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TO 

JOSEPH   JOHNSON,    M.D., 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C. 


My  dbar  Dr. — 

I  THINK  it  very  likely  that  you  have  encountered,  in  yoni 
early  days  some  of  the  persons  of  this  domestic  novel.  Tliey 
are  all  drawn  from  the  life,  and  are  sufficiently  salient,  I  tiiist. 
to  be  remembered.  The  humorists  of  "  Glen  Eberley"  were 
well-known  personages  of  preceding  generations,  here  thinly 
disguised  under  false  names  and  fanciful  localities,  which,  I  am 
mdined  to  think  will  prove  no  disguise  to  you.  1  shall  keep 
my  secret,  however,  as  a  matter  of  course ;  but  you  are  under 
no  obligations  to  do  so,  and  will  please  remember  what  you  can 
and  relate  what  you  please.  You  have  so  long  wandered  in 
the  interesting  periods  of  the  Revolution,  and  among  the  gener- 
ations which  immediately  followed  that  event,  that  I  am  per- 
suaded to  believe  that  you  will  find  pleasure  even  in  the  peru- 
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sal  of  a  record  so  imperfect  as  my  own.  I  owe  so  much  to  yom 
kind  communications,  and  to  your  own  researches  in  this  direc- 
tion, that  I  derive  great  satisfaction  from  the  hope  that  you  will 
find  pleasure  in  perusing  my  story,  and  that  it  may  stimulate 
your  memoiy  into  recalling  many  things  which  it  may  be  agree- 
able to  you  to  resuscitate. 

With  great  respect  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully, 
your  friendf 

Ths  Author. 


WOODCRAFT. 


CHAPTER  I. 

A   BRAVE  WIDOW. 

Thb  provisional  articles  of  peace,  between  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  revolted  colonies  of  America,  were  signed  at 
Paris,  on  the  I3th  November,  1782.  The  British  forces  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  prepared  to  abandon  that  city  earlj 
in  the  following  December.  The  event  took  place  on  the  14th 
of  that  month.  Prior  to  this  period,  the  enemj  had  been  con- 
fined to  the  immediate  precincts  of  the  garrison.  The  gradually 
contractmg  arms  of  the  Americans  had  established  a  cordon  about 
them,  which  they  had  found  it  impossible  to  break ;  and  the  rival 
armies,  the  one  unable  to  take  the  field,  and  the  other  too  feeble 
to  force  the  garrison,  lay  watching  each  other,  like  a  couple,  of 
grim  tigers,  who  have  learned,  by  frequent  combats,  to  regard 
their  opponents  with  respect,  if  not  affection.  Both  were  ex- 
hausted. Exhaustion,  not  wisdom,  or  a  better  state  of  feeling, 
was  the  secret  of  the  peace  which  was  finally  concluded  between 
the  two  nations,  and  of  which.  South  Caix)lina,  and  Charleston 
in  particular,  was  eagerly  expecting  the  benefits.  For  more 
than  two  years  this  region  was  in  full,  or  in  partial  keeping,  of 
the  enemy.  The  days  had  been  counted  by  skirmishes  and  bat- 
tles, by  fears,  hates,  anxieties,  persecution,  and  blood.  The  time 
for  repose  was  at  hand.  Peace  was  agreed  upon  ;  the  British 
army  was  about  to  evacuate  the  city ;  the  Americans  were  crowd- 
ing about  their  outposts,  eager  to  come  in.     Meanwhile  commis- 
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moners  fi*om  both  were  in  the  city,  prepaiiug  for  a  peaceable 
restoration  of  prisoners,  chattels,  and  soil.  There  was  much  to 
be  re-delivered,  which  irked  the  stomach  of  the  British  captor, 
and  his  allies  among  the  loyalists.  The  latter  had  many  fears 
of  meeting  with  their  ancient  brethren.  Both  the  British  and 
themselves  had  much  plunder  which  it  was  becoming  difficult  to 
make  away  with.  The  American  commissioners  were  particu- 
larly solicitous  in  respect  to  this  matter.  8outh  Carolina  had 
already  lost  twenty-five  thousand  slaves,  which  British  philan- 
thropy had  transferred  from  the  rice-fields  of  Carolina,  to  the 
sugar  estates  of  the  West  India  Islands ;  and  there  were  yet 
other  thousands  waiting  to  be  similarly  transported.  But  how 
to  conceal  them  from  the  lynx  eyes  of  the  commissioners,  who 
were  studiously  attenti¥e  to  the  mode  of  fitting  up  the  transport- 
ships,  and  their  accommodations  pro^ided  for  passengers ;  and 
especially  heedfrd  that  they  were  not  too  much  crowded  with 
the  black,  for  the  comfort  of  the  white  inhabitants.  Such  vigi- 
lance was  the  subject  of  much  soreness  on  the  part  of  those  who 
exercised  their  charities  for  the  African  race,  without  desiring  to 
give  their  labors  any  unnecessary  publicity.  The  anxieties  of 
the  one  party,  and  the  vigilance  of  the  other,  were  duly  increased 
as  the  moment  drew  nigh  for  the  exodus  of  the  British. 

It  was  but  three  days  from  this  event,  when  Colonel  Mon- 
orii^t  of  the  latter — whose  philanthropy  on  behalf  of  the  blacks 
had  been  exercised  on  a  most  extensive  scale — was  surprised  by 
an  unexpected  visitor.  We  may  add,  an  unwelcome  one.  He 
was  sitting  in  his  office,  books  and  paper  around  him,  swords 
upon  the  wall,  pistols  among  papers  upon  the  table,  ilnd  with 
but  one  companion.  This  was  a  person  of  rusty  complexion, 
sharp  visage,  small  bulbous-shaped  nose,  a  low,  broad  forehead, 
and  sinister  expression  of  mouth  and  eyes.  The  latter  were  of 
a  light  grey,  keen  rather  than  bright,  and  significant  of  cunning 
rather  than  character. 

These  two  persons  appeared  to  be  busy  in  long  details,  figured 
out  on  several  sheets  of  paper,  and  a  confused  array  of  arithmet- 
ical propositions.  But  there  seemed  no  difficulty  between  them ; 
the  business,  which  equally  interested  both,  seemed  mutually 
satisfactory.  Over  some  of  the  details  they  chuckled  pleasantly. 
They  were  thus  employed,  when  the  door  was  suddenly  thrown 
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opeii»  and  a  white  seiTant,  partly  in  military  habit,  appeared  at 
the  entrance. 

*•  Well,  Waldron,"  said  Moncrieff,  scarcely  looking  np, "  what 
now  ]" 

"  A  lady,  sir." 

**  A  lady  7     Who,  pray  ?     What's  her  name  I 
"  Didn't  tell  me,  sir — is  hero — the  lady  says  she  must  see 
you." 

**  Well,  if  a  lady  says  she  mttst  see  me,  the  necessity  is  hardly 
to  be  escaped,  I  suppose.     Show  her  in." 

The  servant  stepped  back,  and  the  lady  entered — a  fair  and 
comely  dame,  scarcely  forty,  with  a  fresh,  healthy  expression,  a 
bright,  cherry  blue  eye,  a  sweet,  intelligent  month,  as  indicative 
of  character  as  of  beauty,  and  a  fTank,-l)uoyant  expression  of 
countenance.  Her  figure  was  tall,  yet  somewhat  inclined  to 
emUonp^Ht,  though  her  carriage  was  equally  dignified  and  grace- 
ful. The  gentlemen  rose  promptly  at  her  entrance.  Moncrieff 
advanced  politely  and  handed  her  a  chair,  which  she  took  with 
a  quiet  ease  and  promptness  that  showed  her  to  be  accustomed 
to  society. 

Moncrieff  was  evidently  and  immediately  impressed  by  her 
presence.  It  was  quite  apparent,  however,  that  she  was  entirely 
unknown  to  him.  Not  so  with  his  companion,  whose  visage  put 
on  a  look  of  blank  dissatisfaction  at  the  moment  of  her  entrance, 
which  at  once  dispersed  the  smiles  that  had  mantled  it  only  a 
moment  before.  But  neither  of  the  other  persons  in  the  room 
•eemed  to  notice  his  disquiet.  He  drew  apart,  and  went  toward 
one  of  the  windows,  but  kept  his  eye  upon  the  two,  with  an 
oblique  glance  eminently  his  own ;  and  his  ears  were  keenly 
alive  to  what  was  spoken. 

"  May  I  have  the  honor,  madam,  of  serving  you  1"  was  the 
question  of  Moncrieff,  with  all  the  courtesy  proper  to  an  officer 
in  his  Britannic  majesty's  service.  The  answer  was  prompt.  In 
a  clear,  frank,  musical  voice,  the  lady  said — 

"  I  bring  you,  sir,  a  billet  from  his  excellency.  General  Les- 
lie, which  will  fully  explain  my  business.     My  name  is  Eveleigb, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Major  Eveleigh,  who  once  held  the  office 
hi  your  army  that  you  now  hold." 
[        "T  remember,  madam ;    I  bad  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
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Majc  r  ii^veleigh  pei*sonall7y  but  liis  rank  and  character  arc  follj 
known  to  me." 

**  Here,  air,  ib  General  Leslie's  letter." 

She  took  it  from  her  bag,  and  handed  it  as  she  spoke.  The 
lirow  of  Colonel  Moncrieff  clouded  as  he  read. 

**  Ton  will  perceive  sir,"  said  the  lady,  "  that  his  excellency, 
General  Leslie,  requests  you  to  see  that  certain  negroes  be  re- 
stored to  me,  my  property,  which  are  now  within  the  garrison — 
their  names  are  in  this  paper,  and  a  description  of  them  individ- 
ually, by  which  they  may  each  be  identified." 

Moncrieff  read  the  second  paper  with  increasing  gra>'ity  of  as- 
pect. His  male  companion  crossed  the  floor  to  him,  and  looked 
over  the  paper  as  he  read.  The  widow  Eveleigh  observed  the 
movement — and  the  man — with  some  interest.  After  a  few 
moments,  Moncrieff,  with  something  of  annoyance  in  his  tone, 
remarked — 

"  Why,  madam,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  there  be  any  such  slaves 
within  the  garrison.  You  are  aware  that  we  have  been  deliver- 
ing them  up,  as  fast  as  they  can  be  found,  to  the  American  com- 
missioners.    They  may  be  concealed — " 

"  They  are  concealed,"  answered  the  lady. 

"  If  that  be  the  case,  Mrs.  Eveleigh,"  answered  the  other,  with 
a  soothing  smile,  "  we  must  try  and  find  them  for  you.  We 
shall  institute  a  thorough  search,  and  should  they  be  found,  they 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  commissioners." 

"  I  tliank  you,  sir  j  but  something  of  this  trouble  may  be 
spai-ed  you ;  and  I  should  prefer — as  the  ownership  of  the  prop- 
erty is  unquestionably  in  me,  as  I  have  satisfied  General  Leslie 
— that  they  be  delivered  to  myself." 

"  That,  too,  my  dear  madam,  I  cheerfully  promise,  should  we 
find  them." 

"  It  is  the  trouble  of  this  search,  sir,  that  I  would  spare  you. 
I  have  already  found  them." 

"  The  devil  you  have,  madam  ?"  cried  Moncrieff,  starting  to 
his  feet,  and  evidently  disquieted — "and  where,  pray?" 

"  In  the  old  hulk,  sir,  at  Market  dock,  in  company  with  some  two 
himdred  otheis,  upon  whom  I  have  no  claim,  but  who,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  find  claimants  fast  enough  if  they  be  once  exposed  on 
the  wharf  to  the  examination  of  the  American  commissionei-s.**    1 
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'*  *Voi\  my  sonl,  mndam,  for  a  wTiig- American,  you  calculate 
MrgcTy  apon  tlie  generosity  of  his  majesty's  government.** 

"  Ycry  far  from  it,  Colonel  Moncrieff.  I  calculate  nothing  at 
all  upon  the  generosity  of  his  majesty's  government.  My  cal- 
cuTatious  are  all  based  upon  what  seems  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  and  the  policy,  which  his  majesty's  officers  seem  generally 
to  recognise,  of  performing  the  condition  of  the  treaty  in  good 
faith.  You  speak  of  me,  sir,  as  an  American  and  a  whig.  I 
am  not  ashamed  to  say  that  I  am  both  j  but  remembering  that 
my  late  husband  was  a  good  loyalist,  and  a  faithfbl  and  trusted 
officer  in  his  majesty's  service,  I  have  forborne,  with  a  due 
regaixi  to  his  memory,  from  taking  any  active  part  in  this  contest. 
On  this  subject,  however.  General  L^ie  has  been  long  quite 
satisfied.  I  feel  proud  that  I  may 'number  him  among  my 
friends.  Yon  have  read  his  letter — it  appears  to  me  that  noth- 
ing more  is  necessary  to  be  said." 

"  Well,  madam,  allowing  all  this,  it  appears  to  me  that  what 
is  expected  of  us,  is  the  delivery,  to  the  rebel  commissioners,  of 
all  the  negroes  claimed  as  fugitives — " 

"  Let  me  interrupt  you.  Colonel  Moncrieff.  The  commission- 
ers are  employed  only  to  represent  the  absent.  I  am  here  pres- 
ent, I  can  identify  my  negroes — I  have  done  so — and  now  I 
demand  of  yon  their  redelivery." 

"  But,  why  of  me,  madam  ?" 

"  For  the  best  of  reasons,  sir.  They  are  entered  in  the  hulk- 
book  in  your  name." 

"The  devil  they  are,  madam  !" 

"  I  forgive  your  irreverence.  Colonel  Moncrieff,  to  myself; 
but  regret  that  your  tone  should  be  so  disrespectful  to  his  Sata- 
nic majesty." 

Moncrieff  could  not  forbear  a  laugh. 

*'  Begad,  madam,  yon  have  me !  By  what  names  do  you  dis- 
tinguish tlicse  negro  subjects  of  ypurs  ?" 

"  Here  is  the  list; — they  have  been  identified  by  my  over- 
seer AS  well  as  myself." 

"But,  madam,  I  am  somewhat  curious  —  pray  how  did  you— 
yet,  no  matter !  You  say,  Mre.  Evcleigh,  that  you  have,  your- 
self,  seen  thesg  negroes  at  the  hulk  ?" 

**  I  ha"^^^  aud  spoken  with  them.*' 
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"  Then  tbere  can  be  no  doubt !  But — "  Here  be  pRused, 
looked  hurriedly  over  a  pile  of  memoranda  before  him,  bit  the 
tip  of  his  goose  quill,  and  seemed,  for  a  few  moments,  to  medi- 
tate ;  then  turning  to  his  former  companion,  he  said — 

"  M^gfiHD,  I  must  confer  with  you.  Will  Mrs.  Eveleigh  ex- 
cuse me  for  a  few  moments  ?" 

The  lady  bowed  her  head,  and  the  two  gentlemen  left  the 
apartment.    The  brave  widow  was  left  alone. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THB   WIDOW   MAKES  SOMB   DISCOVBRIBS. 

•'M*Kbwn  !"  said  the  lady  in  an  under  tone.  She  appeared 
to  muse  for  awhile.  Then,  looking  up,  her  eyes  seemed  to  be- 
come interested  in  the  furniture  of  the  apartment,  which,  as  it 
was  that  of  a  military  bachelor,  was  somewhat  curious  and  con- 
ti'adictory  iu  its  character.  The  floor  of  the  room  was  cumbered 
with  chests,  trunks  and  boxes.  The  walls  were  hung  with 
pistols  and  sabres.  Interspersed  among  these,  were  sundry 
articles  of  unmentionable  clothing,  to  say  nothing  of  military, 
pai'ado,  service  and  undress  coats; — Moncrieff  was  something 
of  a  carpet-knight. — Great  boots  lay  sprawling  beneath  the 
table.  An  elegant  chapeau  hras  rested  upon  it ;  and,  in  near 
neighborhood,  protruding  ftx>m  beneath  a  pile  of  papers,  was  a 
pair  of  pistols  of  extraordinary  beauty  and  finish. 

The  widow  possessed  some  rather  curious  tastes  for  a  lady. 
She  rose,  took  up  the  pistols,  and  examined  them  without  any 
of  that  shuddering  feeling  which  most  ladies  would  exhibit  at 
the  contemplation  of  such  implements.  They  might  well  at- 
tract the  attentioli  of  a  person  not  an  amateur.  The  weapons 
of  that  day  were  of  much  more  curious  and  costly  workmanship 
than  ours.  There  was  an  antique  richness  in  the  ornaments  of 
the  pistols  which  was  calculated  to  gratify  the  eye.  The  stocks 
were  quaintly  inlaid  with  fleurs  de  lis  and  vines,  done  in  filagree 
of  variegated  gold.    The  butts  were  capped  with  gold,  in  the 
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centre  of  which  was  an  elaborately-wronght  eye,  with  a  small 
amethyst  forming  the  pupil.  The  barrels  were  plain,  but  ex- 
quisitely polislied.  They  were  of  rifle-bore — the  duelling  pis- 
tol in  fact — ^a  weapon  more  in  use  then  than  now,  and  in  the 
workmanshij  of  which  much  more  care  and  ornament  were 
expended. 

The  inspection  of  these  beautiful  tools  of  murder  seemed  to 
afford  considerable  interest  to  our  widow.  She  finally  laid  them 
down  in  their  places.  As  she  did  so,  her  eye  was  arrested  by 
a  paper  which  lay  open  beside  the  weapons.  Her  own  name 
caught  her  glance.  She  uttered  a  slight  ejaculation  of  surprise, 
and  caught  up  the  paper,  which  was  one  of  those  enormous 
sheets  of  dingy  foolscap  which  were  in  common  use  at  that 
period.  Her  interest  increased  as  she  examined  the  writing, 
and  she  felt  justified  in  reading  it.  It  afforded  her  some  curious 
intelligence  in  regard  to  the  very  business  in  which  she  was 
engaged ;  containing,  in  fact,  a  long  catalogue  of  names,  evi- 
dently those  of  slaves — Sam,  Tom,  Peter,  Dick,  Pomp,  Gndjoe,  , 
Dembo,  Cush,  Binah,  Bess,  Bathsheba,  and  a  hundred  more — 
and  all  parcelled  off  in  sections,  embraced  in  brackets,  opposite 
to  each  of  which  were  the  names,  also,  of  their  respective 
owners.  To  some,  the  names  of  places,  or  estates,  were  ap- 
pended. There  she  beheld  her  own  name  in  connection  with 
the  slaves  she  claimed.  There  was  something  further.  A 
memorandum,  against  each  column,  contained  a  reference-to  the 
source  from  which  they  had  been  obtained.  She  read  the  name 
of  "  M'Kewn"  as  that  of  the  person  who  had  put  her  negroes  m 
possession  of  Moncrieff.  There  waS  Moncrieff's  acknowledg- 
ment and  signature.  There  were  M*Kewn's  memoranda  with 
bis  own  handwriting,  as  she  supposed,  and  rightly ;  and  other 
matters,  all  in  detail,  which  she  saw,  in  a  moment,  comprised 
a  large  body  of  conclusive  testimony  that  might  be  very 
useful. 

This,  then,  was  the  document  which  the  British  colonel  and 
his  companion  had  been  studying  when  she  came  in.  She  laid 
the  paper  down  in  its  place.  But  her  lips  became  rigid  with 
resolution.     She  hastily  seized  the  paper  and  folded  it. 

"  I  am  dealmg,"  she  said  to  herself,  "  with  enemies.     TWa 
docnment  may  beeome  necessary  yet  to  secure  my  propevty. 
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Tbe  villains !  Shall  I  scniple  when  X  am  in  ouch  hands  1  Shall 
I  BuS&r  tliem  to  defraud  my  son  of  his  rights,  when  it  is  in  my 
power  to  prevent  them  ?  Away  with  such  cliildish  acniples.  It 
is  war  between  us,  perhaps,  and  I  owe  them  no  coiurtcsies,  no 
forbearance." 

She  put  the  paper  into  her  pocket. 

"  M'Kewn !  M*Kewn !"  she  muttered.  "  WUere  have  I  heard 
that  name  before  1 

She  heard  footsteps  approachiug  from  witliont,  and  hastily 
resumed  her  scat  and  her  composure.  Her  £Etce  on  the  instants 
became  one  of  singular  calm  and  simplicity.  She  was  a  woman 
evidently  of  equal  good  sense  and  nei*ve,  and  seemed  totally 
unconcerned  and  unemployed,  as  the  outer  door  was  tlirowu 
open.  The  orderly,  Waldi'on,  again  made  his  appearance,  fol- 
lowed by  another  person.  He  looked  about  the  room  for  his  , 
.superior. 

"  He  is  not  here -^  the  colonel  V*  he  remarked  inquiringly. 

*'  He  is  within,"  answered  tJie  widow,  pomtuig  to  the  chamliei* 
to  which  Moncrief  and  M*Kewu  had  retired.  As  she  spoke,  she 
observed  that  the  person  who  followed  Waldron,  started,  and 
.seemed  disposed  to  retire.  Her  eye  quickened  with  intelli- 
gence, but  she  ceased  to  look  at  the  new  party.  A  single 
glance  had  sufficed.  Waldron  advanced,  calling  to  his  compan- 
ion to  follow. 

"  Come  this  way,"  said  the  orderly.  The  pei'son  addressed, 
hesitated  for  a  moment,  then,  rapidly  moving  to  the  side  of 
Waldi-on,  put  him  be4;ween  himself  and  the  widow.  They 
crossed  the  room  together,  and,  without  reserve,  entered  the  in- 
ner apartment,  the  door  of  which  they  closed  behind  them. 
Mrs.  Eveleigh  followed  them  with  a  careless  but  intelligent 
glance.     When  they  had  passed  from  sight,  she  muttered — 

"  I  see  it  now !  Bostwick  has  been  the  creature  of  M'Kewn 
in  this  business,  as  M'Kewn  is  the  creature  of  Moncrieff.  The 
nngrateftd  wretch;  and  1  have  fed  his  family  for  years;  his 
wife  and  child — when  they  were  sick  and  starving.  Oh  1  what 
a  frightful,  fiendish  thing  is  poverty,  when  it  is  Ihiked  with  inp 
gratitude !" 

The  widow  had  discovered,  in  the  new-comer,  the  squatter  on 
A^antadon  which  adjoined  her  own.    The  single  glance  which 
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•he  b«d  given  him,  had  sufficed  ta  identify  him ;  and  ihe  was 
too  drcnmspect  to  allow  him  to  perceive  that  she  had  made  the 
discovery.  She  was  satisfied  to  look  no  further.  His  slight 
form,  sidelong  gait,  low,  swarthy  features,  and  long  black  hair, 
which  hung  down  heavily  upon  his  cheeks  and  shoulders,  were 
not  to  be  mistalcen*  She  smiled  sadly  as  she  mused  upon  the 
ingratitude,  which  had  foecn  fed  at  h^  hands  without  thanks, 
and  which  had  robbed  her  of  her  property  without  remorse. 
Let  us  leave  her  for  a  while,  and  become  parties  in  the  confer 
ence  between  Moncrieff  and  M'Kewn. 


CHAPTER    III. 

ROOUBS  IN  CONFBRBNCB. 


•*  This  is  a  d— d  awkward  business,  M*Kewn !" 

"What's  to  be  done!"  said  the  person  addressed,  in  rather 
snllen  accents. 

*'Ay,  what!  That's  the  question,"  answered  Moncrieff;  ''I 
see  no  way  to  escape  it,  my  good  fellow.  It  robs  us  of  some  of 
our  profits." 

"  But  wfll  you  give  up  the  negroes  ?" 

^'  £h !  to  be  sure !  What  else  ?  Show  me  how  it  may  be 
managed,  saving  me  scot-lree  with  old  Leslie,  w1m>,  though  three 
parts  old  woman,  is  yet  a  Tartar  when  you  cross  him-— an^  I'm 
for  any  reme^.    But  it  seems  to  me  imposnUe." 

"  Can't  we  get  off  the  negroes  while  you  keep  her  in  play  ?" 

"Scarcely!  She  has  identified  them,  and  found  them  en- 
tered in  my  name.  How  the  devil  she  has  done  this,  I  can't 
see.     What  could  that  Hessian,  I>ort,  have  been  about" 

**  He  was  drunk,  I  reckon !  He  was  the  last  man  to  have 
been  trusted  with  them.  I  feared  it.  But,  it  strikes  me  that 
we  might  run  the  negroes  without  committing  you." 

**  How  so  ?    Remember,  my  honor  as  a  British'  officer'—" 

**  May  be  kept  safely,  if  we  can  prove  that  they  broke  out  of 
keeping  and  to^  boat  up  tlie  river." 
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**  Indeed !  Half  a  dozen  negroes  break  away  from  a  soofn 
of  Hessian  guards — ** 

"All  being  drunk." 

"Unchain  themselves — secure  a  boat»  and  make  their  way 
up  the  live  I  through  a  fleet  of  three  hundred  vessels  of  all  sizes! 
No !  no !  M'Kewn !  That  won't  do !  Old  Ledie  is  too  shrewd 
a  soldier  to  listen  to  such  a  story.  My  answer  would  be  an 
arrest  and  a  court  of  inquiry.  You  must  think  of  something 
better." 

M'Kewn  remained  sulkily  silent. 

"  You  are  gravelled  !"  said  the  other.  "  So  am  I !  I  do  not 
«ee  but  that  we  shall  have  to  make  a  merit  of  necessity,  and  the 
sooner  we  do  so,  the  better.  If  we  delay  about  it,  we  shall 
have  a  host  of  other  claimants ;  and  the  danger  will  be,  not  only 
til  at  they  will  prove  three  hundred  slaves  in  our  keeping,  but 
that  something  will  come  out  showing  how  they  came  into  our 
keeping.  You,  for  example,  might  bo  required  to  explain  some 
queer  histories.  My  notion  is,  that  we  must  yield  handsomely 
to  the  handsome  widow — a  devilish  fine  looking  woman,  by  the 
way,  with  a  head  of  her  own ! — and,  by  promptness  in  her  case, 
avoid  the  danger  of  other  visiters.  We  must  discharge  her  chat- 
tels, and  transfer  the  rest  to  the  <  Tartar'  before  day,  to-morrow. 
By  the  way,  does  tins  woman  know  you  ?" 

**  I  think  not.  Her  husband  did.  I  have  seen  her  repeatedly, 
and  have  been  on  her  plantation.  In  fact,  I  am  somewhat  in- 
terested in  an  estate  in  her  neighborhood.  But  this  need  not 
concern  ns  now.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  concern  with  me,  as  I 
am  to  remain  in  the  country,  tliat  she  should  not  know  me  in 
connection  with  tliis  affiiir.  I  shall  avoid  showing  myself  when 
you  return  to  her." 

**  Yon  see  no  means,  then,  of  evading  the  surrender  V* 

•*None,  hut  that  already  hinted." 

«•  That  is  out  of  tli'e  question,''  said  Moncrieff,  rising.  "  I  wU 
take  the  physic  without  wry  faces.  But,  as  soon  as  she  goes, 
do  yoo  see  to  the  transfer  to  the  •  Tartar.' " 

•*  It  will  be  well,  too,"  added  M*Kewn,  **  if  you  put  them  un- 
der some  better  keeper  than  that  drunken  Hessian." 

-  It  skall  he  done.    Well !     How  now,  Waldron  ?'• 

At  this  moment  Waldron  entered  the  room,  followed  hy  Best- 
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wickt  the  Sf^aatter.  At  his  entrance,  M'Kewn  looked  disquieted, 
Waldron  was  immediately  dismissed. 

"  You  here  ?"  said  M'Kewn  to  Bostwickv  "  Did  70a  see  the 
lady?" 

"  The  widow— Eveleigh  1— Yes !" 

"  Did  she  see  you  V* 

** Don't  think!  Jest  as  I  caught  the  shine  of  her  eyes,  I 
dodged  ahind  the  sargeant.  Don't  tliink  she  made  me  out  at 
all.     Didn't  look  as  e£  she  did." 

**  Do  you  know  what  she  comes  about  V*  demanded  Honerieff. 

**  Reckon  I  does,  colonel.  She's  boon  to  the  '  hulk'  and  seed 
the  niggers  herself." 

"  Remam  here,  both  of  you,  till  she  is  gone.  Take  care  that 
she  sees  no  more  of  either  of  you.  If  she  has  made  you  out, 
Idaster  Bostwick,  your  best  course  will  be  to  get  into  his  maj- 
esty's transport,  as  soon  as  you  can,  or  she  will  hang  you  when 
the  rebels  take  possession  here.'^ 

**  She  hain't  seen  me  yit,  I  reckon,"  answered  the  squatter, 
though  a  dubious  expression  darkened  his  swarthy  visage  as 
he  spoke.  Moncriefi^  meanwhile,  proceeded,  rather  reluctantly, 
though  hurriedly,  to  give  his  answer  to  the  widow's  requisition. 
M'Kewn  resumed  the  subject  with  Bostwick. 

*'  That  woman  has  eyes  to  see  through  a  stone  wall.  Do  you 
think  she  got  a  glimpse  of  you  at  all  V* 

••  I  seed  her  fii-st,  I  reckon." 

"  You  are  not  sure  V* 

"  No !  nobody's  sure  of  nothing,  no-how,  it  seems  to  me,  in 
this  world,"  responded  the  squatter. 

"  Well !  Even  if  she  did  iee  you  here,  it  would  only  prove 
to  the  rebels  that  you  were  in  bad  company  as  well  as  myself. 
I  have  my  excuse — my  reasons,  for  being  here — which,  indeed, 
would  silence  suspicion ;  and  you  being  seen  with  Modcrieff  and 
myself  would  only  provoke  suspicion,  not  confirm  it.  We  must 
be  cauHous,  that's  all." 

"Well,  now,  look  you,  squire,  there's  no  caution  without 
money,  and  I'm  mightily  needing  tlie  article^  I  must  have 
some,  right  away." 

"  Why,  you  had  five  guineas  last  week,  Bostwick." 

**  I've  lived  a  week  sim^,  and  fed  and  dranfc— " 
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**Ajr,  and  got  dnmk  upon  food  and  drink.  Five  gninens 
OQgbt  to  last  you  a  month,  if  you  wore  a  sober,  prudent  person.** 

"  Look  you,  squire,  I'm  too  bad  a  fellow  to  be  sober  or  pro* 
dent.  I  ain't  in  love  with  myself,  at  all,  when  I'm  sober ;  and, 
as  for  being  what  you  caU  prudent,  why,  the  thing's  unreason* 
able.  Ef  I'd  been  a  prudent  person,  would  you  have  seen  me 
here  t  Wbuhl  I  be  doing  for  you  all  them  dirty  little  trans- 
actkiist" 

"  Pshaw  !  you're  well  enough  as  you  are." 

•*I  reckon'd  you'd  say  so.  You'll  let  me  have  the  five 
gtimeas,  squire  !** 

« I  suppose  80 — for  this  time ;  but  the  business  is  neariydone 
lip  now,  Bostwick.  I  do  not  see  that  we  can  be  of  much  further 
«oe  to  ODe  another :  and  aU  that's  to  be  done,  is  to  close  up  the 
M  aecAonts.  Don't  you  suppose  diat  you're  pretty  wdl  paid 
up  for  the  past  t" 

**  I  donH  know  what  you  mean  by  being  paid  up.  I  aint 
aay  better  Mfbt  aD  IVe  done  for  you  and  him.  You're  pretty 
iMi,  I  reckon.    Pm  as  poOT  as  a  wood-rat*' 

**  And  whoee  faah  t    You've  had  money.    Why  £dn*t  yoa 

^Tre  bad  preoeoa  fittle,  anyhow;  and  I  had  to  five — me 
a»d  »y  wifo  and  children.  What  I've  got,  always  came  by 
driUets*  and  went  as  fost  as  it  came.*' 

"*  Yo«  talk  of  joar  wife  and  children,  Bostwick,  but  Pm  think* 
is^  thej  got  but  a  saiall  share  of  yoor  money.  YouVe  drunk  it 
«p  aiad  goihled  it  away,  and  to  keep  you  in  mcmey,  when  it 
goes  a»  £KSt  as  it  c<Hnes»  is  clearly  impoe^e." 

**  1  iMBt  Wre  it,  that*s  saartain»  squire,*'  amwered  the  other* 
io^ljecOy.  *  iVe  been  working  niighty  hard,  and  not  at  good 
wvvk  wdAer,  for  a  Mgkty  kjmg  time.  You  Ve  got  rich  by  my 
IdMta.    YMSMd  W'*(MMningMoncmff)«*gotaU  theniggt^rs 

inn  ^kan  tv»  knndred.  I  re^»HL  If  I  had  got  for  them  nig* 
gets — aH  of  BT  buBgiBg — what  they  JMkf.  or  wffl  fotch*  to 
yo« — Pi  W  been  as  rich  as  any." 

*Ycsf  fcrhipw!  B«t  wltkout  him  and  me«  yoa  could  havo 
piC  mirMa^  for  them.  He  haii  the  di^  to  cany  theas  ott^  and 
tka  kng^s  ^aac«s  to  panr  for  ^em.  and  but  for  him  you  wonltbt*! 
haw  kni  A»  ptSre  df  tik^  hair  ci  a  negro  for  TO«ir  pains.    Toi» 
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must  not  suppose  that  what  youVe  done  could  have  I  teen  of  any 
use  but  for  us.  Still,  you  have  been  paid,  according  to  agree- 
ment.    YouVe  had  a  good  deal  of  money — " 

"  In  driblets,  I  say." 

"  And  stores — clothes — " 

"  Yes,  the  king's  stores ;  and  ef  I  was  to  blow  Am  to  General 
Leslie,  for  jt,  where  would  he  be  1  And  if  I  was  to  blow  you  to 
the  rebels,  where  would  you  be  ?" 

"Pshaw?  you  might  blow  to  all  eternity,  Bostwick,  and 
WouH  only  hang  yourself  the  faster.  You  sold  me  negroes,  and 
gave  me  your  titles  for  them.  I  have  your  hand  and  seal  on  it, 
my  good  fellow — all  fair  business  transactions.  Don't  be  a  fool, 
Bostwick,  as  well  as  a  knave.  Keep  your  senses  as  long  as  you 
can.  Yon  shall  have  the  five  guineas  as  soon  as  Moncrieff 
tomes  back ;  but  the  question  then  will  be,  how  mnch  more  you 
are  to  have  ?  I  suppose  we  can  present  you  with  a  good  chance 
of  stores  which  you  can  sell  to  the  rebels  at  your  own  price. 
They  arc  monstrously  in  need  of  clothes." 

**  I  hain't  made  much  by  what  I've  sold  yit,  and  I'm  jest  as 
p<»or  a  man  as  ever.  That  ain't  reasonable.  Arter  all  I've 
done  to  make  a  little  money,  losing  my  character,  and  my  own 
right  feeling,  I  ought  to  have  something  to  show  for  it." 

"  WeH,  as  the  British  are  going,  there  will  be  pretty  leavings, 
and  Honcrieff  wont  stand  upon  trifles,  in  helping  a  fellow  that 
has  been  faithiVil  to  him.  If  he  leaves  you  stores,  which  will 
brioig  a  hundred  guineas,  you  ought  to  be  satisfied.  Don't  you 
think  sol" 

"  Ef  I  km  do  no  better,"  was  the  somewhat  sulky  answer. 

"  Well,  1  suppose  that  something  of  the  kind  will  be  done, 
and  that  will  settle  off  for  the  past.  I  may  give  you  good  busi- 
ness hereafter.  Moncrieff's  coming  now,  and  we'll  fix  your 
affairs  for  you  ftt  once." 

The  approaching  footsteps  of  Moncrieff  arrested  the  confer- 
ence between  the  two.  He  soon  after  appeared,  looking  exces- 
sively disquieted.  Let  us  leave  the  three  for  a  few  moments. 
trhQc  we  return  to  the  Widow  Eveleigh. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

TH£  WIDOW   BBCOMKS  TROUBLKSOML*.  .  . 

We  loft  the  brave  widow  in  an  apparent  calm  of  mind,  which 
Bho  did  not  altogether  feel.  She  was  a  pei*son  of  that  tempera- 
ment which  does  not  affect  repose — to  which  it  is  rather  re- 
straint than  rest — and  which,  having  grateful  performances 
before  it,  regards  delay  with  disgust,  and  feels  the  necessity  to 
wait  as  an  evil  rather  than  a  virtue.  But  the  good  had  schooled 
her  moods  with  considerable  success,  and,  if  she  felt  the  feverish 
impatience  which  prompts  one  to  be  up  and  doing,  she  was  yet 
able  to  subdue  its  exhibitions  when  these  might  come  in  conflict 
with  duties  equally  requiring  forbearance.  She  amused  hei'self, 
as  we  have  seen,  in  examining  the  more  curious  portions  of  the 
furniture  of  the  apartment  in  which  she  was  required  to  Wetit. 
We  have  noticed  her  exapaination  of  the  beautiful  duelling  pis- 
tols of  Moncrieff,  and  the  discovery  to  which  this  examination 
led.  Her  eyes  were  soon  caught  by  the  swords  and  sabres  hung 
upon  the  wall.  Among  these  was  a  Turkish  scimitar,  with 
handle  of  mother-of-pearl,  at  the  sight  of  which  she  slightly 
started.  In  a  moment  she  had  arisen  and  taken  the  weapon 
from  the  wall.  She  drew  it  fairly  from  the  scabbard,  and  sur- 
veyed the  polished  and  beautiful  blade,  unstained  and  unspotted, 
with  a  degree  of  interest  which  seemed  to  aiise  from  other  causes 
than  its  simple  beauty.  She  waved  the  bright  steel  upward, 
with  a  somewhat  gladiatorial  air,  then  held  it  before  her  eyes, 
and  it  was  while  she  was  thus  employed,  and  in  this  attitude, 
that  Moncrieff  suddenly  re-entered  the  apartment.  He  abso- 
lutely recoiled  at  the  spectacle,  with  an  expression  of  wonder  on 
his  countenance,  which  ho  did  not  seek  to  conceal, 

"  By  Mars,  madam,  you  terrify  me !  Positively,  I  must  aim 
myself,  and  get  me  a  shield.  I  shall  believe  in  the  Amazons 
after  this." 

The  lady  smiled  sadly,  and  restored  the  weapon  slowly  and 


THE  WIDOW  BECOMES  TROUBLESOME.  10 

carefully  to  ittf  sheath.  A  tear  was  in  her  eye,  but  it  osoaped 
that  of  Moncrieff.    She  said  in  low  tones,  as  if  apologetically — 

"I  know  this  scimitar,  Colonel  Moncrieff:  I  have  seen  it 
often,  with  it«  former  owner,  at  my  dwelling.  It  was  Major 
Andre's." 

*'  Tou  are  right,  madam  ;  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  yoni  curi- 
oiiity.  Poor  Andr^  !  What  a  cruel  fate !— and  he,  with  such 
tastes,  such  sensibilities,  and  such  ambition !" 

**  Too  much  lacking  pride,  however." 

•*  How,  madam,  pride  V* 

"  Yes ;  or  he  had  never  suffered  hunself  to  be  put  to  such  base 
uses." 

<*  I  do  not  sec,  Mi^.  Eveleigh,  that  fidelity  to  one's  king,  can 
properly  be  so  stigmatized." 

"  There  is  a  high^  fidelity  to  one's  self,  one's  honor  and  in* 
dividual  character.  But  he  paid  the  terrible  penalty,  and  we 
must  not  dwell  upon  his  weaknesses.  He  had  tastes,  and  sensi- 
bilities, as  you  say; — he  loved  music  and  poetry,  and  could 
make  .the  song  and  find  for  it  the  fitting  harmonies.  He  has 
frequently  joined  me  on  the  harpsichord,  and  would  forget,  at 
our  evening  fireside,  all  the  habits  of  the  soldier.  He  was  not 
fitted  for  such  a  life,  and  he  felt  it.  I  have  listened  to  his  own 
self-reproaches,  for  having  chosen  the  profesdon.  He  did  so  in 
an  hour  of  disappointment — of  weakness — and  was  only  not 
eourageous  enough  to  abandon  it  when  he  felt  his  unsuitableness 
for  it" 

"  But,  Andre  was  a  brave  man,  Mrs,  £vel(Hgh." 

**  Yes ;  in  one  sense  of  the  word.  He  had  conventional  cour- 
age, but  not  intrepidity.  He  would  have  ^own  himself  fearless 
in  the  Bi|^  of  armie&<— he  would  have  fought  his  man  without 
flinching  in  the  sight  of  friends ;  but  he  had  none  of  that  gladia- 
tor spirit — that  Hunnish  blindness — which  belongs  to  the  soldier 
from  choice.  Had  he  possessed  this  quality,  he  would  have  dis* 
dained  the  petty  employments  which  finally  cost  him  his  life." 

**  Well,  madam,  you  have  given  me  something  to  think  upon, 
though  I  knew  Andr^  well.  We  exchanged  swords  in  proof  of 
friendship — though,  by  the  way,  mine  was  the  most  costly 
weapon  of  the  two.  It  was  a  genuine  Damascus,  while,  this, 
though  a  veiy  beautiful  imitation,  is  not !" 
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Tbe  widow  looked  at  the  speaker  with  an  imallojed  expre» 
sion  of  disgust  Her  glaaee  did  not  eseape  him,  and  his  £Ace 
was  slightly  flushed,  as  he  added — 

"  Though,  of  course,  the  difference  of  value  between  the  weap- 
ons was  not  a  subject  of  consideration.  Indeed,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  the  first  proposal  to  exchange  eame  from  me.  It  was 
just  when  he  was  about  to  embark  for  New  York,  with  Sir 
Henry." 

He  paused,  and  the  lady  was  also  silent.  She  appeared  wil- 
ling to  drop  the  subject.  Moncrieff  then  promptly  recurred  to 
the  business  upon  which  she  came. 

"  I  have  made  you  out  the  order,  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  for  yopr  ne- 
groes, if  they  are,  as  you  say,  in  the  custody  of  Captain  Dort.*' 

"  Captain  Doit,  sir !  I  know  nothing  of  himj  and  have  named 
no  such  person.  The  negroes  are  in  the  *hulk'  at  Market 
Dock,  and  their  keeper  I  have  not  seen.'' 

**  He  is  Captain  Doit,  madam,  a  Hessian,  and  the  keeper  of 
the  '  hulk.'  Had  he  not  been  drank,  madam,  yon  would  pos- 
sibly have  seen  him — and  possibly  not  your  negroes." 

This  was  spoken  with  unsuppressed  chagrin.    He  added : — 

*•  Here  is  the  order,  madam." 

"  I  thank  you.  Colonel  Moncrieff.  And  now  that  my  oum 
affair  is  settled,  suffer  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  that  of  one 
of  my  neighbors,  and  an  old  acquaintance.  I  discovered  in  the 
*hulk,'  while  looking  for  my  own  slaves,  seven  others,  who 
belong  to  Captain  Porgy,  a  planter  on  the  Ashepoo.  They 
knew  me,  and"  I  them,  in. an  instant.  They  implored  me  to  ob- 
tain their  restoration  to  then:  owner,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
you  for  an  order  to  this  effect  also." 

*<  By  the  powers,  madam,  but  this  is  quite  too  much !  Onp 
would  think  that  you  might  be  conte&t  witii  having  seciurod  youi 
y  own  property." 
^^  "  Not  so,  Mi^or  Moncrieff !  We  are  taught  to  love  our  neigh- 
bor as  ourself,  and  such  love  can  be  shown  in  no  better  way,  per- 
haps, than  in  giving  heed  to  his  interest  at  the  moment  when  we 
attend  to  our  own.  Indeed,  su*,  I  do  not  know  but  that,  as  a  good 
Christian,  I  should  have  thonf^t  ^rst  of  his  concerns." 

'*  Ok !  yon  are  icnipaloui,  ma'am !     But,  in  truth,  this  Foi|;y, 
i  fieret  and  pestilent  fallow  --one  of  the  gang  of  Marion— who 
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fame  made  himBelf  particularly  conspictioas  as  a  maUgnant.    He 
has  certaiDly  no  reason  to  expect  favor  at  our  hands." 

'*  Oh  !  surely  not  favor !     Tlie  question  is  one  of  right,  sim- 
ply.   Either  tliese  negroes  mre  Captain  Poigy's  or  not    I  can 
jfTove  them  to  be  so.*' 
^ «'  But  not  that  he  has  not  sold  them  V 

"  His  bill  of  sale  Would  show  that." 

*•  Madam,  you  should  have  been  a  lawyer." 

'*  But  a  little  while  ago,  your  opinion  was  that  I  should  lutve 
been  a  soldier.*' 

'*  Egaid !  madam,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  profession  yon  might 
not  have  chosen  successfully." 

"  ITiank  you  sir  for  the  compliment,  however  equivocal.  But 
you  will  give  me  the  order,  will  you  not  ?" 

'*.0h !  to  be  sure,  if  there  really  be  such  negroes  in  our  pos- 
session." 

"  They  are  entered  in  the  '  hulk-book'  in  your  name." 

«  The  devil  they  are  !  It  is  strange  that  people  should  take 
my  name  in  vain  so  eternally.  I  must  see  to  it.  These  cursed 
Hessians,  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  are  the  greatest  rogues  and  drunkards 
in  the  world.  I  will  see  to  the  matter.  If  the  negroes  are 
there,  when  I  make  the  inquiry,  I  will  send  you  sn  order  for 
them.    Let  me  have  your  address,  if  you  please." 

"  I  am  with  my  friend^  Mrs.  Mei*chant,  in  Ohureh  street" 

''Mrs.  Merchant,"  writing.  '*  The  Meixshants  are  all  our 
friends.  And  now,  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  as  I  have  already  said,  if  the 
negroes  of  Captain  Porgy  are  really  in  the  *  hulk'—" 

"  You  forget,  Colonel  Mcmcrieff,  that  I  have  just  told  yon  that 
I  myself  have  seen  them  there." 

*'  Pardon  me*  madam  ,*•  I  do  not  forget.  But  you  do  not  know 
these  Hessians.  If  they  have  had  the  audacity  to  enter  these 
negroes  in  my  name,  |hoy  will  not  scruple  at  doing  worse.  They 
will  be  very  apt  to  hide  them  elsewhere,  the  moment  they  sus- 
pect that  they  are  in  danger  of  detection." 

'*  So  much  the  more  important,  Colonel  Moncrieff,  that  I  should 
have  the  order  for  them  promptly,  and  before  they  get  wind  of 
their  danger.  But,  in  fact,  there  is  no  chance  of  their  doing  as 
yon  suppose ;  for,  before  I  came  here  apprehending  this  very 
dfjiger,  T  procured  the  assistance  of  three  vigilattt  fiiends,  irhf\ 
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are  now  watching  every  movement  at  the  *  hnlk/  and  will  fol- 
low the  negroes  wherever  they  go." 

"Then,  madam,"  answered  the  British  colonel,  with  evident 
chagrin,  "  I  may  as  well  give  you  the  order  out  of  hand." 

"  I  shall  thank  you,  sir." 

**  I  trust,  madam,  that  your  requisitions  stop  hcra ;  for,  though 
very  happy  to  oblige  the  ladies,  and  to  do  justice,  my  interfe- 
rence will  make  me  many  enemies  among  tlicse  rascally  Hes- 
sians." 

"  Oh  !  sir,  you  will  survive  that  danger.  But  this  is  the  ex- 
tent of  my  demands.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  many 
other  slaves,  about  to  be  fraudulently  taken  from  their  owners, 
but  I  can  advance  no  proof  to  this  effect." 

"  The  names,  if  you  please,  madam,  of  the  negroes,  whom  you 
claim  for  this  i-ebel.  Porpoise !" 

"  Porgy,  sir,"  was  the  correction,  with  a  quiet  smile,  as  the 
lady  beheld  the  evident  chagrin  of  her  companion. 

"Well, madam — Porgy — though  both  names  are  sufficiently 
fish,  and  of  the  two,  the  Porpoise  is  decidedly  the  most  dignified." 

"  But  less  fit  for  the  table,  sir,"  answered  the  widow,  as  she 
proceeded  to  give  the  names  of  the  negroes.  Moncrieff  wrote 
as  she  spoke.  A  few  moments  were  thus  cohsimied;  then  he 
threw  down  his  pen,  looked  at  the  lady,  then  among  his  papers, 
rose  at  length  with  a  dissatisfied  air,  and  hurried  again  to  the  inner 
room  where  he  had  left  M'Kewn  and  Bostwick.  In  a  few  sec- 
onds he  again  returned,  still  with  a  manner  of  some  disquiet. 
Again  he  stined  up,  and  glanced  over  the  papers  upon  his  table, 
hut  without  seeming  to  satisfy  his  search.  Resuming  his  seat 
and  pen,  at  length,  he  finished  ths  order  for  the  delivery  of 
Porgy 's  negroes,  and  rising,  handed  it  with  great  politeness  to 
the  widow,  expressing  at  the  same  time,  in  very  stately  lan- 
guage, the  profound  delight  which  he  felt  in  being  able  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  a  lady  whom  General  Leslie  was  so  well 
pleased  to  honor.  The  widow  was  not  to  be  outdone  in  conven- 
tional graces.  She  answered  him  in  terms  equally  poHte  and 
profound;  and,  with  smiles  and  courtesies,  took  her  departure. 
He  waited  upon  her  to  the  entrance.  When  the  door  had  fairly 
4^08ed  behind  her,  he  gave  full  expression  to  his  chagrin  in  a 
burst  of  wrath  and  denxmciation. 
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"  The  d— — d  cool  and  confident  creature  1  Hark  you,  within 
there,  M'Kewn  come  out ! — and  you,  too,  Master  Bostwick !  — 
that  I  may  have  somebody  to  curse  till  I  am  comfortable.  We 
are  handsomely  bedevilled,  i'  faith,  and  by  a  wdman.  But  such 
«  woman !  In  truth,  she  is  a  woman,  and  worth  half  the  men  I 
know." 


CHAPTER   V. 

THE  OVERSEER,  PORDHAM. 


The  excellent  lady  of  whom  these  words  were  spoken,  hadT 
meanwhile  quietly  taken  her  place  in  the  carriage  which  had 
been  awaiting  her  in  the  street.  The  driver  was  a  Uack,  in  the 
livery  of  Mrs.  Merchant,  to  whom  the  establishment  belonged. 
Mrs.  Eveleigh  was  not  its  only  occupant.  On  the  back  seat, 
beside  her,  sat  a  white  man,  who  had  held  possession  while  she 
remained  within  tlie  quarters  of  Moncrieff.  Here,  he  had  studi- 
ously kept  himself  from  being  seen,  but  had  not  been  the  less 
disposed  to  maintain  a  vigilant  watch  upon  all  without  He  re- 
ceived the  widow,  on  her  return,  with  a' manner  which  was 
equally  attentive  and  respectful.  The  appearance  of  this  person 
was  that  of  one  who  had  not  been  accustomed  to  a  place  so  dis- 
tinguished. He  was  not  abashed,  but  awkward.  He  was  evidently 
a  backwoodsman,  in  humble  life,  wearing  the  costume  of  the 
woodsman  of  that  period,  a  rather  snug-fitting  suit  of  blue  home- 
spun, with  a  sort  of  hunting-shirt  of  the  same  color  and  material, 
though  without  the  customary  fringes  which  made  it  the  military 
garb  of  the  forest  rangers,  or  militia.  His  face  and  hands  were 
well  embrowned  by  tlie  sun.  The  latter  were  lai^e  and  rough, 
and  had  been  well  exerdsed  in  splitting  their  two  hundred  rails 
per  day.  The  features  of  his  face  were  large  and  rough  also, 
but  mild,  and  full  of  honesty.  His  great  blue  eye  was  expres- 
sive of  much  benevolence,  but  mixed  with  a  decisive  and  earnest 
manlmess.  The  widow  addressed  him  as  Mr.  Fordham^-nay, 
she  called  him  "Pordham,"  familiarly,  without  the  prefix,  ano 
it  did  not  at  all  lessen  his  deference,  this  freedom.     He  was,  i« 
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fact,  the  overseer  of  her  plantation,  and  had  been  the  employee 
of  her  husband.  A  long  experience  had  perfectly  assni'ed  them 
both  of  his  fidelity  and  worth.  That  the  widow  had  chosen  him 
as  her  companion,  on  the  present  occasion,  was  dae  to  the  ob- 
jects she  had  in  view,  and  to  the  necesoty  of  the  case.  He  had 
been  the  agent  who  had  snccessfnlly  discovered  the  pla^e  in 
which  her  negroes  were  confined.  By  his  scheming,  the  Hessian 
guards  at  the  *'hulk"  had  been  drenched  with  Jamaica,  and 
access  had  been  procured  to  that  prison,  and  to  the  books  which 
identified  the  slaves  with  their  several  British  appropriators.  In 
this  business  he  was  much  more  efficient  than  any  of  the  more 
eminent  friends  of  Mrs.  Eveleigh  could  have  been ;  and  the 
work  being  an  unpleasant  one,  she  had  prefori'ed  to  employ  a 
person  whose  services  she  could  compensate,  rather  than  those 
who,  however  weH  pleased  to  serve  her,  would  yet  have  found 
the  particular  duty  somewhat  disagreeable.  But  the  good  lady, 
though  an  aristocrat,  was  not  disposed  to  underrate  Mr.  Ford- 
ham,  as  a  ^end,  while  employing  him  as  her  overseer.  She 
really  respected  the  man,  and,  as  he  never  ti^espassed  upon  her 
indulgence,  she  felt  that  she  might  safely  honor  him  with  her 
friendship,  as  well  as  her  interests. 

"  Well,  Foi-dham,"  she  said,  as  soon  as  she  had  taken  her 
seat  beside  him,  **  if  you  have  kept  your  eyes  about  you,  you 
have,  probably,  made  a  discovery." 

**  Indeed  I  have,  ma'am !     You  mean  the  squatter,  BostMdck." 

"  I  was  not  mistaken  in  the  fellow,  then !     You  saw  him  ]" 

*'  Oh,  yes,  ma'am ;  there's  no  mistaking  such  a  fellow !  He 
came  up  soon  after  you  went  in — pushed  in  without  knocking. 
Jest  as  ef  he  was  at  his  own  home.  But,  did  he  see  yout 
ma'am  1" 

*'  Yes ;  but  I  rather  think  he  believes  that  I  did  not  see  him. 
Are  you  sure  that  he  did  not  see  you  V* 

**  Quite  sine,  ma'am.  He  never  once  looked  this  way,  and 
seemed  a  little  befinstered  and  in  a  mighty  great  hurry.  I 
reckon  he's  found  out  what  we've  been  after.  He's  at  the  hot* 
torn  of  this  basittess." 

*'  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  now.  Yet,  who  could  have  believed 
it? — that  the  wretch  could  be  so  ungrateftd— and  his  wife  and 
■hniiti^n  living,  as  it  were,  out  of  my  hands  I" 
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"  He's  jest  one  of  that  very  breed,  ma'am,  that  does  this  sort 
of  things.  No  good  ever  comes  out  of  sich  a  cre'tur'  no  more 
than  out  of  a  snake.  Warm  'em  as  jou  please  by  your  own 
fireside,  and  feed  'em  kindly  out  of  your  own  hands,  and  it 
makes  no  difference.  Once  warm,  they're  sure  to  bite  you.  All 
their  vartue,  they  seems  to  think,  lies  only  in  their  venom. 
What  will  you  do  with  him,  ma'am  ?" 

*'  I  don't  see  that  anything  can  be  done  with  him.  The  proofs 
against  him  are,  at  present,  only  in  our  suspicions.  Besides,  for 
the  sake  of  the  poor,  broken-hearted  woman,  his  wife,  and  his 
wretched  children,  I  prefer  that  he  should  go  free." 

"  Why,  yes,  ma'am,  if  one  could  be  sure  that  he  would  do  no 
more  mischief.  But  you're  not  sure  of  sich  a  cre'tur'  a  minute. 
He's  always  at  something  wrong.  Twonld  be  a  monstrous 
nght  better  for  his  wife  and  children  ef  he'd  clear  out  with  the 
British.    He's  as  good  as  one  of  'em.*' 

"  Perhaps  he  may." 

*<  A  good  riddance  then  for  all.  But  lynching  might  be  of 
help  to  him  before  he  goes." 

"  Nay,  I'm  not  sure  of  that" 

"  'Twould  hurt  him  then,  and  that's,  anyhow,  as  much  as  we 
ought  to  care  about.  But,  one  thing,  I'll  tell  you,  ma'am.  Ef 
he  don't  clear  out  when  the  British  go,  he'll  be  of  trouble  to  us 
yit.  We'll  have  to  keep  all  eyes  open,  ef  he's  to  stay  in  the 
country." 

"  I  must  use  your  eyes  then,  Fordham,  for  this  purpose,  as  I 
have  done  for  so  long  a  time  already.  I  have  every  confidence 
in  your  vigilance  and  ability,  Fordham." 

"  You  may  rest  on  me,  ma'am." 

"  Thank  you,  Fordham.  I  feel  sure  of  that  I  need  not  tell 
you,  Fordham,  that  I  have  the  order  for  the  negroes." 

♦*  Captain  Porgy 's  too,  ma'am  t*' 

"Yes,  both." 

"  Good !  It  must  have  been  Eke  physic  to  the  British  colo- 
nel to  have  to  give  *em  up." 

"  Yes,  indeed !  But  here  are  the  orders,  both  for  Captain 
Porgy's  and  mine.  You  must  take  the  negroes  into  your  own 
keeping — take  them  to  Moore's  house.  *  up  the  path,'  and  Moore 
and  his  two  sons  will  take  turns  with  you,  for  a  few  days,  in 

-       2 
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watching  them.  We  will  keep  within  the  ganison  till  the  Brit- 
ish troojjs  leave,  and  our  own  people  march  in,  and  shall  then 
escape  any  danger  from  detachments  about  the  country.  In  a 
week  or  ten  days  we  may  safely  depart.  I  will  leave  town  with 
you.  Here  we  are,  at  Mrs.  Merchant's.  You  will  take  the  car- 
riage, and  go  at  once  to  the  '  hulk.'  My  friends  there,  Miles, 
Johnson,  and  Sturgis,  will  help  you  to  procure  the  negix)cs,  and 
here  is  General  Leslie's  order  for  keeping  them  in  your  posses- 
sion undisturbed.  I  will  get  the  protection  of  our  commissioners 
also,  who  will  be  in  town  to-mon*ow.  Now,  Fordham,  I  leave 
all  in  your  hands.     Good-morning." 


CHAPTER   VI. 

THB  OLD   ROGUES  MAKE   NEW   PLOTS. 

'*  May  the  foul  fiend  deliver  us  from  such  a  woman !"  was 
the  exclamation  of  Moncrieff,  as  his  two  confederates  entered 
the  apai-tment ;  and  he  swore  tenibly  as  **  our  army  did  in  Flan- 
ders." 

"  Why,  what's  the  matter  1  anything  more — anything  worse  ?" 
demanded  M'Kewn. 

"  Ay,  indeed !"  answered  Moncrieff,  busily  looking  among  his 
papers — and  he  told  of  the  further  requisition  which  the  widow 
had  made  for  the  negroes  of  Porgy. 

"  But  you  did  not  give  them  up  1" 

*'  How  the  devil,  could  I  help  it  ?"  was  the  fierce  response  of 
the  British  colonel.    M*Kewn  was  almost  as  furious. 

"  I'd  liave  seen  her  d— d  first !"  cried  the  other. 

"  Oh !  you  would,  would  you  ?  but  she  would  have  had  the 
negroes,  though  you  d— d  her  into  the  deepest  part  of  your 
own  future  dominions." 

And  he  then  told  of  the  precaution  taken  by  the  wily  widow 
^how  she  had  placed  her  friends  in  watch  upon  the  "hulk," 
leaving  them  no  opportunity  for  evasion.  For  the  time,  they 
were  in  her  power. 

*  I  would  have  baffled  her  if  the  thing  could  have  been  done : 


TH£  OLD   ROGUES  MAKE  NEW   PLOTS.  27 

but  I  saw  no  way  of  escape.  She  has  the  order,  and  it  will  not 
be  long  before  the  negroes  are  in  her  keeping." 

Moncrieff  and  M'Kewn  were  equally  savage.  Bostwick,  who 
had  nothing  to  lose,  and  could  not  be  made  to  disgorge,  was  com- 
paratively cool  and  indifferent.  The  anger  of  the  two  former 
having  subsided  a  little,  tliey  began  to  congratulate  themselves 
that  the  matter  was  no  worse — that  they  had  got  off,  in  fact,  so 
casUy.  The  requisition  might  as  readily  have  relieved  them  of 
two  hundred  as  of  twenty  negroes.  The  question  with  tliem 
was,  in  what  way  to  save  the  residuev  The  widow  had  only  to 
report  what  she  knew,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  American 
army,  to  wrest  fi*dm  them  all  of  their  ill-gotten  fugitives.  For- 
tunately for  them,  the  commissioners  were  not  then  in  the  city. 
They  were  in  the  American  camp,  procuring  all  possible  forms 
of  proof  for  the  reclamadon  of  the  goods  of  citizens.  They 
might,  and  probably  would,  return  to  the  city,  in  the  space  of 
another  day,  and  the  first  object  with  our  Arcadians,  was  how, 
meanwhile,  to  secure  the  rest  of  the  stolen  negroes.  But  the 
parties  interested  had  their  mode  of  operation,  and  were  not 
without  experience.  It  will  suffice  here,  if  we  mention  the  fact 
that,  but  very  few  of  the  two  hundred  remaining  in  the  **  hulk,*' 
after  Mrs.  Eveleigh  had  secured  hers,  were  ever  restored  to  their 
owners.  The  next  morning,  at  dawn,  found  the  "  hulk"  empty, 
while  one  of  the  transports  had  hauled  out  into  the  stream,  ready 
to  depart  at  a  given  signal.  To  arrange  these  matters,  our  oom- 
panions  needed  little  discussion. 

''  And  now,*'  said  Moncrieff.  "  now  that  wo  have  resolved  what 
is  to  be  done,  I  will  give  yoa  the  order  without  delay.  That 
drunken  rascal,  Dort,  must  be  relieved  of  all  such  tnists  in  in- 
tnre.  This  woman,  through  some  of  her  friends,  has  practised 
upon  his  love  of  Hollands.  She  had  never  got  a  peep  at  those 
books  otherwise.  We  must  give  their  charge  to  Witsell.  Dc 
you  keep  here,  M'Kewn,  and  see  that  Bostwick  does  not  expose 
the  beauties  of  his  face  until  I  send  Waldron  to  you.  He  will 
tell  you  if  the  coast  be  clear.  For  his  own  sake,  it  will  not  do 
to  identify  him  in  my  quarters.  Indeed,  I  don't  know  but  that 
mj  own  character  needs  the  same  precaution.  You  are  not, 
Master  Bostwick,  the  handsomest  piece  of  humanity  that  the 
world  has  witnessed." 
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'*  I  am  jist  as  God  made  me.  Colonel  Monciieff,"  respouded 
tlie  squatter,  sulkily. 

"  Pooh  !  pooh  !  BoBtwick,  that's  all  a  mistake.  Do  you  sup- 
pose that  God  made  you  at  all  ?  If  he  did,  do  you  presume  to 
say  til  at  you  are  In  just  as  good  condition  as  when  you  came  oat 
of  his  hands  r 

"Ef  I'm  changed  for  the  worse,  colonel,  I  know  who  has 
helped  to  change  me,"  and  the  fellow's  eyes  looked  alternately 
to  his  two  companions. 

*♦  What !  you  would  give  us  the  credit  of  your  had  improve- 
ments ;  but  you  know  better,  Bostwick.  We  found  you  as  ycu 
are,  a  ready  made  rascal,  my  lad ;  and  employed  you  fai  a  buffl- 
ness  fbr  which  your  education  was  complete.  But  you  want 
money,  M*Kewn  says  t  Well,  we  must  give  you  a  little.  Fri'e 
guineas  you  sayt  There  it  is.  And  now.  Master  Bostwick, 
you  are  pretty  well  paid.  In  fact,  considering  our  losses  this 
moniing —  the  seven  of  the  widow  Eveleigh,  and  the  seven  "more 
of  the  rebel.  Captain  Porpoise — seven,  is  it,  or  six  % — where  the 
d — ^1  can  those  memorandums  be? — I  say,  considering  these 
losses,  you  are  something  overpaid.  But  we  won't  be  tight  with 
you,  my  good  fellow ;  and,  as  M'Kewn  hints,  I  will  leave  you, 
at  parting,  a  tolerable  supply  of  stores  with  which  yon  can  do  a 
clever  little  business,  hereafter,  with  your  rebel  friends.  How 
does  this  plan  suit  you  ?" 

"  I  reckon  it  must  do,  colonel." 

•«  Do !  By ,  my  good  fellow,  you  are  about  the  mort  un- 
grateful, and  not  easily  satisfied  scoundrel  of  my  acquaintance !" 

**  And  it's  a  mighty  large  one  too,  I  reckon,"  was  the  answer 
of  Bostwick,  with  a  grin  that  seemed  to  show  that  he  was  folly 
crnscious  of  the  sarcasm  contained  in  his  reply. 

••  You  aw  right  my  handsome  fellow — ^many  rascals  in  it,  no 

doubt,  but  no  one,  by ,  who  seems  8(  little  grateful  for  Kt- 

Ue  favors  as  yourself.  But,  wliere,  the  d — 1,  are  these  mem- 
orandums t    Hax'e  yxs\x  seen  them,  M'Kewn  I" 

**  Yott  mean  Uiose  of  tlie  negroes  ?'* 

**  Y«8 ;  to  be  sure !  I  had  tliem  here  but  a  while  a^ ;"  and 
as  he  spoke,  Hcmerieff  looked  suspiciously  al  Bostwick.  Ha 
tmbled  ovor  the  papem  on  his  laUe,  bmt  without  eOecC    Ha 
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failed  to  fii  d  what  he  sought.    M'Keim  interested  himself  also 
in  the  search. 

**  Gonkl  the  widow  hare  laid  hands  npon  them  ?"  he  snddenly 
asked,  vith  some  anxiety. 

"No!  Impossible!"  said  Moncrieff,  and  his  ejes  again 
glanced  at  Bostwick,  who  sat  sullenly  beside  the  fireplace,  look- 
ing down  upon  the  hearth.  M'Kewn  also  glanced  in  the  same 
direction  ;   but  his  mind  reverted  again  to  his  former  suspicion. 

"  If  the  widow  has  laid  hands  on  them,  it  will  bo  a  bad  busi- 
ness," said  he,  apprehensively. 

**  Pshaw  !  she  wouldn't  have  toudied  them  for  the  world.  A 
lady,  M'KeWn— a  lady." 

**  If  she  did  take  them,  there's  no  way  of  getting  them  from 
her." 

**  I  should  certainly  be  the  last  man  to  tiiink  of  demandtng 
them.  But,  continue  the  search,  M'Kewn.  Look  among  the 
papers  in  the  other  room.  I  must  hurry  off  to  DoTt,.and  see  to 
this  business." 

When  he  was  gone,  M*Kewn  exdfdmod — 

**  Lady  or  no  lady.  III  lay  my  life,  that  woman  has  poeketed 
the  papers !" 

"What  pt»|»<jrst"  asked  Bostwick,  indifferently. 

**  The  papers  diac  will  hang  you  like  a  dogi  fooi  I  The  mem- 
orandums of  all  the  negroes  brmight  in  durfaig  the  last  month, 
and  who  brought  them,  and  whwice  they  were  taken.  My  name 
and  yours  are  both-  upon  the  paper." 

"  Who  put  'cm  there  1    I  can't  write.  You  must  ha'  done  it." 

*•  So  I  did.  I  had  to  keep  your  accounts  as  well  as  my  own, 
with  Moncneff.  Look  you,  Bostwick,  we  must  find  out  if  she's 
got  them,  and  if  she  has,  we  must  get  them  'from  her,  or  the 
country  will  be  too  hot  to  hold  us." 

'*  I  don't  see.  There's  a  paper,  you  say,  with  your  name  and 
my  name ;  but  anybody  can  write  my  name,  and  I'm  not  answer- 
able if  I  don't  write  it  myself.  I  reckon,  if  there's  anybody  in 
danger,  you  are  the  man." 

"Tou  reckon  so,  do  you] — as  if  my  evidence  won't  convict 
you,  should  the  paper  convict  wfi;-^for  I  must  show  how  the 
negroes  came  into  my  hands.  Don't  be  a  fool,  Bostwick.  We 
must  get  those  papers !" 
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**  Well  —bow  ?     I'm  agreeable  to  anytbing." 

**  I'm  glad  to  hear  you  say  bo,  and  to  make  the  necessity  seem 
more  reasonable  to  you,  let  me  bint  that  we  most  not  only  ^ei 
the  papers  back,  but  the  negroes.  They're  as  good  to  you  as 
ready  money." 

"  How  can  it  be  done  ?"  asked  the  squatter. 

'*  I  must  find  out  when  the  widow  and  the  slayes  leave  town. 
You  can  easily  pick  up  half-a-dozen  of  the  fellows  of  Huck'a 
gang,  can't  you  V 

"  For  good  pay,  and  guineas  in  hand,  I  reckon." 

*'  You  shall  have  them.  If  we  can  find  out  when  she  leaves 
town,  you  can  intercept  her  and  recover  the  papers 'and  the  ne- 
groes. We  shall  have  a  transport  sloop  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Edisto,  off  and  on,  for  the  next  two  weeks.  In  that  tune  the 
negroes  must  be  off  for  the  plantation,  as  they  will  be  wanted 
pretty  soon  for  breaking  up  the  rice  land.  If  you  can  recover 
them,  you  pan  push  down  the  Edisto  in  boats,  where  Barton  and 
Drummond  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  you.     Do  you  see  ?" 

**  Yes — cl'ar  enough.  But  there's  no  gitting  the  boy6,  with- 
out the  guineas  in  hand,  I'm  rather  owing  them  something 
now,  and  they  won't  b'lieve  me  unless  I  kin  show  them  the 
gould." 

"  You  shall  be  provided.  Leave  it  to  me  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary information,  while  you  go  and  pick  up  the  refugees.  Half- 
a-dozen  stout  fellows,  in  all,  will  probably  answer,  and  you,  your- 
self, can  make  the  sixth  man.  The  fewer  the  better.  They 
are  more  manageable,  and  the  pay  will  be  larger  to  each.  When 
you  have  engaged  your  men,  promise  the  cash,  and  come  to  me 
for  the  money." 

Waldron  at  the  moment  entered. 

"  The  Colonel  says  all's  dear,  Mr.  M*Kewn." 

"Then  I'm  off;"  swd  Bostwick.  "  I  know  whei-e  Dick  Nor- 
ris  and  Eafe  Burke  keep,  and  they  can  show  me  tlie  other  men 
I'll  come  to  you  at  your  own  place  to-night,  Mr.  M*Kewn." 

"  Very  good,  only  be  sure  and  keep  sober.  You  will  need  all 
yeur  senses." 

.  *'  I'll  walk  a  crack  witli  you  any  day,"  answered  the  other, 
as  he  hurried  out  of  the  room  witli  Waldron.  For  a  moment 
after  his  departuw,  M'Kewn  sat  Tnusing.    Then,  appearing  to 
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recover  Ills  thoughts,  lie  proceeded  anew  to  seai'ch  for  the  missing 
papei*8  among  the  piles  which  lay  upon  the  table. 

"  ril  look,"  he  muttered,  "  but  something  tells  me  that  woman 
has  got  them.  She  may  do  mischief  with  them,  and,  unluckily, 
it's  just  in  her  neighborhood  now  that  most  of  my  interest  lies. 
There's  that  estate  of  Porgy  :  my  mortgage  covers  his  land.— 
'riiere's  Gillon's,  which  Tve  bought  out  and  out — all,  as  I  may 
say,  alongside  of  her.  If  she  has  the  papei-s,  though  they  may 
absolutely  prove  nothing  certain,  they  prove  too  much.  She 
will  hardly  make  use  of  them  now.  The  British  going  out,  and 
the  Americans  coming  in,  will  cause  a  stir  for  sometime,  and 
shell  be  quiet 'till  all  the  hubbub's  over.  Then! — But  that 
will  give  us  time,  and  time  is  half  the  capital  of  a  wise  m.in. 
She's  a  monstrous  fine  woman.  What  an  eye  she  carries  in  her 
head  1  What  a  head !  I  must  see  her  again  !  She  has  a  /ine 
estate,  almost  joining  those  I  got  of  Gillon." 

We  need  not  follow  him  in  his  musings.  Enough  to  say  that 
his  search  was  fruitlessly  continued,  for  sometime  longer,  after 
the  missing  papers. 


L__ 


CHAPTER   VII. 

NEW  ISSUES   BETWEEN   OLD  ALLIES. 

Satukuav,  tlie  14th  of  December,  1782,  was  the  day,  memo- 
rable in  the  annals  of  Charleston,  for  the  evacuation  of  that  city 
bj  its  British  conquerors.  They  had  held  possession  of  it  for 
two  years,  seven  months  and  two  days.  Painfnl  to  them  was 
the  necessity  of  depai-ting  from  a  re^on  in  which  they  had  been 
so  successfol  in  combining  profit  with  pleasure.  They  had 
spoiled  the  Egyptians  with  a  vengeance — had  luxuriated  in 
their  flesh-pots  for  a  long  season,  and  naturally  tore  themselves 
away  with  reluctance.  Nobody  suffered  more  grievously  from 
the  necessity  than  our  thirsty  colonel  of  engineers,  Moncrfeff 
Tet,  no  one,  probably,  had  so  successfully  engaged  in  the  busi- 
I  of  "  appropriation."     His  portion  of  the  spoils,  in  negroea 
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alouc,  is  estiinated  at  eight  hundred.  These  had  been  shipped, 
at  various  periods,  for  the  West  India  islands,  as  soon  as  it  be- 
came obvious  to  all  that  the  war  was  about  to  close,  and  the 
evacuation  was  inevitable.  Fully  two  hundred  slaves,  as  we  have 
seen,  were  about  to  accompany  his  depaiture,  all  to  his  credit ; 
the  profits  of  which,  in  some  degree,  served  to  alleviate  the  dis- 
quiet that  he  felt  at  the  discontinuance  of  a  career,  the  fruits  of 
which  had  been  so  abundant.  In  respect  to  these,  there  was  a 
final  conference  between  himself  and  M*Kewn,  at  the  dawning 
of  the  day  assigned  for  the  exodus  of  the  British.  M*Kown 
sought  the  British  colonel  in  his  chamber,  and  while  tlie  latter 
was  yet  yawning  dismally,  not  thoroughly  awake,  at  once  over  his 
own  broken  slumbers,  and  the  cheerlessness  of  the  prospect,  the 
former  opened  the  last  business  interview  that  was  destined  to 
take  place  between  the  parties,  by  a  somewhat  abrupt  reference 
to  the  one  matter  which  particularly  concerned  himself." 

"  You  have  not  found  the  memorandum,  colonel  V* 

"  No,  i\ — n  it,  it  is  gone,  certainly.  I  have  searched  every- 
where bu':  in  vain.  Your  rascal,  Bostwick,  has  it,  in  all  probi^- 
bility.  I  can  hardly  persuade  myself  that  the  woman  took  it. 
She  is  too  much  of  a  lady." 

"  That  may  be,  yet  I  doubt ;  and,  indeed,  I'm  not  so  sure 
that  even  as  a  lady,  she  need  have  any  scruples  at  putting  in 
her  pocket  a  document  which  so  much  concerned  her  own  in- 
terest." 

"  Ah !  and  that's  your  opinion  t"  said  Moncrieff,  yawning, 
with  an  insolent  contempt  in  his  manner.  "  But,  permit  me  to 
say,  M*Kewn,  that  your  habits  in  life,  and  busmess,  are  not, 
perhaps,  tlie  best  calcula|:ed  to  make  you  a  judge  in  such  mat- 
ters. The  rules  which  govern  the  conduct  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men do  not  necessarily  occur  to  persons  in  trade.  Tliey  are, 
perhaps,  almost  exclusively  understood  by  those  only  whose  life 
from  the  beginning  has  been  in  society,  and  among  that  class 
which  finds  its  chief  occupation  in  tliis  very  study.  Now,  you 
are  a  shrewd  man  of  business,  M*Kewn — devilish  shi*ewd  as  a 
man  of  business — one  may  say  wise,  indeed — certamly,  mon- 
strous knowing — but  you  will  admit  that  you  have  paid  but 
small  attention  to  the  affairs  of  polite  society.  You  can  not  well 
"Merstand  them,  my  good  fellow.     Permit  me  to  repeat  that 
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Mrs.  I^veleigb,  w^^  w«i9-bom  ini  the  p«rpl»  i}Mm}m>hi  v#h 
toerhcyf  n^'#r  poiiU' bl|i'».4tJita  tlii0<piiperx-»*^tieY«r|i  li^viBrt^ 

M'Kewn's  br(yw.beoAiii&  ciHOracted  kd  :lie  listened  toe  thitf  «#Mi- 
ore  sfiBQ^  ,  It  bc^trayed  the  eoiiiteitipt^,w|tb6ttntiy  cU&ht)  for 
the  ooi)^^#i^meAl|,:Tfitb  wbidb  tbe  insoMnt  offioinl  ivigarded  Mm. 
All  m^ii^m  6h  OQiKMli«jf  tbiB  eontettpl  were  dt  4ii.'«nd.  l%e 
intonovspTwa^.-QTOir;  bttfcween .  tbem.  *ThB  ^orange:  had  bMn 
fm%  aiiQked|iii9cl<MrKevn4;(wld  iio  lottger  beof  use/t^^i^'tvii- 
riae.of  iij»  w»(4Qgfiet«  He  felt  dU  tbis^  inMlm  ihsUbti' but.tt  wAs 
not  bis  policy  to  express  tbe  iilcUgnatioB  Whkb  it  prvvok^di-  *A 
Bbfixprnti^^tmi  Vftdaedk  lUnost  fonoed  itefway  beturtenhisl^tcfetb ; 
but  be  <:!?«sb^  iimm  togeiber,  itt  the'  peiil  Di  bis-lip0»  ipd'  held 
his  faaee  jotittt  tb|»  Impolae*  wiis  oybc    fEiieti  he  mid,  qMtlf^^ 

**  fiofftwifik^  I  kiMW#  colUd  nofi  bav^  taken  the  ^iifef ,  ^  the 
scoondc^  ciui'l  rMd  •  sJrlkbWmd  hnew  siot  thibt  sqA  a  pii^r 
vss  is  wis^npe*.  Tbe  teirikptittioii  ta  the  wifiew,  Srdbigh,  iras 
gpoat,  mtd  tf  shs^  Ins  -it  m  hisr  p^ssesmn^  the  sffidv  b^omes  a 
T«]^  S6fion4  ope  to  kne/*  .M. 

"^  Wl|y,  yes»'!  r^Miied  the  oAer»  with  an  sir  of  the  greatest 
saog  ih^  "  it  mi^t  hattgjyen,  M^Kewn." 

''  Hardly  that  ^  b«t  it  wtooldiraia  aia^V 

««you  have  mwnayd  hadly*  Why  did  j«b  imf«sl  in  real 
«ii^ate  1  How  C9«}d  yoi!  «xpactlto  nudLe^  away  with  itT  How 
could  yon  e;||>eet  to  remain  after  onv-departiire  V  Wh^Jhwrthis 
paf)|r  Jvtisea.'Qr  li^  you  an vinotfjsjeaiiiaitted  irreroeably  ^kMi 
the  rebels.  Here  you  have  be^h  a'CMitfattlov  fbrthi^  British 
tfrmy'^J^m  lfwt»'Wi^iof  iktaitdia^amtB  ^i  air'Haiity^*«-ail'iin- 
foi^yable  offence.  That  yon  are  a.  credftd^  of  some  of  Ihe 
rshelst  mi,  hili  mortgigdi^  upon  tiieir  esuitas^  are  ^niy^lCddi- 
tional  v6as<md/for:the  oonfifleation'of  your  pn^rty,  |Md  the  e^i. 
dangenj^.tof^onc  person^  sitfeiy.  It  has  ahrs^'Saented  to 
aae  tbe^gieatelt  f(dly  thaiyonishoiild  think  ioreipahk.  It  i^l^t 
too  lafe  ..If  ddtonmne  ttkon^wiscOy.  Abandon'  diese  A^HianNyos 
acres,  these  Hens,  whipbiTinll  be  wholly  wKwthless  4o  f(M,'f^t^ 
l^]|HW8eifiahbardi;be£eetbefmthBai«y  nior^         ' 

U'K«wit  aeeoftedf  to!)bffaod  ^dnlho'sn^gebdon  ferafowi  ilio- 
noM^'tkon  lodkkig  ji|»nnidd^l}r,> replied^  : 

«*  If  d !  it  Uinim  inipitaufale.  i  dkmAA  he  a  btsgg^r  elsewhei^. 
Mf  wlioteijcilpilal.coBsiBts  in  Aob^  hmfls,  and  tbasW  ivi»n6  nfv 
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mj  vhok  stook  m  tn^da.  I  nMi^t  take  my  chuice.  I  do  not 
tiuok  that  my  debtors,  tiumgh  rebdli»  w9l  take  adYantage  of  my 
riliiatiott ;  and  favt  lor  tkis  aeeonad  paper^— — ** 

**0k!  d— »ii  the  paper!  Let's  hear  qo  more  about  it  Toa 
•ee  my  desk  these.  It  eontains  the  only  papers  in  my  posses- 
sen  whieh  I  have  mat  dostn^ed.  These  wid  go  tdth  me,  and 
tan  Beyer  liae  against  y  e«.  I  ean  ssy  no  more  (m  the  snljeet. 
I  repeat,  yoa  are  an  i^ot  if  yon  stay.  Ton  tin  not  hope  for 
mfy^.  Take  to  ^e  fleet,  and  be  aboard  aSi  soon*  as  yon  can. 
This  ia  my  last  attd  best  eoonseL'* 

M*Kewn  knged  to  ntter  the  swage  answeip  ividdi  he  eottld 
have  syoken— >k)nged  to  sniqp  his  ftagers  in  the  face  of  the  inso- 
laat  Bkiton.asid  Sell  him  that  whie  he  fimded  that  he  used  him, 
he  was  Mmmit  vsed-*-Aai  he  had  gnarantecs  of  safety  of 
i^Mh  Ae  edMr  did  not  draun,  sand  whkh,  had  he  known, 
wwdd  have  psehably  a—red  hisB  a  Aritish,  qsnte  as  soon 
Ma»  ABMrisangaUsr«a;«*hatthe«oiBenftfbr  SQcJi  daring  had 
not  oome  by  soTeral  hows.  He  reaerred  hims^  lor  thk  rda- 
tsan  la  the  monssit  when  the  Ameriean  atnrf  was  Csiriy  within 
^hecity.  A  slight  smile^  thevefiMW,  was  empteyed  to  diadow  Ids 
fntave  putpoae.  Moncrisff  did  net  peieeife  the  sinister  meaning 
ef  this  asiihi     he  aided«*»rath«r  est  eipSaswriy  than  knidly— 

•If  y<m  B^est  myeaiaalTemwiMdeseifeyenr  fate.  Yet, 
I  s«MM  yeau  M<&aM,  k  wfll  dwtieas  ae  to  hear  that  so  shrvwd 
%  BMsnasamaB  naa  aaan  snsHnasy  mAoe  loiMe  a  woooen  ■erse, 
mad  wnpsaHdfA  wMmtsHr^wL** 

«I  as^tint  ye«  hara  BMlhii^fBiaiis  ftrie, €Slosid.»wa8fho 
enlyaMMrefM*Ij«nL 

■>  Se,  my  gead  lhllwr>  nnlhii§  T^teyoarseireCMw^wUe 
Indkaa^tsaaL  Thase  is  the  b  hi  lug  gan.  Yotteaaseeme 
att^MmklfyiNidssiieit;  hatffiath.thecttresaovrorpait. 

r.  that  I  do  Mt  know  hnt 
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of liimor  tot  geMetisasi  or  lady.    He  deseires  to  he  iMitf ged  for 
thftt;  if  iKHfaibg  dm.    So  I  lihere,  Widdron.*' 

And  linging  hifl  bell  fbriondy,  otir  elceUent  colonel  elitered 
upon  tlie  AitSM  of  Ub  toilet. 

MeiuhrtAe,  tlie'l&TiMiiecw  of  tiie'  d«y  trii9  MAy  h^gm'in  the 
Americtti  6atnp,  atfid  witbin  tUe  Knet  of  tbe  gMfrisoU.  By  a  plain 
preyiouslj  agreed  upon  between  (3en«/ral  X^sSb'of -tbe  one»  and' 
Oentad'Oteene  of  tbe  o&er  army,  the  firii£8b'  column  was  to  be 
in  motion  at  tbe  firing  of  tbe  morning  gun,  witbdrawing  horn  tlie 
lines,  near  Sbubrick'd  farm,  and  mdving  tiirougb  tbe  city  to  tbe 
wfcalrves.  At  tbe  same  moment,  tbe  advance  of  tbe  Amencand, 
under  General  Wayne — wbo  bad  been  appToacbing  fW>m  Asb- 
ley  Perry,  wbere  O^eene's  army  lay — was  to  fbllow  slowly 
upon  tbeir  fbotsteps,  unto  tbe  dty,  abandoned  by  tbe  one, 
sbould  be  fully  occupied  by  tbe  fbTces  of  tbe  otber.  Ilie  fleet 
of  tbe  Britisb,  more  tban  tbree  bundred  sail,  lay  at  anchor  in  tbe 
ro4dfl;'ati^tehihg,  hi'  a  beautlftd  crescent,  froth  Port  Johnson  to 
Five  Paihotn  Hole.  •*  It  l^ras  a  grand  and  pleasfaig  sight,"  says 
old  Moultrfe,  %bo  accompanied  Greene  in  bis  triumphal  entry. 
Not  less  pleasing  to  tbe  war-worn  and  retummg  patriots,  and  the 
brave  glorious  dames,  wbo  cheered  them  in  their  weary  strug* 
gle,  was  tbe  progress  of  tbe  troops  of  tbe  conqueror,  sullenly 
retiitig  from  their  places  of  pleasure  ahd  pasturage.  Tbe  "v^- 
dowB,  balconies,  honsetops,  in  aU*  tbe  pttncipal  streets,  wore 
crowded  wtfb  happy  smiling  fKces,  beholdhig  with  equal  joy  the 
jibpartnre  of  the  one  dynasty,  and  the  reappeiurance  of  the 
oflier.  At  ab  ^larly  hour  of  tbe  day  die  Embarkation  of  the 
Britisb  began,  but  it  was  not  till  near  eleven,  A.  M.,  whto  the 
rear-guard  biegan  to  IQe,  ^th  measured  steps,  through  the  cen- 
tre of'  the  city.  Wayne's  detachment,  consisting  of  three  hun- 
dred Tight  hiftntry,  twenty  ai^eiy  witik  two  nz-pounders,  and 
dghty  of  Lee's  cavalry,  foBowing  them  at  an  hiterval  ot  two 
hnndred  yards  only,  constituted  the  advance  of  the  American 
army.  It  was  a  novel  situation  for  both  parties  to  approach  to 
inch  propfnqtdty  yet  keep  from  blows ;  and  tbe  Britisb  evinced 
no  small' fe^ng  of  disquiet,  as,  in  the  impatience  of  the  fbrmer, 
ttf  obtain  possessioii  ofthat  dty  fbr  which  they  bad  so  long  been 
striving,  they  pressed  forward  at  a  pace  which  promised  to  nnitto 
tbe  two'  armies  iA  due  indistinguisbable  mass. 
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head  of  the  Americana;  *' yqif,  are  .too  ffst  i}]^^^  u^  gf^nt^^mei) 
•r-yw.'prew  ijp^a  U3  top  cjoady."  .... 

The  American  general  was  comp^e4  to^  <^11  ^  VIt^rr-4a^ 
then  the  dkwU.pm  frofp  th«  bpiyse^ps  wd  tii^.  V^ccoj^  wIM^e 
tiaimpets  blai;ed»  aiid  a  tVou9^  g^ hn^to.  bann^  vero  &afig 
out  iu  air  a4  th^  Cfj  .Yrpnt.flp— » 

.  ^IVelcome,  welcome  hoive,  brave  be^rtal  God  bl^^  ypii» 
gaUajot  feottoai^i^  r 

.  ♦*  How  the  bnitea  Wwl  !'*.  muttered,  Mj^n^cy^itQ  $me  who  jat 
that  momefit  jpgg^d  his  elb^w^  "  ^  J  is  it  f  o^>  li'I^wn  }  Xopi, 
are|u3t  h>  time  tp  a^  iajcewfH"  ,../,;.  » 

''But  I  shipl  not  sajr.it»0ir/'  was  the  r^l^^  j^  a  ton/^iand. 
with  a  manner  which ^  once  drew-upicm  the  spie^akef  the.  astpn- 
ifhed  4tikfntion  of  the  Bri^tish  ojScpn 

^I^l  what's  the  matter  now r    . 
,  **  Bead  ^lat.f^  yourieiaore,  ColoneL  MpMcnpff,"  j^aid.MtlCQ^jp, 
lymdJBg  hiifi  a  billet  wh^ere  he  etpp^^  pishing  j^iis  pl^tfii^g  fteed* 
beneath  a  low  .h^coi)L7  near  GM^viieKs^  in  Jdipetipg  ^tre^t*    >Ion* 
crieff  took  the  l^ajper^  and  proceeded  to  open  it  on  th^  ^ot 

"  It  will  tpadi  yp^  sir,'^  .centinned  M*Kewi^^  "  tbft  ypif  ^^re 
never  more  mp  tod  tbun  when  yofi  thpug^t  tc^  jpur^i.  !*' 
.  With  these  wprds  he  disanpeared  witl%  the  d)|v;eljling  before 
wjhic;b  the  «cene  toek  place.  Moncnefi^  a^pn^ed,  looked  about 
Uim,  bnt  not  seeing  the  spt^er,  he  turned  to  thot  biJUi^t.  lu  a 
q^oment  bis  ey^  glittered. with,  sudden  rage»  and  in  t^e,  next  in- 
sist the  voice  of  M'S^wn  jgrofu  Uie  b^qeny-  Al\oye  gpe  uew . 
ii^pn)«e:tp  his  fury.  .    .  , 

"  ]lather  a  new  fefttjwe  in  the  history,  QpIw^  J^9^weff  1" 

"  Hail  villain,  but  you  shall  not  escape  me  I'.y  an^t^ius  speak- 
i«^  he  dashed  v^  to  .the  balcoii[y»  which,  on  h<^^MbaQk  <^  1>& 
WtftPt  his  drawn  y^Wo^  QUgbt  b&vei'eached^  But  tbp  ^4^  ij^alks 
wpre ,  covered  wij;h  ^pectators^  who  were  no^  dispo^pcj  ^9,  .give 
way»  and  one  of  thesot  an  xdd  man  with  a  gieat  white  boaid^  ,but 
sturdy^d  £eafdess,  gi*asped  the  bridle  of  the  horse  and  forced 
him  back.  At  the  same  moment,  Ma|or  Barry  hurried  forward, 
t^fr  hiipfielf  between,  ^nd  drew  Jdk^ncrieff  aw^ajy.    The  proe^ . 

*%y#^  again  iUjUiption. 
Wliat  are  you  at,  Moncrieff  ? — this  will  nevi^  do.    A  single 


NEW  ISSUES  sttmnm  old  alues.  8T 

rashneas  will  bring  their  whole  force  upon  ob,  and  three  foorthi 
of  onr  army  are  already  embarked  t" 

<*  D — n  the  sconndrel  1"  was  the  exclamation  of  Monciieff  as 
he  suffered  himself  to  be  led  away.  **  I  would  give  fifty  guineas 
for  a  chanee  at  his  eaft^ir^andff^afil)!  lia^O^spoke,  like  a  hyena, 
at  the  balcony  where  iL'kewn  stood,'  the  centre  of  a  crowd  of 
men  and  women^lMrPiaaiiiilsw^fidi'bjT^  §fll,4rom  his  former 
ally  which  added  a  hundred-fold  to  his  vexation.  The  con- 
eottrte  beheidf  ihSH  lingular  ftc^iie»  «im|  Many  o§  Ihipnr  ifeanl  the 
limj;[ieiiRgeiiHd<^'the  BtrH^  «ok«i«l  hjid  eiAplo^dw  '^•iijieik» 
quince  I'Alsed  MlteFwn  iacdnoei'ftiWytoihgiXeiUbisHim*  Tk^ 
mHatk^hohiA  pv6v«ked  Hh^^ief  ltoflc«leflA'W«siMOBisi9ilfriM 
thai  fMoA  AUd  'f/hm  a pMM.  Bttt Ih^ fjocwtoott-moyadon^ 
aiid  tie'-^artii^  wfe«^  soon  ^i^f^aiiMedi        •         < 

The  dAnoiB  itosrearied'.  T^tn^pmimtg'tmiik^Tximr^vMfy 
Deals.  Asthe^rich  seaHet  unifeiaitf  of  tlw  Biiliili  diiappfaro* 
mo  Bmio  Bttcf^,  gi^at  festoons  were  «wuiig  ttannmUeMtg; 
wMdl  they  had  left,  and  the  ciowds  teoMased  in  Ao  bileenioss 
Then,  tk^-^ayne  pressM  fbrwa^d  willr  hii^hibi)  coitd/'4B'^^biMo 
^k1iiU«,  i^eshbtfetsw^nttap^lhYOdouhM-plMli;^  fttAied  Ofr- 
Wart£hth^solMiin  aifQtery-^galki^'f»¥i*^'thoijgMy  iMMMnfon 
dt  LdoTs  8f({tiadro^.^wh^  the  TatOe  of  ^rums  In  the  dte^atoett 
loinotttteed  the  graMuil  a^Macb  of  IM  maki  «Miy  efthe  Amotf^ 
catttt.  At  3  P.  M.,  Hb^  t^Mr-gnard  aMMiotmeed'llMs-'afi^roadh  o# 
aeikeitf  ^MmM^;  the  got^nM  of  ibid  iUrl^,  MaAwwto;  'Witi^ihe 
eMsd'tbf^  state  r-clMtdy  ibllowod'  ^  Qotiei<il  <6lM  toid'  thi 
lM*v«^oM  'Hotfttf^;  dkiM  a^otupaniedr^  A  neblv  einSopiroeeo* 
skm*  ^KAB^i&fttig^  halted  iii  Broad ^lreel,oppoi^>lh«  spot^ttc^Rf 
oei^(rt'Hy th^  Htok  bf tkmtk  eHu«^^  ABd<tfii^ll»iKs^^Mel- 
eottte  wfaMhlaflisd  the  iiji^pearfuid^ c(f 'tho'defenMn <sf  ibe  eisvit* 
try;  acdMultotid'^tbe  fitttil  entbaHditi^  of  tlke^  Ibe.  TMm^ts 
s^^ttoi^  liiMly^^ditims  rMtA  'frbth'  a  hiwdMiA  towpi^mm 
pdbttti  $M  tho^  Ciitthon  belched  tffri^  Ih^  mighty  tiMondersi  In 
^kho  to  the  ^nend  voice  of  puMic  iliank^Kfv4ng. 


'/   ui  If 
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Thb  4Uy  .pMMd  off  .w  pkMuromUe  exokemdoA^  ^hicb  did  is^ 
md  wML<h6  niylit*  A»  tHomwiitioii  j$»U9vie4«. and  ayexy  hwm 
1NM  throm  iHiibtfor  the  temfftimQt  Itfendt  ifi^vis^n^  t^e 
wIHmj  bands  ware:  ilk  Jbll  r^uMtUtt  ;;,a»d,  U>#  iv^riy.  vi^fk^ 
sooiidiBg.  Jrani4htt^  tfafvt  gveat  JboM»,;Ui  abmft  .nxf^iy  Jf^x^ei  of* 
the  city  denoted  the  exteiiip<Hq»,4#Dci|^T|Ma;t7,  lu^l)  tbe^joyii^ 
nennkmof  Iflig.  ,nf  yaraliod, .  IriapaJU  i  and  4oaf  onei^  jTonidatity 
iatorpo^:  to  jwm  none,  of  A(0  oonviyiaUty*  Tbore  .were  x^ 
todiowi  rcenm^flpialf ,  The  atrangeioB  were  knov;Q  friend^,  asii 
moeiwiAil  Tutor^  and  wiqnAstumed  faiffi^tisiUf  w^re.^  l^  (^i^o|:)ed 
and  newj^rdMU* .  Tbora  bad  been  Uttf^  time,  and  jei^Tx^c^an^^.^ 
a»y  gtnlej^r  QeMi|09i«jk  I^vi^tM^K  bad  not  been  gi^on  a^ 
hut.vectei  oommonliy  nndeniood;  and  eveiy  gentleman  kn^^ir 
th«t  bo  wa^  weJcoino.iU  ovoxy  ijtrhig.mimiop^  -  Dootn^^verywhei^^i 
i^erei.'throiH^  wid^  .and.  tbto  gi^,  oayalfer.  pi/wed  from  on^^  i^. 
%iiolAiar  d^()lliii9»  awe  to  ftg^  in  all  ^  fttti^aptian  and  a  if elcome 
.  It  va^  iat  omOi^fC  4l««o  df^llii^g»r  lA  Brp^^  atreet^.thfat  }lfx^4 
Kvteleigb  wm  fw  tbA  ^v^ofuiig,  aq  boivmd.  guei^t^  .A  i^owiii^, 
able  pfurtQT  bad.M9eipbl0cl»  wbon  fQ^^^rfJ  Qr^m  m!^^^^ 
pMMranoa  vHb  bia  mite^  IConUno  ^ame  soon  aft<^  wit^  good? 
xvitnred  viai|ge». looking,  ^  yeiy  pemoni$catipn  of  peaco:  and, 
gj^odrwjU  to  wm^  There  were  stated  cayaliers  in  tniin  fi-om 
Viiyniii.  MaiyHanA  and  rDelaw«re-^tbe  old  Kpifth  state  was 
honorably  representod  jn  ^iw^  than  one  tall  and  portly  soldier* 
w^e  G^wipia  bad  two  or  three  handsome  bine-eyed  and  round'* 
faced  youths,  following  the  wake  of  tbo  fiery  Wayne.  Thft 
assemblage,  hastily  conceived  and  promiscuously  brought  to- 
gether, was  nevertheless^  comparatively,  a  brilliant  one.  We 
do  not  propose  to  describe  it  more  particularly. 

It  was  while  the  rooms  were  most  crowded,  that  Mrs.  Eve- 
igh  was  suddenly  surprised  by  the  entrance  of  M*Kewn.  whom 


PLOTS  ALL  W&mnE  TABLE.  90 

Ad  hdi  knd^n  otiTf  n*  tbe  'ndoiki^  6f '  Mobcfitoff;  Mi  b^  the 
memoranda  which  she  Btt]l  Mft  te  Iter  peBd^sskWi  Se  ^Rj^ 
proftcbecfthe'hofit^itoylM.'W'-^--' — >-*,i«Wilhe'eiii^'iMMnBic^  of 
one  11^0  !i88  no  dotihfe  oflis  reoet)tion. '  Ui«'Dv«leSgli'traeeibii 
cririonsly  to  see  what  that  ireeeptten^wotild  be.  **lVber  ittcreMefl 
srarptise,  she  found  ft  alRftUe  in  ibeextif«Bie;  •  M^K^wn  wns*  next 
«eon  aimmgi  tiie  gtotlenen.  With  theee^  tikn^^^h^  s^etbed  to 
^ti}6^ afi tac^ent trnderttancSng.  Her wifprfu^ mnderw^Btfll 
fcrMi«r1ti<»^dasi^;  ae  ^'diM6<reiik  in^tbii'|Mir0Oii0  wflli  iHieiti  be 
seemed  ]lidMm'biiitf6,tMrtMr'bnl«iilq«^  Bj^ioMe 

<^the«B  A^  stfiirblm  M  nt^t^^mi^OreMevatidbitrodueed; 
n  f&w  ^kdt&i  were  iAicrpeted  in  ibe  ^beral^  efar  bjribe  gen(l«- 
inan Who *m the' tkmtiifBy on  tbis'eeeittiott, and  QveeBeiraatben 
eeen  to  shake  M'Kewn^s'btfBod  with  it  be«r^  And  ttei^rwiB  grtisp. 
GkMrf  Mitf.'^i^^i|fe^  knew  net  what  te  tkMt.  She  tonied  to  a 
gentl^an'wlo  sat  beside  h^,  whom  ibe  wM  kn^ir»  and  aAeA : 

*'  Who  is  that  person  just  mtrodnced  id  GerteMlOpreene^^u be 
to  whom  General  Moultrie  is  mfir^lffkildn\s V*  >' '  f'  ] 

*^'Hi^  nbme^i^  M*K(»wn-^be>!uii  or'-wtls^  a  SeHtcii  itneiiibant 
li«i^,  buf  I  btit^er'liif  bMiMi6diil«d"bisme(W  itoentlyv  -  Be^« 

'^'FM  i^^ti^Mil'McWie  t«^  tk^'h^ 

**  Well  they  may,  if  all's  true  AM 'iir  said  ^idm.  H(S  1* rae 
of  the  few  Scotchmen  who  have  been  widius^dmbtg  ^e  war. 
He  was  one  of  the  addressers  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  but  his*  os- 
USMSi^' lojf^tfty  Wattf  oMiy  mk^ymA  tk meevtor feif  bbiMVolu- 

\B&  fpKn  nonv  'ancr nas  ireij^uuiMi  v  ^  sei  vwi  ^blmmw  "wiipt  SuenMniti  ' 
'l>rtMstoft"ttPrfai«.^--   '•''  *    -i:  ••     '  '-  "    •;*"^    ;v'.>.i..t 

mucb  for  principle  of  any  kin^    I  suj^pOie  ht  fevtberU kitneit 

•<  AbP  iAA  II  slrm^,  **ire'rAaBt  not-  be  too  tK»hipub)«i»<itbeitt 
the  qual^  <^  the  tool  we  use  if  ire  pick  the  lodt  iKtb  It*^ 

'« FerbAips  not  r  the  neoesslty  of  the  ea«e  i£^  to  be  censlcbBved, 
aorcay.    B&t  is  ft  eertai&>Aiat  Itkuioii  ^  any  iidaiiy'Talwihtd 
'bufbrWitttbneiitirf  btay»         .  :  -     .     . 

'-^TMi^iia^iUMdib.    BMyott'eeemettrietiiittmBpeettaMiia 
'peri&iL'  Hkt^you  Any  t«eadonforU1*' 


^  .  iffocTPeiw^T* 


^•MniicMt  OfcwMn*  lawyer,  md,  w^b^^ntfy.  tjie  vU^ow  nn- 

^H  UmU  MfKjwi^  jMfcS  grtfWtt'  weia%.  He  is  prgiprietor  <rf 
i^oml  iM^  ^eoUitogtior  MUttier  1m  Uem  upon  thfm*  for  ndv^uico^ 
^Mk  M  eMrmoitft  joiecett,  A  fevepltMiiiTe  of  the«9.m»Etm;«% 
«l  IM  mo»tol>  ffA6n  tkwn»^  i«,nD  imHi^.in  tbe^^om^}^  v^nild 
giT«^  him  ib^M  esMea  M  Jbi*  cnrm  pricfiiK  Tb€jM  m^x^^iv^ii^b 
j6ifcpoM4»(»'W<mld  b^fiil4Wbiitt.  Biii(»  m1«(W,  b^^oKM^e^  to 
MtreoiliM  wiA  ki*4eblQi«kit  mny  b^  Jvatt  i^fc.  1^  nve  4iwn/* 

»  SbottW  bo  holt  be  mt4^  ^  dintmffr'  .   :;  i    . 

M  Y«ii  if  tb«n  b«  iiai(7  lp«d>iirbpKTiN^ 
idl  i^nobiaHUljr  :m0M  ofiibin  deb^m  %t#.  ft#ii##,  im4  (bejr  iciU 
«lMmly,  oi^pot^bitiMttoiK" 

The  good  widoir  qMA^Mld. 

j^^mwDtgfk<xmkam'^9g  tnmf  <H)cliiitriri^i^bgfc  of  paaj  opbb) 
qualities  and  of  much  real  tal«nt  He  haa  beeii^k««ri^JU«ac^ 
bythisM'KewiL    ltn*i>we4  half  a  dpiwi  jUy^aArhbii^hen 

"^YettvuMtPorgifrj 

**Teir 

ahM*  «(iM  .tit  «9  «MM^'> 

Enough  of  this  coavonation—vlMdi  took  place  the  imj  aftw 
-t^PM*3r«kM».W-.-*>>s.  XatUtlMtM^ov^tWk  The 
•PP»^ef  M^KetM  ti»  thaplwa  who»  Mw.  BviJe^h  «t.  M- 
»^«»«7  swn  atet  the  neMat  «h«i  she  discorand.  hk 
f*M«MelktheMWwhty.  fle  aifewid  toeeaUxaddeafy; 
^*ai>yi>at».ftoio«rewakBewMgfc  that  hwawtwa  fir 
•ly*— «^tto>pirtiialii  fia.h|^th«t»it|i4waKhe.«awh 
*>*^i»»  pnvmw  kaowMge  thrt  ha  AodM  ha 
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bad  poBsdttsod  lierMll  -of  ^e  ndstfng  ff^  wiMf  ^  gvea^ 
•ompianiflod  Iubu    Bif<»otf^n  Urai^tlftt,  as  «^i;i^«)Mail,  she  wmtM 

and  thus  enable  him  to  detennine  i||iMi'«^e  neo«6«fi«)r  bi^f^e  bM; 
and  tbe  game  wfeack^be^mfli  need  '4io^  j^ay:  Bttt  tbe^  Wtdow 
ihreUigk  war^i^  oniinafTt  iWbflOM.  ISIns'  wiui 'a^go^^d  lAiTst- 
fUiy^t  .and'jirhen  -  ^ym.  -fladf a  %ood  wUi^aj^er  atn4»tig  •wom^n, 
bd  :Bmm  HiaAr  shm  >knoipg-'b<M  t#  ke«lp  at  M|:re^*  Slir  thiM|)eC 
never  annoonces  the  number  or  tbe  value  of  ber  trump  tfeM9,  *  - 
A  snule  and  bow — a  fook'iipd'ttann^  t>f  illfe^pt^Mtftdest 
o^uilHjp^nibgM'VrUk.ilhat}  aott  •otf*  tH«tn^bahtIpleari«hi'  iiF^icb 
sigfa{|.b0iail]^poMdflo«ppe«r  iil  fii^lkeM-of  aMlgtioAdtiiiBifsiif 
sneb  a  moment — distmguisbed  tbe  addresi'of 'tllir.^lfl^li;''lritf 
ka  «te<ia  befiMHJ  ifrsLXkdelg^^  :  TYm^iUfy^^idl^ifl^^  dis 
i^^DMti#itti  «  oiMrtiqr  giiffitUmtij'dMldiiAl  t^  mdk^  nd  r«$v«Iik>^ 
«M«. !  If^Kewniloafc  Hie  ieal  4>ei(Me  k4)#;  wHidh  heir  lAte  edih- 
paaioki  had  jost  wcaied^  «i|di  Inibe  duftifiM|Attts^  of  t!^  liW/ 
aanipnitslitM  kier  on  Ui»:gff«leM  ebahgefWbMvtle  comitijr  hhi 
UttfleiyMiei  (6be'  antf^qred  Mh  hi  *  «liiiDnier'<^'l^«ri^ct  geeiil 
fiuth^ffirmduig  .wid»  aa9#  everjr  Ho^  <ft  iwM^whltlb  Ihe  ttid^ 
JMlana  natirf^  niiglit:>eanfbM  i»to'«^^ 

^^Saiteifauif  aniavantaA  ii4ill4iiie^)iikP^  gio«rf  isitken^hoiiia 
njoioot  Mr.  M'Kewn.  Our  people  have  gone  throu(^Wte^tlUe' 
^kUx  'Thephknm  fftDl»fe1ttiM«vM  w«r*y<o94W4lbe^i««^ibcy 
kihre^lirtNi.  Illia(tb^beika(»ed  «Uit^ldi^  m»  boir^V^th^m^ 
lilirea  MHdigpriteftotBViiAeak^ ^i  ^'' 

;  "*  AwtfymVmaak/mai^:  (Bd»w^>m%8»t(»p6jlft^*fta»Myiftttifr. 
It  is  something  in  proof  Of  theb  o^Mteitty'  4o  keep j  tb^  the^  MVei 
dmm  tfi4 fiiffttity  to  yHd.  I^nd  yon  latolf  ^gaged 'ib  a 
«0l»awkatiii(pleaiaat  bMness; '  i  tmit  jeU'  wme  saeoesfiM'W 
§pittiii^kiriL>3rcnira6groeii^    ....  i' 

r^^Xoa  wesa  Iksn  muck  mora  iMtniMe  ttUkft  loioe  bl  ftM 
ne^hbors.  I  have  much  trouble  with  Ool.  MonorielP'hi'MMV^ 
ofTaiJf  ^njind  «w.eflif  b  jpwlt  imMsAli^      ' 
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,^  f<T«Br  IlMifre  IiMk  «  ntanber,  a&d  Itm  qalir  MisfiM  nol-ftt 
iMiYe  kisiAUL.  Tb9{  BritiBh  have  Ittd  ^heio.  emiaiArMbi  all  «?«t 
thiD  •ooivi^,  ««d  some  of  tboseotestoPM^  »«iiniij  wei%«Kdi'Mi 
TB  abonld  Utde  svsfeot  Wlicn  y#ii  fotod  tne  mA  Ooloael 
Ifonorieffr  I  w«fr,  ^deavoiteg  lo  pmcnxef  teonre'  clewi  to  theiv 
detection,  for  H  is  inlpaiable  but  that  someiof  tfiese  'wretehea 
w31  still  Femaia  in  tbe.e^imtvj/'        .  r< 

**  Were  yw  gaceealfal  ip  ymr  aiyiiiiea»  Bit Ti*  ^ 

*"  Not  altogether^  ImbI^  I  fanej  X/have^aame  ckwar.k  liigvffd  td 
one  or  more  qf  our  beigbbora.  TomaflB  Mraret-aMdasB,  thai  I 
Ittve  beooiae  tbe  pcoprietor  of  an  estate;  near  yonta  an;  the 
Ashepoe?"  ..-..•  i-  -i    "• -.m     ../•.•'  .  . 

"  No»  SHP^  I  irasr  net>  w  Jwse^  iiaay  r 

""OaiHi'Ji.  ;.  I  toolkit  fo^aidebtr  AaU  adad?  tip  segnma  to 
work  itf  and  hop^.  ta  Bail  mytelf  one  of  yoai  naigbbara  int^iv 
fll^ng,  tfi  «»t  JMbae."  --         »• 

TbA  ]a4y  bwH^  4iiwkber.4tiffljv  but  aidd^  adthing.  i  Tbe  wnfy 
'il'^wn  <K>ni^vvied}lilar:«Mitoeir  iotft  a  eoitftBMDtion  of.biaaiiipi»i 
ciona.  If  it  bad  baepi  ber^okjetft  to  baffle  his  semtiDy'iii  regavS 
to  tb^  sMssiQg.pi4>fxwaliebad  loal  a  paint  intfae  gaina"  Tbaaa 
wa^  a  bnef  panM  in  the  eoMtanation^  wfaieb-  M^Kamq.  at 
lj9ngth«  resumed  hy.  i^tnming  to  the  Sri^eatof  hia  intervaw  ^tb 
jjConerieft  Hf^/tM  «  'veiy  {Arettj  Uttla.atoily  of  tbe  angeniaoa 
processes  by  wbich>be  tu^.saoceededin  recovfiiing  bis  negteasi 
l^ld  i^oni^uded  by  aMii^  itblii  JConedeff  and.  himaM  bad  4iito 
i3eUedfiiv^4-    .i.  ,.i.''  ,'    '    '  .'.'!'  .J    .*-'.* 

«'Bi4  I  bi|d»|be.  lai|l»  waid,  Mmi  Btdaigb«  and  onathati'iv 
will,jffnieoi)]|e9»  I  wm  eaalpeUed  to^  |Mdr  Us  inaalance  while' ^m 
British  garrison  was  yet  in  possesdSbiw  bat,,  in  the  'nioAiiaat  ef  bia 
dfgMii;b»r94,^4.ifb«^  ke-aonld'aD^llongaf  aooiieuibibia ;pa#en  I 
8P^^bi«i^i«d^]^pintQtiQf  bbcfiaraetdf.Y    .  *'        --•.    ' 

,  Qetben  ,t<»Hfof  .tha<>ilnal  ^Mssiige  abready  dalfiled.betmett 
Vjpaa^t .aajt  Mflnerieft /  ffbe  Aote^  wbiek  he  tfari  .pnt'4iitV'«b« 
hands  of  the  latter,  he  described  as  fbll^of  tbe  most  stinging  hi^ 
salt  The  lady  could  not  forbear  the  sarcasm,  whieb  she  yet 
HtMf>^tV^^iiigimy»  and  wkk  a  aaamkig  imeenickmsnesa'Of  ita 

"Oeri%\^ilfMMm  ^N^  tte»»qedkg, Mf.  WEjmn,  •Bnt,tfi 
T  recoBit^-Hghiiy,  Waynes  advance  was  within  a  bMaand 
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/MdB  of  jm  at  tlie  fltoinnt.  .  Of  4lMilvko%evai>  71011  iperemi^ 

A  slight  flash  tinged  the  dark  cheeks  of  M'Kewri ;  bal  lie  a»i 
•wered'cririd/.  ■■     • 

1',%}^  iD^eec^  Uin.^Eirelaii^'-^I'kBev  it  #eU^  eneogh)  and 
knew  that,  were  it  otherwise,  I  should  have  perilllJd>iiij'neclBftQ[ 
have  done  what  I  did.  There  #Qidd  hAre  been*  no  1  sM^'or 
anreti.  eonragfr  ]ibi|>MlMig  fre^tyy  what  ']>th6ng^t  «f  the  eootm- 
dwfif^mitimB  wbtail  alMrid  bfC^pelior'pdwef  (ts  eontemd  .wttlr 
him.  I  did  all  that  I  properljr-^ottUrin^BspfesfliB^niyiBensv'of'* 
his  rascality."  r-  v  , 

The  lady  appeaMdri»Jieao^hkB'ladi£breiMlly«  *Sm  discoreted 

*'  Fool !"  thought  Mrs:  JBveU%b»  at'be<in«vied'«wa7.    ^  Baie^ 
WMQkft#iddiide'iB6>ldibJvb'4it^iwtkiw^^  -  )[   .•'" 
^>  j'^Sh^vWurdM  pap^r  IfVmntteffijd  M'Bam,  attkeilaiMintMetitrr 
*fiMdqPP1f;ttf  iipfQP»iin<  wfc#i»  A»ieajrea;i0iwivr  .=  <      .-io-o 

<i4:Pw  9iea.w4)if  9^4M(cQiicling^  ^  andlMtniftiid  tD/wfttohiev^cayi 
moyement  of  the  ./idow.  They  did  their  duty  faiithfiilly«  TM: 
vfig^jiejtt  i$^H  iktp^  HlqpMtler,  fiostwiek*  was  in^attendaiiiie'Aipon 
kia4(0|jplo}iei&. /..'.:  ,.:...  •,  i  .••.  A  -.  ■.■:•'.-  -.  ,r 
•*  Well,  Bostwick,  have  yon  got  the  fellows V*  '\^^,  ^n 

"Five  of  the  best  bloodhounds  in  the  count^^  Bittlliinst 
have  money  for  'em.  .1^  Migfttal^sfeniiiia  hfipiiig  '^tiii  >  Jest 
simple  meat  MiiA^'iKmk^im^'t  .Bmw%f  .t^  You 

ippj|t#o^  *epr< AQ^'ftafl  f«ai'{'t*-ef  yM  le«(re«li  tmpif  pla«e^'in 
'^9%  thuy.  bfli^  io^  h#, jg^/a«d  jrnljgfmia-jUk^  atid  io  4slk  jsbont 
11^4^14, o^flike.nrattQrB^'^  '.   .  .:i  otk  <h      .^ .;   .-t  •  ■    < 

.  nl^'a  mpther^tin^tlH  ]('^  ^v^  j4^,  STW^*  othkeefMig  'Ma, 
properly  sinful  for  your  wants,  onless  I'm  a  drenching  and.  irtiNt^f 
fio^,!en^./L  it  i^;(^qa^t)ii«^!«  a-va^tiiig.6wa,.i^^ 
T;\kajr,;W9BU  i^vinvytlMngiti^ey  a^es^  o«  tbudv  abopiW  4f  dtbejt  $ay/ 
4j^vj|,li,p^,llP  ^,t,<yH>,git,V   ,.  _,   ,,;.,     , ,w.-v  .  .  .../  ■ 

,1  f*^  y9ftrfqif^t/t-yiW(iW^iwitb  th«W)SWja,^^ 

1  '•'JtP^l.^'^f^/.ik^i^f^  ^^,jUw..wQrkriWi»;4^eiH|Jhit.I. 
iRWteJ^W^'ltl^W'miib^M*^  kMw,.ittiA  Jt'sjipigbtiyL 

^i^.  '^omk.,.  ..QR^.'!^  i4)(iaAleef^.neTf  4^ '3n(KMhi«!8,;«^,/tha  paA.t 
lihaj  ,T«ih  m<^  etei3Md)y  dn^i^k  <  W  ni(Bht»  brokit  :aU  tbe^9K^ 
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dow%  «id  UUed  BroadM^i  li^g^BO itbemfr  !•  be  pKidint 
Broddus  sajs  the  windows  is  two  dollars,  and  the  dog  cbst  klv 
twegAilM^/^        '  '^  '         •      ^ 

"  The  devil !    And  yon  expect  me  to  pay  thisi^UiHr^'* 

♦^In  fcottfoe  ''it's  only  veasdn— ^seeingIi6iiDwdnA»^bo|fNri^  in 
jon^tkeepiog." 

>'B«trU  dofio  ssekthiiigi''  i       • 

•<  Yon'U  bP(H  4o,  Ml'fileini,  «o  ii*B  iA>  tM'  to  idcki  agte^  Thejr 
1^  gii  dunk,  and  wh^n  theryVe  dnnk^  Cb^'will«^l«r|fe  W 
skuMk    There^a^tliipiideiiiqf 'e»/^ 

"And  your 

"^Ohl  InUstdrfaikiHIthdien^yettkfibl^^^'^':      > 

"  And  splurge  and  lOADV'liooi  i  svppbid ;  biMk  irM^Nie,  MF 
dog*J  ftnd  ezpvcisie to  Bqmare*ti«4)ffi"  ^ 

•<  In  coarse.  It's  tb^^ttfei^«r«'hiai,iiafid  Metig^to  Hitt'bttllilW 
and  eMpait  jorti  ia  imnV  Afc  ti«»  other.  The  miif  #bift  s^lls 
himself  to  the  devO^MttM^in  lialdir  km^  at  m^'^i^vn^^MM^ 
^OB^  and  nmsr  pkiy  devU^i  ^riekt^  it  kee)^  Mh«  htuid  M'feor 
deVfl's  btttidfteii^  ....... 

**  Wdl^iii'8 a^aae  cottioklkiiitiislt  w<^  iriiaH  mV kit^s  thekiis^^ 
ing  of  snch  rascals  veiy  long.  This  woman  leaveA  ittWt  tte^ 
week."  "^. ".;  -  •*   '      »■-•■■•  T^-.  i      . 

♦^Whibkidayif^x  •    ■  :•.■':* 

>  Hgrriday, J  4iiHk-i^b«l  ire  ekidl«M i^ii" 
•  ««SVidajrv>a4wdida3^  ft»r  AStait.  BMagoim^aiS^J'  - 
^«'¥eiii^  li  M  iiay  lb»  ken  ii»  lihe-  Will>'ehut  fb^m  ^Tt>tiHli9ff 
sM  ebt  lii«  dity  te^ye,  «iMb^  ihMm ymt^^^tice  ksi  sminih.  W^ 
member,  Bostwick,  yon  are  not  to  ihH;'  ¥btir  pAy  de{toddir 
upon  it; — the  negroes  you  will  recaptnre,  depend  tt^n  tt-^ 
afld  jaktrsMi^  depMtds  afKMf  ^i  -kt  ^^  cAdrtdrity  ha§  ^  the 

'^i  retkm  4t%'^<Mi^<nMk  J(^M  te  Titt<^  «s  miire,  ik'KeWni^M' 
yov'U' je«t  fkim»-  m  stop  with  'Aat  i^  i>f  tifHcilf^g.  f^okadjf 
likes  to  have  the  rope  and  gallows  cikistakiijr  1Ki%  in  b^fii^ 
je^  wh^M-^^  "^-tk^kfty^  d^</thJe»  CkkigK.  TA^fiii^'i^tiiM^  on 
t&efMipeivit^iifgben^^tocdtlAarti  ni^  i6  knittdi,  i^ibgf  as^  1i4w  I 
dUilHiinit  U  fliifr.  Btit  :^  eM,  teMi  ^  ptltr  j^diEtf  olM  «o6;  ^ 
^  HN^M%i«n  ilM^*k1ititig  itteonthe  titoli0^xkeB,  ^^f^'W 

P<flgkigymie#  r»  miiln^  room.  Bf  y<Ai  ii«4iifrtsm«t^ 
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aUe  and  do  your  business,  you'll  jest  stop  with  a  sort  of  talk 
which  makes  my  blood  bile  agm  yon." 

^  Well !  well !  since  you're  so  nice  about  this  hanging,  I'll 
nay  rope  to  yon  no  more." 

<<  Better  not— ^'am't i^yis^b||e^i^  ^01^.  ^  It's  better  to  talk  of 
the  business  atween  us.  I  must  have  money  for  the  keeping  of 
the  boys."  ;   .  ?,  1 

"  Here  is  throe  guineas " 

••  Wky,  A»e«»  sfat  «fi  .us." 

*If  Aiere  w^ire  silty,  i  hare  Ud  'rtore  mmmj  abcmt  «ie.'* 

**  It  tsketo  pttMf  riigh  a  guinea  a  dsiy  t»  iustfp  '«m,  itf  th^ey 
eaqpe<itBtO'B«k«pt*^  .    .  < 

•'IhuM-Ai6?f^xpeet«ei<Antt!    IX>^«i;;f  Mpt^bMr^eto  be  u^ 
ofmoney'l    T^u  mu^t'tmiketh^ 'UMte  rMM>iliMd«'B^Bt#teW, 
foryMytMtfstf  wmicveby  it^nth^e^d/*  " 

«'I-ddi?f»ee.^'  ••••      ■  •' 

•'9iiC>rdb'f'^ttkk»  theMT  titt^  g«Sto^«MlWieriiMi^  we«k' 

irfair  cwiW'to'tt^  i^m^^kA  &f4ir  "'     ^'  •'-  ■•-..'..'•,..  ^M 

«*jni  be  (j«r^4^  ^o ihftt,  wleltof" *^:#«efr4<iM  kn  eevfAot'^ 

*«  Ay,  but  as  tiger-cats  only,  and  noe-^liOfM.  '.  &6«A«dMlieir  ih<^' 

dl#Bi(i^iiee,  if  ytMi  *)A^kse.   'Tortt  fiMe  tuteil  '<Mm  that  inolili^f 

tlieiri1h6W  mein  thiibti^etot"  'I 

•"IV  be  *tti^  ?  mA^yohrt^ eitt^  tfcw.'^  '  ' 

^Ifaki^  |^ottnirtf'T«My;  aMft' sMf'iihM' llwe^  ttM  qufte  M>b<$l(*' 

^*Mn  lh^'#^k'ft  ^M«;  ahd  whett  ^dtt  %iiv^  l^'^tM'ntf^fO^' 

y%i^,  «M  ^'ihe-iiidj^i  t^' td  tb«  tran^stport  sloofi.  '  Rit  #^n^ 
tilk  <>yei^  tilM  ]^i<^turs  b<ift>te  ymi  sUtft.''' 
'miM'iAW  ^mmtOS  ^^^ea.  *  We^'lWkWlitieil  e6nl«i««6  ^- 
aiHin^er^  ftftfhiy.'  .Trotfe'VlUj  Au6h  n#fe^daKl,  ^ik^uwavly, ' 
l«Hr««9i''tM->M^s,'>#9ik  U  0^ rikesiMiy'thaVi^'^nhouM' 
diKMEka^.  ^TM  Week^fMlM^,  iM  M<Ke#tf  %«»  ij^m^d'  upbit  tt'' 
dftigM^'ofMf  "^li^A^;  aiid'  ifieet  V)tf»ef*  Mils  "ftV  'dA^s^  d(Mi 
b^^  a^tgiHbl'M^^;  Wei«^^ 

}k/t  bSffej^ittttlc^    (>r'#Mif«^ay,  not  dri  Jmda^,  lAKe^  Mf  ^i^' 
flof  Mi^'  jiRfkaftidtf,  aaii^pUiled  fay  'in^  be^fdes,  i&nt  >Adii6'^^f" 
VfS^iJL^it  (oireirtee^,  attd  Her  i^~th^'la«<!ff  a'you^i  of 
fUmti:   itnt  #**hial' hftttWftce  ¥Hi*  Itd^iore  1?A^*lfyiewMti»i^''* 
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OLAPTER  IX. 

THB  80LDIBR  SURVIVES  HIS  OCCUPATION. 

Wk  most  now  change  the  scene  of  operalionf,  aauir  mkoioee 
iiewpaHi«8^ta<mr^drama«  Lei  «s  present  owoB^ve*  at  tfae  oionp 
of  Maoen^^iii  tke  lietd  of  Cooper  nver.  Tb^-seader  j^Ulii  i>er- 
haps,  have  observed  that,  in  speaking  of  the  departmw  of  ..tfii^ 
British  iones  firovi  the  cify  of  .Charleatoa,  aod  the  ^pngad  ^vtiy 
of  the- AmericiMi  inoops  at  tbak  heels»  we  aaid  nothing  ^  4})e 
militia,  the  rangers,  the  IvnoQS  Partasai»%  cavaliy  and  fpot»  of* 
Marion,  Sumter,  Maham,  and  the  many  other  biiiliant,  qavaliers, 
wboio  sleepless Aetivit^)gtieat  awdaei^i,  jaad  £mqp»oti ^oc WDec, 
had,  perhaps  more  than  any  other  pi^Ao^ne^  kfqpt  alive  Aor 
h<qpe»aod maint^iwi^th^icaqflB^  of  -Ub^^. ia  iQaxdioa^mt  a. pe- 
riod when  Fate  seemed  to  have  deemed  tke-«tter  -sid^agatiM 
of  theconaftrybj  theeBemy^  .  • 

The. &ct  ia^rnon^.  of  these gi^Uani  spirita  wf^^.pennitted^' W 
present  at  the  reoccupadon  of  the  inetix)polis  hy  the^  ^tmt 
army !  They  had  shived  the  uioal  fo^Ftuqe ,  of .  modegt.  Wfrit ; 
hfid  served  thek  p«rpo9e»..aBd  had  survivi^ltheir.^ses.  'The 
work  doner  lihf  |;ame  ^ob,  th^y  had  heea^tteoym  a,side,  as  .dm- 
orange  jrooked  o£  its  eofitepti*  with  op  mpre  sci^pifi  or  concenu,. 
It  will  actrcely  be  beUeved»  but  sneh  is  the  fact,  that  the.^^^litia, 
of  the  countiy  were  ei^eciaUy  denied  tb#  p^yile0«i  ofJ^ifBj 
qiectaier^  of  rthe-4^«Qtii^.  o€  that.«BienQQr[ii«i4»«^  v?)^iivj»fiie 
had  bittkd  a»om  cea«»)ff8aly,noi»lead(ifi9)y,  or  wjth  hettfMTr^l^^r 
c^sa,  than  JthemselvoA.  It  might  h«v«..been  thaj^.th^.wev^,^^; 
ittki^  to  be  «Mi)  091  fuoU  e  briUkBt  ofecaaion,  Xb^^y^ereiiverilir^. 
very  ni^  to  ntter  oakedjiess.  Th«y  wece  ,mos%  .in  x«{^. 
Their  rente 4>f  gavment  mve.clesfdd  1^  baiidi|gea<o|^jgreen  v^9f,i 
Their  shonldefg  an4  h|p»  w^ere  thiw»  in.like  inaiuier«  PAd4^>  ^r 
«*proteetioA  against  abrasion  by. the  .belts  which  tbqy  l^d  tpr 
wear,  bearing  their  anna  «nd  ammunition.  They  were  pommonly, 
ehoeleii  end  batjess.     Baiir  hides  made  the  shoea  of  mimjKf. 
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0imi%h%^  rov^ljr,  mdecaiifi  ftuAicm,  kito  m^re  tronglis  9d#  the* 
feel,  the  sewaM  nmniDg  iowB,  fltnd  gatheiingf  up  ikte  edges  of  the: 
iMAen  ^i^om  the  itfstep  to  the  toes.  A  fragment  of  coarse  dft** 
ton,  me  a  Tagged  hitfidkerdiief,  wound  about  like  a  tturban,  iras 
the  sabstrttrte  wiHi  many-  fbr  ahat;  while,  with  a  still  greater 
iMmhen'the  skhw  of  ''coon  or  possnni/*  Tintantted|«tinti^aMiied« 
and  with  the  tail  jamitily  stcnk  out  on  the  flide,  made  caps  of 
every  pattern,  and  ^of  fashions  the  most  extraor^nary.  Their 
weapons  Were  of  dn^lar  divenity ;  from  the  long  dueldng  gnn 
of  (^  plaaler,  to  die  short  fusee  of  the  €^rman  yager  ^  the 
he$/ty  towe»  mu^et  of  George  the  Third,  to  the  long  rifle  of 
the  mountMUn  rsoigem  fWm  that  section  of  the  Apidaehisai  sfopes, 
wMefa  divides,  ot  yatter  unites^  the  states  of  North  and  South' 
GMbHna  and  Georgia.  Subres,  wrought  fnm  mill-saws;  wfth 
liiaid]es*<rf  eotfntkon  wood,  gnveed  the  thighs  of  half  the  dragoons. 
Such  eqtiipment  would  seaircely  have  made  a  briffiant  show- 
vaig  in  A  scene  so  bHBfiutt  as  that  wftnessed  at  the  recovery  of 
Charleston.  Whether  it  #olM  not  have  been  most  noble  and 
impressive,  as  fflustrating  the  true  worth  and  honest  patriotism 
of  the  pitfUsans,  is  a  matter  which  the  reader  will  take  into 
consideratSou.  It,  certainly,  was  not  considered  by  the  ruling 
powers  at' that  period,  or  considered  only  as  calculated  to  sub^ 
traet  from  the  splendon  of  ^e  tnnmphai  pageant.  But  the ' 
resMPoning  by  idiich  the  liMitia  were  excluded  from  tiie  scene 
w«9  really  of  a  more*  offensive  and  objectionable  character.  An 
iifer#orlhy  fcar^^a  dresfd  of  the  powef  of  a  body  of  troops  who 
were  supposed  to  be*  lem  easiPy  brought  under  the  control  of  ^ 
aucheifty  -^^^^e  wAre  known  to  be  dissatisfied,  and  who«  it  was' 
f(^  hdd  just  cattse  ibr  discontent  akid  dissataBfaetlon^--was  the 
true  secret  ef  their  exehision  from  the  scone.  Badly  armed  and 
WMMi'dad;  luting  for  years  amid  a  thousand  other  privations, 
wilhotlt  pay,  and-  almost  without  thanks  or  acknowledgment, 
^eir  iusttevements  burred  over  and  disparaged,  as  they  have 
been- too  fipequently  since-^ while  the  deeds  of  others  were  exag^ 
gerAted  and  clotiied  with  a  iUse  lustre  ;^-^ it  was  apprehended 
that,  wiUi  the' withdrawal  of  the  enemy,*  they  might  be  disposed 
to  asset!  tb^  i^hts#  aad^o  justice  to  themselves.  It  is  possi* 
Me  they  might 'have' done  so ;  once  humanity  is  not  to  be  sup* 
peaed  eapubl^/  idways^  ^of  fbibearing  the  exhibition  of  a  just 


po«(Bi))Uiit9r  wM^ ,9ti)l.  a  1^1^  ^pdnjt.  m^  Tb^  *Wd  glv«a  iiO/r««i«  • 
809  for  tM  fospiciQB.  tNay,  tl^ey  h^  t>9Mi  ^#11^  w»  If^A  kffF^ 
rejbdy.  xnor^  l^an  once*  ui]4«^  ¥arici|i,  t^  ^m^ie^e  tl^,  app^- 
Iviaded  ootbr^^  ^d  i^«^IxecAiqp4  q(  aon^  qf  tfioo^c yecy  coin* 
d|)eaUl  troyp^  ivlici  l^ul  )^eea  de^mod  woil^jr  t^  Jl»e  .prenan)^  iiit . 
t^e  event  which. ^y  were  deoied  M>  h^pM^  .     . 

A  deep  f^hfig  Qlv^^^gDMJt^^tna;^w^  ei^qnghi  wf^f^iK^w^ . 
^Koong  w.  parJiuifui^  »t  ib^  :iv^B^rou9,  e^^cin^iQQ,    Qi;^  ili  did, 
i^rdeekif^  i^ft^wd  o^ujd  ^4>t,  whil^Mindfr.Jih^  ll^fid^Vlb^ 
hpd',ff^.  iM^7  ^o^d^cted  them  %p^ojit  A^  iiPfu>^,*»d  ;iWW 
t^jr  V-«P^  «^ftt4;D  V^  di«lHW4^^r|^  /»^^^pk^,fep«  t^wrleaA'. 
e^--4oipay  tbeJN^  l^^WWi  of  paint©  :t<h4!#^lpr8  tfefflrt^A-fP^' 
<^te^  i^atcbed  in  jIm|  )|^j^o]af]^  ^d  ¥,kia«iti|d#6  of,.)mtt)#^ 
and  .te  r€^ti^er  ifi  th|^  hopptyea'^^ilifib  hopn^a;/^  .a  w«r  ^.^^fv^mi 
'  I  y.w^aifwl  Iflft  tljje^i'^-hoiiBei  iff  ru^nfirHWHJ  <p.  S»k  »»t^»«M 

a  t^efbftWraiJd.^iUJLe^^f  Jfffar^vw^  /      t;  ^     - . 

^  It  wai^  in  th^.l^mt  of  c<#iMffyt  aq^  -oftftn  disftigqwhed  by  ^ia , 
^rejintc^^se,  lying  »ftari  iM-li^.  W«*#r»  pf  ^^f^f)^  civ^eiv,. 
tbft  J}(a];ioa  ^pMsm^ed^  brigade  for  the  »pnrp^fe  o£  djasolvin^ 
hjji  gon^ecUon,«ritb  the^ii^ffynd  tfa^ix  eiis^^  ^aa  ^  n^itn^j  aaai* 
tj^^  ;Tbeir  •^^lupaLber  did  not  mncb  ^^fi(^  .fpur  bw^d|;ed  nien« 
Infantry  .4^4  Iwffs^r .  At  ^n  Wly  Imw  of  ^fl  in^imiBigr  the  »^ 
0^  ,f>reii^^ion  yv^&  Df^giai|  and,  by  ,nii^  o'cUkJ^  the  roUi^g 
druqtEf.and.^hQ^  clan^ra  u(,  tbe  hi^h^  fyppaptoned  th^m  to  ,Uia 
area,  of  f^  pobie  ^094  of  a,naieiit  eedars  m.whi^h:tbey;.vy^re,,t^ 
t^  lpav;e  of  their  ,Tf eUUbeloved  aliji^eftaia.  At/  ten*  the  e^mffH 
ajjupeaced  .among  them,  att^^ed  by  all  hi4:  sMi  jSe  WM  ]^ 
45^ived4n^e^Pf  ji|leiH^-^a..^§»^.  ^j^pi^K^a^ve  of  eiinQtiana'  tpo^ 
bolemn  for  ^bqiits.  ar  wcards»  Hia  f«ce>^  n^iiaUy  gcifVjQ,  wove,.^ 
6tiU  gMtfver.  e?cpi;^sion  tiU^tw^a  4t»  wfin*^  Hfe  wo^pd%  idF«9^ 
lew,,  y^&Tfi  pci^rc^y  n>ojBe;popionfr,  n<kw,  whw  so.  pauftb  .WA^.to^,.^ 
saidf  -eve^  if  mn^h  wep>lxx  bfi  l^t  unsi^ken.  Theiie  w^^iiiiQSiertb^j^ 
b^  n«t^d  hesitation,  in^hia  i^aaanec,  m  he  ia4dre90e4  tb^m;  Bia 
tfnea  aliglity  treptUe^  ^  tbna  i^ppke  dijieetly-to  tb^hr  own 
leplings,  ^e  gippjf§  of ,  their  to|^,  #er.Yji<^eat.  ttoit  fideU<y  ^,  hipr 

►  fi^d^.iuidibe  nejeap>ty-^f  noiT^^giwwK  M^  4Utt"no  Teaa^ 


THE  aOLDIBR  iSOSfSfnm  «B  OCCUPATION.  4!^ 


iidd  0iUi#n  shotfid  adwajv  fto^l  m  ']M«oiud4rieBd^  'vAo.  trlMtr 
«^f«r  iMgllt:bef  tib«  dkaages  if  tim.  Aitaiet  MraU  iieF«v  ftn^tidf 
flTmpst&jr  ioid  ommM^kmiwlA  the  pturt;  ibft  the  efeto^  tfaej 
gstbemd  about  Umv  e»b  ^mg^ib  ^weiuB  life  badd:  in  irieadlj 
gtkp^  K0r'>«naft  H«  &6 'Vnnai  ta  'makt  vfom  the  digakiw 
aiBd.frsttaibeB  efvUrpbrftiiriia^  iiioh<  a  i  immMot.  <  The  com* 
manderwas  forgotten  intlwfrietid^  «nd  ttiie  leav^e^akixl^^Tap 
0«Bh-:«i  tqigbc  lief«apeeted//at ^^  liiisaling'vp'fndidbiMWsibn 
aiyikm  AiiHiheTi  el'  Air  ahekni;  '»d'  knpdng  hoaseiMiM.  It  w«s 
liiddi^'bAtfithe  left^^tfaemyridhig  dowlf  wiwfvatteiidMl  by  kb' 
flflfila^:»A«bfieaeaitiBd  by  a  snodl  dvtadnaant  ci  eairabryj  Nl|^ 
fimittrAi»> sedie  of  tka eiieantpment  fite*4-*-B0  dnuiw nilted*^ 
M  rtRadpett::^«afl0iM-aa'  fire*  «n^  ligirteA;  .Tbe>  oedara  at* 
WwtitUmi,  ifws  a^flonelyv  iiB  iCtiiey  Jwllnjitiiitiie  gfaviBB-^tAlf  of 
tbvteaiire.Mbiirt  16  iHme  IMiiglieaartlieg^  hadreo  long  affefded 
dwtfDoit  >gMit«M  l|irotecttiMi«v 

-  ^Wedim uMlifbDpwtdMl fyrtimtm of tb^u'Msftteved f aitiiaar, piuN 
tfoiagt  aa  they'«ttdv^  a  rsemp  -o#  -liiflfiemat  vonte^  each  unth  hk  ■ 
tbooffliiand  hailrt^taniMxifMapme  ipaciaft  homa  ud'O^b^eot** 
BMidiJ*ef  fiffy  night  bptaeiif  oii'ftorse  or  4-fe0t>(tafcuig  tiw  yoate 
for  dnaagelnirg ;  otiier  gkboffi'wenfc  northwkrdy'  boaiidr  fMiWae- 
oMiiair  and' Peeike*^  etbeiwagllinTmavied  dotimiitihe  river,  taking 
ona  or  ^(Mier  of  'the  tWo  ro«t^  :«badaetiDg  to .  G&arleBtfHi,  wHIe 
ffandi^  sqiifl(d8  ^iped^inectl^'aiMiAwafd,  aknmg  foi  tfa^  Atblej/ 
tke  fidiiito,  tiifr  Aihbpao  «nAnhe  Saiwina^  livcpra;  fiomoll  of 
wlaelite^io«»tMey  t^piBtt»rrilly  hflpeta.dmwai 

^iWiaifttLiaobnipaBy'oae  of  ^labe  partlea;  a  ghmp-aonsiBthigt 
ofifowyereonf,  lAmH  laoniiiedjtahd,  coiapimtivelj  tpeakhigv 
•ll-'VPflDlafmediandioaparisdded.    Two  of  tbem  hi  fa^^are  offi^ 
etas.    <3be  of  ^eie  k  a  stottt^'knd  eomewhat  pletiioiki  gestkh 
mail;  iaTUmid  smootii^  and  fioaridofiMCe,  wlthAndiAiitUda  pignn 
of  Itf  jttmmMkiot  the  good,  things  df  <1ihiB  life.    Mia  ^Mtares  are 
OMilLedfaididtfcii^Hft^intti  a  iatge  capadon^nosey a  movtlr  rather' 
fettilnfaie''aad  aoffcr  tuod  a  cUn  weU  defined  anef  laasetdiue.    Bat. 
for'tHe  «xteMit)adei\relepm^ntof  the  abdoniaal  vegton*  hia  %Qrer 
nMd^haTtg  ibeeaf  '^atta-firoitiiytif  kk  laoe(.  -He  soda  a.  noMer 
gny,  of  great  size  and  strength,  good' Ud^  Imd  iwttoDi^  and^ 
tMftMiimt^  Kttki3art>daaa  4qr>tMd.l^^ 
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BMUeithb  pevtom,  whose  iq^iiletteisiflbAiFiedhM 
a«a|>taia^  coEBmtiaBknt  fod^  a  .jimih,i  who  eiwU  not  l»¥e  bettil 
SMMre  tkflit  BinetoeBi  jmem  «£  iig«;  *  He  im».  deader  jtndteUi  bii%< 
wiiy  and  agile ;:  iifth  featiireB  raditerplelanagiaad.sQi^  than^ex^ 
pre8ffiv6;  and  wfaidb  mi^t  ba^e:  aaeiiad  somewhat  datkiagii!!. 
menlineae  but  for  |fae  dark  branziog  .which  they  had  taken  bom 
the  snn.  He  was  well  moimled  ahK^.  toloraUy  well  diesaed»  aad^ 
wore  the  eqatpment  of  a  ea^ralrj  enrign.  I  .. 

The  third  i^rsos  of  this  psbrtyiwas  a  manof  altogether  in^- 
&rior  appeacaaeOi  ialU,  rawboaedi^  and  awkward,  wi&  .feaMrea* 
hifsh  and  irregnhu;,  redeemed  only,  by  a  certain  firaofaieM.iindi 
hcMsty  of  expeeedon^  whidbwas  dJanrredfiiom  a  large  aadgeada-. 
eye  of  liasel»:  and  a  broad  goodtnatoKed  mottthw  He  oa#fieldiaai 
ettoimonfl  baatd  aSmeet  of  lenoo  tolon,  and  his  hair  atmamed^ 
down  his  shoolderstin  watiaig  masses,  tiiat  ftinlly  reoinded  yoV 
of  a  falling  monntain  tomnt.  A  stotiX  AoA  of  a  hoMe,-of.&anMit 
not  unsoited  to  his  own,  bore  his  w!eigbt  H^  wore  na  etfter^ 
aaiJ^rBi  than  theeonmenrhltia  ftaek*  ot  hiiating  shirt  of  the  Mn- 
gers,  a  cap  of  eooB  dun,  and,  for  Weafana,  a  broadsword,  of  im^ 
mease  dimensions  as  from  the  praMtive  forges  of  a  son;  of  Anak^ 
mod  a^pair  of  oommen  pistolsi  The^e  weapons,  we  may  add,.hai 
could  nse  with  the  left  hand  only^^the  right  being  wantingifi 
He  was  tme  of  tiie  few  who,  in  the  miserable  defidenoy  of  tkfr> 
n^tia  service,  had  surviyied :  a  hnit  which  had.complately  shatr« 
tered  the  limK  His  safety  wtmime  to  his  own  atont  heart,  aads 
the  nnffiMddng  pion^ptness  of  the.fitaid  and.  saperior  whom  har 
followed.  His  right  ana,  toia  iolo  strips  hy  a  braea  of  ibaBeila 
from  a  mnsket  held  widun,  a  >  f«^  paces^  was  stndmn  off  at ikis 
entreaty*  by  hia  captain,> and' the  Ueeding  stnn^  waa  tbmat  fa^> 
stantly  into  hot,  sdothhig  tar.  The  wonnds  healadi  Hlaairellt; 
kaOMrs  how,  and  he  reeoveracl.  But' for  this  proceeding  he  m«ai> 
haveiMiished.  Atfthat.tiiae^there  waa.  not  a  surgeon  ia  Mani 
rion's  brigade,  and  etiery  hurt  which  affected  the  Hmhs  oi.  tha 
victim  waa  certda  to  end  ia  death.  Sergeant  MSUhonse^  tha 
man  in  questioBtv  beoaiae  the  devoted  adherent  of  a  saperior,? 
-who  had  the  firmniMs  to  comply  iriththe  stem  reqa^dtioa  c^tba 
patient,  aad  himidf  perfonn  the  emel  aperatioav  whidi  the^taalW 
forar  bore  witlwat  a  gnsan*  •  ij 

The  fourdi  party  in  diia  gronp  ia  4Mgio«*-^a  aativaiiCHeaiar 
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oamp,  for  his  terrapin  soaps,  which  made  him  the  M^mstiAoik 
WT  tfie,vboll^  hogadew  He- we)!  Imyewhis  own'/inenlsi  attd-iras 
alMg^lM9iiwAd4<^]w  TbesHp^ 

tm  hmm  iwhidhW  red«  waa<e«¥ei»^  a(ieordi»«]jii;iirith<i^  viyi«t(r 
of  kitchen  equipage.  Pots  and  kettles  were  curiously  pQQ<|aiM> 
i(Mk  tjia-Md^tetrappud^TW  th«  negiK/stbifhi^oi-jiesging 
tmm:}mMri§^i  A  mckf  whieh^exhibitfd  mmmmB  moglfiSf  car^ 
sMpibar  ulMlibi  io  nay  ootiung  o£  pewtei  p|aA«i»  ir»a.s|v()Qiub 
kaiftea^md^mktk  imd  midiy  edda j»d  end*  of .hD0#d.«id  baoi^a^ 
Ton  wa%iiM)ll7>b«]ied  ii^  bia  JUtohen  ibaggnge*.  Sfit  tbis  /seiBiped 
ta  offvrtiM  impedilMPt*  nor  ta  be  fek  as  an  iofaw4hriine»>  B^ 
fcapliwtoei  >t»  tbifaheeto  #f  his  laiMrt^.iu^  b^daajready/anear 
iMr  all  4i#  iM^aaiJp0keii#ri»amy  of  hainHnpeitoiS'  .Q«  wa^^  no^ 
w$9»h§9^0ia^  m  4be  oeoaaiMal  oommMii-r-tb»<«f«aprli&baTM9g 
done  much  toward  perfectmg the repuWiiraniaB»iOf  all thepacliea« 

•,  C>W'«nQpaii7.badiiHdd0n,a«M>iij^.of  bowoi  ftom^ ^  timA  of 
tbefeiritMrawal  ^omrtbe.r.C^darstM  a«4llie^afaratiQn&9fmaieif. 
atntieni.eomaadeai  and.  bad  <90ii|pas8ed#,,peibafa,.aighti.or  ten 
uftilM  JQ/ttiia  intcBtval.  J^^hnt.liMi^i  <o»¥WMiljon..bad  takm 
place  HlMm^'thma^  wii,  tbrnieh.  tliejr  roAe^/teji^ctc,  they.omiiH 
tsMi#A,eeoiparative  aJleage.  Our  oaptait^Trho  bore  thia  iiaina 
of  Fovgyi  wat  abnost  tbe  only  Hp^aker.  He  wi^  .one*  in  fae^ 
who  y>88e»6d  a.  lib^rat  WMUiym6i>tofetfi»||if^ft<.ianywig»,.a^ 
gi«atljd€i]9bioA*#n'#rdiiUu7<ifea0i<^  ' 

Sat..be»otfo«i,ii^sidlilenc#di^  jo  fSOme  !d^gMe^'  bj^^  tb#'  aa^oe 
Ibroiigb  wUMk/thejrtbad-ffKiraeentlytgfuierf-^btyih^ 
wareaoimiMlrfowf, veqaivad  to  ««ditat«,|ji(^4ii|tpre,tt aRp4,btr4bei 
iladkr;aopiitvy  tbrou^  ,«bieb]ihisy  wm>iP«ii0ipgrH-i9ap^.;by^ 
ti»^^9^^(9Ay\Bi(ilfimMtti^  ^efiemjr,  ii^A  la^dif^g^iiik^fflip  ob^ad^ 
iBiobfyfJ8rotrtiba{h(ligep<t»iidsrpf,T^  {hi.    .-    t ^ 

-  /'Hie<d«jr  jAi«16  fiwd  bei«g  J^iiglil  at,  §mi^h§^^hpmf^  /<^Tfi?r 
aasl  witbicIoTiidfl^  ^Ibillyrwkhoat  beblg'^ol«lrM?;.ad4ad  io  tb^ 
feeling^of  ebii^wfaM  tlna  eifatautaoees  ofrtba  d#)r  hadr»«tarr«Uy 
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ooitei^tMd  III  tb«W  IbMirls.    M>or  ^did  'tli<di  mSmAih  mMsA^^Mdc^ 

Mideiit  fimne  and  deiar^g.  fenieto'-^^HsdnfirtbM^  t<]f  l4i»8M  'tfMI 
feeling  of  mekndioly  irhiok  seiitAMy  j^sMiiMd  cltt^lMft  IfM^ 
6ftmre8«r^   *  ..'••..'i 

At  length,  hoirev^.  CapCAia  I^m^  broke  Ai«  iflMibe,  «fr  Kte^ 
akme  hid  Utboito  dom,  by  wAMSag  tlM  smiifded  MNMt^ftti^ 
like nt  ontiii bvitrliieli  we  «ny  tender  kite  mM imsbmm\mt^ 
gntge. 

*•  Bjr  81  BmAws,  Latiee,  I  Atm  drinie^-^I  vMilieiii-^  tfWii 
be  gBuiy  et  MMe  weMy  kidi^geiiee !  -  Ij^  wb  get  othw*  hwsJ 
TbereW  A  bittMlk  bef<M«  o^  tlie  #itteJe^  irltf^  I  tilMf  tMf 
beiwe,  WelM¥e«tiH  Abmileof#ittMti«fc  V^B^tMBl  iMiMk^tt^ 
«p  a  fty,  and  we  nraal  eat  and  diftik,  tbat  we^enay  neCgwer'ttb^ 
pd  freui  eitiseaii^  tMhMng.  tf  oike  miut  liifok,  tw  moit  egle^i 
able  exereiae,  to  mty  expei^enee,  i»  e^e^  teaM  aAd  mhliUQiif 
Tbtn.  *figH'old  ffikim,  and  get  oi^t  yottr  eeoksiblea.  lAc^yeii 
eanryDiat  JtBttKiea;  i^#0Qld^9ee  W  H  loaea  itofof  kaiaioffte 
oMee  oant  aiMl  viwa^y  timeiL  ... 

Tbe  ceoAiiand  was  (nateiiify  obeyed :  though;  to  j^eaeefld^t 
of  Ua  flOeB,  <e  Mn^  eff  eitope  lo  wfaldi  htitig  f<ft  adt  keulii/ 
bvead  and  bacm^  ^bk^waa^  «e  TbM,eaortef  perfoMiaiieefi4Mli 
Beetled  eq|^  diaeietiett  ««d  deBWalion.  Me  was  <ftcwicaiail, 
atlal^tlMgliei^^aMitlie  atakMaea  of  SefgeantMMttkMaea 
aaA  baling  tetieved  bli  btaee^  ha  k(eifage,  be  ad|nalaJ  bfcia^ 
aelf  to  bis  taaltt.  Very  aeett,  Ws  bM  e^  tinder,  ttiC  apd^teeU 
were  ki  ie%ebitlhm«  «ad  bef  bUd  kkkdM  i^fiewiant  blase  widrfw 
taoMlj  alepaeftberWaaiBgWittat.  To  Hda  Cafpydn  Porgy,  a«« 
ecMpuiied  by  Xiaaeei  bia  fienienattl^^LaBce  Pfafton'  beiii§ 
*e  Ml  MMie — bad  at  ettce  ipmeeeiedf  a«d  aliaaiy  bid  bir 
baigbleBed  tbe  <(lear,  bat  nA&t  waMMbig  eempleiLkii  tf  tbv 
water.  wM-Aafkiit  red  liquid  efjamaiea.  A  pewter  wn^g,  e# 
aiatciKu  dfaMMiteia,'  aafiMd  tw  the  eiibi«oeeef  the  aapBialtf 
ieida;  aad  ba«iagiM.wMi  bb  toMi^  JaJudei tbe fcagiiae^ 
oTfiMMaiieiveeiilaiiibeld  »  »  bieeye  ftr  m  aioaie^  a<r»^> 
ftigitwM^e^aMe  ef^iaeided  tma^ltatmcf.  befere  beearfied* 
iilelriai^    Be  ^bxaab.  waatliad  Ma  Kf^  widi »  aanae  of  me' 
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house,  the  sergeant,  was  more  easilj  persaaded,  and'OsJrtmt 
Porgj,  as  he  beheld  hSai  T^tk^^iAtMbeM'^hmk^  v^ 
m^fct  hm^  emifaMkMdBtdietamsbiiUUe  doiibits'of^^  the  jpopA^ 
MdiKMoHidf  itff^g^A man /wiihi  but  one  Innid^tow^A^lrip 
cms  MMwmiii  puiMboAp  wMire-iim  annod  iti  mEpfifw^B-mt 
distressmglj  smaU.  Bat  he  suffered  Ad. tdldieptto  k^YimmAif 
and,  retiibg  m  Umjm^iktii  hitasdf  dowiM^Q^  aisy  nutMr— 
at^c^«M*aflm  ^kie<wbiwihar8tnrf«rof^re^iouraeasaiirafll#ABd 
*'  totieh  af  OoianMs  sUftaeasl  •  WOmr^ifhtMtAt&ihan^  wmm 
fmi>ij»fdi  4am4i'«lKr^.«hq%n,  tFfaamptonl  wiUib  ik^^na^emat^MSk 
boM^  hOTtaNrodUi^Mar^aian'^iuAid^^  Toniriiheteohk 

A  hoifasB  i^  AiA^iiBsliilig^'fiMi  i  fkMmSk  diist((ni^iidpm 
bee4  heU  s  ^an^  bethiTedviia  Ch^tain;  Finrg3rv>a  kmoi  tfiiip 
dtoiiljr  seiidBi  seoiM  of  his.  yMafioa. .  Thaeaf^^ivUi  hadi 
Afa^tfn  liimiitf-db^hi  on  thBop|K)hitolsidB  bf  Iheftvds^owdasdjR 

•1  dthft^reapttlin  Poi%7V  7M«m'i^^  aamiwrful  Ate  I  eroB 
'yoti  MWe.'  Ihdsed^  leaa't  si^  tha*I  eT^rsawijonr^orw 

lioiifM'tfrnov.'^  '  -;/.--.' 

'«W<di:J^tel]lD8ly^,IiAitt^i;-^IhaTa^Basen'^       tHbtfllaHv 

oeei^NrtioB^i geqe;^''' -  i    .,  ■  .  ■  . -.[ 

"^(MMki/eaptfAi*!    WiioiAe  ^tt^lraum  asUdterr       ..  -    / 
•«*J^adbe|^,fa:  MooiJsU  aaidieri-4'»ft  ilaaUal^^  oC 

iie^'*<i-af  nrh^n^  j^isiqmte')iktf(^  joB-^hiHrtf.  naiierlbeasA-ri'iof! 

Whom.  70I2  wii},  |^baii|7,>heai^«  iloM^re.MdHnrI«hi^rtril'  jo«; 

SM  was  a  fimoaaigjUtar  »i  hia  daj^  ibqt  dhisiw  cam^  a  day  wMi 

Ma^WttTwarw  epiMU**Mie^oq»**»-^apd'  then  '  ^       '/ 

-And  Aen?"      f  -       *  f 

^'  He  nridlewed  hiKXrorA  «li])te«fa  an  ^MRmAiamAV' 
<«Whatl    Hoiarlll   AwadttlwbdWseirDxar        ' 
<«lK.04h8e4rar^-^ntihifei4lTTOitlL''> -^   ;.;':.«>o..       . 
^  Wbat4  indMBse  h^  coidd;  noio^i^'o^  jOkertlwdaAa  ^  bAsm 

pi*pte^^--Twi;  ir   ...--'..  •,-.  -   t  .'.      •  ..',  :.->  ..I 

"  Partly  that—addMeaaan  6Bfiitj|;k^ltaai    ^;^phffoi^^ttiii(;i5i|n 
Vobody*fiq5bt4a  flKnrivtSihis.badnlBSS;.   !N!Qi«r,^ifI 
(^(Htianseihal^raihwiMwemsAoUjend^^iUtf^  I  A&M 
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newrbe  jpormilfesd  to  cut  itkroitts  agii1ti«  mootiimf^  i»-iKWhm^ 
I  aboaU  tetkaualy  request  o£  joii  •tke  .la(voff^..Ijnc«i  Mtb  an 
att  of  fiei«iiMiip»  l#  ^paw.  tiie  «dg«:of  yoor  'wbre  ^umni  my 
jwgtthur/V 
^laboddd^aositcfadfiii^ClaptoinPorgy  .^1 

^Oh,yet!  yon  voiild^^'that-iiidf  IfartMaikdlj'rafM^ 
and  I'don't  know  bat  I  tU\l  hmve  to  do  m  yt^    TMUnH/eem 
teixdy  oUigB'-mBi  Lasoei  wkfin  tibe  n^eeMj  dkatt*  t«nmnti  and 
wlm  I  makie  theehtveoiy:" 

'^rdon't  thkik,  emfftm.  '\So\    lnoviAwp^mi  do  ^.  *  >       '- 

nee  07  noae  teUaaie/that  XUm  heeitfiU'seiMi^ flUBbeilal  loft»  by 
iib3di,iii7'tinoa^abril''fiBd['agfeedbie  f«0fle7«ieii*rii  1  >tiffiMH>'* 
seloB^'as  onii  Ma^tickl^' hiar^reatiwlfr'tfish, ifleeWaHd^fcvl* 
and  JBOtifaeitt^wi^  J«mkiB^  heiouty^adli  >endiito  jb^  idieifed 
e€ilB«nnd  oasx^atibnai'  Bdft,  tburt  ivilte  da^  Lani^^^ 
Umg  riMl.Ame  be  iflh..and'^fl<ah.^imdl<foa4.and  Jamaica^t  X 
_.^*2SSfi4jttffiiLlL 6<>  babkto' tlw ^amriqai' 'faoiiM!iatead_^^ih 
'  Geithers,  to  find  it  desolate^  Negroes  gonfit  lands  iHfidMr;taaMife^ 
gaga,JiMdt'bi<n»TODgier  TemOTriii^ju  ^tiie  t>orihify*vigefcitb-iiniar 
me^a^^ireiamie'io  dftnbr^  Such  a  pr^q^eet  d^es  jie4'teinify';yoit^ 
You  have  not  been  reared  and  trained  to  poslti&Dj  And  jarfiMaL 
wairtaJ  <  Your  ai^  >y>oiiiig«  jnbti  at-tb«(adtralBO^'of '11^;  thy/d^ar 
boy,  and  can  torn  your  band  to  a  tbonsand  oc'cnpatioila^  eadb^^> 
wbich  sbili  Bup^ your ivian^  -SoehVis  ttoAilbatoaactlirilik'me. 
At  IMy^fi^e^naildiier'iieaH  tiCT  &ead,;iior  hand,  poaM8se»  any 
tflnsb  BesibiKlTr.'  A  aarfen  yeatis'  apptentieei&ip'to  mar  baa  kft. 
na  Teiodroaa  int  poaoe.  OlbeUo'a  otcapaiion'g  goaei^^gonei 
Tb«i«  is^ttle  or  aotUtignoTrtbat  I  ahoiM  lii«  for; '^£»%i' 
wife,  friends,  fortnBe<»«««'I'  bave  none-)  -^^doneliaesay  porvertyvdeaof* 
lation — these  are  tbe  only  prospects  before  me!".  .     ;*  i  (  / 

Tbis  Wto-apofceo'idtli  ae  iiawb<Mal  nia«RiAifaMa.'itliat  kitom- 
pelled  tbe  warmest  sympaibiBS  .of'tbe  yenthfU  ^bear^ivwlk),  in 
npite  of  many  eccentricities  on  tfaepait^flljbeapttikeiv'idiiBb^he 
AbM  te  aaRbealtanft,  and  « string  aiid  aoliire  aatfiikneaivi  tMiieh 
he  comprehended  well  enoogb,  bad  yet  a  real  afiPectioil  ftk^Wa 
aapecMr.  .  H^Jcve^t  neavtofFDBgyiiWMbaaid''^-  '': 

^'Ofal  it  can't teaaliad  as  idi  Aat^captafa^    Ton. bane maay« 
la. '  th^m'gQmimi  liarioii^  and  ^erefs  toaBioohiiMi,  aadr 
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By  bMdMf*  ami  fool^  )|oti.fi  jGm  iplaiiMiQif  miJL  mi^ov 

f^Ton^  oidy  I  r  The  laM  ncotttfofftefwrta^  ^  evei^ibaicof  #<^ 
negro  was  gone — all  carried  off  by  the  tones,  I  suppe^eyrXNT Jtbeh 
ftttiak  :iAtafoit^plad(ta(j^;^i^i(t|ii4w'^ 
shark  of  a  8cotcim$9i^$.M^immM  k^  IK^  wflt  i^VP^ld.  W- 
worth  nothing  without  the  slaves.    I  tell  you,  boy»  I  see  no 
remedy  but  to  get  my  throat  cat  like  a  gentleman,  and  die  in 
my  epanlettes  and  boots." 

"  Oh  1  something  will  be  sore  to  tnm  up,  captain.  Bemember 
what  old  Ben  Brewer  nsed  to  say  when  anything  misfortmiate 
had  happened— «Look"np;i^8kyi-^fe^o^'B  oner  all!'  Clod's 
yonr  ftiend.  captain." 

"  Well,  in  tmUi,  Lance,  Vve  so  seldom  called  upon  him» 
9Vffmg:  my  oi)m  IneiiidsrAf^ipeiibiCBrJ)^  pjgl^^d^  #0fnet)]ipBg 

TJiB  iirref  eiotice  ymt^,  vf^Miked .  by  hi».]rpiing(^m»mon  in  the 
foltoirfikf  tevMf—.  •    -  .t  V-  •■  I  . 

»*(^^ptaiali4i»n'ii  t^ilfc  so4  tQa'fi^.vb^^  ,4Qi9S.%  7^^  ^ 
along !  Who  Jias  .tnken  care  of  ypn,  tjiU.,nQiF,  wbep.  y^fa'nc^  forty- . 
ftp«  yefurt  oU  t  Who  saved  yoa^a^fiften  in;figh|t l-r^and  that> 
another.  v«a#<H^  ^afitaln,  why  yon  ,8hDi}]id.  b«v&  j(aHb  in  hip  mer- 
eias*  vl  fe^lmi,  &od  always  pift^  io».|^  t^e  right  tjp^,  to  seve 
people;.]f  m  be  Aw  only  let  tin  I :  ft>,iyy  thi^^yiy'/ 1^^  ^tHi 
^nd  that's  continnaUy  fighti»gT«fMu»t  ttisjjQerde^" 
""^^^mm^  llk»  m  o»cle,  liiKmk !  Qpe,l*iing*8.  cuijt^„<ii^ 
«i'|»esi>p)i<BA  a.)C!^i9[»#^y^  tfcai  h^q^i  4p,j[potl;^,to^sfv«^ 
bJBWieh^  tb#  ,b«t  phiiosophyiis  ta  eppfidi^^^  P9FW  FPWP^ ^ 
hi0  fmB^\  <W  m^  Jthjugj  rest  ,»«furedr  W  W-rl.  4^1  Wr«>^: 
hnoy  my/AWfi.  casf9.to>  jn^vient  Jf  a^uld  fear  th^Jndg^'^i 
dbatgei  iwiWibe  agaiijst  xpe,Jiet. w«.P'e*d  w.I  i»igJ?,|,  and  be  his^ 
mwim  as  fgi;^!.  as  I  cpuld;  iiopc^  ibr^  Xt  :i^  be  a()f9{)rp  timf* 
cpoogh  to  end  one's  own  history ;  and  sifu^  I've  escaped  the 
British  bullet  and  bayonet,  daring  a  seven,  yeiM^'  lervice,  I  shall 
eortainly  not  nse  either  to  my  own  disqoiet  The  /smell  of  Tom'4 
fry»  makes  my  philosophy  mote  cheerful.  It  is»  indeed,  surprise 
hi^.how  %  fl^Ai^'jpr  ^e&  cbirindle  ^m^y  Um^x^  ^op^  ^e*  ,  Ho  \ 
^Beoi'ifssB.yAiifftadyt"  .  d 

^  J«l'^*ea4|r*^iauuwf^"  wiis.the  pn^apt-WldT  o^  .the  pook. 
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**lA^  lis  «M,  ii«tie««  I  «Mi'  thai  MiMkbtflie  Wi  hi*  dMnrer 
already.  Help  me  with  an  ann,  inj^  b#y,  wliAe  I  riw  to  a  «i»- 
tiHg  pdnt^ns^.  1  «a  M-^Miiidl^  )MtwMi  to-  haatv^  up  into  fmtpen- 
dfcdiarfty/^  '^ 

Learitig  otir  IMldi  g«o«p^  of  pakrtitlMa,  lbv>4  iidfie,l«INi8  itrtoni 
M'  the  wi^w  Bveleigfb;  ofb  kei^  mrate  iMnseiMmtidL 
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Mir^.'^tii^is^B,  ^  we  hin^  tfh^«%^tit«te4^  Mi  th^  d^'ftii> 
her  plantation  on  Wednesday,  instead  of  Friday.  Tire'tfaMigfe' 
vH  heratrangeMefiii,  ^iktled  fb^  a  60frd^MRhg  «h«n^'lft  'Aise 
of  M'Kewn,  and  the  squatter,  Bostwick.  The  l^mt»i  irith'  kh. 
fire  (ioiifederie^,  ovemplay^,  toi>k^thei)?  defartiipe  ^Mi^^^Vieifcfoy ; 
and,  we^  kiio<Mritig  the'^rwil^  t6  he  pni^vect  by  the  ttrMow,  ap«dr 
rapidly  for  the  fidi^toj  ih'^cfi^eighborhood  «f  which  1WW4  %htiy 
proposed  to  p^antth^ir  vUMAmsh.  .  Tiieir  depattofe  *wm  qaAb  -« 
r^Kef  to  M'KewB,  a9  ii  ^re^y  lessened  the  eiji^ettBe  to^whldk 
he  was  necessas^ljr  ^BJ^ct^^io  16ng  as  tSiey  r^tikied  in  1dl%ii^8i^ 
and  in  a  vicinity^^  ftOl  of  tetti^ilatSMifii.         '   '  .  •'      > 

-We  ncfed  nol  note  fbeir  progress.  Oon^deili^^lcMflilridc, 
Aey  were  rs6t  long  ihr^fad^ng  thefh'  Mdfcig'^plac^,  attd^^MMA 
ihg  sticU  'k  positSbn^wt^st  iVf  Ufafe  EQkto,  as  liroiiM  e^bWtlveu 
to  fasten  npoii  I9i^  pi^  at  a  bound.  The  eitcM^  Ufl^;  ifii^ 
susjHcious  of  dilhger;  set  fbrdi'  i^e^  bre&ftttt  (th '  Wedbe^iiiy* 
momSng,  in  her  gteatfamily  carriage  dmwn  by  f^rur  Mmt  iMtfSee. 
ne  himbeting  vehicle  of  that  'period  need  ttot  be  pmrtieidayly' 
described,  li^  veiy'weH 'known  that  the  cart^ages'of  thai  dajr 
were  huge,  unsight!y.and  heavy  niachines,  very  soBd  st^neturei 
<jf  wood  and  hron,  which,  even  when  entirely  etnpty^  w<ei^e  i$,-imt* 
fident  1>urden  for  their  teams.  When  occupied  hy  ottrw{d<^; 
Wten»  a  yotfft'of  ^teeti,ii  itiiM-servaAt  of  no^-i^dll  '^mMi* 
ikms,  sundry  trunks,  bags  and  boxes,  fiHi^  up  ^»vel7'^<bb•1%t 
•naee^itiid  c^d^ttrMMt  <to**it  iMicAjr  progfMft  ky^  iMugW  «kid 
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gtbeb,  Mdfigiil^  to  (!^>teiti  Pd^^  ^i^tioiii,  i^^^lMlr«>  s^dh/tte 
irMo^'Wte  io  forttilM^;  And  W^fiMiy  w^«6rt^bdt^;'wM  lun^'Oini, 
ft(mib^^viUA«i  of  ir^nlvMr.'  Tk6t«iV^irMi^  ^  MM;  fiveMgli, 
lPMdhaih;'M  life  iMHT^i  iH^lihlM'^n  A  ctaiiM^ii  btti  Ipo^etM, 

^MMryi  tfo  eAMict,  I9erfa«ft/4n  bdhMb,  A^  ]^:%f  liifge  but 
cmnmoB  wimms;  -  xottii^  jsveiiffn'  wfUr  mOBXmSnf  anMCk    ^fle 

%fr  ^y^mSit  "fot-kYuAh  ^mMMSt^'  ol'^pc^f  4f)4B|^Viidi 

SHu  rBBOlUvB  iBMUractOT. 

itiia^  sUii(HHtt  $  BMy  iMUKj^dloM  df '  chto'g<efr,'  A^r-  BUd'^lAlMi 

Boke^^  FbnAalh  Mid  j^im^  B¥(Acligfc  tMefbg^llMr^^ 
aiid  ot^er  momentfl  they  were  to  be-ve^^ldb^lltitlM' Wi^OR  Md 
4M|^^«6;  &iW  Wik  i^mi  iiii  iA^^iMf,  ^tihm  ^Mbg  aJi^ad* 
tbey  were  out  of  sight  botk  of  wagon  and  «ittUlk(^<'  BkmhWIA 
had  made^all  his  calctfotR^^^^Htti'dtNi't^^ 
of  th,e  tra^^g'tiAilti^  tite  ^fiid^l^  dn '^tiilfa- o^  ^  The 

'^y  ]b^  i^il  sdfflBi^  fo  ^6toto  ffa«  BdM>  al;  PtU^Mr^i,  Aild  liad 
ihAAe-,«¥ttitf  t>^gi«to  trpi^Tttd  and^toWat^  ilto  A^iA6)^»  WfteM'ti^ 
fioiur  lb*  •*W^1itg"  ^jiri/aWMd;  Of  feotrtne.  cilfrrti%fc  and  Wiajjib 
liret^'f^th  w^t  pit>v!d^d' With  tli^  mieessaty  Kd^;|p1le8^  pf(y«1»- 
ft^Vkli'-^e'tlt^^  hoii^'aloiig  iUe  rotite,  ftew"  &t  titiy  1M^» 
«D<1,^  long  iQtervidV;ffka  Meii  f^^iH^rifff  IMkMuMf^tm' 

*  y vUiig  iSVMeign '  hirti*'  J'MiHNl '  Jw^  Wd  fo  'RHd'  ii 
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of  the  cwrrfage*  The  regMm'Wi«0.we|l.iF«gd«d;  «ii4.  tjie  vAhiQl^B 
were  peawg  tbvoogb «  iefife ef  l^e.fiisestriiKnre  UumoomiiKmljr 
dense.  Thej  k«d  jofit  paia^  lui  woiebt  GltthbcMnse,  siMiiL .  «a 
may  be  fannclt  lo  lUa  dajr>  t^seo^iiout  Uii^  parish  toxa^  of 
'South  Gamliaa;  wiier%  «fter  the  dajr^a  hoiit,  thegentiy  of.'tbe 
BorroimdiBg  diatriet  reasa»ipblc4  i<^  diiiBer.  The  Mnm  iui4 
been  disosel  fQc  tl^a  fwf90^  disring  the  vacr  imd  waa  Mowja^ 
.tmoB*.  -The  plankfl  hi^theea  l^^vo;  off  iwm  ibie  impi^ which 
fliood  up  lui  almost  naked  skeleton;  /  Tt^  floKnr  waa.  gD9^-*the 
90of  ooold  affovd  no  shidten  Weeds  and  ffmwh  stiU  in  jcwk^ 
Jtfirarjuaaae^  e»Ti?Qiied  the  d^9caying:falHrio,  m  vhkhiri)|9.>j4i<9n]>ti 
dtewg  the-heata  <^  mwmatv  the  farpe|it;4uidi^e  .wM^  fQuiul 
fiNiqinaiit  hasboBage.  Joat  ^(Nid  ibis;  ^^;^  im^-  iii4mf4 
4omei  4pr0ad;aara7/t0  the  aQiith«,^Tfer;Alo;vr,^u^kjr  ficact, ^blcb 
Ihe  deer  |M»d;  the  hear  eatdd^akme  inhabit.  ^heiK>M  wpm^ 
almig  the  e^pcM  of  ^ii^low  r^egipn^rpmrniing  tbe^higl^er  groimda. 
(It  was  vbite  thetow^agan^iastpasskig  Uvcoogh  the  dark  ^b^ows 
of  this  defile,  that  it  was  suddenly  arrested,  ^be  )ioi;8ea/vr^^ 
^made'ttid/^ly  tAiieaoil»  mi  wihenl^  abiovt ;  the  ve^iclQ  waa  Uirust 
divectljf  a^tosa  tbe.iy>a4>Mi  iw  isiir^,^  dp«A  i^  ^fh  ^^Jffy^^ 
lanfakenad  Ibif.  E^alaigb  ^rom  a  d^^A)^  nuHid,  while  thp  (fjpj  qf 
Ae  8ipv¥aiitriBaid  .who  ap^cpinj^auedi.har,  jvaro^d  i^er  of  aome 
eT«nt  whiob  retailed  Jb^.attefitipi^.  i  J^  ^t,,ahe  |ft^C;ied  tf^iM: 
iim  hoiaee- were  imniily ^  b^tj  4^^.  w^af  .^0911  :andefeiY,ed^  ,  ^J4e 
tmerda^vthAiufgpNhgprW.  .  ..  ,_.;.,  .,.^. 
^   «Obi  ft|ia4iiif<l0o]kr[a\4emUl^:)(]p9^g.;9^     jqj^  d^,j^tf;|i 

4e  bore^  by-de  bwclV        ^.,  ,    *      *    *  ..k  ■    ^ .  ♦. »  ^it 

jU ihaft  onaiaent  the /dovtez  fried  (mtr^r  (.       .  ,    i,^,r 

•*  HeQo.l  da'  — --wha'  you  gwine  do  wid  my  hossee  1" 
He  waaaSenoed  with  a blorw  from  a  blfidgeon  deUvejred  b^  a 
■iMud  whldi  be  h|id  not  seen,  and  which  tumbled  him  furly  iGrom 
Ua  seait,  ,  Two  ,or  three  men,  covered  with  maaks,  and  dressed 
with  long,  abi^^  black  hair»  jUirougk  which  their  wild  dark  eyes 
ed^  wwretTi«^e««now  appeared  at  th^  ^ide,of.tbe.^carriagfa^  ^ 
deor  of  wlu^  vm  tow op«Prip-W  v^fikmU     .        ,,;  r  ^  |-     j[ 

"  Who  aretfoiij    What  do  yon  meaA  l^y  tlwu?  viole?)ce J!\oS^ 
mandad  tb^^rwidQwuJ^ki^  veij.pale^  hut  iq^^a^jag  vjigr  ^17. 


•poke—-  •  . .  ,.  .  -iu//    r .     \-,i  .ft.w 

''Come  jout» iii^i;90od  .wcNMaK^thmi  >we  »iiift^  hMre^*  fiMidr 

*«Iiv{iUflMMO]iil.[|MtaaeoiiB.    I needM^ialpt/'    ^ 

f'AU  fight, .BMi'Aiitj;  i'm  tOl  tunr^r  *ia^tito  fattow^  m  he 
»ttd»  way  "for  hesilto;  deaoMcl.  -  Xhe>nagvQrjSPid<mt>lieii)blhig  m. 
theeftfda^ater  b«r4ilifltM8fl{hii490i  0^^  >  . 

^' QiU  wHkiTOQ^  Jenny tff  «bM  the^^tdBoimmi/tdbiBg  tiie  «e»* 
iwBitiby  hw'aMv^;Bnd^irilhi^  npnQh-^SD^fc.fhlit  eke  sorottmed 
wUn*^.-    .  •    .   .  ■-'»/ 1 .  -'-  -  '. 

•*  Shut  up  your  fish-trap,  you  —*-:-,''  heiiotted»  "wUh  m  tenrible 
TioiceAndoatb,  '^^ht  I'Uftear.^ut  yoor  timgiio>'aiMl!e«i  it-wMiout 

bread  or  gravy."  '  

,  Thu  ^roaft,  mdtho  .adifw  hy  vhtehU  waaaofonpataed, 
aiwoihet  to  vedMibl6tiher'B6reai^«a^  taf<ditigTibe«l«e^4o 
tbeiVehid6t;'li|Hm  whNhptbav0die»*ji]ciped4]Wflrttd  ttinftUedhatt 
Mft^beadkAg^aa  iC^dia  had  batiti  a  bate^f  «tftloii«.  He^thailipMh 
oaedaA  irith/  suigfalaii •indvBtfy'i  lj».iieAneh  Ae'  ea«iiia^<a:p<)tfiBa« 
aiiftg  hteaek  M»ng  otha^i  thin^,  of  411  rieUy  inlaid  mahaeanjt 
taae,  wUch  bo  Jneir  from  beoeatb  the  aeat  3y>tUi  timajihie 
ooii£Mflralat  h«d  «iiith«  tva^snaiui  Jieed  the  UfOBOt^!  Theaer^ 
isiuii<giri  fio$lmiaiibeit  sMeaw^'MNtUflutg  diymD,ted[bto4i}oiith 
ban^dagadh-ati  Qi>emtiai](*wbidhr/wa$]  pari^Hmeia.  hy^meiot  the 
ip0aaant%>«iifclhoi:^Mity>of.>i9ai#14:pi:^^  TbaifjAow 

Eveleigh,  meanwhile,  stood  silent,  anxious,  breathless,  withijeKv 
{Mtatiot  sipA  iliittvAeMipni.tet/inalntainii^  fk  ofiMe  Midyear, 
less  demeanor.  At;  thfv  mflniaflt,  a  yirtoliilyt  ii^M  h^Hrdiahaod 
«^|hei^  UPOtbaiCfriwA  another.  'M  the  msmi  Ae.  laj^  «6iild  not 
anppisewibenuiiitmr-tr  ,      ,     . 

.*Uy  senr-wyawi!  My  GWll  project  my:  son!" 
.  jBh»(  clwip^  heon  handu  mtb.  faioieaailig/apprAhentt^nat  wkflf 
t]^  jieiT!  Utmfs  in  rhez  leiee  irere  taof  aMng  lor  o^neealnieiki^ 
her  knees  trembled  beneath  her,  and  she  ai^ik  back  for  support 
HgHiDPt  A  t«^. :  Two  of  the  assailants  had.  ren^ainod  with  tlie 
carriage.  These  started  into  activity  m>  tte  noond  oi  the  fiiMr 
Mpi4.,rfm^dMth^qi4  !!]r|ey'Qfip«t  li»m  tl^.r^dl.in^^^ 
iMeU jKllu#J&T6l#»gh4i^  h^ j^ddm.  i^M^imni Qvif 

^.Ijk  iMb«t(P9Pi«t$  t|iw>  iWUnltOTyiirfjtii  dayfat  .totwaml 


Itej^Unted  Iri  tthe  diiMtimi^^MMhe  ^tsmd  of  sdilai.  'ffbetwia^w 
watched  them  with  eager  terrors,  as  they  sped  along;  i;hto^ 
liiHHr  «aret  of'iAie  iTedi^  pnrsulii^  >eh«*  voa^eld^'  bM  atold- 
ing,  as  much  as  possible,  the  expoaqre  «f 'thfeiv  p^rwrne.  *  SM* 
denlj  she'siiir  tbem  ^erouch  benealii  ^polshe  tvwf^  to^^ln  a 
0Mom1  or  tM  aiteii,  the  tnoitpof  a  hcnsj,  at  annm,  tnitt^^lieir 
Mm  At  thei  wovmi,  one  cff  them  nwed  a  ligM  caibiite  wihMi 
he  carried,  and  which  he  eoeked  iit  veadteew.  ifi»  htoi  soaveeiy 
done  eov  when  lyoang  Bv«fleigh  tmm%  in  sighii  pas^ii^f  thu  f6nj 
ie  tte  utmost  ^^ete  «(tag  imsd  theorfr  df  iii»  mthet-^kttbe 
top  of  her  voice — but  very  tiEuntlj,  at  Uiat  distance ; — f^Mtddug 
the  cart  «f  die  iMbdittidntyt^—  V 

**BMhtJMhBtyhMkiVtymm,  Beware  I'beiwaMit  ^flMreare 
enemies  in  ambush !" 

The  3roiidt  seemei  M  hear,  vid  appeared  dilipeBed  to  gbdier  up 
lili  hetie:  but  he  was  aatie^atad  byfee  aatbnsh.  A  rfhM  'wtm 
ired;  iBML  the  llltW  etee4  went -de^wii^  forward  on  bis  fiMe^pttoh- 
'mgiheycnA  ov0i  )Ab  heAd.  1%^  tiw  aitMdanIs  tkfkt  dUxUft 
out  of  their  fbm»  of  liidtag>  and  ^rew  <ftiemBel?e»  u^  iam  at 
he  ytm feebly  end^vdfiiig'le. rite.  He  stiuggied  ai  weA  aate 
eould«  being  evidently  eomewfaat  stunned  by  his  iill  j  bbt  yrhtA 
eould  his  unfaacdened  elaewt  k^Hn  a  struggU»  with  two  ntfitana, 
praotised  tn  ail  sevta  ^  <eiid^wit«n  "viMt  fbufaiee  well  0ei^  and  te 
iIm  Ml  'Hgor  <tf  m«iAw[)d  i  'Whilb  they  held  hhn^  down^  pie- 
pai^  t^lind  hie  arms,  this  laeikerntlihed  toward  tkeid/eiyhig 
aloui*^*^ 

^Spive  Um^  ip^aw  itny  eoti,  Md  yea  ehafl  have  ifl-^^-^l 
Any  thing'!^  eidy  spisr^'UBi  I    Iiiet^him  lUe  !*'' 

She  did  1)104  wilt  %o  see  ^^  tEttectel^  her  «nl»^^ 
in  between  the  assiulants.  It  was  a  noUe  ^tJhUMon  lof  nuttiM^ 
ual  courage,  reekteis!  ^AAr  l|e^9etf,'m^ed!  only  by-the^  onj^  tm* 
f«dBe  oi  knre  and  dcvntiM  'to  her  young.  On^  ^ Hi^'iilftims 
seised  her  and  bore  hor  baik,  wliile  ttie  ether  kept  bfo  kne* 
tipon  the  breast  of  the  y  toth. 

*'  My  son  t  My  son !  Bpare  him !  spare  him  !"^  she  eonthinM 
ie  oryi  ^  and  I  wMl  give  yoti  eveiythhig." 

«^8hiitn^«  goiifd'WMiiatti MeAmt  np^l  ^fhere^ n»f daay»; ^g^ tfM^ 
joong  eitfr  %i4ll  onlykMp^qeM.  ^heif^%  no  hiirtt'Jd6^W4Ull 
y*;  andaNtt*iril&lMppettW^ftfa[i«f^bfrtoli^  eM>dgti 


•'ready.    Se^i.Jpi|p.fii*"-?*-*P*  W»  cflBIW*»r-^'^ Mh  Jfi»t^ 

As  he  spoke,  two  follows,  masked  and  bearded  like  Ynrrmitl 
with  false  hair,  and  groal^'lip^fr^vMl  SNlKiC  ^l^mbeNiKMid 
faces,  ran  toward  them  from  above.  To  these,  Itm^  fcaariit  ^who 
had  just  spoken- 944'i^^'biffiiM^ 

&r  1^  ^gr   '^to»l(<^^^^  V»V-MP^hiM^  Wi^Um  #«i  witk  a  huUbft 
t|irpii|^>h0,liefi4  ■    ^  I 

Afim;ti.g|a{i«^,|ro«i  afl  partis  w^sta^^breme^to  »th».yoMg 
^IQ^j|.^4'hayiw.  ^e^Tf^  tbf  [Pfiwi^wd  lr»«wbMi  th^j  bad 
i;ii<nt  t(^.i^A^ 

"What  hev'  jou.^f^  {ipri^  the,A1MWM  J'OuttM^ 
m1^P^-9^^'y^ »^MW# *> ^m-tiie.teiitej  and  wshf  waa,  iniact, " 

"He's  fast."  •     ..  .      i 

V  .?*  ^(«*.«tP»'fl^  iW»  iWi^l».ar,bf|i*#lr9h^'0¥Af  <fc%  keik^  and 
neck,  and  then  tied  him  down  to  a  saplingv'^  * 

"Is  he  safer  ,  .f      :  .  //     . :  .   / 

V  ;|  ;^oA Jr  4J4^'4<>i>>'>  ipQ^v^,  an4  JM^^ir.- 
.^."^offFasitr;  ,  .  .  { 

i  -•*  W%,,hftfei^  jipWK  P  ^**  M  tJw.bwinqfc  «id.MihQn  he/was 
drinking.  Bill  Sykes  jumped  .fflt^  4#^bn9b^«iid  k&odied  Utii 
9^  l^  Y(^'W]i^  «|i^,.hunt«M  ofiiMt.  «ii«(^  'A#  tkei  ^^vng 
fellow  seed  that,  setting  on  his  horse,  he  let  fly  at  Bill,  fint  ,paa 
^j^  H^»fanp^^j^iJioji^g*  J^smMm  'M^  ike  «ait ' Wtor  that 
did  Ihe  tUi^g*:  T^e^  bfi^h/^sdt  a)]|KHi^,.4ffd/^«if9it  .i»ff  at  Ml 
^^,  ,^I  p\J^  o?|  }jpm,  }^  'JMi^Af  flrtjp  «f  «»pi  »d  ^ft  hA*  to 
59p^  afc<]^Siiw^fajiA.fpe^^^^j^  ]?^i4)lMf(», .Irfe^r  htd  tfiised 
himself  np  out  of  the  wateri  nj^^  ;W%9  aimio^  tQigAi  ai.biii  hoasa 
and  holst^ycp,.  where  we  savr  die^  l^d  two  piitola.  But  I  gin  Aim 
^^aqltlexy  side  of  his  bea^,  which  spsawled  hi<su  iwd  Sion  took  up 

mNBi?"i.w,   .'.  "  .V  -  .-,•.- 

^  Ha'iiate  his  last  haetn  I" 
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"^  Let  him  lie  then,  till  w^  see  to  otur  wotk.    We  ttoflt  pfek 
iq^  Ifae  Biggers,  and  be  off.    There's  not  much  tfane?' 
**  Did  yon  gat  the  carnage,  Best  f '  demanded  one  of  the  M* 


<  ^NWh4heM^  Mthbg  miMbv  I  feekoih^ 

-•'Nb^MMMieyf^' 

<*  Not  that  I  see — but  I  hevnH  looked  in  y^t'' 

'*  I'll  see  to  that,''  said  Fire  Dick,  otherwise  Di^k  Korrfi 

Ea<^  of  the  {parties  darted  off  in  the  direction  of  dio  carriage 
a«d  'Wagon*  except  Bostwick ;  ^  whew  haTiag  abready  qtdetfy  pos- 
sessed himself  of  the  mahogany  box  of  Mrs.  Evoleigh,  which  he 
had  somehow  contrrred  to  conceal  from  all  parties  in  the  bushes, 
seemed  to  tdce  the-ftvA^r  adventure  quite  coolly.  To  -  him,  wm 
he  stood,  apparently  ikieditaiting,  the  widow  now  advattced.  Bj&t 
son  lay  bevMd  and  w«Miing  beside  tiieiiMtd. 

'*^  Is  your  porpose  phmder  f^  she  flemanded  of  the  squatter;- 
**  Take,  then,  aU  that  is  in  the  carriage  iaid  wagon --^mone]r» 
goods — bat  release  my  son,  and  let  as  go." 

**  Toa've  got  money  in  the  carriage  t^'  asked  the  sqtilktteit. 
'•^Diftrf  gvneas  only,  ^i^hitik  yea  will  find  in  a  small  mahogany 
box  beneath  the  seat"       • 

"Hem!    Well!    What  else  in  the  box t" 

"  Nothing  bat  a  few  papers  of  Taine  to  nobody  bat  myself.^ 

*•  We  mast  see  to  that !  Do  yoa  come  with  me.  The  ybwng 
Mkw  ha»'killed'  one -of  oar  peoplk  That  mast  be  paid  for^ 
foi\  as  the  3tbleiflay»w«  life  Ibr  life  P "* 

^'TaktfaUl^'  she  ex«laimed,  <«all-^as  I  said  before,  tod  M 
uagd.'"      .  i     I    '  •   .    '  ■       ' 

-'Tworftiio!  We're  got  aflthat^s*4»r,  already.  There  mast 
hemoret  ef  yoir'Wewld  save*  the  yoang  an  from  a  dog's  death." 

"Wbat^ morel    Howshalllpay yoa?  Whatsoml   Wlienl^ 

»  We^U  thML  a^oat  that!  Bat,  jest  now,  look  yoa,  I  ihtn;i 
pot  a  little  hitch  aboat  yoor  arms.'' 

He  palled  a  bundle  of  cord  from  his  pocket  as  he  spoke. 

*'  Yoa  wiD  not  dare !"  exclaimed  the  lady,  drawing  herself  np 
with  loathing  and  indignation  in  her  face.  Her  indignation/was 
Mfeby  her  0set  ^Ffaf^'yeoih  ^irldked  hi  friry, ^iM "writhed  des- 
perately in  his  b  mds.  Bat  the  niffian  was  nnmoved,  and'  lirtS 
his  hand  upon  the  arm  of  the  widow.    At'ffrst  she  recoiled — her 


eyee  were  filled  with  each  gleams  of  anger,  as  promised  des- 
p<u«te  struggle.  But  she  sabdned  herself;  feeling  that  anj 
effort  at  resistance  most  only  expose  her  to  worse  indignities. 
With  this  reflection  she  held  out  her  wrists. 

**  Well !  I  call  that^sepsibl^  «fn4  ^^vflt "  cried  the  mffian : 
**  but  the  other  way,  ma'am — behind  your  back,  ef  you  please. 
,Xfm,^ev^  Xw|M|jt(Ltieiypw/l^«^  wt^z^^'9toiv.J^^  ««aF 
through."  .1,       •     -V  k  I.         :  ^ 

The  calculating  rascal !  Again  the  lady  recoiled  with  a  nat- 
Mnl  fediag  of  ioaiyuii^  wd^  itidigiMifioti ^  again,'  how«Nr«r;  the 
leflacfion  of  ainoiiiBiit€itqwdUfr  to  sJbdue  it.  - 
'  **  N«fW^  m«)«iD^«f^<^«  plesie«"  wmtijiued  the  nifllMi,  <^3r<m*11 
•JMi  net  ^own  with  ydnrSMwk  to  this  supUngi  '-Idtt  kin  leim 
^t^iifjaami.  Twill  be  4  help  to  yott.^ 
.  8he«it  dowMrpanitrelyv  and  jafeted  heneSf'lio  be  fksten^  t6 
tiietireej 

**  Now>  ril-  j^fll  i««m  yonto  kmp  qviet.  'Tw4U  be  n^  ncfe  to 
bdowyfrr  time's  ndbf^^to  hear  yon  bntom'  «wn  peo^le^  and 
Ihey^  not  bt  ovevqwk  t»  help  ydi,  enlen  it's'  out  of  the  wortd ; 
SoK  ik«f  doa^t  Iftea^  womaA^ahotteriiig'tHien  there's  no  help  fnr 
ife;  tni  it  won't  take* iUem.  imeh.  to  make  'eirv  knock  you  «nd 
tiie  yoQDg  Mlowiorer  Ibe  kMUl." 

yfHh,  no  mote  wo*d8,.k«vAig^  nutde  both  tbepkrliee  as  seenre 
«•  posttUerthe  baadititoniedl  off  to  jonihis  oomtijdes,  leatfeg 
the  widow  with  a  soul  swelling  to  bursting  with  frfa^ess  indigl 
natioo^  irith  feiir  ^a^id  M*wtff^emseA  <rag«,  for  WUcJh  die  could 
find  Ae  belief  J eivfeiiiA.itoiiMiie  teaov  -  Bat«  when  sh^ 'k)okfl4 
«^n  her  soni  leivor»Tin  imipeot  to  hisdmger,  susffaniicM  eferjr 
^tfldrfeaKngw 

'<Ohl  Arthur •««•  my  son!  my  son)  What  is  to  bewmne  cf 
mt  They  will  kill  yon,  my  son ;  they  w^  kill «s  botfar 
,  The  son  groaned  in  aoffwer,  and  onee  >  more  writbed  desp«r- 
aielyi  but  vainly,  in  his  bonds.  Eskftusted  wMiliia ineAwtnid 
fftmggles  and  humbled  by  the  sense  of  shatne.and  knpet^neiB, 
teav^  big  and  sealdii^  gushed  from  his  eyes,  whidi  he  ^oeed, 
ki  yeiy  mortifieation»  aa  if  to  conceal  the  weaknew  which  ke 
•mdiooteonlroL     •  ' 
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CHAPTER  XT. 

THROUGH  THE  LICN'S  MESHES. 

Halt  an  hpitr  mi^  %mrt  di&pa^  lur  emu  4  loB^te  feiiai» 
and  the  outlaws  bad  all^Uttij^p^aareA  Ifom^e  sighl  of  ifo  hro 
fnktered  ipaltm^liarvuig  now  addreMed;  thtesdveaio  tiMr:dtity 
<9f  bapitaringr  tbe  ndgvoeflt  and  ovscbaitliBg  '•  tlie  wvgon,  wImI^ 
slowly  followed  in  th*  fear.  But  few  wdrds  had  fmaatd  hi^ 
twe«n  tbd  iBlotktiDr  »aiid  ber  ttm.  Tbty  bad^iaddng  oonaofing 
in  their  thoughts,  and  no  motiye,  accordingly,  for  speech.  TM^ 
.4xtMu^Md,  ^o^aiy,  wrdtehed,  and  fnlt  x)f  appfeheHfi&bntt  o6  the 
^lot,  and  agaiaat  lilbe  trdea  to  ^hibh  they  had  Ineh  -setunrattdi^ 
futtened  \  when  the  ear  of  tfie  widow  dbgbt  a  mtKng  bcmUi 
aanoftg  the  biMhes  bdiiod  h»t  iaad  a  raomeiit  after  heifd  A 
Y^ice,  wUeh  ahe  rehdily  leoOgi&iaQd  aa  iUatof.  her  maii-ienrraiilii 
Jenny.  It  was  at  this  momeiiiifthatf  shd  xemenber^  tinit  1i^ 
4niffiaii  wh»#rd4red  the  ^  firom  Ae-^oabh,  and  finally  hitfled 
hi^tntQi  «t»Itad  e^ed  her  by  Imr  tmi  Mme-^a  iMt  to  be 
vettieknberad. 

;  The  girl  biid  been  HnchinoffofTrtnate  than  ber  mlstteaa.  Jt 
h*r9ftf  tbto  oniliMr8,|teTokad  by  bei.ohuiiaht  bad  bandaged  kor 
'lafva*;  iMit  they  had  aegleoied^  in  -Iknr  anxiety  to  aeeure  thie 
widow  and  search  the  carriage,  to  bandage  her  anna  iIm;  10lk% 
lily'm^%\,  iBTth^  geiieky  cbnfnsioii,  kad  notbeing  4  ^i:JlB]^i^6as 
persoftage^  wasi  all^twed' to  crawl  away  nnperoefved  tiito  ^btt 
iNMfbeb;  aadira  tfae.Tari^  of  ist^re^t^whioh  the  ontlstws  hal  to 
jeoBsnlW renidnisd, fdrft  thua, kdtogether utireknetubered:'  Vt^SI% 
the  two>  kairing-  ctmbg^i  of  ik^  widow,  ran  forward  to  plaiii'llA 
jMdMfeih.lbvtii^«QB,'the  gh*l imd  fbnfeid^iloee  dbeHerin  tbe  tllK^^ 
440-^bMl  SBooeeded  m  ttiippiog  tb^  bandage  fVotn  ber  ja't$%;«uil) 
had  80  far  recovered  her  wits,  or  her  instinctfc^  «#  to 'f^  IM 
desire  of  being  nsefnl.  Keeping  still  the  cover  of  the  thicket, 
she  had  wound  her  way  along  the  road,  though  at  a  safe  dis- 
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lance  fi-om  it,  toward  the  spot  subsequently  marked  by  the 
struggle  with  young  Eveleigh,  and  the  pinioning  of  himself  and 
mother ;  and  now  she  stood,  but  a  few  paces  distant  in  the 
woods,  seemingly  afraid  to  venture  out  upon  the  public  road, 
on  the  margin  of  which  the  captives  had  been  bound.  Her 
object  was  to  feel  if  the  coast  was  clear.  She  could  see  her 
mistress  and  the  youth,  from  her  place  of  harborage,  but  the 
highway,  up  and  down,  was  beyond  her  survey. 

"Hi,  missis,  hi!      Da  me!     Da  Jinney!     I  jis*  want  for 
know  ef  dem  black  people  gone.** 
"  Oh  !  Jenny,  yes ;  I  don't  see  them !" 
•*  Look  up  de  road,  missis,  ef  you  kin.    Le'  me  yer  [hear] 
wha'  you  kin  see  up  de  road,  fua,  'fore  I  come." 

"  I  see  nothing  but  the  carriage.  Jenny.  I  see  no  penson 
about  it.     They  are  gone,  but  I  hear  a  noiBe." 

"  I  yer  dat  noise  too,  but  he's  fur  away  on  de  road.  I  kin 
come  out  den  V* 

"Yes  you  may — but  look  sharp,  Jenny." 
"  Yer's  me  !"  cried  the  girl,  emerging  from  the  wood.     "lior' 
a  mussy  ! — an'  he  tie  you,  and  mass  Art'ur!     De  black  deb- 
bils — he  tie  you,  missis  ?     You  got  knife  V* 

"  Put  your  hand  in  my  pocket — you  will  find  one." 
"  I  hab  'im — le'  me  cut  you  loose." 

*'  Arthur  first,  Jenny,"  said  the  mother,  earnestly.  But  the 
giH  was  already  slasliing  away  at  the  ploughlines  which  bad 
been  used  to  secure  the  mistress.  In  a  moment  her  arms  were 
free.  The  mother  then  seized  the  knife  herself  to  perform  the 
grateful  oflfice  of  giving  freedom  to  her  son.  A  few  more  sec- 
onds sufficed  for  this^  ai^d  tliP.  ynnth  spranp;  up  with  a  new 
aenso  of  manhood,  and  full  of  a  fierce  desire  for  the^nflict 

"  Now,  Arthur,  ray  son,  fly  to  the  woods — hide  yourself—^ 
see  if  you  can  find  a  horse,  and  speed  for  help." 

"  No  indeed,  mother,"  cried  the  youth,  resuming  his  empty 
rifle  and  pistols,  which  had  been  suffered  to  lie  where  they  bad 
fallen  in  the  scuffle ;  "  do  you  and  Jenny  take  to  the  wpoda. 
Push  down  for  the  swamp,  which  is  only  a  few  hundred  yards 
below,  and  there  hide  yourself." 

"  What  do  you  propose  to  do,  Arthur  ?"  she  asked  in  seme 
trepidation,  seeing  him  proceed  to  reload  his  rifle ;  the  outlaws 
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bkvidg  thought  it  quite  unnecessaiy  to  deprive  hhn  of  hig  pow* 
der-hom  and  pouch. 

"  I  must  see  after  Fordham,  mother.  They  may  have  killcid 
him,  or  bound  him,  as  they  bound  us.  If  he  lives,  there  are 
two  of  us,  both  armed — ^* 

"  But  two,  Arthur,  against  six." 

"  Five  only,  mother,  now/    One  you  recollect — " 

"Yes,  yes!" 

"  Well,  two  against  five,  both  armed,  is  no  bad  ambush  :  and 
we  shall  surprise  the  rascals.    You  will  see." 

"  But  if  poor  Fordham  should  have  been  killed,  my  son  ?" 

"  I  will  revenge  him !"  cried  the  noble  boy,  driving  home  the 
bullet,  and,  immediately  after,  bounding  off  along  the  i*oad  in  the 
direction  of  the  spot  where  Fordham  had  been  knocked  down. 
His  mother  wrung  her  hands  passionately.  She  dared  not  call 
oat  after  him,  lest  she  should  alarm  other  ears ;  and  it  was  only 
with  a  great  effort  of  will  that  she  controlled  her  feelings,  and 
adopted  the  youth's  counsel,  by  bniying  herself  in  the  woods 
beyond.  Yet  she  only  put  herself  in  partial  cover.  Her  anxi- 
ety led  her  still  to  pursue  a  course  pamllel  with  the  road,  keep- 
ing the  same  direction  with  her  son. 

It  did  not  requii*e  many  minutes  to  enable  Ailhur  Evelef^li  to 
cover  the  space  between,  and  to  rfeach  the  bordei*s  of  the  creek 
where  the  outlaws  had  attacked  the  overseer  and  himself. 
Thete  were  all  the  signs  of  the  struggle  between  Fordham  and 
the  ruffian  who  asswled  him ;  but  Fordham  was  not  to  be  seen. 
While  the  youth  looked  about  in  wonder,  he  heard  his  name 
called  by  some  one  in  the  wood,  and  reasonably  conjectured  the 
person  to  be  the  one  he  sought.  He  pushed  through  the  bushes 
to  the  spot,  and  found  him,  bruised  and  beaten,  hardly  well  re- 
covered from  the  stunning  blow  by  which  he  had  been  felled  to 
the  ground — but  otherwise  Aot  injured.  He  was  tied  down  to 
a  sApling,  as  the  widow  and  the  youth  had  been ;  and  beside 
him,  within  a  couple  of  feet,  lay  the  corpse  of  the  outlaw,  stark 
and  stiff,  wliom  Arthur  himself  had  slain — a  spectacle  wbich 
miide  the  boy  shudder,  and  grow  suddenly  sick ;  but  which  poor 
Fordham  had  been  compelled  to  endure  for  a  goodly  hourt 

But  time  was  pressing.  The  exigency  of  the  case  did  not 
nHow  Arthur  Eveleigh  to  give  way  to  any  nervous  emotions,  j 
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however  natural.  Their  asaailants,  as  the  twjo  reasonably  ap- 
probended,  might  be  soon  again  upon  them,  and  tbe  yonth, 
asronglj  exerting  his  moral  nature,  overcame  hla  sickness,  ai^a 
cut  the  cords  which  fettered  the  overseer.  Fordham*  on  bis 
feet,  rapidly  recovered  himself^  His  own  rifle,  and  that  df  tbe 
dead  man,  lay  together,  with  an  old  pistol  belonging  to  the  out* 
laws.     Of  these,  Arthur  and  himself  took  qrnck  possession. 

*'  And  now,''  said  Fordham,  **  I  want  to  see  if  I  caoi  make  out 
tills  carrion." 

And  he  stooped  to  examine  the  body  of  tlie  slain  man.  Bnt 
Arthur  turned  away — though  a  strange  fascination  seemed,  a 
moment  affcer,  to  compel  him  to  gaze  upon  tlie  face  of  the  vic- 
tim, from  whose  head  Fordham  bad  removed  a  wilderness  of 
false,  black,  and  matted  hair.  The  whiskers  came  off  with  like 
readiness. 

"  He's  a  stranger  to  me,"  said  Fordham.  "  He's  a  mighty 
bad  face,  and  here's  a  cut  over  his  cheek,  a  great  slash,  that 
looks  as  if  'twas  done  with  a  broadsword,  and  it  hasn't  been  so 
very  long.  I  reckon  he  was  some  tory.  Your  shot  was  well 
p'inted,  Mr.  Arthur  —  it's  gone,  I  reckon,  straight  through  his 
heart.  It's  worked  a  most  amazin'  big  hole  in  lus  bosom.  See 
to  that." 

The  youth  looked  as  directed,  but  turned  away  quickly. 

'*  £nongh,  Fordham !  We  have  precious  little  time.  We  liad 
better  be  loading,  and  putting  ourselves  in  readiness." 

«  What's  to  be  done  ?     Where's  your  mother  ?" 

^  In  tlie  woods  with  Jenny.  I  told  her  to  push  into  the 
swamp  where  she  could  hide  so  dose  that  a  hundred  men 
couldn't  find  her  in  a  three  days'  search — " 

**  Onless  it  so  happened  1  But  you  are  right.  And  what  now 
are  we  to  do  t" 

"  There  are  two  of  us — there  are  four  or  five  of  these  out- 
laws. They  have  gone  down  the  road,  but  will  probably  return. 
We  can  ambush  them,  as  they  ambushed  us ;  we  have  tliree 
rifles,  and  as  many  pistols." 

**Grood,  Mr.  Arthur!  But  to  ambush  fliem,  we  must  hide 
t'other  side  of  the  spot  where  tliey  tied  you  and  your  mother. 
If  they  gtt  to  that  spot  and  find  you  gone,  they'll  take  tbe 
v«HMk  on  us." 
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"  True !     Let's  push  for  it,  Foi-dham/* 

^  I'm  consenting/'  answered  the  other,  who  had  just  finished 
loading  the  two  rifies.  These  he  took  on  his  shoulder.  The 
pistols  were  loaded  also,  and  the  whole  stock  of  arms  pretty 
equally  divided  between  the  two.  In  a  few  moments  they 
struck  into  the  woods,  Fordham  taking  the  lead,  and  following 
the  edge  of  the  road,  with  a  bold  stride,  yet  a  vigOant  eye  to 
every  bush  that  stirred.  He  had  recovered  all  his  energies,  and 
now  showed  himself,  as  he  was,  a  thorough  master  of  woodcraft. 
We  leave  the  two  in  their  progress ;  having  almost  reached  the 
spot  where  the  carriage  had  been  halted  and  turned  across  the 
road.  At  this  moment,  and  when  Arthur,  seeing  nothing,  rres 
about  to  push  forward,  Fordham  caught  his  wrist,  suddenly*  and 
drew  him  back  into  the  shelter  of  the  thicket  Let  us  leave 
them,  and  look  after  our  outlaws  for  a  while. 


CHAPTER    XII. 

HOW   BLACKBTUDS   ARE   TAKEN,   AND   HOW   BLACKBIRDS   FLY. 

Having,  as  they  fancied,  secured  the  only  persons  who  were 
likely  to  give  them  any  trouble — having  ransacked  the  carriage, 
and  taken  into  their  own  keeping  any  small  valuables  whieh 
had  previously  eluded  their  search^- our  banditti,  under  the  con- 
duct of  the  squatter,  Bostwick,  now  prepared  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion upon  the  negroes  and  the  approaching  wagon.  This  vehicle 
might  have  been  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  car- 
riage when  the  latter  was  arrested,  the  inmates  taken  ci^tave, 
and  the  assault  made  upon  Fordham  and  young  Arthur.  Of 
these  events,  the  negroes,  by  whom  tlie  wagon  was  accompanied 
and  driven,  had  no  sort  of  conjecture,  at  the  moment  when  they 
happened.  The  road  was  one  of  those  admirably  circuitous 
ones,  so  common  in  our  forest  country,  which  seldom  af[brd  yoa 
a  direct  survey  of  tlie  route  for  three  hxmdred  yards  together; 
and,  trudging  on«  with  tongues  incessantly  employed,  singing  or 
talking,  the  negroes  had  ears  for  no  sounds  but  those  which 
they  themselves  produced.     The  wagon  was  mostly  filled  with 
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Htores,  sugar,  coffee,  flour,  bacon,  blankets,  and  negro  clothes. 
These  loaded  it  rather  heavily  for  the  six  mules  by  which  it  was 
drawn.  To  this  load  yon  feay  add,  at  intervals,  two  or  three 
of  the  negroes,  who,  from  temporary  lameness,  or  a  less  degree 
of  strength  than  the  rest,  were  permitted,  occasionally,  to  relieve 
their  fatigue  by  a».lift  in  the  wagon. 

One  of  these  negroes,  belonging  to  Captain  Porgy,  was,  by 
the  way,  an  expert  violinist.  His  only  possession  was  a  cracked 
and  ancient  fiddle,  the  seams  of  which  had  been  carefully,  but 
roughly,  closed  with  resin  from  the  pine  trees,  gathered  as  he 
passed.  With  this  instniment  he  continved  to  increase  the  noise 
and  the  merriment  which  still  accompanied  their  progress,  and 
to  lessen  the  consciousness  of  fatigue  on  the  part  of  his  com- 
panions.  FoTpf.  or  Pomppy  —  that  wuh  hi^  name — asjmjght^ 
be  expected,  was  a  gr^at  favorite;  and  his  plea  of  lameness,  we 
may  add,  was  not  examined  too  closely  by  the  driver  of  the 
wagon,  when  it  was  remembered  that  his  violin  could  be  made 
to  work  while  he  played.  The  negroes  were  fourteen  in  num- 
ber, seven  of  them  being  the  property  of  Mrs.  Eveleigh,1;he 
rest  of  Captain  Porgy  —  all  of  whom,  with  one  exception,  had 
been  recovered  from  the  clutches  of  the  insatiate  Colonel  Mon- 
crieff  and  his  colleagues.  These  were  all  walking,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  wagoner,  Tobias,  Pomp,  the  violinist,  and  Dembo, 
a  young  fellow  of  sixteen — the  two  latter  being  within  the 
wagon — Dembo  looking  out  from  the  opening  of  the  cover,  in 
the  rear,  while  Pomp  occupied  a  similar  position  in  front ;  the 
post  of  honor  being  naturally  claimed  for  the  violin.  Tobias 
bestrode  the  wheel-horse  immediately  in  front  of  him,  and  when 
Pomp  was  not  actually  playmg,  he  and  Tobias  kept  up  a  nm- 
ning  commentary  upon  the  ways  before  them,  the  events  through 
which  they  had  passed,  their  recent  captivity  in  the  Biitish 
hulk,  and  their  fortunate  escape  at  the  very  last  moment.  Thus 
travelling  and  employed,  the  party  at  length  wound  its  way 
siowiy  into  the  plain,  at  the  farthest  opening  of  which — perhaps 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant — the  carriage  of  the  widow  could 
now  be  seen,  awkwardly  enough,  turned  directly  across  the 
road. 

The  situation  of  this  vehicle  was  first  beheld  by  the  pioneer 
of  the  party,  an  able-bodied,  fine-looking  fellow,  name^  John, 
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or  John  Sylvester^  as  he  preferred  to  be  called,  after  a  former 
owner  \yy  whom  he  had  been  reared.  John  was  a  calm,  and 
rather  thoughtful  fellow,  of  quick  comprehension,  keen  sight, 
and  good  judgment.  He  stopped  immediatelj,  looked  earnest! j 
about  him,  and,  after  surveying,  for  a  few  moments,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  caniage,  he  turned  quietly  back  to  tlie  wagon  and 
his  companions. 

"Look  yer,  Toby" — speaking  to  Tobias,  the  wagoner — 
"  dem  boss  of  missis  nebber  tu'n  dat  caiTiage  'cross  de  road,  as 
yo«  see  'em.     He  hab  somebody  for  tu'n  'em  so,  for  sure." 

"  Ki !"  quoth  Tobias,  looking  out  and  drawing  up  his  team,  as 
he  gazed.  "  wha'  dat  1  He  choke  up  de  road  for  sure.  Saiiiiii 
John,  de  boss  nebber  tu*n  'em  so  hese'f  [heself]  !'* 

"  Nebber !"  continued  John ;  "  and  you  see  nudder  t'ing,  Tobj 
— de  boss  tek'  out  and  gone  I     He  nebber  tck'  out  hese'f." 

"Da's  true!     Wha' dis!" 

vNow,  Toby,  you  hab  eye!  Look  to  de  little  wood  ob 
scrubby  oak ;  you  see  ]  You  see  boss  hitch,  and  der's  a  coal 
black  boss  hitch  wid  udder  boss  in  dat  scrubby  oak  ?" 

"  I  see !     Coal  black  boss  dey,  for  true,  John." 

'*  Missis  ain't  got  no  coal  black  boss,  Toby." 

•*  Nebber." 

"Toby,  I'm  jubous,  der's  somet'ing  wrong  in  dis  bis'ness. 
•Boy,  you  'member  dat  d  n  poor  buckrah,  Bossich  1  He  hab 
big,  rawbone,  coal  black  boss,  same  time  he  catch  we,  and  carr^ 
we  to  town." 

"  You  sure  he  been  Bossick  was  catch  we,  John  ?" 

"  Enty  I  know !     He  big  beard  like  goat,  and  head  o'  hair 

like  wolf,  nebber  been  blin*  me  so  I  can't  tell  the  d n  blear 

eye  son  ob'  a  skunk.  I  smell  'em  out,  same  as  pole-cat  in  my 
nose.  I  toil  you,  Toby,  Bossiqk  was  the  same. poor  buckrab 
been  nab  we.  He  de  same  one  was  ride  de  rawbone  black.  He 
can't  fool  dis  nigger.  I'm  jubous  dat  is  Bossick  boss  you  see 
dey  hi  de  sci*ubby  oak.  I'm  jubous  Bossick  is  yer  in  dese  porta. 
I  t'ink  1  feel  de  smell  of  de  pole-cat  in  my  nose  jes'  now.  Dat 
carriage  aint  cross  de  road  for  nuttin*  [nothiugj." 

"Well — wha'  for  do  1"  demanded  Toby,  in  considerable  ex- 
citement. ' 

"Da's  de  t'ing; — but  I  tell  you  Toby,  John  Sylvester  neb- 
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ber  gnine  le'  Joe  Bossick  put  he  dirty,  poor  buckrah  p«w»'pon 
him  ghouWer  agen !  I  nehber  guine  back  to  dat  d — n  salt- 
water hole  in  de  wharf,  ef  I  kin  help  it.  You  mus'  do  wha*  you 
kill !  Ton  can't  lef  de  hosses — dat  you  know.  But,  dk  nig- 
ger will  hide  hese'f  in  de  wood,  and  be  ready  for  a  run ;  and 
you  better  gi*  all  dese  niggers  a  chance.  Better  we  bury  weso'f 
up  to  de  neck  in  de  swamp,  where  we  knows  de  varminti,  dan 
le*  'em  carr}*  wo  off  to  de  British  hulk,  Vm  a  finking." 
"  You  right !     But  wha'  me  for  do  V 

"  Ton  stick  to  de  wagon.  You  will  hab  for  dribe,  you  know. 
But  Pomp  kin  skip  out  wid  me ;  and  Dembo  dere ;  and  any  ob 
de  fellows  wha'  chooses,  kin  mek'  track  [run]  same  as  yon  see 
me  mek'  'em." 

"  But  you  aint  guine  run  'fore  you  see  wha's  a-comipg  1" 
"  No !  But  I  guine  to  stan'  ready  for  wha's  a-coming,  boy. 
You  see  dat  close  fick  [thick  or  thicket]  'pon  de  lef '  ob  de  road  ? 
I'm  jubous  der's  some  d— d  varmint,  like  a  poor  buckrah,  da's 
a-lyin'  close  'pon  de  lookout  in  dat  same  t'ick.  You  dribe  slow; 
I  watxih  'em.  Da's  all.  You  yer  [hear],  boys  t  Jes'  wha'  you 
see  me  do,  ef  you  hab  sense,  you  guine  do  de  same  as  me.  De 
lame  nigger  wha*  can't  run,  le'  '^m  lie  close  and  kick  !  Ef  Bos- 
sick  nebber  see  nigger  legs  'fore  to-day,  I  'spec  ho  will  hab 
sight  dis  time  !     Yer !" 

Thus  warned  and  counselled,  the  negroes  were  all  on  the 
lookout.  John  Sylvester,  for  his  own  part,  took  care  to  suffer 
the  wagon  to  keep  between  himself  and  the  suspicious  wood  he 
had  pointed  out.  Pomp,  the  violinist,  slipped  out  of  the  wagon, 
still  keeping  his  fiddle  in  hand,  and  followed  in  the  steps  of 
John.  The  other  negroes',  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  seemed 
rather  stupefied  and  nnflel^l'llJlUBil,  ai  the  Borion  that 'they  were 
~  in  some  peril  Of  a  ittupu  to  Qftptivityr--'i'h^y  ciowded  togethei^ 
'^..  the  tail  of  the  wagon,  as  a  Hoz?R  ot^  sheep  threatened (^  all 
sides.  Tobias  drove  slowly,  keeping  up  fl  BoMloqUy,  in  under-" 
tones;  which  betrayed  his  fear  to  his  mules  if  to  no  other  audi- 
tors. In  this  way,  the  party  had  advanced  about  a  couple  of 
hundred  yards,  when  a  shrill  whistle  was  heai-d  from  the  thicket 
to  which  John  had  pointed.  Tobias  drew  up  at  the  same  in- 
stant. 

"You  ye'r  [hear]  John  Sylbester?"  quoth  Tobias. 
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"  I  ye'r,  Toby  !  You  dribe  on  !  Don't  you  stop !  Ef  you 
see  anything  like  trouble,  gee  de  mule  de  wliip,  and  push.  "We 
only  seben  mile  from  home,  I  t'ink." 

"  Wha*  dat  V  cried  Tobias.    '*  I  see  bucki-ah.  for  true." 

"Indet'ickr 

"He  da  peep!" 

"  Ha !  de  d— d  snake  in  de  grass !"  was  the  brief  comnien- 
fAry  of  John,  as,  squatting,  he  peered  beneath  the  wheels  of  the 
wagon.  The  mules  were  again  in  motion.  Hardly  had  they 
advanced  ten  paces,  when  there  was  a  rush  from  the  thicket.  A 
couple  of  fierce* looking  brigands,  black  with  hair,  and  beard,  and 
smut  appeared  a  little  in  front  of  the  mules,  each  carrying  a  rifle 
in  his  grasp.  At  that  moment,  John  Sylvester  disi^peared  in 
the  opposite  woods ;  Pomp,  still  caiTying  his  fiddle,  close  in  bis 
wake.  They  had  barely  gained  the  cover,  when  three  other 
bandits  made  their  demonstration  close  beside  the  wagon. 

"  Stop,  there,  you  d d  black  Belzebub !"  was  the  cry  of 

one  of  them  to  the  wagoner,  who  now  began  to  whip  up  his 
weary  and  sluggish  mules.  The  negioes,  recovering  their  ccm- 
sciousness  and  energies,  proceeded  to  scatter  in  various  direc- 
tions; but  in  a  state  of  confusion,  which  left  them  donbtiail 
which  way  to  go.  The  mules  were  forcibly  arrested,  and  taken 
out  of  the  wagon.  Tobias  was  tumbled  from  his  perch,  still 
grasping  the  lines. 

"  Hello !  mussa !  wha*  dis  V*  demanded  the  poor  fellow. 

A  rude  blow  of  the  fist,  dexterously  planted  in  his  jaws,  muz- 
zled him  completely  ;  and  while  one  of  the  party  roped  him,  the 
others  scattered  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  negroes.  A  tenible 
summons,  followed  by  a  pistol-shot,  fired  over  their  heads, 
brought  three  qr  four  of  them  to  a  dead  halt.  In  fear  and  trem- 
bling they  suffered  themselves  to  be  caught  and  corded  by  a 
single  pursuer.  With  these,  Tobias,  and  a  lame  fellow  in  tlw 
wagon,  the  brigands  found  themselves  in  possession  of  six  of  the 
the  fugitives.  There  were  still  eight  to  be  taken,  and,  leaCving 
one  of  their  number  in  charge  of  the  captives,  two  of  the  four 
dashed  into  the  opposite  woods  whither  most  of  the  negroes  had 
been  seen  to  fly ;  while  the  remaining  two  hun-ied  back  to  tlich 
horses,  in  order  the  better  to  resume  the  chase. 
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CHAPTER   XIII. 

"TOO   QUICK   ON  TRIGGRR." 

It  will  be  remembered,  at  the  close  of  the  scene  thai  wit- 
nesbed  the  extrication  of  young  Arthur  from  his  bonds,  and  the 
recoveiy  of  Fordhnm,  the  overseer,  that  these  two  had  advanced 
to  the  place  where  the  assault  had  been  made  upon  the  carriage; 
and  that,^  when  the  foi-mer  was  about  to  emerge  eagerly  from 
cover,  he  was  arrested  suddenly  by  his  companion,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  discovery  which  had  been  made  by  the  latter. 
The  discovery  was  that  of  the  horses  of  the  party,  which,  as 
we  have  seen,  were  all  fastened  to  swinging  limbs  of  trees,  in 
the  cover  of  a  little  clump  of  scrubby  oaks.  The  quick,  saga- 
cious experience  of  Fordham,  at  once  showed  him  the  advantages 
which  were  promised  by  this  discovery.  • 

•'Stop,  Mr.  Arthur; — we  must  think  a  little.** 

"  What  do  you  see,  Mr.  Fordham  ?" 

•'  I'he  horses !     Our  hoi-ses,  and  those  of  the  inimy." 

"Where?" 

"Yonder; — in  them  scrubby  oaks," 

"We  have  them  !"  cried  the  youth  eagerly,  seeing  the  uses 
of  the  discovery  at  a  glance. 

"  Perhaps !"  replied  the  other.  "  The  first  thing  is  to  know  if 
any  one  watches  the  horses.  We  must  sec  to  that.  We  must 
fetch  a  compass  thi'ough  the  woods,  and  come  in  on  the  back  of 
them.  I  must  give  you  a  lesson  in  woodcraft.  We  are  to  see 
without  being  seen.  If  they  see  w.?,  we  lose  all  that  we  have 
gained.  A  rifle  shot  from  behind  a  log  may  tumble  both  of  us, 
and  these  rascals  won't  stop  at  a  shot,  if  they  see  us  making  at 
them  with  we'pons  in  our  hands.  Let  us  round  this  thick,  and 
git  ncrosB  the  road  above." 

Tlie  caution  necessary,  i-endered  the  operation  a  tedious  one ; 
but  it  was  managed  with  perfect  success  by  the  practised  woods- 
man;   Arthur  Eveleigh  following  promptly  in  his  ti*ack,  and 
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rmulating  liis  circtmiRpection.  They  wound  their  wny  nnder 
cover  to  the  horses,  and  found  them  withont  any  gnauj — th« 
bandi^needed  all  their  forces  for  the  pursuit  of  the  negroes.  In 
silence,  and  with  great  deliberation,  Fordham  proceeded  to  strip 
the  horses  of  their  saddles,  which  he  concealed  in  the  thicket 
To  remove  the  bridles  was  the  next  operation. 

"  What's  the  use  of  this,  Fordham  V  was  the  whispered  query 
of  his  young  companion. 

**  To  gain  time — to  make  the  horses  as  QselesB  to  the  inimy 
AS  possible.  But  we  will  leave  two  of  the  nags  saddled,  and  if 
you  will  lead  these  quietly,  through  the  wood  ahead,  and  get 
tliem  across  the  creek,  where  we  oan  find  them  at  &  moment, 
tl»ey  will  help  you  and  your  mother  to  git  oa.  These  rogues 
are  all  below  us,  I  reckon,  and  looking  out  fw  the  wagon.  lt*8 
cl'ar  tliey'rc  aiming  at  a  great  plunder.  They*U  gut  the  wagon 
if  we  le*  'em." 

'*  But,  couldn't  we  mount,  and  ride  the  rascals  down  V*  dema^id- 
ed  tlie  youth. 

*'  And  draw  a  rifle-shot  from  every  bush  as  we  passi  No! 
no !  Mr.  Arthur,  that  would  be  to  spile  the  whole  businesB. 
We've  got  a  feetle  the  advantage  now,  and  I'm  for  keeping 
it.  I'd  much  rether  cut  the  throats  of  all  the  horses  than  mount 
them,  nowt  when  these  scamps  are  scattered  through  the  wood. 
But  let  us  stir  ourselves.  Will  you  take  the  two  horses  down  to 
the  ci*cok,  while  I  keep  watch  1" 

•*  Yes ;  but  what  will  you  do  with  the  rest  ?" 

**  Turn  'em  loose,  and  let  'em  pick  about  the  woods.  They'll 
be  so  much  harder  to  be  caught." 

••  But  why  not  take  tliem  all  over  the  creek  1" 

"  I'm  afitud ;  lest  we  should  be  caught,  and  be  attacket  ona- 
wares.  It's  better  so,  as  I  tell  you.  Ef  you  don't  like  the  job, 
Mr.  Arthur,  say  so,  and  I'll  do  it  while  you  keep  watdi  here; 
thoitgh  I'm  rather  the  better  band,  I'm  a*thinking,  to  do  the 
watching  part  of  the  buuness." 

"No,  Fordham;  I'll  do  it." 

**  Hurry  then.  Master  Artlmr,  and  be  back  as  soon  as  possible. 
With  our  three  rifles,  we  can  make  these  rascals  feel  very  sore 
takiug  them  oiiexpectedly  out  of  these  bushes.  1 11  not  t'lm  the 
other  horses  loose  till  you  git  hack." 
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The  yo«^  had  but  three  hnndi-ed  jards  or  «o  to  go,  and  he 
executed  his  dnty  with  sufficient  celerity,  and  with  success.  He 
crept  l>a<^,  and  into  cover,  alongside  of  Fordham,  with  all  the 
Atealth  of  an  experienced  woodman.  He  was  on  his  best  per- 
fonnanee,  and  taking  his  first  lesaon  in  war ;  and  proud  and  soli- 
citous accordingly. 

"  And  now  that  we  are  ready  for  the  rascals,  lil  jest  slip  the 
bridles  and  let  the  horses  free.  Do  you  lie  close,  keep  behind 
that  log,  and  see  that  you  havn't  spilt  your  priming." 

A  few  moments  sufficed  to  let  the  horses  loose,  and  then 
Fordham  crept  to  a  thick  clump  of  bushes,  some  ten  yards  from 
the  spot  occupied  by  Arthur,  and  kid  himself  at  length  behind 
it.  The  horses,  for  a  while,  as  if  unconscious  of  their  enlarge- 
ment, stood  with  heads  down  in  the  same  place.  Soon,  however, 
they  began  to  turn,  now  to  one  side  and  now  to  the  other; — 
anon  they  thrust  their  noses  to  the  earth,  and  nibbled  at  the 
meagre  grasses ;  gradually,  they  began  to  wander,  and,  after  a 
short  interval,  to  scatter  themselves  about  the  wood.  Mean- 
while, the  wagon  appeared  in  sight,  and  our  party,  lying  perdu, 
beheld  the  rush  upon  it  from  the  wood,  and  saw  the  result,  as 
we  have  thus  far  described  it. 

Their  turn  was  about  to  come. 
I  coimt  the  whole  ^re,  Mr.  Fordham,"  murmured  Arthur 
crawling  nigh  to  his  companion. 

"  Yes ;  and  they've  work  to  do  before  they  catch  Jack  Sylves- 
ter. He's  off.  It's  him,  I  know,  that  walked  this  side  of  the 
wagon ;  and  Gfliptain  Porgy's  Pomp  was  jest  behind  him  with 
his  fiddle.  With  two  horses  only,  the  rascals  will  never  catch 
them  a;ll  in  this  world." 

"  They've  gone  after  them." 

**  Three  of  them,  I  think.  No ;  only  the  two  mounted  men. 
I  still  see  three,  near  the  niggers  they've  caught.  They're  ty- 
ing them.  Well — that's  strange!  I  wonder  what  they  can 
mean  ?  They  surely  don't  intend  to  steal  'em  ag'm,  now  the 
British  have  gone." 

And  Fordham  raised  himself  uneasily,  as  if  disposed  to  take 
tl.<^  fi«ld. 

**  lie  close,  Mr.  Fordham— *  they  re  coming  this  way. 

**  Sore  jenongh  :   two  of  them  I      They're  coming  after  the 
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horses,  1  reckon.  Well,  with  two  off,  i"  c^^^^e  of  the  runaway* 
one  minding  the  wagon,  and  only  two  to  manage  at  a  time,  I 
tliink,  Mr,  Aitliur,  we  ought  to  manage  *em.  If  we  can  pick 
off  these  two  skunks,  it  '11  take  more  courage  than  I  give  the 
other  chaps  credit  for,  to  bring  'em  down  to  attack  us  in  our  am- 
bush. Now,  don't  be  too  eager,  Mr.  Arthur — keep  down  your 
heart.  Shot  your  lips  close,  and  spread  out  quiet  on  your  left 
side.  Don*t  you  cock  your  we'pon  'till  you're  ready  to  let  drive. 
There's  always  time  enough  for  that.  Perhaps  you'd  better  wait 
'till  I  give  tongue  with  my  rifle,  and  then  yours  can  follow  at 
the  chap  that  you  see  still  standing." 

♦*  Let  mc  shoot  first,  Mr.  Fordham,  if  you  please  ?"  munnured 
the  youth  eagerly. 

"Well!  But  I'm  afraid  you'U  be  too  (wasteady 5 — you  talk 
like  it." 

"  No  !  no  !"  answered  the  other,  "  you'll  see." 

"  Well !  well !"  replied  the  overseer,  good  naturedly — "youtag 
fellows  must  begin  sometime  or  other !  Only,*  Mr.  Arthur,  don't 
waste  the  bullet  when  you  show  where  you  take  your  rest 
Don't  let  your  heart  thump  so  as  to  knock  your  eye  out  of  the 
range.     See  to  that." 

"  I  will !"  in  a  subdued,  yet  agitated  voice. 

No  more  was  said  between  the  parties ;  the  approach  of  *'lie 
two  brigands  requiring  their  utmost  silence  and  attention.  On  a 
sudden  they  were  seen  to  halt.  They  had  discovered  that  the 
horaos  had  escaped  from  their  place  of  fastening.  One  of  them 
pointed  to  a  couple  of  the  animals  which  had  wandered  some  fifty 
yards  fi-om  the  cover,  and  were  now  feeding  up  through  an  open 
pine  ridge.  They  both  turned  aside  in  this  direction.  At  this 
moment  they  were  within  long  rifle  range  of  the  ambush.  The 
course  they  now  pursued  was  calculated  to  take  tliem  entirely 
beyond  it.  Arthur  Eveleigh  saw  this,  and,  in  his  eagerness,  his 
unwillingness  that  they  should  escape  him,  and  perhaps  irom  a 
miscalculation  of  the  distance,  he  pulled  trigger  upon  them, 

"Too  far — too  far!"  muttered  Fordham — "I  was  afear'l 
he'd  be  too  quick  on  trigger." 

"  He's  got  it,"  cried  the  youth,  almost  too  loudly  for  pruden  ">u 

"Only  a  taste — a  flesh-wound,  Mr.  Arthur,"  said  Fordham, 
irho  could  better  appreciate  the  effects  produced  hy  the  shot 
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Tliie  miui  aimed  at  was  certainly  hit.  He  was  seen  to  Bj^m 
found  for  a  moment  like  a  top,  while  his  right  hand  caught  con- 
▼nlBitely  the  left  arm.jnst  below  the  shoulders. 

*' A  little  more  to  the  left,  Mr.  Arthur,  and  the  btdlet  would 
have  bored  him  through  the  heart.  Now  it's  only  grazed  tlie 
arm.  He's  got  a  taste,  however,  that'll  operate  mightily  like  a 
scare.  They'll  fight  shy  of  us  now,  and  we  must  watch  that 
they  don't  fetch  a  compass  rojond  us.    Lie  dose  and  reload." 

Meanwhile  the  companioa^of  the  wounded  man  hurried  to  his 
assistance,  and  they  both  retired  in  the  direction  of  the  wagon. 
Here  they  wore  seen  to  tear  off  the  coat  of  the  sufferer,  to 
examine  and  to  bandage  up  the  wound.  The  fellow  laid  him- 
self down,  leaning  with  his  head  against  a  tree.  The  dresnng 
was  soon  performed,  and  Arthur  Eveleigh  was  mortified  im- 
mensely to  discover,  what  was  sufficiently  apparent,  tliat  the 
hurt,  as  Fordham  had  said,  was  to  the  fle^  only.  Not  a  bone 
was  biroken  and  the  blood  was  quickly  stanched.  The  wounded 
man  was  seen  to  lift  his  aim  without  assistance,  and,  after  a  few 
moments  of  repose,  he  got  up  and  joined  his  comrades  "v^ho  had 
now  retired  to  the  woods,  as  if  for  consultation* 
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Tbb  whole  aspect  of  the  affair  had  now  undergone  a  serious 
change  in  the  eyes  of  the  outlaws.  We  must  enter  into  their 
councils  for  a  moment.  Close  by  the  side  of  the  road,  but  con- 
cealed amid  the  shnibbery  which  skirted  it,  three  of  the  party 
had  assembled,  including  the  person  who  had  been  left  in  charge 
.  of  the  captured  negroes.  These,  as  they  had  all  by  this  time 
been  well  secured  with  ropes,  and  were  now  grouped  together 
at  t1;^e  side  of  the  wagon,  needed  perhaps  no  close  fnerveitiance. 
Still,  the  party  at  the  roadride,  but  a  few  paces  distant,  were 
feady,  should  there  be  any  movement  among  the  slaves.  But 
they  lay  qoidt   crouching  close  to  the  enrtb,  and  entirely  tiiib- 
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lifted  by  eheir  teiroiiB.  The  two  absent  outlaws  wei^  <tiU  in 
pttrsuit  of  the  Aigitive  negroes  in  the  woods  opposite.  The 
three  whom  we  now  find  in  conncii  conBidted  of  Bostwiek,  tb^ 
fiquatter,  RAlph  Bnrke,  atid  Dick  Norris — distinct  persons  all, 
certainly,  bnt  with  stich  a  family  likeness  among  them,  thfe 
result  of  greM  beards,  mammoth  wigs  and  whiskers,  all  of 
glossy  black,  and  similar  habits,  that  they  could  really  only  dis- 
tinguish each  other  by  their  voices.  Bostwick,  as  was  proper, 
was  the  person  to  open  the  conference  upon  the  state  of  their 
affairs. 

•*  Well,  boys,  here's  a  trouble.  These  chaps  have  got  loose, 
and  how,  is  the  puzzle." 

"No  puzzle,  I  reckon,"  answered  Biirke.  "They've  been 
ontied  by  that  wench  that  you  let  slip  out  of  the  carriage. 
That's  the  how." 

"  I  reckon  it  must  be  so,"  answei'ed  Bostwick. 

"  And  how  you  come  to  let  her  slip,  is  a  matter  I  can't  see. 
You  would  take  the  carriage  to  yourself,  and  shiat  your  eyes  to 
hafe  [half]  the  busmess." 

"  Yes ;  whar'  was  your  eyes,  Bostwick  ?"  quoth  Norris. 

"  In  the  widow's  pockets,  I  reckon,"  muttered  Burke,  vrith  t 
shrewd  approach  to  the  truth. 

"  I  mis8*d  it  sai-tain,  somehow,"  replied  Bostwick,  composedly; 
••  but  that's  not  the  matter  now.  It's  now  to  see  how  we  hev  to 
mend  the  slip.  It*s  sartin  sure  that  Fordham  and  the  young 
man  are  loose,  and  it  don't  matter  by  whose  hands.  I  suppose 
the  widow's  loose  too  ]" 

**  There  was  only  one  shot,  Bostwick,"  quoth  Norris. 

"Well,  what  of  that?" 

"  Well,  that  would  ^liow  there  was  only  one  man.  Now,  H^ 
not  80  cl'ar  to  mo.  that  FoMliam's  loose.  He  had  quite  too  bard 
a  hit  o'  the  hea<l  to  git  the  use  of  his  eyes  and  fingers  so  mightj 
quick,  ay,  or  his  senses  either.  Now,  if  it  should  be  only  the 
young  un." 

"  Hardly.     He's  not  got  the  sense  for  it  yet,  though  he's 

Spunky,  I  know — I  know  him  of  oW.     I've  seen  and  talked 

with  bim  years  ago,  when  he  wasn't  knee-higb.    Ef  'twas  only 

'iAta,  we  could  'sodn  sarcumvent  him.    But  it's  not  so  easy  wotk 

Fordbam,  who  is  a  sort  ^f  man-fox,  I  tell  you;  as  con* 
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niiig  as  11  jBwpent,  and  nvHtk  a  migbty  bard  head  «iDd  fist  in  a 
figl.t." 

'*  Tkeice  was  but  &nfi^  sbot !"  qvolb  Noiris,  i^otinaciouslj. 

"Yes,  and  Fordbam  wasn't  tbe man  tosboot-6&a^  I'm  tbink- 
iuf^/'  said  Buricc.  £f  be's  tlie  man  you  say,  be'd  ha'  bdd  back. 
9«til  h&  could  lia'  mode  a  better  mark  witb  the  bnUet.  It's  th<^ 
boy,  X  tdl  yon." 

'*  But  suppose  tbe  man's  along  with  him  }" 

"  Would  Fordbam  ba'  let  the  chap  sboqt  a  minnit  before  tlm 
time?" 

"  I  reckon  be  couldn't  help  it.  The  boy  was  always  mighty 
hard-headed.  But  whether  there's  oae  or  tvo,.boys>  there's  only 
<me  way  b^oro  vs^  and  tbat*s  to  find  out,  and  take  the  back 
track  upofi  'em.  fio,  up  with  you,  Bafe  Bujfce ;  we're  the  nrau 
{oir  this  bumness !  We'U  leave  you,  Nonris,  to  keep  an  eye  on 
liic  road  and  the  negroes — seeing  as  how  you're  a  wounded 
man ;  you're  an  oncombatant,  as  they  say,  and  kin  only  dp  hos- 
pital sarvice." 

**  Psho !  I  kin  do  as  mndi  as  ever.  This  here  is  only  a 
Hdiitfili,  and  a  mighty  leetle  one  at  that." 

"  It  come  mighty  nigh  to  making  your  cross,  old  fellow.  The 
SAinc  bullet,  only  a  leetic  to  the  left,  would  have  worked  out  a 
Imitonbole  hi  your  ribs  that  no  plaster  could  have  shet  up 
again.  But,  whether  you  kin  do  mucli  or  leetle,  aint  a  mat- 
ter now.  You  kui  use  your  rifle  at  a  push,  and  that^s  enough. 
Keep  your  eye  on  the  niggers,  and  if  Jeff  Brydges  and  Tony 
IJincs  come  in  afore  wo  git  back,  keep  'em  in  till  you  bear  the 
whistle  three  times — three  short  whistles  and  a  long  one.  You 
know  what  that  nmans  ]  Then  bring  all  hands  to  bear.  We'll 
want  yon." 

*•  What's  your  first  aim  now,  Bostwick !" 

**  To  git  on  the  back  of  these  fellows,  and  see  after  the  widow. 
Kf  ^we  kin  git  bold  of  her  agin,  supposing  they've  cut  her  loose 
and  hid  her,  we  sh'U  be  mighty  nigh  to  making  what  tarms  we 
please  witli  her  sou  and  Fordbam." 

Such  was  the  i*uffianly  policy  of  the  parties.  Bostwick  and 
Kalph  Burke  now  disappeared,  pushing  deeply  into  the  woods, 
and  carefully  giving  a  wide  berth  to  the  precinct  still  occupied 
by  XioLA  carriage,  where  they  now  knew  die  ^o  honest  men  to 
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be  ill  ambuBb.  Meanwhile,  what  of  these  companions,  the  oTC^r- 
seer  and  young  Arthnr  ? 

We  must  not  suppose  that  Fordham  was  so  inexperienced  a 
woodman  as  to  continue  in  occupation  of  the  spot  which  tliey 
liad  distinguislied  by  the  discharge  of  firearms.  He  knew  bet' 
ter  the  necessity,  so  admirably  practised  among  all  the  partisans 
of  this  region,  of  changing  the  ground  the  moment  they  had 
stinick  a  blow,  or  in  any  way  given  reason  to  an  enemy  to  think 
tliat  they  occupied  it.  Scarcely  had  Norris  and  Bostwick  re- 
treated from  before  young  Aithur's  fire,  tlian  the  overseer  said 
to  his  inexpenenced  companion  — 

"  Now,  Mister  Arthur,  this  is  jest  no  place  for  us !  We  must 
creep  out  and  off,  and  shift  quarters.  Don't  you  me,  for  you 
don't  know  what  spies  may  be  looking  out  in  this  direction  now. 
Take  your  rifle  in  your  right  hand,  and  crawl,  as  well  as  yoa 
kin,  sideways,  teli  you  git  to  the  end  of  that  log,  then  twist 
round,  and  crawl  fora'd,  in  a  straight  track  for  the  crossing  at 
the  creek." 

"  What's  to  be  done  now,  Mr.  Fordham  V* 

*'  Jest  now,  nothing,  but  what  I  tell  you  1  To  creep  out  of 
quarters  in  front  of  which  you've  cried  al<md  from  the  mouth  of 
a  rifle,  '  here  your  inimies  camp.'  You  ain't  to  think  that  five 
rapscallions  like  these,  aiming  at  plunder,  will  give  up  the  s'ardi 
when  they  know  there's  only  two  against  'em.  They'll  be  upon 
us  ag'in,  and  it's  my  notion  now  to  take  up  a  position  jest  whore 
they  mightn't  look  to  find  us." 

"Shall  we  not  push  down  to  the  swamp  where  mother's 
gone  1" 

"No,  no,  Mr.  Arthur!  —there's  some  birds  about  your  own 
fields  that  could  teach  you  better  than  that.  They  takes  care, 
when  you're .  birding,  to  fly  jest  the  fai*thest  from  where  they 
hides  their  family  ;  and  they  take  pretty  good  care,  by  crying, 
and  chirruping^  and  screaming,  and  dipping  about  all  tile  tipie, 
to  make  you  believe  jest  the  contraiy.  Leave  your  mother  to 
herself.  I  reckon  they'll  never  do  her  any  mischief,  more  than 
robbing  her  of  all  she  has  about  her.  But  we  hain't  got  die 
protection  of  a  petticoat,  and  we  mustn't  risk  any  tiling  hy  hav* 
iiig  a  petticoat  in  onr  way.  Do  you  jest  follow  now,  as  I  show 
vou«  never  ridng  n{>  once  higher  than  you  d«  now,  tell  I  give 
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the  word.  One  never  knows  when  he's  quite  safe  in  sich  an 
expeditiot.  as  this ;  and  the  only  chance  Is  in  jest  playing  the 
econt,  as  ef  yon  had  a  wo!f  on  one  quarter,  and  a  yellow  painter 
[panther]  on  t'other.  Pull  np  now— it's  slow  and  tiresome 
walking,  this,  on  all  fours,  or  belly  to  the  ground  like  a  snake ; 
but- it's  more  sm-e  than  any  other,  and  won't  last  very  long." 

Ford  ham  led  the  way  with  a  will,  crawling  forward  with  a 
degree  of  ease  and  rapidity  which  was  quite  surprising  to  young 
Arthur,  whose  practice  had  never  been  in  this  soil;  of  woodcraft. 
He  was  fbr  over  arrested  by  boughs  of.  trees,  fragments  of  the 
storm ;  by  hdes  and  hillocks ;  by  vines  and  roots,  that,  bulging 
out  upon  the  6urfkce,  and  concealed  by  dried  leaves,  caught  foot 
or  hand,  or  rifle,  ahemately,  and  to  his  perpetual  annoyance. 
He  was,  a  dozen  times,  on  the  point  of  sprin^ng  to  his  feet,  and 
bravhig  eveiy  danger,  but  that  he  was  partly  subdued  by  the 
reflection  that  his  recent  precipitation  had  already  brought 
about  mischievous  results.  Besides,  he  was  watched  by  Ford- 
ham,  wIm)  ever  and  anon  put  in  his  exhortation  judiciously,  to 
"  take  it  coolly,*'  "  don't  be  in  a  huiTy,  Master  Arthur,**  "  only 
a  hetle  bit  longer,"  and  *•  it  will  soon  be  over."  When  the  pa- 
tience of  the  youth  was  almost  exhausted,  Foi'dham  uttered  the 
gratefdl  woi^s  of  relief. 

"Now,  Master  Arthur,  we  can  hft  om-selves.  We're  in  a 
pretty  close  thick,  you  see  of  gall  and  •  hunah-bushes,'  where  it 
would  puzzle  the  pK>phet  Daniel  to  look  us  out.  Here,  do  yon 
lie  quiet  fbr  a  bit,  tell  I  take  a  view  of  the  field  of  battle.  I'll 
not  be  long ;  and  you  shall  hear  me  hoot,  Kke  an  owl,  when  I'm 
coming  back." 

He  disappeared  almost  with  the  words,  affording  young  Ar- 
thur, who  was  buried  on  every  side  in  the  thicket,  no  oppor- 
tanity  for  n  single  word.  The  place  in  which  the  latter  found 
himself  was  a  sort  of  wolf-castle,  as,  in  the  southern  countr}', 
snch  places  are  apt  to  be  called.  The  wild,  matted,  tangled, 
tough,  and  aHogether  indescribable  shrub,  which  the  woodman 
deacribed  as  the  "hrarah-bush,"  and  for  which  we  have  no  bet- 
ter name,  constitutes,  in  poor  soil,  and  on  the  edges  of  swamps 
and  drowned  lands,  oncf  of  the  most  formidable  and  impenetrable 
of  forest-walls ;  while  the  gall-bushes,  which  are  npt  to  associate 
with  it,  mass  themselves  together  with  a  luxuriance  ^  ^p  which 
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^Cectunlly  doses  every  aperture  of  sigiit  Benea^  theiii  the 
W«ur  nod  wolf,  of  the  wilder  regions,  or  the  hog  and  wild-cat  in 
lk«  more  ciTilised,  find  their  way,  making  the  only  aTonnes  o^ 
«|nmBa  and  entrance ;  and  these  of  a  sort  to  reqmre  the  hunter 
«^  Iheai  to  «rouch  almost  to  their  fo^-footed  levels,  with  hi9  feet 
Half  the  lime  buried  from  sight  in  mud-puddles,  while  his  handa 
labor  incowantly  in  poshing  the  thick  masses  of  shrubbery  from 
kis  eT«a. 

Fmt  Artkur  grew  mouitrous  impatient  in  this  gloomy  abode. 
lb>MtMiail»ly,  the  season  had  been  dry,  and  he  had  no  ineonveni- 
»ic<ig  t«  endure  beyond  those  of  restraint  But,  to  a  youth  of 
k>5;  «M(|rMr  and  itisUeBs  temperament,  this  restraint  was  the  worst 
^<^vib^  His  bortaon  was  within  reach  of  his  grasp.  The  great 
iTMss  abex^  skat  out  the  heavens.  The  wall  of  sknibbery  id>out 
kNa  M^  kim  no  otker  ol^Jects  of  survey  but  the  one  mooetonooa 
^8Aai»eiftfi  of  dull*  gn^u  waste ;  and  it  was  only  by  squatting  and 
(W>»ckung  afauost  to  tke  eaitk,  th«t  he  could  pierce  to  the  dis- 
tMme  «f  a  few  yaids  along  the  dariL  and  sinuous  beast-patks  that 
UMn  K4ow^ikip  kigkwi^«  of  deer,  and  boar,  of  fox,  and  'coon, 

1^  fr>idka«i  w^  not  long  abaenC  Soon  the  firaat  booting 
<4  tW  owl  wa^  k^^aid^  and  suddenly  the  yovtk  diseovesed  the 
^vMvx'vM'  wiiKiu  a  few  pacos  of  kim»  winding  along  beneath  the 
W4H>>i  kW  a  bkck  anake,  eeemini^y  witkout  umcjob,  and  ear- 
laMx-  m^ktwi  vwUaoi.  Tke  stealthiaeas  of  kis  approach  caused 
i)ti^  >viwn|r  vtvMi  t<o  «tan.  His  enoaMe^.  appioac^iag  witk  auck 
fiiK^in\  m^^«lld  kav*^  ikuUv  aurpiiaed  kin«  He  leaned  a  new 
k^vMvn  of  Wivwk^rt^iib)  bi«  knmili^  ittcnaaed  witk  kis  cauftaon, 
n^  <  V  $:<^^'it^  coux'Ktioii  that  be  kad  a  great  deal  j^Ttolew: 

A  tact  wb«^  feat  ^-aung  p<^i«^>u«  ar»  TierT  uu^priSii^"g"kelieveJ 
nit^  «<M^v  i^ii«<yvN'^  fer  tbemaelx^sa,  naleas  with  tke  penalty  of 

'^  TV.>  V  t^^x-olK^.  I  *W  kuok''  ^uo<k  Fordkwm,  wilk  evideat 
anvM>\  ''  1  Vi>  V»  ma  i<lKs  1  <!«uM  lak^  n^  BAfte  «aak ; — bat 
wkar'  9  llvittSi  lk«  ^itt^Mron  I  Tk<y  anafet  no  a^gvu.  TWy'aa 
f>^y  )f«^,  all  v>f  \h<m,  MtA  at^  uow  %-iiid«ng  abwa  in  tke  woods, 
%iikoii4  t4itivtvi|t  n^^  a  k^f.  \W  nball  kax>^  tv^  fjit  <teer  into  tke 
nwnnip,  MaM^i'  AHhMv.  atld  |MM  ihnvm^"  |^>od-«Med  fiond  cm  tke 
ba«4  <^  fHH  aa  (hat^  44  <ko^v  iU4  uik  ib<^\  'tt  kav«  to  take  «a  in 
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fmnt.  Then  w^  kin  manage ;  onlj,  you  mmt  let  ine  tell  yon 
when  to  shoot.  Ef  we  throw  away  another  shot,  it's  next  to 
throwing  a  iscalp  along  with  it,  and  I'd  rather  not  part  with 
mine;  and  111  die  hard,  Arthur,  hefore  I  see  them  finger 
yoin-'n." 

The  youth  caught  the  hand  of  the  oveii^eer,  and  pressed  it 
■wannly,  hnt  without  speaking. 

"  We  must  hack  out  of  these  *  hun-ah-hushes,'  and  git  upon 
the  tussocky  places,  among  the  pines.  Jest  now,  do  you  follow 
me  close ;  I  reckon  we  kin  go  ahead  boldly  in  this  quarter, 
sence  it's  /yyrpossible  that  these  rascallions  kin  hare  got  quite  to 
th^se  parts.     Here,  away,  and  don't  be  rwieasy." 

"  But  my  mother,  Foi^ham  V* 

"Well,  we  shall  push  for  one  side  of  the  same  swamp  l^at 
you  told  her  to  make  for.  As  I  told  you,  I'd  a'modt  rether  that 
she  shouldn't  be  with  us ;  for,  thongh  she's  a  mighty  stlong- 
hearted  lady,  your  mother,  yet  there  is  no  answering  for  any 
woman  in  a  sudden  bloody  skrimmage,  with,  maybe,  sharp 
shooting,  and  a  wild  Ingin-shouting  at  the  same  time  going  on. 
There's  no  tilling  what  sort  of  supper  these  fellows  mean  to  get 
ready  for  us.  Stoop  a  bit,  now,  Mister  Arthur,  and  keep  dose 
to  the  bushes;  we've  got  to  cross  a  leetle  ri^ng  ground  jest 
liere,  before  we  reach  the  swamp." 

They  were  moving  pretty  quickly  over  this  track,  when,  see- 
hig  Arthur  a  little  too  erect,  the  woodman  caught  his  wi-ist  and 
piillefl  hhn  down. 

"Squat — close — quite  now — w  [as]  yon  are!"  said  Ford- 
hnm.  in  a  whisper.     "  Hist  now,  don't  you  hear?" 

"Nothing!     What  is  it?" 

"  There  was  a  whistle,  jest  there  to  tlie  right — hist !  Again  1 
Don't  you  hear  it  ?" 

Arthur  fancied  he  did  hear  something  like  a  whistle,  bat 
fidded — 

"If  9  a  bird's,  Fordhftm."  i 

"Ay — but  a  sort  of  bird  that's  bom  without  featliers,  Arthur  I 
Creep,  now— hands  and  knees— and  take  care  not  to  jostle  a 
bush — ^a  leede  mom  tlifs  way.  We  must  make  for  them  cy- 
presses, jest  ahead ;  there  is,  likely,  a  pond  behind  them,  and 
#iB^  put  it  to  the  back  of  n§." 
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All  this  was  said  iu  a  whisper.  The  two  moved  forward ; 
Ai-thiir  exerting  all  his  will  in  suhdiiing  the  eager  anxieties  that 
diffused  a  feverish  glow  over  his  whole  system.  He  was  almost 
breathless  when  Fordham  paused,  on  the  edge  of  a  small  tract 
of  soft  oosse,  which  indicated  the  terminus  of  the  little  rising 
ground  ovei'  which  they  had  been  crossing. 

"  Now,"  said  the  latter,  still  in  a  whisper,  "  we'll  work  round 
this  little  ooze,  and  git  upon  the  tuFsock  among  them  big  cy- 
presses. There  are,  you  see,  some  hay  bushes  jest  in  front  of 
tliem,  which  will  do  to  cover  us.  We  must  still  crawl,  for  that 
whistle  is  a  little  nigher  than  you  reckon,  and  wo  must  use  all 
our  caution." 

Ho  led  the  way  in  the  manner  he  described.  Never  did  fel- 
low, carrying  two  rifles,  exhibit  such  agib'ty.  Arthur  could 
scarce  conceive,  though  he  beheld  it,  how  the  thing  was  done. 
He  found  his  one  rifle,  though  a  shoit  one,  and  his  pistols,  a  suf- 
ficient burden,  pursuing  such  a  progress,  and,  half  the  time,  in  a 
crouching,  or  crawling  attitude.  But  one  of  the  rifles  carried  by 
Fordham,  was  the  Gennan  yager,  short,  and  with  a  strap  at- 
taclied,  which  the  overseer  contrived  to  bind  pretty  close  to  his 
body,  and  beneath  it,  when  he  crawled ;  the  stock  being  just 
under  his  lefl  shoulder.  His  riglit  hand  grasped  the  long  rifle» 
Avhich  he  held  above  the  ground.  The  two  soon  reached  the 
designated  tussock,  and  crouched  quietly  behind  the  bay  or 
laui-el  bushes. 

**  Now,"  said  Fordham,  "  let  us  reprime.  I  reckon  we've  spilt 
the  powder  from  our  pans." 

He  himself  lifted  the  cover  of  his  rifle  pan  with  gi*eat  delibe- 
ration ;  But  the  incautious  Arthur  threw  his  open  without  heed, 
suffering  the  click  to  be  sufficiently  heard. 

"Ah !  Mister  Arthur,'*  whispered  the  woodman,  reproachfully, 
**  that  will  never  do.  You've  got  a  mighty  deal  to  I'am.  That 
click  kin  be  heard  jest  as  far  as  the  whistle  of  that  ere  buxl. 
One  talks  to  the  other  so  as  he  kin  cwiderstand.  In  these 
swamp  woods,  so  still  as  they  are  now,  I  kin  hear  the  click  of  a 
rifle  fifty  yards,  and  ef  I'm  not  mightily  mistaken,  these  scamps 
can  hoar  it  too.    We'll  try  'em !     Now — are  you  primed  I" 

"  I  am." 

''  Jest  then  give  me  your  cap.    Lie  qlose  now,  anid  keep  r^ady. 
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We'll  just  draw  tbeir  shot,  ef  &o  be  they're  in  nJQe  distaDCO. 
You'll  see  wliat  eyes  these  fellows  have  for  an  inimy,  ef  so  be 
they've  got  round,  as  I'm  thinking  they  hev',  to  the  edges  of  the 
swamp." 

He  elevated  the  cap  upon  the  rod  of  his  gun,  just  beside  one 
of  the  cypresses,  showing  the  cap  only,  above  a  bunch  of  laurel. 
Scarcely  had  he  done  so,  when  the  repoi*t  of  a  rifle  was  heard. 
The  rod  was  lowered  instantly ;  the  cap  was  untouched — the 
aim  liad  been  six  inches  below  it— and  the  ripping  of  the  bul- 
let tlirough  the  bark  of  the  cypress,  showed  how  naiTOW  would 
have  been  the  escape  of  a  man  occupying  the  same  position. 

"  You  sec !     1'hc  cussed  skunks !" 

"  Can't  we  get  a  crack  at  them,  Fordham  V* 

**  £f  we  could,  I'd  say  take  it ;  but  lie  close,  and  keep  your 
fire,    I'll  nconn'itrc." 

And  the  shrewd  woodman  crept  away  down  the  bank-side 
nud  disappeared.  Arthur  soon  lost  sight  of  his  person  among 
the  bushes  on  the  right,  and  everything  remained  as  still  as  if 
tlic  region  had  never  been  inhabited. 
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THK  FAT  TURICEY   WALKS   INTO  THE  TRAP. 

While  the  youth  remained,  thus,  perdue,  confused  and  impa- 
tient, but,  by  this  time,  fully  tutored  m  the  necessity  of  keeping 
quiet  and  watchful  whore  he  had  been  placed,  ten  minutes  might 
have  passed ;  to  him  seemingly  a  good  half  hour.  He  was  sud- 
denly awakened  to  j^icreased  agitation  and  anxiety,  by  hearing 
a  second  rifle-shot  about  twenty  paces  on  hi/«  right.  He  con- 
ceived, rightly,  that  this  shot  was  from  the  ovei-seer,  and  eagerly 
began  to  anticipate  the  necessity,  himself,  of  taking  part  of  the 
action.  But  a  deep  silence  again  followed,  and  ten  minutes 
more  may  have  elapsed,  when  he  was  suddenly  conscious  of  a 
sound  among  the  bushes  as  of  a  stick  broken.  He  turned  his 
eyes  m .  this  quarter,  gauged  it  with  his  rifle,  and,  though  ex- 


>t)  WOODCRAFT. 

petithig  Fordham,  stood  prepared  to  meet  an  enemy.  He  iras 
reassured  by  a  chirp,  not  louder  than  that  of  the  cricket  from  a 
spiit^iog,  and  the  next  moment  the  overseer  glided  up  the  bank. 

"  You  shot !     What  have  you  done  V* 

"  Nothing  much,  I  reckon !  I  didn't  expect  to  do  much,  but 
mostly  to  give  the  skunks  an  idee  that  we  were  hi  diffei*ent 
camps,  and  that  they  couldn't  git  at  one  fairly,  without  putting 
themselves  in  the  way  of  eating  the  bullets  of  the  other.  I  was 
tempted,  as  I  seed  a  little  motion  in  a  heap  of  tallow-bushes ; 
and,  as  I  reckoned  that  was  pretty  much  about  the  spot  where 
their  shot  come  from,  I  kept  my  eye  upon  it,  and  when  I  saw 
the  top  of  the  bush  move  again,  I  aimed  pretty  low  down  and 
blazed  a  way.' 

"Weill" 

"  Nothing  come  of  it,  so  far  as  I  seed !  I  reckon  I  was  a 
ieetle  too  quick  on  the  trigger,  jest  like  a  younger  person,  Ar- 
thur. But  let  us  slip  down  this  bank,  and  get  farther  along  up 
the  swamp." 

"  But  when  you  drew  their  fire,  by  the  cap,  Pordham,  why 
didn't  you  oflPer  for  a  rush  at  them  V* 

**  How  was  I  to  know  how  many  rifles  they  had,  with  mouths 
full  of  bullets  still  ?  No !  no !  Master  Arthur ; — we  are  but  two, 
and  they  are  ^ve,  may  be — certainly  four — and  ef  thar*s  to  be 
a  rush  made,  why  they  are  the  proper  persons  to  take  the  resk. 
We  must  rcsk  nothing.  We're  on  the  defensive,  aU  the  time. 
What  we  must  aim  at  is  to  sarcnmvont  them.  We  must  fetch 
another  compass,  and  change  ground  constantly." 

Having,  by  this  time,  reloaded  his  discharged  rifle,  Foi-dham 
led  the  way  for  his  young  companion.  Creeping  nlong  the 
hedge  of  laurel,  but  not  so  near  it  as  to  disturb  a  sprig,  the  two 
glided  down  the  tussock,  and  soon  made  thehr  way  into  the 
deeper  shelter  of  the  swamp.  They  now  moved  steadily  up- 
ward, aiming,  though  by  a  circuitous  progress,  in  Ijie  direction 
of  the  creek  where  Fordham  was  surprised  in  the  opening  of 
the  affair.  While  thus  moving,  let  us  look  into  the  camp  of  the 
enemy,  and  pierce  their  policy,  if  possible. 

We  need  not  detail  the  several  fetches  by  which  the  two  ban- 
dits, Bostwick  and  Ralph  Burke,  approached  the  point  where  we 
find  them.    Their  route,  like  that  of  the  party  we  have  hitherto 
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leooQipaided,  hofl  been  a  cireaitous  one ->-^  in  reco^ition  of  the 
/ital  neeeseity,  wliioh  existed,  that  thej  skoald  not  unadvisedly 
happen  npcti  thmi*  foes.  A  proper  knowledge  of  woodcraft,  led 
Bogtwiek  and  Bni^ie  reaijilj  to  conjeetore  what  wonld  be  the 
game  ptactited  by  Fordham.  They  aimed,  accordingly,  to  -ae- 
contplish  a  ohonit  ao  sufficiantly-iwide,  at  to  bring  them,  finally, 
in  the  rear  of  the  overaeer,  no  matter  how  mnch  the  compasa 
he,  too,  mi^t  have  allowed  hin^elf  in  the  deaise  to  attain  a  8im<» 
ilai'  object.  In  that  progress,  they  measurably  aceomplisbed 
tkek  aims ;  and,  but  for  the  retreat  to  the  **  Harmh"  and  ''goU 
berry  biisltes,"  and  the  short  pause  of  ti»e  overseer  and  Arthur 
in  that  place  of  refiige,  they  would,  pvobabty,  have  arrived  at 
belter  opportwaies  than  diose  which  they  enjoyed. 

It  was  while  fully  coxksoious,  from  certain  diteoveries  which 
they  had  made,  that  the  fugitives  were  nearly  within  striUng 
dietanoe,  that  the  two  outlaws  hid  themselves  for  awhile ;  keep- 
big  a  sharp  watch,  rifle  in  hand,  within  twenty  paces  of  each 
ether.  Thev  instincts  led  them  to  divine  that  Fordham  would 
seek  Uie  cover  of  the  swamp ; — and,  upon  this  region  they  kept 
their  eyes,  from  the  centre  of  that  elevated  ground  over  winch 
the  overseer  had  so  cautiously  crept,  leading  his  inexperienced 
associate.  While  lurking  and  watching  thus,  the  eyes  of  Burke 
w«re  the  first  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  youth's  cap  elevated 
above  a  clump  of  laurel.  The  bait  took  and  he  fired ;  to  the 
great  annoyace  of  Bostwick,  who  had  seen  it  also,  and  had  sus 
pected  the  ruse.  The  parties  rejoined,  a  moment  after  this  shot . 
and,  with  a  brief  wrangle  in  respect  to  it,  separated  as  before, 
and  once  more  shrouded  themselves  among  the  myrtle  and  tal- 
low bushes.  It  was,  while  recovering  this  position,  that  Host 
wick  drew  the  fire  of  Fordham ;  ^-^suffeiing  a  narrow  escape, 
the  bfillet  aetoally  catting  the  cape  of  his  coat,  and  razing  the 
skai  of  his  shonlder.as  if  a  cowhide  had  been  kid  on  with  a  will. 
The  fellow  writhed  under  the  smai-t,  but  made  no  other  move- 
ment, and,  after  a  brief  pause  of  watch,  in  the  hope  that  tl^  secret 
enemy,  whose  bullet  he  had  escaped,  presuming  on  a  mora  fatal 
p««tilt,  would  diow  himself,  he  readily  conjectured,  from  his 
forbearance  to  do  so,  that  lie  had  changed  his  ground.  But  he 
waited  still  awhile  longer ;  then,  as  all  continued  silent,  he 
whistled  to  Burke,  who  answered  him  from  his  place  of  shelter 
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Aiid  both  di'ew  backward,  crawling  away  in  snake-fashion,  an4 
scarcely  stirring  the  foliage  which  had  given  them  shelter. 

"  We  can't  play  these  cards  too  nicely/'  said  Bostwick  to 
Burke,  as  they  went  some  yards  in  the  rear  of  their  late  position, 
and  with  the "hurrah-bnshes"  effectually  concealing  them  from 
sight.  '*  This  chap,  Ford  ham,  is  a  whole  team  of  foxes,  and  no 
mistake !  We  mnst  git  €tcros8  the  road,  and  push  down  quick 
for  the  swamp  on  that  side — cross  the  creek  and  road  at  the 
same  time,  and  come  in  on  'em  from  that  quarter.*^ 

The  plan  was  agreed  on,  and  at  once  pat  in  execution.  Once 
in  tlie  forest,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  the  two  bandits 
made  rapid  progress  upward  ;  reachmg  the  margin  of  the  swamp 
in  which,  as  we  have  seen,  the  widow  Eveleigh  had  previoudy 
taken  shelter,  very  nearly  as  soon  as  Fordham  and  young  Ai*thur. 
But  a  considerable  space  now  lay  between  the  latter  and  their 
hunters,  destined,  however,  to  be  rapidly  overcome,  as  the  over- 
seer and  his  companion  were  also  bending  their  steps  toward  the 
same  creek  which  the  bandita  are  now  crossing.  Once  on  the 
opposite  side,  the  two  latter  struck  into  the  swamp,  proposing 
to  pursue  the  coarse  of  the  creek  which  wound  thi-ough  it,  and 
place  themselves  in  ambush  among  the  willows  and  laurels  by 
which  it  was  skirted.  But  they  had  not  gone  far,  pi*esei*ving 
the  caution  which  had  hitherto  marked  their  movements,  when 
they  discovered  such  proof  of  the  near  neigliborhood  of  other 
parties,  as  made  them  momently  forgetful  of  Fordham.  The 
anxieties  of  the  widow  Eveleigh,  in  respect  to  her  son,  had  made 
her  unwilling  to  leave  him,  while  thei-e  was  any  prospect  of  his 
suHering  fVom  an  enooonter  with  his  foes.  Though  she  had 
orosseil  the  creek,  and  had  consented  to  go  forward  on  her  route 
—  keeping  still  the  cover  of  the  wood,  under  the  guidance  of 
Jenny,  the  servant-maid  —  yet  with  a  fearful  fascination,  which 
tthe  could  not  witlistand,  did  she  again  return  upon  her  own 
footHteps.  Uer  track,  going,  had  been  detected  in  the  soft  ooze 
along  the  margin  of  the  creek.  It  was  followed  uistantly  by 
the  outlawH. 

<'  Let  un  but  git  our  hand  on  her  ag*in,"  quoth  Bostwidi,  **  and 
we'll  git  a  purchase  on  her  son  ami  Fordham." 

8uoh  wa«i  the  cold-bloo<led  caloulatkm. 
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**  Right !"  responded  Burke.  "  Son  or  toother,  the  one  kin 
always  be  made  to  sell  out  for  the  other." 

"  That's  jest  ag  they  have  virtue  and  nateral  affection.  These 
will  do  it — but,  let  me  tell  you,  'tain't  the  case  with  many 
hundred  otliers.  'Gad !  there's  some  people  that'd  rether  sell 
mother  and  grandmother,  and  son  and  gi-andson,  then  give  up 
the  hair  of  a  nigger,  or  the  shine  of  a  dollar.  I've  known  many 
of  that  sort— but  it's  no  use  to  talk.  There's  man-beasts, 
Bnrkc — wolf  and  tiger,  fox  and  skonk,  'coon  and  'possum, 
snake  and  spider — who  don't  know  no  law  but  jest  to  strike 
and  swallow — and  makes  snai-es  and  steal,  when  they  can't 
strike ;  and  run,  rether  than  fight,  for  their  thievings !  I  don't 
know,  old  fellow,  but  we  b'longs  to  some  one  of  tibese  breeds, 
ourselves ;  and  we'd  be  bad  enough,  ef  we  wa'n't  willing  to 
resk  our  lives  as  well  as  our  honesty.  There's  one  I  know» 
but " 

"Who?" 

*'Kever  mind-— he's  one  who  would  cut  his  inimy's  throat 
with  your  knife  or  mine,  and  take  his  neighbor's  money  with 
OUT  hands;  he's — but  no  matter.  Now,  thk  widow  and  her 
son  are  of  the  true  giit — ^people  of  raal  blood ;  and  rcud  bloody 
Burke,  is  a  vartue  by  itself;  and  by  natur'.  They'd  die  for  one 
another!" 

"  We  won't  hurt  'em,  Bostwick  ?" 

"  That's  as  it  happens.  We  don't  know  what  we  may  hev' 
to  do.  One  must  help  himself,  no  matters  who  he  hurts !  We 
must  use  one  of  'em  to  bring  the  other  to  reason.  So— stop ! 
—hist !" 

The  two  crouched  instinctively  into  cover. 

"  The  turkey's  walking  straight  into  trap  I"  quoth  Bostwick. 

A  whisper  between  the  parties,  and  they  stole  off,  still  under 
cover,  in  different  directions.  A  few  moments  only  had  elapsed, 
when  Bostwick  laid  his  band  on  the  unconscious  shoulder  of  the 
widow  Eveleigh,  taking  her  by  surprise,  while  the  fingers  of 
Burke  griped  Jenny,  the  servant-maid,  rather  tenderly  than 
othei'wise,  about  the  nape  on  her  neck. 

'*  Jest  taking  a  leetle  libei-ty,  my  lady,"  said  Bostwick,  in  a 
gruff  and  disguised  voice. 

She  started  ajid  shuddered,  but  submitted  M-ith  dignity ;  vexed 
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to  the  sou],  find  Iminbled,  that,  once  ^e  froip  his  clntdb^s,  she 
had  not  followed  the  instiiictions  of  her  son-  and  t^  overseer* 
and  pushed  rapidly  from  the  scene  of  danger.  She  felt,  in  an 
infant,  all  the  advantage  that  her  second  captivity  would 
aflPord  to  tho  enemy.  Jenny,  the  servant-maid,  was  overwhelmed 
with  her  teiTors,  and  screamed,  and  continued  to  scream,  unUl 
the  enraged  Burke,  throwing  her  to  the  ground,  (jammed  hor 
distended  jaws  with  moss  enough  to  make  an  infant's  mattress. 

"  I  roust  take  the  liberty,  ma'am^  of  giving  your  arms  a  hitch 
as  I  did  before,  but,  this  time,  you  must  walk  with  me.  I  sha'u't 
leave  you  a  second  time  out  of  sight." 

"  What  is  your  design  upon  me,  sir  1  Speak  out !  If  it  is 
money — you  are  already  in  possession  of  all  I  have  about  me, 
*— If  you  require  more  for  my  i-ansom,  and  that  of  my  firiend, 
say  so,  and  if  it  can  be  procured,  I  will  consent  to  any  sum, 
sooner  than  submit  to  this  treatment !" 

*'  Dii-ectly,  ma'am ; — that's  for  afterward.  But,  jest  now,  you 
must  foot  it  along  with  me.  Quick,  ma'am,  I've  got  no  time  to 
waste." 

"  But  whither  must  we  go  V* 

"  Back  to  your  can-iage  !  I  reckon  well  put  you  in  it,  right 
away,  and  send  you  home  safe  enotigh,  after  a  leetle  while. — 
That's  ef  you  ain't  obstropolus." 

"Who  are  your 

**  A  wolf,  ma'am,  or  a  tiger,  ef  you  axes  after  my  family  and 

name.     Come,  ma'am,  walk,  or  by    I'll  lace  you  with  a 

hickory.     I  will,  by  thunder !" 

This  was  plain  language  enough.  The  widow  bestowed  but 
a  single  glance  of  her  large  blue  eye  upon  the  ruffian,  calm  and 
strong,  under  the  thi*eat  and  indignity  ;  then  quietly  moved  for- 
ward in  the  direction  which  she  was  bidden  to  take.  What  was 
only  a  threat  in  the  case  of  the  widow,  became  an  experience  iu 
that  of  the  servant-maid.  Gagged  and  on  the  ground,  she  reso- 
lutely reftised  to  rifie,  till  the  enraged  Burke,  cutting  a  rod  from 
a  neighboring  bush,  laid  it  thrice  over  her  shoulders.  The  aigu- 
ment  proved  sufficient,  and  she  set  forward  with  a  speed  that 
was  studiously  calculated  to  leave  a  space  of  five  feet  or  more 
between  herself  and  assailant ;  who  still  continued  to  threaten 
with  the  rod  which  he  found  no  longer  necessaiy  to  use  in  any 
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otber  way.  Again  tlie  party  sped  across  the  cieek,  and  into  the 
opposite  forest,  making  rapid  progress,,  and  keeping  vigilant  eye 
upon  tl^e  road  which  sepairated  them  horn  those  woods,  in  the 
unknown  retreats  of  which  Fordliam  and  young  Ai-thur  con- 
tinued to  find  shelter,  and  where  it  was  very  well  known  they 
lurked  a»d  watched.    Let  ns  now  return  to  them. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

SKIRMISHINO. 


Thu  overseer  and  his  young  companion,  having  struck  some- 
what deepef  into  the  swamp^  were  necessiurily  compelled  to 
make  a  conoderable  cireuit  in  approaching  the  point  where 
the  ontli^ws  had  succeeded  in  recapturing  Mrs.  Eveleigh.  The 
swamp,  of  irregular  figure,  thrust  out  a  huge  horn  between  the 
parties,  the  extent  of  which  Fordham  had  not  cakulated.  This 
was  always  pretty  full  of  water,  and  not  passable,  except  with 
great  difficulty  and  inconvemienee.  The  two  were  on  one  side  of 
this  horn,  or  arm  of  the  swamp,  itself  a  lake — while  the  outlaws 
skirted  the  o&er-^the  creek  being  between  the  parties  also — 
when  the  aereams  of  the  servant-maid  of  the  widow  smote 
sharply  on  ihe  ears  of  our  wanderers.  The  first  instincts  of 
Arthur  led  him  naturally  to  suppose  that  the  cries  were  fi'om  hia 
mother. 

••My  poor  mother!''  he  exclaimed,  passionately.  "They 
have  ^und  her,  Fordham.  Hear  I  It  is  she !  These  are  her 
screams.     They  are  ill-treating  her." 

"I  don't  tliink!"  returned  the  other,  with  interest,  bxit  still 
caUnly.  "  Don't  be  scared,  Arthur.  I  reckon  they've  fuimd 
your  mother,  and  have  made  her  a  prisoner  agin,  though  she 
ought,  by  this  time,  to  have  been  a  mile  faithcr  on  the  road. 
But  'tain't  her  that  you  hear  a-screaming.  It's  Jenny,  the  gal, 
I  reckon.  Mrs.  Eveleigh  ain't  the  lady  to  scream,  I'm  tliinking. 
It  ain't  like  her." 

*•  But  ace  we  to  stand  here*  Fordham,  when  there's  no  know 
ing  what  these  villains  are  after  V* 
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'*  That  we  must  tiy  and  see,  Arthur.  We  must  push  om 
that's  sartain ;  but  we  mus'n't  push  on  an j  faster  than  we're 
been  doing.  The  only  way  to  save  her,  and  to  save  ourselves, 
is  jest  to  play  scout  tell  we  kin  git  some  advantage.  Jest  you 
leave  the  thing  to  me,  and  ef  so  be  we're  to  work  out  of  this 
trouble  with  whole  bones,  it's  only  by  showing  not  a  white  of 
the  eye  to  these  skunks,  until  we  kin  speak  to  'em  safely  by 
the  mouth  of  the  nflc.  Lct'fe  push  on,  along  the  edge  of  this 
lagoon,  a»  we're  a-doing.  It'll  bring  us  out  upon  the  road  after 
awhile,  and  we'll  see.  Now  that  these  rascals  have  got  your 
mother,  as  I  reckon,  they'll  not  be  able  to  work  their  way 
through  the  woods  so  easy  as  afore." 

The  youth  felt  that  everything  must  be  left  to  Fordham,  in 
whose  ingenuity  and  courage,  as  well  as  fidelity,  he  had  full 
confidence,  and  the  two  pushed  forward,  still  with  gfeat  caution, 
worming  their  way  along  the  edge  i  of  the  swamp,  Fordham 
taking  the  lead  with  equal  energy  and  circumspection^  They 
reached,  in  this  way,  the  road,  just  where  the  creek  crossed  it, 
and  there  Fordham  halted. 

"  Now,"  said  he,  "Arthur,  do  you  keep  close  here  in  this  cover 
while  I  take  an  observation  of  the  countiy.  I'll  be  gone  only  a 
leetle  while." 

He  was  gone  somewhat  longer  than  he  himself  had  antici- 
pated, and  young  Eveleigh  was  gettmg  quite  impatient,  when 
the  overseer  suddenly  reappeared.  His  countenance  was  grave 
and  anxious. 

"  Well,  Mr.  Fordham  !  my  mother  ?"  demanded  Arthur. 

"  Them's  mighty  sharp  rascals.  Mister  Arthur,"  replied  the 
overseer.  "  They've  got  back  to  Ae  carriage,  and  they've  put 
your  mother  and  the  gal  into  it.  But  there's  no  scaring  the 
scamps.  They've  put  your  mother  on  the  seat  of  the  driver, 
and  they've  tied  her  to  it,  and  the  gal's  tied  inside.  Besides, 
they've  carried  off  the  two  horses." 

The  youth  gnashed  his  teeth, 

"You've  seen  her  then — my  mother]" 

"  Yes  1  Hhes  put  so  that  we  could  see  her, — the  d d  var- 
mints !  By  that  I  know'd  they're  on  the  watch  for  us.  They 
think  that  when  we've  seed  her,  and  not  them,  we'll  bo  such 
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blind  buzzards  as  to  sliow  ourselves.  But  I  see  the  trap  as  well 
as  the  cheese.    We'll  not  take  the  bait,  Arthur." 

•*  How  do  you  know  she's  tied  V* 

**  I  reckon  so  from  the  way  she  sits,  though  I  didn't  go  nigh 
enough  to  see.  I  calculate  that  these  scamps  are  lying  on  both 
sides  of  the  carriage,  close  in  the  bush,  with  their  eyes  i-unning 
close  along  their  rifle-baiTels.  They  know  we're  between  them 
and  the  creek.  Now,  as  that's  the  case,  our  first  business  is 
to  work  round  on  t'other  side.  We  must  take  another  fetch 
through  the  woods." 

**  Let's  be  moving,  then,"  said  the  youth,  impatiently. 

And  the  overseer  struck  out  at  right  angles,  as  if  wholly  leav- 
ing the  road.  He  pursued  this  course  for  a  wliile,  with  a  com- 
paratively swift  motion,  and,  after  compassing  a  couple  of  hun- 
dred yards  which  brought  them  once  more  upon  the  swamp,  he 
turned  suddenly  to  the  left,  and  took  a  route  parallel  with  the 
road,  which  he  followed  with  little  variation  for  about  thrice  the 
distance.  Then,  making  another  turn  to  the  left,  he  made  his 
way  forward,  seeking  a  point  near  the  highway,  but  at  some 
distance  in  the  rear  of  the  carriage.  When  he  caught  sight  of 
these  objects,  which  taught  him  to  believe  he  had  gone  suffi- 
ciently far,  he  restrained  his  youthful  companion.  They  both 
crouched,  and  went  forward,  steadily  keeping  under  cover  of  the 
shrubs,  bushes,  and  long  grass  which  covered  this  region.  After 
a  brief  space  consumed  in  this  way,  during  which  they  had 
drawn  nigher  to  the  carriage,  Fordham  paused  and  whispered 
to  Ardiur. 

"  Now  you  lie  down  snug.  Ef  I  calculate  rightly,  these  skunks 
are  now  within  reach  of  a  long-tongued  rifle.  I  reckon  that  one 
lies  on  t'other  side  of  the  road  among  them  oak-bushes,  and  in 
that  tall  dry  grass.  The  other  is,  I'm  thinking,  on  this  side  of 
the  road,  somewhere  among  them  water-myrtle  and  willow 
bushes.  Do  you  see  your  mother  in  the  fiont  seat  of  the 
carriage  1" 

"  Yes !" 

"  Well,  I  reckon  cf  she  could  speak,  she  could  tell  us  jest 
where  these  critters  harbor.  They're  on  a  sharp  lookout  for 
ns  now  front  above.  But  we're  here,  Arthur,  and  its  always 
half  the  battle  when  your  inimy  don't  know  wlujre  to  look  for 
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yoii,  and  when  you  can  reasonably  p'int  your  finger  and  say, 
'  Thar  hciBV  Look  back,  Ai-thur,  and,  see  ef  there's,  anybody 
in  the  shape  of  a  white  man  nigh  the  wagon." 

'*  I  see  the  negroes  only,  and  only  half  of  theia,  I  reckon/* 

"  Well^  ef  I  coi^d  only  tell  how  naany  of  these  chaps  was 
here  in  front  of  us ;  bnt  wliether  one  or  a  doa^en,  there's  no  help 
for  it  now  but  p^ti^nce.  Keep  you  quiet  now,  while  I  do  a  little 
making" 

And,  so  speaking,  the  woodman  crept  f<)rw;4u:d,  close  to  the 
ground,  frequently  paushig  to  listen,  and  sometimes  raising  him- 
self, whenever  a  sufficiently  dense  cover  enabled  him  to  do  so 
with  safety.  In  tliia  way  he  continued,  to  advance,  until  a  space 
of  thirty  or  forty  yairds  alone  remained  between  himself  and  the 
carriage.  He  was  still  pursuing  this  serpent-like  progress,  when 
Arthur  suddenly  heard  his  njiother's  voice,  the  tones  eager,  and 
full  of  anxiety  and  agitation. 

"  Beware  Arthur — beware  Fordhfun !  You  are  seen !  Your 
enemies  watch  you  !** 

Fordham  was  down  in  an  instant,  but  Arthui*,  excited  by  his 
mother's  voice,  on  the  same  instant,  raised  himself  to  his  knees, 
rifle  in  hand,  and  eyes  that  seemed  to  have  acquired  all  the  far 
penetrating  and  piercing  power  of  the  eagle.  Almost  in  the 
same  instant  a  shot  rang  through  the  woods,  which  whistled 
through  the  bush  beneath  which  Fordham  crouched,  rending 
the  leaves  and  twigs  immediately  above  his  head. 

"Blast  you!*'  cried  Ralph  Burke,  who  had  &*ed,  addresau^ 
himself,  in  the  same  moment,  to  the  widow,  '*  ef  I  hear  another 
word  out  of  your  head,  I'll  cut  your  tongue  out !" 

He  had  scai'cely  spoken  from  his  bush — for  he  also  was  buried 
among  the  leaves — when  the  bush  was  seen  to  be  hurriedly 
agitated,  and  the  widow  heai'd  another  shot,  but  from  what 
quarter  she  could  not  oonjecture.     It  was  her  son  that  ^ved. 

At  her  words,  which  had  called  him  up  from  his  crouching 
attitude,  he  had  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  flash  which  had  prece- 
ded the  shot  of  Burke,  and  obeying  his  impulse,  he  had  drawn 
ti'i£[ger  at  the  same  moment  upon  the  spot  fi-om  whencei  it  issued. 
He  knew  not  if  any  effect  had  ensued  from  his  fire,  for  a  deep 
silence  ovcrepread  the  scene ;  and  he  began  bitterly  to  r^iroaeh 
himself  with  tl^e  precipitance  with  which  he  had  again  ompiwd 
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fiis  rifle  withont  fitst  making  sure  of  his  object.   J3utJiinl  he. 
flien  known  the  tmth,  he  miglit  have  congtatiilnted  himself  in 
the  language  of  Hamlet — "praised  be  rashness  for  it"-*"that  he    f»  ^ 
Bad  ODeveti  ms  rtnpuJse  tvithout  regard  to  the  seemhig  hn policy 
of  the  proceedh)g. 

""  "  Our  liwliscrption  sometimes  serves  us  well, 

When  out  deep  plots  do  pHll  ;** 

and  so  it  was  in  the  present  instance.  The  almost  random  bul- 
let of  the  youth  had  buried  itself  in  the  brain  of  the  ruffian,  and, 
with  a  single  fearful  spasm,  he  lay  dead  beneath  the  cover  which 
had  lately  formed  his  ambush. 


CHAPTER    XVII. 


THk  CONPHl)BRATES   CHANGE   THEIR   GAME   AND  WOULD   CLAW 

OFF. 

Fbom  the  deep  silence  which  covered  the  region,  one  migiit 
suppose  that  all  the  parties  had  suddenly  disappeared.  Mrs. 
£veleigh  had  been  waiiied  to  silence  by  the  brutal  threat  of  the 
ruffian,  Burke ;  and  having,  as  she  thought,  sufficiently  informed 
ber  son  and  his  companion  of  the  proximity  of  enemies,  she  was 
not  unwilling  to  respect  the  warning.  She  knew  not  of  the  effect 
produced  by  her  son's  shot.  The  fact  that  it  was  fatal,  was  un- 
known, indeed,  to  any  of  the  parties.  Fordham  had  been  sud- 
denly made  more  than  ever  cautious  by  his  narrow  escape  from 
Burke's  bullet,  and  lay  in  supreme  quiet  in  the  bushes  which 
sheltered  him.  Toung  Arthur  had  also  sunk  back  into  cover, 
quite  ashamed  of  his  own  (assumed)  rashness  and  indiscretion, 
and  congratulating  himself  that  he  had  not  drawn  the  enemy's 
fire  also. 

Bostwick,  in  the  meanwhile,  conscious  of  the  fact  which  Ford- 
bam  had  no  reason  to  suspect,  that  the  parties  were  now  equally 
matched,  and  that  all  his  hope  lay  in  the  excellence  of  his  own 
stratagem,  crouched  more  closely  than  ever  in  his  place  of  am- 
boACiide,  with  every  sense  quickened  by  the  feeling  that  he  had 
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an  enemy  before  him  who,  thus  far,  had  shown  hhnself  a  matdi 
for  him  in  Indian  artifice.  In  the  practice  of  woodcraft  he  was 
now  willing  to  acknowledge  that  Fordham  was  quite  as  good  a 
man  as  himself.  Of  that  wliich  had  been  exercised  by  the  op-- 
ponents  respectively,  we  have  been  able  to  report  but  imper 
fectly.  It  would  need  more  space  than  we  can  afford  to 
chronicle  minutely  those  details,  of  which  we  have  given  an  out- 
line only.  The  fox-like  doublings,  the  snake-like  crawlings, 
the  subtlety,  stealth,  keen  sight,  and  foresight,  equally,  which 
had  been  shown  by  both  sides,  in  their  several  approaches  to, 
and  recedings  from  each  other,  had  been  of  the  best  school  of 
stratagem,  as  practised  by  the  red-men  of  America.  The  little 
practice  of  our  dramatis  personcB  will,  on  a  small  scale,  exhibit 
the  characteristic  features  of  Indian  warfare,  which,  first  of  all, 
recognises  the  necessity  of  risking  nothing,  and  of  making  a 
clear  gain,  without  equivalent  loss  of  all  its  advantages.  Where 
the  number  is  so  small  on  bbth  sides,  the  first  necessity  is  to 
economize  it.  Art  is  to  supersede  brute  valor.  No  perils  are  to 
be  incun-ed  except  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  and  when  the 
issue  of  main  force  is  absolutely  inevitable. 

In  tlie  present  instance,  Bostwick  and  Fordham  were  equally 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  avoiding  loss.  Neither  dared 
show  himself,  with  the  view  to  an  assault,  or  any  bold  demon- 
stration, as  long  as  an  enemy  lay  concealed  and  on  the  watch, 
with  a  rifle -barrel  still  unemptied.  Thus,  accordingly,  after  the 
space  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  after  the  several  shots  of  Burke 
and  Arthur  had  been  delivered,  neither  of  the  parties  had  moved 
or  spoken. 

The  first  sounds  which  struck  the  ears  of  Fordham  and  Ar- 
thur  were  the  faint  whistles  of  a  partridge.  The  lattei-,  in  his 
inex2)erience,  really  supposed  them  to  proceed  from  the  bird ; 
but  Fordham  knew  better.  He  now  held  his  breath,  if  possible 
to  distinguish  from  what  precise  quarter  the  sound  had  issued. 
He  knew  it  to  be  a  signal.  It  was  repeated  at  slight  intervahs, 
and  he  found  that  it  came  from  the  opposite  woods — the  car- 
riage being,  in  fact>  directly  between  himself  and  the  sound. 
He  supposed  it  to  be  forty  or  fifty  yards  distant  Thrice  did  he 
bear  it,  and  always  from  the  same  precinct.  He  could  perceive 
no  answer  to.it.     Either,  therefore,  his  late  assailant  was  nigher 
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to  him  than  hi9^,  had  im^ii^f  m^  .^ensj^  diuret^  iiptj^wer, 
or  be  hud  ^ecw^ded  iq.  diawivg  himself  off  .froi^ifche>9c^e  of 
action.  B^  iiever.  ojpce  fajaoi^d  ^y thing,  so  .ag^eei^bl^,  but  jio 
little  probable,  as  that  the  hasty -shoii  pf  Art^iui:  ha^  4p;ie.  his 
hmmfm-  Bn^t)^  co^j^citm^  of  iBostwIck  ^d  him.  mojce  i^oarlj 
to  the  truth.  The  failure  of  Burke  to  answer  ))iM  8fi,pial-rrfor  it 
ira»  hipt^liBe4  bm  witt^'^ubt  4i?4*Pl*'^^P^W»a- .  H?  repeated 
it  thrice,  as  had  been  -agfe^  W9^i  botw.^n  thwi»  wici  li9.1;ettf\d 
vainly  for  the  reply.  He  at  once  reviewed  all,  h}^  ^.oupdi  and, 
for  the  first  time,  began  to  lose  his  confidence  in  the  enteiiipxise. 

A*. Jto  jf boti^"  hie  rpji^ttf^rf^  ,^r  ^iiwrtft  "  tl^ait  Pudpe..  ^.got 
liis  M^  i  7b^K!^'f  hut  one  w,af  fc^  it,  at^d  that*s  to  back  ouf. 
.  It*s  hi^  tiipa»  Better  half  ^  lo^  ^an.90  breads  fii^;  i^g^fs 
siure».ia  better  thaa^i  fl^z^iir  with^  ^^NSrff^^  byllet  to  cliaw.in^ 
the  bargain*  I  i^u^t.iihift  the  groimd-^git  back  to  the^wag^fi, 
iHBiBg  ^he  btys  togethai;  and  ;taV«  "what  we've  gpt"       .    ,  .. 

Tkefl9  Bttwlts  were  sloifjy  ajcrived,  at  Cbo^cje  resolyj?^  up^n, 
the  execution  was  imme4fate.  ^BoQ^Ti^i^kf  Tfijtjh^h^bitai^  cunninj^ 
^nA  Qfivtion)  with4i;ew  ftpm  [fiii  plae^  pf,  biding,  dijawi)»9^bAck 
Mo. the  deeper  wKH^s^avd  vnthpnjt  ji^pv.Qk^ng  «tiy  snapieion  of 
Ua  jpoie^ment,  'Xh^wldow»!fipfn^h^r,.9eat  in  the  front  of  the 
carriage,  and  who  without  actually  seeing  the  squatter  in  bis 
l^ce  of  ambush  w^je^  aw^ic^  of  Uie  9pot  in  which  lie  harbored, 
W40  tQta%  ignorant  .of  ^s  ^^^piM^mre^  Onoe  in  the  licep  thi^^et 
behind,  Bos^il^k  ;ro8e  to  kis  feet,  ap|d  spe^  dowa  the  i-ood  witii 
kU  po««b}e4ia^^,.init^e  dk^ction^oftbe  wagon.  There,  also  in 
concealment,  he  found  his  ooJIei^^  Norris,  w\n\,  Uariii^  heard 
the  firing,  had  become  eicoeedipgl^  w^jt,      - 

.  •' WielWffceT/gPftS'i^i  Best  J"  be  kfqjwed,  ^a.  tl^^^ther/*  4^^^ 
.^Ub^^,    ."-Wl^e^  Bvls^r     ,.  ..  "j   ■ 

"  Not  jn  bea^^eiw  I  reckon  J  Mig^jbe  wi  a  worse  pU^e^  }^.  ^^^ 
.poaokers  know  aoo^itlu^  ^bont  it^"  1 

**  What  t    Tqu  don'^  wa«— ?" 

"  I  reckon  he's  chawed  his  bullet.    B[e  don't  answev  the  cajl. 

That  d— d  eternal  Fordbian,]    They've  had  a  shot  apiece, 

juad  tlie  widow  cri^  ont,  aud  Burke,  like  a  bloody  fool,  n\ust  git 

cut  o£  tba  t>i»abt  and  corse  ker»  ao^d  shake  his  fist  at  her,- and  so 

'4vaw^d.^tbe  iiipra'^  i^re.;  Sendee  then,  he's  laid  quiet,  and  doii'i 
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"But  you  amt  sure t    You  Imin^  seed  for  siurtahi  f* 

**  No !  He  may  be  only  barked  a  leetle ;  but  th«re^i  uo  tel- 
fing.    I  durs'nt  ventur*,  as  Fordham  still  keeps  close !" 

"  And  whafs  to  be  done  V* 

^  Claw  ofp — thafs  the  how !  Take  what  we've  got  sure,  and 
be  off.    The  boys  not  in  V 

*•  Yes ;  they're  after  the  horses.  They  caught  another  of  the 
niggers,  and  weVe  tied  him  wiA  the  rest." 

**  Makes  seven  V* 

-Yes.- 

""  We  must  be  sadsfled  wHh  that,  and  be  off.  It's  b^en  a 
mighty  hard  business,  and  I^n  gettbg  tired,  and  scary  toe. 
Well  be  having  somebody  upon  us,  ef  we  stay  mucb^  longer. 
Better  mount,  and  ditre  the  niggers  we've  got,  and  make  f&t 
Dooley's  Oove.    We  ought  to  be  there  before  moonrisOw** 

"*  But  don't  you  think  we  km  git  something  oht  of  the  #agon  1 
A  jug  or  two  of  rum,  I'm  thinking,  and  pr^haps  some  other  little 
fixings  that  we  Idn  carry  on  the.  saddle  t^ 

**  Well,  I  suppose  we  might  make  a  s'arch ;  but  you  mustn^t 
be  long  about  it.  I  reckon  the  boys  hev*  got  the  horses  by  tkk 
time.  There's  been  nobody  to  bender,  this  time.  Where  did 
they  go  to?*' 

"Yonder,  in  the  open  piney  wood,  where  there^s' grass,  Vm 
thinking.  It's  thar'  the  boys  went.  Hesh-^thar' tl^ey  coBi^ 
bringing  all  the  critters.    What  shall  we  do  about  Buike  t*' 

"  bo !  What  should  we  do  f  Mind  what  the  Beripter  tdb 
us — '  IiCt  the  dead  bury  the  dead.' " 

<<  But  we  don't  know  that  he's  dead.** 

"And  we  mus^t  resk  tike  life  of  a  live  man  iti  find  otHr.  Ef 
Ive's  Jiving,  I  reckon  he  knowjs  what  to  do.  Wi^'ll  make  a  d$vai>» 
sion  iA  liSs  favor,  and  he  kin  then  snake  away  to  the  sWamp. 
£f  he's  dead,  there's  an  eend  to  his  troubles,  and  We  kitt  take 
care  of  his  horse  among  us,  and  spend  his  share  of  the  money ! 
Ain't  that  sense,  I  ax  you  ]" 

"  Right !     But  about  the  divarsfon  1" 

"Well,  look  you — these  chaps — this  overseer  Fordham — 
d— n  his  quarters,  I  say ! — he  and  the  yoimg  chap  Ke  about  tiie 
carriage  now,  almost  within  pistol-shot  Til  put  myself  in  the 
thicket  thar'  "—(pointing  to  a  spot  some  fifty  yards  fitftiite*  en 
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Ike  road,  <me  tbird  ^  the  diftatice,  peibapB,  li^etweea  the  wagon 
and  the  cariiaf^)*—''  and  jest  eover  the  track  with  my  rifle, 
while  jQn  s'aroh  the  wagon.  Let  Bijdgea  and  Toigr  Hines 
lead  loff  the  viggera.  Save  onr  borsea  ready  to  follow.  Tell 
*em  tf>  take  the  woods  down  for  a  aule  or  ao,  then  strike  into  the 
old  road  ^r  the  bumi  <burahj  we  can  pnah  a'ter  them  at  a 
smitfi  gallop,  wad  overtake  'eia.«^  tkae.    AnjtHing  more  }*' 

*<  No !  go  ahead^aiid  put  yoaraelf  on  the  watch,  and  I'U  make 
the  a'arch.    We  swat  pick  np  some  litte  vaUyables,  if  we  kin." 

"  How's  yonr  arm  V* 

''Feeb  a  little  aumbish,  but  don't  hurt  It's  only  a  skin 
transaction  ]" 

"Now,  don't  be  long  dbont  the  wagon  s'arch ;  and  don't  stop 
to  try  the  liquor*    That's  your  danger,  Dick,  you  know." 

**  Pdio  1  a  taste  kin  do  no.man  any  mischief." 

**  Bat  your  taste  is  never  less  than  a  swallow.  Mid  a  swallow, 
like  what  you  takes»  damages  mightily  the  sight-seeing  for  a 
rifle*  Be  qniok,  now,  in  what  yon  do»  for  the  snn's  lowering 
£sat,  and  we've  been  too  long  a'ready  about  the  business*" 

'« Be  off.  Best,  and  keep  a  sharp  look  out  I'll  take  care  <^ 
wl»t  I'm  after." 

Thas  the  parties  aepamted^  A  few  moments  sufficed  to  pnt 
Boatwick  im  hia  new  place  of  ambush,  coreriag  all  approaches 
^m  the  direction  of  the  carriage;  and  to  set  Nonas  at  work  in 
oxploiing  the  eontents  of  the  wagon.  The  two  confedei^ates, 
meanwhile,  came  up  with  the  horses,  which  now,  with  one  ex- 
ception, had  all  been  safely  roeovered.  The  negroes  were  then 
r«ped  together  as  they  wev6,  set  iu  motion,  and  slowly  disap^ 
peased  firom  the  road;  dri(ven  before  the  two  eutlairs  on  horse* 
back.  The  movement  did  noi  esfape  the  keen  eyes  of  Focdham ; 
and  he  groaned,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  spirit,  as  he  beheld,  first 
a  box,  then  a  sack,  then  a  keg,  pitched  out  from  the  wagon,  as 
firom  invisible  hands  within  the  vehicle. 

**  Thar's  the  sugar,"  he  muttered  ;  "  thar's  the  coffee ;  thai's 
the  kag  of  rum !  The  varmints !  Lord,  ef  I  could  only  git  a 
sight  of  the  chap  that's  so  active — it's  not  quite  two  hundred 
yards  I  reckon — I'd  try  what  vartue's  in  a  good  rifle  at  longer 
shot  than  I  like  to  use  it  in  common  shooting.  But,  Inrdl 
what  can  be  done  }" 


TImt  soItlo<)H}r  veAcbod  bo  ^am  but  his  o\fti.  Be  ^  not  y^ 
dftre  to  sp^ak  akmd,  or  to  show  ta^  si^ii  of  Mfe.  The  very 
s9«noe  tb^  pre*mil«d  at^^nd  kini)  led  hiA^  6t91  M)  appr0lMiid 
tkit  ill's  eHemieB  wem  near  lHb»  an^  stffi  on  tti«  w«ttok  ^^'whilift^ 
lf».  Bveleigii,  ilffl  bovuid,  and  «tm  in  itfglit,  pra(erv^di«  qukH 
o#  one  who  Wftfi  eoMdou*  ^at  'bhe  hiMl  hoMfi«  li^l«*€St«i 

The  overMer  reAdOy  oo«ijie<0Mttcfd  the  ^iiae  <wlMi  -tfie  cufllMM 
wore  ^i«epared  to  pleif.  He  dnw  the  >iegro«0'iM»ol>«d  off'b^r  /Uto 
of  the  o«tlitw8.  T)ier^  '^^te  yet  ^e«  48  he-^otif^ctaied,  wi»k 
whom  he  had  to  contend.  Two  of  them  weire  itill,  h<  sajlpobed, 
in  tkie  pre«iBcts  ef  the  eakrifage;  and  theifth  itkBSk  wa»  in  the 
wagon.  To  move  against  himy  or  to  attempt  to  pursue  tile  <iM»« 
with  the  negroes^  wonld  be  lo-'expo^e  tima^  an^  oompftfik^  to 
the  fire  of  Obe  two  wl^m  he  aesinii^  <»  le  oa>flK»  waftbh  fbr 
him.  He  was  thuA  eoBV{^tei;f  mMked,  lini  lete  hteiself  kei^- 
deveA.  To^  Auw  eff  fretn  thii  dmn^Wdv  nei^berhood  w«i^  Ms 
best  polfe^,  ye*  ke  dvead^ii  t^  attetnyt  ^fender  the  s^r^mHamfm 
{$B  be  sa)>po««d)  at  his  two  etietii^j  We  iiiii6t  «uUU  in  jnstiee 
to  onr  orereeer,  ^kkt  bi»  cbief  ana  j$e^  weye  on  aecotittt  ef 
y efing>  ArtlnA:.  The-  ^brotid  .l^w  n^teii  dnee  Ibigot  liow  pre- 
cious in  the  mother's  eyes  was  the  safety  of  her  only  son^  To 
remain  qtaet  8lill  lMifer«  aivd  w4it  tbe^  te|iier  ^ev^opioettl  of 
tbe  aehwww  of  -Ae  Mghwttymn,  wae^tlne  eoiickiglo»  u  -whieh 
tiM  nedittitiett  of  Ferdbaw  cQttdhwted  Im.  IVr  le  ebsey  keep 
di»%>  wttd  wait  cnreii48t  is,  ye]tb«p8«  the  beit  ]^oticyr  idways,  ia 
any  stteb  eonte^  where  wedo  liot  see^eleaily  ik%  pMSfeet^yr 
pvoptie^  of  aetioti.  He  M  not  a4o^  tbia*  pdficy  in  vaiik 
Hevdly  had  be  eeme  U»  tlds  msehrtien,  wlien  tbe  aeetfe  wile 
cbMgedby  ilietelio^cAieii«f  o4li«rf«r^  Ste  tbeie,  lie«>> 
e^'ev,  we  liuat  ofien  anetbftf  ol^afteA 
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*  miiS  LA8¥   0adP  OP  iAATATCA  lit  TffB  TirrBftAtfH  BOfTta 

TBI  Tewd«F  wiU»  perbapst'fiiid  it  Mhisablo  itot  ge  huik  with  m 
«ir  ftrodrtMti  «Mtt  gMuf^  «f  li»i^»^  pmrliM^^  whom  we  left,  m 
tmotf  teiii  tbd  ^cttiip  of  tiMC  icfaMlflKfotr  tW  aadont  aMlepait» 
vpoit'tira  AdiepooyWhic&iiiey  hdl  abi8MiaiiMt«i'th6*opditk^  of 
Ibe  BwDitttklisry  Btvoggle^  ttv  uiidtvga  tiw  caj^ciotui^  vr^nto  of 
w«v  CUiptaift  P^yfgy;  «bd  li^  fMh  suite  of  tiizee  persons^  kaTinfp 
Ima  iBtldfaif  ^iST'  l^rogtoiB  Jlno^  we  left  tlhei»«^bav8'  sdvftnced 
considerably  on  thebr  way  homeward,  and  are  now  almort  withm 
fCriMin^diilMaceral!  Uw  Aidiepod*  A  few  vies  beyond  it>  and 
tie  ciiptak  wU^  oqea  imwe  be  able  •taeomtemplet^  bis  aDcilBn* 
&oiM8le«ii-^be  {wieiiral  boeee^nd  beartK<ib»welbkbMniifielde 
aaaS  w^od^*^  al  oeee  viAieble  piropevty  wtiicb  bad  been  tnoMmii- 
iMlto>ttiii'lltf6«gli'4bt«o  ovttove  eArefiil  gmemOioiiSH^fae, aloe  f 
befag ' A» iMily  tcaiekeg  one  of  the-taee<^in  wbese  baMb  ikmn 
0»feltbuied:  aeimddil^tioifs  bad  cen^lMBitly  w^rfomm  dninntbiD, 
tmiSb  no^,*wbeB«  wirat  wi&  Jiis  own  pvoflignoy  aiid  ^  mkfoiw 
taiiee  indimQly  fblkwiBg  tbe  sort  of  war  iftnougb  wtdcb  the  eok 
eny  bad  jwt  g9pB,  b{»  benMste^d  was  almeit  wbolly  desohte^ 
ittipped  flf  negfoefek  and  eev^md  widi  debt  as  iM^  a.  winter  gavH 

•  Fetgyhmi\ma9.Jk9i^iaiak.  HebaJewrerbeeliteiigbttlMe 
fMnwef  aequlsitfattk  Liifttd  bhnedfH^kis'eNrn'deBgerqw  keepN 
kig-«^wbeit  a  unre  boy,  b*bad  teoebon^and  fafce%-leaneed  the 
pieasereeef  diseipatien.  S'be  ^at  fbmid  bte  pnosued:  by  d^ 
and  embanrassitienis,  aa  nntlaznig  aa  tbe  fturies  Ibat  bunted  tbe 
etepe  of  OiestMi-^  He  bad  £vmaA  tcmpomy  reiitf  irem  tbe  bandt 
of  omry,  and  may  Aim  be  deseiibed  aa  lalliBg  from  ^e  graq^ 
ef  tbe  9Urie%  mto  tbe  weise  keeping  of  tbe  Fatesw  He  beM 
iqil|eeelf  vepf  nearly  a  min^  iuh|,  ^wben  Ibe  was  bc^aa;  and 

gave 
I  m^rt- 


^i^^bse^  of  >mHfceni48  negioesv  Carried  off  by  tbe  eaemy»  ^ 
I  j^^teAo^ta'doobtiipcBi  tbe  sebgeet*  '  Sekeib  weife  \ 


y 


negroes  gone,  his  debts  cried  aloud  against  bimfor 
}adgment,  and  be  bad  reason  to  know  tbat  bis  cbief  creditor  was 
on  tbe  watcb  for  bis  return.  Tbe  cessation  of  war,  wbicb  strip- 
ped bim  of  bis  occupation,  was  an  event  wbicb  necessarily  re 
stored  tbe  common  ^w  tp  Jits  &arM.  m^ccA\^.  Tbe  camp  was 
now  doomed  to  pale  In  the  sbaabw  of  the  court ;  arms  must  give 
waj  to  ih#  gQWi^;,  aa4  tb&li^ir^  of  Wiar.  40^  i^jtl^ois,.  jn  f^gbt 
and  from  remembrance,  wben  tbe  tongue  only  is  allowed  to  cany 
Oft  the  contests  ^i  bnnuuft  aatagonitnk  The  pUUir^  m  wari  feue 
BOtoiMualj  Ahe  aUerpiiiar^  vti  peat6,  «nd  tb^rfet  was  no  blessed 
•xewptioBy  in  <be  lot  of  OtpHia  IVwgy»  ftom  ithii  distiysring 
prospect.  Of  that  he  was  well  assured.  He  dUd.not  ones  d^ 
ceive  hnsel^  He'Could,  wiih  sheer  foroe  of  will,  expel,  (redk 
his  pv«senoe  Ae  gltemy  proi^»e«t,  but. he  hud  no.  imagina|is» 
such' as  would  enaUe  bin  to  ledLOn-it^  till  he/nade  it  gratelU 
and  enooomgingw 

To  the  stfgagesft**^Ba)r,  Jto  the  most  inddnss.  iiaiarD«-*'th«K» 
will  ha  alwa}»  sqmetbiiig  bnmblhig  and  o^rea^m  an  the  sor- 
▼ey  of  stteh  a  sitiMyfiDik.  Tbe  .qneations  "  what  is  to-he  <lQne;t** 
-^.''ii^idiev  am  I  io  turn  r--- '<  of  what  am.  I  caplibla  I'^t^ 
**  whare  Is  my  resonree  t^-^-^to  he  asked.^f  biinadC  for  die  finA 
tnae^  a^d  by  tha  man  wha  has  already  passed  middle  iige,  4ptf 
well  Qskaialed  to  iiag  a  pall  over  the  prospeot,  and  maka  tbe 
heart  to  shrink  at.  the  entianoe  upon  tbe  unknown  ^oid.of  life 
Which  yel  iBpieads  befcie  k.  Porgy  was  the  man  to  feci,  AMt* 
onghly,  the  disoooragiiig  andlsad,  in  this  ssrvey  1  £Mr  be  #as  m 
man  reaily  of  good-sensa  and  many  sensibilities;-— hot  h^  had 
moral  resources  wbicb  kept  bim  from  basely  cowering  and  wht- 
aing^henaatii  ihecleisd.  Hid  ^as  only  not  so  hlkA  as  hoi  to  see 
il  with  appressive  distinetBeBs^-^to  feel  k^  preosore,  ta  admowl* 
edge  ikiB  douhta  and*  embamssmenlSf  which. erowd  upon^  bia 
patb  ;^^not.to  dinU^r  at  theai  haasl^,  or  to  yield  to  any  waak« 
aesses  of  mood,  inconssqneaee*  Besides,  he  had  a  taste  iar 
pleasare,  was  not  a  little  ^  an  efncure^-*- there  may  ha^e  been* 
indeed,  some.afifectadon  in  this  obai»cteriiEdc*-<-and  be  prilded 
himself  upon  the  &ot  tbat  be  oould  extract  his  morals  alwaya 
from  hiS' appetites.  Hatook.phifesophy  with  him  te  his  tahk^ 
•ad  grew  wise  over  bis  whffiw   So*  atleast,  haaUai6dta«dr 

Wehaipteaea»  hiii«  in^^^eYians  di^ptei^^nttortuigioihi^ 
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61  rkmMfhgfia^tiM  ctbM^}MbrhB^mm  y^^^mpMeddi)  < 

Mipkiite'-^ippdiaiAgf  to^Mi  lipp^titei  agauiat  bia.  gtkfsr  ani 

Beekuig*  tb^BfAatioAB  agtriBOtthooghi^ui  hi*  laat  bottle  of  jAmaioai 

it  80  happens  that  in  renuning  our  aeqtiaintanee  with  bis  party, 

we  find  hiai  again  flimiUarly  engaged.    It  is  noonday  and  paat 

Our  ptutisans  feel  die  neeesaily  dPat^pfing  fiov  refreahmen*,  on 

the  route.  .    li 

Tliey  have'ieadMd  a  pteaaant  qot  apon  the  roadMdie,  a 

rilt  of  aweet  water  tlMding  aet^M  the  nuBdy- Mgk^ay  horn 

a;  gvien  ^ocppae  iimM  skalten  iti--^«*i  IfaerQ  ave!  Hiii  a  iew 

krigltt*op0ii^«be4ofpahiit  Iwtlle  e£  Jamajaa^^ope  of  «  ahap« 

nd  flfise  iMi  wi^^d5^  net  oltan^eef  in  vaeiai these •deganerate 

days.    It  was,  in  shape,  an  oblong  saoare,  with  portly  cjpaaBtiaa^ 

holdmg,  perhaps,  a  tnfie  uinier  a  galloa.    'A*  aettmg  of  iwire- 

'  ^Tclopft  it,  afibiding  it  compavilhre  tafety'  agdhsl  tlib 

iiw  i>f  travd, — The  purty  h«?ia  taisted  of  the  berefage 

i  upon  them.     The  bottle  leans  agahial  a  tree  jnat 

T/ streamlet.     Tom,  the  t^dkt  haa iieen  agaiiriniide  ta 

fr  ^  B*^  nnstnip  his  wareB,  and  prepare  hi's  lioe^«alDe  and 

^  S  J,  ^  ^  ^  he  feast  has,  already,  in  e  graai  nwasaie,  inen  ei^ 

a  ^  ?^  r^  ^le  only  per^ne  who  etill  ahow  an-wirelaxing  appetiC^i 

^  r  I  ^  P  fiefgejtnt,  Milthou^e,  the  une-anaed  veteran,  and  Tom, 

Z  ^  'e-^  ^^-     ^^  ^^y  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  of  these  eetriga  in  his?lmnd 

r4  <^  |,q  I  Gagmen ts  of  bread,  and  broiled  ham  of  conr^pondiiag 

g   ^"^  5'  ^J^n^  the  Ifttter  d&Me  to  a  turn.    The  aargeant  eata<ta8  if 

;^  B  ^  ^  eotitfeiouB  of  Tom's  e^ccellence  tm  » cook,  and —^^brneietfier 

^   t  aion.    He  b  mn  lilent  when  tbs  espMrnon  of  hia  gDattAod^ 

p  '^^f becoming,  ... 

^  if^Tmi,''  says  he,  "  I  shall  never  MaUetoieat  bulled,  kttm  of 

ny  other  cook  but  you  I     Yon  knc^w^wliatv/br'ileioagkt  te^-bii, 

em,  and  what  hog^onoat  uarundly  deaaannaa.'^  ,- 1  .  - 

^I'o«glrt  Kikinm^MaeslffilUioiiae!    Mataaa  jbaar  me  Ibow 

Ibr  eeok  'em  heae^t.     Maas  Poigy  fta'-rito  eookl    fie 'tan' 

(aCandJ  «ber  me  when  I  fna'  begin  for  I'anL    May*«be  hc^^'j^g  ^ 

when  I  spile  ^em  I    Sometime  I  do  'ea  taj^.    E^/ou  no  got 

do  'em  too  little ;  he  cnaa  bote  timea^  flTdrop  de  seed." 

iniik*  ibe»  see  h-*^l  «f  I  do.  'em  aanflyThand  jest  as  well  as  two ! 

want  for  see  h— 1,  and  I  min'  [mi^mast  thmk  me  a  sort  of  childt 

[  nebber  forgit.    ManisA  iULe  w^  [•* 


mrnys  hA  godd  dnM  of  iriyif  X  oMk^  ^  ££  llmiiMa  oalgf  Uk 
dun  ob  de  pig*  ke  tim  ft«  gib  joe  Ae  yi^  {••eg]  ind  4aiL'' 

m  wet  weatBef:**^ "  ~ 


ITSiiloekMl  wktkmtu^  tenrd  lus  taiMMr  who  ilrat  eMng 
Btofgetf-^toeolining^ndmr  toti  fitting* 'tottonrti  *  tm^ 
wife  yoiMg  t«ic6.grtm|yiti>r  tbe  imii^'m  irt»oi>ii|aeo>.  2»41mi 
hfv  toBBt  o£  PoUe  aaffe^rei  by ttbieini|^afm*  iitid:.tb«  'fibgp^  Ml 
An  cogfticawfathey  weol  ^pMta  «siliei*d  b^  tb#  ind[iocl.jtf  tbmr 


'1  ib'  nm  {see  'em^''  tmp#nded  ihe  toeg^Q*  ""Vi^  ^n^  H 
Mast  millt'wi'-f*ie,h$km  »  tnnist^taet  dti  i|«de<  X  ^^ae' 
fezpeel]  hab  oroMi  'noiigk  ifor  fiU  agJ^a^rHl  jaoM  'CslMr'i  dM% 
iK^quke  'boii^  kf'  in  ^eiB;flo  gib  yonmoA  (me  nadiertinnic 
«tid  ih  aiM{|rVi  bnkfe  4191,  db  firiiirib  .and:  toiTs^  4^ 
and  Bobody  lef '  lor  w^  laya^  'pMi»  a»d  g{t  aeir  aapplietf^  .X>a!a 
kl  Wfaa'weli»dooiyv,l0det;ii«.  It^  daivbaVMakeJtMfe 
Pk»|^  look  Uktajwiiig iddketf  inaiMi|r  weddev/' 

«"  ToB^  oU  boy^  iv«'li  Jum  ta  troilL Alt  tilito  OiffNiv'' 

'^  Yoo  wDriu  Maaa  IfiiUi'aft.f^iriia'  jmi  Uii4ci wbem  J^odbr 
;90t  OD^  baaM''  ... 

^'.Bafc  rm  gafcaiii-**4lof  »  big.  baast  fcr  n^  firited^tSFaaii,  A^r 
Attaidavr  fo^  ^wiKon  dnae^a  baavfa  eoongh  itt  a  mul'a  b^aaM^ 

if  80  be  both  hands  are  chopped  off." 

'^i^i's  take  « .^tt,..Mbai  IfiUb'At^r  a^Hmrail  tht  ttegro 
.gaaiTBly  mth  an  hmat&a^  diaka^  ibe  baad^ 

<«  Truth  I  By  flMHRbvi  Tod^alAi^dl^tniAJ  Ifjalbebidx.atia 
•odirfi  tradi,  and  I'm  Itm  jaifeii  tofediyt^/iil  '  1%  wiriBi  !  The 
eap^fihfltnt  iraat 4 .  Hfe  can't  daaitfth,  IWi*  for  bimiaK;  m^ 
ll9amt%lStM%'m  tb  be^nomore  fi^blthig^  Irbiob  i»  die  «a^  vark 
indeed,  aotliv^aitbinft  da,  wiAotit  «4Ung  hoB  fiDgars^" 
fcimtelf  upon  the  Aumpleman  Ibr  itnw*" 
from  biaappetkaa.  Hat>^Q  aad  aay  fa*  atnfi,  And  TU  gallop 
and  grewviBe  over  bii  winb.  ^ 

Weba¥e4aa»biai.in«fpietaaaiaik*«a'''  I 
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ofdisbr'iler  '' 

•'  ^Wev  TlWBytM  ]DOte;^--^<«id  yet,  you  do  Ini^  it  Mlbfcody 

Cm  tlliiil'i^'''yMt    Tew  imiy  ft>lk  OTer  (UaA  Ut.    Tlte!flMUi>ir, 

-te^-MU^K'       ,.':->..■....-      ,     .,  ' 

#(«g(MM'lfiKkOnMittMlBtlefliEMMail0^^  ^ 

would  haye  ^bWiied^'dinligi  #ri?i^|yik|^  lajrilni^^irliUi  mgbt 
-AMadf^  iKeir  iMUHb  «b  ^Ml  J^mUm    Bui  it^Ma^  pK^t  of 
•«iq[»iaW  liM^'s  :<sUi^  to  Uie-AMMter  Omy  iad  bdth  bee» 
•iMtt^  lo  tedgtt'  Mfii^  tlMtt  'tf4hi^i#foth(MB<  th# 'li^  al^ayfc/ 
icM^  ^^MMIIb#M  tlnficbikfiar^ilfe  ftiMoiv  ml/  aitiM^«Md  A«' 

Wtfkall  4p('at''llife  .ttio^Mnti^aHd/^eAwifrdBll^^ 
ifa^MMh:^^  1      '  ■    r      - 

•*  S«)^At(  theiPcrs  !8«ai  a  dMp/of '^fte  Jkpiaiirfc  fbv!  ^n  %%  Ibe 
b<ml^.  Oh^wbflMr>]tdu leave  46  'Ponu  fJUh&t^B^pmbttph  h  tolaif. 
able  tup  for  you  both ;  but  it's  the  last.    I  suppose,  Whenavar 

]filA«(m«i9  ttdiiiot  irajt*^  aeaoDiid/iipjtetioB.  Tvim  ftaaekad 
^11^  aii'fM'kbtlgilMifrAf^iMcked^^ 

«« Wha'  I  bin  say,  Mass  MiUh'ust  Ef  Mass  QmppSk  kadMlf 
de  skin  ob  de  pig,  he  will  gib  we  de  tail  and  jbjs" 

**  He's  .a  bom  gentleman,  by  thunder ;  and  we'll  work  for  him, 
Tom,  more  hard  than  any  nigger  he  ever  had." 
.  *'  I  'tan  [stand]  up  wid  you  for  dat,  Mass  Millh'us.  I  cook 
mysef  'fore  I  gnine  le'  Maussa  want  for  dinner.  So  long  as 
dere's  'coon  and  'possum,  squerril  and  rabbit  in  de  wood,  pat- 
tridge  and  dub  [doye]  —  duck  in  de  ribber,  and  fish  in  de  pond 

so  long,  I  tell  you,  Tom  will  always  hab  'nough  somet'ing  to 

cook !     As  for  de  com,  we  kin  make  dat  too.    Ef  you  no  got 
two  ban'  for  hoe,  Mass  Sergeant,  you  kin  drop  de  seed." 

**  But  I  kin  hoe  like  b — ^1,  with  one  hand  jest  as  well  as  two  ! 
Why  not  1  By  thunder,  Tom,  you  must  think  me  a  sort  of  child, 
old  fellow,  ef  you  think  I  kaam't !" 


/I  Tom, 
^   f  ain't 


106  '/  WMDOUklTi   .  , 

don't  come  so  easy  to  d»  am^^MUld  *nuMu  TfHi.:lNk¥4e  ^tifeofgf^ 
Soanpill^ei^  mepack  19  dti^^ols  JCid  ]Mide««.w)i«n  weifeadj 
for  start,  Mass  Sergeant  V*  ^     ;  > 

j  ^Why  liot,  nigger  1  To  be  miret  Jt'a  4»r  jwir  WRMsa, 
,  and  I  iDveidmv  ho7»  and  I'H  be  :hia  ^ig{M  tooij  when  it 
09tdecend — that's  to  day^  when  tkere'4  ^nOttef^nfM^j^    £f  m 

[,  fraat  bolonel  orgitaBCMd^bteld  'oome^  t»  .villi  tbe..fM|»9iB — 

f  Colonel  Singleton,  maybe,  or  the  '  Old  Fox'  himself^  :m^he»  ^ 
r  Blnneral'  €h-eeae>  «r  mxiy  «dMr  Ug  fdiion*7r*^i^.  |fa|n,,9Iom, 

i  A)n1;aay  mrktain^  tfaaniifiiBOfti  JjiolnitbAfmmj'rtiiiiffianiti^ 
when  tfiey'cosns,  and  jtond  jiil  bebiQdAe.4)^^  j.,; 
'  ''Da^Yigiitl  I  ^ompedbcpii  Kate  Umiml  ^  ;8^^r  i%- 
fer  to  h«  aiwA  «mt  o*  hinn^asv,  iBot,  )idlo>!  ^  Wba]  djif,!  ^99. 
3>eF*r  stuuige  pomma,  llii9S;[ttBtthfwl,i  «9miqg  0«it  .4e\  ^i^k  ! 
Whu'Anriiilf  Mwdamtil  Nigger di hm },  B4Ml#.l  Sal 
Idok  da' Mais  UMIli'ns.  Tvo  iigg^  dn' rD»,:  £n4y  I  ki^Mr 
^ml  Steopt  Tje'ne.ae^i  Slim; ^  Agio*, MiiS9<M^'iifit9<)WB 
ob  dem  boys  is  our  Pomp.  I  lef '  'em  a  boy !  He!g  j^w  ft 
man!  Wha"^  Ponf^!  Dta^l  y^t  Ha!  ha  I  h|il-<rV}  ^o\ 
ho!  Lovd  faa'-ra^iaBy  [ineroyf  'poa- my  -eyoa  I  D^y  blin'wid 
water!" 

•  We  must  aeoooni  ifor  theae  breheft  a)|r)9tiOf  bed  berQaficr*  We 
%wto  it  «o  OaptaiB  'Boatgy^  BiiAkk-c&mf^mitm,  to  (bidRtow  Oiffi  af^n- 
tions  upod'thdra  Mso^  an^  iei&^irbat  baye  b#<w  their  madttatiflffpi 
'WiNla  ai  dii|i^;  ,.]..'•'[  )  •• 
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CHAPTEE  XIX, 

PHILOSOPHY  IN  TitB  fifiOOAR'S  WAtLBi*. 

Tlnft- moment  We  c^se  for  y6bilrt)diidAg  Captain  Poargj^  anfl 
fats  late'  H^ntetiatit  tt'otaf  htidetn,  iti  tm^^N^Mti.f^ytmMj.  fmtkd 
to  faM  all  the  coMftious  df  M]^pin«M»  «» tile  •rdinarp  tMrtai. 
Hreyliav^  ^6i3.  Odncbed  a«  Mse)  undei;  tbe-s^dvwa  of  an 
enonnotis  oak,  diey  hive  foa«t«d  Yi^p^ii  tlie  ftmple  tee  pteividad 
liy  tiU'liahdfi  of  tMiJt'  eteMeolt  cook,  ^ad  faarre  dooe  itbd  attpiest 
)tidl!rce  id  ih^  thi^  iffieeff  of  br^fM  ham,  *^  dome  tb  a  tuni/'  and 
ike  brown  hoiD-bi&^^  ftf  iSi^  {^foper  ij^mpositioti  of  ^Iribh,  Toih 
&ad  eM&bt^M  ht  eatdp  tlidf  tnoftt  en'Hable  mputatioa;  These 
constituted  the  sum  total  tf  thtir  comttiiasariait.  The  auffioient 
potations  of  oilj  old  Jamaicir  haef  foMolred )  atid  witk  a  sense  of 
,^h}r^idd'  satisfaction  whieh  greatly  hiigfateaeA  the  pcofepect, 
Oilptaih  Po^gy  leaned  back  agdnst  th4  shaft  of  ther/troe,  mA 
dosed  U»  eves  hi  otder  jnsily  t^  tvjtfy  It. 

l%af.^ihplacent  sort  c^  wtety  which  xtmMy  oettvpies^erery 
iniftd',  afU^  'Ifi^  nodn-day  appettite  has  been  rabdi«ed  and  saitis- 
fied,  had  already  seized  upon  our  corpulent-  oaptaai.  Under  its 
piees^  irfflfa^ces,  the  state  df  bli  adaits  began  to  look  less 
gloomy.  The  6(rcumstiUi^es  which  more  paftienkuiy  pras^ 
updn'his  theugfais  at  tKis  junchire^-^the  Urns  of  ids  late  enipluy- 
menl  the  inrolvement  of  hSs  esoates^  the  supposed  abdactien  of 
aff  m»  negrcfe^  tfte  danger'  which  ttoeatened  at  die  hands  cf 
certain  ci'e^Btors —stalks,  hi  dioak,  lyiog  in  Wait*  Mkeitigi6rs  of 
ihe  land,  seeking  irh&t  they  may  devcmr-^tbese  cnnrdbigaod 
ditnnal  figures  upon  his  landscape  wirich^  before  he  dined*  kaitl 
rendered  his  ^cmghts  a  vety  jmvgle,  worse  tiian  Indian,  of  lions, 
tigets,  bid  snidtes  of  mammoth  dimensions^^with  the  consutamn- 
tion  of  ihe-iidota-Aay  mM,  rcrti-eated  fh>m  belbiie  has  path,  dis- 
armed of  mbbt  ef  iheijf^rMM,  and^'diongh  still  ktrldng^  atid  stfll 
tk&sSl^  l<i^iuig  sd'  lit^  capable  of  doing,  mischief,  that  our  eaf* 
tain  began  to  wonder  at  Ms  own  feebleness  of  soul  whick  h$i, 
%nC  a4ittle  ifhll^  befoi«,  so  greatly  aknaed  his  en^heir  aeoount. 


A  mild  and  soothing  languor  of  mood,  as  if  by  magic,  changed 
and  modified  all  the  figures  in  his  landscape :  and  Nature,  hav 
ing  gained  tune — which  is  the  best  capital,  after  all,  as  well  in 
morals  as  in  war — it  was  surprisinff  how  grateful  and  agreeable 
became  the  philosophy  Which  i^e  naa  ^nu^ht  our  captain.  He 
actually — tp  the  iMuusevient  pf  .L«nce  Frampton,  who  had  tried 
in  vain  to  soothe  his  melancholy  mood  as  they  rode  together 
before  diti[icr«*i-'beg«fttii>  ohtMJde.alottd,  yet  uncopffcuMi^^ dn- 
nng  hi»  nvrnvj,  mmI  -fiaiaUj?  a&j^ded  V>  bin  y<ffmg.UeiitQnaiit  im 
opportunity  to  4wil  iu«i,.g^il  huffi^redly*  i^nhis  fiu44eiit)h«ngi» 
of  huHMMT,  b^  sDiftpiiig  his  fivg^^rs  in  the  fur,  as  if  «^t  the  Sig^ 
of  Bone  enemy,  whom  be  li#d  fixoceaffoUy  combat^ 

^Well,  I  tty,  oaptluti»  yon  dpi,';t  pfoem  qn^  fo  fickpf  )^e^ 
yon  said  you*  were  befove  diiui^.    I  reckflu  joo  won'^  h^  ^oof^ 
fang  yanr8«&f,.as  y^a  tl^ipf^ate^ed,  otply  a  little  while  agQJ' . 
~    Z^Well,  boy^  what  A^^t    Is  Uf<^iesa  )Aa^h3ovie;J^ef»jt^e  ome 
leams  ifa>  laiigh  aA  tiatf  jwell  .a^  h4^e  it  r 
*^Brt;  yon  donft  bate,  i*,|;>aplWl--;BO»ri^w;'  . 

^No^aai  for  «  good Jleason^'—bqcanp^  I  np^  loQg^  f^ar it  j[ 
sea  tboTwotfit  of  ii.  I  Recall  tbiit  it  cai^  4Qi  ^4  aU^hat  i^  cafi 
deny,  and  I  feel,  let  it.do4ts  wo»6t»  that  I'm  the  n?^  for  it*!  .^ 
**  And  what's,  feliada  yw  4^,  W¥cb  atvqoger  now  iff,  ^ary  i^ap- 
toki,  than  yaairare  onl^aa  ho^r.agona?"  asked  tbeyojoth^ witfi 
an  insiniatinfg  ohitckle. 

*'I)iniieri  yoa  dog,  I  sufipove^-dionQgr  and  drinlf*    Is  that 

what  j<nL  mean 2  ,    Well-*-I  grant  you.     We  aye  ciDeatuiep 

^afj^nft  KtTM^^iArft  p^f^fplffl^  "^ithg£;Of  wbJdi  have  jgrfe^t  pl|y 

Bt-tmy  tana  hn  the  aaae  of  a^»an  not  absottttely'arrfanaSc  gra 

%>mta>   ;ThcL  aaimarVcgto^pg  .tba  ^ftml  maat  the  moral  np^ 

^edai  the  ^ntrari,    Tlr^  .^>»  f^OffiMtff  when  o5er5)5^|^M}» 

aacendancy  OTgrj^  atbefc,  and.  ^^y-ma^  afc^wle<fi:e  ^ 

Irtk^ndency.    B^Mte  flhtoeri  my  animal  man  ^^g^&jgexad  «lff^■ 

fyjT       I  wolfish.    It  ii^e«3^  >nta  saVage  and  sour,    I  foutd  na^^^hjjjijt 

ijuuily.     r  oould  notjm)|ier^  w^igb  «d  deteflogapf)  Jipon  ,tbp 

^;jraltta  ofL  the  fiigtslin  ay  own  ^/itn^ilg^"  "T  ^Y,^g^y«^A<^  *|1 

I  tie  aia  of  jB»rtin)eij5f^^  favas;t^fera  ^a.  my  ffpyj&rty  ^  my  jnya* 

^ffSG^T'ind  the  ■  feroci^  f^y cL  of  mv  aaditgg,    y y;  sai^LJfty 

'^__lhe  nJ^ercy  oT  tpy  liliswaftTu  ~Ba^  m^  mi,nd 

aoqi^ad  fioffeidbf   Xba  #ild  beafst  mi^  lMM^k  into  bis  jui^^ 


'^l 
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itod  the  man  o^ce  iioce  Ntidk^d  erect,  luting  bo  f«ar;  fRiBos- 
ixpby,  my  boy;  appfaH^  ojMe  sMre  to  comfcirt  Bie#  mi-  tb&khd- 
#Qife  growji  bxigbl:  luid  bmotifiil  heScitb  my  ^^entng  Btm," 
''Wen,  all'tt  light  ft^n,  cfipt«iB»'mntil  yougHlitixigiy  agm^' 
"Poh*  pdh!  ho  J. — infklent  £3r  the  da^  is  the  evil  thereof. 
Qojl  wi]l  pcovide^  Vox  me  not  with  whAt  io^nbrrow  may 
kriog  lorth,  or  roAise  to  being  forth.  To-day  ia  aeotire.  That 
iaienoi^b;  end  .the  .philosophy  ^ioh  to-day  haa  bibnghl,  wfl), 
no  donbt,  reconcile  me  to-morrow.  H^ar  ^on*  Labee  ?  It  hihe 
fimt  >oli^  in  » time  ^t  diffik^trity  xnt  dafigwr,  alwliyl  U  luMrih'e 
worst ^tievier  t|»  hid^'  the  MuOk-fiM^m  yourteff— Inaver  to  pof- 
•sttadefyionrflielf  thivt  the  efvU^il  tmrealyAiM^that  (Ii3iga  aro  beM<fr 
than  they  really  are.  Whj9n  yoi*  (kno^  the  worst,  you  kabm 
exaetfy  whlat  ii  to  he^dm,  #ai  ntfafcl  Js  Jto  be  endwed.  la  time 
^  WktfUMk'  tbeeneviJribeibKij^  dtid  arbaiid  jiif%,yda  are 
ipetwed  fto^efeihts  urb^le  jHxengtl^^gblt  Um  Adllcvedit  te  wSbart 
he  can  4.s^  ($^'j|io|^i  iOfd^iiabd  :dstsr»aaai,ltccerdiagly»rtifhether 
it  be  your  policy  to  fight,  or  fly,  or  tfoiinif  *^:«hetl(ca  ^i  can 
iSy-p-^Hi^iKf  mUt  \^\joai  tteatmPffi&yxm'jMdl  and  f#hai  Iff  the 
reasonable  chance  of  safety  or  victory,  jf  yon  reriolve't  lb  figUl. 
In  time  of  peace  the  necessity  is'the;«aiAe*  feaee  ia  (taky  a 
jm^^  ^rfifnl  wilr.  I4fe  it^lf  is  :oinl  war*;  atid  omf  eaattiies 
are  more  or  less  strong  and  numerous,  according  to  circumstaneea. 
.Onie/ef.  th^gveMest.tarfsfonwea  of  jmrn/atnA  ft  ha^  KbeW^mine 
until  this  hour,  consists  in  thQ  ^^teat'TttlttcteaM  of -the  mind  to 
contemplate  and  review,  calmly,  the  difficukiea  wfatcH  sii^Mrund 
»i^-n4o  lo<^  ouri  dangi^  in  -the  faioe,  se^  hdw'they  lifl,.>tliere 
Ibey  di9ealeBiiand  homw^  may  f[5onte»d  agaiasl  Aem.  W/e  «Bfe 
aU  fnite  tei^^t  tojceiufle  teloofc  4t«*  tnWUearand  piftfartbat 
they  shoulli  ienp^i^ai  iii6..ai.Ti^.holiDd,riM*ber  Ifaan  disj|ttiet  buA- 
selves,  in  advance  of  the  conflict,  by  contemplttttng  ^ha  daggers 
with  wln€a';w#:t9Wp]K  UtepOaifibte  to  eeaieod*  I  Ui^e^jnsi  mc- 
ceeded  in  overcoming  this  reluctance.  "X  hdve  aitayed  'l/efbre 
my  aaind's*^^  41  my  MaiQ|Miiie|s,f  luxd  the  ooteeqwante  M  that 
I  aMw  my  ^got«iat  Miem*  Aa  old  Jeny  fiaoferd  Jtaed  to  er^ 
#iit  wnra  M  wfNl  fo  a4fbt,  *  SiMta:te  aptUni; !'  Jtinry^waa  a 
froe  jphaoaoph^rr  Jiisinv^JltQ'shiiUfhe  wk\p:  fiaxfen  fiar  aoihuig 
aeenoa  to  me. to  embody  the  full  ^imount  nf  «iosi  inen-a  matftar 


WOOI>CBAFVj 

"'Well  MW.eaptaki,  it'6  a  fine  philosc^j,  I  rdokon,  tbatll 
bfing  a  ombi  to  Boofa  a  sort  of  feeling.  But,  if  I  may  take  the 
liberty,  I'd  just  Hke  to  know,  hoir  such  a  philosophy  can  put  a 
stop  to  the  tionblt .  make  the  enemy  qmt  the  fieM,  drive  the 
creditoi's  off  the  plantation,  and  fill  the  cpm-crtb  when  it's 
empty?  I  ask  these  questions  with  your  permission,  captain, 
seeing  as  how  you've  been  good  enough  to  talk  to  me  np^n  your 
affairs,  and  year  debts,  and  W)  troubles  from  the  sheriff  that 
you're  so  much  afraid  of.** 

**  Alhdd  of  the  sheriff,  boy !  Who  dares  to  say  that  off  mel 
Never  waa  I  afiraid  of  a  sheriff  hi  my  Kfe.  D — n  him !  Let 
fahn  come.  I  have  the  heart,  or  Tm  no  white  man,  to  take  thfi 
whole  posse  comtains  by  lihe  SQout.'^ 

**  Pbsse  comUaUa  /    Oh,  I  reckon  yon  mean  the  deputies  t^  • 

"  Ay,  ay-^Ae  host  of  depntieB — a  legion  of  de^tetlee  if  yo« 
wffl,  firom  the  Pedee  to  the  Savannah.  But  you  haven't  eaiight 
my  ideas,  Lance;    I  n«st  try  and  be  more  btelligible.^ 

**  I  thank  yott,  captain/' 

^Ton  know,  Lance,  aa  well  as  anybody  else,  that  I*ve  beea  A 
d        d  fool  in  my  tune/* 

^Tes,  captain,  to  be  sore/' 

Porgy's  self-esteem  was  not  pleased  with  so  ready  a  tmt- 


'^^Well,  boy,  I  don't  mean  exaetly  that  How  die  devi  dft> 
yoQ  know  ai^hkig  of  my  fiolly  f' 

««Oh,  lean  gness,  sir." 

**Can  you,  indeed f*  with  a  sardonic  grhi.    "You  are  to6 
knowing  by  half,  rir^-^^presuming  to  know,  for  one  so  young  at 
yodnnlf.    I  mean,  boy,  iktk.  I've  done  a  d  >■   >  d  ^jght  too  many 
IboKdi  thingR.    This  d<to't  make  a  man  vtteriy  a  feol." 
-  -No,captam." 

**  Unless  he  eontinn^  to  do  fiMJlish  things,  mark  you.'^ 

Tes,  captain,  I  see." 

**Most  men,  die  wisest,  do  ibsttsli'  things*  I  don't  icnow,  it^ 
deed,  but  that  wisdom  itself  requir^  to  go  through  a  certab  proba> 
lien  of  foUy,  in  ordcn'  to  acquire  the  degree  iji  knowledge,  irlwch 
flhall  taaeh  what  folly  is — ^what  shape  it  takes,  and  how  It  wrH 
affeet  ns.  I  suppose  that  it  was  in  obedience  to  this  law  of 
nature,  that  my  follies  were  performed.    But  my  error  was  tl'.at 
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^  Gontim^  Vff  probation  {oit^  too  long.  I  waa  ambitipiia»  yqu 
8ee»  of  tbe^bighost  Bort  oC  wisdom.  I  m^de  too  many  ^xpori- 
ments  in  toMj^  and  found  &em  too  pleasant  to  abandon  tbtm  ia 
aeaaont  The  consequence  was,  thai  I  began  fo  grow  wise  only 
B»  I  foif eitfod,  tbe  means  far  furtber  ezperimeni.  Ifj  wisdom, 
bad  its  birtb  in  my  poverty,  and  as  it  was  throogb  my  follies 
tbat  I  became  poor,  I  sappose^  logically,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  was  wise  beeanse  I  bad  been  so  great  a  fooL  Do  yo«. 
comprehend  me  Y* 

«  A  little,  captain;  I  think  I  see." 

''Yon  will  understand  me  better  as  I  go  on.  I  wasted 
money — a  great  deal— ran  into  debt-— sold  negroes — mort- 
gaged others — and  when  I  joined  the  brigade,  my  plantatioa 
was  mortgaged  also — I  can't  tell  you  for  how  much.  But, 
even  if  the  British  and  tones  had  not  stolen  all  the  rest  of  my 
IM^gVPes,  the  sale  of  the  w|iole  <^  them  would  scarcely  have  paid 
the  debt  then,  and  there's  some  six  years'  interest  since.  A 
very  interesting  condition  of  affairs,  you  wHI  admit,  for  my  con- 
templation now." 

"Veryrsir." 

'*Kow,  to  look  iully  these  aSairs  in  the  face  reqwres  no 
small  degree  of  courage.  I  confess,  until  I  had  finished  dinner 
to-day,  I  was  scarcely  the  man  for  it.  But  that  last  draught  of 
tbat  Uessed  and  blessii^.old  Jamaica — did  Ifillhouse  and  Tom 
get  a  good  sup  of  it  ?" 
.  •*  Pretty  giood,  captain," 

"  They  require  good  measure,  both !  Well  Lanoe,  boy,  that 
last  sup  of  tbe  Jamaica  seeded  to  warm  up  my  courage^  and  I 
resolutely  caDed  up  tbe  whole  case,  didn't  suppress  any  of  the 
facts,  looked  at  all  tbe  debts,  difficulties,  duns,  and  dangers,  and 
said  to  myself,  *  A  fig  for  'em  alJ.'  Let  the  lands  gOt  anc^  tbe 
ne^;roes  fOj  and  stUl-^I'm  a  map  !-!»a  man !" 

"  That's  the  way,  captain,"  responded  the  youth,  with  enthu- 
liasm,  seizing  the  extended  hand  of  his  superior,  and  pressing  it 
with  a  real  aJTection. 

*'  It  was  just  when  I  had  come  to  this  conclusion,  Lance,  that 
I  snapt  my  fingers.  I  couldn't  help  it.  It  was  the  spontaneous 
sign  of  my  exultation;  and  as  I  did  so,  I  thought  I  saw  the 
t d  mealy  face,  blear  eyes,  hook  nose,  and  utterly  rascally 


#h<fle,  of  twy  crddltor  M^^wn*,  back  oui  hom  hrfofe  the,  aiirf 
tikd  to  ihe  w6od8  irt  a  fuU  tit«.  Albii^  Vlth  khii  wfeut  ^he 
A«riff  and  the  tdiole  swarin  of  dej^liied,  all  of  irbottt  hat^  been 

dxfitffing  khoiii  me  tite  wtiole  tnonTm^,  dhddiig^  their  d d 

^triits,  ea.  nit's,  4.  fk'6,  )ttid'  a  thtradaAd  other  offensive  6heeU  of 
penaf'parchmcjflt  fn  irtyface.  I  dfacomfteia'tlfe  wretches  by 
tlat  same  snap  of  flie  Angers  j  andsthe^  adopttoh  of  old  Jetty 
ftuiford^  teyof  battle— *HurraK' fo^  liothhig !' has  madt  me 
able  to  back  poverty  and  the  sheriff  into  the  woods  !** 

"  I'm  so  glad,  captain !" — aftei^ir  pattfeJ,  wis  lie  reSpdnteof 
lance  F^amptOnj  bit, -Wth  sbtae  fiesltation,  and  pethapi  not 
well  knowing  how  to;  sbape  the  qfaeMbn  ikildh  !he  oifly  deflreaS 
06  fntfmaU— "  but,  captain,  is  thai!  ail  V'^  Will  it  end  so  f ' 

"Endhow]**  '..'"■  * 

**  WonH  the  sheriff  come  agdn!'*^      ' 
•  •^What  then  f    Oive  Kim  anot!K«r  stiajp  of  the  fingers,  and'lihe 
watery.** 

•*  But  won't  he  take— •*  • 

"  The  property  t    Yes !     I  suppose  after  a  while  I  shaH  have 

to  surrender ;  but  we'll  make  a  d d  long  fight  of  it,*Lajice ; 

and  well  get  terms,  good  conditions,  when  we  give  in — go  off 
with  oiir  sidearmSj  fiag  flying,  and  muMc  playing  the  ^and 
miux^h  •  Hurrah  for  nothing  f  »*  * 

•*  But,  Captain.**  continued  the  yotth, "  1  don^t  altogether  know. 
Tou're  a  man  of  learning,  and  can  tell  much  better  than  me ; 
hut  Vm  T«ther  dubious.  When  I  was  a  boy,  old  Humpbries  of 
t>orchester,fiit)to  of  our  Bill,  you  know,  he  sent  the  shenff 
iit\er  my  ftther,  and  took  him,  and  took  all  the  property  be^dea, 
even  to  the  very  beds  and  bedding.  Now,  won't  they  take  you, 
captain,  if  you  cant  pay  V* 

•*  Take  me,  boy !    Do  1  look  like  a  man  in  danger  troia  the 
claws  of  a  sheriff!    No,  no!    Theye  wiP  be  blows  m^&^  buM- 
©ess.    They  know  better,  Lai^ce^_Jb^  fact  they  are  corite5& 
"^  dwllng^wlh'a  gentleman  and  a  soldier,  to  take  his  bagga^ 
wti^uu»,  hW  im^iim€mta,  and  that  purely  out  of  kindne^aa 
^  A*^y  de«5re  lo  fi\>e  ^Hu  tK>m  all^aSv^l^ces,.  They  will  hardl  j 
^Ttt^mptToetew    'Mat  d        i  baip\\  JI^Kewn,  wiB  be  ^uUc  con- 
teat.  I  $u«pect,  to  take  the  plantiUiou.    There  are  no  uegroef 


PHILOSOPHY  IN  ¥M  ^^^AR'S  WALLET.  ffS 

•^TiWft!  dli,iyi    Anfl  jrcrtrHKnkTi'oijiBiiMbr* 

eertairiy  Wi^.  '"'Am  xnhid,  Yoin  ii  HkBkd  for  my  iehUf,  iini  H 
may  fo  t!h«t^^e^f->— d  Ml  6tii  tt^iSMt  ot  dhetfff  DiftjrlfAti^ 
tli&t  h6  <^  tiAL^Tbm;    Bnt^hef  il^aH'  liave  a  Kiiit  hi  sea^ti  df  j 

fore  1*dtt'.  7f CT(tt  fa  Virtu^y  a  free  man.  Tt^B  ttae,  being  a 
afebtbf/I' j^'^^i^^  frefjdott  npoii  Wto.  !Btit;Iift  a  ghetW 
tSftUQli'hitoi,  atid  rfl  p^t  k  bttft^  throngh  Mb  idiaplii'igtii.  I  t*fl(l; 
by  Jty)ireifl  If  I  Wt  ^<>  tbat/Lanfce— tf  tfiel^e'6  iio  eecrtpe 
Ust  l!Wh—i«r^diey  may  tfefee  lite  irBeii  I'ni  tfagplng— kfter 
fflim^r,  Mttfp^— j^feA;  t  tftjati  till  l^otp^  Lkirc^ ; .  rll  flhddt  him 
--h^T*6>n— WM^  td' sare  trm.    "^ife^^^^^  — 

fiSthiTilly  served  a  g^demarf.    fife  JflTaH  ti^^t  faH  ftiST^ StF 
hands  of  a  scamp.     I'll  sacrifi^  him  as  a  bumt-oflferiflg^  Ibr  my 
nns  and  his  own.    T^m^  Vm  fVi|T>Tring,  wpnld  rather  d?e  my 
jilftve;  lihjmi  Mv^  a  tfiotiWijI^AifflntifH^  afafttifii^^ 
"**"  He  '^  loVe  ?V^  Captain.  ' '  ^  ' 

*•  An'd  t  We  Imn:  *  llri  W  rasijrt,  1  do  4ove  him.  Sfb  make* 
the  finest  stew^of  any  cook  i^  OaTolina,  He  ishall  (^6dk  for  m% 
as  long  as  l^m  abfe  tc|  eat';  atid  "Wb^  Ttfy  nOt,  we^  ^<ffl  Wh  be 
willing  to 'die  together^*'*      "     "■      ' .  ' 

*''Well,'b^^capu^  "    '!^ 

•*Ah!  yes.  \':W<d'%tjs  ^n^osihg  that  iH'i  gotie,  lAiidk  nei 
groea»  bag^^ — i^'ih^  impedimenta.  B very thiii^  btrt  iPdm — 
£nd  wfaat  therif  That  fe  thd  noinl  Which  1  have  lifrtfe^dl  and 
\6  w^cfi  my  pbiloiopby  reeoilales  me.  It  Is 'stilt  ^ssible  fdr 
me  to  live." 

"plHjr«^"sir^'  ■  '  ;' 
'  "Hpw'^ie  devif  should  yon  ki^oNRr  t  I'o  be  Sttte,  I'  cbuld  five 
brecis^ly  119  you  'an(H  a  tbonsaiid'  others  Would  Ifte ; '  bit  y'crti  See, 
jLan^^ufe  is  ^  very  Aifi^rent. thing  to  diifer^iii  p^r^otrts.  "Owo 
man  lives  like'  a  dog,  a'tog,  a  skunk,  a  'coon,  or  even  a  cabbage; 
With  such  a  person,  yoif  can  des'pdit  lihn  of  nothib J  by  any  pto«- 
cei^.  Toacan  not  job  him.  Thieves  can  not  break  ih^'his 
pr^nises  W's^c^^  I'ak^^  sdl^e  has,  and- he  lodes  nothhig^  He 
ck-j  ifill'Ma  ^i[)bag6— Vifaid^r  lies  conveYitently  bfefbre  Mmirt 
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every  puddle — and  he  may  swallow  bat  without  evp^  vejUDg 
the  fears  of  a  dMmncJeonf.  ;He.:i^iQluiOFl€|dj(es  pj)^  the  priaeiplQ 
of  distension,  not  of  taste  or  even  appetite,  «^i  tlysr/^  la  no  stint 
9f  gf]^  a^  vi^sfw.^smrYP^g,  V%^>  '  ^^^hf^f  ?tT  !^^>  ** 
^t^  him  tbe^  whole  bodj;  of  law^  fn4  bis  ^ut  J^  J<u;^g  sinpo^ 
he^  practised  in  ^ding;  Its  wiqt  into  the  pot^^hiils  after  the 
erop  has  been  wi^idrawn..  But  to  i^concile  a  inan«  wi.th  my 
trauiing,  to  such  a  life,  requires  a  rare,  j>Wlo8oph7  iiidejed,  Howt 
with  such  ta^cs  ^  mine^am  X  tp  live  ?t— how  dig  | — where  find 
potatoes,  ai^  with  what  substitutes  for  tea,  and  coffee,. and  Jar 
maic^  re&)^h  the  inner  man  1  .Thair  %  shoid^  be  able  to  cry 
'Hnn^h  for., nothing!'  with-pfu^ct  good-bupi^,  afiter  siifh  a 
survey  of  my  case,  is  the  ^Ipfjons  triumph  tha(;  Ibave  t^us^day 
achieved.  ^fTould  y^u  bdieve  it»  liaifceji  that  I  f^  out  of  the 
war  with  a  paltry  eleven  guineas  in  n^  pock^  j  ,  A'f^  ^^  ^ 
all  I  rei^ly  own, in  the  world}  bu^-;-"  . 

"Captain!"  .  \         . 

"Well!"  ,  .  7;,   .,  .      ^ 

"I've  got  a  lettle  moire  than  that^  Here's  twenty  guineas 
that  Colonel  Singleton  gave  me  more  than  ^  month  ago.  If 
you're  willing,  we'll. |>iit  j)rours  ancl  min^  in  the  sax^ie  bag,  ^nd 
yon  shall  have  the  k^epii^  of  i^" 

"  Yofi'ce  a  good  boy,  !Lanceji,and  I  love  you ;  but  d — n  your 
guineas.  What  should  make  yon  think  that  I  want  'emt 
What  should  make  you  think  so  mj^anly  of  me  as  to  su^^pose 
that  I  would  rob  yo^  of  your  little  stock  in  trAde  f 

"  But  it'$  no  fobberjf,  captain — I'm  glad  to—" 

"Pooh,  pooh  !  put  up,  your,  guineas,  X^ince.  Tou'U  want 
'em  all  Don't  I  know  you  ?  Are  you  not  goii^  to  many  that 
pretty  little  witch,  Ellen  Griffin  ?»» 

"  Well,  sir — I  reckon.    Yes,  sur,  Ellen  and  me—" 

*^  Give  her  the  bag  to  keep !  Don't  trust  yourself  wit^*  U,  or, 
Ifx  90(me  fit  of  fo%,  you'll  be  tor  giving  it  to  some  other  person^ 
who  win  take  you  at  your  word,  ion  will  want  all  that,  an^ 
even  more,  to  begin  your  career  in  this  world.  As  for  me,  I  sea 
exactly  what  I  am  to  do,  and  will  tell  you." 

"  I'll  tha,nk  you,  sir." 

"  Th^e  was,  many  years  ago,  an  pM  Frenchman,  that 
pa^ie  into  our  neighborhood.    He  was  the  most  dwarfish  and 
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diUd^tip.  iiiUe  friicHr  in  llie  'vmrlS;    He  iv««  as  poor  «a  Job's 

^ Wb J  ita  Job^s  t«Ad]r  sorpoor^  icai^n  t^ 

*•  I  8«p|^o«e  tb«t,'  being  »  fftvorkor  nith  Job  himaelf,  bw  wife 
never  fed:  k^  BM^  don't  intOTnipt  me  by  a^ng  sncb  b  di  ■»  "*4 
anncveitaiy  queitkm,  Lance  I  As  I  vraM  Bteyiag  x>i  Mm  Frenoli- 
Inm,  be  "wai  mretebedly  'poori  in  p«ne  -hb  in  body^,  oiwaed  no 
goods  ihat'l  wM  Me  extmpt  the  ^lotbes  (m  hh  b|iok>  and  » 
wiaeraibl#  little  eiwglei-baftel:  Urd-gon,  snail  hi  bofo,  but  some* 
iUng  tiiHe^  tfaiui^  ewaer.  The  <inly  luxniy  tbat  tbe  old  fei- 
4(nr nM^tfi  in  wns eiraffi  aiUl  wMi' thiSfMs  pppef  %rhis  sliiri- 
bosom,  eoat^sieisTe/atid  toM  p6bket»  weire  all  djried^deepl^  wiiii 
»*  nev«Ar4liBing  $aflh>tt  bfown.  Bis  snuff,  gun,  a  supply  of  pei^- 
der'attd  diot»  a&d  an<6ld  box  vritb  some  mean  «dokiHg  «pparatili, 
were  bi^  only  posseidottSi  I  donbl  if  be  bad  a» '  estva  palp  of 
breeebee.  Ste  aiigbted  ^^Uenly  in  tbe  Helghbotbood,  and  pre- 
aenHd  ^Uibarif  bbfove  me,  wilk  a  poUle  bow^  and  a^  most  per- 
Mafliire  gite. 

*^*Mottitenr  B»i^,  I  yer  of  yout  Ton  e'dl  let  nk^  live  eti 
yo«r  platttation f  i>w&  ia  ohe  bonse  ob  log  by delartl^  aaraiwpi 
Dere  i^  be  nobody  li<re  in  bbn  \  *'8pose  yon  e^dl  softb  «ie>  I 
e^att  Ifve^  in  Mnal  •  I-  hmp^  so  meefey  to  pay f '  I  Ihre  by  my 
leeA^  gon !  I  s'all  Awd  yoar  Itlle— ^  d«»v>e,  de^^^wbat  yda 
rM  bbi^  patriae,  de  sqniiret,  de  lUbit,  all  de  leede  beast  '  I 
»  tfobbto'db  deW-  and  de  big  bij^'^de  toikey  1  Ten  e'all 
eofiVe  me  ditt  leotle  bonse,  and  to  bill,  fermy  leetle  denen  deite 
itotfe  bird,  and  d^  leefle  beasts^  I  ^all  be  v^e  tree  bemble  sat- 
'▼imt  twe'  t^)a»aIld  times,  and  i'all  t'anik,  iVee/  se^en,  ^bt,  fiv' 
ttmeiov^afr!^  •  »         '  ■    -^      /...-.. 

^i  foMdMM  tsi  tb^  VevymoderMe  ^ntreiii^ ;  bat  oA^d  tbat 
lie  iMidd  Hve  witb  me^^offb^d  bbn  mofeisy-^biA  be  tefiisM 
^fvtttyihiH;  btittbjd  almpleplrhyeges  wbieb  be  iqrpied  Ibf,  <to  Ivr' 
jn  de  leetle  pole  boose,  by  d^  leetle 'i^anl|>,  and  UU  dekwde 
'Mrde  imdbeaats/  Tbei^, aecotding^yt'tbiB pool? fellow  Ht^^fer 
%ievim  fe&t»,  literally  on 'fiotlifng.  Be  Woiild  aeeept  «»  gifts, 
And  eiNm  strove  to  pnt  the  nnder  obligation^.  Ify  lor  eiaaiple, 
'  be  sbot  a  pair  of  -fine  Erigllsb  dncks,  wbicb  iras  somethnes  the 
ease,  he'wbuld  bring  tbem  to  me  witb  «  grateM  giin*^ 

H«ltoiislsnf  Fetgy,  yon.s'l)  dome  de  teF  great  beaBeniv' 
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**]kt  first  I  aeeeptod.  Mit  yfhtat  heMeaA'^  Mfoidi  Aqj;  Jitij^S 
refused  his  game,  except  as  a  purchase.    His  want^'were  ffMr 
and  easily  provided.     IBs  pciwAfv  and  ihtt,  hit  ^oaffrsmimAfe^. 
std*  and  iugar,  oil  tIaA  niiegar»-*<M.  these  h»  pimtared  frm  d  ped- 
lar who  went  the  ionnds  «f  tJw  'paliith  at  steMd  p^iioasi     Tn 
procure  these  ailicl«%  he  fl4ld  %t  tb«'0rolfr«ofKl8^'ar  jfefr-Mghhwr-  . 
ing  £Hn9ies^  ihia  snirpliM  gaM.    He  planAeda'oewpW^f  afcrea  ^ 
«covn  and  p^as,  joat  ah<M'his  babttMion,  whidk*  unlcc  Us  «iM- 
¥«tion«  TieUed  Mrite  m  thme  «a  4meh  ati  €Af  4tr«i  of  ;Jaj  .hast 
^mrctR.    His  *  £et(»d/  bosidet*  wtaa  Itftolly  pvocutf^d  hf  hiM  fUQ^  griit 
he  was  not  a  mxt^Mv^  sbM.  JSmtJm  <ira»  tuditfctiaifcitB  n^Mj- 
tfawgfater  6f ^4e  /<fetfe  hitds/    tte  abowed  few  prieftMiceik^  iP 
the  dove  and  partridge  did  not  Icome  imitiedtMely  m  liis  mnjy  be 
shot  down  irobdf^Qcker  asd  Jbhs^ay.    The  hawJ^  vfas  Mit  f^ 
jeetedftosihie  ctMik-pdt.t  He  hi^urinledia  'oooq  and  ^Hwiwai 
when  he  codU  g«t  dieili,rf|nd'wttlkMtfiii.f)tj»et^^te  fra^fUMi^ 
w«iit4Mi  itbe  iwgb^rbibi^  Hufi^  r.tbto  ja^fMea;.    iE^:  daMtfr^qiiifPMl 
that  his  birds  and  beasts  should  be  utterly  stale  bffe«B  .h|^  f^ile 
them.  *  His  Mrdtr  vaa  liung;  rwith  foirdf ,  l>f  ^  aD|rt%  elmoil  drop- 
pM^  to  piee^^  beft)re  iicf  tUongUt  4kem  weUl  &a.ym»him^^49T 
'hia  p^afte.  :a?hem  with  a4ittU  ^OU'^lfm^t^  pep|feft.l^  ^mtOfi 
hm  w^EoiMiih  the  relish  olm^iwh^  haa<^atent(rf  aipiikiedly  fla^ 
He  wito  always  )eUesfcUaa  atark.    Be  ^ng  anfl  eym^  ^bueiB 
-alone  beneMh  li]9<tittes.    Se  bad  bemi  en  the^ffhice  /qr:IAkMI'0i 
yean  wheiK  he  ^«nt  eC«ifeddeid}r,  on  foot*  to  ObarbsMgu   Whm 
he  retonied,  he  ;br««gb(  \mk  wUi  bin  an  old  vfcdili,  tine  fVflaat 
looking  thing  in  iblie  ^iTcitid,  t>ii«2  ataffeft  U^  ^e  wr^  WitH  tffe 
fweetett  nmai^  irUdi  Hm  «ld  £eBow  bvmigbt  owk^th^ibigvdar 
skill.    The  instrument  was  a  genuine  Oremona — a;  iknottt  AHf^ 
oile^'*-»i«hicbb  As  I  iHttid  out  dftowwiMPd*  hiJ  Wd  4ift»  j»»pfl|vfn  in 
Abe  cHyw    tta  hap)wiwM  w*s  f^le  «o]|i|deti)  wbe«  lifted  i»*- 
^toened  it    t  toften  stvoUed  oot^tai  kemk  hitn  play^    O^bftd  mo 
4|ip4raitig£^.  .i^»«verootnpbiB«d-*-^€tvet  #veti^ited.n- 
was  alirays  t^ady  widi  a  'grin  nf  ^ood  hutior^^onile  he.4e«|d 
WA.  ett  aocoiMit  df  the  i^eculiatly  ai«fi>mttd  niOutb  whieb  iie 
•flfwMid  ;i-^and.so,.for  myHb  yearsp  he  livedo  eatinely  compaim- 
tess.    T«i  be  had  ^ridtert^  and  of  hi4  own  eontttryanan.    M 
Ghristmasi.he  Iwmelinee  had  no  less  Ant  three  or  feujr  gaeata* 
who  ease  ngaan  at  the  ol0se  of  apriag.    Wthtnaft  :be44ing  or 
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cmrtidbf/^xo^tirliui  Bcmttint  for  liimMlf|.dfA)r:iMiManed*  liMi 
JiiB&iMM4ii|B«|  week  tMi  emii  otoiakhj .  I  warn  imtiflasifo  «tt 
h^ih^twoiMietib&tUM  ikmuMiiahFrkyn  pti&  Inmia  rkU  iAop 
i  iieaid  irf  iteb  cndvidi  He  4geMik>A  A«Hi!^iiriflL  ofpen ^fan^i. 
They  were  welcome  to  »^]  h*^  ^^  ^^\  ^  ^^^^*^*ftfcg^  V"*^ 
'^Itflf  **«TiiT;    ^  T»^ii^  '»^fli^ Joar  rii»ni»  cay^  .plmet  by:  tfie  €re- 

"^^wptiferg^™  MiAliaAiitf  than,  aa  Mhttf  ka^^^^^tAiUk 

morniDg  meal,  W-wtmH-niy  — -SJgfMm^rjfllji  friinMHflc::jffi  fr*^^^  jfjr 

ghoot  d#*  mfffwjLiiJ^n'  JJi^TkaJ  ttepof^ Jlis'  gBD^  andf  they 
^omr^iai  MetmMur  Blq^eolad  t9  §aA  hisowa  diaaar;  Wd  he 
ifbi  iii  ikapaiebcowitarai  lUem  on  ibm  rtfhteifroin  a  laam- 
-ing'B  Met»(Miy;la|d'ihiivbaga  ferere  iidlN<^aad  miab.Mi  jaaetat- 
(taantl  Xfiey  kfflad  aTtejrthing'Alwl  cwnriiiei  tfieff 
MMK  ho«i«!yttv<l&«|paiid  «fae « bi^  hbde  itti^bbaifeij'  .[J^  Fivfacl- 

iflARttf  thaiyifaU  licked  tba  pntaipdse^wUck  MqnM  iebg  add 
lUMiil  misAndgfL  TMr  laif^  yiotera^iof  tberhiad  kind, 
tvat^teakfofci;.  flie  afoinBLaiid  ifcv  Kdbbitiwem tfie^iman  dabf 
nrlnA  apibCM.  A«ii»  aoabilMm  ia  veipeel  ^a  2ktg6  hm^boM 


.  <«^iivw^  iljifiea,  j«liM:I  .hma  to4|i  ]ion  iihai :  fa|Mt)r. '.  2^a*r  «ftd 
LouIbDu Boarg is^ead :  but  he  has  leift'Ba4>i'''®i<>"#l*li  ^ ^ 
SwS^hmr,  I  "Mor  dire,  •■  Iiiqppiior  Jnd  astjadfytodiaily  id  he 
«^tfaat  i8;^|Rhtea  all^a  erafl  aud  ilMflne  aieh  tbeiiMlBt*  I^hail 
ttwa^ion^ to  iBliing 'de Jealla biaA  ahd^keliatbe^ 
aai ■oma/gieatflMn'B yim)etty>  X  can  iiiroly ]9a4{  thia  piKvdci^ 
ftoid  aoBeifimy^tlianodataBi  aad,  wfthitwv'aaaoaQf  tolendile 
iaiidi.I.i^ll.lKie  iattd^hfll  wty^vwn  bortif  siqRriand  di^  my  eaxli 
polalDaB)  leaikangr^Q^m&OBBMfl  ielI>B^idiickatedvbbdft>adHp 

.  Inaot  pdv«Uv«*d  allots  awl  i^  tdble^  pt)an%»  as  I  mtaMhto 
^foifiathing  <of  «  hiititeir»  to  early  <eaoiigk«Tieiiko&  4^  itaikal  io 
procure  me  an  occa^ftmalideiojjolai  ot  'gaodi  JaqniikaJ  <  (Baifaapp , 
in  process  of  time — but  I  need  look  no  farther.  £nough,  Lance, 
my  boy,  that,  like  my  old  Frenchman,  I  shall  be  able,  once  or 
twice  a  year,  to  entertiun  my  old  friends.  You  shall  come  and 
see  me.  Lance,  you  and  our  friend  here,  Sargeant  Millhouse ;  he 
jihall  help  me  set  my  snares,  and  you  will  help  me  kill  my 
*  leetle  birds  and  blasts,'  and  with  a  *coon  and  'possum  hunt,  by 
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nightt  im  dudl  lajr  in  ssffident  etore  ?f  Teniafm  finr  s  mreok's  «»> 
torUunmoat  of  uij  friends/  Tfacira»  hoj^  h  m  fnmgbct&»  yoa.; 
uA:,'  after  mirttymfi  kt  I  tan  ntg  mt;  baairtilgrv  ^a^  'with  a  pU- 
l0Mf  by  dmfc  is  qnila  doasoliiig*^  Harmb  ibr  notiiteg  i  Lei  tba 
irorldsiMUil— Sessa.'"    ' 

""Ob!  oapUfai/'  ioiied  Iba  j^nik,  leofai^'  affactionaltfy  the 
band  of  his  aiipatior»  "^jsn  sba'n^  wovM-^^yoii  sbaf«*t  ball  aad 
boe  com  and  potatoes,  watle  I've  1^  baiWb  to  te  it  fo^  yon  V 
ni  oonw  and  liv^  Wkbyov^  and  work  for  ymi-^'. 

^Ttw  forget,  Lanoay  70b  aid  soon  to  hltviB  a  wflbk*^. 

^  lVne««^o  be  vara/*  anuare^d  tbeotiiep,  alaggaBed  A»r  a  mu^ 
maal ;  bat  ^fdokljr  reodteiing;  ba  «riad*4*«*^Tlia%  ita^taiBi  yon 
nmst  cone  uid  live  wiib  tne;   -fiUan.  witt  f  ba  f|lad,  and-^'^  - 

**lEcm*)ti9  a  go<kl  Miow^  Lateo^nij^  lad/and  I  fcve  jrOu,  tboagfa 
I  aool  t&iik  tfiat  I  sbaM  ^ei*  ixi  iMa  to  heoame  ^aur  g«Mi. 
*Ttronldn*t  fenk*  L««ea  it  woidd  be  all  cigbt  <  tbaft  7M  lahoiiid 
life  wMl  asa^and  I  dmst  imt^  upaa  tbat(  boy,  until. 70a  am 
ErizfyaMknied.  Far  aae*  al  tba  wmit^'old  Lone  Ba  TkwgVi 
flan  is  Ibe  oaly  one*  It  tpffi  base  a  b«k  of  indepandenaa^  ct 
least>-aBd  tbal  is  a^ays  a  (maiterof  great  ^abia  to  apeoioaaf 
mj  temper.  Bat,  hey !  wbat's  tbe  outcry  from  Tom,  and  nrfao 
avetbadel  Haip  baMr«inaap»l4aiae,luid  see. iOti)Botur weapons. 
JtlookslfjbaaBorprisar 

By  'diaA  of  gtaat  exai^oiis'  on  bis  own  >part;  and  witb  the 
^stMitious  iialp  of*  bis  Meutaaamt,  tba  fange  bulk  of  Oaptain  ¥orfgy 
-mm  lifted  into  tbe  parpendiaiflar,  aad^  in  a  moiaentt'Lanee  and 
Uinelf  weea  pwparad  to  make  battle  aa  if  an  cneaiy  ivaia  apan 
titem.  Tbaaaase«f  Uie  akrm  ^aaa  soon  oitplaineMl ;  and  Ton, 
die  oookf  aaoampanied  by  BergaaatMiliboaaa,' rapidly  ap- 
proadied  at  tbe  ^somraaBd.of  Posgy>  bnnging'wiftii  theaitmi  of 
tba  escaping  frigithraafton  tbe  wagao  of  lfr&  ikdaigb  |  naBBely. 
Jolui,  otberwise  8yiTest^,4be  slave  of  tbe  widow  and  Pdmp^, 
JQniav,  belonging  to  Oaptain  Poigy  biuieK 
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!  <),HAPTER  XX. 

'  to'  i<5Afite'!   THE  eAMP  TN  BIOTION. 


"^Hbeb's  a  smash-and-tearJt.  MNoniitnioer.aaptaiii  F^^tfff, 
as  ever  70a  did  see/'  quoth  BlyMntMiliirnMe»  adyiptiag  be- 

and  dis" — thrnstiiig  bis  band  familiarly  into  tbe  wool  of  Poiiqpe^ 
mA  (dUlagcftkb  Jto^antuA^^^^  Oa^  oar*  owii  littfe  :BMip/you 


««Litile!  Tbe' ftaW^a as  «aii ^m yM  an.  WbyvPMnpl  li 
ttet^oivlyiyl  WWra  bikv^ytm  b^aaT  What  areyo«4bmg 
b9i«r1  i  1%^  told  meyoa  were banied  off  bj  the Bfitiik'' 

^I  gl&t%ay,<Maim» !  Deytief  tte^  b«i  I  git  NrWy !  How 
yoa  Mor,  Masr  Ctippbl  -  >Gtod  Aln^tyl  I  so  >gkd  for  see 
yea  i^  aiMfc  ^fe  fctiow  rad  fertrnvi  aAd -shook  his  mastev's  band 
with  the  eag^rfieto  iAfMi  wfaieh  cue  welo^ues  tfaa  lestftiend  m 
•be  wtt(d>.''-«Ohf  ttimsa^it's^  de  btassed  ting  yotf  is  oswe; 
Ton  hal»  s^ord^^aod!  g«in.'  Timmne'  itek*  haste  now;  De  U»ry 
got  We^'^gM  Bmi  tod  BiH  iuid  Josey/Iit^  Peter,  and  all  of 
irtB,*aiid  Tdby,  and '  Jlipe,iand  flam,  an'  iXb  ofdem  b'loiig'  to 
Hiss  Ebleigb :  and  be  bab  catch  Miss  Ebleigh,  shese'f,  and  his 
sm,  Uhm  ikrVmt;  ^aftd  ^e  ohe^b^v  Mr.  F^bam,  and^de  'wA^n, 
and  little  Peter,  and  all — only  Mr.  John  Bylbester,  yer,  an4 
mei  P^M^,  i^W  ^em  legs^  and  git  Vay.^' 

•* WhACi«hi(  jhi' •■  1  doestbe^ftm^wjuM^^fliMfiftt  What^ithe 
figmttolel'^' 

^le^  «  Suisse,  tftpfiAi,  and  no  ntfstake/^  ^t  h^  Sergeaat 
Mllftoase,*' a  smaAf-ond-tear-it  business!  as  I  said hefeiFe*  You 
aee,  the  tories,  so  they  call  'em,  half  a  dozen  or  more,  in  nrigbty 
stihmge  clothes  and  looks ---^'* 

^He  fhee^  And- head  «fi  btiry  id  bait  and  whisper,  manssa^  da% 
IrCK,*!  hiteifpos^  John  l^vestet. 


**  Have  laid  an  amlraBcade  finr  this  lady,  her  son,  omraeer, 
wagon,  and  negroesy  and  these  two  chaps  hare  slipped  oat  of 
the  scrape." 

"Eh!  What's  thisf'  denumded  Porgjj^ at  once  beginning  to 
perceiTe  that  the  afUf  ^pbftse^sed  sotn^  essentials  of  importance 
**  Do  yon  mean  to  uj^  tW  this,  amjbmsh  jbas  (^ee^-set  to-daj^- 
that  Uiese  things  have  only  now  taken  plaee  t  Mow  long — fel- 
Uiir~)ro»^«hkt'a  TMTflMM  I*' 
'  inawas^sia  v.jMMi'XxyiMjfiec* 

*«  What!  Mass  Porgy,  yon  no  'member  me» Jok».%lbaBlHW 
wkm^  l>a»g  i»  ni4w  EbWgfcl^   X  pf»  I  'JMnh*  fMi  «»' 


;^N^Mitteiil  "fobe  sor^IrtmemUer.fMiMln^etia  |r^ 
great  grandmother,  too,  if  yon  desire  it,  bnt  we  need  say  ntolUai^ 
fltf  6Vbtt  how,  rwhmm  m  ysar  iwntginr,  J4hl  ??   r 

''DaabwiQ^lMs  C^N^t^mtbil  Mi  faiw  >#ine«D  /te 
plantiftitti«:jeB'  Am^  bjr.ds  faadei«reek  vba'  iMioiit  ^TTiiidH^ 
swatiip.  DefaweonMl  deeiMsniiifde'lMHr  M^wUdq^v.  He 
riuiDt-*i-Ilsir'cl  1^  kW  IMar Arr>iit)an<l  da obe'shen^oYMBew^ 
-N*4e  tiyrib  misli8«f.rdtan.  Jm  jwipi  wt*  *pm  ire  peoyls  wvl  4e; 
wages*  anA  J  MidBpai  be  oatob'  iTe  tl41,  ti^il^^  we  two^  me  Mi 
Fenp,ge(k;offt9di»^|Keed«.  Dey  im^b^Misr  M«  bniweiefein 
ill  little  green.bay,4lidnM»,'l  'spo00  mii«ft  bi^iinMit  fi>itt9i3ei| 
Ibre  ifvie  soe  eoiolfi^  We  €f^^  .nf»  jmid  |?«iq>  ei^^=^«J>ii?e 
namm  Tom,  ni»  ftUow  s«rtMait|  I  im^  'imi^  IftQ  iM  oim 
fcddeel'"  .     :     . 

^«Xes«  dn  mer  4W«b  ffot^,  ii^myafgig  4^eqttlb«ft^ jnip; 
pm.  ■  - >_-" 

"And  this  hut  now,  K^0€isfi^mk  »ilaB  ^li^X  beiiei ym 

Boot  and  saddle,  Lance !  Millhonse,  to  horse !  Tom*  |jwth<H 
■f  a«d4oU|w  af  fast  M  yen  pfmi  John  8ylT?(eMMrr>-iip  b^mid 
Lienteoaal  VfiM^faQ,  Yon,  Po9}p»  jnv^  i^  Mund  SergiMl 
l^■l^leel^  end  tfbov  the  way  between. yoik  Bide  api»t,  I^enei^ 
y<Hi  •nd  Mlllboose,  and  see  to  your  prifl^fng.  i  J^  t^ese  felloivi 
icU  wJkiA  fr#  AcewM^  ibree  bini4M.y«irds  ftfm  the  sppt  n^iere 
lb«  afair  ttfok  plaee.  GKve  the  ii^^iMl^  tbm  l^d  b^i^  np  s#m1 
e»yre  wtlh  ceotioii.    Don't  dismonnt— we  r^  ha^re  to  cMicW  is 
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v^nttln  T9tMk  IkaAIoii^    Pil  iakt  On  wDods  b«i#^n  yum^** 
lik\lMBB&\m  w6mt  ^wtrnty^  jmrda  bd^een  tii  eodi.  •  And  ioiv»  «l 

Yt  req«iroA:b«t.a<faw  miimtee  to  prepare  the  patter  on -ofAst 
for  iiiJb  midiek,  ^m^w&tfaMd»i  tf ofaii'' Jiiin|iBd  )U]^  betsidiFMikbpEton^ 
Pomp  took  bis  place  in  the  rear  of  Millhonse,  and  Captain  Pcoh 
gf4'9M^iikemtt?mliqata(BmkMiilm  ^p«r  dineo^ibn^'^yAed 
icrrvanl  t]nRDilgftithe'pinBj"voadfi  'iritti  iik<6{iirit  And  ^aeMi'ifcy-tlMit 
nemadsdubeljB  coM^itool)  vitk^lw  «na»  bdHi»  and^ 
wlfcbbvM«ibikitfAiM4fitdvwMefc«€^  it 


«bAKq>Bir  A>fD  SCtlFl'Ltt-  IPLtOHt*  ANt)  li'lOHt. 

"fmc  n^gt0  igMks  Adf.  their  ^btjr  <#ilh  «h»  exacftniMs  a»d  , 
promptitnde  of  persons  who  loMW  «tfca^hpi4uKl  #«b  mqdred  ^ 
^Mai, aad^1iiili«ra»th^otjiKit4>f  Ae  lufrttig^mMit.  Hiey ^^pr|)ed 
lh«  mpid  taiotkM«f  ^Mr  hmmem^Ai  *wlke&  wSAfe  ib^^  or  lbi»  Irail'- 
^h^  yiMdi  of  lfa«  8{|ol  whtm  they  c^jn^y^fotnni  the  vagoa  hul 
kiMb  teftt  and  wUli  iliat^iq^y*  ins^iiM*  ^niiM  milrks  Ohe  ImsiA^ 
of  ii^  Muibefb  wMdMiiiif  thef  ntterel  th^  seveiral  wamibgit 
i^twrljr  «l  tiiB^  samv  noitiatit  -  Th&  liorsetn«h  drlrr  «p  oaiteMly, 
ib&iieppoaiivjoiiii  laod  I^oaorp,  leaped  AowH)  aqd  kept  along)  mi  fodt 
'with.  ^wkoMMT,  whUrh  wmBtmr^htlim  a  imlkj  andv^M  Ms 
^rajf  di«3r  «i|pt>^'okcite^  Ibe  oyming  6f  A^  tbad,  witbin  ^Ij^iiljr 
yavii  «f  lh»|>liM»  iilMver  tile  Wttgoii  4itood. 

fieil^  9otg7  wmto  mAbMto  get  a  practical  giattoe  of  the  0lii«e 
«f  4EAiM^  '^  They  lUvlvMl  a(  » IbrtibMvte  meteenCi  T&e  Mgroes, 
tipi«M  baA  been 'OHptiiiiid^  Voped  togcAbef  4n  pairsy  w«i:e  matt^hhig 
«# wider theidiiir^ «# iwid  df  th« ^riiffiangr ^o "^^'CA  b«tk ttoiuit- 
•dtiind  ward  Mik  to  b6«M&  no^ring  sIoiHt  away  into  the  pf!*o 
forests  in  the  distance*  fovr  otber  bows  wdrg  TJitat  vered  fas- 
tened to  the  swinging  brajiches  of  a  tree  aoipe  t4n«r  fifteen  steps 
.Ar<wt]ivii9ig€ilf '  ^Tlw  w«gon^lterges  "wto^  liiddea  te  tti»  Woods. 
-«i4»iaaiikli|^iMfcI&iK>«tii9iir/{ii^^      it  ^f^^  appwtrano»i4f 
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▼kolhy.  Tke  ocnrer  hafl  Man  thrown'  offf  atid'  laj  iqibn  the 
gpro«d  on  6ne  ttde^  of  itt  On  the  «diQr  mr*  to  be  stai  telM{ 
bags,  boxes,  and  barrels ;  and,  eveij  now  and  then,  aoinetyng 
was  seen  to  vpheaye  itself  witbm  the  wagon,  to  revolve  slorwlj 
over  the  suJes,  and  come  down  upon  the  groiiad.iH&  a  heavy 
sqnelc^ 

Wete  the  robbers  aU  kithe  wagOBy  Ao/two  eaiceptod  ^o 
wwe  to  be  seen  going  off  with  the  negroesr?  .  TKafewas  Potgy^ 
Snt.fiieslien4.wbkiih^;aoQ»«ii8iiii)evedynl^  the  ooifrt 

tents  of  the  wagon  wdieiihvowti  daft  ftleMAyf  and  sepailatel ji  g2v» 
ing  evidence  of  the  presence  of  a  single  worker  only.  Where 
were  the  other  three?  In  ambnsh  somewhere — but  where  I 
A  moment's  reflec^on  led  otir  tix>op6rs,  hi  a  brief  conference,  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  were  somewhere  in  front,  between  the 
wagon  and  carriage ;  and  not  in  the  rear,  or  on  the  ronto  which 
they  were  pnrsoing.-^^ne  (iarna^e  Was  'to'  be  seen,  and  Lance 
Framptoo^iauded^that  he  could  cUstinguish  the  g^nyents  of  a 
woman  in  it.  Porgy  surveyed  the  field  with  a  military  eye.  A 
d^d  silenoe  prevmled*  broken  only  by  libo  dnUt  heavy  ^onnd'  of 
the  foiling,  paekagfto'frflhn  the  wagon. .  .        . 

<^  There  if  sgme.  busk-whaddiig  g<^g  on  atiU,*'  said  h»-^ 
«<  aeine  Udmg  and  sddking,  bnt  it's  not  hereabontti.^  Tb6  feUow 
in  the  wagon' woiks  eootty  and  tconip6fledlyr  as  if  he  had  no  n^ 
pitoheiftaobs..  If  theire  had  beein  any  siwpidon  of  daogelr  bot^ 
eni!  side  of  the  wood^  the  ambnsh  wenU^  have  heemee  j^bced 
.9$  toJuave  kept  os  from  working  so. far  forward*  (Mr  first  duty 
is  clear:  we  mmt  pursue  theserfeUowa  who  are  m^rohing  awag?; 
tnt  tiketn  of,JUNl  xesnu^ithenegroeav  This  will  ebn^iel  the 
ambl^  to:di0w  itseU:  We  may  drnir  drabrhidhl0,aalre  np^ 
pear;  but  if  we  are . Bnddem  with  4  sheiti  and  gftfctiwari/^it 
ftili  ^pteHlt  wie  Ave  ,v^  api  to  esc^  the  iaeto  of  !^;  .  We 
ean  fide  tli#^  mscele  downl  They  ajoe  bnt  two.'  Laooe,  yon 
will  keep  baek^  and,  lirkh  iotm  and  Ponpi  oentrive  to  oliptose 
the  lellow  in  Uie  wagon.  Don't  kill  hhn  if  you  oan  .help  k 
We  mast  ^et, his  de^patohes*  and  cat  the  secret  of  this  espect 
tion  front  wtftfii-hia  tongue.    Do  yen  hear  }" 

^Every  word»oaptaln."  ^  . 

^  VeKjr  good;  n«W|  if  yen  will  diamonnt;  fasten  yonr  nag  k 
the  bukeS)  and  erec^  forwaid  nilh  John  and  Bomp'totnardflte 
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,  7011  «ffl  pfhMy  baM  a  gotti  tUttiMi,  ^H|om<M  pAhp 
We  make  ottrittsk.  •TheTaaotl'wiB  tlifin  jtoip  and  miybe  6>r^ 
the  bushes,  or  for  the  horses.    In  either  case,  ypu  o«|^t  to  be 
aUe  to  graipt>le  Uhl    fiag  to  it,  and  let  tha  h»f9  mimii»i 
yomJ*     •'■>•,..•  ..,.-. 

Tke  negraes  were  boob  iiiitnieted,r  anfl  .b^tiajtMl  a  ,f»aMotie 
eagarneqB  to  be  up  aMi  doing.  SamttgithM  FnHaptim  b^d 
fastened  Ins  horoa,  and  was  already  .advanted  apon  hit  wm^9 
wHb  his  saUe  aMioSr  in  tiia  dfrtfdkm  of  th^  wagoru<  f  o^gy  ^va 
the  Bignal,  aad,  indi  a,  tsrriUe  sbont  fronl  die  Ab)}0at  pf  Jilittb<m8e« : 
tWt^iro  dasfaad*  headlong obt  of  the ^wiood.aai  ponstutpf  the  rab* 
bets  who  had  ofaasge  <ii  the  fngkhra  n^gtoes. 

.  At  this  sound,  an  Poify  bad  antidipitedy  the  <iimIaw>,Noi;ris» 
wlss  iiad  been  at  the  work  of  aBhidii^llbe.wagon#.iiatoftUy 
popped  >np  hia  Mdto.  see  what  wai  diO'  matter.  ,  Tbe  vigilfA^f^ 
e«f'e«£iVampto&8wwit«  He  oaold  haflre-obot  tbefcUaiTcnren  w^. 
i\e  single  iaitantaf  appsftamtjr  whisk  mm  thxm  si(P»»dad  hte;.  l^ 
be  nBtnambafed  biautotsnotkius,  and  forboio ;  wis6lj»  HfleejpiecU 
for  NoniSrSeakig  .tbeduHrge  of  two  welt»KioswMd  Wssam^  »pon 
his  esmpankms,  and  seoogaisMig  Ibem  as  new«ooa^er%  w:b<»per 
mnfbrosoient  to  tb^  tw»  snstomem  irhpni  Ibey  bad  already 
fonnd  80  troublesome,  might  wett  load  to,  donbt$  of  bis.  ovfii 
safbty^-eondaded  Sa  see  t6  this  matterr^Hbont^any  «9giMrd,to 
tba  spoils  aootaiiied.  in.  the  wagoa»  .Mm»f  bis  rifle,  Asootd* 
ingly,  he  leaped  out  eC  itbe  TaUde,  b*t  Uritb  sin^^tdav  iU-foirtane, 
fiistfaat-aBgbled  npon  a  bampevof  {riafa  potat^i^  part  of  ,^0' 
QoatsHls  sf  the  ^^Agon,  which  rolled  away  benaalb  hinb  and  laj4 
b|Bi  at  length  mfith  bis  liae  to  the  gr>imd. 

•  Befoito  he  eonU  xeao¥et  binisel4Xaiioe  F«imptoa.w4s.iipon 
bim.  The  rifle  of,  the  oallaw  was  ^nniBtod  fr^im  bis  grasp;  and^ 
with  lh&  ▼jgoroaa  young  Uaatenaot^^gMMpi^  Um  fiirm^y  by  tl^e 
dooat^  Jobti  fiylvestep  by  the  legSt,  and  Pon^nBy  1  jnnioir,  l^^^y 
sit&ig astnaddlenpon bis baek*  Dkk  Norns  v^sicgntd  l^om^  ta 
las  iOe,  after'  a  few  spasmodfe  bi^  inaffestual  straggles !  The 
adude  affidr  consomed  bat  a  few  minntes,  and  was  concluded  by 
Lance  Frampkm  seonnng  bis  prtsoner  within  the  wagon  by  the 
s(roage8t«ofda|ge,  acienti&ally  luaotted;  while  Jobn  %lTes$ai^ 
pistdinluMMUwaataeatied  att  Ua  lM>adi  JnstiMt^d.^^piiet  bisff 
#itba  bwlsn  sbcyitd  .he  pwwre  tsonWespsaen.  Fwnplpi),  nam* 


lAifov  ^/Adkf  9tMB|^  ftod^  avNiy  to*  tiro  bwhtti  '«p|ittiAo«  pfopMO^ 
to  aflbM  micaMr  to  his  fitendt  wboMTW  Ihei*  should  h#  n^ed 
and  o^^pMaaoitjr. 

M^tii#hlle»  9wtwkk,  <lh4  «fa«ttev,  fyhig  mq^  m  li^>]^aoe  of 
watch,  contemplating  his  enemy  only  in  the  direction  of  the  car- 
riage,  ln^  cosrftaidea  hjr  the  nnUen  apfeannee  el  the  horle- 
meninhlapear.  With  Aeb^oat  and  dMvgc^he  becamoajflnoflt 
iBflftatttly  aware  of  the  aMaolt  tqiaa,  and  dn  caphity  of  Nenia; 
for  thoagh  die  atvoggle  had  teton  place:  <m  tha^poeka  aide  ef 
the'rehiele,of  wMoh  ho  had  bat  ii  TM7  iiftpeifiBiat  tmr  firosi  the 
spot  wfMre  he  cfiMiishfad,  be-  emdd  yat'sae  eDan^hfea.aaaafia  hiaa 
of  such  an  inequali^'Of  fttce  batwee»  the  pajitiee  aa  nmat  be 
(Mt  t&  his  eoMeagatda^  Ha  waa  tbo  headM  ci  luinaalf  to  inaor 
aay  UABeeeaBaiy  petAb  m  the  effort  to  saoeot  hia  aompoiiett; 
and,  itid^ed,  <iOQld  not  well  hwredoseao,  at  least  at  that  did* 
takiee  and  wtl&  his  rifles  aa  it  waa  knqposiiUa  so*  to  diaftigaiah 
ahy  of  the  wtMnmg  figatea  opoa  the  geaapaiik  as  to  ha;  aave  thaA 
b^  ah^oald  tiet  dta^  hl9  bead  upon  biafkoandv  nrthor  tbamhia  foe. 
Bb&OeM,  he  wen  fettaw,  thai  to  abonr  hJMid^ia  avji  deaioiaCra^ 
tkm  npoff  t^  new  enaaniea  la  tli»  saacv  he  nmat  rohlj  baaemtt 
etpoaed  to  th^  Aot  of  >  theae  wbora'  he  iek'  to  be  aoaaawhara 
iMuborbig,  and  Ottihe  wat^  ihi  front 

T0  etwirl  bai^wafd'— to  inoreaaa  tbe  diataac^  between,  hiOK 
aSH  and  ott  thes^  paired,  bia  own  aa  well  aa  the  net— tbeoaaa 
new  the  tolftih  poHcy  of  the  aqoatler.  Qa  ooold  <|a  noihip^  to 
hel^  his  eotnmdea^'-'^the  'Aegroea  wadd  be  ;recOTeired*^tivK>  of 
Ids  associates  weve  slal)^  already^^he  himaelf  was  h»  rtangaff, 
unless  he  moved  promptly  ftVify  (  and  beaidea,  he  waa  dliaady 
in  posseMioft  df  H^  lAoat  iahiable  of  th»  pariabie  s^aa-^t-^be 
flCrong*lMt  of  the  wMow,  having  theiaipottant  paper%  aa  vhto- 
My  itapeitant  to^Miefa  M*£iwn  aa  to  theaqiatley»  Soetafick*-* 
t6  say  nothbg  of  the  fifty  gtiioeas  hmon^^  which,  hb  had  that 
widow'awoi^  flMrHyWas  In-tiiv  stMng4y6x a^ 9. aiub of  wUdi 
he  had  already  detetmhied  ti^  betray  noting  to  bia  eoandea 
It  req^^red  no  great  argument  to  petaande  Inn  to  be  content 
with  his  aeqnisitions,  and  to  dmw  idt  in  aeaaen,  no  matter  what 
fitter  shotdd  befidl  Ma  dompaHUnt.  Ea  onmJ#  back«  aamd* 
tegiy,  slowly  and  ^h  aAndmlfc  diwm^actlitt?  mA  a^ 
changed  hie  gn>tnd  aa  ta^plaea'hfaia^f  akitef  iiameAnie.iateh 
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at  e>      .  ijt ^ttMrsawd  gftf&pn  itit»  wiitth  W^  atfikanhtu  w^i« 

Btit  01I4  aasiet^r  alo«4  pfeveat^  faim  Itom  vMeAf  taking  bit 
da{MtitttrBb'  Btf  wtMdd,  anhaiiliitiiiglT*,  hw%  pmm  i^o>*e  Ire  «ttr6 
that  kia  eanmadaB  irera  «i;  fliaia»  or  oeftain  to  W  slaia,  triMMi# 
tpeakmg'.    Bat  tfaa  doubt  oecon^d  to  bim. 

*«Noi!rb  k  taken!  Bk^nld  ba  eonleait  Shatild  athen  b^ 
ti^ea  Atd  caii^8»?  I'barV  tbe  tvauble.  Tbarli  the  danger 
liid  tbe  ra0k.^ 
.  Ilito  reieetiot^  4i0i|i]^«Ced  bha.  He  lingered  i»  tSglit  of  Hie 
field  of  action,  fully  assured  that  be  ougbt  to  fly,  yet  with  tbat 
iiMrertitude  of  Mood  wbieb'lefi  liitn  iaca^bl^  of  deteMniaatSan. 

''tf  thay  po»ilM6,'^aiiid  (eia^hiiAsell,  «*tbere'B  na^ki^  for  ma 
but  to  cut  and  run.     Tbe  country  would  be  too  hot  for  me-!'* 

Wby  sboKld  ba  not  I^ve  Ht  i»  tba  qua^fik>t  ^t  nij^  ^ccur 
to  anybody  else.  But  tbe  wveieb' Waa  not  Tvilbottt  bis  lies,  bia 
atifectk^,  bts  sea^bAit^s,  #ttch  m^  Ibef  wereM^-and  wben  be 
tbottgbt  o^  tb^  McaseitT*  of  leading  Ae  aountry,  i  piettnre  df 
lb#ea  yotmg  €MlA:«»-«-iaaa  ^laU,  ^fcd-^iyed'  girl  among.  Ibem^^ 
grew  Yividly  up  before  bis  eyes.  He  bad  a  wife,  too,  but  be 
taw  nothing  ^-  bar.  It  was  the  three  ebildraft  alone  ^hat 
formed  tbe  spell;  so .  potetrt,  abe^t  IJbe  beart  of  tbe  bad  and 
Aeemingty  beaiHlass  nuEn.  -  0trangB  tbat  svbb  a  creature  should 
so  fM  andlbink  at  sueb  a  moment !    Yet  not  strange  ehlter. 

Let  us  fbllow  our  partisans.  Tba  iAd  baRoo  of  tbdr  onset 
mnm  made  their  preseiiee  and  pni^ose  apparent  to  the  persona 
tbey  pursued.  Looking  about  them  quickly,  one  cried  to  tba 
oAer:*^ 

<«  Jbttinr!  They^i^  Ifai^anli  men,  aa  I"mr  a  rfnnar!  Hete'a 
a  fix !  Cast  tbe  mggera  looser  «Fsff,  and  t^e  a  blood^r^  spur  af 
je«i  knows  bow.    We  mast  scatter.** 

••  Hoir many  dd yaa  »«>*,  Tohy?'  ciied  tbe  otber^ 

*<  Only  two  as  yk ;  but  tH^'  rash  as  ef  ^lete  wHs  a  doten. 
They've  got  tbe  beeh  of  n»  too,  I  reckon !  There's  no  racing 
with  such  a  nag  as  this.  I*m  foi  the  swamp,  Jeff!  I  can't 
teoat  tbe  run,  I  must  tiy  tbe  dodgo !  And  you  better  do  thor 
same,  but  make  your  push  for  Ae- hammock  lower  dbwti.  Wi^ 
flUsrt  scatter  P   ' 

WheeBag  to  the  right,  aa  be  spoke  these  wards,  onaof  tb# 
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«i»Uaw»  ouide  off  lor  the  dcMer  wooAb  irhieh  OQti^uft*>s..^^A  the 
heart  ot  the  swamp,  and  was  soon  lost  to  the  si^t  of  his  ooift- 
panion  in  tho  iiu6k  wd^ij^wdi  of  tbat  region.  Tha  other, 
whether  hm  appvehendve  of  fUogon  or  more  cotfidant  of  hie 
hoi»ei  whif^  was  joang  an4  of  Colorable  Awiftnes^  «oemed  to 
hesitate.  He  bade  the  aogroea  mn  aheadi  and  bide  themselvea } 
then,.oDM  ^$(iv%  looking  4ver  his  $ho«)ld6r,  he  Iblt  tfce  neoaesitj 
qf  going  off  at  4U  speed,  ^nd  did  so  with  the  best  impulse  of 
whip  and  roweL  Porgy  and  Sergeant  Millhouse  wore  soon  up 
With  the  n^gi^oes,  who  dieofed  them  with  beertj  shoots  as  tkej 
4i;ew  nigh. 

"  De  manssa  !'*  was  the  ciyof  hi9  owu  people*  alquost  with  one 
v^e.  "  Storrnh,  nuwssa!  Gorsih  liightj  bre«0  you  I  Bow 
you  do?" 

,  "  Youpo^  boy%  yoEong  aiid  lively  I  .  Qod  bleea  yofij     How 
many  of  thteae  t<ny  raaoak  tie.tb^pot" 

*'  Only  t;wo  oh  then^  maoflsa  |  pne  pnA  light  ah^ad  t*rong|i 
da  wooda-—  t'udder ,  one ,  |^ne  keen  lor  de  4iweiup«  Push  hard* 
maussii,  yoin  sure  for  catch  'eoi.  fie  l^ss  no  cW^ter  dan  cow  £(m 
run."  : 

**  Don't  mind  the  fellow  In  the  awamp^  sergeant  I  We  eaa 
h>o)L  for  him  as  we  letum.  60.  back*  boya»  to  the  wagon,  and 
help  lie^itena^t  Fnii^tonto  put^  the  thin^^  into  i^  again,  or  yon 
wiU  loee  all  yoiy  chance  for  c^ffee^an4  i^olasses.  Now,  sergeantr 
as  you  are  l^handed,  ta]^e  tl|e  right  of  this  robberi  while  I  t^e 
the  left.  Bis  nag  will  be  a  good  one,  if  we  do  not  overtuud  bim 
b^etween  us  in  the. next  thr^  hundred  jrards," 

No  more  words  I  They  were  off,  separated  by  an  interval  of 
$fl^  yardst  perhaps^  and  conrsjmg  tteg^h  the  pine  woo^f  at  a 
fef«r^  gaUU^.  A  lew  minutoa.hard  riding  gave,  them  a  fresh 
glimpse  of  the  fugitive.  He  was  making  up  for  Ipf t  time,  and 
going  through  the  uiideigi?owth,  an^  amoxig  the  thicjk-set  trees, 
which  b^an  to  approach  each  other  move  and  more  closely,  at 
a  rate,  which,  to  those  who  have  never  beheld  a  fox  chase  in  the 
south,  would  seem  sheer  desperation.  The  fellow  was  a  good 
ridei:,  however,  and  au  experienced  hunter,  bora  in  the  bosh* 
aii4  of  J^ndred  to  the  fox.l^im^  (^ 

"  He  goes  well,  but  it  can't  hist !"  muttered  Porgy,  aa  he  afir 
riiM  h^Jf^^^flAsr$  apew  \o  ihe.  ia^  of  his  own  high-apixJted 
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coarser.  Ik  Wis  Whclerftn  to  see  hoi**  weB  tlic  aTinhal  sp^tf 
with  sucli  a  ttuJk  upon  Hs  Iwick !  But  rfie  stbed  was  a  f  weifi 
fill  one,  chosieti  heedfiilly  witS  reference  to  lie  severe  dtit^ 
whicti  be  was  required  to  perform.  Tbe  fngitive  looked  about 
him  as  be  fled. — Hie  partisan  captain  could  already  count  hh 
gains.  Tb^  space  was  reduced  between  tbcm.  The  mrflaw 
soon  made  this  discovery,  He  extricated  one  of  Ms  prstfols  fVbni 
tie  bolstei,  end  knit  his  teeth  ffrmljr  together,  withth€(  tAriHt  h 
man  who  already  anticipafe^  the  worst  Ptttgy  was  too  good  A 
soldier  not  to  calculate  oil  a  certaili  degree  of  danger/hli  such  aii 
enterprise  lus  that  VUch  he  had  fii  hand ; — but,  as  he  was  npi 
to  phrase  it  himself— 

"  Danger  b  a  part  of  the  contrait  f  T<  is  to  be  coluitcd  oiY, 
but  not  considered  1  ffe  who' stops  to  consider  the  danger  never 
goe«  into  battle !  7^6  wise  man,  embarking  in  tuch  an  amuse*- 
mi;ii^  as  war,  6ver  considers  its  mischances  as  likely  to  occur  5* 
bis  own  case.  Bfe  JciloWs  the  fatal  sisters  have  singled  out 
cervain  favorites  fot  Tilhalla,  but'he  always  fakes  for  granted, 
that  they  have  overlooked  himself/    He  relies,  always,  on  4ii§ 

Cidiar  personal  star,  and  g^es  into  battle — not  to  be  kllto^, 
tt  kiU!*^  ' 

Wiih  such  reflections,  oitr  Oapt^'  Pt)rg5%  corpttfent  its  be  h, 
was  very  *pt  to  bebave  in  battle,  as  we  are  told  the  Berserkhrs, 
or  wild  warriors  of  the  Scandinavians,  were  woirt  to  behaves.  To 
dash,  with  a  .sort  of  frenzy,  into  tbe  worst  of  dangeors,  totally 
Tieedless  6{  them  all,  as  if  bearing  a  diarmed  1(18— and  only 
seeldiiij  to  destroy !  Aiid  such  a  practice,  by  the  way ^. is  vciy 
apt  to  carry  witji  it  Jts  owh  securities.  A  rage  that  Wtefc  the 
champion  to  alt  daugera,  land  nlAkbs'bhn  toiaHy  rnicottBeieUs  6f 
an  fears,  is  very  apt  t6  inspire  f6ar  In  the  en6my  who  Veliolds 
his  approach^  Tlie  ohset  of  Foi-gy  was  well  cttleulnted  lo 
prompt  such  feeling^.  A  mouiitaiu  in  k  ptisskm,  ioA  ttt  t>it>^r«SB 
— a  hiunan  avalanche  descending  upon  the  phdh-^^rasliSMg* 
rending,  overwhelming,  as  it  goes -^ Such,  in  some  small'degTM, 
was  the  image  presented  to  the  mind  of  the  trembling  etiemy, 
seeing  the  headlong  rush  of  our  plethoric  captain ! 

Our  outlaw  was  soon  enabled  to  dfethignish  his  chief  purswe? . 
lie  teew  his  m4n  as  he  approached— knew  his  (Aaractet — bfc 
fierce,  headlong  valor,  th6  powei:  of  his  arm,  the  fleetness  •f  his 


42^  WOODCBJUt.      , 

iieed.  Hia  mind  bea^ne  opp9:^88ed  ^vity,  wiiU  tbf  sense  <m( 
wfaelnung  dangerr  as.  he  si^  the  space  lessemi^  inQin^ntlj  W* 
tsreen  tliem.  He  now  saw  hi9  other  assaSant,  Sei^eant  Mni- 
House,  whoi  loss  rapidlT]-  but  quite,  as  oertainlj,  was  makm^ 
towfurd  J^iDfi'oa  Hie  ligbt. ,  He  fel);  very  suye  tiiat  the  game  was 
o^-wUh  bhfi  unless  some  iuterpoaitiou  of  ,good  fortunAp— call  it, 
if  jrou  wiU,  ht/t  gallowt  destwiy-r- should  baffle  the  yistols,  or  the 
fmtristi  of  hia  pursuers.  The  pstWw  iiad  oo  jemarkable  jfT^fr 
firtie^  of  miud  or  cefirag^;—- he  was  only  oua  of  ihe  myriad 
of  gordinaxy  men,  who«.aa  wte  ai3e  told  Igr  the  dri^atip  jpoet^  igsue 
099111  oi^f:^Qunon  snpuld^  ^afciprcu  9^  th^  ^^V^  ^^>  as^ai^ed 
of  her  own  handy-work,  and  sending  them  forth  h^to  the  worl4 
without  putting  .any  mark  -^^Km  thfim  S  B^t.  be  was  a  drilled 
and  practised  vuffianij  had. served  for  jf^arg  its  aeoldier:  i|9  a 
robber;  as  a  pirate;— ^and^  from  habit,  a^  induration,  was  a 
naan  with  whexa  the  exigency  -only  broujS^ht  out  the  coolness,  the 
detenxdnation  and  xps^irce*  Qe.  did  not  show  his  pistol,  bni 
be-eoeked  itl  He  saw  the.  cc^urse  whiclv  Pergy  rode,  and  he 
idilghtly  inclined  his  horfe  to  the  right,  in  order  that  he  shpujd 
aae  hia|ds^Uhand  mare-f^idely.  Posgy  suspected  his  object  and 
made  a  corresponding  change  in  lus  own  course.  He.  t?a8  ,  noi^ 
s^firiently  m^  to  the  iNfbher  to  pifike  himself  heard.  TU  ac- 
coHUagily  cried  out:—*   . 

,''Halt,  yon  4 — .— d  putl^^W/  ajad  snrrender,  or  Pll  cot  you 
dni»«'inyonr  tracks  r       . 

Th^  £^wv  jsligbdy  glancing  ovi^r  hif  left  8houl4eri  ''gonned 
horribly  a  ghastly  smile,"  but  made  np  answer.  The  caj^ain 
-ms  m^  cnpnghr  by  this  tii^  to  fanc^y  that  he  heard  the  cBck 
^  the  ^^Astel  Mki  but  it  waa  iancgr  only.  The  putlaw  had 
;e<fehecl  itaev^i;^  secon^a  before.  The  latter  gluiced  uneasily 
at  fievgeant  lltillhousor  who  was  now  approaehmg  him  on  £he 
right t;.ai94  fob  the  necessity  of  crippling  one  of  his  enemies  at 
e«ee*  By  tbiff  time,  Foigy  was  pr^aring  himself  also;  but  hii 
.slightestr  m«tk^  jeemed,  to  become  apparent  to  the  fugitive. 
,8harply  affiying  both  rowels  to  his  horse's  flanks,  the  ^eat 
sabre  of  the  partisan  captain  was  drawn  in  an  Instant,  and  the 
flash  ef  k,  as  it  suddenly  waved  in  -air,  gleamed  uiipleasantly  in 
4hei:yee  of  Ao  man  it  threatened.  He  kept  his  coolness,  iow. 
et^,  and  his^iirsiai  #nd^  as  P.orgy  cfnie  on  with  a  ajp^  sci^ 
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imty  acbdemted,  and  wlSkt  he  wm»  meAsliritig  Uie  d^timde 
irtikh  he  ihoold  firsi  ovBtoone  before  riting  In  his  tttrhipl  to 
ezecnte  the  fatal  stroke,  the  outlaw  pulled  trigger  imdor  his 
leftarm. 

The  steed  of  Porgy  swajred  rcaad  at  t2ie  flaali,  tiaexr  out  his 
fore-feet  iril^y,  then  settled  hBa:ril7  down  upon  the  earth,  m 
the  immediate  agoniea  of  dekth !  Porgy,  liowereri  had  sofiiciont 
warning  that  tLe  animal  was  hit,  and,  releasing  his  feel  horn 
the  stbroiKi  as  the  beaal  was; falling,  he  e8ca|>edifn>m  being 
enrbed  o4t  oikthhk  weight  He  recovered  his  legs  wkh  sonts 
effort*  hat  without  injury.  The  horse  of  the  Outlaw  kep^  on-: 
b»l  there  had  been  a  paule  is  his  progress,  wlnoh,  howerer  htief, 
had.  enaMed  Sergeant  Milllitrase  to  get  almost  witfafa  striknig 
dntance.  But  he  -vi^as  on  the  tight  of  the  oo^jaw^  who,  ignohuit 
of  the  leA-haaded,  and  dShgte-haaded,  eonditloft  of  the  remaia- 
uig  potMerv  laneied  that  some  ehange  in  t^eir  relatieiis  was 
neccwaty  to  enable  the  oUier  to  use  his  swoitL  Biit  he  really 
saw  no  sword,  and  his  object  was  simply  to  escape  the  pistxrf. 
But,  again9t  this,  MiUhipdise  irae  desperately  roiolved.  He  had 
hiflieHo  kept  his  steed  rather  tar  hand.  He  hew  pHed-  faim  ^pritli 
the  tenibie  Spanish  rsfwels  whaoh  be  wore,  and  which  he  never 
naed  bat  hi  extveme  oases.  To  the  saxprise  of  the  oatlaw,  wlio 
had  judged  of  the  horse  by  hw  previoar  perfonatoees,  the 
aramal  ande  bat  a  sh^le  botUid  or  two,.to  hrang  his  rid^  'v^ithia 
striking  distaaiee ;  then,'ai  ^e  oatlfiw  fpnhled  to  extricate  his 
TemahaBig  pistol  fiom  the  left  holster,  he  beheld,  to  his  inciaased 
Borprise,  a  gleamiiig  sabi^  ^suddenly  plucked. from  an  iatisiUe 
scabbard,  and  wMded^  wUh  a  wonderM  ease,  hi  the  left  band 
9i  his  enemy  f  He  hewed- hisbody  tivth^  apposite  vide  of  Uie 
saddle,  diote  tlie  sptMr^  kiio  his  beast,  here  down  i^n  the  oaJl> 
to  the  left — afattpst  swingfaig  tiie  hofse  aboat  as  he  lode-^aad 
aU  this  hi  a  single  moaient^-^bat  all  too  late  I  A  swift,  sharp 
flash,  u  of  lightning,  seemed  to  daiken  his  sight,  and  the  next 
moment  the  keen,  heairy  steel  might  hav^  been  heard  to  gride 
through  the  solid  skuH  of  the  victim.  Pown  he  sunk,  hiaiiging 
to  one  stirrup,  while  the  frightened  horse,  rlraggiag  him  forward. 
darted  bH&dly  into  a  damp  of  scrubby  oaks,  and  became  tanglod 
and  held;imtil  eai^ht  bylfillh^ilse.  Gi^aiu  Porgy  came  n)i 
a  few  s^cOaA^  after    altfieet  ad  soon,  indeed,  as  Millhoase,  whr 
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had  jast  aHghtod  to  extrieate:  flund  exiuaine  thebodj*  They 
both  bent  oyer  the  fellow  in  this  acnitinj^  but  to  neither  wtu  die 
▼ictim  known. 

"  The  face  of  the  rascal  is  strange  to  me,"  sdd  Porgy,  **asd 
that's  a  strange  fact  in  mj  experieiice  ^  fat,  hi  tk^j  seven  years' 
war,  I  fancy  I've  made  the  acquaintance,  in  some  way  or  othet 
of  all  the  rascals  in  the  country.  Do  you  know,  aaythizig  fbout 
kirn  sergeant  V* 

''Only  that  he  m  a  rascal,  captain,  or  was  so  a  while  ago;  aad 
diat  he's  dead  now  as  Job's  turkey,  with  a  loss  of  alt  the  profit; 
of  hia  tmde.    I  ueves  setd  ham  albre."  . 

''The  scoundrel!  ^  Had.  he  been  Ohrialian  enoagh  to  have 
jufiered  himself  to  have. been  out  dixtm  five  aiinnieB.a^t),  and 
before  that  last  pstotshot,  I  imiU  have  been  sony  ibr  lum! 
But  be  has  done  for  my  noble  gray,  the  best  of  friends^  a  botise 
that  has  home  his  own  flesh  and  mine  so  long  to  the  satisffctjitn 
of  both !  I  feeU  sergeant,  as  if  I  coidd  blubber  like  a  boy  ever 
his  first  colt  r 

Our  two  partisans  did  not  waste  any  unAecessary  time,  ydn 
may  be  sure,  in  a  fruitless  examination  of  the  outlaw's  bodjr ; 
nor  did  they  consume  much  thougl^  ia  speoulating  upon  an 
event  that  had  too  frequently  occurred  in  their  experience  not 
to  leave  tkem.  comparatively  callous. 

•  "  See  what  the  raecal  has  about  him,  sevgeanty"  sttd  Pongy^ 
and,  like  a  good  trooper,  perfectly  aware  of  what  such  eaaas 
usaaUy  required*  MiUhouse  aearched  the  «lothea»  and  turned  out 
the  "  sSver  lining"  of  the  pockets  of  the  dead  maut  widi  all  tke 
dexterity  of  a  Parisian  chiffonier*  He  stripped  him  of  everjF- 
dmig  of  valtie;  and,  seeii^  that  be  woife  4  tolerable  put  of 
£&gliflb  boots^  he  had  them  off  m  Uie  twinkUag  of  an  eye^^- 
though  how  the  thing  was  done^-rroiir  chiffonier  with  one  htmi 
pnly — it  is  as  diffictdt  tcf  describe  as  to  conceive.  His  search 
into  the  pockets  of  the  outlaw  was  productive  of  no  very  aatou- 
ishing  results.  They  yielded  up  only  a  few  English  shilliiigB 
and  sixpences,  an  empty  flask— <-the  odor  of  which  still  luut- 
gently  declared  for  its  former  contents — a  clasp,  and  a  dick- 
knife,  extra  flints  and  steel,  a  small  finger^ring,  and  the  fragaient 
of  a  bracelet  or  necklace.  The  xiag  had  been  womabont  the 
neck,  suspended  by  a  faded  and  soyed  riband,  which  had  tmee 
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been  bine.  Of  what  was  this  the  miserable  token  1  Was  it 
love,  or  gratitude,  or  a  filial  feeling,  wliich  had  hung  this  oma- 
m^it  abont  the  neck  of  the  ruffian  I  There  is  no  record !  The 
memorial  was  of  a  nameless  virtue ! 

Captain  Porgy  suirejed  these  thin|ps,  as  they  were  severallj 
produced  by  the  search  of  the  sergeant,  and,  after  the  scrutiny 
was  over,  he  yielded  them»  with  the  iprace  of  a  feudal  baron,  to 
the  possession  of  the  latter. 

^Keep  'em,  Iffllhouse,  until  you  find  iJie  proper  heirs  for 
them.** 

The  sergeant  grinned,  as  he  replied — 

"*  I  reckon  theyH  be  r^er  slow,  cappin,  to  ask  after  *em." 

**  Send  them  to  me,  should  they  ever  be  bo  bold,  and  these 
shall  ftomish'  my  answer,"  ijuioth  Porgy,  at  the  same  time  taking 
possession  of  the  holsters  and  pistols — a  very  oseAil  pair  of  the 
boll  species — w%lch  die  oaiAiiw  had  cairHed. 

**  These  and  thehois^  diall  be  tuhie,  ICHlliousef  and  then  I 
lose  by  the  exchange.  My  brave  old  gray !  He  was  woffh  a 
score  of  such  hags  as  Mb  V* 

And  hei«  he  walked  round  the  still  tremblhig  animal,  ti^en 
from  the  ootiaw. 

'*T^  he  must  do !  lie  has  Inme  and  strength  enough^  per<. 
haps,  for  a  season  in  camp— peace  and  no  active  service !  He^ 
win  do  to^  ride  about'  the  plantation,  a^  for  a  Saturday  bunt; 
He  muit  do.  The  devfi  tak«  the  unchristian  dog  who  shoukl 
kill  a  man's  horSe  in  sh6er  wantonness,  and  when  it  couldn*! 
profHhimatdir 

**fie  woHit  to  kiiKfw  that,  cap^,"  was  the  suggestion  of 
JfSHhouse. 

•'He's  wiser  by  this  time!  He  $ho9cid  have  known  it  JM 
he  expect  to  escape  us  bodh  T  Did  he  iStoA  I*d  leave  such  an 
animal  as  mine  unrevenged  I  If  you  hadn't  cut  him  down,  ser« 
geant,  and  I  had  kdd  hands  on  him,  I'd  have  scalped  him !  As 
it  is,  considering  his  condition,  I  forgive  him.  Gk>d  forbid  tiiat  I 
Bliould  harbor  malice  against  the  dead.  But,  were  he  living  !-^ 
ibeHringr 
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CHAPTER    XXII. 

OuN  OAi>Uiu  of  piaeiti9Aii9»  after  thW  ebuUitioQ  of  paga^  feeling 
m\A  Ohristlaii  philonophy,  having  mounted  the  horse  of  the  rof- 
rtan,  tnkon,  porforco,  in  exchange  for  big.  own,  proceeded,  in 
oouaiilt«n\ble  nuMone^R,  in  the  direction  of  the  scene  of  former 
\  aclioii,  and  whet^  Lance  Frampton  reaained  jn  pofseBmon  of 
tho  wa({on.  Ud  w«h  foUowed,  nme  slowly,  by  MiMhonse ;  thai 
<MQt41t)Mt  t)lMi|»ei\  ((tUowing  a  practjioe  that  h|id  beefa  too  much 
laui^ht  by  the  enit^l  war  tbvo«gb  wUeh  be  iiad  gFpeJefndng  the 
0M««aa  ef  Ih^  alain  outlaw  upon  the  dpot  wbere  be  had  fall^a — 
ha^biff  v^o  iint  of  itoiion,  apparently*  that  buaanity  re^«ir^ 
him  tot  ptWe  it  hottest  »opu1tnre  than  that  afiorded  by  »>  wintry 
^MPeM.  We  »)iaU  tee,  howevet,  that  the  aergeant's  omisdons 
wtMre  re)>aii'«Hl  at  a  more  becoming  moment,  by  bia  superior. 

The  H«»f4H»e«,  meaawhUek  itiU  i^ped  in  paiia»  had'retom^in 
aaf^ty  tn  llMt  wa^uH  aA«)  had  baen  set  finee  bam  tbeir  TiQein 
baiiiU  by  the  vt>a«\y  <>e#r««iN  4f  tAasK  of  liewtenant  Fnaqptim. 
i)ar  oai^tabii*  «a  hia  i^twnu  l^^und  IIm  laiUwr  in  qaiet  pooBesflwm 
^tbe  M^  s^w^m.  with  ibe  v«fiaii  Nems well  ban^pored  wHfa 
)^^^|[bUt^ea  himW  the  tail  of  the  wagon,  and  yeJbed  to  mm  of 
tW  wbe>ek  lie  «W)(p^)  b«il  a  «ii^  ghsweat  dw  o^ytiTe^  who 
U>  \>vi)^\  M)^  ))ke  a  w^ake,  bn^mir  qiute  as  foil  of  ▼gaom,  anil 
JH^  ail  v«a«i)f  ftMT  tbe  ifMciiiit  lA  bit  eMvy^  breana.  Bvt  the 
abi)ta>  ^\H  Vu^ivr  ai^eaiMyM  llhe  iPrt)U  Oh^^mk  Ptagj  oo«UL  i^^are 
4Mk  ItUb^  v4f  bta  v^^i^>l  la  tbe  )pMk|^  Mfveecw  wbo  w«m  all  bni^ 
in  ^v)^\\kbm  ^be  \v^\i^  ^b  tl»  t*Mal<wiis.>  wbUk  hai  been  so 
va^^^^M^f^^VM^i^N  t\^\^bWi^\  «^  Vy  \b«  <*y«^  eaialaw.  He  bad 
\i^vA)|AU^  lb>^  \>4^  \xf  hU  «>»c^  dbkv^^  «^r«ii  in  tb»  bwt^  «f  bis 
uvv^«v^\t  nk(  tW  liy\^^th\v«;  b^t  b«^  baU  «#4  iW«  ^twwujl  tbnrtec& 
Tb\vu   tVH\((vAV   t^tVMX^  a^4  aMMiiMNM^  awmaic<is  oC  kv^e. 
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'  **  Thank  jtm,  boys-— tli&nk  you,  my  good  fcOova,  God  Um 
yoa !  I*m  reaJly  gkd  to  see  yon  agaio,  all  of  you ;  ead  ^  aee 
tliat  tbe  tones  bacm't^ute  eaten  ^r on  all;  bml, ««  fos  shaking 
hands  JQst  now,  thst^i  fanposstble.  We  nrasft  do  amr  smk  &st* 
Keep  at  yours,  Vkt  good  fellows ;  shovel  in  the  k^ps ;;  rand  yo9 
sban  aD  be  rewaidecl.  But  now  Wi)nsine8a9  and  first,  Lsa>ce» 
sboQt  the  carriage^  ^e  widow  and  her  party*  and  the  rest  of 
these  robbers.  What  is  year  report?  Whathafe  yonsoent 
What  heard  7    8peidk*--^we  bare  no  time  to  loae  T' 

^  W^,  eafU^,  dieve'fr  nothuig  to  lepoiA  but  wbat  you  see 
fbr  yonrsdf.  Th^r^$  liie  lady^  I  vaekeQ«*t^it^s  ft  woman,  yxm 
see,  sitting  belt  nprigbt  in  the  icMt  seat  of  tbs  canMge.  At 
least,  it  looks  like  a  woman,  by  the  dress ;  bat  I  hain't  se^n  it 
more  enee  sb^oe  Vr%  been  watelnng  it.  I're  seen  nobody^  and 
Aodiifig  ehe,  Aongh  I've  kept  a  boigikt  look  «at  i^er  M  the 
track  beCweeni  and  the  boys  have  been  seonting  JMtrabout  beMv 
and  wfthin  reaeh  of  my  tiUie^  I  didn^'i  want  itmm  to  risk  them- 
selves %y  going  too  ^h  to  Ae  fandage.V 

'**Ton  were  riglit,'paitieiilaidy  jm  yon  oonld  see  notiWsig  stir* 
ring  in  that  quarter.  That's  something  singular.  Omr  dei|ioffi» 
stration  should  fasEve  eansed  Foidhaa  and  yo^ng  £veleigh  to 
iiiew  thesMelves*  unless,  indeed^  thay  wave  hsMtt*  or  fejt  th«n- 
selvee  to  be  watehed  1^  enemies.  Have  yon  ke^pt  younr  <Qfse% 
Lance^  tftk  that  long  ^graaaaMond  the -carriageP' 

**  Yes,  rir,  pretty  much,  but  couldn't  see  so  nmcb  as  e  sparrow 
sihting  anywhere*    Vb  a  deadcakn*  as  fiuras  1  e^ idd  see." 

« Strange!  W^^ve  dMsed  4wo  c^ihe^e  msoala.  Here's  a 
third.  Are  there  move  of  4h|ail  John  and  P<nnp  reported 
hfldf  «  4onen  -or  mere.  They  ware  probaUy  mJMalften.  Bow 
new,  Pomp^- Johnf 

Hie  two  negvoes  disagveed ;  hot  they  wexe  positiire  as  to  fiv# 
erifixnssailanis  on  the  gvoaDd. 

"  depose  yen  mk  kkni  eaptam*"  said  Lance,  pomting  to  the 
d^vo  outlaw. 

«<  To  beeise— light!    Hark  ye,  MIow,  who  are  you*   What's 
yotnr  name  f    And  how  many  had  you  in  your  eompany  V* 
'^iThe  'iflHew  glwed  «p  freely  at. the  inquireivbnt  msdo.oa 
aiiawev* 

«« SnUon,  eh?    Well,  we  will  find  a  wagr  to  mafca  y^on  ifukl 
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»  wonb  upoti  tkiB  scoatiifreL     W0  mohi 
qnesftioii  I    A  rope»  witii/  a  emnging  Umb 
\  at  the  other,  will  jprotpat^f  i7ii<i  «n  40* 
d  sometilnes  even  liMS  iota  eloqneaee. 
the  hest    Mount,  yon,.  L^nce^  and  we'll 
br  the  earriagie.    We  Qm*%  be  woiimng 
onjectores.    Here  t)0|oe4  T,o|iit  too,  just 
i8t  fain)  to  keep  watdi  over  this  raacaL 
<  take  these  fttstolsT^keep  t)iea\  -withui 
'&  heai;  iindigive  Hv\  biephysicn  foil 
f  Woffen  to  give  yon  tvpuble,  as  if  any« 
«    'light,  I.sajf,  yoa.laey  nueelffm^  he 

-  jiou  talk  ai  ef  I  hadn^t  «.biM^  ?oqa' 
»g9ert'%ha[thi|^all  GhiWw^uiV^I 
oy  a  f  Yoa  Pobib,  and  JEoh%  a^d  Diok, 
you  all,  you  haa'eoiDe  poMdaok  meeakl 
.  %  Help  tak'.  off  9ome  <d  deae  prfltie'Vum 
h  to  bwyjuiy  UttUt  eh^  e£l^  bin  vame 

went  to  Tom'g  aaeiatanoe. 
t  you  u  load  mos*  like  A  mulfo,"  qiioth 
ay  tbe  tUgh  o£  the  cmA  ia.the  6iid64i]0«cue 
wkhoat  fint  rwmrking  tbi^t  it  wi^  well 

oad  die  ntide^  bevty  mpdi  an  ^  yoa  waa 
Dere-^ydn  hab  'em  now :!  you  aei^  the 
little  ltfiq[>.aiid  btt^ler   .; 
BT  a  while,  and,  now  alight,  we«^  fr<|vifUd 
om  the  outlaw  whom.MiUhouse  had  cot 
rif  ttt  the  head  of  the  oapave*  IleiTia. 
he  to  the-niffiapi,  '^jeayoa  h^  easy  «iul 
1  g^'[giTeJ  jfivi  the  bepeSt-of  deao  yer 
-showing  the  twc  pistols  in  v^y  pioxi- 
w%m  he  ipoke.     Tom  waa  an  old  sol 
;  who  stood  ready  nt  «U  times»  to  exe- 
DB  wkhent.  tke  amaUafllt  eeciqAe.,    ^ 
ceasiou  like  the  present,  in  his  itptiji  vi 
nUidn. 
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^'Nlgg^!*'  iaSd  he  to  ttie  dwMriiig  «lair«i#  f^^ren.  kitf-'stan'' 
kMk[4ere>'akd'iiot«coird  too  dose  'pon  in  IndMk  vWI  |pM 

Ottplttfii  F6tgy^imnmted!/m  we  hkro  eeei,  titKm  tke  Uone^of 
Aeontktw  by^svlwiin  hisown  kntd  boon  «liQi;»  kav&ig  aeea  ^M 
Ma  two  e^mMicl^s  were  t^oite  ready»  aoi^  gare  the  eigiteft^\irliifik 
WM  re8pen4ed  to  b*f «  tiAihtodein:  riioiit  from  the  tkroftt-  of 
Sei^^ettil  Millhonie.  iTher  wbntbjr  mpUin  todk  the  lend,  mk 
allowing  a  little  intenral  betweQtt.-tiffim»  the  ^tee  partwariB 
Parted  Ibrwwd  at«  naort  gatttf^  nimgr  a*  th^  hiift  evtoiy 
MaMU  to  mffffiMtasA^tsto  aiitnethi»g  Ske  a  wolftteap.  The  imp 
hadi  indeed,  bee»  set>  ae  we  hive  miffioientlf  shDwn  i  but  we 
liaVe  abo  teen  hi  what  nbiner  its  teeth  were  dtawB.' ,  CMr 
gdlant  partisans  w^ve  muUsaied  by  ai^fbb/attd  enootanter^ 
iko  tttaogef  pveeenee^.nata  they  ii»efe  tHthiii  thkty  yards  <xf  the 
esffpiiage ;  whieu  the  o¥eraeerv  Fosdbani^  eprang  up  freoi  the 
bwshesini  which,  he  had  ae  len^  falden  esoneyng^  and  ctied  ont 
his  welcome  to  the  strangers. 

'"^FiMidsl  fHendfrlf  bb  dieiil6d»' dnqp|Aig  hai  riflhito-the 
gvoand^aDdehq^miglhisluMUai  f^We^mnftoabiilfrietdaheie, 
tofw,  I  zeaken^  «ia)^taii.  4}od  b^  ptiihod  ibraeiidhig  yea  jest 
at  the  light  moment !" 

The  bropp^za  drew  witsadSehiy. 

«' Who  is  thati'*  dehuoded  Posgy. 

.**Whj^  don't  yoQ^iomanibek  me»  Oaptaat    Feidham>  yen 
know,  that  jm.  wed  lo  ieb  ^sit  Majat^  EveMgfaX  ind^*-*^'' 
1    ^Ak)  JlDvdblaifH^yeaf/ How 'Ueyoa^tny  good  ftUew,atid 
allt    Aae^odanwettl^' 

"^Tia^ilUHikiCM,  aiillmightgr  gW  te«ee  yon/ ea  Jrou  bshig 
ivaafetyl  -4Ha4  to8e#7TOrfltr'anyt4ime»  captai»$  bbt  prMici- 
larly  jest  now,  when  we-dMn'*^  tarttw-  ahsithsit  >w^a  sboaU  evto 
hanre  to  anp  iqNma&yftiBg' betted,  than  lead  ind*  odd  steel  hgin ! 
We've  had  aaaig^rfyAaiyecithnmagiBg  heralbrsaeTe  tiito  three 
honrsi  9iA  been  in -sash  a  stew  aa  I  don^t  want  te  be  in  ag'W 

'*  Not  like  the  stews  of  Tom's  making  then/'  qnotk  ^nr  eq^ 
taitt«  90tta^ficer  ** tbeyaresaoh  as  amannught  swim  hs without 
iMing4oo  hotidtk  the  exeitisef  or  gettiag  beyond  his  depth  at. 
atty^titte!'  S«Hr!  do  yod  say^Mv.  F^rdhamt    I  thiit  I  ean 
say  *  well  done'  to  you !"  ' 
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UdoiKiig  ail  tfategs^  wia  mtAe  m  ipn/btf  goed  &tU  of  it*^K«flM 
Arthur  Eveleigh  and  me !  Bat  Qod  be  praised  ^r  Mngu^  y^m 
irh^n  ho  ^ ;  ftir  i  don't  khow  hew  hb  w^Ul  2ia'  tbrtiodoot  in 
th^  amd.  Even  <f  we  eoiild  ha'  itood  it  o«t  tdl  dark  nigH 
<bon>  th.eir  greater  ntimhar  wotiM  have  brought  them  down  mpo* 
118 ;  and  on  whkh  8ide»tbevB  would  be  no  telling.  You've  saved 
m  captain,  I  t^H  yon;  and  thank  jvn  for  it~)Atid  bbsa  Ood 
for  it,  and  all  other  nuureios/', 

B7  iibU  tfne^  Hre^r  were  imkoi  bj  yooBg  AkAm  SveMg^ 
who  showed  himielf,  risbg  ovi  of  the  boifay  fiMMOsesir  as  aoo* 
as  be  heard  Fordham  017  aloud  In  tonaaof  eenfideiicbaiid  cbeet* 
Hfl  promptly  oaaie  fbrwiurd  land  joined  tfte  partjy  and  Was  hns- 
liedly  introdoevd  by  Fordhkih,  io  the  captain  <Mf  paitistti^  b«t 
not  belbpo  the  wdtthy  ftdiow  had  ^iitirteed  tlie  yootk  with  sndi 
a  sonee  of  jcrymm  relief,  at  traa  aatutal  tor  a  boart  '•0  loyal 
under  the  citcamBianoos.  He  theiil  brdnght  thd  ydnth  f onHird, 
saying:— 

<«Thk,  Oap^ain  Povgy,  ifl  Master  iirthnr  Erriti^  asn  df  the 
widow  fiveleigli,  whon  yok  remabibat.  fie^  dmie  Mghiy  goad 
tafviee  in  iUt  oaritntnajliiag  bnsfanMB.  Ha'li  ba  a  mmni  I  itH 
yon,  ef  ever  there  was  one." 

<*  Good  1"  answered  Porgyv  idightiBg  and  grasping  the  lUnd 
of  the  blushing  youth,  with  an  totoMaging  friuik^toas,  ^Ifou've 
begun  ctrty,  tod  wdl^  Master  jAjrthnr?  and  a  good  b^iii^g  is 
always  half  tk^bijliklei  'I^ni  i^of  it  fctywirsaka^andthit 
ofyowrplutate!  Bat,  talkkig  «f  y4«  paonite^ lesiinai tee  of 
your  excellent  and  amiable  mother,  Whin  I  chnm  «tf  an.  tdd 
MmhI,    Utaagotabi^MhtattdeL    I  trasltltetAe^iiotlart'* 

▲ad  Ike  aapteia  of  paitinna  tutaed  and  pioteeded  towsri 
Urn  cmlage,  fniMapaihd  by  Mte  <Wie«. 

^l  tUak  not)  I  bi^  n^»  aaihmat  the  yoatk  nskmri^, 
while  karryiag  filrwatfd  akaad  of  tbo  laat,  his  akide  iiicfoaski^ 
to  a  bound  aad  Yun.  aa  ke  advaaoad.  Tke  egroo  of  Pttrgj  fel- 
aiwed  him* 

^A  im%  v%oMiB  lads  woU  mada;  looks  Kka  kia  Either  m 
ftMit  kla  aiolktr  fa  lasa^  faalfag  diaayei*  wkfek  aia  not  Vkm. 
aad  wkMi  Ibok  Atf  bos  amUUo.  I  akoald  ao^lbe  kd  waaa 
boU),  rash,  higb*«pirilod  fellow. 


«<He'8  all  that,  captain!  He'll  fight,  too»  like  the  devO 
Twa'n't  80  easy  to  keep  him  back  and  qoiet ;  to  keep  him  from 
patting  his  head  up  as  a  mark ;  but  he'll  soon  Tarn,  with  proper 
edication!  —  It's  surprising  how  well  he  could  take  the  track 
and  keep  it.  The  work  was  to  keep  him  doum ;  but  he  had 
sense  enough  to  see.  how  'twas  needing !  'WeWe  been  watching 
here — ^jest  covering  the  ground  with  6\xr  beads,  for  a  good  hour, 
not  daring  to  stirrrTr^f^t  I^ppi^rip^  hoi)^  Sf^op  ]V^  should  hear  the 
crack  of  an  inimy's  rifle." 

'"^How^ma^jof  iik«^xaaBa^«ftmtli0tel!'  denobded  Bngy* 
f^W«  hav^  ome  of  diflm»  m  priapner;  oae  vaa  ciil  4o(vii.  1^ 
Sorgeaat  ICUbonsei  and  anothar  made  1m  «80^w  ittta  the 
awamp^  half  m  nila  ov  ao  .l^eloiw*    That  acosuttU  for  ikr^  ot 


'•  ^Tban  weio  six  in  all^  at/ftosl,  I  j^eekogi;  bi*  it^noi  so.oert 
tain  but  there  might  have  been  more.    Of  thaw  we  killed  wml" 

"Than  as»  then,  at  lea^  two  jet  to^tocoimi  for.  They 
flKiil  ke  about -T*«>ave  prahaUly  not/fmr  q£  But  they  will  keep 
ioag  and  ^oet  for  awhOa  IV%  hardly.  UMy  that  tkay  wtU 
aMempi  anything,  further  at  pceaenL  £st  k^p  ytmr  riflaa 
primed»  and  your  koisea  at  haad,  Wo^  m«st  not  let  ooaelvea 
bsaorprindr  .  . 

Theae ardera wiaregiven mon  m datai;  to  Lanea  JTrampto^ 
He  4nd  Serf^ejuit  Kilfiioaaa'  nnda  themselvea.  busyy  and  took 
^  neeiisary  precantiaiMk .  Maanwfaile,  Oaft.  Poigiy  proooedad 
totwAHl  Ifae  carriage,  haviiig  consiikBratety^elayad  hiaawn  and 
tte  mo^^wtteaAt  of  £\>nUbafliirhi  tluit  divaetion»  by  ai^ingd^f-. 

**  A  moment  or  two,  Mr.  Fordham !    Let  the  young  man  »•* 

Tha  yootbt^Jaemiihik,  Jiad  ^sungwidi  proper  alaerit2)f)  to 
this  grateful  duty.  The  mother  and  son  embraced  widi  mnt«al 
tears  fwl  diankfhhMwa,  Hie:  glad  widoar  heU  the  hiqipy  boy 
«qpartifen  kaiv  gaaed.  loudly  in  haa- facer  and  tben^eyen  wJtero 
ika  stood,  in  the  box  of  the  eea^hmaoi  sank  down  apon  has 
kaeea  in  sHevt  pvayers  to  Heavem.  liie  boy  inttinctiiie]y>  rank 
dowA  betide  her,  and  bot^  yielded  themeehrea,  in  the  sight  of 
Heaven*  to  teoki  and  fervent  bat  silent  pvayerw 


18*  MomcoA^ 


OHA^TEE  XXIII. 

THfi  SOtDtBR  AND  TIfk  LXOY. 

Titft  good  MDie,  And  goodlMte^of  Oi^teli  Porgj*  enflkod  to 
pjevoad  Um  fvow  nlemiptiiig  «icli  A.«ofln&  OBEo  itood  apMrt; 
ooafetfiingirith  Fovdhaiii».8e6iiukigto  aeeaiotbng  JiC.theuinge; 
bat  hit  eye  took  in  all^tho  sweei  piotarv  of  onteiBalloyof  •! 
all  the  fonns  of  love»  perhaps,  the  most  pure,  the  least  MrMth> 
the  lottgeft  Ih^od t  Jkt ieagtl,  Ihervoicii.efliiei wubw  irm  h«ud 
calitng  our  partisan*    '^  > 

^  Captain  Pofgip*^ will  yon  ^not  adftr  me^io.thank  yonSl* 

Oorcaptfua,  as^eknonBtrwaan^ioneof  diamoiii^prigitlTrfll 
living  cavaliois.  .  Agilitrfv  aa.  he  kimaelf  freelfjr  adnilted*: horned 
BO  part  of  hi^  pMyiicol  yixtees;  bub^he  certahdy  niade,tW.JMai 
astonishing  efforts,  ai  this .  summons,  to  appear  agile9  and  did 
succeed,  we  allow,  in  reaching  the  carriage  in  a  tolecaUj  ahort 
wptw  of  timey«nd  wiAoot  appeaamg  too  gveatiy  breathed fi^mi 
the  exertioa.  As.  he  diew  Bigh,t  the  wido^,  aiqafifQiilKKL  hf  her 
•on,  alight  ivoiitl^Jbax^  aBd^elftendodhar  baipd  l»tha  grai|^ 
of  her^delivei'ec  Oonirpkiioaioneildhaf.her  Wiisli  wasadadt 
rmg^  the-marii  of  the  Aosda  with,  whick  jhe  bidi  baoft.tM  Igr  Am 
ruffians. 

**  How  much  ought  I  to  thank  yotu  Oofilain.  Pargy/^r-how 
nrodi  do  I  owe.yoBiabrl  . fife  fiwia.iflifct aadignjtto .yog Aave 
reaeuedjae.^"  .  .      .  i 

**  Wppld  I  .had  bean.with  y<m  aolne  .koniB  H>aner,.aiy  dear 
madam," died  ihe  captain,. scaung  her  hand  and  carrying  iU  in 
courtly  fashion,  to  hia  Upa.  Those  #ere  days,  be  it  jrememberod» 
of  mora*  lavish  earemoniaiithani  oma^  and  die  a<^  was  held  om 
of  mere  grace,  lathec  thanof  gaUaatrJr.  At  aU,eiirent0,it  aeamad 
to  occasion  no  emottonin  tha  bosom  of  Ura.  SYiahaghy.andhaa 
sened,  in  no  degree  the  warmth  of  her  acknowledgments. 

"That  you  have  come  in  season  for  our  safety -» to  relieve 
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way  dear  wn,  and  this  brave  nan  to  whom  I  owe  so  mticli,  if 
qvite  Mioiighto  make  me  thankful  to  God,  andftcnr  eVef  grateftil 
to  jon !  Ah  I  sir,  I  have  parsed  a  terrible  hour  and  moro ! 
Hew  I  bore  tij^  against  mj  own  tetrots,  thns  fettered,  and  nna^ 
ble  to  act,  or  evctn  to^  speak,  withoni  goin^  mad»  I  know  i&ot ! 
Ikti  all  is  over  now,  I  trfast !    Thert  is  no  m<te<e  danger  ?" 

"  I  hope  not — I  believe  not,  my  dear  Mrs.  Eveleigh ;  and, 
BOW  that  it  is  <>vfflr,  ^rfaaps  I  onght  to  eongnattilade  yoo  on  what 
has  taken  plaee.  It  has  had  its  g^i^  along  Iritb  its  etil.  It  has 
br^ngbtuMffcth^iMuihood'iBTnQr  braVe  son,  and  shown  the  id- 
miraUe  stiff  whick  he  lias  kk  kirn  foir  fatnre  work.  Mr.  Fordt 
haii  has  given  me  «  glowing  accoont-  of  his^  cdndnet.  I  am 
reaU J  Sony,  for  his  sake,  that  our  wars  are  ended.  I  should 
like  to  take  hhn  mto  ayrkeep  as  my  ensign." 

The  tears  again  gatiiered  into  the  mother's  eyes,  while  the 
beys  cheeks  biseame  cmmiidsi.  Some  farther  conversation  ensoed 
between  the  widow  and  the  t>artisan  on  this  snbjoet^  so  graftefnl 
4e  the  mother,  dniil'the  lad  himself  interposed,  and  hi  a  whisper, 
taking  her  hand,  said-*-  ' 

**  No  more,  mother,  if  you  please  1  If  Oa^tahi  Forgy  knew 
mJi  thai  I  had  dwie,  he;wo(Mn't  be' so  ready  to  priise  me,  I  ai^ 
sue  yon."  '        i 

The  partisan  half  heard  the  words,  and  goeiBsed  die  meaning 
ef  the  rest ;  and  rgoined  good  nataredly  and  senrftily'*^ 

"^  Ah !  my  dear  Mlow,  j<m  are  consoions'  of  some  mistakes, 
pefha^;  bat  that  is  euly  itnother  proof  in  ^or  favon  A  fod 
is  never  aware  that  be  iras  made  any  blanderB--*-never !  To  be 
oonseions  that  yon  hare  donld  so,  is  the  first  proof  of  wisdom**^ 
the  necessary  process  by  which  to  avoid  them  in  fnttoel  '  Ton 
were  too  qnick  abd  nuih;  too  hasty;  and  fancied  yon  nnder- 
stood  the  whole  game,  when  yon  t^ere  only  taking  the  first  les- 
ions in  it  An  error,  donbtless ;  bitt  one,  my  dear  bby;  that 
seems  natural  to  our  climate ;  where  one  usually  dates  his  ixmO' 
hood  from  the  moment  when  he  instructs  his  faihei^  in  what  way 
properly  io  bifeak  his  e^gtf.  Yon*Vill  sodn«  get  over  all  your 
faiortifieatioBstif  dns:'desorip<ion-»^'too*80on,  ^erhaps.^' 

Bnt  we  do  not  propise  to  report^ifae  wiiole  of  tihe  dialogue,  is 
it  t6ok  place  between  the  parties;— a' dialogite,  sudi  as  cin 
veadily  be  eonjeetnred  under  the  eiiicumstances,  and  at  the  meet- 
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ing  of  M  ftieiuh,  after  6vch  a  long  inleival  of  time,  oecvpM  bf 
war  and  its  wont  vidsmtadeg.  Captain  Porg^,  himself,  ant 
regaardless  of  dtitj,  soon  brooght  the  niemly  aihibble  in  their 
oonversstion  to  a  close ;  ^ongh  it  was»  €rndenti]r»  veny  gferati^U 
to  him.  It  seemed  to  restore  him  at  oBOe  te  llie«odal  spbeie 
from  which  he  had  so  long  been  an  exile;  He  thns  changed  ^e 
topic— 

"^  But  we  most  reserre  these  matters,  Mrvi  ETeMigb,  fer  a 
moment  of  greats  leisnre.  We  mnst  not  fot^et  ooi*  dntiAs  ncm'. 
The  sUn  wanes,  and  yon  haT^  jet  to  find  y'Ovr  wij  bome.  We 
have  adconnted  for  att  diese  omdaws,  %nt  tiro ;  afldto  dor  our. 
work  thoroBghlj,  w^  should  give  an  aocoont  of  ^kem.  Tw6 
hare  been  riaia  outright,  one  hy  yowc  par^,  and  anothei^  faj 
mine;  one  is  even  now  our  prisonei^;  aoid  the  fdurdi  tnan  we 
have  seen  making  his  escape  nfto  the  iBrwamp,  below,  where  we 
can  not  now  hope  to  hnnt  him  np.  There  are  stiK  two  otheri, 
somewhere,  Inrking  in  the  ndghborfaood,  of  whom  we  anisfc 
ascertain  alf  Aat  we  ean  wi^bbt  the  next  two  hour^  (xr  befof^ 
dark." 

<*  I  am  somewhat  bewQdered^"  said  the  lady,  "  and  have  suf- 
fered so  m«ch  from  the  son  in  my  eyes,  and  tbe  coids  abmet  my 
arms,  that  I  may  have  allowed  things  to  pass  under  my  veiy 
sight  without  being  altogether  oeiiBciouff  of  tin  faet;  but,  just 
before  the  Isbt  ridrmish  of  Mr.  Fordham  and  my  son,  there 
were  two  of  them  harbored  very  near  the  carriage;  one  on  tbat 
side,^  pointing  to  (he  right,  **  whom  I  coiM  not^  see  after  he  'fisst 
proceeded  in  that  quarts ;  while  the  other  w^  hidden  aoKmg 
these  myrtles  just  in  fi«)nt  Now,  I've  never  seen  AatloMi  ame 
leave  hb^ieettion." 

With  a  few  bounds,  as  he  heard  these  words,  Lanee  Frampton 
was  at  the  indicated  ipot.    He  stooped  **->ihen  cried  out^^^- 

**  He's  here^  sure  enough';  8tene*dea«l,  with  a  bullet  through 
his  head  I" 

He  drew  the  body  out  of  the  bushes  as  he  ^ke. 

"^That  was  ymr  bullet,  Master  Aribur,^'  said  Fordham. 

"And  a  ch^m^  bullet  too/'  repfied  the  ii%touo«s  youth.  **1 
Mt  fo  mar^  ashtened  at  having  fired,  tlnnkingthait  I  had  thrown 
the  iritot  away  f— for  I  felt  that  I  had  taken  m  aim  at  all!" 

«' Ah !"  said  Porgy»  ««you  know  not  b»w  woiiderMly  the  haad 
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seconds  thp  cyo,  nn^l  Iw^rli  tlip  will,  wlion  thrr{*  ib  nn  trnie  left 
for  prepArjitioii.  Thr  bnst  sht>tj4  are  fr/^qtifntly  tbose  whioh  are 
taken  when  we  nr^  so  cotiRcimiB  of  n  pnrponf,  tliat  we  nm  wHoUt 
unoonsdon^  of  an  aim.  If  the  will  18  right,  the  hand  and  eye 
obej,  as  iTnplidtly  as  thf^  slave  of  an  EfiBterti  rlespot  1" 

••I  remember  the  moment  thut  yon  flhof^  my  eon!'^  sftld  the 
widow,  with  ft  flhudder  of  horror,  aa  the  hfrdy  wa*?  drawn  cnit  of 
the  bushes*  "He  rose  out  of  thnt  veiy  rh^mp  of  praBs  and 
ffiyitle;  swore,  and  shook  his  fist  at  mp,  and  made  flome  horri- 
We  threaten  It  was  bec*n?iG  I  had  called  out  to  warn  Mr.  Ford- 
ham,  whom  I  had  seen  approaching,  where  they  wf^ra  in  eon- 
eealment  I  only  saw  Fordhnm  :  bnt  1  concluded  you  were 
somewhere  wrth  him,  and  I  trembled  at  the  cnnnmg  amhusrh 
which  tt©y  had  set.  "t  was  all  over  in  n  moment.  It  soemed 
as  if  I  heard  the  fmtlaw  and  the  shot  all  in  the  very  instant 
wheti  I  was  speaking." 

•No  doubt/*  answered  Porg\^  "TheTe*s  now  only  one  for 
whom  we  can  not  accotintt  and  of  him  we  may  be  Rire  of  this — 
thifl  he  will  not  remain  lon^  in  a  nei^hborliood  the  climate  of 
whkh  h«B  been  bo  nnfriendly  to  the  heaHh  r^i  \m  people.  At  all 
events,  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  \t  would  he  oidy  looking?  thrfuigh  tho 
hayvta^  for  the  tambrtc  needle,  to  attempt  to  hunt  him  up,  wt 
thk  late  hour,  and  on  the  edges  uf  this  swamp!  And  yet" — 
k>oking^  ronnd  upon  the  denBe  thick  eta  which  iTidit'aterl  the 
swamp  fort resseB-^"  poor  as  T  am.  I  wfmld  ^ve  the  last  bun* 
dred  gnineaB  for  a  couple  of  gnod  8cotch  hlooddionnrls^or  Spfju- 
ish, fora  ein^le  hour!  Bnt  the  wish  it*  idln.  There  are*  never- 
Aeieest  some  tbin^  within  our  power,  Mrs,  Evelei^h,  and  the 
first  is  to  f^ct  yon  homeward  with  all  dcspatt^h.  We  muKt  um* 
promptly  all  the  daylight  that  \s  left  tis  \  and,  with  :dl  onr 
etfbrts;)!  will  he  a  little  in  the  night  before  ynn  can  poHsihly  p-et 
home.  Still,  there  can  he  no  danj^cr  now  !  Neither  of  the  (wo 
rognes'  whom  we  eball  leave  ninning,  will  be  so  hardy  sk  to 
attempt  anything  new  in  this  quarter ;  and  ymi  wfl!  have  qnttc 
a  saffioient  escort  in  yonr  son  and  Mr.  Fordhnm.  They  have 
already  managed  sufcessf^dly  a  force  of  six  assailants  ;  they  will 
have  no  difliicnlty  in  managing  n  t^i/pk.  But  even  the^e  two,  it 
is  lik^,  do  not  hunt  together.  The  one  Wf^  dr^ve  itit^*  the 
EWamp,  took   its  sbtdter  seme   twi>  mileH    fnd*  w.     The    other 
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•eodndrel,  as  last  reported,  had  his  perch  raAer  above  tiiao 
below.  Be  it  as  it  niay,  you  must  push  on  for  home,  before 
nighC,  under  your  e8o<Hrt.  Yon  need  not  £&ar  these  ruffians,  who^ 
evoi  if  they  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  inur  superior  fonm^ 
bringing  up  the  wag<Hi  and  the  vear  as  we  propose  to  dQ»  w«aU 
never  attempt  your  ckrriage  n#w>  guarded  by  your  son.  and 
Fordham.  Leave  me  to  secoxe  your  propert{yv.Mid  guard  youv 
negroes  home.  The  more  gtetefiil  duty  wotdd  be  to  guard 
yourself,  but  the  more  arduous  is  here.'  Pordham  vill  ^iqw  be 
on  Im  guard  against  surprise ;  and,  to  reitder  yen  iquite  saf6  aad 
sure,  I  will  confide  a  f&w  pistols  to  some  of  your  iio$t  eoun^eous 
negroes^*— your  fellow ,  Sylvester^  for  one., ,  These '  will  suffiee^ 
With  my  party  I  wiH  remain,  and  see  to  thf»  Repair  and  reload* 
ng  of  your  wag<m>  the  horses  of  wliidi>  I  pecceive,  my  pe<q^ 
have  diready  veeaptuted.  It  shall  follow  J^ou  as  soon  as  ready. 
But,  the  sooner  you  start  the  better.  Yon^  have  hardly  an  hocur 
of  snnUgfat  left,  and  the  togne  sees  t>ettei;  in  the  m^  than  the 
honest  maii«  as  the  owl  aees  better  than  the  ohklRem" 

The  widow  was  qtiite  senmble  of  tbi$  fjood  advice^  and  pee' 
pared  for  its  adoption*  H6r  servnnta  ni{MBy  got  her  eartilige 
ready,  the  traced,  where  they  hiid  been  cut,  being  s^plied  witb 
pbugh-lines.  The  appearance  of  his  own  negnles  assisting  ia 
this  duty,  reminded  our  captain  of  the  active  agency  of  the  wid^ 
ew,  in  recovering  tbem  for  lum  frosl  the  British  bulks — a  cir- 
cumstance of  which  she  had  entirely  forebome  to  apeak. 

"  I,  too,  have  my  thanks,  mf  dear  Mts.  Eveleigh,  suilse»  ts  I 
leam,  but  for  your  keen  eye,  and  fearless  ^trit,  rAf  n^froea 
would  now  be  on  their  way  to  the  Britieli  West  Indies  .B«l  I 
must  take  a.  less  burned  moment  fiur  makftig  my  acknowledg- 
menU." 

"  Don't  spedt  of  it,  my  dear  captlun ;  I  did  only  i»  a;  neigh- 
b<Mr  should  have  dene.  But,  of  (bourse,  Jroa  will  iccdtopanyiny 
people  to  my  house.  Your  ewn  will  scliredy  give  you.  a  pfX)por 
shelter  just  bow." 

^*  No;  thank  you  a  thousand  times,  hot  I  hilve  some^ef  my  <dd 
and  young  solders  with  me   ■     " 

^  I  have  room  for  all,"  said  the  hos{atable  widow. 

f*  I  thank  you  again ;  but  I  must  see  to  these  negroes ;  aaid*—" 

The  captain  paused.    The  widow  fancied  there  was  soaie»^ 
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•tle«Bri)miTltflBni6BiiB  IttBiaaiiMer.  Sbefanded  ilheste  wem  a  flli^ 
Aoibfaig  tb«ni0li'iiU  the  bf onae  on  Us  oh«ekft.  Ifrt.  £v«Mgfa' 
was  a  wMuun  of  good  tmrne  and  goed  feUing.  Siieh  a  penon 
eiwvys  r^eArm  ab.  apology  Mfekr  wh^it  it  is  worth ;  at'  lea^  A^ 
p«ver  di^iiteft  it,  driving  iha  dqNlogist'td:Ao  wait,  ajhd  Exposing 
to  himidf  the  f^imtf  of  his  ^xensea.  She  bohaved,  according- 
If,  m  tiie  rigliA  maiiiMr.  8h6  fbr^bore  anno3ring  hhn,  the  mo^ 
mofit'Sbe  Aacbvered  him  Moolred  to  exonse  hisM^tf.  Bhe  to^ 
for  grants  tb^t  ho  had  hb  vaaioiif ,  proper  enough  ,for  himself, 
wkkk  i^  wighi  not  bd'^^Mpert  fbr  him  to  inMd.  .  This  waa 
enough. 

^  Aa  iy<m  please^  ci^pftainL  .  Betanember/  f^aa  this  moment;'  I 
take  fbr  granted  that  yon  will  feel  yourself  always  welcome,  and: 
aibonie,  aA  mp  hontfa.  t  Tour  dd  and  ytwng  soUfera  wtll  nlhlCre 
this  welcome — all  whom  yon  command. .  Pny  belieT)e»  hi  addi* 
tion,  that  I  shall  deaire  to  seo  yon  at  aU'eluly  uoiaent.  1  -haVe 
TnnthtoiAisav  -froitrrlftoii,  and  aomeihing  to  comnnaiieaile.  Why 
not  ride  over  and  dine  with  ne  404morreiwv  olr  the  day  Hfler,  and 
Y^mg  yi)nr  Aiands  arith  yottff'' 

**  And  very  much  delighted,  indeedi  to  do  !>o,  Mrs.  £veleigh^ 
if  it-W  fos^ble.  At  aU-evetitok  I  lAaU  let  yuu  laiow  in  due  sea- 
Ho^f  if  I  shall  not  be  able  to  come  tb^moi^w.  Believe  me,  T 
hjHPe  not  boen  living  so  long  in  camp  aa  to  hav^  quite  lost  my 
teUab  for  a  good  diaAer.-''  * 

**  Visit  her  now,"  quoth  Porgy,  turning  away  to  see  after  the 
coach  and  wagon,  **  with  suoh^  a' beard**-* miked  grey  and  broWn, 
salt  and  p^per^^aud  m  this  taavelling  gaar-*-»a  break  under 
tlHiMiia«f*>ilQnti»--*-*'^  ' 

AbA  ha  pam«d)aaif  at  aooie  nHuentionable  difficulty-^ then 
proiceeded-<r 

** No !  nol.  One  puts  on  hie  beist  fav6rs  and  front,  when  be 
goes  to  court,  even  in  a  republic.    This  griszlly  beard  l**-^ 

Heva  he  stroked  Us«fainrepH>ach6]illj<^li<le«ally  took  himself 
by  the  beard^*^  and  added '-^  •k 

'*  Who  the  devil  coidd  have  antudpated  such  an  adventure !  -^ 
That  I  shoidd  have  ptit  aiwiay  my  best  things  in  ihy  valUel" 

He  was  bvcnighi  to  thhik  of  o^er  matters  by  the  appr«»acfa  of 
hia  Iteateiaattt/  Meanwhile^  all  wove  busy.  To  ga^er  the  ne- 
groes aftd  bianiea  logethar,  repair  the  harness^  and  set  ^  coj^ch^ 


i|#&  ^QQce  more  upon  his  h%x,  was  « tai^  o£  00  gresi  labor  witfa  * 
fli»  m4By  iiaads.  FDiionatoty*  the  ontlawss  had  left  foeUnd  Aem 
ap  abiio4ai(oe  of  plongfar^Oy  andikeie  iFaK  a  bolt  of  ro^  ift  the 
iMgoiL  The  hsmess  wsis  ^dkUjr  pat  in  stnmg  trw^etting  order* 
and  all  lei^  ftr  a  start  in  a  nrach  shorter  period  of  tiiAe  Aaa  . 
iiad  been  i^dtieipat^d*  The  widow*  accompaoie^  Mf  her  sen* 
Fordhata  and  th^  swrant  girl,  bade  Porgy-  and  his  followers  ^ 
ffieiijdly  fitreveU;  #epeatmg  her  ^lanksto  aU«  and  giving  s^- 
rate  aid  wsrm  inyitatieapB  to  eaefa  to  vitnt  her ;  whidi  all  parties 
prowis^A  ,WhaniAej  wete  Mrljr  fvt  of  sight  of 'tiie  tvoopers, 
she  called  the  oyerseer  to  the  side  of  the  coach. 

"Mr.  FosdhaoK  have  yon  fo^n  hMtf  to  €aptain  Porgy's 
placer 

«*  Not  later  than  a  nwath  ago^  hifl^am>  or  tiiereabonts.  1  pass 
it  constintly,  you  know/' 

'«ttfsalldesti«at<§,Ithink;  almost  in  rdasr 
*^The  .hoase  is  good,  ma'am,  wants  a  l|ttle  repairing;   bnt 
there's  not  a  itiok  of  We,  and^--^"' 

^  Ah !  that's  not  what  I  mean !  '  Do  you  suppose  he  has  any 
provUicmtthidrer 

"*  Not  the  feather  <^  a  cUcken,  ma'am— not  the  hsor  of  a  hog  I 
ILow  should  he  1  '  The  niggers  eat  him  out  befere  the  tories 
t^k'em  off.  They  kft  nothing.  There  xs^y  be  a  few  <:«ttle 
in  the  swamps,  and  perhaps  hogs ;  but  it's  worth  more  than  they'd 
hrfag  toi  lo^ 'em  up."  ' 

«  B4\r  then  is  lie  to  feed  jdl  these  peo^r 
.  "  ClodlkuaMrs,  ma'am ;  it's  a  wt>nder  to  me." 

"Mr.  Fordham,  we  must  take  care  of  him  and  '^eniribr  the 
pses^nt.    M€tu  who  have  so  kisg  sorved^  and  helped  to  sav^^'Uie 
country,  and  who  have  so  lately  served  and  saved  us,  nmsl  ir*t 
he  sufflaved  to  want.    Pil.tett  you  what  yoi)  muirt  db.^ 
"To be  sure,  ma'am." 

"When  we  reach  his  plaoe,  we  ^11  be  so  nigh  our  own  that 
there  can  scarce  be  any  further  danger  from  th^se  outlaws. 
You  will,  accordingly,  sfeip  at  Oi^itain  Porgy's,  and  stop  the 
wagon  there  also,  when  it  arrives.  Knook  open  the  sugaip  bar- 
rol,  BJ»d  leeve  him  ii  ftunthof  it  ^  give  him  a  Ike  proportion  out 
of  the  cofte  sack.  TheUe  are^  I  thmk^ fsis  boxes<rf  easdlest 
leavehimoM.    Pnt «tt  for  hfan, aise, •  do^ of  4h45  Wanfeitn. 
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$mA  il  jcm  can  tUak  of  i|tiy  otiber  matters,  that  may  be  useful 
fipom  among  our  stores^  leaire  him  a  like  supply.  When  I  get 
home,  I  w31  s^ud  him  «09ie  meal  and  bacon.  Ob !  don't  forget 
to  leaTe  hue  om  of  ^e  jngi  of  Jamaica.  These  soldien  are  all 
fend  of  spirit^,  yon  know.** 

Tog^  would  ha¥B  retorted '^Monf  rise  should  they  have 
spiritt 

The  plethoric  old  aoldier  little  dreamed»  at  that  moment,  what 
ihe  charities  of  the  anrii^e  widuiw  had  decreed  for  his  creature 
oemlbrt*  As  Mttle  did  Ae  eopjeeture  the  sort  of  business  which, 
at  the  san^e  time,  occupied'  hi$  hands.  !Let  us  return  to  him 
and  aole  ^  progress  of  events. 


CHAPTEE  XXIV. 

JUDICIAL  DIGNITY  IN  TUB  FOft^ST. 

OiTB  eaptinn  of  partisans  would,  hare  ^fadly  undertaken  the 
eaeort  (tf  ihe  widowrbad  cSrcumstances — in  which  die  condition 
of  hift  t^arelHug^  eostum^  mual  be  included— « allowed.  But  he 
&h*  as  leader  of  the  party ^  so  suddenly  engaged  in  such  an 
adrenture  as  t}ii^'whioh  ftdlowed  his  encountemrith  the  outlaws, 
ibai  a  seridM^^irther  4uty  bad  devolved  upon  him ;  and,  kow- 
cnrer  seUeh  or  klxurious  Ina  char^ter  might  be,  it  was  seldom 
that  he  perlniited  hia  tustea,  or  bis  love  of  ease  and  ei^oyment, 
tD  thwart  the  pei^rmaiices  to  which  he  was  professional!  jr  bound* 
£(e  wae  a  soldier,  not  less  thmi  a  hoH  tivant  and  gentleman. 
True,  he  had  been  regularly  dismissed  from  duty.  He  was  no 
longer  an  officer  in  command.  There  was  no  longer  an  army. 
Bot  he  had  ebatacter^  He  was  sure  of  his  own  honesty.  He 
fih,  «id  nnderitood,  the  lawlessness  which  prevailed  throughout 
tke  country;  and,  in  the  de^ciency  of  courts  and  sheriffs, 4ie 
itoaolved  duit  he  was  still  a  captain  of  tnflltia,  and  that  each 
nditia.attcer  waa,  ad  imeritn,  in  the  eomimfsrfoi^  of  the  peace. 

mie  old  Idea  of  regi^ion  wto  as  much  the  fashion  tlirough- 
eiii  the  eountry  as  ever.    I<t  Was  now  as  much  tb^  nece^tity  M 
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the  rogiQD,  a«  it  hfid  bij^n  m  the  emUj  tta^ei  of  aocietj  irfatft 
th^  pr^ctic0,  originated.    Tbe,  w^odt  were  fiHed  witk  <'«dAW9 

N  and  offenders  ?  and,  to  await  the  alew  procesiJes  o£  the  eobrts  of 

1  law,  at  such  a  peri^  aQd  Sn  a  eonntiy  iBO  B{>arMly  aetfled» 
to  sacrifice  all  the  securities  of  the  better  aort  of  people. 

\  cietjj  in  gncl|  cag^,  always  aesgiiU  jQi^e^j^oMaij  me^am  tor 

.  snstaimng  law  ;^^imd  ihginorals  oflaw  al: 
s^s^^n  what  are  the  pl;)VM>pig  gftf  ehriSfttJ^  •ociety>    X&thm^jf^Q 

ha^tfae,  falliuB^ficafcn^.^t^^  xed^ _ 

"wEich  is,  noyqh^i  ytfBffymafl;jqih§eet  to  Jtboafe,  tola  the  €iia»^ 


|wJts^^j2St_£li;6li4M»j!ei£^^ 

"^ong  people  of  Anglo-Normap.  origM^'y^iTaay  t<}ngier 
aESOlutel)'  essMliUgrto  the  conimon  weaT    CsptamPorgy  sim- 

^iy  fdlfllled  the  conditions  of  this  code,  when  he  resolved  on 
sabjecting  the  captive  outlaw  to  the  tender  mercies  of  an  extem- 
pore court  of  justice,  all  the  members  of  which  had  been  trained 
in  a  severe  military  school,  the  .rules  of  which  recognised  no 
limits  to  its  own  poVirs;  and' \i^dlly  xhrAw' upon  the  accused 

,  the  burden  of  proof,  in  establi^hi^^  ,^3  owf  uu[iocence. 

i  The  wagon  6t  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  reloaded,  and  despatched  upon 
its  way,  under  an  eseort  eQtfip<)sed  wholly  of  the  aUres  af -the 
widow — severffl  of  M()|om»  inehidiii^  John  SylveMer^  hkd  bean 
armed  with  the  view  to  its  diifeaoQ*  skonld  eitkar  of  the  two 
outlaws  in  the  woods  be  prepared  and  in  the  faunnr  to  attempt 
further  mischief,,  which  was  held  to  be  MuroeV  poe0ible*-wi«r 
captain  established  hiin9elf  under  a  goodly  .oi(k«piaat^^iiniitf; 
comfortably  upon  a  Iiea|i  of  dry  leiitve#  at  itanoots^  and  Snafcraeied' 
Sergeant  Millhouae  to  bring  the  ogepdiog  outliiw  bafese  liitn* . 

This  order  was  pron^tly  obeyed.,  Bia  edfut  off,  bia  araia 
bound  behind  him,  t]^e  outTaiiir,  I^orria,  waa  pwibed  forward  bjr. 
Millkouse,  his  one  haijfd  diligently  applying  the  point  of  liia 
sword  to  the  fellow's  haui^cbcp*  wbi^never  he  halted  or  aeemed 

.    unaecessarily  ra^ctaqt.    Norris  waa;^ullea  aad  aaJra^  bddij 

'  looked  the  tiger,  and  ^^ke  aa  an^i^hly  aa  a  leati  ent  ever  a 
beggaiiy  bone,  with  two  or  three  Other  eompanion  ours,  or  leaa 
1^  himsdf,  watcbing,  clQae  at  hand,  ffer  the  opportmiSty  ta  a«ri 

.    in  and  bear  away  the  prise.    The  feUow'l  caaA  was  de^emia^ 

I  and  he  knew  HI  Se  jhad  bean itaken  ybi^iwial  <MlcA>  >  andnie 
had  aoQcient  ei^perienea  q£  law,  wh|»n  adwiniateml  by  4i  niSr 


JUDICIAL  DiGsrrnr  iv  the  forest.  .  147 

lafy  man,  to  know  that  it  was  uaiiaUy  k  jnatter  uapalaxly  de- 
dsive  and  siuninaiyi  in  all  ita  proceetea.  He  was  a  hardy  ruffian ; 
and,  with  a  gloonlj  aenM  of  the  danger  that  awaited  him,  his 
habknal  mood  now  aaanm^  the  appeamnee  of  iiisolence  and 
andacilgr. 

Bni  he  wiia  in  the  hmida  of  iboae  who  had  been  accustomed 
to  deal  with  all  sorts  of  ftienders.  Porgj  awailed  Ins  ajqptroack 
with  xave  patienee  of  demeanor.  His  pbtols^  takett  from  his 
holsteni,  lay  befoi^  him,  Hib  sword,  unbelted  but  sheathed, 
erosaed  his  1^*  We.  are  constrained  to  state  the  farther  fact, 
thftt  our  captain  of  partisansi  in  ctrder  to  the  more  easy  adminis* 
tratioo  of  justice,  had  nateittonad  coat,  y^st,  and  small^lotlies,  as 
figr  as  he  possibly  c<mld  without  actually  discarding  them ;  and 
his  appeaaoance  wast  ae»OTdg|glg4,stetifieant  of  a  jngnlar  loose* 
^ness  ot  hlfcit^jrhi^wcTiire  pleased'-t(r"8rg^J8d--notJby  any 

mwal  charaeter.  Let  us  add;  i 
I  act  which  gave  Mm  this  pecui^rlaxity  in  dress,  was 
stodioQfdy  foqrbome  until  the  carriage  of  the  fSsir  ^ndow  was 
quite. ont  of  «ght.  Captain  Porgy  was  one  of  that  good  old 
school,  which,  where  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  concerned,  was 
always  earefalbf  tender  of  the  proprieties.  The  school  is  some*  i 
what  ont  of  &shion  now,  and  is  supposed  to  need  its  apologies ;  / 
bnt  we  hawe  not  space  enough  for  them  in  this  place. 

liaoce  Frampton  stood  a  little  on  one  side  of  the  Jmdge ;  but 
the  lattery  after  the  pijsoner  had  been  brought  «p,  bade  hhn  be 
Heated  as  one  of  the  court*    Pofgy  was  heedful  of  all  details. 

"  Tom,  ser|peant,"  said  he  to  MiUhoose,  **  acting  as  8heii£^  will 
be  required  to  stand.  ,A  cortain  degree  of  vigilance  is  necessary 
always,  even  when  the  court  feels  itself  perfectly  seicnre.  En- 
sign," to  Lance^  "  take  your  seat  more  to  the  1^ ;  let  the  tree 
be,  a  little  between  us — where  you  are  now,  we  mi^ht  both  be 
rang^  inlth  a  single  rifl^^hot ;  a  fact  which  mig^t  tempt  the 
rascal^  yetiin  the  woods,  to  let  drive  at  us." 

Ab  this  was  spoken,  the  prisoner  began  to  whistle.    The 
oomids  were  auddenly  silenced  by  a  smart  blow  froln  the  stiirop 
f  Sergeant  Mi)lhouse*s  game  band,  who  wd)  understood  the 
object  (f{  the  whistle* 

*  *'  Watt  with  yonr  music  till  it's  called  for,  my  lark,"  qnolh 
the  Tigilsint  sargieant. 
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The  raAui  tmtdied  vioUwtly  «t  the  c<wd«  by  wfcWi  M 
wristewefe  fiKtened,  evidently  aemrduir  of  iw*taigtli«  intligi 
niCy ;  «nd«  ItiUng  in  thfa,  1m  plwnged  bi«  hend  niooiitfneiitly  iiitd 
dw  breast  of  the  awiflmnt,  with  biill4ike  ferodty.  Be  wm&  not 
tnH  enough  to  address  his  battering-ram  at  the  face  of  Ae  uttP- 
geant,  or  he  iB%ht  have  done  misdiief  to  the  maecafd  of  the 
▼eteran.  The  latter  was  taken  by  sorpriae,  and  tAt^otit  lost  hk 
feet,  as  wdl  as  his  breath,  for  a  moment ;  bnt  bis  hoge  and  wdl 
buttressed  form  was  staggered  only,  not  orerArown ;  and,  rtcov-  • 
ering  himself,  he  dropped  his  swiwd,  and  planted  a  settler  m  the 
nostrils  of  the  outlaw;  which  laid  biw  otit  Bfce  a  log,  the  bleoid 
spnrtmg,  in  a  big  strea^i  firom  the  proboscis  of  the  victim. 

"  Well  ddivered,**  qnoth  P^gy ;  -  he  wfll  hardly  tiyhfc  boms 
upon  yon  a  second  time,  Mr.  Sheriff.    Help  Mm  to  rise,  boys." 
This  was  said  to  the  negroes  who  hwig  ttroimd,  qirite  ddightod 
with  the  solemnity  of  the  scene,  and  the  atlioi  Which  bad  begtm 
with  so  mnch  sphtt,  and  which  prOttiised  to  be  so  csiUveiAi^. 
Pomp,  the  fiddler,  absolutely  lost  his  propriety  so  for  atf  to  wa'«^ 
his  fiddle  aloft,  while  execttting  a  sort  of  wilidUcolt  nidfetriWil 
upon  his  pms-^a  proceeding  which  was  quickly  arrested  by  tA 
order  of  his  master,  to  "box  that  feUoW  up  till  he's  waatted.^ 
Pomp  sank  back  demurely  enough,  and  took  espe<»)d  care, 
during  the  rest  of  the  scene,  to  atteact  no  especial  attention  to 
himself:  Tom,  the  cook,  giving  him  first  a  gende  adtrionitfwi,  by 
a  sharp  sadden  gripe  about  bis  weasand.    This  littki  epfcod^ 
occupied  but  a  few  moments.    Tbe  outlaw  Norrfs,  half-stunned, 
was  raised  once  more  to  his  feftt,  the  Wood  still  drilling  from  liis 
nostrils.    Oaptahi  Porgy  surveyed  hhn  very  much  as  thfe  Bow- 
street  magistmte  is  said  to  examibe  the  i^sages  of  did  effi^nders, 
or  those  whom  be  thinks  so ;  but  he  ^d  not  fall  into  the  usual 
habit  of  that  officer,  of  finding  the  offender  always  ilMooking. 
On  the  contrary^  he  bad  a  differcint  theory  in  such  matted. 

•*  But  that  you  have  spdiled  his  nose  for  a  thne,''  quoth  ^orgy, 
^  the  oiender  wotild  be  a  good-looking  fellow — even  handsome, 
peiluips,  stripped  of  his  brush,  and  with  a  des^  Aitt  on.  Ill  H 
•ot  enio«8  that  ihese  rsgnes  should  be  so  commonly  handsoteie  1 
.don't  lemember  one  whom  we  have  had  to  bang,  who  wwildnH 
heSeMIUM  qi^J4BG^ty-ieHow  among  tliotromeyt^^lTliere 
wsa  taas  leUow. Bfy^ whom  we  left  swinging  at  Four  Holes:  he 
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was  a  fine-looking'  feUow,  Lance.  And  del  Echars,  the  Dtitch^ 
man,  whom  we  di'essed  m  tar  and  fciftthers  at  Monk's  Oomer,  for 
stealing  cattle^  he  was  a  beaibtj^,  though  neaiiy  sixty  years  of 
age.  Yon  see,  my  M^nd,  that  heawty  isajgare.  \  Tt  rryfjkfA 
many  a  poor  fjlow  a  rogoe!  I  suppose,  beoanse  it  first  makeik  ] 
him  a  faolr^'Tr'tontil  haEead ;  and  when  the  head's  totned,  a 
fellow  ceases  to  be  a  man,  and  goes  to  the  devil  like  a  beast 
It  is  the  head  that  keeps  a  man  in  position.  Let  him  lose  that 
hakmce,  and  he  staggers,  firom  right  to  kit,  with  a  sort  of  moral 
drunkenness.  Talking  of  dmnkenness,  reminds  me  that  a  go^ 
snp  of  Jamaica  wonld  not  be  amiss  after  that  little  ran  we  had, 
Sergeant  IGllhotise ;  but '^-^ with  a  sigh— ^"^  we  must  now  diinkr 
of  other  natters !  A  handsome  rascal,  indeed !  but"-^  addres- 
sing the  ptfsoner  abmptly— **  well»  my  good  fellow,  how  do  yott 
call  yourself  f 

Let  us  leave  this  examination  for  a  moment,  in  order  that  aS 
the  parties  to  tlie  s<^ne  should  be  propetly  shown  up,  each  In 
kfa  exaet  poKidbn,  to  ti^e  eye  of  the  reader.  Tfam  far,  the  whole 
progress  of  the  affair  had  been  witnessed,  dibugh  imperfeotiby, 
at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  move  or  less,  hy 
the  oui-lytng  squatter,  Bbstwick.  Perfectly  femi&r  with  the 
ground  and  region,  he  had^regulated  his  own  coarse  and  mov^ 
ments  enthrely  by  those  of  the  pftrvy  which  he  no  longer  dared 
to  assail.  Byerawfing  and  creeping,  orouchkig  and  windng*^ 
by  stealthy  movements,  Hke  those  of  the  wild-ciA  and  fox — hy 
A  shmous  progress  like  that  of  the  selrpent — >he  had  wound  his 
way  fecmi  pohit  to  point,  wherever  he  famcied  that  a  good  place 
could  be  had  far  surveying  the  proceedftfgs  of  his  enemies.  In 
this  prog]«e80  he  omitted  no  precaution,  and  none  snq>ected  how 
closely  they  were  watched.  It  was  the  conviction  of  Porgy  and 
the  rest  that  the  outlaws  were  completely  dispersed ;  and  that 
terrified  by  the  execution  dene  atnong  them  *-^  the  death  of  no 
less  than  three  of  their  numrber,  and  the  captivity  of  a  fouith — 
the  two,  escaping,  had  fled  incontinently  from  the  dangerous 
nefghborhood. 

But  Bostwick  had  several  reasons  for  lingering  upon  the 
grotoid,  even  after  the  chances  of  profit  had  wholly  disappeared. 
He  had  a  fellow-foelmg  for  his  captive  comrade ;  and,  as  he  had 
frequently 'doniB  before,  was  prepaid  to  follow  the  footsteps  of 
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bis  eaplon$»  in  eager  expectation  gS  the  moionent  when  thair  vigi- 
lance wetdd  00  relax  as  to  enable  him  tp  effect  his  r^Bcue,  eyen 
at  soode  luusacd  to  himself.  He  was  thu9  far  faithfql  to,  the 
booid  of  brotherhood,  which  is  said  to  be  saqred  even  among 
thieves.  He  wa«  prepared,  aa  we  ^all  seoi  for  other  necessi- 
ties. He  was  not  long  pemutted  to  Temjain  in  d<>ubt  as,  <iO  the 
purposes  of  Captain  Porgy  and  his  associatf^s ;  th^se,  inde^  ho 
readily  divilied.  He  naturally  conjectured  thai  the  p^Kcy  of 
tbe  captors  would  prompt  them  to  ascertain  firom  the  prisoaer 
all  the  facts  of  the  expedition — the  parties  by  whom  it  was  set 
on  Ibot-^the  persons  actually  engaged  in  it«  and  the  motiye^  by 
m^hich  it  was  prompted. .  Atf  the  pro<^^ings»  as  already  de- 
scribed, con&rtned  him  in  his  conjectures ;  and  his  invest  and 
anxiety  eos^nued  to  increase,  as  he  i>ehQld  the  deliberation  wifii 
which  the  party  commenced  the  affau*.  JBEe  had  gQtas  neartQ 
the  spot  aa  he  Well  dared,  £rem  that  quarter  of  the  wojt>dA  w^ch 
aforded  him  contfealftient,  telying'oot  less  on  the^depthof  ^vi$r 
wlii6h  he  occupied  than  upon  the  ^^sciMty  wiA  whichrin.tbe 
erentiof  danger,  he  oould  glide  unseen  into  the  recessea  of  th^ 
adjaeetit  swamp. 

H«3e  he  beheld  the  progress  of  affiur> ;  saw  Porgy  let  himself 
dewn  deliberately  at  the  base  of  tb|  oak ;  beheld  the  prisioner 
brought  up  i  heard  the  beginning  of  his  whistlei  and.  saw  the 
summary  manner  in  which  he  had  been  silenced  by  tbe  game- 
hand  of  Sergeant  Hillhouse*  The  fierce  assault  of  IfTonisi  by 
which  he  had  resented  the  blow,  and  tbe  severe  punishment 
which  he  had  received  in  consequence,  added  to  his  excitement; 
and,  but  for  the  madness  <^  such  an  act»  be  would  hare  darted 
out  to  the  succor  of  his  comrade.  Qe  forebore ;  but  it  was  with 
a  feverish  vexation,  which  kept  him  singularly  fidgetty  and 
readess.  Not  a  syllable  could  he  distinguish  of  what  was  said 
by  either  of  the  parties ;  but  he  cooid  very  well  conjecture  what 
was  likely  to  be  said.  His  disquiet  greatly  increased  in  conse- 
qfoenee  of  his  inability  to  hear.  £Us  intei-est  was  by  no  means 
an  unselfish  one.  He  knew  that  Norris  was  a  stnfbbom  sCoUn- 
di^el,  hajrdened  in  sin,  callous  by  repeated  Inlhmios;  and  one 
whom  frequent  hair-breadth  esci4>e8  had  rendered  tenadoua  of 
his  secret,  and  more  than  commonly  confident  of  his  gool  luek 
fai  eaeape.    But  the  squatter  dreaded  still,  \e$t  tenkptation  and 
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leKT  c<niibiiiM  d^tdd  fioftlljr  get  the  better  dC  his  fasrcUbood,  aiwd . 
ph>inpt'  tho«e'iWrelatioii8;idiioh'  tntut  be  fiital  to  hit  own  sa^etj. 
Ould  he  have  heard  ih^  pneeedings,  lie  woiild  bave  been  mdre 
at  ease,  even  dietigh  theie  ahoriU  only  ieiidto  cdiifirm  bia  ap- 
prebensionB/ 

With  a  mood  that  b<Besi|ie  teomeiitly  nere  and  iii<»e  despe- 
rate from  the  vet^r  coiitl)iQanee  of  his  doubts,  BowlMtk  began, 
at  length,  to  £nger  the  lock  of  bk  rifle,  icarcelj  consoioua  that 
he  was  ^ing  b6.  He  edidd  i^eareely  resist  tbe  knpdbe  which 
prompted  bim  to  send;  a  bnlle*  tbrkigb  the  ps^vokiaf  abdoiacii 
of  «^e  Mptitte:of  par&akifi,  now  rendered  doiiblj'e&nsiye  to  the. 
eye  bjr^he  remotal  of  tk  Hsbal  reslta-afalls  of  button,  bek  and 
buckle.  At  «Kother  moment  bis  thought  wi^nU  be  to  smgk  mat. 
as  a  vkthiiy  tb^  taU,  e^et,  akd  mw^boil^ed  figure  of  the  sergeant, 
acting  as  sbbrifp  in  the-proeee£ngs.  Could  be  bave  got  Ihe 
tbre^'^^  eapUun,  ensign,  and  sergeant— «»ln  arrange,  or  enen* 
two  of  ihetk,  h»  had  never  resisted  4he  temptataod.  He  had,' 
under  these  exciting  te^dencjes*  cojntitraed  to  crawl  and  creep 
up  within  a  hundred:  and  tbiHrf  yardsi  of  the  soen^iof  trial,  and 
at  Sttch  a  distance,  with  ia  rest,  he  bad  the  mosi  pededt  faitb  in 
bis  own  skill  -to  m^e  bis  mark,  and  the  oapadtgr  «f  bis  rifle  to 
qpeed  tb^  bullet  home. 

Tbe  <d]qK)SitSon  grew  in!  hifl^  mind  \o  «dopt  some  sneb  despe^ 
rate  «otoe  of  a<itk>n.  He  4ooked  i^bont  himi,  accordingly,  witk 
r«^tb4  to  tbe'meiins  left  bim  for  escape  sbo«ld  ha  lesolve  to 
firs.  ThU^'ex<Ma»iiMttion  of  the  spot-wfak^W  14  oceiqiied^  led  bim 
insSMMhl' lo  change  ft — a  phKseeding-whiefc  hrrolvid,  neeepsa^' 
rHy,  itmte  fittl^  loss  of  ^time^-  But  be  moved  btfisUy,  as  weU  as 
stealthily,  and  at  length  found  bimself,  in  f^  more  satis&otery 
place  of  concealment  and  ambush,  upon  the  edge  of  the  swamp, 
where  he  was  sheltered  partly  by  the  dense  thicket  of  gall- 
bushes,  of  which  we  have  already  given  some  idea.  Here,  at 
bis  back,  were  all  the  facilities  for  flight,  by  a  sinuous  progress, 
and  under  cover  all  the  way.  Here  ran  a  mighty  cypress,  half- 
buried  in  water,  hidden  from  view  by  a  wilderness  of  bndies, 
growing  upon  the  tussocky  ridge  on  tlie  edge  of  which  it  had 
fallen.  Farther  on,  a  dump  of  bays,  or  dwarf- laurel,  interposed 
to  receive  him.  Beyond  was  a  tract  of  the  gall  and  hurrah- 
bushes,  matted  by  vines,  which  seemed  to  enmesh  their  entire 


162  wooDCRiun. 

Upt ;  beyviid,  the  plaeea  of  refoge  spread  «w«j  mt«viiuiiaj%, 
tormmgf  evea  b  dajHght,  an  almoal  perfect  ahelter;  but  at 
nigbtfaUf  a  queitionlMS  jdaee  of  secwritj;  Tlie  tefj^n,  wliick 
WM  called  ^Bear  Oatile"  bj  tke  aeifliWbood,  wa«  one  wbieh 
he  well  knew.  It  yielded  him,  comparatively  speakiiigi  a  per- 
feetlj:  iafe  mode  of  retreat  from  the  po^it  wl^ipe  be  e^t^bli^bed 
hmmelfy  i&  Aa  event  of  any  necetdty  oocurring  ff r  svdd^a 
digit.  Hera  he  fotmd  bimself  ia  a  place  altoflietber  to  bia  li* 
Mng^  one  ui  which  be  migfat  eontriT^  to  obifun  a  knowledge  of 
what  wai  foiag  an  among  the  partiaenfl;  o?erl^  thm  pro- 
oaadbigs,  and  interpoie»  if  t)ece89My»  at  dbe  pjropeir  m<H3ae9t| 
yet  otta  whaob  he  coaU  kave  at  a  nbort  iiiHi^i  and  witbont 
emhanannnant,  for  tha  d^per  raoesfle^  of  the  $wmf  tbickf#, 

**  And  now,'''  Mid  bft  to  biilia»lf»  ^  JKck  V^mh  H'a  jist  ea.  bell 
and  yon  ohooies  1  £f  you're  the  mafi,  to  bold;  ogl,  I*qi  the  man 
to  help  yoH  i  Yeu'va  been  in  as  %ht  a  fix  afore  oow».  and  you 
know  that  I  stiick  by  yoa  then !  $et  your  tfBetb  biMr4  I)icl^ 
apd  I  laekoh  we  can  aerape  you  through  1'' 

Thii  waaaU  said  ia  a  whkper,  tbougb  aa  if  the  p^raoii  9pf>heii 
to  oould  bear.  Boetwick  aour  appeared  tnore  at  lafl  easot  waa 
Qookr  and  move  oofapo«ed ;  anda  satisfied  to  have'  gained  the 
reqaii*ed  place  of  watch  and  safety,  not  moab  oyer  a  btimdred 
ya^  from  tka  plaqe  of  trial*  rifle  \m  ffngf,  a^d  co^^^n  de 
ckm9ic  looasned  ia  bis  balt»  crouching  beside  a  pine  which  goew 
ap<m  a  bank  soiMcwbat  raised  above  the  gaueral  ICKreb  before 
wbkh  itceiobad  a  Ultla  forest  of  gall-bnsbea  and  young  ipyrtla* 
ha  paeied  keenly  throngb  the  vistas  of  the  woodi  not  hmg.  a. 
«agla  movemaiil  among  those  \m  watf&ed»  wUla  his  ewnmiie 
was  aadeeifomg «« Tha  <^sestiM»." 
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RAPID   PROCBSSRAOP  EXTBMPORB   LAW.. 

{iitai^  !n  ibe  tiMe^^^wlih5ii  the  «fllj  lirdfld  ttdfiAfly  eaRi^,  *'  f6bi 
old  tiine8,'*''^w1ieii  Btat«  ty^r^f,  ihS  th«  l^pahiah  tfi^HIi^ori, 
werfe  m  jW7  W<»f,^— to  tii^  k  rulga^  idiotn;  but  a  terjr  nppifol. 
pri«t<)  ^^ore-^Ad  tb^  trtiki  t)f  Noiifs,  bjr  ilfr  mhitarjr  cohtf» 
(romi^  in  reaRty  to  f>e.  BbsfWitk  Well  katir  tfaci  tistka!  j^rfactiei) 
on  M  sodi  occasions.  H^  tiad  some  personal  experience  o^ 
**  tbe  qtiestion^  bimself.  He  had,  as  we  bad  gathered  firom  hlb 
words,  been  more  than  once  instramental  in  rescuing  hh  c6m^ 
rade  from  fts  opeta^n.  ite  did  br  ixt  taeant  despair,  a^rd- 
iRgiy  r  ^^  fcept  himself  in  reiserte  toi  the  chapter  of  accidents 

Oar  captain  df  partisans  very  Veil  imdersfood  tliat  one  of  the 
outlaws  TtiigM  be  krkhig  about,  and  l<k>lbhi^  on ;  bcft  he  little 
dreamed  bow  n%h,  or  wftb  what  purposes  in  h\k  miiid.  He  waa 
pmeeedlng  with  singular  calmne^  in  the  trial,  W  With  a  solerb- 
nity  of  manner  fully  proper  to  the  enormous  offence  o^  the  pr^ 
oner.  We  have  heard  the  inquiiy  with  wbici  he  cotnmenced 
the  examination  of  Norris.  It  met  witli  no  answer.  The  f^lloi\r 
vuHenly  stood  Tq>,  though  With  half^htit  eyes,  tbrottgh  Vhlch 
the  hieek  ibrocity  eotld  be  seen  sfill  to  flash  out  biigbtly,  and 
showing  ihai  ^e  dttr^  was  by  no  meahs  subdued,  though  blniifl€iiil 
nor^fy,  aiid  In  ii^t  bonds. 

**itA  ye,  fellow,^'  said  P<>rgy,  reputing  the  ^ueslkln,  "do 
you  hear  t — by  what  naine  are  you  known  among  yoiir  kindred  J 
-^who  are  you? — and  what  has  prompted  you  to  the  commis- 
rion  of  AiB  outlawry?  Be  civil  now — your  safety  depends 
somewhat  upon  your  fuHy  unburtheiling  your  conscience  of  all 
fts  secrets.    Give  an  accountof  yourself  to  the  court." 

'iOonrtj  T^d&^  seg^y  couft !"  responded  the  prt9one», 
wWi  a  mS(^J*mroF  contempT^d  defiance.  ^~~^ 

^Ah!  you  dou%  eh!  Well,  but  what  if  it  mdced  you  feel 
7» 
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t  it  1  It  strikes  me  there's  sometliing  in  that  I  Think  better  of 
it,  my  poor  fellow,  and  answer  the  court  with  a  decent  sense  of 
its  power,  if  not  of  its  authority." 

''I'll  answer  when  it  suits  me!     Time  enough,  when  I'm 
raally  before  a  court    You're  none,  I  reckon.    yTou're  no  more 

I    a  jgdge  thg-  t  ,^ »»  ^  •      >     t  ^>       -^ 


^  sorry  you  think  so,  my. good  fellow,"  said  Porgy, 
mfldly :  "  for  your  own  sake,  you'd  better  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  wg  gari  a-cpug,  hftOT>gJib<B^4>ft3gg^^  death  \  and 

prepare  your  diefence  acepii3Bngly«  We'gliiryou  f^  fa^  chi^iica 
ifix  your  life.  Tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth«t  and  jM>thing  but 
the  truth,  and  you  don't  know  what  good  it  will  do  you -^  if  not 
in  this  world,  atwU  events  in  the  neixt  Qonfess  who  set  ypja.on 
this  expeditipn— who  were  ypur  aasociajies^— where  do  uey 
harbor-^ what  are  the  names  of  these  who  survive  1  Torn 
state's  evidence  as  fast  as  you  can,  if  you  would  be  treated  with 
tndulgence." . 

"  I  dpn^t  see  what  you  can  do  with  me,  but  cai?ry  me  to  prisoiv 
There's  ;io  army  1  Don't  I  know  that  the  ajrmy  is  broken.  n|^ 
and  all  the  British  gone,  -  And  there's  no  courts  y it ;  and  if 
there  wasoourts,  jw^  I  reckon,  aint  np  J^ge^  and  these  nig- 
gers «|nt  no  jury  1  You  kin  only  ^^irry  m^  to  Jail*  That's  the 
worst  that,  yoo  km  do;  and  I  aintafeered  of  anyjafl  I. ever 
aeedyit!" 
And  he  chuckled*  with  the  feeling  of  one  who  had  been  par- 

.  t     ticularly  smart,  if  not  severe. 

I  "You  grieve  me,  my  interesting  fellow,  by  your  imper&ct 

I      know;l{Bdge  of  the  law  1    I  am,  at  this  moment,  both  judg^  and 
I    lf^\  <^  <^y  excellent  &iend»  on  the  rigbl;  is  my  sh^iiB^  iMi4 

t  \  the  executioner  of  my  decrees !  These  sona  of  Ethiopja  iffi^  aU 
i  .good  wen  yid  torne^baviqg  yi  atjdmg  sensa  f)f  snth^prijj  and 
.^i^ce.  Xou  will  ^d"  diem  iully  capable  of  undei-stimS^  aU 
theTSicts  in  your  case ;  and  I  feel  myself  equally  able  to  ex- 
pound to  them  the  law  upon  it  As  for  the  army,  my  friend^ 
that  is  never  broken  up,  so  long  as  there  are  criminals,  like  your- 
self, to  be  broken  in.  The  good  citizeus  of  a  country  must 
always  consti^t^  a  standing  army  for  the  purposes  of  public 
justice  and  public  securify.  Answer,  there^re,  as  civilly  ^mfi 
^y  as  possible,  the  quesUons  I  shall  put  to  you,  if  you  wiwld 
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0^careifbr  yourself  tlie  least  inditlgence.    WbAt  may  b0  fotif 
name  t" 

"  I  sha'nt  tel!  yoti  !*'  was  the  insolent  reply. 

"Well,  perhaps-  dirit  Is  not  necessary.  It  li^  not  ne^ittisaiy 
that  we  should  Tluow  a  man's  name  in'  orie^  to  hang  hjm.  In 
reporting  otrr  protfeecBngs  We  shall,  dotihtltof,  find  a  nam^  for 
yon.  For  the  present,  we  will  consider  you  one  John,  t^t  Tfota, 
01^  Pinter  Kemo.  *  Rethemher,  S^i^geant  Hj^lAionBe^  attd  yon  Boihp, 
and  yora,  bolyd,  genefaAy,  that  the  prisoned  is  ^(<Ml' Peter  Nemo; 
aiia^  John  l^emo,  ti?ius  Xebuchadnessar  Fish,  alia*       '  '* 

**  T  don't  atiswer  to  any  such  names  !^' 

^^giliinro  giTCT  wmsgnt^  You  don't  answer  to  any  naon^,  neis^ 
it  would  8eem»  to  any  thing !  Don't  deceive  yourstelft  my  pleA^* 
^ng  prisoner.  I  doti't  c^re'  a  straw  whe^er  you  answer  or  not. 
ThafB  jast  as  you  please.  3ut  we  must  go  .threttgH  «6ttaS» 
formfi,  for  yonr  own  sake ;  iind,  for  the  same  *iieason*-^ simply  to 
give  you  every  cUaTicfl^ — I  imst  put  s^e  other  qneAti<m|  M 
you,  I  don't  wnut  you  t.)  answer,  if  you  doa't  think  ptoper  to 
do  m.  Who  were  your  confederates!  ydt»  alli^Tfj,  y4>Ur  iM^aoeiatlMi 
in  this  highway  robbery  !'* 

"There's  no  highway  robbery  1^'   ' 

**  Sorry  that  we  tnust  differ,  ray  iHend,  in  thig'  matter.  You 
atie  iinf6]lunate  thkt  we  found  yon  in  the  aot-^ia  the  Ml  po..* 
yesrfon  of  t£e  pWler.  i'  ath  indigent  td  yon.  >i  I  wiltvepea^ 
\h^  qnestioh'^'who  were  ydur'aslftoeiaties  in  Che  intteMfiting  wSkkp- 
pnse  lii  Whiich  1^  fbuhd  you  iehgaged  V 

'^VMiMfl '.  Aiik^  me  nb  iquestkns.    I  sWn't  aaiwer.    Take 
me  to  jail,  if  you  choose." 

"  Jidl,  my  friend!    J^mpoBmbl^  j    I^nt  i^ppMcvie  ol  iaipdson- 
mentl    It  degradesa  freeman  into  thecon3ition^i|.'wiid  beastT 
^Tfflfaia  tmnk  a  Aim  of^ygnr  spSfe  wodcT^fa  deatEnrttJouT 
^and'  thriefe,  to^  itWfetge8?ftion^thii|  sfxme  walls^  and  mm  bige^^ 
1et£    'Sol  ho!  my  (Hend,  we  w4lf  not  punish  you  so  cruelly. 
YouTtortures,  when  your  trial  is  over,  shall  be  short.    Who  wa« 
Hie  ringleader  in  tlds  expedition  ?*' 

"Oh!  be  d — ^— df  Don't  bother  me  with,  your  axings.  I 
AlnHI  gnin^  to  answer fnothh^ 

'  ^Tdtt'iire  ifreVe^nt,  my  poor  ^Milow;   you  don't  know  tM 
nAeUtf  yon  injay  do  yootself !    Onea  more,  let  i  me  kaoW  bow 
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muof  penooo,  avui  who,  were  concerned  in  iim  enterprise*  wlucli 
you  will  not  allow  was  highway  robbery.  Who  first  set  yon 
upon  it;  who  waa  your  leader:  and  what  was  yonr  scheme 
throQ^hont  {— Hake  a  clean  breast  of  it,  my  good  fellow^  that 
y^m  may  have  '  irall  done'  said  to  yon  for  once  p.  yonr  life." 

^  Ax  awi^y»  '^  jna'jre  tinod.  Xon  git  no  answ^  fitn^  me« 
old  PcHrpoise  !*' 

'*  The  poor,  d^ 4  feol  I"  qnodi  MiUhonse^  in  a  whisper  to 

lionce.  '*  Every  vord  he  aays  is  a-bito^pdng  him  tighter  and 
tighter!" 

**  That  has  a  salt-water  sonnd  1"  was  the  remark  of  Pergy, 
^^tly  made,  but  there  was  «  suflden  redness  abont  the  che^ 
and  gills,  fM  he  spoke,  that  shewed  hin^  .beginning  to  be  chafed 
ai  the  outlaw's  insolence.  He  restrained  eveiry  ebullition  of 
temper,  howevec,  in  recognition  of  what  he  held  U>  be  the  sol* 
emn  nnimpasaioned  character  of  his  present  duty ;  and  continued 
te  put  his  questions,  in  varions  shapes,  until  ^e  bad  exhausted 
aH  ifae  proper  aubjeets  of  inqmry,  a44  -afforded  th^  prisoner  the 
fiillest  opportunity  to  neveal  aU  that  he  knew.  T^  ^t^^  e^^od 
the  answers  being  all  equally  unsatisfactory  and  insolenit«  our 
captain  of  partisans  turned  to  Bergean^  Millhouse, 

YMr.  Sheflif^  we  have  g^en  our  prisoner  every  chance;  imt 
he  is  wedded  to  his  idfls  and  van^s — he  r^ects  every  op- 
pcntBttity  of  meirey  I  Thep^e  is  ^  proverhr  Kr.  ^eii^  upon 
lAich  we,  in  tbd  aony,  are  alw^^  proippt  to  |^t>  imd  the  ex- 
pediency of  which  our  e^erienne  hfi^  usually  confirmed — 
*^The  bind  thai  can  aing,  and  WKm't  sn^g' — £b  j  you  rf^member, 
sei^eantt" 

««Mjaat  be  made  to  mMi^./" 

"Exactfy!" 

**  I've  been  ar4hinklng,  ca^in,  for  a  long  time,  thi^  yio|i  wap 
i^moet  foffgitting  our  anny  practice.  I've  been  a-w^inting  to 
clap  a  stepper  on  the  ftllow's  mnwste  ever  seiicei  you  begun  to 
WOL  him  the  questions." 

"Ah !  but  a  muzzle  was  not  the  thing  exactly.  To  make  hip 
unmuzaiet  wns  my  olgeci.  Wfll  1^  wqidd  not  jdp  40  to  please 
us,  we  must  now  persuade  him  ta  do  so  to  plel^e  hiofs^I  ^i^ 
Mm  a  abeteh,  ^Mriffl  Appmt  a  ^iiple  iof  tl^e  Ethiopiana, 
your  d^^tiet  for  the  oecasinn*  whQe  jw  act  a#  Pfovo^  ICf^n^Ml 
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iind^— ^looking  alxwt  imd  ab^vte  hiin---"tb€are  is  a  good  Uige 
hickovy  npou  the  left  which  seems  to  have  stretched  oat  its  aims 
for  the  yery  porpose  the  moment  it  was  wanted.  Let  hm  be 
pei^uaded  to  that  hlchofj  V^ 

Mjlftonse  seemed  to  have  provided  himself  with  due  refer- 
ence lo  the  exigency.  Biis  single  remaining  hand  i^redufied  a 
coil  of  ^nder  rope  from  beiu»d  him.  A  running  noose  waa 
found  in  it  already ;  aad,  caSing  Pompey  from  the  crowd,  the 
fiddler  was  made  t^  take  the  rope  over  his  shoulder,  and  ascend 
the  hickory.  He  stood  on  one  of  its  ontstretching  boughs,, and, 
having  dropped  the  cord  across  the  bongh,  sat  quietly  awaitaag 
the  prisoner. 
'  '*  Ton  see  \**  aaid  Pevgy  to  Nenis. 

The  lyiow  reibsed  to  look  «p,  but  sai  doggedly,  wikii  his 
head  stuck  on  one  side,  as  if  with  the  most  rigid  determination. 

"  You  hear  !*'  continued  Porgy.  ♦*  Be  warned,  my  poor  fellow, 
and  make  a  free  confession.  There  is  no  good  resHon  why  your 
tongue  should  make  your  throat  suffer.  Speak  freely,  and  don't 
make  a  figure  of  yopr^elf.". 

No  answer ! 

"  Let  him  jbie  po^f^d^  to  ippe^  Mr.  ShiSfiS,**  said  Porgy, 
in  accents  aa  mild  as  those  of  Ali  Pacha  in  his  most  patriarchal 
moments.  In  an  instant^  atid  oi  a  sign  fro^  imhowe^  a  coiq^le 
of  the  negfoesi  sehed  apen  Ike  pdaonery  and  an  ilheir  stalwart 
anns,  it  requfared  ^t  a  moiAen*  to  oondact  ham  to  the  design 
ttlited  Itee.  Another  jaomnat  faffioed  to  riip  ihe  noose  about  his 
lieek ;  this  done,  the  negtoea  took  hold  jof  Ahe  jrof»  withr  alacrity^ 
and,  tims  hi  ref^besa,  they  looked  to  the:  cafteua  for  hie  ftirther 
orders. 

«*Toi  fe^r  said  Pergy  to  the  ovOaw. 

No  answer. 

*<My  friendv"  eonlhiued  the  eapti|iB  oi  paitisans,  "*  I  wo«td 
aot  ruffle  a  single'  feather  in  the  wing  of  so  innocent  a  bird  as 
yourself;  but  b^s  must  be  made  te  smg  at  ^  proper  aeaBOih 
#M  yew  sing  for  «  f ^ 

i*Ho|d ^n»y!ivertf  Idor 

*  Teu  bav6  bebn  a  bad  iwerf  nqr  poor  ielloiw*  Whether  you 
wffl  die  as  you  haf^e  lived,  is  a  ^paeiitioii  for  ycmrseif !  I  giire 
yott  ttrae.    I  am,  naturally,  the  most  teiidor4iearted  mtoft  in  tke 
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worM ;  but  toagh  rogaes  must  be  made  tender  also.  OooJImv! 
I  wotild  not  be  guilty  of  a  eroelty  to  beast  to  man;  hni  ^SbU 
lawi^"  most  be  stopped ;  and  tfaievmg  and  murder  are  such  of- 
fences, that  indiscreet  persons,  like  yvyturself,  must  be  made  to  fiuv 
bear  them.  Open  your  eyes  to  your  danger,  and  empty  your 
bosom  of  its  eril  secrets.  I  will  count  one  desen,  while  you 
moditate  what  to  do.'  I  will  ^aani  slowly,  tbat  you  may  have 
time  for  meditation;  but,  sc  sure  as<I  am  an  hanebt  judge»  and 
my  sheriff  a  faithful  officer,  if,  by  the  tiitie  I  have  said  twelve^ 
you  do  not  confess,  you  ride  a  nag  that  blacksmith  never  yet 
tried  to  shoe." 

And  the  captain  of  partisans  began  the  tale  with  well  measur* 
ed  deliberation ;  pausing,  between  the  sombers,  tiie  length  of 
a  colon  at  least*^^  one :"  ''  two :"  <'  throe ;"  and  so^fiNrth ! 


OHAPTEE  XXVI. 

THK   APPLrCATION  OP  **  THF  QUBStlON." 

Mban wviLB^  tiie  squatter,  Bostwid,  bad  beeome  quite  sensible 
of  the  danger  of  his  comrade.  He  oenld  net  mistake  his  situ** 
tSon,  or  the  natuve  of  the  ezporiAient  wUck  was  about  to  be 
tried  upon  his  fimmessw  OM  expeiience.  bad  made,  him  quifaa 
fiuniKear  wkb  the  whole  pioeesg.  He  was  vety  well  aware  that 
the  pArpose  of  the  partasaris  wenld  not  be  ^ply  to  epie<mte 
punishment  upon  him,  except  in  degree ;  and  simply  to  the  ex-* 
tent  which  would  insure  ibe  revelaitiou  of  bis  secret  Bu^  this 
was  the  veiy  danger  that  he  most  dreaded.  Were  they  to  slay 
the  prisoner  outrif^t,  the  squatter  would  be  much  less  disquieted. 
But  to  force  him  to  speak— to  compel  him  to  buy  his  lifo  by 
giving  up  his  oomrades^-was  a  danger  to  Umself,  involving 
many  dangers,  which  he  could  by  no  means  contemplate  widi 
serenity.  Agitated  by  various  dad^  4aA  savsge  feelings,  be  un« 
oonsoieaBly  Advanced  seversl  paces  bota  the  spot  where  be  had 
shdtered  himself.  Headvanced;  but  did  not focget his eanlion. 
Hib  iqpipcoacb  was  still  firmn  coves  to  eoter;  his  place  of  co9|e«a^ 
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meut  b^g  alwAyi  made  0ti«  of  before  Inking  n^^liigle  forWard 
•lep.  But  he  agtun  reeeded-^Mce  iiM»re  eiymcheH  into  the 
Hfeketv  and  leABe*^  «g«S*8t  the  ti^ ;  the  big  sweat  conning,  hi 
baiuted  dv^;.«p«i  his  Wartbj  for^ieadi ,  But  he  >9tin  kept 
watehnpon  hUnn^KT  <^oitiiiide;  And  opott  the  proe<dedtog»  of 
kb  jodgee;  Mttetittes,  he  tn^tlmt  m  biief  epa^modto  M>liloqn)^, 
M  if  «Bdecvm|g  t»  aMtrre  kiUBetfl;  in  some  fiiu^h' uttetaticee  as 
the  following : — 

^H#lvrM>  die  {sane  1  BewM  notceaflMl  Vety  weH-ldPs 
ii§ht  1  l^orria  w!aa  alwqre  a-'toiigh  ftUow.  fie  won't  give  tip ! 
I  vUh  I  eorid  hdpMm  ;f  trat  that^<  onpc^toible.  But  tfhey  wont 
carry  it  ihxwigli!  It^  on|y  t^  scai^  him !  He  knows  ihatf 
B»  w<m^  leak  f    He^  keep  att  dose  I-- Ah !" 

Her  agani  odhraneed/afid  a  sba^Uer  went  over  his  frame.  He 
eanght  up  bi«  lifle,  ihwwU  oiit,'aad  drew  it  to  the  range*  as  if 
in  the  act  to  fiiB^bot  in  a  moment  after  dropped  it  in  the  hollow 
ef  his  arm  agafn,  whBe  he  nitfaintired  :— 

**  It's  no  nse !  It  kin  do  no  good  f  I  might  kOl  otie  on  'em, 
eaiy  enpngk;  but.  tluti  wonUii't  save  him,  imd  woaM  only  resk 
mymU.  Batter  he  ahoald  die  lb  iitk  rope  1  Eveiy  man  has  his 
time.  He  mnst  die  some  time  or  other.  Ef  I  conld  help  hinf, 
wouldn't  I  ?  Bnt  I  can't  I  It's  otipossiUe,  me  one,  to  do  any* 
tkfaigl  Ahl  they're  at  khn!  l%e  bloSfdy  tigers!  I  kiiow 
wkai  they're  aiiert" 

Meanwhile,  at  ifae  Bigial  of  Mttthonfe,  the  culprit  was  drawn 
jqsshnsly'iitothealr.  His  hands  were  tied  behind  him.  He 
eecdd  elfer  bo  ivsistance.  He  ab6wed  no  submission — uttered 
no  entreaty — submitted  doggedly  to  the  torture-^ impressed 
witktke  idefi,  de  doubtt  that  iAi^  party  weald  not  proceed  to 
eoctremities^  and  ibat  th»  pmpoee  was  to  scare- faim  bnly.  He 
•aoordm^y  remafaMia  firm  1  He  bore  without  a  groan  or  sttttg- 
^O'AkvtpainM  distei^i  of  his  frame,  and  the  stiffing  pressure 
of  the  cord  hhov/t  his  throat*— his  face  alternately  wliitening 
and  reddening,  and  his  Ineast  heaving,  with  the  voluminous 
effort  of  liis  lungs. 

Forgy  watched  ^le  eftet  with  painful  feeling.  Practice  had 
not  indavated  him^  and,  thmig^  satisfied  of  the  outlaw's  deserts, 
and  fully  sensible  of  Uie  impoieance  of  proeunng  liis  confession, 
and  not  prepared  to  qaanrel  with  a  process  which  the  practice 
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of  tb0 1M7  iMa  IbOtf  ^MliCdl— heviis  yei  BoiiMei^^ 
tUhm  «f  hmmamty ;  and  wm  di^Mfd  tojgre  the  ^H^ni^— 
Much  M  potiible.    It  is  lBdeei''E]g&Ij'ffei^idM«7iEi^^ 
ooflJeeoCe^  die  prisoner  lilnitelf,  tmd  of  hit  aBy  tbe  aquttav 
Mr  ei^taia  of  pMtiMiii  did  B<^  rtftBy  medkato  Jtt^tb^ 
the  wboleiMBe  frigbt  wfafeh  vodd  coa^  the  onlbrw  to  ^Bgoi^i 
bin  Moreta.    Bdt  the  feQoir  nsmahMd  ohalinaftfllj  aknt,  aad  hk 
Jndgei  were  di«appotnted. 

"  Eaie  hin  down,  forfeaotp"  Was  the  order  of  die  eaplaht. 

**  Vow,  fellow^^  he  oomliiiledt  aa  aeon  aa  the  criflkmal  had 
somewhat  reooveied,  **mit  foa  gnvvm  wtoerl  Do  jcki  begin 
to  oompfehebd  your  danger  t    Are  yon  reidj  U>^tao63BsV* 

The  half-saffocated  wretch  atiawered  ITith'  cnriBs,  aAd  acoiiu 
and  deftanee !  In  faett  from  haivSng  boen  lei  donm  so  aooB»  tod 
having  suffered  so  nmeh  lelw  than  he  had  aritidpated,  or  had 
ereA  endvred  before,  he  had  grown  more  eoiifidelit  of  his  posi- 
tion, and  more  insolept  aeeordingly.  Poigy  readied  to  faim  with 
rsal  i^mpathyi  btft  in  Us  oim  aumner* 

'*  My  poor  fellow,  yoil  ane  ttiiikig  with  your  isfdy.  Yea 
don't  know  your  danger !  Let  me  warn  yon.  Do  not  foitoe  nw 
to  the  last  oxtreaiity.*' 

A  brutal  oath  was  the  only  answei'> 

*'  Hoist  away,  boys,"  cried  MiUbonae,  dot  waitiiig  for  the 
orders  of  his  superior.  Again  the  fellow  was  hauled  op,  afpiin 
let  down,  but  with  the  samtf  re^t  Porgy  began  tb  groVtes- 
tiff  under  the  insolence  of  the  ouUaW»  wh6»  evidentfy  soffdrii^ 
was  as  insolent  after  reoovenftg  a4  ever.  Time  was  aeootded 
hitti  and  new  exhortationa  addressed  t^  hob. 

••My  poor  fellow,"  said  P<ttgy»  »yoli  iiust  speak  tto#  er 
nnver  I  Yo«r  last  ehaaoe  is  before  yoti.  If  y^aa  go  up  again, 
yon  o«ily  eosM  down  to  make  a  foil  cottfesskm«  or  yoii  boom 
down. a  dead  man!  Ton  hear  what  I  say  t  I  am  in  eanieA! 
You  have  shown  yourself  veiy  mnoh  a  fool  aa  well  as  a  robber* 
The  time  left  you  for  growing  wise  is  very  short.  The  atm  is 
near  his  setting !  Confess  your  accomplices,  and  if  we  can  oatdi 
and  oen viot  them  by  yomr  evidenoe,  we'll  get  yo*?.  dear !  fflmw 
yowpsslf  haidened.  and  you  alee|^  to-night  six  feet  aider  diia 
lie«^  Yon  have  heaid;  will  yon  delirerf ' 
^^Dayoard— dest!    lain\afear*dr 
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Thh  ifi  ^nite  enougli  of  bie  answer,  which  exhibited  greater 
brutality  than  before.  We  suppress  the  oaths  with  which  he 
gamSshed  every  sentence.  Agmn  the  executioners,  at  a  signal 
fiom  Millhouse,  mutely  drew  the  fellow  up  to  the  ti-ee — this 
time  with  a  swifl  motion  and  a  somewhat  rapid  jerk.  Millhouse 
had  served  as  provost-marshal  on  other  occasions.  The  out- 
law now  showed  gi-eat  distress.  It  was  seen  that  his  hands 
worked — opened  and  shut — 8S  if  giving  signs;  then  he  kicked 
desperately  His  gasping,  at  length,  grew  into  sounds  like 
speech,  and  the  party  below  at  once  understood  the  half-stifled 
assurance,  that  he  would  confess  if  let  down.  The  miserable 
wretch  snecnmbed  the  moment  he  began  to  fear  that  his  judge 
was  in  earnest.  His  sufferings  were  of  a  sort  to  induce  this 
change  in  his  opinions.  He  could  not  have  borne  them  much 
longer  and  lived.  He  was  already  black  in  the  face,  and  his 
eyes  seemed  starting  fi-om  their  sockets.  Porgy  had  already 
thwarted  his  own  policy  in  the  premature  yieldings  which  he 
had  shown.  He  was  evidently  unwilling  to  urge  the  torture- 
beyond  the  degree  necessary  for  his  object.  He  had  tried  to 
maintain  his-  apparent  calmness ;  it  was  a  matter  of  pride  with 
him  that  he  shoidd  do  so ;  but  he  was  not  always  successful ; 
and  now,  as  he  witnessed  the  sufferings  of  the  outlaw,  he  cried 
out  quickly  to  Millhouse  :  — 

"  Let  him  down,  sergeant.     For  God's  sake,  let  him  down !" 

Millhouse  hesitated,  and  ventured  to  expostulate. 

"  He's  a  mighty  tough  rascal,  cap'n !  *Tain*t  tell  the  life  gits 
almost  dean  out  of  the  body  of  such  a  rascal,  that  the  honesty 
gits  in !  Don't  be  too  eas)^  with  him,  or  we'll  have  to  do  it  idl 
over  again.'* 

**  Let  him  down,  I  say,  sergeant !" 

"  Very  well ;  it's  jest  as  you  say.  One  thing's  sartain.  He's 
had  a  leetle  bit  of  a  warning  this  time ;  jest  a  soii  of  idee  of 
what's  the  raal  state  of  the  argyment.  He  feels  it  too.  He's 
not  guine  to  crow  agin  to-day — and  when  a  rogue  stops  to 
crow,  why,  you  may  look  for  him  to  sing  as  you  want  him !" 

Millhouse  was  a  tougli  customer  even  as  a  soldier.  Wliile  he 
soliloquized,  he  motioned  the  negroes  to  let  the  outlaw  descend 
slowly.  When  the  fellow  reached  the  ground,  and  the  rope  was 
relaxed,  he  sank  down  upon  the  earth  exhausted,  though  ap- 
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parontly  striving  to  speak.  Lance  Frampton  promptly  clipped 
a  bottle  to  his  moutli. 

**  Why,  Lance,  what's  that  V*  inquired  Porgy,  with  a  new 
interest  in  the  transaction.     The  youth  slightly  laughed. 

''Jamaica,  captain.*' 

"  Jamaica !     Where  did  it  come  from  ?" 

'*  The  wagon,  sir !  This  lark  had  been  long  enough  in  it  tc 
knock  the  bung  out  of  a  keg  and  try  the  liquor.  It  was  open 
when  they  Avent  to  load  the  wagon,  and  Toby  filled  a  bottle  or 
two  for  us,  thinking  it  might  help  us  in  sickness,  or " 

"Ah!  rascal — and  you  heard  me  sighing  for  this  very  stuff 
after  our  fatiguing  services,  and  never  gave  signs  of  life  1" 

This  was  said  very  reproachfully. 

"  I  knew  the  sort  of  work  to  be  done,  captain,  and  didn't  know 
whether  we  ought  to  do  any  drinking  in  camp  wliile  the  enemy 
was  about  us  in  the  woods." 

"  You  were  right,  boy !  Many's  the  good  fellow  that  has  lost 
his  scalp  from  taking  too  much  heed  to  his  swallow.  But  I  am 
not  the  person,  aa  you  should  know,  to  err  thus — and  I  was 
almost  fainting." 

"  Yes,  sir,  but  if  you  had  seen  the  bottle,  the  sergeant  and 
Tom,  sir,  would  have  have  seen  it  too,  and " 

"Git  out,  you  impartinent !"  quoth  Millhouse,  interrupting 
him,  with  a  slight  kick — "  and  don't  be  choking  him  with  an 
overdose." 

He  pushed  him  away  from  Norris  as  he  spoke.  The  outlaw, 
meanwhile,  had  been  made  to  swallow  a  few  mouthftils  of  the 
Jamaica,  which  had  somewhat  recovered  him,  though  he  looked 
about  him  vacantly,  with  blood-shot  eyes,  and  seemed  still  very 
much  stupefied.  Porgy  was  disposed  to  be  indulgent,  and  pre- 
pared to  wait  on  the  fellow  for  his  revelations ;  but  Millhouse 
thought  this  was  altogether  a  mistaken  pity.  He  looked  out 
impatiently  into  the  west,  where  the  sun,  himself  no  longer  \  isi- 
ble,  was  glinting  the  forest  tops  with  faint  horizontal  fires. 

"  I'm  a-thinking,  cappin,  we  hain't  got  too  much  time  to  bo 
wasting  on  this  here  rapscallion  1  Ef  he's  got  to  speak,  let  him 
speak !  He  kin  make  tlie  music,  or  he  kaint !  Another  li'isi 
will  bring  it  out  of  him,  I  reckon.  We've  got  a  good  eight 
allies  to  ride,  and  we'll  be  in  the  night." 
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PoTgy  looked  at  the  outlaw  forbearingly.  The  fellow  had 
evidently  suffered  a  good  deal,  and  was  still  suffenng,  though 
liiH  glances  showed  that  he  had  fully  understood  all  that  had 
b-».en  said,  and  was  not  now  insensible  to  his  danger.  He  felt 
t)  at  Millhouse,  at  all  events,  a  hard  old  soldier,  was  in  down- 
rght  earnest;  and  he  might  reasonably  conclude  that  his  sug- 
gestion would,  in  the  end,  influence  the  decision  of  his  supenor. 

"  It  will  not  need  many  words,"  said  Porgy.  "  We  can  ride 
in  the  night,  sergeant,  I  think.  We've  done  it  a  thousand 
times  before,  in  woi-se  weather,  and  with  home  much  farther  off. 
Nay,  with  no  home  at  •  all  to  go  to !  Give  the  poor  devil  a 
chance  to  recover.  We  may  have  to  hang  him  after  all.  But 
I  hope  not.  Ho  has  had  a  strong  taste  of  the  tree,  that  last 
trial ;  and  has  probably  come  to  his  senses.  Give  him  the  need- 
fiil  time  to  get  his  wits  together.  When  he  does  speak,  it  is 
only  to  answer  some  half-dozen  questions,  which  will  hardly  need 
as  many  sentences.  Meanwhile,  let  some  of  the  boys  be  getting 
our  hoi-scs  ready  .^' 

Frampton  gave  the  necessaiy  orders,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
negroes  proceeded  to  this  duty.  The  horses  captured  from  the 
outlaws  were  among  the  objects  of  their  care.  While  they 
were  thus  employed,  and  Porgy  and  his  companions  waiting, 
with  more  or  less  impatience,  upon  the  slowy  recovering  outlaw, 
how  did  the  squatter,  Bostwick,  employ  himself?  His  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  affair,  we  may  be  sure,  has  undergone  no 
diminution.  The  proceedings,  which  we  have  thus  far  detailed, 
were  all  as  evident  to  his  understanding  as  they  were  apparent 
to  bis  sight.  He  had  beheld  the  sufferings  of  Norris,  with  feel- 
ing for  which  he  could  not  easily  find  words ;  not  pity  exactly 
— the  sentiment  was  one  not  likely  to  penetrate  his  bosom — 
but  gratitude  perhaps ;  at  all  events,  with  a  conviction  that  the 
degree  of  endurance  which  the  outlaw  was  required  to  show, 
was  quite  as  important  to  his  safety — though  more  remotely — 
as  to  tliat  of  the  sufferer  himself.  Anxiety,  the  more  predomi- 
nant feeling,  was  naturally  mixed  up,  accordingly,  with  a  cer- 
tain annoying  sense  of  self-reproach,  which  gave  bitterness  to 
his  mcrods,  and  made  him  eager  to  be  doing  something  which 
mdlt  employ  his  rage  against  the  persecutors  of  his  colleague, 
n^^is  sort  of  feeling,  of  mixed  anxiety  and  rage,  changed  to 
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absolute  terror  when  be  saw  the  culprit  let  down  from  the  treo 
for  the  first  time.  Had  be  then  consented  to  reveal  bis  secret  '< 
"Was  he  already  frightened  from  his  propriety?  Beyond  the 
torture  of  the  process,  Bostwick  readily  persuaded  himself  that 
there  was  no  real  danger  to  the  victim.  He  had  seen,  from  the 
slow  and  gradual  manner  in  which  the  executioners  worketl, 
that  the  purpose  was  nei^ier  to  strangle  him  nor  to  break  his 
neck  I  When  let  down,  accordingly,  be  rationally  conjectured 
that  this  was  done  only  to  receive  bis  confession.  Such  a  con- 
viction naturally  filled  his  soul  with  fear.  His  brain  throbbed. 
He  advanced  nervously,  some  ten  steps  nearer,  with  the  most 
desperate  impulses ;  but  paused — relieved,  in  some  degree, 
when  he  saw  the  executioner  resume  bis  cmel  toils,  and  saw  the 
culprit  reascending.  But  his  fears  were  aroused  anew  when,  a 
second  time,  he  saw  him  let  down  to  the  earth.  A  new  relief 
was  brought  him  when,  a  third  time,  he  beheld  the  struggling 
figure  of  his  comrade  depending  in  empty  air.  The  selfish 
nature  of  the  ruffian  actually  rejoiced  in  the  sufferings,  so  well 
endured,  of  the  miserable  wretch,  as  they  seemed  to  promise 
him  security  for  his  secrets — as  they  testified  to  the  hardy 
courage  of  the  sufferer,  and  seemed  to  declare  his  determination 
to  suffer  the  last  extremities  rather  than  betray  his  pledges, 
even  to  associates  so  unworthy  of  such  fidelity.  He  could  value 
tlus  virtue  in  another,  as  it  told  for  his  own  security.  With  a 
husky  chuckle,  he  kept  repeating  to  himself  as  he  beheld  the 
spectacle — 

"  Ob  !  he's  all  flint  and  iron !  He's  close  as  an  eyester !  You 
can't  prize  his  jaw:s  open,  and  make  his  tongue  wag,  however 
you  kin  fix  it]  Noms  is  a  glorious  chap.  He's  true  blue! 
I  always  know'd  him  for  a  man  !  He'll  die  game  !  with  a  stiff 
upper  lip !  Poor  Dick  !  Ef  I  could  only  help  you,  wouldn't 
you  see  the  fur  fly  I" 

Then,  as  he  beheld  the  dangling  figure  again  going  up,  he 
almost  cried  aloud — 

"  Hold  on  awhile  longer,  Dick  !  Hold  on,  and  they'll  bev*  to 
give  it  up  !  Shet  [shut]  your  teeth  fast,  Dick — jes*  stand  to  it 
now,  this  one  time,  and  they'll  let  you  off.  It's  onlyjU^care 
the  ti-uth  out  of  you;  but  don't  be  scared;  and  I'm  li^ttP 
save  you  at  the  right  time."  ^ 

\ 
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And,  as  if  his  comrade  could  hear  everj  syllahle  he  said,  he 
proceeded  with  whispered  assnraDces  of  succor. 

"They'll  carry  you  oflF  to  Porgy's  house,  mnA  ,1*11  foUow. 
They  aint  got  no  lock-up.  I'll  be  close  ahind  them.  I'll  watch 
tlie  proper  chance  for  cutting  in,  and  gsetting  you  out.  It^s  only 
a  sharp  eye,  and  a  light  foot,  and  a  bold  heart,  aa^  a  keen 
knife,  and,  maybe,  a  quick  bullet,  and  we  kin  git  you  out  of  the 
hands  of  any  one  they  puts  to  watch  over  you ;  and  I'm  h^e,  a 
free  man  stfll,  to  help  you,  Dick ;  and  you  knows  me>  Dick— - 
on  knows  Bcistwiek — he  never  desarts  a  Mend  so  long  as  life's 

Him.    Close,  Dick,  and  don't  you  be  scared !" 

^  all  this,  though  spoken  in  a  whisper,  or  at  mosBt  a  mur* 

^         vas  accompanied  with  a  restless,  eager  action,  as  if  every 

^  N  could  retxh  the  eajts  of  the  victim*  and  every  movement 

caker  was  apparent  to  his  eyes.    The  encouragement 

.en  was  really  meant  to  reassure  himself.    For  a  mo- 

^  although  tlie  sweat  covered  his  face  and  neck,  it  seemed 

to  liave  the  effect.     His  manner  became  calmer — his  eye  more 

steady — and  with  even  step  he  stole  back  to  the  sheltering 

place  from  which  he  had  advanced. 

But  when,  the  third  time,  he  beheld  the  culprit  swfatg  aloft — 
wlien  the  distresa  of  the  victim  was  observed  to  be  greater  than 
before^- when  hts  hands  were  seen  to  work  and  twist,  evcm  in 
their  gyves,  and  tlie  legs  were  convulsively  thrown  out  with 
qpitamodic  action — and  the  forms  below  were  observed  to  be 
more  than  usually  attentive,  while  the  extended  hand  of  Porgy 
seemed  to  promise  indulgent  mercy ;  and  when,  a  moment  after, 
the  oudaw  was  let  down  suddenly,  supported  tenderly  beneath 
the  tree,  and  liquor  brought  to  refresh  him  t  then,  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  squatter  obtained  ^1  ascendency.  He  then  knew 
vll  his  danger.  He  felt  that  the  revelation  was  about  t6  be 
made.  He  understood  the  terms  of  mercy.  He  saw  that  the 
prisoner  was  let  down,  and  those  attentions  shown  him,  only  be- 
cause <!i  his  promise  of  confession ;  and  though,  irom  the  spot 
where  he  stood,  he  heard  not  a  word  that  was  spoken,  he  yet 
understood  the  new  relations  of  the  parties  as  thoroughly  as  if 
himself  one  of  the  nearest  bystanders.  His  opinion  of  his  com- 
rade changed  instantly  from  the  favorable  one  which  he  had  bk. 
neently  expreswf»d. 
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"  The  mean,  miserable  skunk !''  be  exclaimed.  ''He  couldn't 
grin  and  keep  it  in,  like  a  man  !  Ef  I  was  only  nigh  him  jes' 
to  drive  my  knife  into  his  jaws!  The  poor,  mean,  cowardly 
bea8t,''with  no  more  sperrit  than  a  spider !  But  he  mus'n't  tell ! 
Lord  G — d !  he  mns'n't  tell !  He  must  shet  up  for  evei%  ^  Ef  he 
speaks,  I'm  gone!  Let  me  see.  They've  lifted  hhn  again! 
Tlmr  he  stands  up  afore  the  inimy.  I  could  put  a  bullet 
through  jacket  of  either  of  them ;  but  what's  the  use  ?  I  could 
kill  one  of  'em,  I  reckon ;  but  that  wouldn't  help  him !  The 
niggers  is  there,  and  they've  got  we'pons  too ;  and,  with  the 
other  two  wliite  men,  they'd  soon  be  upon  him,  and  finish  him. 
They'd  be  upon  me,  too;  but — looking  aroimd  him — "I 
reckon  'twould  be  a  cold  trail  they'd  have  a'ter  me !  I  could 
put  swamp  enough  a-tween  va  to  laugh  at  all  their  s'arching. 
What's  to  be  done  1  It  miist  be  done !  Lord  ha'  mercy  upon 
you,  Dick  Norris — you're  a  most  bloody  fool !  But  ef  you're 
coward  enough  to  blab,  I  ain't  fool  enough  to  let  you,  ef  I  kin 
help  it." 

The  squatter  now  advanced  a  few  paees.  He  moved  confi- 
dently, as  if  his  policy  had  been  fully  determined  upon.  He 
surveyed  his  ground  very  narrowly — saw  that  he  had  space  for 
a  run — calculated  nicely  the  distance  of  the  swamp  thicket — 
the  proximity  of  the  cypress  tree — the  shelters,  severally,  of 
the  gall  and  hurrah-bushes — and  then  deliberately  wiped  the 
perspiration  from  his  brows  with  his  sleeve.  His  head  was 
stretched  forward,  as  if,  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred  yards  ot 
more,  he  could  hear  anything  that  was  spoken,  and  in  this  atti- 
tude he  appeared  to  listen.     He  seemed  certainly  disposed  t# 

wait  a  while  on  the  proceedings  of  the  partisans. 
Meanwhile  the  outlaw,  Norris,  was  recovering. 
"You  feel  easier  now,  my  good  fellow,"  said  Porgy,  ''anj 

we've  given  you  every  indulgence.     You've  had  time  enougn. 

Tell  your  stoiy  now ;  say  who  are  your  accomplices ;  who  83t 

you  on  this  expedition,  and  what  were  its  pi*ecise  objects.     A 

clean  breast  of  it,  my  man,  if  you  would  hope  for  mercy ;  or  you 

are  run  up  for  the  last  time !" 

"  I'll  tell  you  all  1"  said  Norris,  utterly  broken  down.      ' 
"Good!"  answered  Porgy.     "The  sooner  you  set  about  it 

the  better;  for  though  really  willing  to  wait  upon  yon,  anotHe 


HOW  THE   POX   DOUftLES.  167 

ah  iudulgent  as  posaible,  time  won't  guffer  it.    We  ran't  afforl 
to  lose  the  daylight ;  we  must  ride/' 

"  Well,  ril  tell  you,"  begau  the  outlaw.    "  Thei*e  was  six  of  . 
us,  jou  must  know.    We  was  got  together  in  Chaileston  for 
this—" 

Hero  he  stopped  suddenly,  peiforce.  lie  was  not  permitted 
another  syllable — arrested,  at  the  very  opening  of  his  revela- 
tions, by  a  stroke,  as  if  from  the  very  bolt  of  fate.  A  rifle-bullet 
was  in  his  brain  !  The  report  of  the  rifle  and  the  effect  of  the 
shot  were  one.  The  victim  was  falling  forward,  among  the 
dproup  of  listeners,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  report  of  the 
"^gun  was  heard.  The  buUet  was  aimed  with  the  truest  skill. 
It  had  bored. its  way  through  the  forehead,  a  little  over  the 
eyes,  the  region  above  both  of  which  it  completely  travei*sed. 
The  miserable  wretch  was  dead  before  he  fell ! 

A  moment  after,  and  Bostwick  wheeled  about  for  the  swamp. 
He  had  but  few  words  more  of  soliloquy. 

"  It  had  to  be  done,  Dick  Norris !  Ef  you  had  to  speak  for 
your  life,  I  had  to  stop  you  for  mine !  I  would  ha'  saved  you, 
oat  you  wouldn't  let  me !  I'm  mighty  sorry,  but  it  had  to  be 
lone !" 

The  swamp  Uiicket  received  hidi  a  moment  after. 


CHAPTER    XXVII. 

HOW   TUK  VOX   OOtJBLBS,   WHILB  THE   UOUND6   PUESUM.      . 

It  would  be  much  more  easy  to  imagine  than  to  describe  the 
confusion  which  ensued  among  oar  partisans  and  their  followers 
oy  this  unexpected  catastrophe  within  their  circle.  Fen*  a  mo->> 
ment  all  seemed  paralyzed.  The  event  was  s.o  strange,  so  start- 
ling, and  so  utterly  unaccountable,  particularly  supposing  it  to  ^ 
be  the  act  of  one  of  the  outlaws.  Porgy  was  the  first  to  re- 
cover, and  to  conceive  the  motive  for  the  murder  by  the  fellow's 
colleague.     He  started  up,  and  cned  aloud — 
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"  One  hwnch'ed  gmiM»,as  to  him  wlio  shall  take  tlie  murdcrei 
alho!" 

One  htindred  guineas !  Onr  captain  of  pai^sans  was  a  per- 
son of  most  magnificent  ideas.  Porgy  had  not,  himself,  seen 
such  an  amount  of  cash,  in  one  heap,  dnring  the  last  seven 
years !  We  have  already  been  advised  of  the  very  moderate 
amonnt  in  gtiineas  "trhich  he  bore  away  with  him  at  the  disband- 
ing of  the  army.  Bnt  our  captain  always  spoke  in  round  num- 
bers, such  as  could  ix)ll  off  trippingly  from  the  tongue.  He 
might  have  been  good  for  five  guineas,  and  no  doubt  he  would 
have  given  this  number  cheerfully,  though  it  drained  him  of 
every  copper  that  he  had ;  but  a  hundred  I  He  laughed,  some- 
what bitterly,  a  moment  after,  at  the  audacity  of  his  own  imagi- 
nation. 

But  it  did  not  need  any  reward,  so  soon  as  the  party  had 
sufficiently  recovered  then-  faculties,  to  stimulate  their  pursuit  of 
the  murderer.  But  there  was  a  decided  pause  for  a  bi-ief  space 
after  the  event.  The  negroes,  at  first,  were  terribly  alar.ned ; 
some  ci-ouched  closely  to  the  earth,  while  others  were  di:»posed 
to  scatter  themselves  in  flight.  All  but  Tom,  the  cook,  who  was 
an  old  soldier,  and  Pomp,  the  fiddler,  who,  flattered  by  recent 
distinctions,  was  ambitions  to  prove  himself  a  young  one — were 
uttei'ly  pai-alyzed  by  then-  terrors.  A  gulf,  opening  sud  ienly 
beneath  their  feet,  could  not  have  more  suddenly  swallowed  up 
their  courage  than  did  the  unexpected  bullet  of  Bostwick.  But 
with  the  voice  of  Porgy  they  looked  up.  Its  clear,  tnimpet- 
tones  cheered  them,  and  satisfied  them  that  they  were  not  all 
slain.  He  rose  to  his  feet,  with  surprising  agility,  as  he  cried 
aloud,  and  found  Lieutenant  Lance  Frampton  already  on  the 
alert,  wh3e  Bei*geant  Millhouse,  witliKrat  a  word,  after  giving  a 
single  glance  to  the  stiffening  body  of  the  outlaw,  proceeded,  at 
monstrous  long  strides,  in  the  direction  whence  came  the  bullet 
of  the  living  one.  Tom,  the  cook,  and  Pomp,  the  fiddler,  both 
caught  up  weapons  and  darted  after  Millhouse.  Frampton 
dashed  off,  also,  pursuing  another  route.  The  negroes  now, 
generally,  encouraged  by  these  demonstrations,  took  heait,  and 
followed  in  pursuit  and  search.  They  were  all  more  or  less 
provided  with  weapons,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  outlawB. 

'•  Scatter  yourselves,  boys !  scatter  if  yon  would  search  and 
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be  saie  !'*  wa«  the  cry  of  Porgy.  He,  too,  was  in  motion,  wkh 
an  agility  really  astoni^tng  in  his  case.  He  oanght  up  swoixl 
and  pistols  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  started  off  at  a  mode- 
rate trot  to  gain  the  tree  where  his  horse -« that  which  he  had 
taken  from  one  of  the  slain  outlaws — was  fastened  to  a  swing- 
ing limb.  Bat  he  was  not  destined  to  reach  it  so  easily,  or  in  so 
short  a  apace  of  time  as  he  had  alk>tted  himself.  He  had  for- 
gotten certain  embarrassments  in  his  own  case — forgotten  that 
lie  had,  in  order  to  the  more  easy  administration  of  justice,  un- 
girthed  and  unbuttoned  himself,  when  taking  his  seat  under  the 
royal  oak.  He  was  suddenly  restored  to  recollection  on  this 
subject,  and  brought  to  an  abrupt  stand,  by  feelmg  himself  ftit- 
tered,  with  his  nether  garments  olinghf^  about  his  legs.  The 
cuevmstances  in  whkh  he  found  himself  were  utterly  indesoi- 
bable,  but  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  conjecture  them.  He  waa 
only  brought  to  a  full  consciousness  of  his  embarrassment  by 
nearly  meaam-ing  his  full  length  upon  the  ground. 

"  What  a  devil  of  a  ^x  I"  quoth  he,  soliloquizing.  •*  Were  I 
now  to  liear  the  cry  which  aroused  the  Hebrew  wi-estter — *  The 
Philistines  are  upon  thee,  Samson !'  what  should  I  do  ?  I  should 
be  shot,  and  sabred,  and  scalped,  before  I  could  steady  my  legs 
for  decently  falling  to  the  ground  !  I  should  go  over  in  a  heap 
like  a  bushel  of  terrapins !  And  what  a  figure  I  should  make 
upon  the  earth !  How  dreadfully  exposed  !  A  most  shameful 
condition  for  '  man  and  soldier !' " 

And  thus  speaking,  he  deliberately  laid  down  sword  and  pis- 
tols, and,  looking  about  him  cautiously,  proceeded  to  draw  u]p 
his  inexpressibles,  and  to  button,  and  belt  up — a  performance 
less  easy  than  necessary. 

"  It's  well  the  war  is  over,"  quoth  he,  as  he  labored  to  con- 
tract his  waistbands  over  his  enormous  waste  of  waist,  and  to 
bi*ing  the  sti^ap  and  buckle  of  his  belt  to  bear.  '*  I  am  no  longer 
fit  for  war.  It's  wonderful  that  I've  escaped  so  long  and  so 
well !  With  such  a  territory  to  take  care  of,  it's  perfectly  sur- 
prising there  have  been  so  few  trespassers !  I  could  not  always 
have  kept  them  off !  They  would  have  overcome  me  at  hist » 
_T.'lfly  ffPigh^  bf*^^  /r^"gV^j»;>ft  /^t  some  such  awkward  moment,  in 
^^m>"*^  'F"0^'  '^«^Vwy^  ^^1  **•  *^^  pr^,ai»«fr !  Ah  I . .  There  J  It  i^ 
done^at  last !  ^The  wilderness  is  ^pdcrfence.atlaat !"  / 
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Aiid  he  breathed  long  and  heavilj,  after  snch  severe  exertion  ! 
But  he  wasted  no  more  time  than  was  necessary.  Porgy  was 
-  no  loiterer  when  duty  was  to  be  done.  He  skulked  no  task, 
shirked  no  obligations ;  and  hence  his  greater  merit,  inclining, 
naturally,  as  he  did,  to  the  cr^tore  comforts,  and  a  selfish  desire 
§e^d  luxury^  He  now  readS^d  hts  hOfgeT^d  mounted 
m  a  few  moments.  He  was  a  good  horseman.  It  was  much 
easier  to  raise  than  to  lower  himself— easier  to  get  into  the  sad- 
dle, than  to  subside  upon  his  leafy  couch  on  the  earth.  Once 
in  the  saddle,  he  was  a  hai'd  rider !  The  steed^at  earned  hitsi 
had  a  great  deal^  to  b^r  besides  liisweightT  He  used  the  spur 
was  never  moi'e  liberal  in  its  uB&  than  now,  when  re- 
quii'ed  to  make  up  for  lost  tune.  Headlong,  he  drove  into  tho 
thick  cover  of  the  forest,  and  for  the  swamp-^fastnesses,  where 
the  outlaw,  Bostwiek,  had  taken  refuge.  Here,  our  partisan 
captain  was  soon  found,  making  his  way  over  log  and  through 
bog,  in  mire  and  water,  through  close  thicket  and  tangled  vine, 
in  a  wilderness  from  which  tlie  light  was  disappearing  fust ;  and 
as  far  as  horse  could  well  go,  where  a  cai'eer  on  horseback  must 
be  very  soon  aiTested. 

The  pursuit  was  hotly  urged.  It  was  well  that  Bostwiek  had 
made  his  calculations  so  cunningly,  and  taken  such  deliberate 
precautions.  He  had  to  deal  with  old  "  swamp-suckers, "«— hunt- 
ers as  keen  and  familiar  with  such  places  as  himself.  Had  they 
been  as  well  acquainted  with  this  particular  locality,  ho  had  nev- 
er escaped.  Nay,  had  there  been  one  hour  more  of  sunlight,  his 
chances  would  have  been  very  doubtful.    As  Porgy  phrased  it— 

"But  one  inch  of  candle  more,  and  we  should  have  his  hide." 

As  it  was,  the  outlaw  was  more  than  once  caught  sight  of  in 
the  chase.  .  Millhouse  once  detected  him,  as  a  half-floating  log 
turned  with  him  in  the  water.  Pompey  cried  out  that  he  wns 
going  through  the  gall  bushes  in  front ;  and  Lance  Frampton 
got  a  cleai'  view  of  him,  at  long  distance,  crossing  a  tussock.  He 
gave  him  both  pistols  as  he  sped — "bang!  bangi"  with  scai-ce 
an  interval  between  the  two  shots ;  but,  at  each  Are,  Bostwiek 
was  seen  to  duck  his  head  insdnotively ;  and,  at  length,  he  dis- 
appeai'ed  in  a  pond,  rising  up  on  the  opposite  side,  amid  a  he^ip 
of  drift  wood.  Here  he  paused,  with  his  nose  just  out  of  wat*«- 
and  lay  still,  «8  he  thought  he  lay  unseen. 
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And  be  was  in  a  place  of  safety.  Night  had  come  to  hiB  re- 
lief. He  could  bear  the  cries  of  bis  pursuers,  but  could  no  longer 
see  them,  and  be  felt  that  be  was  secure.  It  onlj  required  that 
be  should  keep  still.  JThe  sounds  of  puremt  finally  ceased;  his 
enemies  had  all  d}fl^;)p^ftrfii^ ;  .^"^j  l'^.!Li[I^^  Newfountlland 
dog,  shivering  atl  over,  be  raised  himself  out  of  the  aUTgator  hole 
which  had  harbored  bim,  and'  stood,  savage  and  gloomy,  upon 
the  neigh  boring 'bJSfcTH^e-'Owi^iooted'overhead  from  the  blast- 
ed  cypres^i  .aadtbe  sad^tars  .^ming  ont^onftby^onej^^d  look- 
ing  down  like  so  many  mysterious  sentinels  in  Heaven,  watchers 
over  the  guilty  course  of  man  oir  eaith.  ' 

Bostwick  shivered,  as  Lelooke^  up,  with  superstition*  as  well 
as  cold.  He  had  certainly,  that  day,  received  a  foarftil  lesB<m 
of  the  vicissitudes  and  terrors  which  wait  upon  evil  deeds !  The  |  \p 
way  of  the  transgressor  is  indeed  bard  !  His  comrades  gone ;  I 
not  cme  to  be  seen !  How  many  of  the  five  who  had  set  out 
with  him  on  this  expedition,  now  breathed  the  air  of  life  with 
bim  ?  He  knew  not,  at  that  moment,  of  one  /  He  had  been 
ba£Qed  in  the  purpose  he  had  in  view.  Had  lost  everytlung— 
even  bis  rifle,  which,  in  the  hottest  of  tlie  pursuit,  be  bad  been 
compelled  to  east  away.  But  one  thing  he  had  saved — the  box 
of  the  widow  Eveleigh,  containing  the  fifty  guineas,  and  the 
papers  which  M'Kewn  so  much  desired!  He  bad  concealed 
this  box  in  a  hiding-place  in  the  swamp  above,  which  he  had  no 
fear  would  be  dii»covered.  This  was  consolation  in  the  recollect 
tion  of  th  »;6  fifty  guineas*  He  bad  other  eonsolations  when  be 
thought  of  the  papers  and  M'Kewn !  For  the  latter,  his  presotit 
situation  filled  him  with  new  bitterness. 

'*D — ^n  bim!"  he  muttered  to  himself.  "He  shall  pay  well 
for  them  afore  be  gits  them  !  He  shall  make  up  to  me  all  my 
iosses !  He  shall  pay  for  these  poor  fellows,  and  what  they 
suffered.  There  will  be  a  sweet  bill  of  it,  which  he  shall  foot 
up  every  shilling,  or  there  shall  be  no  peace  for  bim  on  this 
airth !" 

Let  us  leave  him,  cowering  and  cursing  in  the  swamp,  and  re- 
turn to  the  partisans.  They  gave  up  the  chase  only  when  they 
found  it  no  longer  possible  to  see.  Lance  Frampton  picked  up, 
and  brought  in,  the  outlaw's  rifle,  which  they  aU  examined  close- 
ly, in  the  hopes  to  identify  it ;  but  they  had  none  of  them  seen 
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it  before  in  any  hands.  Three  letters,  evidently  initials  of  a 
former  owner's  name,  were  ctit  rudely  in  the  stock. 

"  M.  T.  C." 

"  Marcns  Tullias  Cicero  !"  quoth  Porgy,  very  gravely. 

"  Who,  captain  ?  I  never  heard  the  name  !  Do  you  know 
liim  V*  was  the  simple  inquiry  of  the  lieutenant. 

"  I  ought  to ;  for  I  i*eceived  many  a  floggmg,  when  a  boy, 
that  I  might  become  intimate  with  him.  and  the  old  fellows  he 
kept  company  with.  And  you  may  be  sure  the  flog^ng  did  not 
make  me  love  him  or  them  any  better!  But  I  doubt  if»eiUier 
Mai-cus  or  his  companions  owned  this,  rifle.  If  they  did,  then 
the  historians  have  suppressed  many  an  interesting  fact  in  sci- 
ence. But,  let  us  push  out  of  this  wilderness.  Lance,  and  get 
into  the  open  road.  Coi-poral,  see  to  the  negroes,  and  send  them 
on  ahead. — Let  them  get  wood  and  have  fire  for  us  at  least, 
when  we  reach  home.  It  is  getting  mon8tiX)U8  chilly!  Yes — 
we  shall  need  a  fire,  even  more  than  supper !" 

Supper,  indeed  !  thought  Porgy.  It  was  his  philosophy  only 
which  preferred  the  fire. 

Obedience  was  now  pleasure.  The  whole  party  was  well 
tired  of  the  fruitless  pursuit,  and  all  began  to  feel  the  chillness 
of  which  the  captain  complamed — and  the  hunger  also,  of  which 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  complain. 

'*Seo  that  the  negroes  cover  the  dead  bodies  with  leaves, 
Lance,  until  to-morrow,  when  we  must  borroifir  shovels  from  Mrs. 
£veleigh,  and  have  them  buried.  The  buczard  and  wBd-cat 
will  hfirdly  find  them  in  one  night '' 
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zVll  was  done  as  hatl  been  commanded.  Tom's  world  of 
kitchen  and  camp  baggage  was  fairly  divided  among  the  ne- 
groes, all  of  whom  were  now  mounted  on  the  captured  horses  of 
tlie  outlaws,  some  of  them  riding  double.  The  dead  bodies  were 
bidden  away  beneath  the  forest  leaves  and  branches,  as  closely 
as  it  could  possibly  be  done.  The  odds  and  ends  of  the  party 
were  cai'efidly  picked  up ;  not  a  tin  pan  suffered  to  escape  in- 
quiry ;  and,  under  the  gi'owing  starlight,  the  negroes  took  up 
the  line  of  march,  a«  a  sort  of  advance,  with  Tom,  the  cook,  for 
guide  and  leader ;  Porgy,  Frarapton,  and  Millhouse  following  at 
a  less  rapid  pace.  Of  these  three,  the  two  latter  were  suffered 
to  lead  the  way,  our  captain  of  pai*tisans  seeming  disposed  to 
linger  in  a  manner  tliat  Kur})vised  Millhouse,  who  made  it  a  sub- 
ject of  comment  to  his  companion. 

Frampton,  tlirough  the  sympathies  whicli  he  entertained  for 
liis  sui)crior,  could  well  understand  the  reason  of  his  apparent 
apathy.  Without  much  logic  or  knowledge — witliout  being 
much  a  student  rf  human  nature — the  genial  temper  of  Framp- 
tor  had  tav.ght  i.im  to  conjecture  the  peculiar  mood  which  now 
ti-oublf.d  the  |» artisan.  Besides,  he  had  been  enlightened  measur- 
ably, that  day,  on  the  subject  of  Porgy 's  secret  cares,  by  the 
long  conversation  between  them  which  has  been  already  repoited, 
and,  through  which,  the  lieutenant  had  found  clews  to  the  cap- 
tain's nature  and  difficulties,  such  as  his  buoyant  temper  had 
never  before  suffered  him  to  betray.  That  the  latter  should 
now  hesitate — now  that  he  was  almost  at  his  own  threshold— 
did  not  greatly  surprise  the  youth,  and  reawakened  all  his  sym- 
pathies for  his  chief.  He  might  well  linger  on  the  route,  loath 
to  approach  scenes  so  precious  once,  so  fiill  of  dear  recollections, 
but  now  so  full  of  gloomy  aspects  and  discouraging  auguries. 
From  Porgy *s  owii  doscriytion,  there  could  be-  no  prospect  h.df 
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80  cheerless  as  that  of  the  ancient  homestead  which  was  about  to 
receive  him.  Memory  and  thought  might  well  be  painfully  busy 
in  his  mind.  The  one  recalled  a  past  which  was  full  of  sun- 
shine and  promise.  The  other  reproached  him  with  a  profligacy 
which  had  measurably  cast  fortune  fi'om  his  arms ;  and  bitterly 
rehearsed  the  recent  bistojry,  in  which  events  seemed  to  have 
studiously  aided  to  consummate  the  ruin  which  hih  own  «»rriiig 
youth  had  begun.  The  journey,  from  the  camp  of  Marion,  at 
the  head  of  Cooper  river,  and  which  was  now  to  teinninate  upon 
the  Ashepoo,  had  afforded  prospects,  all  along  the  route,  well 
calculated  to  give  the  gloomiest  color  to  the  mind  of  the  observer. 
Of  this  joumey,  we  can  not  afford  a  bettor  idea  than  to  copy 
from  Moultrie's  memoirs,  a  few  passages  descriptive  of  what 
he  saw,  in  a  neighboring  district  of  country,  about  the  same 
period — in  fact,  the  preceding  summer — on  his  own  return  to 
his  estates,  which  had  suffered  in  like  manner  with  most  others. 

"  Soon  after  my  being  exchanged,"  writes  the  old  general, 
"  I  prepared  to  set  off,  with  my  family,  for  South  Carolina,  and, 
early  in  April,  left  Philadelphia,  and  arrived  at  Waccamaw',  in 
South  Caiolinn;  whefe  I  was  informed  tliat  General  Greene's 
army  lay  at  Ashley  river,  quite  inactive,  and  no  military  opera- 
tion going  on.  I  remained  at  Winyaw  till  late  in  September, 
at  which  time  I  paid  a  visit  to  General  Greene.  Jt  way  the 
most  dull,  melancholy,  dreary  ride  that  any  one  could  possibly 
take,  of  about  one  hundred  miley,  thi*ougL  the  woods  of  that 
country,  which  I  had  been  accustomed  to  see  abound  with  live 
stock,  and  wild  fowl  of  every  kind.  It  was  now  destitute  of  all. 
It  had  been  so  completely  chequered  by  the  different  armies, 
that,  not  a  part  of  it  had  been  left  unexplored  ;  consequently, 
not  a  vestige  of  horses,  cattle,  hogs  or  deer,  &c.,  was  to  b^ 
found.  The  squirrels  and  birds  of  every  kind  were  totally  de- 
stroyed. The  dragoons  told  me,  that,  on  their  scouts,  no  livhig 
creature  was  to  be  seen,  except  a  few  camp-scavengers  (tm*key- 
buzzards)  picking  the  bones  of  some  unfortunate  fellows,  who 
had  been  cut  or  shot  down,  and  left  in  the  woods  above  ground. 
....  My  plantation  I  found  to  be  a  desolate  place ;  stock  of 
every  kind  taken  off;  the  furniture  carried  away,  and  my  estate 
had  bge^  under  sequestration.*' 

Tills  intWvidnal  picture  was  equally  true  of  all  the  country  ; 
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niid  the  condition  of  Monltrie*8  estate,  tliat  of  every  man  who 
bad  distinguished  himself  on  eitlier  side,  whether  for,  or  agai  1st 
the  revolutionary  stniggle.  Veiy  many  had  fared  even  wornf 
— their  negroes  being  wholly  canned  off,  and  their  dwellings 
destroyed  by  fire.  Though  but  a  captain  in  the  brigade  of 
Marion,  Porgy  had  been  honored  by  a  fair  share  of  British  hos- 
tility. His  home,  he  knew,  had  escaped  the  torch  of  the  incen- 
diary, but  his  negroes  had  been  stolen,  and  the.  plantation  utterly 
laid  waste.  We  have  already  seen  what  special  additional  causes 
of  anxiety  were  at  work  to  make  him  moody.  Debt  hung  upon 
liis  fortunes  like  an  incubus ;  and  he  possessed  no  conscious  re- 
sources, witlun  himself,  by  which  to  restore  his  property,  or  even 
to  acquire  the  moans  of  life.  He  rode  forward,  gloomy  and 
comfortless,  in  spite  of  all  his  philosophy,  scarcely  exchanging 
a  word  with  his  companions^. 

Meanwhile,  his  negroes,  under  Tom's  guidance,  eager  once 
more  to  regain  their  old  homes,  sped  on,  at  a  smart  canter, 
which  soon  left  their  superiors  behind.  It  was  after  ten  o'clock 
At  night,  when  the  lights  from  a  score  of  wild,  gleaming  torches, 
wavenng  in  air,  announced  the  approach  to  tlie  avenue  of 
'•  Olen-Eberly,"  which  was  the  name  of  Porgy's  ancient  home- 
Htoad — so  named  after  a  goodly  grandmother  by  whom  it  had 
been  entailed  on  her  brother's  children.  Our  captain  of  parti- 
sans was  aroused  to  a  consciousness  of  extemal  things,  by  the 
loud  shouts  of  the  negroes  who  had  preceded  him,  and  who 
now  hiuled  his  approach  after  a  fashion  such  as  Moultrie  de- 
ifcribefi  in  the  same  naiTative  from  which  we  have  already 
quoted. 

"  T'ank  dc  lionl,  here's  maussa  git  to  he  own  home  at  last ! 
— Bross  dc  Lord,  Maussa,  you  come !  We  all  herrj  glad  for 
see  ydu,  maussa — glad  foo  much  !" 

And  tlie  same  negroes  who  had  been  with  him  for  several 
hours  before,  without  so  much  as  taking  his  hand,  now  i-ushed 
up  and  seized  it,  with  loud  cries,  as  if  they  were  hosts,  and  wel- 
coming a  favorite  guest.  The  teai-s  stood  in  the  eyes  of  our 
captain,  though  he  suffered  none  of  his  companions  to  behold 
them ;  and  he  shook  hands  with,  and  spoke  to  them  each  in 
turn — few  words,  indeed,  but  they  were  uttered  tremiilously, 
and  in  low  tones. 
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Fordham,  the  overseer  of  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  now  made  his  ap- 
pearance from  the  house.  The  wagon  had  departed,  haAnng 
IcFt  the  supplies  as  the  good  widow  had  ordered.  Porgy  en- 
tered his  house  expecting  to  find  it  empty  and  cheerless.  He 
was  gratefully  confounded  to  see  the  goods,  blankets,  drink, 
provisions,  all  around  the  hall,  and  shown  to  the  best  advantage 
under  the  ruddy  gleams  of  a  rousing  fire  in  the  chimney. 

"Ah  !"  said  he,  "  Fordham,  Mrs.  Eveleigh  is  a  very  noble  lady. 
Make  her  my  best  respects  and  thanks.  I  shall  soon  ride  over 
and  make  them  in  person." 

"  Well,^my  friends,"  said  he  to  Frampton  and  Millhouse^  wlien 
Fordham  had  departed,  "  I  felt  «bubtftil  how  to  provide  you 
your  supper  to-night ;  though,  knowing  this  excellent  lady  as  1 
did,  I  should  not  have  doubted  that  she  would  contribute  lai^ely 
to  it.  See  what  she  has  done !  Here  lire  jsugar  and  coffee ; 
here  are  meal  and  bacon;  here  is  a  cheese;  here — biit  look 
about  you,  and  say  what  we  shall  have  for  supper.  Supper  we 
must  have!  I  am  famishing.  Tom!  Tom!  where  the  d — ^l 
is  that  fellow !  Does  he  think  that  he's  free  of  mc,  because  he'a 
free  of  the  army  ?— Tom !  Tom  !*' 

"  Sail !  yer,  maussa !  Wha*  de  debbil  mek'  [makesj  you  hdU 
ler  so  loud,  maussa,  when  I's  jis*  [just]  at  your  elbow  ?  Yo\i 
t'ink  I  hard  o'  hearing,  'cause  I  got  hard  maussa,  I  'spose !" 

"Hard  maussa,  you  impertinent  scamp!  Anotlxer  master 
would  have  roasted  you  alive  long  before  this.  See,  and  let  us 
have  something,  in  the  twinkhng  of  an  eye.  Look  among  the^ 
provisions,  that  Mrs.  Eveleigh  has  sent  us,  and  take  out  enough 
to  give  us  all  a  good  feed  —  niggers  and  all!" 

"  Miss  Eblcigh  !  He's  a  bressed  [blessed]  woman,  for  sartin, 
for  sen'  we  all  sich  good  t'ings ;  de  berry  t'ings  wc  bin  want ; 
and  jis'  when  we  want  'cm.  He's  a  mos'  'spcctable  pusson,  i» 
dat  Miss  Ebleigh.  Ki !  He's  a'mos'  [almost]  ebbry  t'ing  for 
gem^leman  supper!  Kali,  me!  dis  da  chcestj,  in  dis  tub! 
Pomp,  you  son  ob  a  snail !  why  you  day  1  Yer  I  [here]  open 
dem  bimdle  wha'  b'long  to  me,  in  de  piazza !  bring  fanner  [a 
shallow  winnowing  basket]  and  bnng  bucket  you  will  see  day 
[there].  Hab  out  de  free  knife  and  de  foui*  fork,  for  maussa, 
when  he  got  comp'ny.  See  a'ter  de  hom'ny  pot ;  and  de  coffee- 
pot j    and  look  up  some  water  for  wa>ih   dem!       Dei-e's   no 
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kitclioii,  mausSA ;  be  all  bu'n  down.  Wc  hab  for  cook  do  sup- 
per in  do  hoiv?o,  yer,  or,  niaybe,  w©  kin  find  fireplace  down 
stairH  ill  do  brick  part.  Go  see,  Pomp — and  Pomp,  sen'  out 
Home  of  dcun  nigger  for  git  liglitwood,  and  biing  water  and  udder 
t'iwgft." 

We  allo\i  Tom  to  bo  thus  prolix,  not  simply  because  he  was 
so  permitted  by  liis  master,  but  as  he  gives  us  a  very  coiTect 
idea  of  tlio  condition  of  household  affairs.  The  kitchen,  as  he 
states,  was  destroyed ;  the  cooking  was  finally  decreed  to  bo 
canied  on  in  the  brick  basement  of  the  house  hereafter,  but,  for 
tbta  night,  Tom  made  free  with  the  fiioplaco  of  the  mile  a^man- 
ger.  The  house  was  an  ample  one,  of  wood,  on  a  brick  baso- 
Tuent.  But  it  had  been  completely  gutted.  There  was  neither 
table  nor  chair ;  and  our  friends  couched  themselves  upon  the 
blf^tkets  of  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  spread  about  the  fireplace;  and, 
aecn^ltomed  as  thej  had  been  to  still  harder,  if  not  humbler 
seats,  upon  the  naked  ground,  were  not  seriously  conscious  of 
any  privations.  Thus  sitting,  or  reclining,  they  waited  in  com- 
parative silence  the  preparations  which  Tom  was  making  for 
flapper. 

That  sable  kitchen-despot  had  found  employment  for  all  the 
negroes,  Pomp^y  acting  as  a  sort  of  lieutenant  or  orderly. 
Watier  and  wood,  in  any  quantity,  were  soon  provided.  Soon, 
the  hominy  was  set  to  boil;  the  coffee-pot  began  to  smoke;' 
while  the  "hpe"  and  "jolumy''  ca^ea,  spread  upon  sections  of 
barrel  l^^s,  four  or  five  in  number,  wei'e  seen  facing  the  now 
brightly  blazing  fire.  The  chimney-place  of  the  dining-room, 
though  not  quite  so  ample  as  that  of  a  Southern  plantation 
kitchen,  was  yet  one  of  sufSciently  largo  dimensions.  What 
with  the  hominy  and  coffee-pots,  the  br^ad  stuffs,  and  the  frying- 
pam  hissing  with  broad  but  tender  slices  of  ham — which  the 
fork  of  thQ  grand  cuisinier  shifted  from  Hide  to  side,  as  the 
occasion  seemed  to  require — there  was  little  space  left  in  the 
premisesy  and  no  room  suffered  near  them  for  mere  idlers :  in 
whicU  rank,  at  thia  mqment,  we.  may  conrider  the  captain,  him- 
self, and  his  two  companions  in  ainn^.  But  the  fire  was  sufficient 
to  warm  the  room,  the  shutters  being  closed  in,  though  there 
was  not  a  pane  of  glass  left  in  one  of  the  sashes.  If  the  whites 
of  the  gmup  were  silent,  Tom  was  not.     The  benefactions  oi 
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Mrs.  Eveleigh  afforded  him  an  ample  theme  f<H-  talk ;  and,  while 
he  stiiTed  the  hominj,  and  tnnicd  the  ham  and  the  hoe  cakes, 
and  pushed  up  the  fire — keeping  Fompey  husy  all  the  while — 
he  maintained  a  running  commentaiy  on  the  blessings  of  life  in 
the  neighborhood  of  such  an  excellent  woman — a  woman  bo 
well  conversant  with  her  duties  to  her  neighbors. 

"  Dis  is  fus'  [firstj  rate  oh  bacon,  maussa,  dat  Miss  Ebleigb 
in  sen'  we !  And  de  grits  [gi4st]  is  de  bcs'  flint ;  aii'  dis  floor 
b  white  like  snow ;  and  sich  a  bowl  of  coffee,  as  I  guine  gibe 
you  to-night,  wid  sich  sugar,  you  ain't  bin  see  dis  fi/;e,  free,  se/^n 
years,  maussa !  Loi*d  be  praise,  for  all  he  mussies !  When  I  bin 
riding  'long  yer  to-night,  coming  to  we  ole  home,  I  bin  say  to 
myself,  all  'long  de  way,  wha'  de  debbil  we  guine  fin'  home  yer 
for  supper  to-night!  Enty  I  know,  dem  d — \\  Biitish  and 
tory  bin  skin  de  plantation  ob  ebbry  t'ing  1  Hah  !  I  say,  der* 
will  be  heap  o'  gi-owling  'tomachs  yer  to-night !  An'  I  t*ink  of 
de  cole  [cold]  and  de  starbation,  'till  I  begin  to  shibber  all  ober 
like  new  sodgcr,  jis  when  de  inimy  begin  for  shoot !  But,  de 
Lord  be  praise !  Dcr's  no  cole,  der's  no  'tarbation !  Yer's 
ebbry  t'ing  for  las'  we  niggars,  and  you  gemplemens  mos'  free 
week !" 

Tom  had  calculated  nicely,  as  well  as  an  experienced  com- 
missariat  could  have  done.  He  had  an  eye  to  a  man's  dimen- 
sions.    He  contmued: — 

"  Time  'nough  free  week  from  now  to  consideration  how  for 
git  more  supper :  and  Jer's  no  knowing  wha'  guine  tri'n  [turn] 
up,  in  dat  time,  for  gib  as  more  hom'ny  and  bacon.  De  Lord  is 
wid  us !  An'  maussa,  you  ain't  bin  see  dis  bag  o'  rice,  a  good 
bushel  I  reckon,  dat  Miss  Ebleigh  bin  sen'  wid  deia  udder  t'ings. 
Hab  a  pot  o'  rice  to-morrow  !" 

Tom,  w}ien  he  declared  it  time  enough  to  consider  how  to  pro- 
cure more  food  when  the  present  supplies  were  fairly  exhausted^ 
dealt  in  genuine  negro  philosophy.  Sambo  seldom  troubles 
himself  to  look  out  for  the  moiTow.  His  doctrine  somewhat 
tallied  with  that  of  Scripture.  Instead  of — "sufficient  for  the 
day,  the  evil  thereof,"  he  read,  "sufficient  for  the  day,  the 
good  thereof."  Foresight  and  forethought  are  his  remarkable 
dei'cioncics.  He  never  houses  his  hanxst  in  antidpation  of  the 
etoim. 
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Tbere  was  one  virtue  in  Tom's  pbilosophies.  They  never 
embarrassed,  or  delayed  him,  in  his  duties  aud  performances; 
and  it  was  not  very  long  before  he  made  the  gi-ateful  annuncia- 
tion to  the  hungering  troopers  that  supper  was  ready  to  be  seri'od. 
Then  followed  the  bustle.  Then  was  Pomp  conspicuous  as 
head  waiter,  while  Tom,  as  if  satisfied  with  his  share  of  the 
performance,  already  executed,  drew  up  a  keg  to  the  fiieside, 
and  leisurely  seated  himself  as  a  spectator — ready  to  take  up 
the  smoking  dishes  from  the  fire  as  soon  as  the  cloth  should  be 
spread  to  receive  tliem ;  but  in  no  other  way  interested  in  the 
performance ! 


CHAPTER   XXIX. 

MOW  A  SUFPKR  MAY  TAKK  AWAY  A  DRAGOON'H  APFKTITK. 

"  Why  you  no  spread  de  table-clot'.  Pomp  ?"  was  the  snappish 
demand  of  Tom,  seeing  the  other  hesitate. 

'^  I  no  see  no  clot'  uncle  Tom,"  replied  the  bewildered  fiddler. 

^  Enty  blanket  is  clot',  you  son  ob  a  skunk  1  Is  you  lib  so 
long  in  do  worl',  dat  you  neber  I'am  wha'  one  t'ing  is,  aiul  wha' 
nodder  t'ing  is — wha'  is  wood,  and  wlia'  is  clot' !  I  reckon,  boy, 
when  we  calls  you  to  eat  you'  own  supper,  you  wunt  ax  ef  it's 
dut  [dirt]  you  mus'  eat,  or  hom'ny." 

Pomp,  humbled  by  his  rebuke,  possessed  himself  of  one  of 
the  blankets,  from  the  pile  sent  by  the  widow,  but  he  still  stood 
vacantly  looking  about  the  apartment. 

"  Well,"  quoth  our  major  domo,  "  wha*  you  'tan'  [stand]  for, 
sucking  in  de  whole  room  wid  your  eyes  V* 

"  I  no  see  any  table,  uncle  Tom !" 

**  Don't  you  uncle  me,  you  chucklehead !  Lay  de  table  on 
de  floor !  Who  could  b'lieb  dat  a  pusson  could  lib  so  long  and 
grow  so  big,  and  nebber  I'am  nutting !  Ha !  boy,  you  bin  in 
de  anny,  you'd  ha'  I'am  all  soi-t  of  t'ing  at  de  sliai*p  p'int  ob  de 
baggnet !  De  army's  de  place  for  mek'  oaan  ob  sense  out  ob 
ML    Ax  de  gemplemnn^s  to  git  out  ob  de  way,  so  you  kin 
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spread  de  table-clot*;    dough  gemplemans  ought  to  hab 
'nough,  hese'f,  for  moob  [move]  widout  axing  J" 

"Hear  that  impudent  rascal!**  quoth  Poi^y,  moving  good- 
naturedly,  his  example  followed  by  Frampton  and  Millhouee. 
**  Was  ever  fellow  so  completely  spoiled  ?** 

"  I  nebber  spile  supper,  maussa !"  responded  Tom,  with  a  toss 
of  the  head,  as  if  to  say — "nobody  knows  my  qualities  better 
than  yourself.*' 

"  No,  indeed,  Tom,  and  yon  presume  on  your  ments,  some- 
what to  their  injuiy ;  but  you  will  be  taken  down,  you  scamp, 
when  you  are  required  to  find  and  hunt  up  the  supper,  as  well 
as  cook  it." 

"Ha!  but  you  see,  maussa,  my  business  is  cook— I  knows 
um !  It's  maussa  business  to  fin*  de  hittle  [victuals].  Put  de 
meat  and  bread  ycr,  whay  I  kin  put  out  my  ban'  and  git  'em, 
leff  it  to  me  to  hab  'em  ready  for  eat ;  but  da's  all  I  hab'a  right 
for  do.'* 

"  Ah  !  indeed,  my  buck ;  but  I'll  persuade  you,  at  the  end  of 
a  hickory,  that  you  have  other  rights." 

"  Wlia*  maussa ;  hlck'iy  for  Tom !  Nebber  I  Anybody  else 
bin  tell  me  sich  a  t'ing,  I  say,  widout  guine  to  be  sassy  —  *  he's 
a  d — n  fool  for  he  ti*ouble.'  " 

"  Hear  the  fellow !  Sergeant,  do  you  want  a  negro — a 
cook  r' 

"  1*11  thank  you,  cappin,  very  much.  Tom  and  myself  agree 
very  well  together.     I  like  his  fries  monstrous," 

"  You  shall  have  him — when  I'm  done  with  him." 

"  You  nebber  guine  done  wid  Tom,  maussa  I  *  I  'tick  to  you 
ebbry  where ;  you  comp'ny  good  'nongh  for  Tom  in  any  oonutry, 
no  matter  whay  you  go." 

"  Thank  you,  Tom  ;  but  Tom,  if  you  don't  clap  a  hot  iron  to 
Pomp's  haunches,  he'll  never  have  supper  on  table  to-night." 

"De  boy  will  be  de  deaf  ob  me!"  cried  Tom,  starting  up, 
and  administering  a  sudden  whack  to  the  ear  of  Pomp,  with  the 
fiat  of  an  amazingly  rough  hand.  The  lad  reeled  under  the 
salutation.  Pompey  was  more  dexterous  at  the  violin,  than  in 
the  capacity  of  a  house-servant.  He  had  no  idea  of  the  novd 
duties  he  was  required  to  perfbi'm ;  and,  jeiking  him  by  the  ool« 
tar  ta  the  fireplace,  Tom  clapped  the  several  dtshes  into,  his  hiPid, 
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and  proceeded,  with  the  expertness  of  a  veteran,  to  guide  ..very. 
thing  to  its  proper  place.  Under  his  administration,  the  taMe 
was  soon  spread. 

"Now  you  sec,  boy,  how  de  t'ing  is  done.  'Member  n.x* 
time,  or  youll  see  sights  ob  hickory,  wid  de  twigs  all  grow- 
in'  downwards.  Now,  tell  de  gemplemans  dat  supper  is 
a-waitin*." 

And  Tom  resumed  his  scat  upon  the  keg  by  the  fire.  Pomp 
made  the  necessary  signals,  after  a  fashion  of  his  own,  and 
^<>^Sy*  letting  hin^elf  down  upon  one  comer  of  the  blanket, 
which  seiTed  as  a  table-cloth,  invited  his  comrades  in  war  to 
follow  his  example:  They  did  not  wait  for  a  second  invitation, 
but  grouped  themselves  about  the  lowly  board,  occupying  oppo- 
site places.  Tom  flung  some  fresh  brands  into  the  fire,  which 
blazed  up  ruddily,  throwing  a  strong  light  over  the  great  hall, 
and  showing,  picturesquely,  the  group  upon  the  floor,  with  Pomp 
in  waiting,  and  several  sooty  faces  peering  in  through  one  of 
the  windows — from  which  a  shutter  had  been  torn — opening 
upon  the  piazza. 

The  equipments, of  the  board  were  quite  as  picturesque  as  the 
group  around  them.  The  crockery  closet  of  Captain  Porgy 
being  utterly  empty,  the  hominy-pot,  black  and  smoking  as  it 
was,  had  been  lifted  bodily  from  the  fire,  and  now  stood  in  the 
centre,  resting  upon  a  barrel-head,  into  which  its  three  legs 
buraed  regular  sockets.  A  pewter  spoon  was  employed  to  scoop 
up  its  white  and  well-boiled  contents.  The  coffee-pot,  a  bat- 
tered vessel  that  had  been  in  the  wars,  occupied  a  similar  rest- 
ing-place ;  while  the  fried-  bacon  was  handed  round,  by  Pomp, 
to  the  several  parties  m  a  huge  frying-pan,  in  which  it  had  been 
'•  done  to  a  turn."  This  vessel  bore  proof,  also,  of  serions  ser- 
vice, having  more  than  one  flaw  in  the  sides,  while  one  half  nf 
the  handle  had  becfl  canned  away  in  actual  conflict  with  the 
keen  sabre  of  a  British  dragoon.  The  partisans  helped  them- 
selves to  meat  and  gra'vy,  in  turn,  from  this  so<>ty  vessel,  wliicli 
was  then  restored  to  the  fireplace,  the  better  to  keep  warm  the 
residue  of  the  bacon.  The  hoe-cake,  broken  into  good-sized 
bits,  WHS  placed  upon  another  section  of  a  barrel-head,  by  the 
hands  of  Porgy  himself.  At  the  side  of  each  stood  his  tin  cup 
smoking  with  coffee,  while  the  top  of  the  coflfee-|K>t  was  em 
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ployed  to  hold  sugar,  aud  stood,  conveniently  for  the  use  of  ail, 
in  the  centre  of  the  group. 

Thus  served,  our  partisans  were  by  no  means  slow  in  their 
perfoimances  The  edge  of  appetite  was  keen.  They  worked 
vigorously.  The  taste  of  the  meats  improved  the  moods  of  all 
parties,  and  opened  hearts  as  well  as  jaws.  The  fullness  of  the 
mouth  prompted  the  heart  to  speech  ;  and,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
things  of  the  flesh.  Porgy  soon  began  to  forget  the  ^anxieties 
of  the  spii-it.  He  smacked  his  lips  over  the  luscious  ham, 
exclaiming :  — 

"This  may  be  called  good,  Tom — very  good:  in  fact,  I 
never  tasted  better.  You  have  certainly  lost  none  of  your  tal- 
ent in  consequence  of  your  leaving  the  ai-my." 

"  I  bin  good  cook  'fore  I  ebber  see  de  army." 

"  So  you  were,  Tom ;  but  your  taste  was  matured  in  the 
army ;  particularly  on  the  Pedee.  But  you  were  better  at  a 
broil,  I  think,  before  the  war." 

"  Tom's  jest  as  good,  I'm  a-thinking,  at  a  fry  as  at  a  brile, 
cappin,"  quoth  Millhouse,  licking  his  chaps,  while  elevating  a 
huge  slice  of  his  bacon  into  sight,  upon  the  prongs  of  his  fork. 

"  An'  why  you  no  say  bile,  too,  Mass  Millh'us*  ]"  demanded 
Tom,  apparently  not  satisfied  that  there  should  be  any  implied 
demerits  in  his  case. 

"  En  [and]  so  I  mout  [might],'*  answered  the  sergeant.  "  This 
here  hominy  now,  to  my  tliinking,  is  bikd  to  a  monstrous  softness." 

"An'  de  bake — de  bread — wlia'  you  say  for  him?"  was  the 
next  exaction  of  Tom's  vanity ;  and  he  handed  up,  as  he  que- 
ried, a  fresh  supply,  from  the  lire,  of  a  crisp,  well-browned 
"Johnny-cake" — an  aiticle,  by  the  way,  which  is  too  often 
;erved  up,  of  most  villauous  manufacture,  particularly  at  a 
iwdem  barbecue ;  but  wliich,  in  those  days,  might  usually  be 
.'ommended,  and  which,  in  Tom's  hands,  was  an  achievement — 
%  '-Jief'fVtBuvTe  of  kitchen  art. 

"  Well,  Tom,  I  kin  say  with  a  mighty  cl'ar  conscience,  that 
tHU  is  raal,  gennywino  bread.  I  only  wish  Miss  Ebeleigh  was 
h«re  now,  herself,  jest  to  try  a  taste  of  it." 

"Ua!"  quoth  Tom,  he^mng  up  —  "I  'speck  [expect]  ef  he 
bin  ycr,  he  would  nebber  le'  maussa  res',  tell  he  beg  me  firom 
*em.    lie  would  want  you  to  gib  me  to  um,  I  tell  you,  maiissa  !^ 


HOW  A  SUPPER  MAT  TAKE  AWAY  AN  APPETITE.   \^188^ 

"  Give  you,  Tom  !  Give  you  to  anybody  ?  No  !  no  !  old  fel- 
low !  I  will  neither  give  you,  nor  sell  you,  nor  suffer  you  to  be 
taken  from  me  in  any  way,  by  Saint  Sbadrach !  who  was  your 
blessed  father  in  the  flesh,  and  from  whom  yon  inherit  your 
peculiar  genius  for  the  kitchen !  Nothing  but  death  shall  ever 
part  us,  and  even  death  shall  not  if  I  can  help  it.  When  I  die, 
you  shall  be  buried  with  me.  "W"**  l^nyp  fonght  and  fed  too  lon|^ 
together,  Tom,  and  I  trust  we  love  fjjp.h  nthftr  g^itfi  tg^  wrllp  f^ 
guDmit  to  separation.  WheiT^K';  kitliTien  fire  grows  cold^Tojn, 
I  ahjcfTcease  to  eat  ^  ^pd^flujiglg^jdll  not  have  breath  enough 
to  blow  up  the  fire  when  mine  is  out!  J[  shall  light  foryoul^o 
jEe^faBl,  TonCanci  you,  I  fcBbw,  would  fightjo^the  last  for  me, 
as  j^TeiT^uretRat  neither^  us  can  long  outlast  tTiFotEer^'* 

'*  Fight  for  you,  maussa !  Har  Jes^  le'  dem  tory  i^  we, 
maussa !"  responded  Tom,  quite  excited,  and  shaking  his  head 
with  a  dire  significance.  But  Tom  did  not  exactly  conceive  the 
tenor  of  his  master's  speech,  or  the  direction  of  his  thoughts.  He 
did  not  conjecture  that  the  earnestness  with  which  the  latter 
spoke,  had  its  origin  in  his  recent  meditations ;  and  these  had« 
regard  to  civil  rather  than  militaiy  dangers — to  the  claws  of 
the  sheriff,  rather  than  toiy  weapons!  Once  on  this  track, 
Porgy  found  relief  in  continuing,  and  in  making  hhnself  better 
understood. 

"  They  shall  take  none  of  you  negroes,  if  I  can  help  it !  But 
they  shall  take  aJl  before  they  touch  a. hair  of  your  head,  Tom !" 

•*  Da's  it,  maussa !     I  know  you  nebber  guine  part  wid  Tom  !'* 

"  Before  they  shall  tear  you  from  me,  Tom '* 

"  Day  f they]  can't  begin  to  come  it,  maussa !  I  'tick  to  you. 
maussa,  so  long  as  fire  bu'n  !*' 

"  But,  it  might  be,  Tom  ;  the  time  might  come ;  circumstances 
might  arise ;  events  might  happen ;  1  might  be  absent,  or  una- 
ble ,  and  then,  you  might  fall  into  the  clutches  of  some  of  these 
d d  harpies,  who  take  a  malignant  pleasure  in  making  peo- 
ple uncomfortable.  You  have  heard,  Tom,  of  such  an  animal 
as  a  sheriff,  or  sheriffs  deputy  t" 

**Enty  I  know?  He's  a  sort  of  wai-mint!  I  knows  'em 
well !  He  come  into  de  hen-house,  cut  chicken  t'roat,  drink  de 
blood,  and  suck  all  de  eggs !  I  know  'em,  for  sart^in !  D» 
Uimr 
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"  Yes,  they  are  blood-sackere,  and  egg-suckers,  «ud  thioat- 
cutters — that's  true,  Tom ;  vermin  of  the  worst  sort:  but  they 
still  come  in  the  shape  of  human  beings.  They  are  men  affcei 
a  fashion ;  men-weasels,  verily,  and  they  do  the  work  of  beasts  1^ 
You  will  know  them  by  their  sly  looks ;  their  skulkings,  peep- 
iugs,  watchings,  and  the  snares  they  lay ;  by  the  great  papers, 
with  great  seals,  that  they  carry ;  and  by  their  calling  them- 
selves sheriffs  or  constables,  and  speaking  big  about  justice  and 
the  law.  If  any  of  you  negroes  happen  to  see  any  such  lurking 
about  the  plantation,  or  within  five  miles,  let  me  know.  Don't 
let  them  lay  hands  on  you,  but  make  for  the  swamp,  the  mo- 
ment they  tell  you  *  stop.*  You,  Tom,  in  particular,  beware  of 
all  such  !  Should  they  succeed  in  taking  you,  Tom — should  I 
not  be  able  to  help  you — should  you  find  them  carrying  you  off, 
to  the  city  or  elsewhere,  to  sell  you  to  some  other  master " 

"  6or-a-mighty !  maussa,  wha'  for  you  scare  me  so,  finking 
ob  sich  t'ings?" 

"  Tom !  sooner  than  liave  you  taken  off  by  these  vermin,  I 
^will  shoot  you !" 

"  Me !  shoot  me !  me,  Tom !     Shoot  me,  maussa  !'* 

"  Yes,  Tom  !  you  shall  never  leave  me.  I  will  put  a  brace 
of  bullets  through  your  abdomen,  Tom,  sooner  than  lose  you ! 
But,  it  may  be,  that  I  shall  not  have  the  opportunity.  They 
may  take  advantage  of  my  absence  —  they  may  steal  you  away 
^—coming  on  you  by  surprise.  If  they  should  do  so,  Tom,  I 
rely  upon  you  to  put  yourself  to  death,  sooner  than  abandon  me 
and  become  the  slave  of  another.  Kill  yourself,  Tom,  rather 
than  let  tiiem  carry  you  off.  Put  your  knife  into  your  ribs,  any- 
where, three  inches  deep,  and  you  will  effectually  baffle  the 
blood-hounds !" 

♦* Wha\  me,  maussa !  kill  mese'f!  Me,  Tom!  'Tick  knife 
free  inch  in  me  rib,  and  dead !  Nebber,  in  dis  worl*  [world] 
maussa  !  1  no  want  for  dead  I  I  always  good  ibr  cook  !  I 
good  for  fight — good  for  heap  o'  t'ing  in  dis  life!  No  good 
'nough  for  dead,  maussa !  No  want  for  dead  so  long  as  der's 
plenty  ob  bile,  and  brile,  and  bake,  and  fry,  for  go  sleep  'pon, 
\>A\\  talk  ob  sich  t'ing,  maussa,  jis'  now,  when  de  time  is  'mos* 
f almost]  come  for  me  eat  supper  !*' 

"  Tom  !**  exclaimed  the  captain  of  partisans,  laying  down  his 
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knife  and  fork,  and  looking  solemnly  and  sternly  at  the  negro — 
•*  I  thought  you  were  more  of  a  man — that  you  had  more  afifec- 
tion  for  me  Is  it  possible  that  you  could  wish  to  live,  if  sepa- 
rated from  me  ?  Impossible,  Tom !  I  will  never  believe  it. 
No,  boy,  you  shall  never  leave  me.  We  shall  never  part.  You 
shall  be  my  cook,  after  death,  in  future  worlds,  even  as  you  are 
hero.  Should  you  suffer  yourself  to  survive  me,  Tom  —  should 
you  be  so  hard-hearted — I  will  haunt  you  at  meal-time  always. 
Breakfast,  dinner,  supper — at  every  meal — you  shall  hear  my 
voice.  I  will  sit  before  you  as  soon  as  the  broil  is  ready,  and 
yon  shall  always  help  me  first  V* 

The  negro  looked  aghast.     Pofgy  nodded  his  head  solemnly. 

"  Remember !  It  shall  be  as  I  have  said.  If  you  are  not 
prepared  to  buiy  yourself  in  the  same  grave  with  me  when  I 
die,  I  shall  be  with  you  in  spirit,  if  not  m  flesh ;  and  I  shall 
make  yon  cook  for  me  as  now.  At  breakfast  you  will  hear  me 
call  out  for  bam  and  eggs,  or  a  steak ;  at  dinner,  perhaps,  for  a 
terrapin  stew;  at  supper,  Tom — when  all  is  dark  and  dreary, 
and  there  is  nobody  but  yourself  beside  the  fire — I  shall  cry 
out,  at  your  elbow,  *  My  coffee,  Tom !'  in  a  voice  that  shall 
shake  the  very  house  !" 

"  Oh,  maussa  !  nebber  say  sich  t'ing !  £f  you  promise  sieh 
t'ing,  you  hah  for  come !" 

"To  be  sure; — so  you  see  what  you  have  to  expect  if  you 
dare  to  survive  me  i" 

Tom  tamed  gloomily  to  the  fire,  not  a  little  bewOdered.  The 
bravest  negro  is  the  slave  of  superstitious  fancies,  and  Tom  was 
a  devout  believer  in  ghosts,  and  qoite  famous  in  the  kitchen  for 
has  own  ghost  experience. 

"  But  to  your  own  supper  now,  with  what  appetite  you  may, 
and  see  that  you  feed  the  other  negroes.  I  see  that  we  have  all 
Bopped." 

"  Lor'-a-mighty,  maussa,  you  tek'  'way  all  me  appetite  foi' 
mpper." 

"  You  will  soon  enough  find  it,  I  fancy,"  quoth  Porgy,  coolly, 
as  he  lighted  his  pipe.  Millhouse  followed  the  example,  and, 
aeeompanied  by  Lieutenant  Frampton,  the  two  adjourned  to  the 
piazza,  leaving  the  field  to  the  negroes,  who,  at  a  given  signal, 
rushed  eagerly  in  to  the  feast. 
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CHAPTER    XXX. 

f*BROBANT   MILLHOUSB   DISCUSSES   THK   POLICY  OF   CAPTAW. 
PORGY. 

j  It  has  been  said  that  the  homestead  of  tlie  old  soldier  wai 
entirely  swept  of  furniture,  in  emei-ging  from  the  hall  to  the 
piazza,  Porgj  and  his  followers  were  without  a  chair  upon  which 
to  sit.  They  paced  the  piazza,  accordingly,  puffing  as  they 
went.  The  floor  of  it  shook  beneath  their  steps.  It  needed 
repair.  The  bannisters  were  gone.  The  boards  were  half 
decayed.  The  steps  by  which  they  ascended  to  the  house 
*'  were  ticklish  to  the  last  degi*ee,"  to  employ  the  phrase  of 

\  Porgy  himself.    The  latter  paused  in  his  paces. 

"This  won't  do,"  said  he.  **To  smoke  is  to  contemplate. 
Contemplation  implies  calm,  repose,  and  an  easy  position  for  the 
body.  With  the  pipe  in  my  mouth,  I  must  sit  or  lie.  Let  us 
go  out  and  sit  by  that  fire,  boys." 

The  negroes  had  kindled  a  fire  within  fifVy  feet  of  the  house, 
and  on  one  side  of  the  avenue.  It  was  the  customary  camp- 
fire  to  the  old  soldiers,  and  there  was  no  reluctance  declared  or 
felt  to  the  proposition  of  the  captain  of  partisans.  He  M.  the 
way,  accordingly,  and,  with  a  grunt  and  some  efibrt,  let  himself 
down  beside  the  blaze.  New  brands  were  supplied  by  Framp- 
ton,  and  himself  and  Millhouse  subsided  upon  the  ground  also, 
at  respectfid  distances  from  their  superior.  Here  they  croudied 
for  a  while.  Supper  had  done  its  work,  in  inducing  a  certain 
feeling  of  sluggishness.  Change  of  circumstance  was  productive 
also  of  a  mood  which  inclined  rather  to  musing  than  to  speech. 
The  thoughts  of  all  were  more  or  less  busy.  The  subject  of 
Porgy's  speculations  may  be  easily  conjectured.  Those  of 
Millhouse  are  not  less  easily  definable,  but  they  involved  few 
anxieties  on  his  own  account.  Lance  Fi*ampton  was  a  young 
lover,  who  felt  every  hour  an  age  which  kept  him  away  from 
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Ins  nistic  beauty.  Of  course  his  liead  and  heart  were  filled  witli 
her  image.  Not  that  he  had  not  other  thouglits  more  proper  tc 
his  immediate  asfiociations.  His  was  a  spint  of  generous  sym- 
pathies, and,  spite  of  all  Porgy's  selfishness  of  character,  the 
young  man,  through  an  intercourse  of  three  yeai-s,  had  learned 
to  love  and  honor  him  for  the  really  good  points  in  his  nature  in 
spite  of  its  egotism.  He  mused  quite  as  much  upon  the  fortunes 
of  his  superior  as  upon  his  own. 

For  a  time,  accordingly,  all  were  busy  brooding  each  after  his 
own  fashion,  and  all  silent.  The  pipes  sent  forth  their  volumes, 
adding  not  a  little  to  the  cloudy  atmosphere  by  whicli  they  were 
surrounded.  The  night  was  dark  and  raw,  without  being  really 
cold.  The  winds  were  low,  and  faintly  sighed  through  the  too 
scanty  bit  of  wood  which  lay  between  our  group  and  the  north. 
The  prospect  promised  rain  by  morning.  The  weight  of  the 
atmosphere  was  felt,  and,  pressing  back  the  smokes  of  the  fire, 
kept  the  party  enveloped  in  a  white  shroud  of  mist  and  vapor. 
A  melancholy  stillness  overspread  the  scene,  and  the  ear  felt 
oppressed,  as  well  as  the  eye,  by  the  uniform  absence  of  all 
provocation  from  without.  Not  a  star  was  to  be  seen.  A  solid 
wall  seemed  to  shut  in  the  circle  within  thirty  yards ;  and  inside 
of  this  circuit  nothing  was  visible  but  the  skeleton  outlines  of  the 
trees,  and  the  vague,  faint  white  of  the  dwelling-house.  Our 
party  felt  the  gloom  of  the  prospect.  The  captain  and  sergeant 
puffed  with  all  their  vigor,  and  very  soon  replenished  their  pipes, 
nie  former  at  length  broke  silence. 

"  We  are  to  have  rain  by  the  morning ;  but  this  must  not  pre- 
vent us  from  putting  those  rascals  out  of  sight" — (meaning  the 
outlaws  who  had  been  slain).  "You  must  give  instructions, 
Lance,  to  one  of  the  negroes,  to  set  off  by  daylight  to  Mrs.  Eve- 
leigh,  and  borrow  spades  and  shovels,  or  hoes,  for  the  pui-posc 
of  burying  them.  I  doubt  if  such  things  are  to  be  found  any- 
where on  this  place.  After  that.  Lance,  I  suspect  you  wjll  de- 
sire to  ride  over  and  visit  the  widow  GriflSn.  It  will  be  a  day's 
visit  only,  I  suspect,  and  you  will  bo  back  at  night.  But  that's 
just  as  you  and  they  think  proper.  Of  course,  you  know,  my 
boy,  that  so  long  as  I  have  house-room  and  enough  for  supper, 
you  shall  share  it.  When  you  are  married,  you  shall  still  do  at? 
you  please.     You  may  bring  your  ivife  here,  if  it  suits  you,  ap£? 
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her  mother  too.     At  all  events,  here  is  yoiir  home,  so  long  as  it 
is  mine." 

"  Thank  you,  kindly,  captain ;  and  I  hope  you'll  keep  your 
plantation  for  ever.  I  expect  to  work  for  you  here  until  I'm 
married,  and  after  that  we'll  see.  I  reckon  Mrs.  Griffin  will 
want  Ellen  and  me  to  live  wiii.  aer  when  we  are  married,  and 
to  manage  her  little  place.' 

"  That  is,  if  she  herself  does  not  marry." 

"  Oh  !  I  don't  think  she*s  going  to  do  that.  She  was  mighty 
fond  of  her  hushand." 

"  Y-e-s !"  quoth  Porgy,  taking  out  his  pipe,  and  emptying  the 
ashes.  "  Y-e-s !  it  may  be  so — and  yet  tlie  widow  is  tolerably 
young,  fresh,  and  good-looking.  A  dead  husband  is  of  no  sort 
of  use  in  this  world,  and  that  is  the  present  question.  When  I 
have  smoked  out  my  pipe,  and  emptied  the  ashes,  I  am  apt, 
after  a  little  pause,  to  fill  it  with  fresh  tobacco.  He  who  baa 
smoked  one  pipe,  will  be  apt  to  try  another,  and  another,  as 
long  as  he  can  smoke.  That  is,  if  the  first  has  not  ackened  him. 
That  the  widow  has  found  one  husband  grateful,  is  good  reason 
why  she  should  try  another.  Mrs.  Grifiin  is  a  woman  of  sense^ 
and  has  too  many  good  qualities  to  remain  single.  She  is  a 
good  housekeeper — everything  is  in  trim  about  her.  She  tak^ 
cai*e  of  everything,  and  herself  neat.  Besides,  she  makes  a  first- 
rate  ten*apin  stew,  quite  as  good  as  Tom ;  and  her  broil  and  fry 
will  pass  muster  in  any  camp.  I  remember  the  blue  cat,  which 
she  gave  us  on  the  Edisto,  with  a  relish  even  now ;  and  that 
reminds  me,  by  the  way,  that  we  must  get  hooks  and  lines  ready 
for  the  Ashepoo  pretty  soon.  We  sliall  have  the  spring  upon 
us  before  we  get  our  tackle  ready." 

-  "  I'm  a-thinking,  cappin,"  said  Millhouse,  "  that  you'll  have 
to  be  seeing  about  something  besides  blue  cat  and  fishing  lines. 
You'll  want  ploughs  and  hoes  sooner  than  anything  else.  These 
niggers  must  go  to  work,  mighty  soon,  ef  I'm  to  have  the  man- 
aging of  'em." 

"  You,  Millhouse  I  Do  you  mean  to  volunteer  aa  over- 
seer?" 

"  Don't  1 1  I  reckon  that's  pretty  much  all  I'm  good  for. 
But  it's  lucky  I  do  know  something  of  rice  planting ;  and  I  was 
never  a  slouch  at  making  com.       I'm  for  breaking  up  land 
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and  going  to  workt  without  so  mucli  as  axing  jonr  leave  ur 
blessing." 

«  You  shall  do  as  you -please,  old  fellow,  for  I  don't  know  that 
1  can  teach  you  anything  in  tliese  matters.  I  was  always  one 
of  that  large  dlass  of  planters  who  reap  thistles  from  their  plant- 
ing. I  sowed  wheat  only  to  reap  tares.  I  never  had  luck  in 
planting." 

"  That*?  because  you  never  tnisted  to  luck,  cappm.  You  was 
always  a-thinking  to  do  something  better  than  other  people,  and 
you  wouldn't  let  uater  [nature]  alone.  You  was  always  a-hur- 
rying  natcr,  tell  you  wore  her  out ;  jest  like  those  foolish  moth- 
ers who  give  their  children  physic — dose  after  dose — one  dose 
fighting  agin  the  other,  and  nara  [neither]  one  gitting  a  chance 
to  work.  Now,  I'm  a-tbinking  that  the  trae  way  is  to  put  the 
ground  in  order,  and  at  the  right  time  plant  tlie  seed,  and  then 
jest  lie  by»  and  look  oq>  and  see  what  the  warm  sun  and  the 
rain's  guino  to  do  for  it.  But  you,  I  reckon,  wam't  patient 
enet^h  to  wait.  You  was  always  for  pulling  up  the  com  to  see 
if  it  had  sprouted ;  and  for  planting  over  jest  when  it  was  begin* 
ning  to  grow.  I've  known  a  many  of  that  sort  of  people,  p;T- 
ti'jklarly  among  you  wise  people,  and  gentlemen  bom.  It  ain't 
reasonable  to  tliink  that  a  man  kin  find  new  wisdom  about  evoi'v- 
diiug ;  9Jii  them  sort  of  people  who  talk  so  fine,  and  8tiau«!;o, 
and  sensible,  in  a  new  way,  about  the  business  that  has  been 
practii>ed  ever  since  the  world  begun,  they're  always  overdoing 
the  business,  and  working  agin  nater^  They're  quite  too  know* 
ing  to  give  themselves  a  chance." 

**  That's  philosophy,  Millhouse." 

"  No,  cappin,  'tain't  philosophy,  but  it's  mighty  good  sense, 
I  kin  make  com,  and  rice,  I  reckon,  jest  as  good  as  any  man ; 
and  you  must  leave  it  all  to  me.  I'll  work  it  all  out,  and  you 
miis'n't  meddle,  cappin,  except  to  do  jest  them  things  that  I  tell 
you." 

"  Good !  I  like  that !  I  feel  that  I  should  greatly  improve 
under  a  good  sense  keeper." 

"  'Zackly>  cappin ;  that's  the  very  thing  you've  been  aw&nt- 
ing  all  your  life.  Now,  I've  beam  you  tell,  how  you  used,  when 
a-pianting  these  sam^  rice  lands  of  your'n,  to  let  the  water  off 
of  the  fields  to  catch  the  fish,  ef  so  be  scnne  of  your  friiuids  bap- 
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ponM  to  conio  aiid  dine  with  you.  Sp'ilo  a  whole  field  of  fine 
rice,  jest  flooded,  to  catcli  a  few  pa irrJt  /"  ' 

"  Ah  !  but,  MilUiouse,  they  were  sudi  beauties !  You  nevei 
saw  such  perch  in  your  life." 

"  I  reckon  I've  seed  as  fine  piurch  as  ever  you  caught,  cap- 
pin.  But  that  ain't  the  thing,  no  how.  Ef  they  were  as  fine 
fish  as  ever  gi^ow'd  in  water,  it  was  a  sm  and  shame  to  spile  the 
rice  to  catch  *em  ;  and,  as  sui'o  as  a  gun,  cappin,  ef  you  had  been 
rightly  sarved,  you'd  ha'  been  tucked  up  to  a  swinging  limb, 
and  been  dressed  with  a  dozen  hickories,  tell  you  was  made 
sensihle  and  ashamed." 

"  Htimph !''  exclaimed  Porgy,  emptying  the  ashes  from  hi« 
pipe,  and  by  no  means  delighted  with  the  suggestion.  But  hi* 
self-esteem  was  less  combative  than  usual,  and  he  remaine<l 
silent.     Millhouse  proceeded. . 

"Now,  cappin,  I've  walunteered  to  be  your  sense-keeper,  a6 
you  calls  it,  in  all  the  plantation  business,  and  you  must  jest  let 
me  have  my  own  way,  ef  you  want  to  git  ou  sensible  in  the 
world.  I'm  overseer,  and  you  mus'n't  come  between  mo  aiul 
the  niggers.  I'll  do  my  work  and  will  make 'em  do  theirs.  Ef 
there's  any  licking  to  be  done,  I'll  lay  it  on.  You  may  look  on, 
but  you  mus'n't  meddle.  You  may  think  what  you  please,  but 
you  mus'n't  say  nothing.  We  kin  talk  over  the  matter  every 
night,  and  I'll  show  you  the  sense  of  what  I've  been  doing  in 
the  day.  You  kin  fish  in  the  river  when  yon  please,  and  hunt 
in  the  woods  when  yon  please,  and  go  riding  and  dining  ont 
where  you  please,  and  I  won't  meddle  nor  say  nothing ;  but  hi 
the  crop,  cappin,  you  mus'n't  put  a  finger  to  spile  what  I'm 
a-doing  for  your  good." 

"A  very  pretty  arrangement." 

"Ain't  it,  now?" 

"  Very !  I  have  your  permission  to  hunt,  and  fish,  and  diue 
abroad,  if  I  think  proper.    These,  then,  are  my  duties  1" 

**  'Zackly !  but  yon  are  not  to  take  hands  and  horses  out  of 
the  crop,  cappin,  for  your  'musements.  You're  not  to  cany  a 
good  plough-boy  off  to  find  bait  for  you  when  you're  a-fishing  ; 
or  horse  and  nigger  to  beat  the  woods  when  you're  a-hunting. 
You  must  choose  one  horse  for  your  own  riding,  cappin,  and 

K5k  to  that." 
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**  You'll  let  me  keep  a  clog  or  two,  MillliotiRe  V* 

**  One,  I  reckon,  ef  he's  a  good  one,  cappin.  One  good  bea- 
gle is  quite  enough  for  these  woods." 

"  But  I  shall  want  a  pointer  for  birds." 

"  A  p'inter »  I  never  could  see  the  use  of  a  p'inter !  I  km 
find  as  many  partridges,  or  doves,  to  shoot,  in  a  pea  country,  as 
any  man  can  p'nt  a  gun  at,  and  without  any  dog  at  all !  I*ve 
shot,  myself*  a  whole  covey  of  partridges,  sixteen,  at  a  single 
fire." 

"  Oh !  that  was  butchery,  Millhouse.  Anybody  can  kill  par- 
tridges upon  the  ground,  or  doves  upon  the  tree.  But  to  do  this 
upon  the  wing,  and  to  bird  like  a  gentleman  and  a  spoi-tsman, 
Millhouse,  requires  a  dog  to  point  and  flush." 

"  Look  you,  cappin,  them's  all  notions ;  and  when  a  man's 
wanting  flesh  for  the  pot,  and  meal  for  the  hoe-cake,  it's  not 
resonable  that  he  should  be  a  sportsman  and  a  gentleman.  That's 
a  sort  of  extravagance  that's  not  becoming  to  a  free  white  man, 
when  he's  under  bonds  to  a  Rherifif." 

"D — n  the  sheriff!  Don't  mention  such  an  animal  in  my 
hearing." 

"Well,  d-p-n  the  shei-iff!  I'm  agreed  to  that.  I've  no  rea- 
son to  love  the  animal  any  more  than  you ;  but  when  wo  can't 
shake  off  the  beast,  the  best  way  that  I  kin  see  is  to  draw  liis 
teeth.  Now,  the  sort  of  life  you  wants  to  lead,  cappin,  will  do 
for  a  nigger  gentleman,  that  ain't  got  nothing  to  lose ;  or  for  an 
Ingin  gentleman  who's  got  nothing  that  a  sheriff  can  put  under 
the  hammer ;  but  for  you  that's  got  edication,  and  hns  been  a 
soldier,  the  thing  is  different.  The  difference  between  a  white 
man  and  a  nigger,  or  an  Ingin,  is  that  a  white  man  was  made  to 
gather  substance  about  him,  and  a  nigger  and  an  Ingin  was  made 
to  waste  it  That's  the  whole.  The  Ingin  was  born  to  clear 
the  woods  of  the  varmints  for  us ;  and  the  nigger  to  clean  up 
after  we've  eaten.    That's  the  philosophy." 

"  And  very  sensible  philos^hy  too,  Millhouse.  I  had  no  idea 
that  you  had  such  profound  ideas.  I  begin  to  think  that  you'll 
save  me  from  the  sheriff  if  any  one  can." 

**  Yon  must  be  doing  something  for  yourself,  cappin«  besides 
fishing  and  hunting ;  or,  ef  you  will  hunt,  there's  a  sort  of  game 
that,  ef  you  kin  ti^e  it,  wUl  always  be  sure  to  bi-ing  us  meat 
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for  the  pot.  That's  the  sort  of  game  that  you  might  hmit,  ana 
want  r/o  p'inter  more  than  yonr  own  nose !" 

*«  Unless  yourself,  Millhouse.  Pi'ay  point  out  this  profitable 
sort  of  game  5f  you  please." 

**  Well,  that  ain't  so  hard  a  matter.  And  first,  cappin,  let  me 
say  you're  a  good-looking  personable  roan,  only  a  Ifttle  over 
middle  age.  Yon  ham't  lost  your  uprightness.  Your  face  is 
smooth.  It  hatn't  got  a  wrinkle  on  it.  Your  eyes  is  small,  but 
of  a  mighty  sweet  sort  of  blue ;  and  though  you're  a  leetle  too 
flefihy  to  be  aprigh,  yet,  Lord  save  me,  you  kin  stand  a  mighty 
great  deal  of  hard  usage." 

"  And  so " 

**  And,  therefore,  cappin,  you  ought  to  git  married !" 

"  As  logical  a  conclusion  as  I  ever  heard  in  all  my  life.  A 
man  who  can  stand  hard  usage  may  safely  venture  upon  matri- 
mony. *Pon  my  soul,  Millhouse,  your  philosophy  and  logic  im- 
prove together.** 

"  I'm  glad  y£n  think  so,  cappin,"  responded  the  other  with 
increasing  gravity.  "  I've  been  a-thinking  what  you  ought  to 
do  ever  sence  I  heer'd  you  talking  of  the  bad  state  of  your  af- 
fairs. Now,  says  I  to  myself,  what  better  kin  the  cappin  do, 
than  find  some  clever,  good  sort  of  woman,  that's  outlived  all 
her  girlishness  and  foohshness,  and  that's  come  to  know  the 
valley  of  a  husband !  That  won't  be  looking  too  closely  at  his 
figure,  and  thinking  his  paunch  too  big,  and  his  legs  too  little— 
that  won't  be  axing  whether  he's  cut  his  eye-tooth  or  not ;  but 
11  jest  consider  that  a  man's  a  man  in  spite  of  his  ga/rth,  that 
a  soldier's  altogether  the  best  sort  of  a  man  going  in  these  times; 
and  that'll  pass  Over  the  sprinkle  of  gray  in  his  head,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  sound  teeth  and  good  wind.  Now,  cappin,  ytHi 
does  git  a  Icctle  out  of  wind,  when  you're  pushed  too  hard ; 
but  considering  what  a  mortal  weight  of  flesh  you've  got  to 
carry,  it's  wonderful  how  much  you  ktit  stand.  It's  wonderftil 
I  say,  and  jest  as  surprising  as  wonderful.  Well,  now,  con- 
sidering  all  these  things,  what's  to  bender  you  from  gitting  to 
the  right  side  of  some  good  woman,  with  a  smart  chance  of 
property,  and  proving  your  title  to  it,  by  the  sensible  way  you 
come  over  her.  I  reckon  there's  more  than  a  hundred  snA 
women  here,  in  Carolina,  now,  that,  when  th^  come  to  consider 
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how  many  of  the  handsome  jouug  fellows  is  cut  off  in  the.  war, 
wiD  be  mighjty  glad  to  hev'  you  in  spite  of  fig;ger,  icnd,  gray 
hairs.  You  ain't  so  old,  cappin,  but  that  you've  a  nglit  to  hev' 
a  wife :  and,  under  the  sarcumstances,  I  say,  a  wife  is  the  one 
thing  needful  j  that  19  always  providing  she's  got  somotliing  of 
a  property  to  go  upon  j  for,  onless  you  ^it  a  woman  of  sub- 
gtanco»  it'll  only  make  your,  affaire  harder  to  mai^age  than  ever. 
Yon  must  be  thinking  of  a  woman  tliat'U  pay  off  that  mor^ 
gage  yon  talk  about,  and  hev'  something  oye^-.  Thei^,  w6  kin 
work  the  plantation  to  some  purpose.  Then  you  needn't  fea^ 
the  d— d  warmint  of  a  sheriff,  and  then»  with.  Gf^'s  blessing 
on  our  inpocent  disposition,  we  may  all  liye  here  lik^  fij^hj^ng 
cocks." 

An  thisy  and,  much  morei  was  said  with  a  deliglitful  gravity. 
Porgy  was  overwhelmed.  He  was  so  taken  by  surpme,  by  the 
coolness  with  which  MiUliouse  analyzed  bitnt^elf  and  hk  affair^ 
and  Imported  upon  his  shortnes^  ofynni,  wIjiIo  he  acknowledged 
the  excellence  of  his  teeth  ;> — the  immensity  of  liis  girtli,  wfiihi 
he  admitted  the  aihiable  cast  of  hjB  eyes ;  hh  ^lende^mm^  of  log, 
(or  ''shrunk  shank,"  as  Porgy  muttered  ^offo  voce)  while  rec- 
ognising the  smootbnes&  of  hi9  cheeky— 7 that  he  wa^;  alisokitdy 
dumh^/aundered,  and  never  once  thought  to  iiitemipt  him,  let- 
ting him  run  to  the  end  of  his  tethev,  which  was  by  no  i][icans 
a  short  one.  At.  lengthi  the  woilhy  sergeant  camq  to  a  halt. 
He  had  reached  his  climax.  Wliat  a  soldier's  idea  of  life — living 
*•  like  a  fighting  cock" — properly  must  be,  need  only  be  left  to 
the  oonjoctnre  of  the  reader.    Porgy  evidently  imdei-stood  it. 

**  That  would  be  something!  indeed^  Millhouse.'* 

"Wouldn't it !^'  c^xclaimed  the.other^ 

*^  YeSf  indeed ;  as  fighting  militia  men,  wq  hitve  seldom  'been 
allowed  the  priyilege  of  living  like  fighting  cocks,  and  I  confess, 
for  one,  I  should  like  to  try  it,  for  a  season,  if  only  by  way  of  a 
change.    But " 

Here  the  captain  of  partisans  tiumed  uneasily. 

^  Lance,"  said  he  to  the  lieutenant,  **  those  negroes  will  never 
finish  supper  unless  you  stir  them  up ;  and  I  begin  to  think  that 
the  house  would  be  quite  as  comfortable  as  the  avenue.  This 
mist  is  tuhung  into  rain.  Get  in,  my  lad,  and  see  after  them, 
and  let  them  make  a  clearing  for  us !" 
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The  youth  disappeared  in  an  instant. 

"And  80,  Millhonse,  you  think  I  am  still  ahle  to  undeigo  the 
fatigues  of  matrimony  ?" 

"  It's  the  very  thmg  for  you,  cappin." 

•*  Well,  youVe  thought  so  much  upon  the  suhject,  I  suppose 
you've  even  thought  of  some  woman  in  particular,  such  as  you 
describe,  who  has  ^tbe  needful,'  and  knows  the  value  of  a  man* 
Pray,  tell  me,  if  such  is  the  case."  , 

"  To  be  sure,  I  hev* !  I've  seed  the  veiy  woman,  and  so  hev' 
you." 

"Ah!    Well " 

"Well!  it's  jest  the  same  lady,  here,  that  we  cut  loose  from 
the  robbers — diis  widow  Ebeleigh.  When  I  seed  the  supplies 
in  her  wagon,  and  seed  how  liberal  she  was  in  giving ;  when  I 
seed  the  bacon  and  the  bread,  the  sugar  and  the  cofiTee,  and  the 
old  rum,  cappin — says  I  to  myself — •  That's  the  woman  for  the 
cappin ;'  and  I  say  it  agin,  cappin,  she's  a  woman  you  kin  stand. 
I  wouldn't  be  consenting  to  your  having  any  sort  of  a  woman, 
but  this  here  one  is  a  beauty  for  a  man  at  your  time,  who's  a 
soldier,  and  knows  what's  good  living  in  this  world !  And  I'm 
a-thinldng,  cappin,  that  that's  not  far  from  }ier  notion  too.  She 
looked  on  you  amazin*  sweet,  I  tell  you." 

"  It  is  something  to  be  thought  of,  Millhouse ;  but,  as  the 
widow  isn't  here,  just  now,  suppose  we  try  the  rum  ?  What  do 
YOU  say  to  a  toddy  V* 

"  Well,  I  say,  that's  quite  a  sensible  and  sodger-Iike  idee.'* 

"Your  arm,  my.  good  fellow/'  quoth  Porgy;  ami,  *rith  the 
help  of  the  sergeant,  ho  heaved  his  bulk  into  uprightness,  and 
both  of  them  passed  into  the  house ;  from  the  hall  of  which 
Frampton  had  by  this  time  expelled  the  negroes,  sending  them 
Into  die  basement,  Tom  and  Pompey  alone  remuning  above, 
with  the  view  to  making  proper  arrangements  for  the  night. 
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**  Tom,"  $tiA  Poigy,  stinrkig  bis  ma^  and  ragiMr^  uaA  touching 
glasses  with  the  sergeant  (Frampton  declined  to  drink) — *'  Tom, 
where  are  jou  going  to  spread  my  blankets  to*night  V 

**  Yer,  mauiia— ywr  by  de  fir*^  Xer's  de  pla^^e  for  yon  j  de 
leftenant  mnst  Ue  deie,  and  de  sa^int  will  ease  he  limbs  yender> 
close  by  de  sngar  kag." 

^Tweiifidci»  Toml  I  mnst  sleep  in  my  old  room,  you  ras- 
cal, if  it's  kabitaUe.    Ton  know  this,  bnt- " 

**  Bnt  dare's  no  fise  dere,  msnssa." 

^  And  why  •the  d  ■  1  didn't  yon  huve  Sr  &b  made  there^  you 
lazy  rascal }  Bee  to  it  at  once.  Open  the  room,  and  if  ihere's 
floor  enough  for  my  length  and  breadth,  haye  it .  swept  out  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  Set  some  of  the  fellows  at  once  to 
woik  brinfpng  in  wood  and  knotting  &et^** 

**Yoi^Pomp— " 

**  Let  Pomp  alone.  I  want  him  here.  Do  it  yourself,  if  you 
can  find  no  one  elae«*' 

Tom  disi^^paafed»  and  stirred  up  the  negroes  below  stairs. 
The  door  of  a  chamber  entering  from  the  hall  was  thrown  open* 
and  a  toveh  carried  in. 

«« Is  it  habitable  r  was  the  demand  of  Porgy. 

**  Ob  yes,  maiiBwaj  when  I  done  bresh  'em  out,  and  mek  de 
fire  bn'n.  One  ob  de  floor-board  is  gone,  but  nuff  lef  for  you 
lie  'pon." 

**  Very  good.  Bestir  yourself.  And  now,  men,  for  the  order 
of  the  day  to-morrow.  We  must  get  an  early  breakfast,  and 
set  out  betimes  for  the  burial  of  these  rascals.  Lance,  did  you 
instruct  one  of  the  fellows  to  ride  over  at  daylight  to  Urs.  £ve- 
kigh's  for  the  shovels  r 

The  reply  waa  affirmative. 

«*  Very  good.    And  now,  men,  the  sooner  you  take  your  rest 
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the  better.  To-morrow  we  must  be  stirring.  There  is  much  to 
be  done.  Tom,  do  you  give  out  a  blanket  to  each  of  the  ne- 
groes ;  take  one  for  yourself,  and  give  Pomp  another.  Put  the 
rest  into  my  room.  You,  Tom  and  Pomp,  will  deep  in  the 
shed-room,  to  be  wit^h^  o^^  Sf^  tp  i^ie  negroes  below,  before 
you  lie  down,  that  they  do  not  crowd  into  the  fire.  If  let  alone, 
the  blockheads  will  J^iyn  mi  4i}Iittf.  ^ay«i.4Ui  eye  to  them. 
We  must  build  a  few  pole-houses  as  soon  as  possible.  And  now 
to  b^d.  H3fiidQ86^  wflly^  Uike  sotti^  mocQ^Aim  befote  70a 
sleep  r   '         ..... 

"  Not  a  drop,  cappin." 

**  Help  yourt^,i  TMn,  att4  put  the  rest  swfelr  *w«y.*' 

<*  T'ank  yoti,  'matidSii,^^  aivi  Tom  lielped.  hmseif  witk  a  libocal 
hand.  MiUhouse  had  already  stretched  hixit^lf .  cplv  and/ifoUad 
in  Ids  bl4nket.  ^  JElVitrnptoti  toy  up6*  hid,  resting  up4ii  Us  «ftow, 
with  his  head  upon  iiis^^y^Jm,  aiid  'gaitittg  ^enmrdly  ioflo  the  fim. 
Porgy  cast  a  dubious  glance  al^Mlltd  -hliii*  thNm  •gadieikig  np  his 
i^wiord  and  hol^ert,'  WaA  abo«t  .t*  Mtire,  when  be  tevnai  and 
sidd:^^  .'     .      I*  .-       '  '  ^  .     .      -      .  J  ■■ 

"  "Who  has  86en  to  ihe  heroes  f* 

Frampton  repliefi  r*^ 

"  I  have  fastened  them  undc^  tk^  piaeaa^  "oaptain,  and  gilpeo 
them  both  com  and  fodder.  Mrs.  £veleigh'«  -ey^Eseei*  kronght 
over  a  supply  to  last  k  week/'      •  « 

''  Ah  ! — all's  right.  Well,  good  night,  men,  and  a  good  jleep 
to  you — though  I  ml^-as  weU  tell  you  that  4to  honaft  is 
hatmted." 

Millhouse  growled  from  within  his  blankets,  with  sonoduug 
of  the  tone  of  a  bti!l-4oig  Mifi^ideuB  ttf  a  «tra^Y^er«  Ettuhpfon's 
oyc  briglttcned  H  IMo,  Wt,  except  die  ''g^odiuglif'.vith  ^i^ch 
he  replied  to  the  eaptain^Sy  he  said  nothi«^.  >  Ih  a  idW  nieiMints» 
^orgy,  Tom,  and  Pomp,  having  retired  to  their  several  lairs» 
the  house  was  left  in  deep  i|uiet,  save  from  an  oocaaomd  mur- 
mur that  ascended  ft:om  the  negroes  in  the  basement. 
*  Our  captain  of  partisatis  entered  the  diamber,  and  let  hhnself 
dowti  upon  Die  pile  of  Maakets  whitib  fbimed  kis  coaeh.  .This 
was  spread  before  the  fireplace,  and  he  sat  with  hbfiMt  ibittift^ 
blaze.  He  had  disencumbered  himidolf  of  Jaa  aeat  knd,  sikudl- 
tlothcs,  hib  b6ot8  tind  Btoekings.    His  sword  imd  pistfld  lny  be- 
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ade  him,  his  saddle,  ordr  which  one  of  the  MttikM*  ims  spMitd, 
served  him  for  a  pillow.  But  fbr  a  long^  time  he  did'  not  lie 
down.  His  eyes  were  bent  npon  the  fire,  or  ^owly  wandered 
around  the  almost  vacant  chamber.  It  was  a  smig,  btit  snffi** 
cienilj  capacious  lipattment,  probabljr  eigliieeki  by  twenty  feet 
The  walTs  still  exhibited  pirocf  of  a  degree  of  pHde  and  state» 
which  declared  for  a  former  weaMi  tssA  taste,  such  as  were 
strangely  inconnstent  with  the  preseiit  fbrtnned  bf  ^le  possessor. 
The  panelBng  of  wood  over  the  Sreph^e  stiH  Adwied  traces  of 
two  landscape  paintings  in  oil,  done  upon  the  pstnels  with  no 
inconsiderable  art.  The  framework  around  tliem  consisted  of 
heavy  carved  work*  and  the  pfflars  of  the  mantel-piece  were 
richly  orpamented  with  carvings  in  mmilar  style.  About  the 
room  stiU  hung  the  dingy  and  shattered  franies  t>f  pictures, 
probably  portraits,  from  which  the  cknVftss  had  been  cut  out. 
It  had  probably  been  found  usefiol  for  the  meanest  purposes,  and 
had  been  appropriated,  with  all  ether  moveabkls  of  any  valne, 
by  the  marauding  British  and  tories.  The  glate  was  destroyed 
iu  the  sashes  of  all  the  windows.  Tie  shutters  were  mostly 
torn  from  the  hinges  and  carried  off,  pMbably  destipoyed  for  fire* 
wood.  One  of  the  planks  of  the  floor  had  been  taklsn  up,  and 
lay  beside  the  opening,  very  much  hewed  and  fuangled  by  the 
axe.  The  fragments  of  an  ancient  mahogany  bedstead  lay 
pOed  up  in  one  comer,  but  it  was  evidently  no  longer  Available 
for  \ise.  It  had  been  that  on  which  Porgjr  had^ept  when  a  chHd : 
it  was  the  bedstead  of  his  mother.  A  bit  of  greeti  cord  still  de* 
pended  from  a  nail  against  the  opposite  waH.  It  had  susttdned 
the  picture  of  his  mother ;  that  portrait  of  a  Mt  young  woman, 
taken  when  she  was  yet  unmarried,  whose  sWeet  smiKhg  fea- 
tures, in  the  active  exercise  of  memory  and  fimcy,  seemepd  still 
to  be  looking  down  upon  him. 

Porgy  knew  not  that  the  big  tears  were  gathering  slowly  in 
his  eyes,  and  gradually  stealing  down  upon  his  cheeks.  He  had 
reached  his  liome,  but  it  was  a  home  no  longer.  The  home  is 
maily  hy  the  hopep  whif^li  jjt  generates,  and  he  hasLggrvived^slL>- 
f^pca,  i^f  whatever  sort,  winch  came  With  youth  and  childhood^ 
Tha  proiyeqtJtefere  him  was  oneot  UB^glit^dJe^iation^  How 
was  he  to  redeem  the  mortgaj^ed  acreTof  his  domain  f  How 
was  he  to  retain  the  poor  remains  of  a  once  ample  fortune^ 
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WWt  wem  hW  own  n^^sanrces  for  tt^s  task?  Wliat  were  left 
for  him  to  do,  and  where  was  the  aj^enqy,  ext^mf4  to  himself, 
by  whi^h  to  effect  the  difficult  achleven^ent.  The  emb^asslng 
straits  of  hia  qonditioc^  hfid  mad^  Uiemselv^s  apparent,  to  him, 
motft  tvliy^ci^  thei  moment  of  his  retiu-n.  But  {iDr  the  unex- 
peot^  eyenj^of  the  day,  apd  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  tiveieigb,. 
he^  must  have  g^ne,  himse]|i^  supperless  to  sleep,  and  witnessed 
this  privatioofs^  ig  /aij^treme,  of .hi^,foUow;^rs  ^d  slaves. 

And  tjie  r^li^  ira?  temjpvraiy  only.  He.n^ust  provide  for 
these  hereafter;  and  how?  By  incuiTing  new  emban-assments 
and  ohligi^na;  by  adding  to  the  weight. of  formei-  bonds  and 
responsibilities;  by  endeavQxing  to  establish  a  credit  without 
being  ab^  to  offer  new  securities.  Was  it  probable  that  he 
could  do  this,  iJiL  the  t^^settled  condition  of  the  colony?  And 
what  secuptiss  Qould.  ^he  offer  to  the  creditor  ?  His  lands  were 
B^^Aged  to  an  amount  five  times  their  present  valiie.  A  fore- 
closure of  mortgage  at  th^  pre^nt  juncture  would  not  only 
sweep  tjnem  i^way^  but  take  his  negroes  also,  and  still  leave  him 
a  deb^r  beyond  alL  meaps  of  payment.  !Even  if  time  were 
allowed  hiqt,  coi^A  )ie,hope,  criminally  ignorant  as  he  was  of  all 
the  arts  requisite,  to  th^  good  planter,  to  recover  himself  and 
renovii(te  bis  fortunes?  These  were  the  subjects  of  his  medita- 
iionSf  andf  phcwing  the  bitter  cud  of  thought  and  memory,  his 
heart  almost  Called  him. 

He  stretched  bimself  out  upon  his  blankets  almost  reproach- 
ing tl^  mcirpifiil  fate  whic;li  had  saved  him  fi;om  the  bullet  or 
bayonet  jof  the  ^nen^y.  His  despondency  for  awhile,  increased 
i^th  his.meditatioh,  ui:^  he  felt  that  it  would  not  be  difficult 
that  very  hour  to  die*  To  die,  was  to  escape  the  cares,  the 
troubles  and  th^  humiliations  to  ^hich  he  folt  himself  uneq^ual, 
and  which  he' now  felt  to  be  inevitable  from  life,  with  such  a 
prospect  aa  now  grew  up,  dark  and  distinct,  before  his  mind. 
He  woold  have  found  it  at  once  easy  and  grateful  to  be  roused 
that  moment  with  the  call  to  battle.  He  would  have  rejoiced 
to  find  a  full  finish  to  his  cai*es,  in  a  desperate  onset,  at  the  head 
of  his  corps  of  partisans.  "  But  the  wars  were  all  over,**  and 
this  refuge  ;^as.  demed  him.  He  must  Rve  and  how  to  livet 
Th|B  reflo^if^,  th^t  follpwed  this  inquuj,  arrayed  before  f&itk 
the  small  operations  of  his  littte  force  of  haif-a^bzeh  negroes 
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£ii  tbe  nee  fields,  under  the  doubtM  mattagement  of  Sergeant 
IKlftioiise.  Tme,  the  sergeant  boasted  of  his  nierits  lis  a  rice 
planter,  but  was  it  so  sore'tJiat  he  knew  anything  bf  tte  mattert 
True,  rice  was  the  most  profitable  crop  theii  made  hi  the  country, 
but  how  mucb  rice,  even  supposing  the  Imst  mana^ment,  and 
the  most  favoring  seasons,  could  be  rABA^hy  IdH  half-^OBish 
negi^oes? 

But  ^eh  ddneup  the  last  sag^sti^n  ti  ^h^  sanguine  MilU 
house.  There  ^uras  the  widow  Evelei^i  The  widow  %as  a 
Woman  of  gbbdij  fbmi,  of  gracious  mannercr,  of  ink  aiid  *iiide- 
pendeni  estates.  The  widoV  had  experience*  his  ftSendl^  ser- 
Tices ;  she  had  tvitness^  his  ralor  in  heVcatiSe ;  tte^hiid  perilM 
fife  in  her  defence;  he  had,  in'tfl  ptt)babiHt^,  saved  he^elf 
fron^  brtitlAlrty,  and  hef  son  firom  detttb.  These  w^nre  ertiinent 
cperfic^s.  She  evidently  felt  tibem.'  Why  sh^iul^  'he  'iiot  aspire 
to  the  widow  f  Was  he  not  i  man  of  perdon,  pertly,  of  com- 
mandihg  figure;  df  go6d  featiir^,  and  ^foile  ytmAg  eMttgh  ibr 
ber.  .Th<6  dtptabi^  sthAiM  hii  6hftr  y^tli  a  MfUle  <6r  iMisfiicti^ 
ks'he  reasoned  thtxs.  Bnt,' just  th^n,  ocidnr^  to  him  the  senie^ 
what  ffijBpariging  r^fiiBction  ^f  Iftie  'set^geant  ^ipon  \M  le^.  H« 
looked  dbwuiat  the  menibeM,  wfai^h  ^refhtis  assumed  t(^  b0 
fanpedbifent^  1i6  ^gresi,  in  &tBCt  convict  with' thei^  d^signe^d 
iise4  Surely,  they  ar^not  06  sletider-^they  are  not  shrunken 
at  d;  their  dimenlfi6iis  ar^  as  great  as  erer.  Il^is ^y 4n  con* 
thtst  with,  ihe  thouhtainous  abdomen;  tlifat  they  4ppear  inferioi^. 
It  tms  wiiSi  some'  feeHng  of'teproa^  and  impatieitce  that  o«r 
eatltaiii  fbf bd  bl^'e^HMTonthe  ttii^aturally  4ii«ettde«i  meioAer. 
By  wfiat' JaiA]^6"iof  ^ti  wil  ft  ffe^t It  hM  so  gMatl^  grcivii  «l 
the  expense  of  all  the  reiift  f  BfA  h^  WAS  kept'frott  ^wuteWng 
outright  n^ith  the  one  region,  by  i  t&nriy  reColleetloii>  of  the 
fttmdus  allegory  of  l^enenius'  Agrippa. 

**Nol  nor  quoth  he  to  hhnself.  "Thfe  will  nev«f  do.  £ 
could  wish  my  storehouse  differently  shaped  and  ^Md,  if  only 
for  compactness  and  more  easy  carriage ;  but  it  "has  done  good 
service  in  Its  time,  and  it  fo  my  own  fanh  if  I  have  used  it  a 
fittle  t?o  mudi,  and  the 'other  members  tench  too  little.  Had  I 
worked  flieite  mom,  and  it  liesa— ^Ira^  I  Metered  tl(6m  less  ft> 
bdte'A^  eato,I  sliotdd  now  have  ndthing^  compiniii  M;  eAUier 
ttt  tes|wet  to  th^  deficiency  or  its  excess.    It  ha»  dislributM 
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tm  libei^y  as  it  could,  aocoriing  to  my  allowanca ;  and  thej 
aecoi^^ing*  ^  Agiippa,  have  received  '  the  flower  ef  all,'  loaTin^ 
to  Uie  be^y  the  hraa  oiilj.  Certainly,  it  is  a  monstrons  nece&- 
aity  that  I  should  be  compelled  thus  to  cany  with  me  suph  a 
bag  of  braxL  But  what  is  to  be  donel  It  is  an  inheritance 
which  one  m^y  not  i^xtgi^e  ^  a  s^ore^-house  of  which  no  sheriff 
can  deprive  the  possessor.  This,  at  least,  is  a  perfect  right  and 
indi^feasible !"  a^  ^  laid  his  hands  rfi,tber  aSectioni^y  on  the 
jregyon  wdev  descriptioiL 

**  At  least  I"  he  eoi^tinmad,  **  thex»  iainothing  iffsignifi<;»nt  aboitf 
it.  It  m^  noK  he  e^mfii^  tp  t^Q  ^ye>  bnt  pt^body  cw  cegffid  it 
as  eontempti^..  It  is  nic^  9i4cf}iM^d  to  ad^iit  of  the  o^iiiibitien 
#f  grace ;  hot  irhait  gi^tleiifi^ui  is  awbijljlous  of  this  rei^w^  of  a 
dancmg-mMtev,  8^11,  it  is  something  on  parade.  Nohodyj^nda 
lanlt  witti  9ieh|i|iahdo|i9en  in  a  genen^*  It  embarr^ssea  no 
man  whose  position  reqjoire^  that  he  should  piove  w^h  dignity 
It  guaiwatles  the  eoiwage  of  the  prppiiei/pirr  si^ice.  o^a  is  scaiicely 
afH  l«  nm  in  ht^e,  ^^fith  a«ch  e^ten^e  stores  to  cfifiy  with 
him.  No  I  no !  eevgemU,  yn^n  i|him  not  persunde  wi^  out  of  the 
£iith  that  i^y  paste  ave  «t  aU  ip  th^  way  of  my  person.  Bi^t 
you  may  fmmsA^  ne^  tl^  effort  to  pii^ie  them  propecly  ia  the 
*way  of  othev  people.  7hJUL  wid/aif  is  a  noUe  cgeatme-r- piecing 
to  the  eye;  amiabLs^I  Iwow;  w;ett  9^9  in  respeot  of  foi|tuu^ 
She  o^n  redeem  my  acres.  She  Cicm  put  me  on  my  legs  again, 
bowei^r  heavy  my  inemnbraa/oe.  And  why  should  .^e  not  do 
ae  1  She  is  yooi^  6Qougi»  sliU  for  tastes  and  «ei^bilitjea,  for 
whkh  metre  weiJ|J»  pm  m^Wf  ^office.  Bim-  hei^  tapit^.  of  iSMta* 
mony,ipd  doA%notiqiHntot  b^^iplNl^  fin^m^taite;  We 
HMMt  thiak  moii9  c^ofely  pf  thifi'mAttec" 

He  Imd  hitnsetf  bi^  upon  hi^  saddlei  and>  mnMd  awhile; 
rose  agun,  and  sittmg,  pushed' up  the  l^rand^  <^A  ^^  ^ 
blanket  orer  hie  legp^  His  meditations  were  now  upon  topics 
and  detmla  move  imwedi»tely  prefsing^ 

<<  To-morcQW,  we  wiU  bm^  these  sooundi^elst  It  will  take  nt 
tiU  afternoon.  We  can  do  Uttle  more  that  day.  The  9ei;t  I  ap 
lo  dine  with  the  Widow.  Humph  I  After  that  I  muet  set  off 
for  the  mt^.  We  must  h^re  plenghe  a^  Imefr  a]?4  ^  )u)ll4riid 
othto  thii^  kx  die  plimtatjon,  Millhonee  v^nat  be  pacified* 
The  negfoee  #el  to  wevk-    We  most  wovk,  that  is  dear^^iOQgfa 
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Hie  ^ktM  irtQps  into  tbe  hftrve««ifig.  Wagom/  ploiiglit,  h%e% 
tdces, top^ ftirbitHre — ImiMtltttve:  By^tipHaH  IiiDfrWMflv^A 
to  die  in  a  featlieisbi^d,  #  I  van.  Foid»d-^%e  met  kAr%  same 
bacon^  tlie  tie^roes.  I  mui^  bave  some  irine  ftrbrf8elf»  sad 
tot  a  guest,  anA  nun  for  tibe  sergeant.    Kitdiefi  fttmhore — " 

And  lie  ennmeyated  a  score  of  ofber  oomn^ditiea. 

''  Bat,  Ae  d-^1 !  How  for  the  crecBt  I  I  m«st  coansel  on  dbe 
subject  Willi  the  wi^w.  A  iv^oiman  is  4ievor  more  tatCeted  hf 
a  man  l9um  when  he  s^dts  hoir  adViee.  Sins^iisiitiQjr  |^ves  K«4i 
more  fhaBl  he  haargninfr  f<Mr,  b«rtiihe  not  unfre^fiienilp  giiM  hei^ 
«elf  into  liie  b^drg^  r 

The  toeditatfons  of  Foirgy,  nfi^tefl  m'  libejr  we»e,  oaitM  him 
latoinW'dHftiiight  When  et^  ttfaag  wsa^^  al^Ottt  Ae  pMmi^ 
Ms  he  19^  WakeNL  As  « "thought  worid  oeeiir  to  Mm  with  anf 
force,  he  would  rise,  fling  a  fresh  brand  iitto  iAie  fire,  and  sit  up 
watching  the  blaze ;  lie  ^(oNm  kg^t  fbt  a^fle,  -only  to  start  np 
once  more  to  meditation.  But  nature  asserted  h<^  necessitled  at 
last,  and  his  nostrils  soon  furnished  audible  eeho  to  those  sounds 
wMdi  lie  had  heard  at  intervals  issuing  from  theJ  neighboring 
haH,  and,  as  he  assumed,  from  the  proboscis  ef  4be  sergeant. 
Deep  thus  continued  for^  season  to  call  'unto  deep,  without 
either  paying  much  heed  to  their  mutual  TOSpoiises.  Once,  it  is 
true^  a  more  than  or^naiy  eotj^osion  from  the  sergelanfs  pose, 
seemed  to  disqtiiet  ^e  sknttbidrs  of  tbe  cepiain. 

"  Zounds !"  quoth  he,  drowsing  again.  **  How  MffliouBe  does 
snore !  IHiat  an  infii'si^y  l^^pecdlalr,  I  ^lienns,  lonij  tb  the 
lower  orders.  Gentloioaen  net>or  sniot% !  Hisw  k  it  wi^  htdiet  1 
Wottdor  if  Ihe  wfdew  Evel^-— " 

And  Hie  eotijeteture  femteed  tmfcosoladed-;  a^d  the  mutoal 
nostrils  of  captun  and  sergeant  continued  to  respond  to  one 
another,  without  cauMng  injr  annoyance  to  eltber  party.  But 
they  were  both  destined  to  be  aroused  by  an  explosion  of  rery 
different  diaracter.  They  had  slept  some  houw,  soundly,  as 
was  nAtural  to  men  who  had  gone  through  such  a  day's  woik  as 
liiat  we  have  already  described.  It  wore  on  toward  moitting-^ 
was,  iitdeed,  but  a  short  hour  to  daybreak— when  Porgy  started 
np  with  a  rin^g  and  a  rushing  souifd,  seemingiy  immediately 
at  hk  ews.  MlHhoutfe  vmA  awidiened  at  the  same  momeitt 
Vbey  iiMtt^  ht^  upon  th^  feet  i*  a*  histaiit.    But  they  weve 
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ia  the  diurk.  The  fire  had  biAmed  dQwn  b  botii  ap«rti99Bl)ap  and 
IliUhMiBeF^  ptnmhliDg  in  coolQ^iaIl  j>Ter  l^e^^s  an^  hqx^,  not 
knowing  m  which  waj  to  turn,  or  whence  cane  the  sonnda  c^ 
alarm  whieh  wereatUl  ringiog;  in  hisiears..  Tbe<^4>t«^.w^ 
ened  to  inHant  eonlsckHisneBS  of  his  ,^^i^LtJ9^*  .  It  was  a  pistol 
shot  he  had  heard  the  moment  aft^  h^  was  awakened*  He 
detected  a*  rush  in  the  pia^iisa,  and  fancied,  he  could  hear  at^  the 
distant  trampUngs  of  a.  hoirse.  Sf^  pould  ahphear  the  Boft  dull 
lialteiing  of  .tibeiiaii^ upon  tha i^oof^of  the  .]giw^,  T^^re  was 
evidently  an  aWnw  Qis  holsters  w^rO:  paaght.jq)^  <^d  the 
pistols  detached  in  an  instant.  In  another.hejvaa/jdelji^hia 
way  into  the  hall,  wWther  hi^  Biade  his  way,  wJtJ¥?niii<fmy  diffi- 
4nlty»  the  whole,  regiwi  heiog  Jfiiia^ar.tQ.his  ohi|dhf^  ^Suft> 
denly  he  «»co«ntered  ICiUhonae.  They  gnpf^^d,.ou|e  Anoth^ 
with  a  mutnal;  instinct* 

«  Speak !"  cried  Porgy,  "  or  I  shoot" 

"Ifl'tyoiii  wppfa,  isit?"  ,    . 

'<  What's  the  «4aUer«  Wilbfme:V* . 

■*Dogs!  I  don't  know!  I  je9t  heard  bang!  bang!  apda 
shouting,  and  a  noise  of  feet>  and  started  up  to  make;  my  way 

out,  and  heeled  OFCr  one  of  these  d ^d  kags !    I've  spilt  some 

blood  in  the  afiak,  though  it's  only  frpm  my  nose." 

"  A  part  that  may  wejl  spai^  it,"  repUed  Porgy,  not  willing 
to  forego  his  jest  at  m^  season.    '*  But,  where's  Lance  }'* 

«Iha'ftt(*eedhim." 

"Then it  was  bib  {)i0M;.  That  feUow.^ever  fileeps.  3tayl 
that  ¥riiidbw  is  opeot  on  thA  pia^ssa.  ,  I  see^ .  Be»  ha^  jfini^ed  o^t 
there.  Let  me  find  the  door.  We  must  see  afjter- hiqi^.  He'aM 
•entiael  among  a  tS^oHsand.  .Those  d  ■  ■  d  i^egro^  hfiyen't 
heard  a  word  of  the  matter." 

"  Hatn't  turned  over  for  a  seeond  nap,  I  reckon." 

*^  Strike  a  light,  MiUhouse  I  Here's  the  fireplace,  you  know 
where  you  put  the  flint  and  tinder.    I've  got  the  door."; 

Saying  these  words,  Porgy  unfastened  the  door  and  stepped 
out  i)ito  the  piaaza.  All  was  still  for  a  few  mome^nts.  Q^^  oould 
see  nothing.  The  night  was  dismally  dark.  The  rain  fell  in  & 
fiettled  shoiver.  The  wind  sighed  a^  ajdistance  very  ii;^oiam|u]Jy. 
pQi^gy  waiMd  mtsilenco.  Aa  the  hght  kmdlei^  withu9;,.he  ^w 
'ihe  (W  to»  Ihat  4t  mighA  oSei^oo  ^id .  to  a  j;a^|idom  h^t,    H« 
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ftiboj  tttis,  le^nning,  m  hig  cbfy  1iiilf>dt^sed  conSitidn,  ta  shiv- 
er with  the  chilling  night  wind,  when  he  imkVd'  «  Sk»tstep  upon 
some  tJecaying  T)ra^ch(M  <^  the  eeetth  beltw. 

''Whd^esthereT'^ 

"  Lance  f**  w?i^  the  i^y,  aild  th^ymiiiglletrtenteiftprabg^mp 
the  steps,  covered  ifrlHh  nrad.  aridf  ^^king"  with  wftt^^  with  a  pis- 
tol in  each  hrand-.  ' 

"  What  the  9— IVthe  stfr,  Liffiree  r 

The  youtVff  fftSiy  WM  stxm  told.  Be  'Wbb  awiakened  bj  a 
iramplii^g  and 'deeming  confti^oii  among  the'hi»ffBe»  belorw.  He 
'fiste^ed,  and,  as  the  stir  contthned^  he  roseyfovmfl  his-fngboh,  and 
was  preparing  to  step  out  quietly,  when  he  distinctly  heard  tUe 
ftee  mbveiitients^  of  a-sii^gle  ste^,  wl if  guided  nnitid  thehtfuse. 
fie  fmm^diatiely  dksBi^  Open  the  shtittidr  ci^th^  uMbw  under 
which  he  liyV  jumped  out  in!^  the  piaiii^  and  chaBenged.  lA- 
'atead'of  ah  answer,  tfie  %orse  i^*^  put  into  In^tismt  motion  down 
tfie  ^ehtfe/  He'firtfd  twiie;  ak  rigftidwh;  at  <he  cfcject  itiwcii  iw 
'ftmcied  he'cbiilcl  see,  hiilf  he  Supposed 'iiHA<mt  «IBM^ti  « HvJthen 
darlled  do^  th()' ^ep^;  atad  doum  the  avenii^  ?fbF  i'  bimdnd 
yards,  but'wfthbutre^U.  The  tiigtiive,  whoever  be  was,  had 
succeeded  in  making  bis  escape. 

Of  the  mischief  done,  !f  any,  nodilng  as  yet  was  knoiwn.  To 
this  inquS^  all  patd^s  now  addresseld  themselveiy.  Porgy  hur- 
ried on  his  clothes.  Millhouse,  penetratitfg  the  shed^^rbom  where 
■  Torn^  tfie  <iook,  ahd  Pomp,  the  fiddler,  were  do&ig  any  qaantity 
of  sleep,  endeavored  to  arouse  them  both  at  the  same  moment, 
hy  punching  them,  as  they  lay  side  by  side,  with  his  sheathed 
sabre  in  his' one  hand,  and  with*  the  stntap  of  his  remaining  arm. 
H&  swotd  stirred  Ptrmp  into  consckmsness,  while  the  stuinp  of 
arm,  presshig  closcfy  against  Tom%  6h(9ek,  was  instbietively 
seized,  by  the  sleeve,  between  the  teeth  of  the  negro,  and  he)d 
with  a  growl,  which  made  the  sergeant  a  little  dotibtful  of  his 
eondition«  .  •  ;  »  .   ,     ... 

'  ^irhy.'Tcttri,"  'Mi  he,  "^ott'r6>  wdl^it,-'ahd  'do^bit  /too,  I 
'rccW)nf;3ed^n^'l6^  the  soft^of  leerti  you  eatty^-^b^i;  let  loose, 
oTd  fdlI<^,*o^'PU  be  dt&lHh^  ytivtt  teeib  «iiliHdi  a  hididipike." 

•Who^d^tr  qubth'Tdm.  ■.     , 

"Git  up;  yoti  varmint,  and  Bfaakid  yourself.^     :  • 

^'  Ckntkh  f  1  never  guine  jgit  mf  sle^p  !'• 
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**  £U6ep  i  TonVe  bad  einrng^  for  a  month.  Tom  sle^[^  lik^ 
a  bear  in  ooU  weaUier." 

'^  Dis  dah  cold  wedder  'n^of^  for  niggeTf  £f  I  bin  bear,  Haas 
Millh'as,  I  nebber  been  let  yon  go  so  easy. .  Wba'  de  a^ajtter 
now  f  Wba^  for  you  ao  let  poor  sodger  nigger  bab  he  ketle 
deeps  widotti  'tir  'em  up  irid  stump  aqd  svo^e  V 

"  Why,  we're  robbed  and  killed  here,  you  sknnJk^  we've  bad 
a  fight  with  the  tories,  and  ti^ey'Te  fcalped  Lance,  and  shot  the 
ca^in  in  tiii«e  places,  his  head,  his.  belQr,  and  his  witajs." 

''Lord  la'  nassyt  Shoot  manssa  jes'  as  be.git  to  he  own 
home  at  last  I  nerer  b'lieb,  ebon  ef  I  ^ee  em«  Ho !  manssa, 
I  say,  in  dec' !" 

And,  touting  aa  he  went,  followed  by  Ponq;»,  Tom,  the  cook» 
now  thoroajg^ly  awakened,  hnrtied  to  j<Hn  the  group  within  the 
hall.  TordlMOi  weve  kindledt  and  all  armed,  die  party  sallied 
ont,  having'  divided,  on0  portion  taking  th^e  front,  the  cNl^er  the 
rear  ostlet*  Tlie  kouse  was  wded,  the  ^ayen^e  eitplored  •  borse- 
traeksn^ere  found  g«ing  fordid  fifeshljt  ijiade  in  the  mud ;  and  an 
eauunination  of  the  horses  showed  one  of  them  to  be  missing* 

**  'Tis  de  raw  bone  Uaek»  Pomp*  De  sai^e  saipt  of  boss  I  bin 
see  dat  d — ^n  Bossick  ride." 

The  proteeding  was  a  saAoiently  daring  one. 

*'  The  squatietf,  Bostwiek  1"  queried  Poi^,  looking  to  Tom. 

'^Dahinift  mausSa,  sore  a#«  ^pn." 

"It  may  bet  WelH"  eompresvng  hw  lips.  ''He  may  ride 
one  horse  too  mtich  for  his.  own  comfort  yet" 

^  The  fold  of  an  acorn  1"  said  UiUhouse*  "  I  reckon  it  was  sar- 
tain  one  of  the  chaps  we  font  with  yesteiday,  whether  you  call 
him  Bossick  or  what  And  a  mighty  sas^  fellow  1  Why,  cap- 
pin,  fiieh  a  thing  kaidly  ever  happened  to  us  in  all  the  cam- 
paigns." 

"No,  iudeOdl" 

"  It  is  a  shame  and  a  disgrace  to  us  as  sodgers." 

**Ym  £$tft[et  (jbat  the  wa«  ia  o^r  and  we  had  -po  reefon  to 
expect  atta4k<  Bnt  it's  no  use  talking;.  Well  it's  |na  wonsa. 
Ha  fOgbt  baifle  taken  /ill  bu«  for  X#nc^.  MiUbou9e,;yen  sleep 
like  a  tomb-stone,  and  snore  like  thepeven  sleepers.  Hiere's 
no  more  sleep  for  any  of  us  to-uight  It  must  be  near  day 
Tom,  turn  in  and  have  us  some  coffee.    Ijuice,  send  off  the  fel- 
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low  to  the  widow  Eveleigh's  for  the  «pade9  and  hoes.  TeU 
him  to  go  to  the  overseer's  house,  and  he  careful  not  to  ^tur^ 
the  lady.  Sergeant,  will  you  take  fk  lit^e  rum  now,  or  wait  for 
the  coffee  V     . 

"  Well,  cappm,  jest  to  be  a-dpipg^  1*11  do  both." 
"  You  were  bom  to  be  a  soldier*,  sergeant,'*  repli^  ^Vgy 
quieUy,  as  he  motioned  to  the  liquor  before  him.  Pomp  vas 
idready  at  hand  with  a  gourd  of  water.  But  HiUhoupe'  drank 
alone.  Porgy  had.  already  tunjed  to.  h^  i^fu4  resoui^ce,  and 
was  crowding  fresh  tobacco  into  his  pip^«  J)j^  dawned  withm 
the  hour,  but  very  gloomily,  and  the  rain,  thqiigh  slaclqBned,  stiP 
continued. 
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ftlBT9ftM  TO  THE  #ltoO  OF  BaTTtA      . 

TnK  ity^  aa  yrtia  expected,  op^ed  ip  gloom*  T}ie  s^n  ma^l^ 
no  showings  ^wit  morning.  The  dfi^  werp  enveloped  m  wr 
broken  cloud  and  vapory  reBeyed  impprfectjly  by  a  consfant/aU 
of  rain^  which  waa  of  ikat  copl^  meaau^^d^  delib^te.sort,  which 
indiG^4eis  unfailipg  resource^  and  a  q^i^^  determ^^a^n  to  hffT# 
its  onvn  way.  Our  captain  of  par^n«  >iralked:  out  in^o,  tkie 
piaa9a»£rpnt  fmd  rear^  without  apysen^^  of  .relief  Jfron^  either 
%Qa9ter.  T^e  ayenn^in  froi^t  exhibited  a,  dr^ry  a^ect  m  spiti^ 
of  the  &ct  tjifit  it  waa  compo9ed  mostly  of  eveigroan^,  T^ 
great  oak/i»  gi^^wm  tqgether  apd  arching  jtbove  the  ira^^,,  ea^ 
wose  its  heavy  streamers  of  gi:aj  ^9^*.  wbjph  ^drooped  4n?u»st  tp 
4he  earth  ^b  the  great  water-drops,  li^  the  old-^biof^ed  p^ 
t9]i»a  frf.^nteiv  his  J^ig  beard  cr^s^d  with  iciiules, ,  .ya^jff  tj^^lii 
on  9aib,^  bafd,  ^ifceW  aM  ^hojly  upmrt%i^d^a^4pAiV!V^)y 
tathe^bie9iJaef»9^.thepQej[^e.,  JTog  au4  pl^d^^y;jRff:,a«^praiiv 
were  Bpresepti^vefy where,  a»d  n^ad^^  ev^^^S  «P  glppmy  b> 
tbbe.  ayea/>£ ,tfie  i^ectator  aa  it  w^  to;  his,  thoiji^ts,  Those  old 
iieldai^ahould  he,  eyec  ^ain  see  them  smiling  in  cprn  f  Tlia  b^ 
bouse,  whose  timbers  groaned  beneath  his  tread,  how  long  shoji^ 
he  enjoy  its  shelter  ?     Should  he  ,eyer,  with  any  feeling  of-secu^ 
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rity,  bdbold  it  gay  with  the  joyous  faces  of  his  frieuds  t  Was 
not  all  the  life-prospect  before  his  mind  as  sombre  and  cheerless 
Bs  fhat  before  his  eyes?  While  he  mused  thus,  perhaps  with  a 
wholesome  bitterness  having  in  it  no  small  degree  of  belf-re- 
proach,  he  was  joinea  oy  MSlhouse. 

''These  old  fields,  cappin,"  said  the  latter,  extending  the 

simnp  of  his  arm,  as  he  spoke,  to  the  indicated  quarter,  "  these 

old  fields  will  be  sure  to  bring  fine  colli ;  they  are  all  matted 

fith  weeds,  and  have  been  lying  out  so  long.    I  reckon  you 

V^t  ricollect  when  they  were  planted  last  ?" 

'":^'ot  I!"  was  the  answer. 

"  But  you  hev'  seen  'em  a-growing,  cappin  I" 

**  I  suppose  so ;  I  can  now  see  that  they  have  been  planted, 
and  I  suppose  in  my  time ;  but  really,  my  good  sergeant,  to  say 
that  I  saw  them  in  a  crop,  or  ever  saw  the  crop,  oi  any  kind, 
when  I  was  prof^spe^ly  9  plavitfuv  wonli  he  something  of  a 
rashness  on  my  part  Pray  believe  that  I  was  a  very  foolish, 
profligate  persea,  who,  in  ceaiiiug  to  be  yo«aigi  did  not  cease  to 
be  foolish,  and  continued  his  absurd  vanities  and  excesses  to  the 
last  And  I  am  telling  you  now,  Hillhouse,  wfiAt  has  been  but 
too  commonly  the  case  among  our  young  men  of  fortune  of  niy 
day.  There  were  some  exceptions,  it  is  true ;  but  the  ctirse  of 
my  generation  was  that  our  fathers  lived  too  weU,  were  too  rap- 
Idly  prosjperous,  and  though  they  did  not  neglect  the  exertnse 
of  a  proper  industry  in  themselves,  they  either  did  not  know 
.  how  to  teach  h  to  thdr  children,  or  presumed  on  the  absence  of 
/  any  neces^ty  diat  Aey  should  learn.  We  were  to  be  affluent 
fai  what  they  should  leave  ns — enough,  hi  Chid's  naine,  if  we 
could  keep  It — but  it  is  very  sure  thai  the  best  way  t6  teadi 
one  to  value  and  to  keep  what  he  gets,  is  just  to  lleac^'hhn  how 
to  get  it  himself.  He  who  has  not  learned  the  one  lesson  wffl 
Ml  in  the  other,  and  is  apt  tb  waste  what  he  did  not  wt)tk  for. 
And  now,  my  good  fellow,  don't  say  another  word  to  me  sibout 
ihe  craips  In  piut  seaisons.  I  have  f<eally  no  unA  to  e6nfeM  my 
ting  and  foOtes  to  man  as  well  as  to  myself  and  God.  Turti  in. 
If  you  are  so  disposed,  and  make  your  crops ;  you  say  you  know 
kow,  and  t  lun  willing  to  beBeve  you.  I  wQl  assist  yott  when  t 
«m '' 

**  Bat  don't  you  meddle,  cappin.' 
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"  OK  no !  70U  shall  have  fiill  swing  for  a  season,  at  lea^t,  and 
I  will  second  yoq — I  will  be  your  sergeant  only.  You  shall 
have  a  £ur  shure  of  the  spoils  at  harvest-timey  and  we'll  continue 
to  live  as  decently  as  possible  in  the  meanwhile^.  And  that 
reminds  me  that  it  is  time  for  breakfast.  That  r^iscal,  Tom, 
^canse  we  broke  his  slumbers  so  suddenly  tbb  morning  will  be 
qut  of  humor  all  day.    I^et's  see  to  him." 

Millhouse  was  not  quite  satisfied  to  have  his  mouth  shut  so 
summarily  by  the  frank  coniession  of  the  faults  and  follies  on 
the  part  of  his  saperior.  He  was  not  content  that  a  general 
confessioi]!,  however  sweeping,  should  anticipate  the  details,  one 
by  one>  of  Porgy 's  shorf^-K^mings.  He  had  a  sort  of  inquisitorial 
faculty  for  dragging  out  the  truth,  inch  by  inch,  slowly  from  the 
criminal,  so  that  he  should  not  escape  a  single  pang  which  wai| 
proper  to  his  case ;  and  his  deliberate  purpose  had  been  to  take 
the  captain  over  his  territories,  field  by  field,  and  extort  from 
him  at  each  soipe  admission  of  £adt  or  ignorance.  It  was  with 
a  growl  that  hf  yielded  to  the  very  decided  manner  of  hb  supe- 
rior which  at  once  closed  the  door  against  farther  «  question." 

The  day,  opened  as  we  have  seen  with  bustle  and  confusion, 
was  destined  to  bo  a  busy  one.  BreakfiEist  was  sullenly  pre- 
pared by  Tom,  with  whom  the  whole  world  had  seemed  to  go 
wrong  from  the  moment  when  the  stump  of  MillhoilBe's  arm  that 
morning  had  made  so  free  with  his  sensibilities;  and  Pomp, 
stupid  rather  tbi^i  savage,  was  serving  it  up  to  our  partisans,  aa 
he  bad  done  the  supper  the  .night  b^ore,  when  Fordham,  the 
qverseer,  auddeidy  cantered  up  to  the  ho^se.  He  had  brought 
with  him  the  negro  who  had  gone  for  hoes  and  shovels,  with 
some  three  or  four  others,  similarly  provided,  for  the  purpose  of 
assistii^  in  the  burial  of  the  outlaws.  This  was  duo  to  the 
timely  suggestion  of  the  Widow  Eveleigh,  who,  the  night,  bo 
fore,  had  given  the  overseer  his  instructions,  and  w)io  had 
expressed  herself  particularly  anxious  for  the  recovery  of  a  cer- 
taui  mahpgai^  box,  which  she  urgently  counselled  him  to  look 
for  in  all  the  places  in  which  the  outiaws  had  been  seen  to  bar- 
bor  during  the  day  of  her  adventure.  She  did  not  tell  him  of 
the  contents  of  the  box,  and  had  been  silent,  so  far  as  he  was 
eoncemed,  in  respect  to  the  paper  which  contained  the  memo* 
randa  of  M'Kewn,  and  the  signature  of  that  amiable  philanthro- 
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pigt.  Forcfhatn,  accot-dhigty,  Bimpljr  stated  thiit  a  tnabo^iy 
box  was  ihissing  containing  fifty  guineas ;  and  yire  may  mention 
in  this  plac^  'that  Porgy,  his  ftllowers,  and  ttie  negroes  gene* 
rally,  all  busied  themselves  in  its  search  widi  as  much  anxiety 
as  if  the  property  had  been  their  own.  But  the  lri)Ot  was  una- 
vailing, and  the  search  was  finally  ^ven  up  as  hopeless,  after  a* 
persevering  scrutiny  in  swamp  and  thicket,  hiding*plaee  and 
hollow,  wherever  it  seemed  possible  or  plausible  to  think  that 
the  outlaws  had  penetrated.    But  to  return. 

Fordham  was  invited  to  share  tbe  breakfttst,  whieh  he  did 
with  right  good-will.     He  was  now  told  of  the  alarm  which  ihe 
party  had  had,  and  the  loss  which  they  had  suffered,  of  one  of 
the  captured  horses. 
•  "Which  one,  capping"  demanded  Fordhant 

"  A  raw-bone  black;" 

^Ahr  . 

*'  Da  Bossick  boss,  Mass  Fordham,*'  quoth  Tom,  puttmg  in 
confidently.  *♦  Pomp  say  he  know  de  boss,  and  John  8)4be0ier 
bin  tell  me  do  same  fing.*' 

**  He  look  Bke  hoss  I  bin  see  Bossick  ride  one  tame.^ 

"  But  you  ain't  sartin,  Pomp  V*  asked  Fordham. 

"  He  bin  ride  raw-bone  black,  one  time." 

«•  It  may  be,"  said  Fordham.  "  Bostwick  is  not  too  good  for 
any  villany ;  and  we  have  good  reason  to  think  it  waa  by  hit 
means  that  your  niggers  and  Mrs.  Sveleigh's  was  earned  off  to 
the  British.  We  dont  Imow  for  saortinr  but  Ws  mighty  like. 
Now,  I  have  h^am  of  Bostwick  riding  a  raw^hone  bhtek,  but  I 
don't  know  that  I  ever  seed  Inm  on  the  critter  in  my  life.  He's 
a  mighty  cute  fellow  that  herver  lets  you  git  too  near  to  him. 
I'm  pretty  sure  he  headed  them  rascals  yesterday,  yet  I  never 
seed  one  tnan  more  than  another  that  I  could  lay  finger  on  for 
him  and  he  sai-t'in.  Yet  I  could  almost  swear  a  Bible  oatii  that 
he  was  one  of  them,  and  one  of  the  worst.  There  was  one  oa 
them  that  called  Jenny,  the  nigger  gal,  by  the  right  name ;  and 
I  reckon  he  was  the  one.  He  know'd  bet  well,  and  let  the 
word  sHp  ^awar*8." 

"Does  not  the  fellow  live  somewhere  in  this  n^ghborhoed 
stint"  demanded  Porgy. 

-  WeH  ihitr*g  ttd  telHng  if  he  lives  anyWhar.    flfe'*  never  te 
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be  seen  in  these  pai^  I  hav^iil  hetLti  of  liim  for  k  year,  posi- 
tire,  ^m  anybodj  that  could  sw'ar  they  seed  him.  He^£^  got 
his  family  on  the  corner  of  Mrs.  Ev'leigh's  land,  and  not  far 
from  yonrs — ^jest  in  the  swamp^  and  not  a  half  a  mile  from  the 
river ;  bnt  I  reckon  he's  hardly  there  once  a  year.  The  family 
never  sees  mneh  of  him,  I'm  sartin.** 

"  Bat  that  b  one  of  hifi  qnaxfeitng  peaces.  We  mnst  roo^  'em 
ont,  Fordham ;  his  family  is  as  had  as  himself.  Has  hr  any 
sonst" 

"A  leede  boy,  only,  and  two  gals.  The  boy  is  just  creeping 
about.  The  two  gals  are  most  half  grown — one's  about  t^  mvc, 
I  reckon,  the  other  ten.  But,  Lord  love  you,  cappin,  therv  d  no 
rooting  these  people  out  It  would  be  the  cruellest  thinic  that 
you  could  do.  They  are  so  poor  and'  miserable,  and  so  humble, 
and  the  poor  wife's  so  sad  and  heart-broken,  and  onhappy,  and 
the  gal  children  is  so  sweet,  and  so  mighty  pretty,  prcticularly 
the  oldest,  who^s  a  bom  beauty,  jest  like  the  darter  of  some 
great  people.'  As  for  being  as  bad  a»  himself,  that's  not  so,  cap- 
pin,  axing  your  pardon.  They*re  good  people,  working  hard, 
night  and  day,  and  ^tting  none  of  the  benefit  of  all  that  Bost- 
wick  atrns  or  steals.  He's  hardly  ever  with  'em,  and  does  noth- 
ing  for  'em  when  he  comes,  onlesB  for  the  oldest  gal,  and  they 
tells  me  that  he  pets  her  a  leetle,  and  according  to  his  humors. 
It's  a  hard  case  for  them  that  they  have  to  do  with  sich  a  bom 
rascal ;  but  whafs  to  help  it  1  The  poor  wife  (^oi't  get  rid  of 
Aim  now;  and  tlie  poor  little  children — they  can  only  groan 
and  cry  together,  when  they're  by  themselves,  and  take  what 
the  marcy  of  Gk>d  sends  'em,  through  the  hands  of  their  neigh- 
bors. Ton  kain't  think  of  rooting  'em  out.  Mrs.  Evieigh  knows 
jest  as  well  as  anybody  what  Bostwick  is,  but  she  has  pity  on 
the  poor  wife  and  children.  She  gives  them  spinning  to  do,  and 
weaving,  and  the  oldest  darter  is  both  mighty  clever  to  work 
and  willing ;  and  it's  through  Mrs.  Ev'leigh  that  they  gits  on  at 
all :  but  for  her,  they'd  starve ;  she  feeds  'em,  and  physics  'em, 
and  clothes  *em ;  and  yit  that  black-hoarted  scamp,  Bostwick, 
has  been  about  the  worst  inimy  of  her  and  her  plantation,  dial 
she  ever  had  in  these  parts." 

*•  Well,  Fordham,  I'm  sworn  to  do  this  poor  woman  and  her 
chadren  a  greater  charity  than  ever  Mrs.  Ereleigh  has  dene — ** 
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**  Ah !  you  kam't  do  that  eiuoly,  cappn/' 

"IwiUr 

"What's  that!" 

**  I've  sworn  by  Acheron  and  Styx,  to  see  Bostwick  linng  to 
tlie  first  g<^d  swingmg  limb  within,  half  an  hour  after  I  lay  eyes 
upon  him." 

'*  Anil  may  Qoit  in  his  marcy,  grant  you  the  strength  and  the 
chance,  cappin,  to  keep  ytmr  oath !  That  would  be  a  great 
charity  I'm  consenting,  to  the  poor  woman  and  the  little  chicks ; 
and  I'm  willing  to  take  a  hand  in  it,  whenever  you  are  ready  to 
tree  the  critter.  £f  she  was  free  of  him,  she  would  do  better, 
lor  he  brings  Iiqr  no  help,  and  Pm  a<thinking  takes  away  from 
bor  all  she  can  aim.  Besides,  people's  afear'd  to  hire  her  at 
their  places,  for  fear  they*U  bring  him  about  'em.  £f  he  was 
dead  and  out  of  the  way,  she  would  be  a  thousand  times  better 
off.' 

**  We  must  pay  her  a  sudden  ^-isU  to-day — tiy  to  ascertain 
if  he  has  been  there  lately,  and  when.  He  would  hardly  visit 
the  Qeiglibor)iOi>d  without  seeing  them." 

*^  That's  as  it  happens,  and  seems  tdvisable.  He  wouldn't 
ivsk  a  hair  of  his  head  on  a  visit  to  them  at  any  tune,  though 
the  niggen  do  say  that  he  loves  the  oldest  gaL" 

*  Aud  slie's  a  beauty  !" 

*^  A  r«al  ftoi^^r  of  the  forest,  cappia." 

'^  Toor  thittg !    Why  don't  Mrs.  Eveleigh  take  her  home  f 

*^ She's  af^MtrM  of  the  fiither*^  coming  about  the  place;  be- 
tt^Wa.  the  mother  >k  ont  let  hex  leave  hex.  She  says  she's  her 
o«\)^  ciMaivwt,  am\  I  reckon  she  i&  She^s  a  r»al  tweet,  smart, 
aud  l^eauiiiVl  liltle  crtttor/' 

'"We'll  see  them  «^\ttuu^  back.  Ton  can  gxude  us,  Fordham, 
^n  \  j^XX^c  much  ^M:|^^t  iJl  the  i»ute$  in  this  quarter.   And  now, 

'' l^«  >*hMV  tW  need  for  yxm  to  gts  capptnt*  demanded 
^\^«^ihattl  ahd  Mdlheuwe  ia  the  «aae  breath.  "We  kin  buiy 
lh««e  l>WW4c^ia«>K  and  look  up  f«\r  the  bex  without  troubling 
j>'>^  <  a*i\  jx^  «^  the  min  keep$  ^^a.*" 

"  V  ^  ^Nt  the  ^min !  After  »k\skiag  fcr  sev^em  years  in  rain, 
Ai^^  (^Wdv  aU  «iMla  ^  Ih^^^Mtk  tv«  talk  t*  vie  sow  of  another 

%k(Mf  as  a  ih^  t«>  ika^k  ft\N«a.    Shad  i^  ny  good  feHows. 
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Pomp,  my  horse !  Besides,  how  do  I  know  but  ihni  you  may 
l^ve  cnstomers  in  the  surviving  robbers.  A  couple  of  stout 
jcdflcals,  in  ambush,  would  eksily  settle  twice  their  number,  for 
your  ne|;roe8  could  niever  be  relied  on.    Ho  f  Porop.r* 

"Wha'  mek'  you  holler,  maussat  Enty  you  .lee  de  boss 
ready  by  de  tree.  All  ready  but  you  swode'and  pistols,  find  yet 
ho  is.** 

Thus  Tom,  with  sword  and  holsters  on  his  arm,  expostitUted 
with  bis  master,  against  his  stentorian  utterance.  The  swoi€ 
was  ^tiiei^y  girded  a^out  the  waist  of  Pbrgy  by  Frampton,  while 
Tom  followed  with  the  holsters.  A  few  moments,  and  the  party 
moved  up  the  avenue,  all  mounted^  even  the  negtoes,  who  car- 
ried their  hoes  and  shovels .  across  their  thighs,  or  up  ih  air,  as 
the  Scythian  ^nd  Comanche  robber  dtrries  his  ^pear,  imdt  ^ent 
forth  better  pleased  with  the  idea  of  burying  their  dead^,  than 
'with  jthat  of  g<^ng  into  battle. 

Their  faither  progress  requires  no  detiuled  "report.  They 
reached  the  skirmishhig  ground  in  due  season,  and  reviewed  its 
aspects.  The  slain  outlaws  were  found  undisturbed  where  they 
.had  been  lef^,  and  were  buried  where  they  lay.  No  coffin  or 
shroud  enwrapped  the  forms  of  those  who  had  cast  themselves 
off  firom  social  sympatbief;  H^e^  in  th^  Ofrth,  some  three  feet 
deep,  beyond  the  reach  of  wolf  and  wildcat,  sufficed  to  hide  them 
out  of  sight'  And'tfais  wci^aHb  -  The  negroe»  heaved  up  the 
earth  in  mounds  above  them,  and  a  stake,  cut  from  the  woods, 
and  driven  down  at  the  held  of  ihe  grave,  indicated  to  the  way- 
farer the  place  of  human  sepulture,  in  llat  wild  spot,  and  remote 
from  settlement  or  church,  very  much  as  the  wayside  cross  in 
Spain  denotes  where  the  murdered  travellefhas  perislied.  This 
fluty. done,  aila  the  search  aftct  the  lost  ho*x'6f 'Mrs.  Eveleigh 
proving  ineffectual,  our  captain  of  partisans,  some  two  hours 
after  noon,  proposed  to  hb  pitrty  to  return.  All  assented  but 
Lance  S^ampton,  who  seemed  to  hesitate,  and,  by  his  manner, 
remirided  il^orgy  of  the  young  man's  dblig«ti<ms  elsciwhere. 

"  Ah !  Lance,  by  the  wiiy,"  s«id*  he,  ''ride  dvet  Atd-  see  Mrt. 
Oriffin  and  Ker  daughter.  It  is  btit  two  miles  and  'si  half  fr6m 
08  where  we  stand,  and  a  shorter  distance,  by  twice  that  num- 
ber, than  if  you  go  back  with  us,  and  then  proceed.  I^ou  cati 
return  at  night,  or  not,  as  you  think  proper.    Of  course,  wp 
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want  yoiif  it  you  oaa  be  ffciad,  and  w91  keep  tapper  for  yon  tip 
bedtime.  Oo,  mj  good  boy,  and  present  mj  best  respects  te 
the  good  widow.  Yon  renember,  I  sfend  the  day,  to-morrow^ 
at  Mrs.  EreleigVt^  aad  shall  wish  yon  to  accompany  me,  VMt 
hotise  will  go,  also,  while  Tom  keeps  watch  at  home.  The  next 
day»  or  soon  after,  I  shall,  probably,  be  compelled  to  set  ont  for 
the.  city  to  get  supplies.  There  now,  my  lad,  yon  have  aH  my 
plans  for  the  present,  and  can  make  yonr  own  arrangementa 
accordingly." 

"  Ef  yott  aret  riding  oiser  to  the  widow  Griffin's  now*  Kente^- 
ant,"  said  Fordham,  tumjing  to  the  youth,  "  be  so  good  #s  to  si^ 
to  hari  that  TU  send  the  peas  and  iqyons  [onions]  over  to  h^r 
Saturday  night-»that's  all" 

Aim!  l^anoe  Frampton  rode  o£f  alone. 

••And  now,  Fordban^,'*  said  PpBgy*  "lead  the  wfy  *o  the 
wigwam  of  the  squatter.  Let  us  see  his  family  at  aU  events, 
and  And  outi  if  we  oan»  whether  he  has  been  there  lately." 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

wviTwnnc,  "ran  «auATi%Et  anh  hm  FAiiav. 

If  in  Ibae  IImiU  we  skonM  return  to  the  recesses  ef  the  awamp 
w)hmi»  %i>  kA  the  e^iMUIiNr.  Bosiwkk,  19  to  his  seek  in  water. 
Kx^  ^^mhIMem^  «^M  Kaxe  appeared  oMie  kopdes — ne  situation 
iMW^lMMiiUkf  evpwtfltmug.  Itia^pechapatthecaaeoomaQBiIy, 
IWm  ^  keikiiwU  ciliihial  is  kakitiyJiy  an  watkaiikias  person 
i4m^  W>ii  «WiiM  iW  «H«r  ya\fidesssnsik  and  oertaitt  perib  of 
»|<^<K  AU(  l»  ^y^^MH  tke«Mffih>9a  afnui^  tke  wad  of  him  vbi 

^^t»M»Y^>e<^li^v4^<iska»>4ktaeg^iVf  ^fc«^ 

v4r  ^H#^  ^  1^  ta«Me  liriMk  Aal  IW  ket 

^»  ^TV  *fW^ff^M^N  ^IPf^^^  ^wm  ^(^WC*  Wl  wnHKVN^  VaHPV^^  VH  VBB  COWl 
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kin  riaow ;  they're  gcA  the  SMaej  and  the  goo^;  they're  gceiu| 
men  in  the  world  and  n6h ;  hot  I«— I've  got  nothing  but  the 
danger^  and  the.  cdd,  the  tfA  and  th«k  (Kq»osiare,  the  empty 
pockets,  and  the  swingiBg  limb !  £hBpty  poeket!  No !  not  bo 
bad  as  aU  that,  either.  The  widow  said  there  was  fifty  goineiMi 
'n  her  box." 

The  miserable  wretch  fcnmi  hisr  teaqporary  oonsoktion  in  this 
reflejctien^  His  eonriracles  had  mostly  pedahed.  He  bad  nearly 
shared  Aekfcte.  The  phmderere  wete  strf|q^.  They  who  went 
fotAi  to  sfcear,  tame  home  shorn.  Even  bift  horse  and  rifle  had 
dis^iqiettied  in  the  grasp  of  tbe  partisaas;  and  they  were  a 
class  ^t  people  with*  whom  kmg  enpttrieiMse  had  tao^^t  him  that 
it  was  very  daages^ns  to  nleddle.  But  the  recoUeetien  of  tiw 
widow's  strong  box  consoled  him  fer  4m  moment.  That  waf 
safe.  He  had  hiiUen  it  beyoasd  the  search  and  suspicion  evef 
of  his  comrades,  and  he  chuckled  to  himseU^  even  in  that  glooipj 
hour,  at  the  cleverness  with  whidh  he  b$d  succeeded  in  doing  so. 
fifty  gtuMaa  wUBc  in  that  box.  Fifi^  guineasl  He  began  to 
calculate  how  long  they  were  to  last,  according  to  the  life  of 
riot,  drinking,  and  ganimg,  wWoh  h#I  led«  He  made  no  appro 
priations  ofl  atiy  portion'  U  biff  fiimUy .  Thoy  had  no  anch  need 
as  himself.  Fifty  guineas  I  and  the  papers.  They,  too,  muet 
be  in  that  box ;  and  those  papers,  accoE^gi  to  the  inadvertent 
admisstona  of  M'Eewn,.  were  important  to  bis  safety. 

*"  Tho^d — ^  skmflint  r  BEuittered  Bostwick  to  himself.  ''  He 
sliall  pay  for  them  or  hang!  He  talks  of  me  hangings  and  to 
my  fiice,  jest  .as  ef  he  had  any  ijgbt  to  make  me  feci  <measy. 
But  we'll  see  whd  has  most  right  to  b«agi  We'll  see  who's  the 
rope  gyoro  to  fit  best.  The  mean,  dirty  «coundrol.  I  see  what 
he's  after;  but  I'll  put  a  spoke  in  that  wheel  will  upset  his 
oarrii^e,  ef  he  don't  walk  a  safe  track  with  me.  He's  got 
pitipeity.  He's  a  great  mmi  noikr-arday«.  He's  bought  a  plan- 
tadon  he»e  jest  abngside  the  mdow's,  an4  who  bat  he,  with  his 
i^gerb  aad  lands.  Ha!  welU  Iie's'play#d  af  mighty  strong 
hand  in  llm  game,  but  i^iehf  s  a.  if  rump  he  aint  got,  and  ain't 
grnne  to  gft  tiS  he  agrees 't<»  shave  the  stakes*  Let  him  tiy ! 
He  ilraa  quite  a^dever  chitp  att<Hig  thft  British.  Lord!  how 
th^  loved  one  another ;  and  he's  bow  to  be  quite  a  clever  cbtp 
among  thir  reb^  1    Well;  it's  for  me  to  say,  I  reckon,  how  muf h 
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love  is  to  be  lost  atween  'etn.    Ottiy  wait !    Ill  wait-^^jest  ta 
long  as  it  suits  me.    But  itort^  fbr  tlxe  box." 

And  threadnig  his  way  out  of  the*  swamp,  widi  tke  eue  of 
oiie  who  had  never  wiUked  on'fl-eer  or  firmer  grovnd,  he  pro 
eeeded  to  the  spot  hi  the  woods  above,  not  ar  hundred  yavdn 
from  the  place  where  the  widow^s  caniage  had  been  biougkt  to 
a  bait,  in  which  the  box  kAd  been  safely  hid  awij. 

He  ficmnd  it  even  Where  bid  i^yiight.  He  hold  it  hp  to  tbe  lighl 
of  fhe  stars.  It  was  fae^vy,  but  it  was  ]oc^d.  Thft  key  bad 
never  been  taken  from  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Evideigh*  Her 
buiich  still  remained  in  her  pocket.  She  had  not  heed  aewrphe^J 
but  would  have  been,  in  dl  probabflity,  b«t  for  ^e  mietpeetod 
defeat  of  the  enterprise  of  the  ootlawsl  -Sot  the.w«mt  o£  the 
key  suggested  no  difficulty  to  <mit  squatter*  At  ose  moment  he 
had  lifted  iip  the  box  fo  dMh  it  upon  a  stnmp^  the  short  iprociees 
being  always  the  most  gratefid  tci  the  mfBiuL  for  attaining  his 
6bject.    But  he  arrested  hims(il£ 

^'  The  gMneAs  ^l  uamek,  and  I  koun^  «ffi»rd>  to  J^so  the 
ugliest  6n  *em."  '  •         ■ 

He  felt  for  his  Icnife.    It  was  gone^^lost 

''Kever  mind  f"  h^  muttered,  ''I  kin  wait  'tiU  I  gift  to  BO^ 
ftachel.'* 

Haidhel — poor  Rachel ^--his  wtfel  He  tbovght  of  her  at  that 
moment,  not  as  one  whom  he  loved  or  cared  fok-,'bnt  aflih&tcta- 
ture  from  whom  lie  mfglit  find  servi<ie*«*-obtain  the  fanplement 
which  should  give  him  access  to  a  more  precious  treasure.  He 
Parted  off  with  the  box  under  his  arm.  His  siKiftness  of  foot 
seemed  uudimmished  by  the  day's  fatigue.  He  was  one  of  those 
sinewy,  l^n,  elastic,  beings  of  iron ^^ hardihood  and  eildftranee 
— who  seem  never  to  have  enjoyed  life,  yet  are  equal  to  all  its 
requisitions.  In  trainhig,  like  most  people  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion of  Hfe  m  the  same  region,  he  was  an  indjan-M-cbuld/ontFind 
a  horse  in  a  day's  joiMey,  And  never  appear  to  sofi^rfrom  thirst 
"or  hunger.  He  hiid  shorlicullfr  throhgfa  swampi  ted  iliieket, 
known  to  few  betides  hfttit^lf,  and  in  half  the  time  occupied  by 
our  partisaits  on  horse;  he  made  his  way,  on  foot,  to  the  swamp 
margins  of  the  plantaAons  of  Mrs.  S^feleigii  md  O^ptain  Poigy. 
'Within  half  a  MU  stcfod  the  wigwam  of;  his  wnetched  f^aily. 
It  occttpied  a  placfe  hhlf  hidden  in  a  Utile  citing  of  woodft,  near 
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whkik  9tiKrtcbed  «  small  cornfield  of  ^  fyw  aqre8»  th^  old  decay- 
u^  0t«U(9  oramUmg  oy«r  tbe  efot.irlieve  they  had. feebly  grown 
Be  .agaui.  concealed  bis  box*  this  time  m  the  hol}ow  of  a  cypress^ 
vhe»  Abojst  to  4i»ei^e  from  the  cover  of  the  9wamp.  Be  did 
Bot  $^ip/&m!k  his  own  dwdling  without  the  greatest  caation. 
He  knew  not  what  sqrt  oC  custon^rs  he  was  to  encoipt«)r  in  the 
n^hborbpod*  Winding  abo«t  the  woods  wherever  a  cover 
Conld  be  fomid,  be  gradually  drew  nig)i  to  the  rear  of  the  habi* 
tation  wbjioh  be  skirted  cantiotiBly.  The  hmn  of  ibe  spinning- 
wheel  ^alone^  reiiched  his  ears  from  within.  ,jHe  stole  ^p  to  the 
knUtation  j^  j»eeped  thrangh  a  crevi/oe  between  the  loga  Wet 
will  foUq^  bis  ei^ample.  .  ^ 

Tbe  mgififn  was  one  of  Hh^  meanest  sort  of  )og-honse«,  not 
inor^  thiia  si^cteiBn  by  twenty  feetr^bnilt  of  slender  pine  poles, 
which  wffre  already  greatly  decay)e4*  The  spaces,  had  beeq 
dosed  with  clay,  bnt  this  had  mostly  fallen  ont,  .  C^rigin^ly ,  the 
house  had  been  dajhhoorded  (a  large,  coarse,  and  inferioir  shin- 
gle) with  split  pine,  and  fastened  down  by  wooden  pegs.  Much 
pf  the  roofing  had  decayed,  and  the  openings  were  thatched 
with  bvoom-grass  and  pine-straw— ^a  very  slight  and  imper- 
fect shelter  for  the  encounter  with  our  March  and  September 
winds.  B^t  there  was  an  additional  protection  in  a  great  live 
oak,  of  a  Uionsand  generations,  which  overspread  the  roof  on 
the  northern  side,  the  branches  resting  upon  it,  and,  when  stirred 
]l»y  tbe  wind,  making  such  a  strauge  scraping  along  \hQ  dap- 
boftvds'*— as  if  a  score  of  wild  cats  were  striving  to  scratch  their 
way — as  would  have  startled  one,  not  |iamiliar  with  the  noise, 
witb  a  thousand  stagg^i^  apprehe^ons — particulply  at  mid- 
ni^t  Qnliour  squatter's  family  heard  notbiAg,  o«  if  they  did, 
the  soufids  had  become  oompanionabl^,  and  thus  a^v^eable.  We 
are  not  sure  that  the  wife  of  the  squatter  did  not  i^nd  it  b,  great 
yeief  to  listen  to  the  disordered  branches,  in  the  long,  weary 
hours  of  the  night,  when  the  children  were,  all  asleep,  but  when 
the  blesMng  of  sleep  was  denied  her  9y^i&»  The  poor,  subdued, 
lamt-spirited  woman,  she  sq^  within,  knitting  her  worsted  and 
cotton  into  thick  stockings  for  the  ungrateful  wretch  who  peered, 
nstsuspected,  between  the  logs,  and  beheld  her  occupation. 

She  was.  A  thin,  frail,  palcrfaced  b(^y,  with  fair  complexion 
jkdll,  of  eoftr'iMd  eyes,  tbeonlgr  remains  of  ^  onoe  girlish  beauty. 
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Her  look  almost  racant,  was  fixed  upon  tlie  fii^.  H^  "ireM 
was  of  tke  plunest  soH  of  blue  liomesptiti' — hbt  ^fWH  masrafiw- 
ture — but  it  was  scrnpnloasly  heat  and  dean.  Sbe  seemed  4^ 
work  tmconscionsly,  as  if  from  1iab% ;  yet  her  ingeifS  ti^tfr«M6d 
tlie  needles  and  passed  the  threads  with  the  i^pidlt}^  (tf  one 
whose  whole  sonl  was  m  the  task.  At  the  other  iMfntft  of  tbd 
fireplace,  stood  her  eldest  daughter,  whom  she  etdl^  T>(ttf. 
Her  proper  name  wfts  Dorothy.  It  was  her  ^pim^ng^whtetrf 
whose  song  sahited  the  ears  of  Bostwi^k  as  he  approaebed  the 
house.  Doty,  iddiough  stfll  but  twelve  years  old,  WH*  Mi  adept 
at  all  her  labors.  Nobody — it  was  her  mother^  boast-^cocld 
spin  better  than  Dory,  a  finer  or  a  stronger  thread.  AnA  Dory 
eould  w^aTe  also,  quite  as  we!!  as^  het  vnother.  Tfa^diDd  Was 
nearly  as  strbng.  Indeed,  r^sponstUfities,  at  «ei  ^ai4y  'p^od^ 
had  mattired  her  nrind  and  body  rery  equidly:  They  igrew 
together,  and  therefore  bbth  grew  strong.  The  dnld  ih^ght  have 
passed  for  a  glrf  of  fifteen,  so  well  was  she  developed.  Wheti 
you  looked  iat  her  fkce  she  seemed  still  older-^ there  Was  sack 
a  sad,  settled,  and  profbtmd  expression  in  the  sweet  symmetrical 
and  chastened'  features.  She  was  very  fair,  though  she  bOre  ilie 
fuel  from  the  Woods,  and  the  water  from  the  spring;  -She  was 
tall,  and,  movhig  to  and  fro  about  the  spinning-whed,  she  ex- 
hibited a  natural  grace  such  as  an  humble  life  Hke  ber^  «ddom 
displays.  Her  hair,  a  ridi  aubumT'cJtifled  and  fioated  fi«e  ni 
long  isdlken  tresses,  having  escaped  from  the  niassy  tMs  itt 
which  she  6ommonly  kept  H  bound.  She,  too,  was  dad  fn^  tiie 
simplest  homespun,  and  her  naked  feet  and  ankles,  in  -cone^ 
quence  of  the  scantmess  (it  her  dress,  were  conspicuous  ttpoti 
the  floor.  But  the  floor  was  kept  tidily  dean.  If  there  won 
poverty  in  the  dwdllng,  "there  was  evidently  a  txtAttn^jposgtf 
also,  which  reconciled  the  spectator  to  the  scene. 

The  other  children  of  the  squatter,  were  a^ep  in  a  paDet  tft 
one  corner  of  the  room.  There  was  no  separate  aparteenl. 
Dory  slept  with  her  mother  in  the  father'^  absence,  and  wh^u 
he  came  home  she  crouched  in  with  Bet,  her  younger  sist€r^» 
and  Benny,  the  inftmt  boy.  The  mother's  bedstead,  was  a 
rude  frame  work  of  pine,  clumsily  executed  by  a  country  eais 
pentefk  There  was  a  shigle  phie  table  in  tfie  room,  tad  four 
d)ah«,  bottomed  with  cowhide.    Thte  was  all  the  fcmitiii^    A 
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tew  gotiitto  (mMtning  mdi»  wd  q^'oM  htmig  tgnbsl  t^  waUn 
A  ^hetf  onClide  snsteitiei  Ae  wates  biokat.;  fai  &  wisiw  of  the 
fireplace  was  an  iron  pot,  and  in  a  nook  of  ^e  chamber  was 
leaned  a  frying-pan.  Tfaefnigntet  of  a  misrory  without  frame, 
a  tfimojed  Ui  ol  glass^  of  a  ftw  inches  at  most  each  way,  was 
fastened  by  pegs  against  one  of  the  logs  over  the  fireplace. 

Sacb  was  Ib^  pMdre^  ligistoMd  up  Mly  by  the  fabwe  from 
halMoaeii  pine  kmti^  w4ick  hisaad  aad  ^^avUed  ifk  the  beacthi 
givto^lght  and  fa«iil  jsqoMy^  The  Tefery  p(mi  in  adl  the  sontbt 
rarely  use  candles,  or  those  of  their  own  making  oniiy,  ^rh# 
squatter's  wife  had  hers,  it  is  tnio»  a  antaU  supply,  made  of 
dMotr  and  myttlie  imx4  bnt  these  were  ^  be  used  on^  on 
psitUewAtf  eeeastDiii>  They  wmemiiit»  by  Doiy^  and  wem  toe 
]«edoas  to  be  wasted.  Baft  tUi  was  not  a  eeftfltdeffation  vn%\L 
BdstrwiclL  fie  toaamn^d  Aem  whenaver  he  c«4ie  home*  with 
little  heed  to  the  poor  child  whose  means  were  sq  small»  and 
whose^  Ukcm  wete  so  haarf.  Tat  thU  BusMable  wretch  )orved 
this  chfld  as  well  as  he  could  love  any  human  bemg — infinitely 
more  than-  he  lof^ed  iike  modier*  T^  was  sen8lb]e>  of  her  beauty 
—'her  eye  sensH>ty  knpwssed  ban.  To  her  he  was  never  brutak 
seldom  harsh.  To  ali  others  of  the  &mily  he  wa4  cold  or  tr«ie«- 
lant.  Something  bk  her  glance  seeoied  iso  ftnpKess  him  with 
respect,  if  not  awe.  She  did  not  shrink  from,  yeidid  not  aecdi: 
to  ednelliale  him.  She  Ml,  and  raasit^  hf  her  withdrawal, 
his  brutalities  to  her  mother.  She  submitted  to  his  endearments* 
yet  ns^er^tiiriied  ^m.  Hiei?  inMniol^— didU  ^e  not  sny  her 
thoughts — were  all  at  war  with  hia  natare,  and  tba  habits  in  whie^ 
he  indulged.  She  had  comraga,  too,  and,  m^tet  once  forgetting 
that  he  was  her  fhAer,  she  could  yet  Toature  ufon  tsms  of 
rebuke  and  reproach,  at  moments  wben  his  excesses  leToked 
her,  such  as  became  shigvtaify  impvessive^  spokeaby  the  lips 
fjf  a  child,  and  kk  the  imsop&istieated  kia^age  of  the  heart. 
Still  he  loved  her,  after  a  fashion — loved  her  with  a  gort  ofrev- 
erence^  she  represeite<!ht»  hin  riyaa  that  MgKeT  phase  oTso^ 

2gwfyjglgfJlrili  lll^_ttk»  IHimI.  hw  liiwiiiy  nrmlrt  t^ar  M^yAj  attiA^tn     V  ^ 

commomyHie  case  ivillr  the  ofiws  fo  which  he^^fee-^ 
i,  he  looketSj^  <>1<h  jwlhigs-ttf^jSOTylMid  desira         ' 
^  He  iomouttced  l^preaenoellfflMlniaates  ofTEeTiovefc'by  a 
peculiar  whistle  through  the  logs.    The  girl  looked  quietly  at 
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htv  motlief,  but  said  notUng;  Tlie  w>oma»  iiterted  «]^i  iJl  in  a 
teifror;  hXtA  faasteiled  to  draw  tlie  b«h  of  the  door  Md  give  him 
entrance. 

"What!     Bostwlok*    Yom'veeomer' 

"  Dont  you  eee  me  ?  Well,  Dory,  hev'  yoE  got  ttothiug  to 
say  to  aae  t" 

"  Howdye,  fiither/'  and  <^e  wheel  was  «top|ied«  and  ahejoySerod 
her  hand.  He  kksed  her,  hat  not  the  mother ;  and  infi^BBni 
repulses  had  taught  the  latter  dot  to  attempt  te  bMi9W  her  Jqeeoa 
upon  him. 

«  You're  all  well,  I  Teokou  t" 

"  Yes !"  Mntly  answered  -^' wdmaiwae  she  resumed  her  seat 
by  the  fire,  aod  her  kmlNuig^  oAer  drawing  4  diair  i9€  him. 
t)ory  resnnted  her  spihning  at  thesioiB  tiihe*         .    .  t  ,  - 

''What!  the  d— 4,"  said  he,  ^^aVtyou  guine  to:  git  me 
some  supper?" 

And  he  flung  himself  into  Che  diaiiu  and  lookei  Asreely  at 
the  wife.  ,.  . 

**  We  hain't  got  mudi,"  replied  the  wemaa,  meekly,  osiug  at 
the  same  moment  and  'proceeding  to  one  side  of  the  dumney 
where  some  clodies  were  iianging,  fMrming  a  sort  of  ^ourtain. 

"*  Much  or  leetle,  let's  hev'  it ;  I'm  huiigry  to  kUL  Got  ai^- 
ehhig  to  drink  t" 

^  Not  a  drop,  but  lil  make  you  some  coffee,  Sam,  ef  you'll 
wait  for  it" 

"Wait!  Humph!  OH  it!  But :  first,  let  me  her' «  big  knife, 
ef  youVe  got  one,  and  your  tmder-bex  and  0teel«"      ... 

"Why,  whafiB  become  of  yoms,  Sam!"        '-  ,. ,  , 

"  What's  that  to  you  I    It^s  lost  edmewk^e." 

^  And  you've  been  in  die  water,  Bam !" 

"  Ye6 1  heT*  you  get  any  dry  clothes  for  me  V* 

**  There's  the  old  scarlet  breeches  of  the  officer^  and  the  coat, 
Sam " 

"  Won*t  do ;  scailet  won't  do  for  my  wearing  now.  That 
tmie's  gone.  Yon  must  dye  Umm  cledtes,  before  I  can  wear  'em. 
Dye  "em  blue  or  green,  either." 

"  You  come  on  foot,  fother  S"  ^eded  Dory.  . 

^  Wdl,  ef  I  did,  lioty,  I  reckon  foot  was  givea  me  )ta  i«Aiie 
on." 
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'' fioi  yoti  her'nlt  fold  Bliusk  BiOl  r 

**  Said  lumA  Yes !  Perhaps  t  a  sort  of  tfiaxig/k^^t  I  reckon^ 
bat  wkit^  the  matter?  £«ppoM  I -h^y'  s^  him  who's  to  9X 
abMtthebargamt.   Mitidiyoar^ivni^biime^ift.^JuLGU!' 

TIm  giil,]b«kttd  at  him  ^oMi^,,  aod  the.iortM^  twr^ed  his  ejef 
vspaa  ike  fisa.  fie  sovs^lies^^fio^lclWli  .^M  he^  gUnc^  :  The 
mnOxBr,  spreadiii(*  the  4al4e  tbe  wb}lt^  ii^  ^  Kfre  inssxpei^nc^ 
toek  t4^  the  iD^uuitiaii. ,  I       •        .,. .     :i 

"And  whafe*a  jew  nfla«  Sam?  y»«  ditlil't >cmg  jit  wift 
yottl" 

'*  Look  70a,  woman,  I  didn't  come  here  to  anaw^  questjptns^, 
Suppoae  I  left  h^rse  and  rifle  iaihe  swinap,  it's  what  I've  had 
t»  de  a  thoasaad  tifloes*  and  I  huA  mj  jeasji^iis  {ox-  it ;  only  dq 
ymt  reeollect»  keep  year  ^toiign0„el<m.whef^  jou  talks  to  othe^ 
pec^le  about  my  hone  and  rifl^  «nd  al^fout  me^  too,  e^  you 
pleaae.  Yea,  don't  know  bow  $ooa  .yo«  way  be.  ai^ed.  ^ni 
look  yon,  Bachel,  wh^  y^om-ve^g^t  to- answer,  see  that  ypiji  do  it 
yoincself.  Doii't  leave  it  to  Sory^  ■  Yqa  kain't  tiiist  her.^  Si^^ 
don't  love  her  father  enough,  to  say  what  may  save  him  from 
tbevininftyr'  / 

"  But  you've  got  no  inimy  now,  father.  .Why  should  j»v^ 
hav»  an  inim^r }    Don't  thc^  aay  U'b  P^09»  now  t" 

'*  Peace !  .&«  ef  there  waa  any  peace  £;^r  lae !  I  tell  yqi^ 
&e  Whok  eotmtry^a  sworn  agi^.n^ei  pply  h^pause  I  ;vv)Anta  to  g^ 
my  living  out  Of  it.  BnA  that's  neither ^f re  nqr  there.'  Yo^ 
'memhet,  nom^jtom  don't  know  notlnng  about  me  :-«^f  ypa're 
axed,  yon  xeekon  I've  le(t,the  ^pi^itvy.  I  hain't  been  her^ 
I've.got  no  bbek  hojMTr-ramfWl^r,  thai  in  pr^ckV  1  ,  TM'^ 
anongh!    Where'a.the^botfe  I  Al^.jo^forr 

**  It's  bete !''  said  the  mother*  h^^n^  him  a  clumsy  blade, 
•et  in  a  oomjuon  wciod^nhaodl^.    ]Se  locked  at  it  scornfully* 

"  It^a  the  best  we've  got^"  aaid  the  woman,  apologetically. 

"  And  good  enough,  too,  for  all  you  want  with  it.  Now,  git 
the  coffee  ready  hy  the  time  I  git  back/' 

With  tfaeie  w^da,  grasping  knife,  flint,  steel,  and  tinder*box, 
he  rose  and  hurriedly  left  the  dwelling.  The  moment  he  had 
dkappeared,  thejoaffttwy  wWrr 

"1  wcmder  what  he's  after  now.  I'm  afraid  it's  po  good. 
Lcard*  ^  beeAqnij  s^  ^met^  ^  bomOt  and  make  corn  fof  his 
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tasxuly ;  but  there's  no  such  eoinftvt  Ibr  nt,  Dory^  Vm  itel^'d. 
He'9  got  the  haMt  of  going  ofP,  and  doing  God  ksows  whet  ; 
•lid  Tfe  sniflt  onty  woik  to  we  kin,  to  keep  from  BiKtVB/dmJ' 

The  gurl  wbs  flHent  fdr  a  i^aoe,  and  the  mother,  m  the  mean* 
time,  spread  the  table,  got  Oftt  eoftte  ooM  meat^and  kneaded  the 
dongh  hito  a  hoe^caAte,  whiOh  was  «et  ynompiy  beftte  Hke  fire 
to  bake.  She  had  ftamned  hto  seat,  mhfSa  Doiy,  paomg  atiker 
wheel,  remarked  qnietlj  and  gentlj,  but  nidi  tiiat  air  •£  oer- 
tamtj  which  tmth,  mnpMtj,  and  eaiveit  ooBTie6oB  wfll  inspire, 
at  all  times,  even  in  a  child,  and  which  crown  its  words  with  a 
degree  of  attthoritjt — 

**  I  wouldn't  be  asking  falher  any  more  qae^tion^  notber. 
It  does  no  good,  and  only  maiies  him  angry.  He  don't  snnd 
what  we  say,  and  we  can't  hcdp  it  wken  he  loses  anydung. 
He's  always  losing,  and  eottung  home  poor  and  wantbg;  and 
he  don't  Kke  to  teH  f»  how  he  came  to  lose.  He's  in  aome 
great  trouble  now,  and  yon^d  batter  not  speak  to  him  about  it. 
I  reckon  he's  not  going  to  stay  now  he's  eome ;  but  I  woidda't 
ask  him." 

*'  Ah,  Dory,  it's  easy  for  you  to  talk  so ;  but  when  I  knaw«-« 
when  I  know-—" 

Here  the  mother  sobbed,  and  wip^  her  eyes  with  her  apron* 
What  £d  she  knowl  imd  why  did  slie  forbear  to  declare  it  I 
The  ^  had  no  answer  and  no  inqnhry.  The  wheel  whiaaed 
round  more  rapidly  than  erer.    The  mother  spoke  again. 

"  It's  fifteen  years  a'most  sence  we  were  married.  Then  he 
was  so  fond  of  keeping  at  home.  Then  he  wasnH  ao  fierce  aid 
fretfbl  as  he  is  now.  Then  hetBdn^  drtek,  aadlkera  wami't  a 
more  active  person  in  the  woild,  hi  the  corlifield.  Oh  I  it  was 
a  cmel  day  when  he  MI  Into  ihe  hands  ojp  Dick  JeCbtds — a 
cruel  day.  He's  never  beOh  the  same  man  senee.  Dick  J^ 
fords  taught  him  all  that  he  knows  of  wickedness^ — ^taagbt  him 
to  drink— taught  hhn  to " 

Another  pause,  and  sobbing  and  wiping  of  the  eyes. 

"  But  IHck  Jeffords  is  dead,  mother,"  said  die  girl.  *•  Dont 
you  talk  so  of  him." 

"  And  why  shouldn't  I  talk  of  hhn,  when  he  was  IImi  mmb 
of  iffl  die  mischief '» 

^Hush!   mother!"  widi  a  iran^  finger,  bJA  the  ^^H, 
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pdhHSbg  ikfWtM  £he  cloot.  Her  keen  cArt  tad  diBtinguklMd 
the  light  footsteps  of  the  squatter.  The  mother  stooped  to  trnia 
her  bb^'ckkei  ttid  the  whed  oootiHued  its  ^toltitbiv  «TeB  more 
rapidlj  than  ever. 


CHAPTEE  XXXIV. 

THH   HQUA'rrBR'S  TRKASUKBS,  KNOWN   ANH  UNKNOWN. 

Vhh  squattet,  meanwhile,  mmod  with  ktiife  and  tinder-boK, 
hurried  away  to  the  ed^  of  the  swamp,  eager  to  examine  kin 
eaAet  of  ffl-^otten  tr^fanmres.  Kd  dr^w  the  bos  of  Kvs.  £ve- 
leigh  ftom  Ihe  holloir  Of  ^le  ^press,  and,  upon  a  littU  hank  in 
tlie  sMramp,  sttrrounded  hy  a  wall  of  fbrest  and  swamp,  thicket, 
rfmihs,  tines  ahd  trees,  ht  proe^eded  1o  strike  a  light.  It  ro- 
€{mred  but  n  ibw  moments  i^er  th{s»  to  pry  open  the  eover  of 
i^e  box,  which  was  much  bettef  ttdted  to  a  lady's  toilet,  than 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  or  securing  a  treasure.  The  guineas 
were  ilie  firc^  objects  thset  compiled  his  attention,  t^hcy  -were 
eontained  in  a  small  linen  bag.  He  counted  them  religiously, 
and  then  proceeded  to  turn  over  lihe  rest  of  ike  eoatants  of  the 
bor,  which  was  pretty  closely  packed  with  papenrsv  He  was 
able  neMier  to  read  nor  write.  He  took  for  granted  that  tiie 
paper,  whidi  H^ewn  so  ttnoh  deslted,  iras  «moiig  th^m,  bat 
the  point  was  one  beyond  his  capacity  to  detemuie. 

"*  It's  here,  I  reckon,  sale  'wi^i  4:he  veM;  b«t  won't  he  pay  for 
it  when  he  gits  it." 

His  curiosity  was  salisfiecl,  if  not  his  cupidity.  One  would 
suppose  that  his  first  act  would  be  to  convey  to  his  wife  and 
children  a  smaH  portion,  at  least,  of  the  golden  q^oils  in  his 
pOBsesdon.  But  he  was  too  selfisdi  and  too  wary  for  that  His 
cuniung  did  not  suffer  him  to  risk,  in  ^eir  hands,  any  proof  4iiat 
ix&dkt  flul^Mtate  hit  detection.  It  seems  that  «ettia  suggestion 
dSd'iiiiitorln  his  n^ttd,  prompting  him  to  delM^  a  guiiiea,^  be 
l^en  to  Dory.    He  spoke  of  her  alhctienately,  and  tamed  the 


glitt>ring  coin,. separated  &om  "hb  p3e»"  between .ihiimb  and 
finefinger. 

i^Bttl  where'B.ibe  ii8e«"  be  muttoredt  ''aud  ef  they  wiw  to  ax 
where  she  got  it,  what  is  she  goine  to  saj  f '     . 

He  restored  it  to  the  heap,  restored  Uie  bag  to  the  boxj  with 
all  the  papers,  and  restored  the  box  to  the  hollow  of  the  cypress, 
the  base  of  which  was  encircled  by  a  thick  shmbbery.  This 
done,  he  made  his  way  back  to  the  cottage,  where  his  sapper 
of  bacon,  corn-bread  and  coffee,  already  awaited  him.  He 
flung  tlie  knife  down  upon  the  table,  and  proceeded  to  eat,  but 
had  scarcely  began,  when  he  tolntnitnded  that  the  spmning- 
wheel  should  stop. 

"The  blasted  noise  keeps  a  body  Arom  hearing  anything. 
Ef  an  inimy  was  at  the  door,  nobody  conld  know  tell  they 

The  firi  oibeyed,  put  her  cotton  iuto  the  ba^et,  a«d  remorf^ 
ike  wheel  to  a  oomer  of  the  room.  .  She  then  disappeared  be- 
hind the  curtain  of  clothes,  and  when  ^he  again  came  forth*  and 
drew  near  the  firot  he  petoeived  that  she  had  a  book  in  her 
hand«  Doiy  bad  been  taogbt  to  read  by  her  mother,  and  loved 
ker  book.  The  eyes  of  the  a^natter  did  not  suffer  her  long  from 
eight* 

«*A  bookr  aaU  be,  **aiid  what  sort  of  book  is  it,  you've 
geit' 

^  U  a  the  Hely  BiUe»  &th«.  * 

««Tke  Heliy  BiUe;  and  what  do  yon  know  about  the  Holy 
BikK  and  where  did  you  gel  it«  I  want  to  know!  You  hain't 
beau  tpeadiag  afto«ay>  or  yew  aJmings^  upon  a  dung  that's  no 
a««Muit^  hev'  yem  T' 

«*Ke^  Ayikei^  twas  gitw  to  me  b^y  Mia.  fivele^" 

"^  WetU  «h<>  might  hev'  given  yo«  eniKhlng  to  be  more  usdiil 
tejp^Mft.  Sk^^lliek|  eke  might  hev*givea  you  eoiM  good  clothes. 
l>ia  a4kkkm^  «f  ake'd  ka'  wafttied  to  do  a  good  thing  for  you. 
Hut  llHia»  gr^at  lioh  Mk  am  all  as  mean  as  k-41  r 

«"  Mrs.  I^t^ekigk  aiat  meafti  tehers  a^d  aha  A««  given  me 
dMkww"«^ftM^dtke«4iU. 

«««keka%kftsaket  what!  tiHift^Mkj«i>aceteiwIieebiNL* 

""M^l  lNft4»lkiiii!^yw4<l  ake^g$vw  w|^  dodie^to 
-^wr  wk«H  I  ge  «M»  awi  en  a  Sm^day.^ 

k 
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•'Snndajr!  as  ef  there  ever  was  a  Spnday  for  a  poor  man! 
Let  m^  look  at  the  hook/* 

She  handed  it  to  him  without  a  word,  and  he  turned  it  over 
curiously.  It  was  not  a  costly  book ;  had  it  been — had  thfe  edges 
been  of  gold,  and  the  back  richly  adorned  with  the  same  metal 
—it  is  quite  probable  that  the  perverse  wretch  would  have  been 
tempted  to  throw  it  4nto  the  fire.  As  it  was,  he  thrust  it  back 
into  the  child's. hands,  saying: — 

"  And  what's  the  good  at  it  to  you  t  Tou  kain't  understand} 
it  even  ef  you  reads  it."    .  . 

-  Oh  ?  yes  I  can,  father." 

"  Let  106  heiuf  you  read  some  *t- that',  jest  wliere  the  paper's 
been  tqi^ied  down.  I'll  see  ef  you  ain't  been  reading  how  to 
curse  your  own  daddy." 

The  child  gave  him  but  a  single  look,  but  it  made  hun  restless^ 
He- could  not  meet  the  clear,  calm  glance  fixed  upon  his  own. 
He  tamed  his  gaze  upon  the  fire,  but  repeated — 

"Beady  I  say — let's  hear  what  sort  of  bible  I'aming  you're 
a-gitting.  Bead  wher^  you've  put  the  mai'k.  That  a  man's 
own  children  should  turn  agin  him !" 

The  child  gave  him  another  look,  so  simple,  so  expressive — 
of  a  calm»  unspeaking,  submissive  sorrow,  the  most  touching  of 
all  sprt9  of  reproach :  then,  turning  to  the  book  she  began  to 
read  firom  the  New  Testament,  the  Acts  of  tlie  Apostles,  the 
first  chapter,  just  where  the  leaf  had  been  turned  down ;  but 
scarcely  had  she  got  through  three  paragraphs,  when  the  squat- 
ter started  up,  having  by  this  time  finished  eating,  and,  swallow- 
ing a  pint  of  coffee  at  a  gulph,  he  cried  ofat  :— 

"  That's  enough !  It's  mighty  good,  what  you're  reading, 
I'm  a-thinking,  for  a  gal  chilcl.  But  it's  no  use.  "l^here's  no 
apostles,  now-ardays.  At  least,  I  never  hear  tell  of  any  merra- 
des  now,  or  I  reckon  I  might  have  a  chance  of  being  saved 
myself.  But,  without  a  merracle,  I'm  pretty  much  past  saving, 
so  k's  no  use  to  try.  Shut  up.  Dory ;  you  kin  read  to  your 
mammy  after  I'm  gone.    I  must  be  off." 

^  What !"  cried  the  poor  mother,  "  you're  not  a  guine,  Sam, 
at  this  late  time  o*.  night." 

"  And  what  should  I  stay  for  t  Don't  I  know  there's  none  of 
you  hev*  any  love  to  spare  for  me  here." 
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•*  Oh  !  don't  say  so,  Sammy ;  don't !" 

''  Pooli !  Git  ont !  Don't  suppose  I'm  fool  as  well  as  scamp^ 
You're  too  full  of  good  books  and  good  women  here,  to  bave 
any  likings  for  sick  as  me.  Kiss  me,  Dory,  you're  a  good  child 
for  a  gal.  I  don't  say  you  shan't  read  the  hook  the  widow  give 
you,  only  I  don't  care.  You  may  read,  for  the  good  'twill  do 
you.  'Twou't  do  me  none.  Blast  all  the  gifts  of  your  rich 
people.  They  only  hum  the  heart  out.  What's  gpod  you  kin 
git  out  of  them,  is  what  you  kin  take !  Pm  off;  and  look  you, 
Kachel,  mind  what  1  say.  Ef  you're  al:ed,  you  don*t  know 
nothmg  about  me.  You  ain't  seed  me  yon  dont  know  when, 
and,  as  for  a  horse,  you,  dqn't  reckon  I've  had  one  tot  a  year, 
not  s^ce  the  blasted  me)i  of  Harden  carded  off  my  bay  trotter. 
Blast  all  their  two  legs  for  ever  for  it.  Don't  you  let  Dory  say 
nothing.  She  don't  know  how  to  speajf:  senidble  in  0uch  cases. 
6ood-by,  Doxy." 

And  he  was  gone — gone  out  into  the  darkness — lost  to  sight 
as  to  hope.  Not  another  word  of  kindness  or  farewell.  None 
in  fact,  to  the  poor  woman  who  followed  him  to  the  door,  as  if 
entreating  for  it.  Not  even  a  glance  to  the  poor  children  sleep- 
ing on  the  pallet,  the  eldest  of  whom,  awakened  by  the  unusual 
voice,  raised  herself  up  in  the  bed,  and  looked,  but  did  not  dare 
to  make  herself  heard.  She  had  old  experience  of  blows,  sud- 
denly and  sharply  administered,  to  admonish  her  against  any 
childlike  and  loving  forwardnesses.  Besides,  the  watchftd  moth- 
er had  seen,  and  pushed  her  back,  under  the  scanty  covering, 
with— 

"  lae  still.  Bet,  it's  pappy !" 

Dreadful  sound  with  which  to  quiet  the  baby  I  the  baby  was 
quiet  for  the  rest  of  the  night  But  he  was  gone,  and  then  the 
woman  sat  down  and  wept  over  the  fireplace. 

"  Ef  he  had  only  shaken  hands,  Dory,  and  told  me  good-by , 
my  child ;  hut  no !  He  wouldn't  care  ef  I  was  on  my  c6oling 
board  to-morrow.** 

The  girl  began  quietly  to  read  the  chapter  in  the  Acts  which 
she  had  attempted  at  her  father's  bidding,  and  her  low,  soft  voice, 
still  that  of  a  child,  delivered  the  inspired  sentences  in  good  time, 
and  with  very  tolerable  discretion,  but  without  emphaos,  and 
with  the  simplicity  of  one  who  did  not  fully  comprehend  what 
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she  was  reading.     Wheu  she  bad  finislied  and  pnt  away  the  book, 
the  mother  said — 

"  I  know  it's  good  to  hear  and  to  read  the  blessed  book,  but 
my  heart  am*t  in  it.  I  don't  feel  it  at  all.  I  feel  only  that  I  air. 
a  very  great  sinner,  very  poor  and  miserable." 

"  We  must  pray  now,  mother,  you  know." 

And  the  two  dropped  upon  their  knees,  while  the  child  alone 
audibly  uttered  "  Oui-  Father." 

Let  us  leave  them  to  such  sleep  as  God  vouchsafes  to  the  suf- 
ferer, more  sinned  against  than  sinning,  and  follow  the  footsteps  \ 
of  the  squatter,  reckless  of  the  peace  he  outrages,  and  quite  in-  ' 
capable  of  conceiving  the  punty  he  leaves  behind  him. 

"  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  quoth  he,  as  he  darted  forward  in  the 
direction  of  the  highlands.  "  They  sarved  for  their  time.  There's 
no  Apostles  now,  I  reckon,  to  do  any  more  acts  for  poor  people. 
Sich  as  preaches  to  us  now,  don't  help  much.  Lord !  what  war- 
mints.  I've  beam  a  hundred  that  hadn't  any  more  sense,  and  I 
reckon,  wam't  no  better,  ef  the  truth  was  known,  than  myself. 
They  talk  and  they  talk,  about  it  and  about  it,  and  all  what  they 
says,  don't  consam  us  at  all,  and  don't  suit.  One  speaks  mighty 
big  about  luxuiies  and  fine  linen,  yit  I  never  seed  one  yit  that 
wamt  ready  to  swig  the  best  of  liquors  at  a  rich  man's  table,  and 
to  eat  ontell  he  was  ready  to  burst;  and  which  of  'em  ever 
refused  the  best  of  English  broadcloth  for.  his  back.  There  was 
Joe  Downs,  and  Ephraim  Sparkin,  and  Jake  Frisbie,  and  a  hun- 
dred more  I've  know'd,  that  was  all  jest  too  lazy  for  any  work, 
and  so  they  set  up  to  be  apostles ;  living  from  house  to  house, 
never  paying  for  nothing ;  never  reusing  good  feed  and  liquor, 
and  jest  talking  things  they  didn't  onderstand.  No !  the  days 
for  Apostles  is  at  an  eend,  and  men  does  jest  what  act  suits  'em 
best.  So  I  does  mine.  'Taint  so  good  as  it  mout  be,  but  ef  I 
CAU  git  back  the  old  Black,  with  fifty  gould  guineas  in  hand,  and 
what  I  kin  squeeze  out  of  M'Kewn,  I'll  do  for  awhile  yit  It's 
a  resk  to  try,  but  what's  to  be  done  1  I  shan't  walk  when  I  kin 
ride,  and  ef  I  take,  it's  only  my  own.    . 

Such  were  the  meditations  which  led  to  the  attempt  of  the 
squatter;-  We  have  seen  how  it  succeeded.  Once  mounted, 
though  with  the  pistol  bullets  of  Lance  Frampton  whistling  about 
his  ears,  and  ho  felt  Ins  strength  and  courage  equally  increase 

10* 
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He  never  thought  to  rettirn  to  the  cottage.  He  felt  very  snre 
that  it  would  soon  have  a  score  of  visiters.  He  had  striven  hard 
for  disguise  and  concealment,  hut  his  instinct  taught  him  that  lie 
w^oi;ld  be  suspected.  The  neighborhood  would  be  quite  too  hot, 
in  a  few  hours,  for  his  safety.  He  gave  it  a  wide  berth,  accord- 
ingly, and  making  a  circuit,  which  canied  him  far  above  the 
misei-able  hovel  which  liis  family  occupied,  he  proceeded  to  de- 
scend the  countiy,  making  an  oblique  progress  toward  the  Edisto. 
— Let  us  return  to  Porgy  and  his  party. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

HOW   MILLHOUSB   BEBUKBS   THB   EXTRAVAGANCK   OP   POROV. 

Thb  poor  woman,  the  wife  of  the  squatter,  was  half-scared  to 
death  when  she  saw  the  squad  of  our  partisans  approach  her 
dwelling.  She  at  once  conjectured  that  the  squatter  had  been 
at.  his  old  tricks,  and  that  the  enemy  was  upon  his  footsteps. 
Cadaverously  pale,  trembling  in  every  limb,  she  staggered  to 
her  bedside,  and  sank  upon  it,  faintly  cfxclahning  as  tliejr  ap- 
proached the  house — 

**  Oh  !  Dory,  they've  come  after  him." 

"  Lie  down,  mother,  and  let  me  speak  to  the  gentlemen,"  said 
the  little  girl. 

**  You,  Dory !  oh,  no !  You  remember  he  told  me,  you  were 
not  to  speak  at  all.  Come  back  from  the  door,  I  tell  you.  Don't 
you  say  a  word." 

*•  But  you  musn't  look  so  scared,  mother.  They'll  think  some- 
thing wrong  if  you're  so  pale  and  trembling.  Don't  be  afeard. 
— We  haven't  done  anything  wrong,  and  we  don't  know  any- 
thing of  father's  doings." 

"Hush,  child,  you  musn't  be  talking.  There  they  come* 
Oh  !  my  Gh>d,  what  is  to  become  of  us  ?" 

*•  Don't  be  afeard  mother !     God  won't  let  them  hurt  us.'* 

•*  Oh  !  how  do  you  know.  Dory  ?" 

•*  I  believe,  mother/' 
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•*  Believe !  oh !  yes,  you'll  believe  anything,  eveu  though  the 
soldiers  kill  us  and  carry  us  to  piison.  Goine  baek  from  the 
door,  I  toll  you.    1*11  open  it    I'll  answer  nil  they  ax." 

The  child  drew  away,  and  rested  her  elbows  upon  the  table, 
as  tlie  party  approached  the  house.  A  rather  heavy  knocki 
tlirico  repeated,  threw  the  mother  mto  a  new  passion  of  teiTor. 
8hc  wning  her  hands. 

"  Lord  have  mercy !     What  sliall  we  do  ?" 

"  Open  the  door,  mother,  or  let  me  do  it.  I'm  sure  these  peo- 
ple ain't  going  to  hui*t  us.  One  of  them  is  Mi'.  Fordham,  and 
he's  a  good  man,  you  know." 

'*  Mr.  Fordham,  is  it  ?"  in  a  whisper,  and,  somewhat  reassured, 
rising  and  smoothing  her  apron.  -  '*  To  be  sure,  Mr.  Fordham's 
always  been  our  friend." 

Anotlior  knock,  and  the  voice  of  Fordham  — 

•*  It's  me — it's  a  friend,  Mrs.  Bostwick." 

The  poor  woman  took  courage.  The  door  was  opened,  and 
Fonlham,  without,  stood  in  front  of  the  party.  He  had  alighted 
from  his  steed,  and  held  him  by  the  bridle.  Porgy  was  in  the 
act  of  letting  himself  doM'n  ;  a  peifonnance,  with  him,  usually  to 
be  classed  among  his  most  deliberate  acts.  Millhouse  kept  his 
saddle.  Tlie  negroes  were  grouped  in  the  rear.  It  was  a  most 
foimidable  party,  still,  in  the  eyes  of  the  squatter's  wife.  The 
girl,  Dory,  looked  on  with  some  curiosity,  but  with  the  saddest 
possible  look  of  resignation.  Porgy  and  Fordham  threw  the 
bridles  of  their  steeds  to  the  negroes,  and  proceeded  to  enter  the 
dwelling  at  the  invitation  of  the  hostess,  who  was  tremulous  with 
solicitude. 

"  This  is  Captain  Porgy,  Mrs.  Bostwick — perhaps  you  may 
remember  him  before  he  went  mto  the  army." 

"  I've  seed  the  captain,"  said  she  humbly,  "  but  can't  say  that 
I  sliould  recollect  him." 

*'  Very  likely,  my  dear  madam,"  responded  the  captain  cour- 
teously, taking  ofip  his  cap,  and  entering.  "  In  the  last  five  years 
I've  grown  out  of  my  own  knowledge — one  of  the  few  men  of 
the  army,  madam,  who  fattened  on  starvation.  Your  daughter, 
Mrs  Bostwick." 

•*  Dory,  sir,  my  oldest." 
Dory !     Is  that  her  name  ?" 
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*•  For  short,  captain.  Her  given  name  is  Dorothy.' 
Porgy  took  the  offered  hand  of  the  child,  and  looked  to  Ford- 
Iiam  significantly.  Fordham  nodded  his  apparent  affirmation. — 
Porgy,  still  holding  the  child's  hand,  pi-oceeded  to  seat  himself 
on  a  chair  which  the  officious  hands  of  Mrs.  Bostwlck  put  beside 
him.  Dory  had  already  perused  the  lines  of  his  countenance, 
which,  not  wanting  in  jnanly  beauty,  though  with  some  defects, 
was  at  the  same  time  benevolent  and  even  tender  in  expression. 
His  eyes,  small,  but  full  of  life,  were  also  distinguished  by  good 
nature,  and  his  mouth  was  similarly  marked.  The  child  felt  at 
ease  as  she  surveyed  his  face.  A  single  glance  sufficed  for  this. 
He  was  no  niffian,  that  she  felt  sure ;  that  he  was  a  gentleman 
by  birth  and  education,  her  instincts  at  once  assured  her.  The 
fact  was  sufficiently  proved  by  the  ease  with  which  he  inspired 
confidence  in  both  mother  and  daughter.  Our  captain  was  quite 
as  observant  of  Dory's  features  as  she  had  been  of  his.  The 
singular,  beauty  of  the  child  struck  him  at  a  glance,  and  com- 
pelled consideration.  She  resembled  her  mother  very  little. 
Who  could  she  resemble?  Was  her  father's  face  like  hers? 
Could  that  niffian  and  outlaw  wear  anything  in  his  countenance, 
yke  the  serene  sweetness,  the  ethereal  loveliness  that  formed  the 
life  of  that  pale  but  glowing  aspect  ?  The  thing  was  impossible. 
The  conjecture  was  expelled  from  his  thought  the  moment  it 
sought  to  enter. 

Meanwhile,  Fordham  had  broached  the  special  object  of  their 
visitation  to  the  anxious  woman,  by  asking  for  the  whereabouts 
of  her  husband.  Her  apprehensions  were  renewed ;  her  tremors 
became  visible.  Dory  struggled  out  of  the  hands  of  Porgy,  and 
immediately  placed  herself  beside  her  mother.  The  action  and 
its  motive,  so  prompt  and  so  instinctive,  at  once  afforded  to  our 
captain  a  clew  to  the  strong  moral  courage  and  propriety  of  the 
child.  The  question  of  Fordham  showed  the  visit  to  be  one  of 
tiuad  hostility.  The  party  was  to  be  confronted,  not  embraced. 
The  mother,  in  her  moment  of  danger,  must  have  the  fttll  sup- 
port of  her  children.  They  were  not  to  give  countenance  to 
those  who  threatened  a  father's  safety,  however  erring.  Of 
course,  such  thoughts  as  these  foi-med  no  argument  for  the  un- 
ripened  mind  of  the  child  ;  but  the  unening  instincts  of  a  rightly 
placed,  and  rightly  sympathetic  heart,  sufficed  to  bring  about 
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tbe  instant  conviction  just  as  certainly  as  if  It  had  been  produced 
by  tlionght  and  reason.     Porgy  saw  it  all. 

"  Come  back  to  me,  Dory,"  said  he  mildly,  extending  his  hand. 
"  You  are  not  afraid  of  me  V* 

She  looked  into  his  face,  and  immediately  returned  to  him. 
Confidence  was  reinspired  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  activity 
of  other  instincts ;  and  the  captain  had  her  again,  a  moment  af^er, 
seated  upon  his  knee.  In  the  meanwhile,  it  was  apparent  that 
Mrs.  Bostwick  either  would  not,  or  could  not,  give  any  account 
of  her  husband.  She  was  evidently  greatly  frightened,  answered 
wildly,  and  was  seemingly  so  much  distressed,  that  Porgy  inter- 
posed for  her  relief. 

"  It  does  not  matter,  Fordham.  Mrs.  Bostwick  evidently  knows 
nothing  of  her  husband  —  and  we  know  nothing,  Mrs.  Bostwick ; 
but  we  tlionght  it  possible  that  he  might,  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  people  of  the  country,  and  the  country  itself,  put  us  on  the 
track  of  a  band  of  outlaws  who  were  guilty  of  a  great  outrage 
yesterday." 

"  Yesterday,  captain  V*  asked  the  woman  in  renewed  terror, 
and  looking  wildly  to  Dory. 

"  Yes,  madam,  yesterday  !  They  waylaid  that  excellent  lady, 
Mrs.  Evclcigh,  her  son  and  Mr.  Fordham ;  seized  them ;  tied 
the  lady  to  her  carriage,  captured  her  wagon,  and  no  doubt 
would  have  robbed  and  killed  all  the  party,  if  I  had  not  provi- 
dentially come  to  their  rescue,  with  a  few  friends,  at  the  last 
moment." 

"  Lord  save  us !  and  yesterday  !" 

*'  We  defeated  the  ruffians,  and  four  of  them  were  slain." 

"  Oh  !  my  God !     Did  I  ever !" 

"  We  captured  their  horses ;  yet,  such  was  the  audacity  of  the 
surviving  niffians,  that  they  ventured,  one  or  more  of  themi  even 
to  my  dwelling  last  night,  and  carried  o£P  one  of  the  best  of  the 
captured  horses." 

•'  You  don't  say  1" 

••  Yes,  madam ;  a  large  raw-boned  black !" 

*' A  black !"  and  the  conscious  mother  grew  paler,  and  looked 
to  Dory.  The  child  was  pale  also  but  the  features  were  mc 
tionless.    They  said  nothing. 
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"  Now,  Mrs.  fiostwiok,  we  thotigbt  that  your  husband  might 
possibly 1" 

**  Oh !  I'm  sme,  captain,  he  don*t  know  nothing  about  it. 
He's  had  no  horEiO  for  a  year,  that  I've  seed,  and  where  he  is, 
there's  no  telling.  It  ain't  often  we  sees  him  at  home.  He's 
away  all  the  time,  ontell  his  own  children  hardly^  knows  him 
when  he  comes." 

Porgy  looked  into  Doij's  face  with  an  expression  that  won 
the  child's  sympathies  at  once.  His  look,  involuntarily  seemed 
to  say,  "  Can  it  be  possible  that  he  is  indifferent  to  such  a  dear 
innocent,  such  a  pure,  blight  bud  of  the  wildcniess  as  this?" 
But  he  said  nothing,  and  suffered  the  mother  to  proceed  in  a 
series  of  rambling  denials  and  disclosures  which  only  served  to 
prove  to  both  Porgy  and  Pordham,  that  the  woman  really  knew 
more  of  the  husband  aixd  his  recent  operations  than  she  so  sol- 
emnly declaimed.  Of  course,  neither  of  them  suspected  her  of 
any  share  in  his  proceedings,  or  any  sympathy  with  them. 
Fordham  had  already  put  our  partisan  i*ight  in  his  estimate  of 
the  existing  relations  between  husband  and  wife,  and  of  the 
humble  heart  and  honest  character  of  the  latter. 

The  overseer,  baffled  in  his  effort  to  ascertain  from  the  mother 
auytliing  with  regard  to  the  recent  visits  of  the  squatter,  now 
addressed  himself  to  the  daughter. 

"  And  when  did  you  see  your  daddy  last,  Dory  ?" 

The  clttld  tamed  her  eyes  quietly  to  the  querist,  but  before 
she  could  reply,  Porgy  exclaimed — 

"  No  !  no  !  Fordham  !  That  won't  do  !  Enough  !  If  Mrs. 
Bostwick  don't  know,  and  hasn't  seen,  how  should  the  little 
girl  1  But  I  have  some  questions  to  ask  you,  Dory,  and  you 
mu^t  answer  me. 

And  he  looked  into  her  eyes  with  a  look  which  taught  her 
that  there  was  no  snare,  no  danger. 

"  You  spin,  I  hear,  Dory,  and  weave,  and  knit,  and  sew,  and 
do  a  great  many  clever  things.  Now  I'm  in  great  want  of  scw- 
mg,  spinning,  weaving,  and  knitting.  I  want  woollen  cloth,  and 
cotton  cloth,  and  thread,  Dory,  and  a  gi*eat  supply  of  stockings. 
See  what  a  big  foot  I've  got — iwo  feet,  you  sec,  and  both  of 
them  are  in  great  straits  for  want  of  clotlung.  Will  you  knit 
for  mo.  Dory,  and  spin  for  me,  when  I  beg  you  1     I  shall  want 
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both  you  and  your  mother's  help  in  fitting  up  my  poor  establish- 
ment. I  am  no  longer  a  soldier ;  and  am  about  to  become  a 
planter  again,  and  you  know  what  a  planter  wants.  Now,  my 
dear,  to  begin  —  I  must  have  as  many  pair  of  stockings  as  mam- 
ma and  yourself  can  knit  for  me  between  this  and  July.  And  you 
must  let  me  pay  you  for  them  in  advance,  that  I  may  make 
sure  that  you  will  do  the  work.  Here,  take  this,  Dory,"  thrust- 
ing a  guinea  into  her  iiand,  **  and  here  is  a  kiss  by  way  of  seal 
to  the  contract." 

The  little  girl  took  the  money  without  a  word,  but  her  eyes 
instantly  filled  with  teai's,  and  she  sufifered  her  head  to  decline 
on  Porgy's  shoulder.  He  kissed  her  again,  and  put  her  down, 
and  she  immediately  walked  across  the  room  to  her  mother,  and 
laid  the  guinea  in  her  lap,  and  stood,  during  the  rest  of  the  visit, 
with  her  hand  leaning  on  her  mother's  chair.  The  good  woman 
was  loud  in  her  acknowledgments. 

"God  bless  you,  sir,"  she  said,  "you're  very  good  to  us. 
Dory  shall  work  for  you ;  she  kin  knit  jest  as  well  as  I." 

"  She  must  do  my  stockings,"  quoth  Porgy,  "  only  she.  Yon 
mus'n't  touch  them.  I  must  have  the  satisfaction,  when  I  wear 
them,  of  knowing  that  she  made  them.  I  shall  find  work  for 
you,  too,  Mi-s.  Bostwick.  You  shall  hear  from  me  when  I  want 
you.  Qood-by,  ma'am ;  you  are  a  good  woman,  and  ought  to 
be  more  comfortable  m  the  world.  Good-by,  Dory;  don't 
forget  me." 

The  child  came  up,  and  offered  him  her  hand,  which  he  took, 
then  stooping,  kissed  her  again,  took  a  respectfhl  leave  of  the 
mother,  and  led  the  way  out  of  the  house.  Fordham  followed, 
but  not  before  the  wife  of  the  squatter  contrived  to  say  :— 

"  Oh !  Mr.  Pordham,  tell  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  that  I'm  so  sorry  she 
was  robbed  and  troubled  on  the  road.     I'm  so  very  sorry." 

And  she  looked  as  if  she  felt  that  she  herself  was  greatly  to 
blame  in  the  matter;  thus  satisfying  the  shrewd  overseer  that 
she  was  well  aware  of,  or  at  least  suspected,  her  husband's  share 
in  the  transaction.  When  they  had  mounted  their  horses,  and 
were  out  of  hearing  of  the  house,  Pordham  said  to  l^otgy : — 

"  Ef  you  hadn't  stopped  me,  captain,  I  reckon  we'd  ha'  got 
out  o'  Dory  all  about  her  fkther's  coming,  ef  so  be  he  had  been 
there.'' 
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"  Yes/'  answered  Porgy,  "  or  she  would  have  been  niade  to 
lie  about  it,  and  would  thus  have  spoiled  the  prettiest  mouth  in 
the  world.  No !  no !  Fordhani.  We  must  not  demand  of  the 
child  the  evidence  against  the  parent.  I  was  not  unwilling  that 
you  should  ask  the  mother ;  though  afiter  the  tldng  was  begini, 
L  felt  that  there  wajs  a  degree  of  meanness  about  it,  which  made 
me  feel  a  little  ashamed.  Still  it  was  desirable  to  have  the 
truth,  and  the  wife  of  such  a  husband,  might  be  suppo8e4l  to  be 
somewhat  used  to  lying  for  him,  and  to  be  a  little  blunted  in 
hef  sensibilities.  But  that  child.  She  is  the  very  picture  of 
innocence  as  well  as  loveliness.  Isn't  it  a  wonderful  thing  that 
such  a  child  should  be  bora  to  such  parents.  How  strangely 
will  the  perfect  plant,  the  most  beautiful  flower,  exquisite  in 
excellence,  and  admirable  in  hues,  spring  up  on  the  common 
dunghill.  She  ought  to  be  plucked  from  it  with  all  haste,  and 
reared  in  a  garden  to  herself. 

Fordham  could  not  altogether  perceive  the  propriety  of 
Porgy 's  refinements.  He  thought  his  philosophy  a  little  too 
strained  for  common  use,  but  he  was  silenced  by  it  But  Porgy 
was  not  to  get  oflf  so  easily.  He  was  now  grappled  with  by  no 
less  a  person  than  his  sergeant,  Millhouse,  who,  sitting  on  horse- 
back, at  the  entrance,  throughout  the  interview,  had  been  a 
curious  but  silent  spectator  of  the  scene.  He  suddenly  turned 
upon  his  supeiior,  and  said : — 

**  Cappin,  you  gin  a  guinea  to  the  gal  to  make  you  stockings ! 
H  whole  guinea!" 

"  To  be  sure !     Well  I  what  of  it,  Millhouse  V 

"  Why,  Lord  love  you,  cappin,  that  ought  to  buy  stockings 
enough  for  a  regiment.  Why  four  shillings  would  git  you  as 
many  for  your  own  weai*,  as  would  last  you  from  now  to  Christ- 
mas." 

«  Very  likely,  Millhouse.  But,  in  trath,  I  did  not  give  the 
guinea  for  the  stockings.  I  gave  it  for  the  child  to  buy  her  own 
stockings,  if  need  be,  or  whatever  else  she  needs.  I  gave  it 
from  my  heart,  Millhouse,  and  not  from  my  pocket." 

'*  Oh  I  ay !  I  see  I     It  was  a  soit  of  charity  then,  cappin." 

**  Well,  I  suppose  you  may  call  it  so." 

"  Of  course,  there's  no  eend  to  the  supply  where  that  came 
"^m !     Lord  be  marcifiil  to  them  who  ain't  mai*clfiil  to  thein^ 
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selves !  You'll  want  all  of  them  gnineas  before  long.  But  I 
reckon  you've  had  jist  kicIi  a  dream  as  poor  'lisha  Dayton,  that 
8*an*ed  with  us  at  Georgetown,  and  was  killed  at  that  blasted 
fikrimuiage  at  Quinby,  where  we  lost  so  many  good  fellows." 

"  And  what  sort  of  dream  had  Elisha  V* 

"Why  you  see,  'Lislia  was  always  dreaming  of  good  luck 
und  finding  fortunes,  though  poor  fellow,  he  had  precious  small 
chances  of  luck  at  any  time  that  ever  I  heard  tell  of.  But 
when  we  were  at  camp  'pon  the  High  Hills,  he  somehow  got 
liold  of  a  pair  of  pi*etty  good  boots,  a  leetle  worn  only,  that  he 
tuk  from  a  British  ensign  that  he  brought  down  with  a  bullet 
on  a  scout.  The  boots  was  too  fine  for  'Lisha  to  wear,  so  he 
agreed  to  sell  them  to  Lieutenant  Withers  for  nine  shillings,  in 
the  raal  silver.  The  boots  were  worth  a  great  deal  moi*e,  but 
that  was  all  the  money  the  lieutenant  had,  and  there  was  nobody 
else  about  that  had  any.  So  'Lisha  'greed  to  take  the  nine 
shillings ;  and  with  that  money  jingling  in  his  pockets,  the  poor 
fellow  thought  he'd  got  the  world  itself  in  a  string,  and  the  two 
eends  of  the  string  both  in  his  own  fingers.  He  thought  ko 
much  about  it  that  he  was  constantly  dreaming  of  buried  money 
and  all  sorts  of  great  discoveries.  One  day  he  come  to  me ; 
says  he — 'Millhouse,  I've  had  the  same  dream  three  nights 
running.  It  must  be  true.  I'm  sure  on  it.  It's  of  a  great 
heap  of  money  buried  on  the  Block  House  Hill.  I  seed  the 
hill  in  my  dream,  and  the  very  trees,  jest  how  they  stand,  above 
the  place  where  the  money  lies.  I  wants  you  to  go  with  me 
and  git  it.'  Says  I,  *  I  don't  b'lieve  in  dreams.'  Says  he,  *  But 
this  is  a  true  one.  I'd  take  bible  oath  on  it,  I'm  sure.  And  ef 
you'll  go  with  me  and  help  dig,  and  let  nobody  else  know,  I'll 
give  you  a  whole  quarter  of  the  pile,  and  the  pile  is  a  mighty 
big  one.'  Says  I,  *  'Lisha,  them  dreams  is  only  making  a  great 
fool  of  you.'  And  then  he  swore,  and  he  was  so  sart'in  sure  of 
it,  and  he  begged  so  hard  with  me  to  go  and  help  him,  that  I 
concluded  to  go*;  but  says  I,  "Lisha,  as  I  tell  you,  I  don't 
blieve  in  dreams,  and  if  you'll  agree  to  give  me  them  nine 
shillings,  in  hand,  that  you're  a  jingling  in  your  pocket  now, 
I'll  give  up  the  quarter  that  you  offer  me  out  of  the  buried 
pile.'  When  he  heard  that,  he  was  a  l^cttlc  slow  to  answer. 
•  Then,'  says  T,  *  yon  don't  b'lieve  in  your  own  dreams  arter  all* 
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Then  he  swore  a  most  outrageous  big  oath,  and  he  said, '  It's  a 
bargain.'  So  I  made  him  give  up  the  shillings,  and  I  jingled 
'em  in  my  pockets  all  tlie  way  we  went ;  and  he  pushed  fora'd, 
pretty  fast  abead,  for  now  he  didn't  seem  to  like  the  soiuul  the 
shillings  made  when  they  were  in  my  pocket  and  not  his  own. 
We  had  both  of  us  pick  and  shovels,  and  sure  enough  lie  led 
'zactly  to  the  place  as  he  seed  it  in  bis  dream ;  and  the  'tanial 
fool  had  gone  there  before  mid»day  by  his  own  self.  *  Well,' 
says  I,  *  'Lisha,  where  sh/U  we  strike  V  *  Thar,'  said  he,  *  that's 
the  'zact  place.'  And  into  it  I  went  with  the  pick.  And  into 
it  he  went,  like  a  strong  man.  And  we  picked  the  eartli  loose, 
and  the  roots,  and  we  shovelled  and  threw  out  the  naked  yel- 
low clay,  jest  as  Grod  had  put  it  there,  maybe,  a  million  of  hun- 
dred years  before,  until  we  both  sweated  like  an  overaeer's  horso 
in  fly-time.  At  the  eend  of  two  of  the  longest  hours  I  ever 
know'd  in  my  life,  'Lisha  jumped  out  of  the  hole,  and  says  be 
with  a  laugh,  *  What  a  blasted  fool  I  am  to  b'lieve  in  a  d— d 
dream !'  *  So  you  are,'  says  I.  *  It's  no  use,'  «ays  he,  *  there's 
no  pile  to  share.  I  see  it  now.  And  so,  as  there's  no  treasure, 
Millhouse,'  says  he — the  bloody  fool!  —  'you  must  ^ve  me 
back  my  shillings.'  And  as  he  said,  I  jest  dropped  pick  and 
spade,  and  put  my  fingera  to  the  comer  of  my  eyes,  and  I  said, 
'  Look  here,  'Lisha,  ef  you  sees  gooseben-ies  any  where  in  them 
two  eyes.'  *  Why,'  says  he,  *  as  we  hain't  found  any  money, 
you  ain't  guine  to  keep  my  shillings  ?'  '  Ain't  I  then,'  says  I. 
'  The  speculation  in  the  dream,  was  your  own,  'Lisha,  and  I 
worked  only  for  the  sartainty  of  the  thing.  You  kin  keep  tlie 
pile  when  you  find  it,  but  I'll  keep  the  pile  I've  found  already ; 
and  I  confess  to  you,  'Lisha,  I'm  better  pleased  to  dig  for  my 

money  in  a  fool's  pocket,  than  in  the  side  of  a  d d  hard  clay 

hill  like  tliis !'  Lord  !  how  he  did  rip  and  tcai*,  curse  and  swear; 
but  'twant  no  use.  I  had  the  sliiUings,  and  he  soon  ramcd  that 
it  would  call  for  bigger  cm*ses  than  was  in  his  body,  to  draw  the 
shiners  out  of  my  pockets.  He  gin  it  up  at  last,  and  then  I 
said  to  him  *  you  ain't  fit  to  keep  money,  'lisha,  but  I  won't  be 
hard  upon  you.  Here's  thi'ee  of  your  shillings  back,  jest  enough 
for  you  to  jingle.  They'll  make  all  the  music  you  dcsai-ves  to 
hear." 
Ana,  at  the  close*  the  recollection  of  hisaehievemout  pi'omptod 
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a  glorious  burst  of  cacchination  from  the  throat  of  our  military 
flnancier. 

'*  A  good  story,  Millh:)use,  and  excellently  told,"  quoth  Porgy  ; 
•'  and,  pray,  how^  will  you  apply  it  to  our  present  poi-pose  V* 

**  Wliy,  easy  enough,  cappin  !  Don't  you  see,  ef  you've  got 
a  dream  like  *Lishe  Dayton,  of  a  pile  of  treasure  somewhar'  to 
be  got  only  for  the  diggin',  tVont  be  (treasonable  or  <wnght- 
eous,  if  you  let  me  jingle  in  my  pockets  the  rest  of  them  guineas 
in  your'n." 

"  Humph !"  muttered  Poi'gy ;  "  it  would,  peril aps,  be  just  as 
well,  Millhouse,  if  I  did ;  but,  with  your  permission,  1*11  wait 
for  the  dream.  Be  sure  of  this,  my  good  fellow,  that  while  you 
wield  pick  and  shovel,  in  getting  in  my  treasure,  you  shall  be 
quite  welcome  to  share  my  shillings,  nor  shall  I  envy  y^u  their 
jingle." 

"  Don't  I  know  that,  cappin  ?  'Taint  for  myself  I'm  a-speak- 
ing,  but  jest  for  you  and  your  gettings,  I'm  afeard  you'll  want 
every  guinea  that  you  waste." 

"Don't  mistake,  Millhouse.  I  waste  no  guineas.  When  I 
give  money,  it  is  only  that  I  may  get  a  good  interest  for  it. 
The  true  man,  Millhouse  does  not  live  by  money,  nor  by  that 
which  money  will  always  buy — bread  and  meat.  There  is  stil 
better  food  than  that  for  which  I  more  hunger ;  and  yet  I  know 
not  the  man  living  who  has  a  better  appetite  for  good  living  than 
myself." 

Fordham  had  been  a  quiet  listener  to  this  conversation,  and 
-seemingly  quite  an  interested  one,  but  he  now  arrested  it  by  re- 
curring to  what  had  been  one  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition — 
to  find,  if  possible,  the  route  which  the  outlaw  had  taken  who 
had  carried  off  the  horse. 

"  There's  no  tracks,"  said  he, "  about  the  cabin,  only  those  made 
by  our  own  horses.  I  reckon  he  hain't  been  to  see  his  family  on 
horseback;  though  I'm  thinking  his  old  woman  has  seed  him 
sence  the  attack  ytstcrday.  She  show'd  it  by  the  scare  we  gin 
her.  He's  not  gone  back  after  he  got  the  horse.  He's  too  'cute 
for  that.  We  shan't  see  him  back,  in  these  pai-ts,  I'm  a-thinking, 
till  its  all  pretty  much  blown  over." 

'  Stin  the  search  11^8  made.    The  party  traversed  the  region, 
'd^tejp-aM-Ae^vetiweii  whieh  it  was  postiUe  for  the  outlaw  to  pni- 
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sne,  assuming  him  to  have  steered  for  the  cottage.  Bat  tlioy 
found  no  traces.  And  this  was  no  vague  search.  Nobody,  who 
does  not  know  the  woodman  of  the  South,  can  conceive  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  eye  in  discovering  the  slightest  traces  upon  the 
ground,  or  through  the  forest,  of  the  objects  which  he  pursues. 
On  horseback,  at  a  smart  canter,  he  will  pull  up,  dismount,  arnl 
show  you  where  the  deer  or  turkey  has  gone  by,  perhaps  the 
night  before.  He  can,  with  very  great  approach  to  certainty, 
say  what  uiterval  has  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  the  prey.  His 
instincts  are  those  of  the  Indian.  Taught  in  the  same  school,  his 
eye  and  ear  are  wonderfully  keen,  quick,  and  discriminating. 
Knowing  the  qualities  of  our  woodmen,  the  report  of  Fordham, 
Frampton,  or  Millhouse,  on  matters  of  this  sort,  would  always  be 
quite  conclusive  to  our  captain  of  partisans.  But  it  was  sunset 
before  the  scouting  was  arrested.  A  little  after  that  period,  they 
i*eached  the  dwelling  of  Porgy,  and  Fordham  was  readily  per- 
suaded to  stay  to  supper. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

PLAY  AND  PAY. 


It  does  not  need  that  we  should  accompany  the  Squatter,  Bost 
wick,  on  his  course  to  and  along  the  Edisto,  pursuing  die  down- 
ward route  until  it  brought  him  within  sight  of  the  ocean.  Enough 
tliat  we  find  him  there  in  safety  after  a  little  interval  of  time. — 
But  there  was  one  adventure,  however,  which  occurred  to  him  on 
the  road,  and  within  seven  or  eight  miles  only  of  the  spot  where 
he  had  engliged  to  meet  with  M'Kewn,  and  to  bring  the  negroes 
and  the  papers,  should  he  prove  successful  in  his  attempt  upon 
the  cavalcade  of  the  widow  Eveleigh.  Stopping  at  a  hovel  on 
the  roadside,  for  refreshment,  he  was  surpiised  to  come  upon  the 
fellow,  Tony  Hines,  the  only  other  surviving  member  of  the  gang 
which  he  led  on  that  occasion.  Tony,  it  will  be  remembered,  bad 
succeeded  in  saving  himself,  when  pursued  by  Porgy  and  Cocpo 
ul  Millhouse,  by  taking  to  the  swamp  fastnestes  before  tha  two 
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partisans  had  got  within  striking  distance.  His  terrors  in  the 
flight  had  heen  such  as  to  prompt  him  to  such  desperate  efforts 
as  to  kill  his  horse;  when  he  resumed  farther  flight  on  foot,  never 
stopping  on  his  downward  route  until  it  hecame  physically  im- 
}»08sible  to  proceed  farther. 

Flight,  fatigue,  the  want  of  food,  and  perhaps  an  already 
diseased  condition  of  the  body,  had  resulted  in  a  burning  fever, 
and,  in  utter  exhaustion,  he  had  sought  shelter  and  succor  in  a 
cabin  whose  inmates  could  afford  but  little  of  either.  It  was 
here  that  Bostwick  found  him  stretched  on  a  miserable  pallet  of 
straw  in  a  state  of  extreme  suffering.  Physic  and  physicians 
were  not  to  be  had  in  that  sparsely-settled  region.  The  patient 
died  or  lived  according  to  tlie  strength  of  his  constitution,  or  the 
decree  of  Providence.  "Yairb  [herb]  tea,"  was  the  only  rem- 
edy of  the  poor  and  simple  population,  and  of  this  sylvan  rem- 
edy,  the  good  woman  of  the  hovel  was  willing  to  provide  any 
quantity,  and  did  pour  it  down  the  throat  of  the  sick  man,  till  he 
turned  from  her  wit|i  loathing;  and  he  hailed  the  appearance  of 
Bostwick  with  a  yell  of  delight,  as  it  seemed  to  promise  him 
what  the  old  people  had  denied — a  draught  of  cold  water.  Bost- 
wick would  have  supplied  him  from  the  bucket,  but  the  old  wo- 
man interposed  with  hands  and  tongue. 

**  It'll  be  the  death  of  him,  stranger.  It'll  check  the  perspira- 
tion, and  give  him  a  chill  to  kill  bim." 

"Let  my  old  woman  alone,"  quoth  the  husband;  "she  knows 
how  to  doctor  fever." 

And  the  squatter  withheld  the  beverage  from  the  burning  lips 
of  the  patient. 

'^But  what  m  the  world's  name  brought  you  here,  Tony?" 
Bostwick  curiously  demanded.  Bogues  are  naturally  suspicious 
of  each  other,  and,  finding  the  fugitive  directly  on  the  route  to 
the  secret  place  of  meeting  with  M*Kewn,  and  only  a  few  miles 
from  it,  the  squatter  began  to  conjecture  that  there  had  been 
some  connection  between  the  two,  which  had  been  withheld  from 
him.  —  M'Kewn,  so  far  as  he  knew,  had  never  seen  Tony.  He 
had  also  been  earnest  in  his  injunctions  to  keep  his  creatures  from 
all  knowledge  of  the  party  by  whom  he  had  been  employed. 
The  8qaatter,^ull7  assured  of  the  dishonest  a^d  deceitful  eharao- 
ter  of  M'JCewn,  n6w  strove  by  a  series  ot  circuitous- inquiries  tg 


•288  WOODCRAFT 

probe  the  fiigitive  outlaw,  and  it  was  onlj  after  a  Ibng  cKSs-eXam* 
inatiot),  carried  on  with  very  excellent  skill,  that  he  an-ivcd  at 
the  conclusion,  that  in  taking  the  route  which  he  had  ptrrsncd, 
Tony  had  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  throwing  as  much 
breadth  of  swamp  and  forest  hetween  himself  and  his  pursuers, 
as  was  possible,  and  that  he  really  knew  nothing  of  the  Scotch- 
man. 

Satisfied  finally  of  this,  the  squatter  promised  to  do  for  him 
what  he  could ;  to  try  and  procure  physic  and  assistance ;  and, 
commending  him  to  nature  and  the  old  people  who  sheltered 
him,  left  liim  to  the  chapter  of  accidents.  We  must  not  mippose 
that  he  abandoned  him  indifferently.  It  w«s  not  in  his  power, 
in  fact,  to  give  him  either  help  or  consolation.  Ho  knew  of  no 
remedies,  being  one  of  that  class  of  pei'sons  who  never  had  leisure 
for  sickness.  Nor,  even  if  succor  could  have  been  bought,  had 
he  the  means  in  money  for  the  purchase.  He  had  left  behind 
him,  in  his  cypress  hollow,  the  strong-box  of  Mrs.  Eveleigli,  with 
all  his  ilKgotten  treasure,  as  well  as  the  much-valued  paper.  A 
few  sliillings  sufficed  him  for  the  expenses  of  the  route,  and  he 
looked  for  the  replenishing  of  his  purse  to  the  meeting  with 
M'Kewn.  He  left  his  comrade  accordingly,  but  not  without 
pT'omising  to  bring  him  medicine  and  money  on  his  return,  which 
he  tbUl  him  would  not  be  long  delved.  When  ho  got  to  the 
place  appointed  for  his  meeting  with  M'Kewn,  the  latter  had  not 
yet  made  his  appeai*ance ;  but  he  was  soon  joined  by  Barton  and 
Drammond,  pei*sons  of  the  brotherhood,  who  acted  as  agents  for 
M*Kewn,  and  who  shareil  his  8)>oi]s.  They  reported  tlie  trans- 
port  sloop  to  be  in  waiting,  standing  off  and  on,  and  to  be  brought 
ill,  in  a  couplb  of  hours,  by  a  i^gna!  which  had  been  agreed  on 
with  the  captain. 

**But  whero's  the  niggers,  Bostwickf*  demanded  Drtimmoiid. 
"  Niggers  ?" 

••Yes;  M'Kewn  expected  you  to  bring  down  fifteen  or  twenty  .'• 
"M*Kewii  expects  otlier  men  to  do  things  he  kaint  do  himself.*^ 
"Why,  that's  pretty  much  the  way  with  most  people.    But 
have  you  got  any  ?" 

.  "Well,  we  must  talk  over  them  things  another  time.  I  must 
dtfl*  And  drink  now.  •  T-m  a'most  famished,  f  hailtt^  KiyJ  a^nleben't 
BiotttliW -of -anything  ftn- f^irpe  davi****'  ••  *     • 
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"The  devil !  Well,  we  can  provide  you.  We're  well  off  h«re. 
Pl^ity  of  tbe  good  $taif — raal  Jamaica,  and  as  mwAk  gprub  as 
woQld  feed  a  regiment.    Iiet'jB  be  off  to  tlie  easlle." 

"Oastler' 

''Ay,  what  you  may  call  a  castle,  it's  ao  hard  to  be  got  at;  bnt 
if  yon  look  ior  anything  better  than  a  canvass  tent,  in  a  deep 
swamp,  you're  dreaming  to  no  purpose.  Gome  along.  Barton 
will  stay  here  and  meet  M'Kewn,  and  bring  him  along.  He'll 
be  here  after  nightfnU." 

Dmmmond,  one  of  the  confederates,  was  the  speaker,  and  ho 
led  the  way,  on  foot,  to  his  swamp  caatle,  which  lay  deeply  im- 
bedded in  tangled  thickets  nei^r  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Edisto. 
— Bostwick  kept  on  horseback  as  long  as  he  could.  A  few 
minutes  riding  lost  them  the  cool,  fi»8b  breezes  of  the  sea.  8oon, 
they  were  buried  in  a  dense  i«gion  in  which  the  air  seemed  to 
sleep  like  a  lake  in  the  hollows  of  the  mountains.  But  the 
change  was  not  a  disagieeable  one  at  that  season  of  the  year. 
In  a  little  while,  ignorant  of  the  loc^ty,  you  would  have  fancied 
yourself  anywhere  bui;  near  the  ocean,  all  was  so  still,  so  utterly 
confined  and  shut  in,  and  with  the  horison  within  finger-reach. 
A  blind  path  showed  the  way  imperfectly,  winding  circuitously 
through  lagune  and  thicket.  At  length,  the  two  ascended  a 
shght  elevation,  and,  through  the  shrubbery,  Bostwick  caught 
glimpses  of  the  dingy  canvass  which  formed  the  tent  of  the  con- 
federates. They  were  now  within  the  walls  of  '^the  castle;"  a 
castle,  indeed,  of  a  magnificence  such  as  the  works  of  art,  in  the 
hands  of  man,  has  never  yet  displayed.  The  bank  upon  which 
the  tent  stood  was  crowned  with  aged  oaks,  that  spread  them- 
selves out  like  great  green  canopies,  covering  all  within  their 
reach,  their  white  beards  trailing  to  the  earth,  or  swe^ing  in  the 
wind,  like  those  of  the  Druid  Bards,  howling  their  songs  of  hate 
ami  death  in  the  ears  of  the  tyrant  Edward,  as  described  iu  tlie 
much  undervalued  ode  of  Gray — a  producticm  very  fnr  superior, 
la  all  poetic  respects,  to  the  over-lauded  elegy  of  the  same 
writer.  Our  live  oaks  are  certainly  patriarchal  presences  when 
we  find  tlitm  of  an  age  beyond  the  memory  of  man.  These,  iu 
the  castled  keep  of  our  conloderates,  almost  within  siglit  of  the 
ocean,  Mid  within  the  influence  of  its  salt  atmosphere,  would  have 
thcoiQi  into  comparative  indpiifioanoe,  tiie  **  castled  en^rs  nf 
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DrachenfeH's,"  placed  in  close  neighborhood  with  them.  But 
they  were  not  alone.  If  the  oak  is  the  Druid  priest,  the  ancient 
patriarch,  the  Magnolia  is  the  crowned  king  of  the  forest.  There 
were  three  of  these  sovereign  forms  within  thirty  feet  of  each 
;>ther,  and  alternating  among  the  oaks,  on  the  bank  where  the 
lent  of  the  outlaws — ^for  such,  in  fact,  they  were — had  been 
1-nised.  Not  one  of  these  trees  was  less  than  a  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  in  height,  their  great  shafts  rising  up  like  cohimns, 
straight  as  an  arrow,  and  baie  of  foliage  for  more  than  a  hundred 
feet,  then  swelling  into  a  mighty  crown  of  green,  darkly  bright, 
which  the  hands  of  May  would  enliven,  not  enrich,  with  the  purest 
of  her  great  white  flowers.  Myrtle  and  cane,  the  honeysuckle 
and  jessamine,  and  dog- wood,  not  yet  in  bloom,  or  even  brighten- 
ing, grew,  and  were  gladdened  in  the  shadow  of  these  protecting 
potentates ;  while  the  billows  of  the  sea,  at  the  height  of  the  tide, 
wound  in  among  the  creeks,  and  freshened  the  hollows,  even  to 
the  roota  of  these  princes  of  the  forest,  whom  they  were  insidi- 
ously to  undermine  in  season. 

But  the  squatter  had  no  eye  for  these  objects.  With  him,  as 
with  most  of  the  ignorant,  a  tree  is  a  tree  only ;  and  in  a  re^on 
which  boasts  of  such  a  wilderness  of  trees,  the  most  noble  is  but 
little  valued — is  cut  down  and  cast  into  the  fii'e  without  remorse 
on  the  smallest  occasion.  Bostwick  regarded  the  natural  aspects 
of  the  spot  only  with  refei*ence  to  their  uses  for  the  shelter  of  the 
fogitive.  He  was  not  insensible  to  this  feature  of  the  *  castle.' — 
But  the  tent  and  what  it  contained  more  certainly  appealed  to 
his  tastes.  He  was  conducted  into  it  by  Drummond.  Here  they 
found  an  old  negro  woman,  a  withered  crone  of  sixty,  who  ap- 
peared to  busy  herself  in  cleaning  pots  and  rinsing  kettles.  Of 
these  utensils  there  may  have  been  half-a-dozen  strewed  about. 
There  was  no  table,  or  chair,  or  bed  in  the  tent,  but  one  or  two 
boxes,  and  a  pile  of  cloaks  and  blankets,  served  to  show  how  the 
inmates  garmented  themselves  for  sleeping.  A  capacious  jug 
was  visible,  standing  on  the  ground,  which  Drummond  bude  tlie 
old  woman  replenish  with  fresh  water.  A  neighboring  spring 
enabled  her  to  do  this  in  a  few  seconds,  for  the  woman  was  brisk 
though  old,  and  moved  about  with  very  juvenile  celerity. 
Whether  through  love  or  terror,  her  rulers  had  taught  her  equal 
docility  and  activity.  When  she  returned  with  the  water.  Drum* 
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mond  threw  open  the  hox,  and  revealed  several  huge  sqnare 
hottles  of  Jamaica, — the  great  liquor  of  the  low  country  during 
this  period,  and  for  a  goodly  time  after. 

To  drink,  was  a  thing  of  course.  It  was  the  initiatory  process 
in  those  days  of  all  society,  high  and  low,  of  the  palace  and  tlio 
hovel.  Bostwick  enjoyed  the  double  advantage  of  an  incorrigible 
bead  and  an  eager  taste.  He  was  one  not  eaaly  satisfied,  and 
not  easOy  suffering.  Drummond  was  by  no  means  a  milk-sop 
either,  and  the  draught  was  repeated  no  less  than  three  times  in 
the  half  hour  which  the  two  employed,  cast  upon  the  earth,  and 
chatting  together,  we  may  suppose,  of  the  joys  of  knaveiy,  and 
the  luxury  of  sin.  After  a  while,  Barton  made  his  appearance, 
just  about  dark.  He  was  followed  by  a  couple  of  sailors  bring- 
ing in  fish.  Oandles  were  lighted  within  the  tent,  and  a  fire  was 
kindled  without.  Around  this,  the  woman  proceeded  to  prepare 
supper. 

"  I  wonder  what  keeps  M'Kewn  ?"  queried  Bostwick. 

"Oh!  he'll  be  here  dii-ectly.  Taint  time  for  him  yet.  But 
let's  be  doing  something  till  supper  is  ready." 

"Well,  I'm  consenting,  "replied  Bostwick,  readily  comprehend- 
ing what  the  something  meant.     "  Hev'  you  any  hooks  V* 

Books  meant  cards  in  the  vernacular  of  the  forest. 

**We*d  be  without  our  salvation  if  we  hadn't,"  was  the  answer 
of  Barton.  Drummond,  meanwhile,  pulled  out  from  the  fathom- 
less bowels  of  the  box,  a  paper  containing  several  well-tlnimbed 
packs.' 

It  is  curious  that  all  primitive  periods,  in  all  countries,  are  dis- 
tinguished by  the  passions  for  gaming  and  drinking,  and  by  such 
xa  degree  of  invention  as  will  enable  men  to  gratify  both.  The 
fact  illustrates  the  necessity  of  the  race  for  mental  exercise,  and 
for  the  excitement  of  the  nervous  system.  And  this  is  in  what 
we  vulgarly  and  ignorantly  call  a  state  of  nature,  as  if  man,  who 
is  fl  bom  creature  of  art,  ever  knew  such  a  condition,  in  the 
sense  in  which  nature  is  commonly  understood.  But  we  must 
not  philosophize,  having  to  deal  with  our  present  company. 

"What  shall  be  the  marks  V*  demanded  Drummond,  throwing 
himself  down  beside  th6  two,  and  spreading  the  cards  before  them. 

"  Ontell  I  see  M'Kewn,  and  git  some  money,  I  shill  have  to 
run  upon  mighty  small  marks,  I  tell  you,"  was  Bostwick's  an- 
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Bwer,  drawing  forth  the  few  Bhilluigs  that  remained  in  his  pocket, 
and  detaching  a  single  one  from  the  rest. 
"  Well,  it  is  a  small  p*int,"  quoth  Barton. 

"  But  when  a  man  kaint  run,  you  must  let  him  walk,''  an- 
swered Bostwick,  taking  up  the  cards  and  proceeding  to  shuffle. 
The  other  two  put  up  their  shillings.  In  those  days  the  moral 
and  philosophical  games  of  hrag  and  poker,  now  the  favorites 
where  the  shillings  are  forthcoming,  were  not  known  among  the 
people.  It  had  not  then  been  reduced  to  a  science,  the  study 
of  one's  moods  at  play — a  study  upon  which  success  at  Brag 
and  Poker  so  much  depends.  The  ordinary  game  with  the 
•*  little  dogs,"  was  one  still  known  and  still  reasonably  practisAd 
among  this  class  under  the  severjil  names  of  old-sledge,  seven- 
up,  all-fours,  &c.;  and  on  the  present  occasion  it  was  adopted 
tacitly,  not  a  word  beii^  said  to  decide  the  point  on  either  hand. 
The  squntter,  like  most  of  his  class,  was  an  adept  at  this  play ; 
not  only  knew  the  game  well,  but  had  little  adroitnesses  which 
increased  the  science^  and  sometimes  remedied  the  deficiendes 
of  fortune.  He  could  make  the  ti-ump,  and  cut  the  jack — when 
not  too  impertinently  watched  —  almost  at  liis  pleasure.  The 
only  qualification  to  this  meiit,  was  in  the  fact  that  it  was  shared 
in  pretty  nearly  the  same  degree,  by  his  associates.  They  were 
well  matched,  and,  this  being  the  case,  but  little,  room  was  left 
to  either  fo  ^;/t/y  the  knave,  out  of  his  turn.  They  were  in  the 
midst  of  the  play  when  M'Kewn  entered. 

"I'm  mighty  glad  you've  come,  M*Kewn,"  was  the  abrupt 
and  somewhat  irreverent  address  of  the  squatter,  **  es  I'm  jest  in 
want  of  the  shillings.  These  chaps  here  hev'  pi^tty  nigh 
dreaned  me  of  all  I  had." 

"  And  a  small  all  at  that,"  laughed  Drummond. 

"  A  man's  aU  is  enough  for  him  to  lose  at  any  time,"  muttered 
the  squatter,  as  Dmmmond  took  up  his  last  slulling.  "  I'm  a- 
looking  to  you,  M'Kewn  ?" — and  he  extended  his  open  palnu 
His  manner  was  such  as  to  impress  the  Scotchman  with  the  no- 
tion that  his  more  important  game  had  been  successful ;  and^ 
though  the  familiarity  of  the  squatter  had  now  began  to  grate 
upon  his  sense  of  the  more  dignified  position  to  which  he  wa« 
rising  in  the  world,  he  yet,  with  a  good-natured  sarcasm,  hand* 
lug  him  some  money  as  he  sppke,  replied — 
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'*  I  sliould  K^e  to  know,  Bostwick,  wlien  yoiiHl  cease  to  look 
10  me  V* 

"  Well,there*8iio  knowing;  when  I've  done  with  you  I  reckon." 

"  Or  I  with  you,"  responded  the  other,  soUo  voce ;  and  the 
look  which  spoke  to  the  s({uatter  at  the  same  time,  seemed  to 
day  that  there  should  he  no  long  delay  in  cutting  the  connection, 
tlie  present  affairs  heing  finally  adjusted.  Bostwiek  grinned. 
The  parties  knew  one  another  and  were  ftiirly  matched. 

"Why,  what's  this, * M*Kewn  1"  growled  the  squatter,  as  he 
looked  at  the  handful  of  coin,  which  the  former  had  given  him. 
"Nothing  hut  silver,  and  pretty  much  shillingR  and  sixpences  all." 

"  What  would  you  have,  man  1    You're  betting  shillings  only." 

«*  Tliat's  only  bekase  I  had  nothing  better,  and  I  must  make 
up  my  losses  by  tall  betting.     Give  us  some  gould,  kain't  yon !" 

The  humor  of  the  request  did  not  neem  favorably  to  impress 
H'Kewn ;  but  it  was  one  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  combat 
openly  at  present.  Nay,  the  veiy  confidence  with  which  the 
application  was  made,  seemed  to  say — I  know  how  largely  you 
owe  me  for  my  services. —  He  handed  the  squatter  thrae  guineas. 

"  'Twont  do,  now,  M'Kewn.  Make  it  ten.  Don!t  he  split- 
ting the  hoecake  too  thin." 

•*  Wiut  tiH  you  lose  them  before  you  ai»k  for  more." 

"  But  I  ain't  a-guine  to  lose  'em ;  and  its  bekase  I'm  gaine  to 
win  now,  that  I  want  to  go  to  tall  betting. — There !"  said  he  to 
Drnmmond  and  Barton,  and  clapping  down  the  handful  of  small 
silver  that  he  had  received  from  M'Kewn,  "  plank  down  agin 
the  heap,  both  on  you." 

The  money  was  counted,  and  each  of  the  challenged  parties 
faced  it  with  a  like  sum.  M'Kewn,  gazmg  on  the  squatter, 
could  not  keep  from  showing,  in  his  face,  the  feeling  of  scorn 
and  disgust  which  he  entertained  for  him.  The  latter  saw  the 
exfnressioB  of  his  countenance,  and  read  its  Aill  meaning.  His 
own  glance,  in  reply,  was  one  of  mixed  bitterness  and  derision. 
The  play,  meanwliile  went  on.  The  piiiiies  played  as  uncon- 
cernedly as  if  nothing  were  at  stake.  Practice  had  indurated 
them.  Barton  was  drowsy,  to  all  appearance,  but  keenly  vigi- 
lant. DnuBmond  was  gay  and  gnrrulous,  Jbut  not  a  pouit  of  the 
ipma  escaped  him ;  while  the  squatter*  jieemingly.  re^Wet l  and 
.ind^Gmnt  at  th#  same  time,  was,  s«riyin|^  tc^  biaself;  '*  Thufie 
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skunks  would  steal  the  eyes  out  of  a  body's  bead  if  he'd  let  'em. 
But  I  knows  'em."  M'Kewn  seated  bimself  upon  the  chest,  and 
gased  upon  the  three  in  sO^ice.  In  a  few  minutes  Druromond 
cried  out — 

"  Seven  up !  That's  into  you,  Bost !"  and  be  raked  up  the 
two  piles  with  the  coolness  of  one  spooning  up  his  uncooled 
broth.  The  action  was  followed  by  the  squatter  casting  down 
the  three  gold  pieces  which  he  had  just  got  from  M'Kewn.  The 
latter  stalled  up. 

"  What !"  cried  he,  "  you  don't  mean  to  stake  the  three  upon 
the  game  1" 

"  Why  not,  Squar  ?"  answered  the  squatter. 

*'  The  devil !  And  you  expect  my  pockets  to  keep  you  sup- 
pUed  ?" 

*'  In  course  !"  was  the  cool  rejoinder. 

The  Scotchman  jumped  up,  hunied  to  the  entrance  of  the 
tent,  walked  out,  was  gone  a  moment,  then  returned  and  took 
his  seat  upon  the  chest.  It  was  not  long  before  Barton  gathered 
up  the  stakes. 

**  Luck's  ag'in  me,"  quoth  Bostwick,  "  but  every  road  I  ever 
seed  has  a  turn  somewhere.    I  must  hev'  the  guineas,  M'Kewn." 

And,  without  looking  round,  he  extended  his  open  palm  to 
the  person  he  addressed. 


CHAPTER   XXXVII. 

BRBWAGB  OF   BITTER   BEVERAGE   AMONG   THE  BRETHREN. 

M'Kewn  Started  to  his  feet. 

**  What,  the  devil  V*  he  exclaimed,  **  do  you  suppose  Pm  made 
out  of  gold !" 

"  If  you  was,  how  I  should  like  the  k'ining  of  you,"  respond- 
ed the  squatter  with  a  rare  coolness. 

'*  Hark  ye,  Bostwick,  do  you  mean  that  I'm  to  find  you  guin- 
eas for  you  to  stake  by  the  handful  on  a  rascally  game  of  cards  T* 

'*'  In  ooturse !  But  old-sledge  ain't  a  rascally  game,  M*Kewm 
It's  Q  tnighty  fine  giune,  I  toll  you«  and  takes  a  mighty  smart 
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•ort  of  person  to  play  it  now.  I  i-eckon,  ef  so  be  luck  wasn't 
always  agin  me,  I  conld  beat  you  from  Monday  morning  to 
Sunday  night,  and  never  stop  once  to  pray.  Fork  over  now, 
sensible,  M'Kewn,  and  don't  keep  the  boys  waiting.  Five 
guineas  will  do." 

*•  I  must  see  you  first." 

"  Oh !  there's  no  seeing  about  it.  I'm  here.  You  see  me,  I 
reckon.  I'm  alive  and  kicking — pretty  sprigh  too,  all  things 
considerent.  I've  been  a-workmg  in  youi* business;  that's  enough. 
Hand  up  the  goidd,  and  shet  up." 

M'Kewn  seemed  disposed  to  show  obduracy.  He  rose  and 
again  sat  down,  and,  all  the  while,  the  hand  of  the  squatter  was 
stretclied  out  before  him,  the  fingers  working  toward  the  palm. 
Bostwick  was  playing  more  games  than  one.  It  was  with  the 
most  desperate  reluctance  that  M'Kewn  conceded  the  demand, 
and  flung  down  five  pieces  of  gold  upon  tlie  ground  between  the 
players. 

**Let  it  lie  thar',"  quoth  Bostwick,  "  and  kiver  it,  boys,  if  you 
dare!" 

M*Kewn  started  up,  almost  furious. 

"Bostwick,  I  warn  you." 

"  Oh !  warn  be  d — — d !     I  know's  what  I'm  about,  M*Kewn.  * 
It's  my  money  now,  and  I've  the  right  to  use  it  jest  as  I  chooses. 
Are  you  down,  honeys  ?" 

"Faced,  full  point,  Bost,"  answered  Drummond.  And  fifteen 
guineas  formed  the  pile.  M'Kewn  tried  to  look  on,  but  couldn't 
endure  it  long.  He  darted  up,  and  sallied  out  of  the  tent.  When 
he  returned,  tbe  whole  pile  belonged  to  the  squatter,  and  his  op- 
ponents were  compelled  to  plead  for  a  mitigation  of  stakes.  The 
stakes  were  now  of  silver. 

"It  feels  so  mean  !"  quoth  the  squatter,  "to  git  back  to  white 
money,  af^  ye've  had  sich  a  pleasant  feel  of  the  yallow.  Bui 
I'm  agreeable  to  anything." 

And  he  dealt  out  the  cards,  threw  up  a  knave,  and  ran  out  the 
game  in  a  ji%^>  gathering  up  the  sixpences  with  tlie  air  of  a  man 
who  is  half  disposed  to  regard  the  act  as  more  troublesome  than 
compensative.  A  stop  was  put  to  the  game  by  a  call  to  supper. 
Bnppoae  this  performance  to  be  achieved,  and  the  parties  satis- 
iodv  aitd  the  ^inft  removed. 
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"  Well,  honeys,"  s&iA  the  squatter,  with  still  increasing  audacity, 
"whenever  the  feeling  of  old-sledge  comes  strong  npon  you, 
I'm  the  man  to  say,  h'ist  away !  I  don't  want  to  he  carrying 
off  your  gottld  chickens,  ef  you're  the  men  to  caU  'em  back  to 
the  old  roost." 

"  Work  before  play,"  interposed  M'Kewn.  "  We've  got  some- 
thing  to  do,  I  think,  and  the  sooner  we  set  about  it  the  better." 

"Well !  I  don't  know  what  y^m've  got  to  do,  M'Kewn,"  cool- 
ly rejoined  the  squatter,  "but  ef  you  hev'  anything  on  hand  to 
trouble  you,  the  sooner  you  get  at  it,  the  better.  But  my  work's 
done  for  this  time,  I  reckon,  and  I'll  play  tell  all  splits,— ontell 
I  kin  get  another  job  that's  profitable." 

"You  forget,  you  have  not-made  your  report  about  the  last 
job.  You  want  your  pay  without  performance.  But  you  don't 
get  another  stiver  from  mo  until  I  know  what's  been  done.  I 
must  be  satisfied." 

•  "And  so  you  shtll,  soon  enough,  ef  anything  kin  satisfy  y<m. 
But  there's  time  enough.  Let  us  play  awhile.  I'm  in  for  luck 
now,  and  I  ain't  guine  to  lose  the  chance." 

"  Let  him  git  rid  of  his  guinean,  M'Ketm,"  quoth  Dmmmond. 
"  They  bum  in  his  pocket.  He  won't  be  easy  till  he  empties 
it." 

"  And  then  he'll  not  be  easy  till  he  fills  it  again,"  answered 
M'Kewn  angrily.     "  Don't  I  know  him  1" 

"£f  you  does,  you  knows  a  man  that,  when  he's  done  his 
work,  must  hev'  his  rest,"  answered  the  squatter,  with  an  air  of 
savage  doggedness.  "  Look  fon,  M'Kewn,  when  you  knows  all, 
you'll  wonder  I  ain't  a  tiger,  or,  it  mout  be,  some  woTier  wild 
beast  than  that" 

"Eh !"  exclaimed  M'Kewn,  with  a  stare. 

"Yes!  You  may  say  'ebi*and  look  wild.  But  I've  seed 
sights  to  make  a  man  think  of  hell,  and  worse  places." 

"Gome  out  with  me,  Bostwick,  and  tell  me  all !" 

"  I  ain't  guine  to  talk  about  it  'tell  I'm  ready.  Wait  awhile. — 
Let's  play, — all  of  us." 

"  Play  1"  said  M'Ke wn.     "  I'm  in  no  humor  for  play." 

**En  I'm  in  no  humor  for  work,"  retorted  the  squatter. 

"We'll  pUy  awhile,"  said  Dmmmond  to  M'Kewn,  witban  «p« 
pealing  look ;  at  the  same  time,  tumagtotha  ehgst>  hemotioaed 
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M'KavTO  io  ri«e»  And  drew  from  it  a  li«ge  black  bottle  ef  Jamaica. 
^A  drink  all  round  before  we  plaj." 

"  I'm  iigreeabie  to  that  !'*  answered  tbe  nqnatter ;  .and  the  cup6 
wore  filled  in  a  twinkling.  Bostwick  drained  the  fiery  liquid  in 
its  native  state,  disdaining  the  qualifying  aid  of  water.  All  drank* 
M*£ewn  barely  tasting  the  beverage.  His  one  vii*tne  of  sobriety, 
by  the  way,  served  to  increase  greatly  the  potency  of  his  vices. 
— He  ^U  ^used  to  play,  but  sat  down  sullenly  observing  ^e 
others. 

"  Vm  fax  9nall  points,'*  said  Barton,  putting  up  a  single  guinea. 
"  I'll  not  drain  my  pockets  In  one  Smg  to  pleasure  any  man." 

"  Beared !"  grinned  the  squatter. 

"  Well,  a  man  might  jest  as  well  be,  dealing  with  such  a  bom 
devil  for  gambling  as  you,  Bostwick." 

The  squatter's  self-esteem  was  gratified.  He  gave  a  chuckle ; 
and,  hauling  out  all  his  guineas,  raised  tliem  in  a  pile  beside  him. 
One  of  them  was  put  up  to  suit  the  resources  of  his  comi-ades. 
They  played.  Luck  still  attended  him  ;  and  he  was  the  winner 
of  game  after  game,  until,  at  a  significant  glance  from  M'Kewn, 
Dmmmond  and  Barton  both  declared  tliemselves  penniless. 

"  Git  more !"  roared  the  squatter.  "  Borrow !  Thar's  M*Kewn.' 

"  I  don't  lend  a  penny  !"  shouted  the  Scotchman. 

"  And  I  won't  bwTow,"  said  Drummond,  governed  by  the  evi- 
dent wislies  of  M'Kewn,  rather  than  by  any  scruples  of  his  own. 

"  Nor  I !"  echoed  Barton.  "  It's  only  to  lose.  You've  sold 
your  soul  to  the  devil,  Bostwick." 

"  And  a  devilish  bad  bargain  the  devil  has  made  of  it,"  mut- 
tered M'Kewn,  "  if  he  gave  five  shillings  for  the  stufil." 

"  I  reckon  that's  jest  the  price  you  put  on  your  own  soul,  M*- 
Kewn,"  was  the  sarcasm  of  the  squatter ;  and,  growing  more  au- 
dacious, he  added,  ''  and  ef  old  Satan  be  the  cunning  chap  that 
poc^e  thinks  him,  he'd  not  be  apt  to  buy  it  at  any  price.  It'll 
come^to  him  some  day,  of  its  own  free  will,  at  no  cost  at  nil." 

M*Kewn  looked  more  and  more  savage.  His  face  had  actually 
grown  livid  as  he  listened  to  the  increasing  insolence  of  tlie 
squatter.  Hitherto,  the  creature,  though  apt  sometimes  to  say 
an  impertinent  thing,  had  never  shown  any  such  consistent  pur- 
pose of  doing  so.  M'Kewn  could  only  account  for  it,  by  sup- 
nosing  such  a  degree  of  success,  on  the  pait  of  tbe  squatter,  in 
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bis  late  operationn,  as  had  stimulated  his  amour  propre  to  a  degree 
even  beyond  the  control  of  his  fears  or  judgment.  This  being 
the  case,  M'Kewn  was  willing  to  tolerate  a  great  deal ;  but  his 
pride  chafed  greatly  at  the  necessity  of  doing  so,  and  what  was 
contempt  before,  in  the  feeling  which  he  entertained  for  the 
miserable  wretch  whom  his  cupidity  had  employed,  was  rising 
absolutely  into  a  sentiment  of  hatred.  Unconsciously,  vague 
purpose^s  of  resentment  and  revenge  were  beginning  to  work  into 
his  mind,  to  ripen  into  performances  as  soon  as  occasion  should 
offer  opportunity  for  their  due  exercise.  Either  Bostwick  did 
not  suspect  the  feeling  he  inspired,  or  was  regardless  of  it.  He 
continued  to  play  the  reckless  insolent ;  cool,  savage,  scornful  and 
satirical  in  all  that  he  said,  as  far  as  it  lay  within  his  capacity  to 
be  so.  And,  with  all  his  vulgarity  and  his  educational  inferiority, 
he  was  still  capable  of  making  himself  felt.  That  he  should 
presume  at  all,  was  a  sufficient  cause  of  offence  to  M'Kewn, 
whose  social  pride  was  growing  in  due  degree  with  the  acquisi- 
tion of  wealth. 

Bostwick,  stimulated  by  a  sudden  and  unusual  run  of  luck,  was 
vexed  at  being  arrested  in  it.  He  was  acute  enough  to  couple 
the  refusal  of  Drummond  and  Barton  to  play  any  longer,  with 
the  obvious  wish  of  M'Kewn,  and  he  so  expressed  himself  as  to 
make  the  parties  understand  that  he  saw  through  them  all.  He 
knew  that  Drummond  and  Barton  had  money  enough  for  play, 
and  felt  sure  that,  if  they  had  not,  and  desired  it,  they  could 
command,  with  even  more  facility  than  himself,  the  requisite 
loans  from  the  Scotchman. 

"  Well,"  said  he,  looking  round  him  with  a  scorn  that  might 
be  really  entertained — "Well,  I'm  about  as  poor  a  dog  as  ever 
gnaw'd  a  bone ;  but,  by  Jiminy  !  I'm  not  so  poor  a  dog  as  to 
let  any  man  say  whether  I  shtll  bark  or  not,  jest  as  it  pleased 
him !  — No !  Ef  I'm  to  hev'  a  master,  I'll  choose  one  that'll  let 
me  run  or  sleep  when  I  wants  to,  and  not  rout  me  up  because  it 
suits  him  only,  and  set  me  to  barking  ag'in,  when  I've  lost  all 
tongue  a'ready  in  a  long  day's  hunt.  In  some  things,  I  knows 
I'm  worse  than  a  nigger,  but  bad  as  ^I  am,  I  reckon  I'll  never 
let  any  man  put  his  collar  round  my  neck." 

"  And  who  does  that  t*'  demanded  Barton  and  Drummond  in 
a  breatli. 
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"  Why,  you,  both  on  you.  You  aint  half  a  man  between  you. 
Here  I  knows  you  both  wants  to  play,  and  will  take  to  cards  as 
an  old  sarpent  to  a  young  frog :  but,  jest  because  M'Kewn  here 
has  given  you  a  look  out  of  his  gimblet  eyes,  you  shet  up,  and 
put  on  a  righteous  face,  and  swear  agin  your  very  souls,  that 
you're  tired  and  don't  want  to  play,  and  hain't  got  any  more 
money,  and  I  don't  know  what  other  'senses.  That  aint  being 
a  man  and  a  gentleman,  any  way.  It's  more  like  being  a  dog 
and  a  slave,  I  say  I" 

"  Don't  you  call  me  a  dog  and  a  slave,  Bostwick,  or  I'll  hurt 
you !"  growled  Barton.    Drummoud  only  laughed  merrily. 

"  Hurt  will'  you  ?  Who's  afear'd  1  You're  barking  up  the 
wrong  tree.  Barton,  if  you  thinks  to  scare  me  with  your  tongue. 
I  could  take  the  starch  out  of  your  jacket  any  day  in  three  min- 
utes, ef  you  wants  to  try." 

"  Pshaw !"  put  in  M'Kewn,  "  no  more  of  this !  Be  still,  Bar- 
ton ;  and  you,  Bostwick,  don't  be  a  fool  1  If  you're  fool  enough 
to  play  together,  and  gamble  away  your  money  when  you  ought 
both  to  be  earning  it,  at  least  don't  be  such  fools  as  to  quarrel 
when  your  profits  can  only  grow  from  your  working  together. 
You,  Barton,  set  o£f,  and  see  about  the  schooner.  The  tide 
serves,  and  she's  either  up  or  coming.  Bee  to  her,  and  make 
stowage  of  what  you've  got,  and  that's  a  matter  about  which  we 
must  talk  together,  Bostwick.  You,  Dmmmond,  go  with  Bar- 
ton, and  see  that  everything's  right." 

The  two  rose  without  a  word.     The  squatty  then  — 

"  Well,  ef  we're  to  hev'  a  talk  of  it,  jest  you  put  out  the  Ja- 
maica, Drummond,  that  we  shan't  hev'  a  dry  time  of  it.  J^'Kewn 
is  mighty  apt  to  git  thirsty  when  he  talks  of  business,  and  I 
work  so  hard  to  listen  that  it  makes  my  throat  mighty  diy  too. 
Heave  out  the  liquor,  will  you  ?" 

"  Plenty's  the  word,"  answered  Drummond,  doing  as  he  had 
been  asked.  The  portly  black  bottle,  square  and  capacious, 
was  put  within  reach.  The  negro  woman  just  then  brought  in 
a  bucket  of  water  from  the  spring.  She  was  dismissed,  and 
Dmmmond  and  Barton  soon  disappeared^  leaving  the  squatter 
and  his  employer  in  sole  possession  of  the  tent 

II* 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

BLOOD   MONEY. 

ScAKcuLY  had  the  other  parties  all  disappeai^ed,  when  M'Kewn 
began— 

"  I  don't  know  what  to  make  of  your  conduct,  Bostwick,  to- 
night. It's  rather  unusual,  I  must  say,  and  quite  different  from 
what,  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  expect.  You  have  treated  me 
pretty  much  as  if  I  wei-e  one  of  those  ruffians  that  you  have 
sometimes  employed ;  and  seemed  to  forget,  my  good  fallow, 
that  it  is  I  who  am  your  employer ;  not  you  mine  !** 

"  Porgit  it,  you  say  !  No !  by  Jhniny !  not  a  bit  of  forgitting 
with  me  in  that  business,"  was  the  reply ;  "  but  before  I  begin, 
I'll  try  the  Jamaica.  It'll  take  more  than  you  kin  find  fbr  me, 
M'Kewn,  to  make  me  forgitful  of  you  and  your  business." 

This  was  said  in  tones  of  singular  bitterness,  and  with  such  a 
look  of  scom^l  superiority  as  quite  confounded  the  listener.— 
Meanwhile,  the  squatter  resorted  to  tlie  bottle,  and  poured  out 
the  Jamaica,  and  dashed  it  with  water,  with  as^  much  delibera- 
tion, as  if  there  were  no  other  objects  before  him  ibr  considera<* 
tion.  At  all  evemts*  he  showed  no  regard  whatever  to  the  ob- 
vious impatience  of  his  companion.  At  length,  having  drank, 
and  struck  down  the  cup  upon  the  chest,  be  turned  to  M'Kewn, 
and  conironted  him. 

"  And  now  fbr  H,"  said  he.  "  You  wants  to  know  about  the 
business,  and  how  we  got  on,  and  what  we've  got,  and  Where's 
the  niggers  and  the  papers,  eh !  Well,  now,  look  you,  M*Kewn, 
ef,  before  I  told  you  the  leetlest  word  in  the  world  about  the 
matter,  I  was  jest  to  take  this  knife,  and  drive  it  up  to  the  han« 
die  in  that  rotten  heart  of  your'n,  I'd  make  the  right  sort  of  be* 
ginning  for  sieh  a  story  as  I've  got  to  tell !" 

He  suited  the  action,  in  some  degree,  to  the  w(nrd»;  fiottrisk- 
ing  the  blade  of  his  couteau  de  chatse,  in  singular  proximity  to 
the  eyes  of  his  auditor.    M'Kewn  was  no  imbecile.    He  was  % 
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cool,  firm  man;  not  a  hero,  pei'hapi — posgcstsed  of  none  of  that 
sort  of  braveiy  which  springs  tumultuoiislj  into  appetite  and  ac- 
tion on  the  merest  show  of  provocation — but  he  conld  fight 
when  need  required,  and  could  look  cabnlj  the  ordinary  danger 
ill  the  face.  But  the  proceeding  of  the  squatter  was  so  entirely 
unexpected — the  fellow  had  so  uniformly  shown  himself  the 
submissive  creatui*e,  to  be  bought  and  used  at  pleasure,  by  the 
agency  of  drink  or  money — and  there  was  now  in  his  face,  such 
an  expression  of  vinJictive  hate  and  ferocious  frenzy f  that,  if 
the  Scotchman  did  not  actually  quail  with  terror,  he  was  cer- 
t^ly  most  terribly  confounded. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  say  from  what  sources  sprang  this  new 
exhibition  of  conduct,  on  the  part  of  tlie  squattej*»  to  one  who 
hithei-to  had  been  allowed  to  appeal'  quite  as  much  his  master 
as  employer.  It  may  have  been  the  dictate  of  a  canning  policy 
to  inspire  the  emotion  of  fear,  the  better  to  exercise  future  con- 
trol oyer  the  person  from  whom  be  was  otherwise  to  derive  but 
little  future  service.  The  temper  of  the  squatter,  who  had  his 
pride  and  vanity  also,  may  have  been  diiven  to  this  degree  of 
desperation  by  tJie  unconcealed  contempt,  and  the  too  frequently 
studied  insolence  of  M'Kewn.  The  mm  he  had  been  drinking 
might  have  had  something  to  do  with  his  ebullition; — or,  it 
mi^t  be,  that  the  scenes  through  which  he  had  gone,  his  own 
narrow  escape,  the  death  of  four  of  his  associates,  the  necessity 
whieh  be  had  felt  of  put^g  one  of  them  to  death  with  liis  own 
hand — tl^ese,  together,  may  have  combined  to  work  upon  his 
brain,  so  as  utterly  to  deprive  him,  for  the  time,  of  all  the  re- 
straints of  judgment. 

It  is  very  probable  that  all  the  reasons  above  suggested  were, 
in  d^ree,  at  the  bottom  of  the  novel  demonstration  which  he 
had  made ;  and  thai  policy  prompted  him  (for  he  had  sufiicient 
sagacity  to  fathom  the  character  of  his  associates)  to  employ  his 
natural  and  mixed  emotions  with  a  certain  regard  to  his  own  fu- 
ture interests.  Whatever  the  source  of  Ids  speech  and  conduct, 
they  produced  the  effect  of  paialyzing,  for  a  moment,  the  cold- 
blooded scoundrel,  in  whose  hands,  hitherto,  had  rested  the  reins 
of  f^  authority  over  the  creature  who  now  seemed  to  threaten 
liiiB,  The  ifoctusre  appeared  strangely  to  realize  that  German 
fancy  which  repi-esents  the  devil  aj?  serving*  f<n'  ft  long  time,  in 
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perfect  submission,  the  conceited  mortal  out  of  whose  hands  hc« 
one  day  wrenches  the  staflF,  only  to  break  with  it  the  head  of 
his  astonished  master.  M'Kewn  absolutely  gasped.  He  could 
not  summon  words  to  answer ;  and  the  squatter  seemed  to  rise 
even  into  dignity,  as  he  ceitainly  did  into  superiority,  as,  with 
a  calm  and  steady  eye,  he  watched  scornfully  the  effect  which 
he  had  produced  upon  the  meagre,  vacant  countenance,  and 
the  trembling  frame  of  his  confederate. 

"  Yes,"  said,  he,  "  M*Kewn,  ef  I  was  jest  now  to  stick  my  knife 
into  the  softest  part  of  your  heart,  and  work  it  there  with  a  heavy 
hand,  it  would  be  only  the  right  way  to  begin  the  telhng  of  my 
story." 

M*Kewn  gathered  strength  to  say — but  still  in  gasping  ac- 
cents— 

"  Why,  you  wouldn't  kill  me,  Bostwick." 

"  I  don't  know  but  I  ought  to.  'Twould  be  a  mighty  good 
sarvice  done  to  good  people.  I  ought  to,  M'Kewn,  and  ef  I  was 
a  good  man  myself,  I'd  do  it  soon  as  eat." 

"  Why,  what  have  I  done,  to  put  you  in  such  a  ftiry  t" 

"  Done !  Listen !  Of  the  five  men  that  went  with  me  on  this  in- 
fenial  expedition,  there's  only  one  now  living  on  this  mortal  ahth !" 

"  What !  Four !"  recovering  himself — his  ten'or  changing  into 
astonishment.     '*  You  don't  say  that  fbur  men  have  been  killed  f " 

"  Every  ma^  but  two  on  us  swallowed  his  bullet ;  Bill  Sykes, 
Dick  Norris,  Eafe  Burke  and  Jeff  Brydges.  Of  all  them  good 
fellows,  there's  not  one  on  'em,  hut's  a-Iying  in  the  woods,  and 
aU  the  ice  in  nater'  couldn't  make  'em  feel  cold.  You,  and  you 
only,  have  been  the  death  of  them  four  fellows." 

<'  Pshaw !"  exclaimed  M'Kewn,  in  husky  and  half-choking 
accents,  **  that's  all  nonsense !  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  their 
living  or  dying.  But  how  was  the  affair — how  did  it  happen  t 
—What  was  done?" 

"  Oh !  you're  mighty  curious  to  know  ef  we  got  the  niggers 
and  the  papers !  You  don't  mind  much  ef  we  was  all  killed 
and  sculped,  so  that  you  had  your  eends  sarved.  I  know  yon, 
M'Kewn,  and  it's  bekase  I  know  how  little  you  care  what  comes 
of  us,  that  I  feel  it  in  my  heart  to  find  my  way  with  this  knife 
into  your'n.  But  I  ain't  guine  to  kill  you  yit ;  'kase  yon  see 
T*m  wanting  more  of  your  money." 
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The  Scotchman  laughed  feebly,  and  with  eflfort. 

"  You  laughs,  does  you,  and  I'm  telling  you  of  four  stout  lads 
all  convarted  to  carrion  in  your  business." 

"  But  that's  no  faul*  of  mine." 

"  Whose,  then  I     Wasn't  it  your  business  ?" 

"Yes;  but  I  did  not  expect — I  did  not  wish — that  anybody 
should  be  killed  on  my  account." 

"  Ambushes,  when  men's  got  we'pons  in  their  hands,  is  very 
likely  to  hurt  people,  and  prehaps  to  kill  'em.  These  fellows  are 
killed,  I  tell  you,  four  on  'em  a-lying  stark  in  the  cold  night,  and 
looking  up,  and  never  once  seeing  the  stan's.  And  we  did  our 
best.   There's  but  one,  of  all  of  us  six,  alive  now,  beside  myself, 

and  the  d 1  knows  how  long  he's  to  be  allowed  to  keep  in  the 

open  daylight.  I  seed  him  not  four  hours  ago,  only  seven  miles 
fifom  here,  with  a  fever  on  him  hot  enough  to  bum  his  brains  to 
a  cinder." 

"  Who  is  he  ?" 

"  Tony  Hines." 

"  And  he  has  a  fever,  and  but  seven  miles  from  here  1  And 
what  did  you  do  for  him  f " 

•*  What  could  I  do  1  It's  all  in  the  hands  of  nater.  I'm  no 
doctor ;  I've  got  no  physic ;  he  must  die  or  live,  as  it  happens." 

•*  We  must  do  solmething  for  him.  But  seven  miles.  Wliere 
3oes  he  lie  ?" 

**  At  old  Ephraim  Smyzer's,  the  Dutchman.  But  we  needn't 
talk  of  him.  Ev  you've  got  any  physic  to  do  him  good,  give  it 
to  me,  and  I'll  carry  it  in  the  morning.  Let's  talk  of  the  other 
matter." 

He  filled  himself  another  cup  of  the  Jamaica,  sipped  a  little, 
and,  wliile  M*Kewn  ti-ied  to  compose  himself,  and  prepared  to 
listen,  the  squatter,  though  with  evident  dislike  of  the  subject, 
proceeded  to  unfold  his  history,  in  his  own  manner. 

"  We  set  the  trap,  and  the  widow  walked  fairly  into  it.  The 
carriage  was  ahead  of  the  wagon  half  a  mile  or  more,  and  Ford- 
ham  and  the  young  fellow  was  on  horseback.  They  rid  ahead, 
and  when  the  overseer  stopped  to  water  at  the  branch,  with  the 
young  fellow  on  t'other  side  of  him.  Bill  Sykes  lent  him  the  butt- 
eend  of  his  rifle,  and  tumbled  him  into  the  branch.  Onfortunate, 
Bill  Sykes  made  no  account  of  the  lad,  seeing  he  was  more  a 
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boy  than  a  tnau ;  but  the  chap's  as  quick  avaimiut  as  ever  look- 
ed through  a  green  bush,  and  the  moment  he  seed  Fordham 
down,  and  the  man  that  downed  him,  the  little  feUow,  setting  on 
his  lioi*se,  let  fly  at  Bill  with  his  pistols,  first  one  shot,  then  toother, 
though  the  first  bullet  was  enough.  Bill  hadu*t  a  word  to  say 
arter  that  for  any  of  his  friends  on  airth.  Then  the  young  devil 
wheeled  about,  and  went  off  like  a  streak.  But  a  shot  fi-om  one 
of  our  boys  tumbled  the  lad's  pony,  and  we  captivated  him  and 
tied  him  down.  Fordham  tried  to  git  up,  and  he  had  two  pistols, 
but  we  put  in,  seasonable,  and  stunted  him  with  another  touch  of 
the  rifle-butt,  and  he  lay  quiet  enough  while  we  tied  him  down. 
The  widow  Ebleigh  we  took  out  of  tke  carriage,  and  gave  her  a 
hitch  too " 

"Did  you  tie  hcrV 

"  Yes,  'twas  a  needcessity,  for  the  s'ai*ch,  and  the  rest  of  the 
business.  Then  we  stopt  the  wagon,  and  made  at  the  niggei-s. 
They  scattered,  and  we  caught  only  seven  of  them " 

<<  You  got  seven,  then  ?"  said  M'Kewn,  feeling  a  little  relieved. 

"Got  h— 11!  We  took  'em,  but  couldn't  keep  'em.  For, 
meantime,  a  nigger  gal,  name  Jinny — I  know  her  well — slipped 
out  somehow  fi-om  the  caniage,  and  hid  in  the  bushes,  and,  when 
we  was  a-running  down  the  niggers,  what  does  she  do,  but  cuts 
her  missis  loose,  and  cuts  Fordham  and  young  Arthur  loose,  and 
they  gits  possession  of  then*  own  we'pons,  and  the  rifle  of  Bill 
Sykes,  and  takes  the  woods  on  us. 

'*  Now,  Fordham  is  a  great  fellow  in  the  woods,  and  where  they 
harbored  we  couldn't  say. — At  last  they  got  a  ci-ack  at  Dick 
Noi-ris,  and  bark'd  his  limb  with  a  bullet,  but  not  to  do  much  hurt. 
Then  our  work  was  to  begin.  It*s  a  long  story  to  tell  how  we 
snaked  and  foxed  through  the  bushes,  to  git  upon  their  rear.  At 
last,  Eafe  Burke,  like  a  bloody  fool,  got  into  a  passion,  and  show- 
ed his  teeth  to  the  widow,  and  his  fool  head  to  her  son,  and  diaw'd 
his  bullet,  I  reckon  from  a  rest,  for  it  laid  him  out  flat  as  a  sarcum- 
stance.  So  you  see,  thar  was  two  fine  fellows  tumbled  by  a  brat 
of  a  boy.  But  he's  a  quick  chap  as  ever  lived,  and  ef  he  grows 
to  bo  a  man,  he'll  make  somebody  see  sights.  But  I  reckon  we'd 
ha'  fixed  'em  all  at  last,  for  we  was  marching  off  the  seven  nig- 
gers, we  captivitated  under  Tony  Hiiies  and  Jeff  Brydge«»  when, 
all  of  a  sudden,  who  should  bolt  in  upon  them  and  us,  but  that 
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bloody  fat  cappin,  Porgy,  witli  half-a-dozen  dr&goons  at  liis 
heels.  They  cut  down  Jeff  Brydges  in  his  tmcks;  they  mu 
Tony  Hines  into  the  swamps,  where,  what  with  cold,  and  scare, 
and  hunger,  he's  got  the  fever ;  and  they  tuk  Dick  Norris  in  the 
wagon,  and  hitched  him  to  a  swinghig  limb,  putting  a  knot  in  the 
rope  jest  under  his  left  ear,  that's  made  him  careful  never  to 
speak  a  word  sence." 

"  Grood  God !  is  it  possible  !     Did  he  confess  V 

*•  I  reckon  he  didn't  hev*  a  chance.  Dick's  a  good  fellow,  and 
he  disapp'inted  them.  He  died  too  sudden  to  say  much.  They 
gin  me  a  hard  chase,  so  close  that  I  had  to  throw  away  my  rifle. 
I've  lost  rifle,  horse,  and  everything ;  and  four  fine  fellows  shet 
up  for  ever ;  and  one  p;chaps,  a-dying  now,  and  the  other  here, 
as  you  sees,  before  you,  purty  desperate,  M*Kewn  and  jest  as 
willing  to  knife  himself,  and  you,  and  a'most  anybody  that  crooks 
a  finger  at  him,  as  to  sup  this  Jamaica." 

"What  a  shocking  affair !  How  your  feHows  must  have  bung- 
led !" 

"  Bungled !  By  the  Etarnal !  don't  say  that  agin.  A  man 
what  pays  for  his  bungling  with  his  life,  has  a  right  to  hev'  the 
decent  thing  said  about  him.  It  was  no  bungling,  but  a  clever 
piece  of  business,  mighty  well  done ;  but  a  man's  not  able  for 
everything,  and  who  was  to  know  that  them  d— — d  hard-riding 
men  of  Marion  was  to  come  down  sudden  upon  us.*' 

"  But  you  admit  that  the  negro-girl,  Jenny,  escaped  ybur  ob- 
servation, and  it  was  she,  you  say,  that  cut  Fordhamn  and  the 
young  man  loose.'* 

"Yes,  'twas  she;  but  ef  it  hadn't  been  for  your  business, 
'twouldn't  hev'  happened ;  but  you  Was  so  set  upon  heving  them 
bloody  papers,  that  I  made  for  s'arching  the  carriage  arter  them 

my  own  self.     Ef  I  hadn't  done  so,  but  let  them  go  to ,  and 

jest  seen  to  the  captivating  of  the  party,  and  not  trasted  to  the 
other  fellows,  I  reckon  all  would  ha'  gone  right.  But  'twas  the 
blasted  papers  that  you  talked  so  much  about." 

"  Did  you  get  them  at  last — the  papers?"  demanded  M*Kewn, 
eagerly. 

'•  Yes!  'twas  all  I  got  out  of  the  affair." — The  squatter  thought 
of  the  fifty  guineas  as  he  spoke  but  without  compunctions  of  any 
•ort.     "  Yes !  I  got  'em ;  I  got  aU  the  papers  the  widow  had  in 
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the  carriage,  a  good  sized  box  full,  and  yours,  I  reckon,  is  among 
'em.  I  seed  two  papers  jest  like  what  you  show'd  me,  and  tclPd 
me  about." 

"Let  me  see  them" — eagerly  —  "  I  can  tell." 

"No !  no !  M*Kewn !  that  cock  won't  fight  tell  he's  well  fed. 
Them  papers,  ef  they're  so  vallyable  to  you,  are  jest  as  vallyable 
to  me.  You've  got  to  pay  for  them  papers  afore  you  git  'em. — 
They're  worth  a  sight  of  money.  They're  worth  them  four  fine 
fellows  that  got  knock'd  in  the  head  to  git  'em.  They're  worth 
my  horse,  my  rifle,  my  trouble,  my  danger,  and  the  orful  fright, 
and  hurry,  and  run,  and  confusion  I've  had.  Them  papers  must 
pay  for  all." 

"  Well,  but  Bostrnck,  I  have  not  refused  to  reward  you  for  what 
you  have  done.    I've  paid  you  punctually  for  all  your  services." 

"  Paid  me  ?  And  whar's  the  pay  ?  What  am  I  the  better  for 
it  ?  It  come  in  driblets  and  it  couldn't  last  no  time.  Sich  re- 
wardings!  'Twon't  do  to  talk  of  what  you've  paid  me,  M*Kewn; 
it's  now  tJiat  I'm  to  show  you  what  you've  got  to  pay.  I  must 
hev'  one  hundred  guineas  in  hand,  bright  and  yallow  here"— - 
touching  his  palms — "  before  you  gits  them  papers  into  your'n." 

•*  A  himdred  guineas !  Why  man,  you're  mad.  A  hundred 
guineas  for  a  sheet  of  paper !" 

"  It's  a  paper  that  kin  hang  you,  M'Kewn." 

"  And  you,  too,  my  good  fellow." 

"  I'll  be  ready  for  the  rope  when  they're  a  stringing  you.  I 
jest  don'U  care  for  nothing  now  except  my  comforts ;  and  my 
comforts  is  to  be  bought  with  guineas ;  and  ef  the  guineas  idn't 
there  to  buy  the  comforts,  why  I  don't  care  how  soon  the  eend 
of  the  rope  is  worked  into  a  slip  knot  for  both  our  necks.  Thar! 
Them's  my  principles.  Make  the  most  you  kin  out  of  them.  A 
hundred  gumeas  is  the  least  I'll  take  for  them  bloody  papers,  I 
lell  you." 

M'Kewn  changed  his  tactics. 

"  But  my  good  fellow,  you  don't  expect  me  to  pay  a  hundred 
guineas  for  the  papers  without  seeing  them.  What  evidence  have 
I  that  you  have  really  got  them  ?" 

"The  word  of  a  rascal  to  a  rascal,  ef  you  please,  and  I  ain*t 
guine  to  give  you  better  evidence ;  for  I  kain't.  Take  that  or 
none  irt  all." 


The  face  of  M'Kewn,  Batnrallj  of  a  cadaverous  cast,  flushed 
bstantlj  to  crimson.  The  space  between  himself  and  the  squat- 
ter had  diminished  wonderfxdly  in  a  single  week.  But  he  had 
no  remedy.  The  man  who  weighs  his  own  life  at  so  small  a 
Talue,  has  that  of  his  enemy  always  at  his  girdle.  He  had  only 
to  temporize.       -"  '  -    '   ^'     '—    ^    I'M') 

**  But,  as  we  know  each  other  so  well^"  said  M'Kewn,  "  pray 
what  security  shall  I  have,  when  I  have  pud  this  money,  that 
jrfo  lyiM  t^deliyef  the^|«pei;0l  Mm Ap  I  ki^^F  MA(yw/:will 
stil)  ke^  fikemf  ai^d  still  he  calling  upipn.^a^  ^x  mprQ  bi<)|]^»"// 

"  Well»  that  sartainly  would  b^  a  goo4  T?ay\to.dQ  btiai^^^  J 
hadn't  thought  of  that.   Yoa'ye  mopr©  aut^  tW  w^  H'K^im."! 

" Ton  se^  foy;  youraelf.  JCy  on^y  9ecml^y  ia»ta  ytHir^f^eiimg 
the  papers,  at  lenst,  when  I  am  p^fepared  to^p,^  ih*  W)P4F*"  ' 

"Kaint  be  dldt  M'Ke^nv  e(7en;ef  J  w^  willing,  i^^iek  I  aitil;. 
The  box  of  papeis  Is  hid  awayi  Vher9  all  h«^ll  coKVln't  fiofi 
them/'  ...  i    .      ;  .  ' 

'    ;«Ahr  ...  ....  ,  •....:•. 

"  Tes  \  Yoti  might  take  a  thonjsand  ;^gm^^:f>^i^f^'<'^  ^^ 
Christmas  to  Ohmtnias,  iija^.n^ver  (mce^^Offmi  i9]|di|i^vP9sU^' dis- 
tance of  their  hidiog  placeu  It'll  tak^^me  thi»^.4iqrAig«K|dindwg 
to  bring  'em  hero  ;  and  thei;n  g^neas^one  h|in4lie^  m  ^P^  I  vm^ 
hev'  before  we  part  to-morrow." 

A  olpud,  passed  ov^  tj^.  l^rpw  vf  M%^w^  ;BSf  for^heaflwas 
coptjrwJt^dl,    H9  pwW  in  ^nce  fipir  a  jf^oam&fktr  tbewsaidtr- 

**  We|ll^  I  mua^  tjiink  of  it  to*night,  One.  haifdri^  gniaciMlrrr- 
IiQn8tthink.9f.it'',      .        ,.  .  /  .,  .   .' 

With  theiie  wQr^».be  flNmp^  left  the  t^t,  wJt^Ue  tl}(» js^vaMat 
pioc^ad  pn  x»ii)6i)i«lbL  hif ,  ci^  ii/ifiA  the  c^y^eiptt  JaiofiiGa. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

KNAVES  PAIRING  OFF, 

M*Kbwk  had  suddeiily  been  enUglitened  by  a  new  idea,  Sfe 
waBced  <mt  into  the  woods,  takbg  a  blitut  path  with  which  ha 
appeared  ^idte  fanuKar,  and  which  gradually  condncted  him  to 
the  near  net^borhood  of  the  rirer,  or  rather  that  arm  of  the 
•ea  whidi  afforded  faarf>orage  to  the  brigantfaies,  or  transport 
vessels,  to  which,  he  and  ethers,  engaged  in  illicit  trade,  were 
abont  to  fiimkh  stolen  cargo.  But,  Uiough  approaching  this 
neighborhood,  he  was  not  yet  disposed  to  show  himself  to  his 
confederates.  He  had  to  solve  his  problems,  in  secret  meditation, 
before  he  required  thmr  cooperation.  ^FiTrtfiginf;  jur  pecnjinr 

,Jg!!J:^1ftg^f  ^^1  ^^WMCTi  arfi  finatjf^  to  j;Ajmi4fTift  subject  of  his 
thoughts  ^^'^  ^<*  iwi^fthisjoM  to  which  ^ycoSa^^eflhiin.    As 

^^"iMght  be  exj^eeted,  his  m^Ktatkms  all  related  to  the  sqdatter, 
Bostwi^,  and  the  embarassments  which  threatened '  him  from 
that  quarter. 

''Either,^  he  said  to  himself,  *^  this  fallow  has  the  paper  or  he 
has  not.  Whether  he  has,  or  no^  his  object  is  to  impress  me  with 
the  Cict  of  his  possesrfng  it,  and,  through  my  fears,  on  that  sub- 
ject, to  extort  money  from  me.  He  will  never  surrender  the  pa- 
per as  long  as  he  can  do  tUs.  He  will  hold  it  over  me,  m  ier* 
raremt  for  ever.  I  must  disarm  him  of  tills  powter.  t  doubt'th^ 
he  has  this  paper*  If  he  has  obtained  it,  he  has  secreted  it»  as 
be  boasts,  where  I  can  never  lay  hands  on  it  without  his  consent. 
I  know  the  scoundrel  so  well,  that,  supposing  he  has  it,  I  could 
swear  that  it  now  lies  hidden  in  some  hollow  tree,  in  some  un- 
fathomable swamp.  He  will  confide  the  secret  to  nobody  else. 
What  then  t  If  I  can  Iceep  him  from  it,  it  is  secure  from  all  other 
persons.  It  will  moulder  and  rot  in  its  buxial  place.  It  can  never 
rise  agamst  me.  But,  even  if  he  has  not  this  paper,  his  own 
evidence  may  trouble  me  hereafter.  He  will  still  want  nnmey — 
will  alwa3r8  be  full  of  wants — so  long  as  he  can  threaten  mo 
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InmUgeiTiditfMmi  I  irill  do  it  TUs  very  aknrmbh  witb 
FoTg7  and  hia  follow«ii  ineceaaes  the  danger,  and  makea  it 
donb^  imporUint  that  Bottvick  ahonld  be  out  of  tiie  waj.  I 
aeel  I  liave  it.  Dnunmond  can  manage  <Aa^/  But,  in  the 
meanvbile*  X  urill  aea  thia  aaaraate  of  Ua — thia  fellow*  Hinea. 
It  ia  pMiUe  jtliM  he  baa  tbe  paper*  and  enlj  avapta  Boatwiek't 
orders  on  the  snbjeet.  He  is  mck  with  feyer — tbat  may  be  true 
or  not»  InunstfiU  all  evMl8»  find  <Hit  what  I  ean'*^idik  tiiat  be 
knows,  and  whether  be  knows  more  than  is  beoaming  for  onr 
safety.  Eig^t  rnSea!  I  dm  see  bim  and  retam In  kfox  homa. 
It  most  be  done!" 

Baraig  reaebed  thia  eonclnaion,  be  emerged  from  the  tbieket, 
and  moyed  raf  idly  toward  the  Uaff  wbteb  nsnally  finpied  tb« 
lan4ing*plaoe  for  l^e  bngantine.  The  tide  wu  making  rapidly 
into  the.eieek  oil  wbieh  it  stood.  Three  peasons  were  already 
there,  who,  on  bis  approach,  proved  to  be  Drammood,  Barton, 
and  a  bn^y^  hroad'«bonUered*  and  exeeasi^ely  Aari  person, 
pertain  the  habit  of  a  flaikr.  He  was  in  faot^^  master  of  die 
bngantine.  Bia  name  was  Vorbet*  Tbeae  three  were  in  wait^ 
ing  for  the  vesael.  She  was  approaofamg  under  a  &ir  hteeae. 
c«;^ting  dirfsptly  acrosa  the  inner  hay*  having  been  concealed 
for  several  days  already,  against  the  oppoffitjs  shore ;  her  tatt 
rakish  mnatsmil^^ing  nutmraUy  with  the  grfea*  tseea  of  the^fiurest, 
which^  injUiM.  fnnrter,  bnng  directly  over.;die  sivw.  She  waa 
guided  in  her  pvf^gneaa  by  tignallighta  jnat  over  the  heads  of  emr 
party  ^-thne  lunterHsM  in  a  tEiangle,  saspendefl  from  a  ^^ress 
pde.  B|y  daylight  ahe  was  aignitted  by  three  aeparate  smekea. 
M'Kewn  yii^^  the  grpnp  who  awaited  her»  and  they  qpoka  to^ 
gether  on  the  sabject  of  thdr  affairs  in  generaL  Yaiions  matters 
w^e  discussed  among  them  which  need  not  tax  onr  attention, 
but  aciuroely  a  woid  wap  said  ef  the  squatter;  Foribee  only  re- 
marked— 

''  Bostwick,  it  seems,  came  empty  handed.    It's  not  often  that 
he  faik." 

"  He  was  probably  drunk  Qr  he  would  not  have  failed  this  time." 

**  Is  there  any  chanic«  that  he  will  mend  the  mattar  f*  wu  the 
inq^  of  ,7o9|ies. 

^  Scarcely  m  season  for  yon.    You  have  a  pretty  fidr  oavgo^ 
hfimef!^  «nd^thw)*s  no  poUqy  in  waatiug  upon  him.''     . 


I  ^NiK TtMad I . I ^hM  try  to  be  «# %  daj^i^ep.  Wehtt^e  • 
hundvediand  0eva]ljh<Hie;  '  I  aat  pfc^ared'to  tfllk«  t^^  fakindrecl/ 
if  thjo^r.  wer^  rtody )  kihV  ihe^'s-^k^  tdo  iMtll'tl^  tv'Wddflg. 

tii^:  «B»  ^««i9lva<Mr  aloug^  tfaei  tqule,'  to  kmp  tM  %«<db»ei  witb^ 
aU-onv'eyeiK'''  '   .■-     -^     . 

<<  I  #tuHb:aeHie.pUytb:oQft  ^f  yisttr  Omb,  citptiAfi,'^  mM  (&I'Kerwn 
Bomewka^  mdiaaly  chMnging'  the  tfol^t.  - 

t*  Wbai^i  tha.ttiUABr  ^    You'm  n«t  going  to  ta^ei  pbymc  V* 

"  It's  not  for  myself.** 
,  <'IWe  iMure^a  good  rapptyi.  •  You-  omi' Imy^  what  yoa  {i^eaite. 
Eot  ihj  paft  £.:dea*t^sB6^tIi^^od'k)^  1«,^*otir  Htidfl  ilt  fenst 
Wbep  a  saaiovTs 'tev^iei  it  mkketfnb  iott  of  diil^ibeiioei  Wlb^tli«r 
yxniipii|r8ka'hHaor<iio^  >iMelli6  ii^'aiidt^O  phVsi^OftSj^'keepa 

.  **W^  reafdieev&ok'i^ttw^abkwMi^^  fie  beli^ip^^s  in 
f^ijT^,  tticl  reiibhas  lavge  4oMi.  Btf'M  hlirdly  AiMt  hiUMeir 
wi^U^/unleoB  lie  iias'takea  phy^.  Iheoid'W^motiibalf  o^t^ni, 
feed  oaf  it»  lind  learn  to  Uce  it  «)b  w^  as  eofee  and^ugar.^ 

.  ^'Tbi^'a  wiran  il^s  auxod  Widi:  aleobot/'  qttotb  Dhunttond. 
BWj  wWs  it  ^r,  M»K»nm  r 

.  *<  A  ftibw  Bsnei  fibei;  al  Mend  of  Bost#i«kV  wfat^  1t«»l  been 
taktn^ikk  .aoibs  ^^t  miled 'iAoi»er-«t  th^'^iMn  dt  an  oid'mmi 
nuned  fimyder*    Do  yOT>ii(hr  aiqrtlitog-abottt:  Minl''^ 

*<  Wvfaai,  dd  %lnruifi »    I^o  iM  teiiire;  I  do,  'tttfl  hffrbld  irtSs 
too<^«^  paiB  of  f  initktf  tbfii  nalgkl  be  «wl8 -fk  tiU  g^ 
tweem.^ei&.    Sni  Iwvi  are  y6a<to  gtirtlto  pl^b  imm  V* 

..MjOnryit^'/seltft*  -  ■    ■' 

.  •^:Wftiifc! -to^nifht*^  •  .    r  ..  :..  .  I 

/f  ¥b«s  at  iKMy^  agipOid^.  Yki  oki;  ^iwet^itie  fur^tdi^ totid.'* 
*'  Oh  I  that's  plain  enough.  It's  a  short  eight  miles. -'Sftfdlf 
iiMM  tii$»  de^viBii,  I  thblt ;  good  onough  for  k  man  on  horseback. 
I  can  tell  you  all  about  it.  But  you*re  getting  wondrous  ehait- 
tiiU*  of  kite.  -Time  wafl^  the  man  might;  ^Te  died  and  ^otoe  to 
tk^dapml»  aad^MHt'd^tever-iia^tf  orosiod  aeiMtute  to'cu^Um 
physic  though  yon  had  only  a  mile  to  travel.-  '^fh^V  ftiikt* 


M'Keim  avniieoMk  hj^i^m  only,  bvl  rittft*4^'Wffi^«^bQy' 
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tiMst  "ceiiMtittt^  iraa  basy  i»  tbd  e^tnanoa  e«kM.  It  wm  not 
necessary  to  ask' di<  atisirer  qoeslfionft  iplieye  tins  pntteswei^ 
airt&ified  with  ^aeb  oAer.  •• 

itpptMeB'6#  tlM  teMcl.  'Bm^  ^iM  pliifl^  ikeiriiaBd  abot  iaiB' 
die  littto  liatb^tage.  ir  l^ef  ^t^,  inict  tbw  J«^iiftUl«biMMr 
boatAsAkeer;  tke)M)iit8ais6#tli«nidtt^M«l|e»CI%«i!%toT«rtiiR4edr 
mii  WKffWh  adiselMl  a  ohiOt  sa|^  <^  MMbiiMilefaie»  as,  m 
that  day,  irtM  flueslly  resented  to  iti  cuses  «f^ -firvar.  Pro^cM 
with  them,  he  wasted  no  time  on  matters  not  absolutely  esaential 
tt>-tfie  olt}eetffoltlie  paHsf .  '  ffe  ^okily  retimied  to  the  laadi  hav- 
ing first  cftlted  Bhttiinidtid  'asidsi^  fie  iMfc  him^intbtha  woe4 
afid  «t  imce  ]pn)Msded  tsr  iittMi  bis  ^ti^ierf  dBsigdb 

•^  I  di^^el  06e 4lM(t  «te»'fcti«fvr,  BMUHckyiitdi  ba^^f  AayiftoAh^ 
lise  to  «s  lieire,  Dtinbi&<nid>.  On^liie  tanitury^ jb«  oaqr  be'troobu 
BmoIm.  *b^  )^M>ttisea'iO'be  sov  af  youl  see;  Wwast  get  nA 
i^%aAi  AtfiiMbb^tt  AgOodwbodiiiM;  h«maybe^oaii8  a:gooi 
■aanhtt.  Tidtb^  k^«k«[1-bskid«d,  «id  triit  hsm^WM^bfaotiaii  te 
a'Aarp, liilie^  aetive  iWow  wh»  wtUaoow  learn 'tOJnai'«p»Tofa^ 
tt  Ke  haS'Tan  op  a  tree.  T#ti  imMt  geti'hhn  eni^}oy«iaiit  in  th« 
tnuispoHL  * 

*'Bot^#ffi  B^iM#i<dt  b^  wflB^rr 

•*^^  Bieatf*!'  TMese-Mow^  i«tely  kiio^wlliat  ia  best  tot 
dicnai.  'W^  lootM  bdp  bto  agaiiisif  MmmK  3ire  him^AfDoa 
beMh  wMtkier  he  wkibeft  it  mr  noti  OetUat  <ta  baaadfr  toLnigH 
MBMM  )^t«U(±«»aBd  «ak«  kitneff  wMiyoKv  iMitv  hhatov 
ttati^M^MUMhi.  ffiBlo<re  of  ttCMegTi  «>(^d  hte  fMstsn  M  gmkisg 
ttfif  make  it  aiKMMiy  millet  lx>  do^this^  i^^Mkidairfy  tf  k»jii  w«il 
fMA^.  tf»  however,  y^  oan-t  penundcr  yMj  haMT-  kte  ^ 
l»aa#d;  uidinitke^siul.  He^wJH  be  recohdBei  J#4t  «ftar  s  wbBa 
Aihd'wken  ^ymi  hare  gi^n  hiai'  a  taste  of  ye«ir  jvea  plemtrea^^ 
nightly  drinking  and  gaming.  When  ashore  at  Jain«iea>'  lean 
him  there.  It  is  to  him  «i  sort  of  ran  and  sugar  paikdii96  whiere 
^  ioMif  b«  wdl  eontent  to  stay.  At  all  eitentSi  there  wiH  be  no 
pffUefiik  blil&ging  hikti  b«ck.  See  to  it  I  shidl  Mib  ait  one^ 
to  see  ihit  teX^,^iUmB4^  Ti^^cmdhave  it^ai^4v6r  beftve  I  voi 
titfftii  •'  I'iJ^ HoriMre  IJo  fli^  ithm  ttgfala;  H«  iudiready^haif 
4M8ft(  '^fifoiiikA  iCKlk^  ^MM,  at«i  Mi«iti»»  A#  Mid0i> '  3er  m 
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higUj  M'W  fliagr  deaite.  L^  liiiq  vin  for  tmhil^  X<m  <M* 
necover  aU;  yotw  losset  en  Ibe  vOya^pe.-  Above  «11«  4tt4  io-td^ifit' 
all,  keep  him  well  Makedw    Th^  ram  will  make  all  eiisy," 

Drammond  liked  the  project.  He.  .iulfer^^  no  .Q!tiJ0ctipAA». 
VithoQt  kaTing  any  motive  0a  gnk^^  as  t)iAft^f  M*£4?^ — wjth- 
ootv  indaed*  havittf  any  kii<»irle4g»r<of,tba  pa^^Ur.  i^Mspii* 
wlneh  the  l«tt€vr  haid  for  letting  the  ^l^att^  <^<4  the  ^fjlj^r^ 
1»  yt^tmw  that  tha.psoeaedbigi  94g¥t,  11?^  «pme  diB)g^ree,(  fofftrib- 
atetotheecMBiaikeaiiise.  Se^ide^Ptnus^niKmd  had  1^  pi^fn  far. 
fim,  aiid:the  abdticlbiQu  of  the  Bqaai^t  promiaed.  am]^  etore.for 
mendment.  1,    .. 

•* It  will  be  actoical,"  aaid  hA*  *'  Vh^  ake.|e4V>w  wi^kaa.api^: 
fbd8himselfont.<tfiEfifhtoflaod.   .T'\fWvhAi)oPk  wMr^   : 

The  plan.Mli9..pK4iedy^imd#cit^Qp4tto  Pirti  «^pa^t»^^ 
M^KewQ  at  voad  Aaking; hanci  nadiott  nhoml^  bii^i^^  n^  the 
tmfc# and  afmdiiBfgV'wHb  all  ;p08fl9)le  haatA^  t^^^vvir^  ^ ^b^ot 
dd  Ephraioa  Stsfzer.  Two  haiyrs  a«  he  hud  «i^€talatt#,  brpi)ghti 
kini  tadia  fdaoe.  .Tbe;fiimi]jr.bad  retii^d  fi^.|Jl4e.j|^hti  ftqjt 
li'EawB'fi  bminatair^*  urgaat.fuid  hA  piiapased  ta  v^ift  th^w  op^ 
His  entsMioe.  into  tbe/ettcksYire  hnmght  nppi^  him.  th^  $^f«a  las* 
mdi.of  m  e^t^.of  bHimdfl,  the  att^tioaii.af  whichi^nM^  hisit 
rather  slow  to  dismount;  but  be  kept  them  off  with  J^  wh?i^ 
and  made  his  way  to  the  stepfi«ff..1h(9  befuie,  ;wbi^  ff^|»sifltlf^  of 
Ham  Mnget.fht&^kMkM  leading  IPia  lq|npiani^jn|p,;9fhi^,<aa 
Avt  wdMJoo  rai^g.mwNdi  %}k^  aligblbed  jii^teetiiy  ^^the.^adn 
dli^^  JPaitaNiig.:bi»:h^is0 )to  ^m  pf  ^a  ^olwnn^,  hii  ihm^»»A 
attfaft.door^katpiof  alQM.^4lah.n»09.the diogp^  wM^  M.^tv 
eanded  the  ipifcwun  ahioi  b»t  JMWgi  llJt>o^4i  tbi^.st^pf^fi^epifig'  i^ 
i<>iaad(egiee»tQ(«tf^ieoft4^.ebatt0e.if9o«thtei9Jbq^^  fiNt^^t^J 
iai  mM  Bp^at  tb^ ifm^sta^fklf  Ibey  ^  thjew  t^(»tb.  ,:Their  qbm^ 
atafwewiBMBslui^Md  b^we^ibmr.nusiH#>i«md..t)l0ltRi»e,]^ 
np<m  tba  door  by.  JC*Kew«f s  atiekg  the  inmittef  .oS  tbfit  h^v^l  wiei^ 
aoon  aoonsed.  . 

^'  Who's  thai;  V*  was  the  darned,  in  a  female  relce. 

«'  It's  the  deotpiv"  ansirerod  M'Kewat»  promptly,   fljb  ooe  had 
been  adapted  lotig  .before,  by  whiqh  he  included  hmeielf  among 
theCtml^.  .vT(Kk!y(liOiiiaiftkm«iihe9?b(hit7M'(y«H:r 
1   *^  YflB;;  I jredLoni  and  I!m  M<^  q^setf/'.iffi^weipdjUif  (ddiffor 
Mn,  i^penili9;ftha4ooi!kiMid  dMi^^ 
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jind»UiiiQg'lOfereh4[^li^M0«d.bi^  r  j 

"  Won't  joa  come  in,  doctor,"  sk*  Md.  "I'm  ^Uighty  flad 
to  see  jou.  The  poor  maa*!  giH  the  iej^sjiU  Aod  a  aigbty  hot 
fcreritfa." 

**  Where  is  he  V  wee  the  eagev  inqmiiy  whieh  WKj^wi^  made, 
pfQBliing  in  as  bespoke. 

•♦  W€M,iiow,  je#  set  itowm  ehit,  loirtar,  wWe  I  Ught  the  fir#  rf' 
wad  the  geod  woitum^  aqnetted  .4ow»  to  ^he  eooapetion  on  the 
hearth.  A  grant  from  the  bed  in  one  coTQeac,  dtew  M^Kewn'e 
attention  to  that  quarter, 

^'Isift  Doctor  Fti^yV'  mikU  cOd  Bphrnm. 

"  No ;  I'm  Doetor  Warley." 

^^  lis  I  I  heatB  of  yotti— someirhav'  ahent  Doi^heeter,  I'm  ar 
tidnking.  Well,  doetM,  I'm  wi^tj  f lad.  youfoe  conie  to  do  aoioe- 
thing  for  the  poor  man  wbat'a  i(ck  here  v  Md  sooietfaing  for  all 
ea  aa.  Fm  liok  myeelf  with  m  ewM  jbad  tntn.cff  rhewnatia-^ 
ane  wh&k  aide  ef  me  Se  a'tnoet  osel^aii  docftwj  I  hain't;  well 
sfaraighieii  mjsel/  l^Mae  timee^  Kaiil't  y^vk  ^ve  n^  fomething 
tddome^oodr 

The  fire^kjTthttf  timftH^  kmdled,  a«i  th^eld  w^manjatexw 
foeei  with  tier  eomj^ainta  wfaicjk  were  johvonie  also,  like  those  ef 
her  hashand.  We  tfj^tw  her  narwrtion.  M^B^wn  was  not  mk 
prepared  for  eaj  emerfisnej.  He  fcoew  the  people,  their  neual 
aameiita»  and  the  £Mib  ifbick  they  hed  in  prefewipAial  art  But 
iie  was  too  etixiow  9kfm^  the  paldeoif  he  ha4  /Come  to  see*  tp 
aaSBtf  any  deley4  ff  the^Mil«npew« 

''  WeU«^  aeid  he>  ^M  tJiU  poo^  feUpw  haa  a  hot  femer,  bif  ca^ 
is  the  most  pressmg.  We'A  (^  w^i^  big  oondition  U  first,  and 
4kmk9Mmi,i^jmrBj^    .     ^.l         :•'■/.//;■,     f   -   i^  ■ 

,  Be  y ee tAt^tiA <»tr 9nj^gibr  Jto  th9  rtfdrrooj»,wlwe.Hiiw 
hjfn  3nia,witi(B»t'v#*a*ralip,.iffldTfpl^x^ 
cian  with  profound  sattsfac^Qn*  J>i;i  ^a^^^jr^a^  b^  called  him 
aeif-^«at  down  apon  tl^  pidlet  by  the^ickiaan^  ^grasped.bis 
irsriit  with  ^pno&ssionel  pifmpiBDLese  that,  wcwld  bare  done  bonfir 
Ai  the  ftgr^  /wfoJty — than  shook  hia  head  slowly  with  a  yeiy 
deliberatrre  nod.  Mim  ^inyser  wee  4i<p99^  to,  lii^eer  and  to 
i|Brim^i«  H^  ogofuHPeBoe  i  hot  thi&^  ty  xkq  me^ns  suited*  oor  medico. 
M^i^Mfre  luviliQr  09od  w^mnnl    The  fi^creta  gf  the  sick  are  to 
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man,  when  I  hare  got  Ih^iagh  wMi  d«6  cm#  nf  A&;  Hiitet.'*    * 

The  goefl  irohian  relked. 

«' Ton  kMw*  ttie^  then  f**  iqiioth  HittM. 
<<  To  be  Bure !  Bostwick  is  an  old  patient  of  mine.  Hft'a  deae 
*manj  «  p^ttytttm  for  tn^t  «nd  i't«  swved  hm  taamy  «  time 
when  he  was  on  his  back.  He  begged  me  to  Tide  Inre  t04«ight 
rd  hare  ddne  k  for  no  -othmr  tnaii.  But,  in  truth,  I  lin#w  all 
about  his  aflliirs  and  youiB.  fie  eovniels  wdth/me  «lbo«t  oUm 
'things  than  phydle;** 

"  Oh !  ho !"  said  Mines,— and  he  straight  began  to  siis|rieet 
that  his  worthy  phyabtan-  had  Vees  fhe  empleyer  Mif  thie  party 
on  its  late  expedition — a  secret 'w)>kfa  Bostwiek  had  stodlbilsly 
ieept  to  hiBttsi^.  The  beietChotighl^tiiliiesickMitlaw.was  to 
aseertain  wh«t  had  been  die  vrnktii  twhtek  had  i^pted  lito 
Bquatter.  Hi»  en jiMty  tanght  him  W  sbipMt  that  Bim^^ 
-monopolised  Ihe  KMi4stikre,  as  is  MO'commijm  in  all  Bichcaaae. 

^  Ptt  pftm^  iHtoi  about  1t,^  was  the  almost  apoken  teacAve  «f 
Tbny.  The  two  patfi^s^  it  mil  thdabie  seen,  hmA  each  a  eosngiBt 
object  to  be  gained,  in  each  case  demanding  some  esereiae  olP  in* 
geiitdty .  AU  the  v&y  Mng  a  rogue  #Aw«ys  im]lliiQi  some  degi;ee 
of  fngenifity,  St  h  needless  4o/t  «0  to  aky  i%at  the  hopafii  p«|r 
were  quite  equldto  the  ob^eoM  entertained.  We  ih«H  ka  coaL 
peHM,  however,  io  omit  many  of  die  datafla,  avd  mttfh  ef  Hb^ 
dia3ogtie  betw^eb  ttietn,  and  r^>ott  mmhs  vatlierthati  the  pvatiMB 
%y  wliich  ihey  'were  reached.  It  wsis  If 'ItLewH^  oljeet  to  appedb 
quite  familiar  with  the  squatter'a  ^Mt$,  tt  wtw  tke.poltey'^ 
Tony  to  show/the  doebr  that  he  kad  a  Miffisfant  ialLBng  ^  the 
relations  existing  %etweeft  4ti^  parties. 

<*  You  have  a  very  hot  fever,  Tony ;  but  ytm  e^e  It  m  mmk 
as  Mythlttg'  €ihe,  \xi  the  iM^nes  thMNi^'#ki(sh  y<m  haf>e  fdtM.— 
TouVe  had  a  hard  time  df  le:  B«t  BostWiekja^tiq^afe  ffis  idlfti 
I  warned  hhn  to  betaaneftl  of  what  fte  wtw  abovt^ 

"  H«  didnt  mind  you  nrach,  doctor.  Best  la  loo  fpikk  a  ieetle. 
He  don't  look  about  him  enough.  But  you  paid  1:^  teo  ir^ 
doctor,  that  was  H !  He  was  so  keen  ^  his  'pay,  and  be  dldll^ 
iratch  hoik  cwids  of  the  road  close  enouf^.^ 

"^I  paid  him!~oh!  yei^!\as  tou  0ay,hewA^%(K>^|tiek^lAi 
pay  tor^o  his  Work  properly.    Ittd  that's  fke  te&Mi  <tfiiB  the 
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nrfo«Mn«^'^Helnis§IM  badly,  «M  kMftall  Ke^dbn' Afi^  >  Bat 
he  got  tlM  Ux  aal^Mqwi,  Uitt"    '  )  i 

'"BoKttidfaperta" 


*  «KnHrl  Ifeieflkmildd.  BKft^akmtiliebdxitaclpapMiiLL-^^ 
**  fie  got  them  from  the  canriagel" 

''He  sijase?  of  co«iie  faedidl!  Bidil'liyMi  kelp  raardi  tbtt 
oiDU«el"  .  ■    -  ---I  .: .' 

««lfel  demihUUiren  I  dUntb  lOM;  t^as^phat.  he  ^rwiaitet 
then  1  We  helped  knock  down  the  drivel;  wad  tki  tae  ftdlowe 
and  the;  womin/bnt  «tmks  Umrtinta'Mrchectitlie^ianliigei^' ' 

"Well,  didn't  70a  know  what  he  found  there— ^'the'box^ the 
vmagr,  aadlto^iqMiar'T  ' 

^iBoK  of 'SKneyi!  No(  Aore  was.iib  teotil^;  I  aMed  Mriiv 
and  Morris  axed  him,  bnt  he  swore  there  waihH  no  tnoHejf .-' 

^Okr  yotL  mxrdyi f^tg^U  Bo^ladck's  ani hon^t  fellow;  He 
#oiiIdBVeheat  jbe^iriMiUnHIileH  mb  ti  Ke;I^  ^nm.  H#  f^mi 
Ae  box,  Fm  warn.** 

^Bbnest;  yeu  say)  Wefl,  I  leckon  he  U,  and  I  reckon  evevy 
van'a  ittmest  teil  he's  fbund  eoC.  Ef  t&ere»  Wat  a  box  I  neket 
«eed  it«  and  efhe  get  i^^moneT'outo^tlie^iMage,  theiji  lie 
ioidin  aU  a-meitt  etania))li(3,  far  hesworheecmldii^fciBd  tt^tltag^'^ 

«^A]lir|Mlitibe'bosu    rTtqji.sftW  |j|«^^ 

•JfoyldidiTtt'^ 

v^&R  potiibUt*  Why  bewcoaid>be.faa^  Wldeii  kl  You  aM 
helped  te  "Stop  tbeeaiiii^,ito  tii^fte  W^aiwin^ftidUMfnMrn,  anil 
yon  flMit  baT«  sees;"' 

*  ''T^  ;•  we^did  hUpv  bal>>u  see*  tiie?  deraTd  ftix  of  a  Mew^^ 
aew  I  aee  it  idl^^he^B^an^wi  the  ^arriagie  fint,  by  has  tone  iieMl 
amd  kept^tts  at  a  distattce  ip  see^ after  the  men  gone  ahead  and 
the  wagon  behind,  so  that  he  had  all  the  chances." 

'^Bot,  if  h^  get  it^  hew  cauld  he  hide  it  from  yoii>  so  that  you 
Aodldn^  see  ev«ii  the  box  ^' 

^^$Lgy  enoagk!  He  kept  ns  aU  busy,  and  he  kept  ppetty 
much  with  the  womaa..  M  ailjrbody  seed'  like  hex  acnd  m.onej 
WmiMLif4MBeiSi  ttHmuflmfh  9aiibei  iand  Ws  net  lafcle.  to  say  .any- 
iliiiig  about  It  now.    Bestnidk  sweiii  be  lbilndi»oHitpg." 
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*Okl  h6idM»'4  thidkof  teboxatdiietiiiie.    Bat  I'm  i 
he  got  it.    He  sajs  so  now.    He'ttUd  it  sm*i^wihMe»  he  tays*-«^^^ 

**  In  the  swamp  1  He  had  chance  enough  for  it,  for  we  divi- 
ded, yon  serene  soi  agi»  the  eMtria^,  otie  a|^  the  ev^rseer 
and  boy,  and  another  agin  the  wagon.  He  kept  the  carriage 
and  the  wemaa  to  himself,  and  was  along  time  afahui  '«m.  Bnt 
he  swore  there  was  no  moifey."    j 

"  But  did  you  believe  the  story  1  Did  you  suppose  ikeA,  the 
wid9W».  who  i»  ae  ribh;  would  go  to  •&»  edtmtry  and  take  no 
money  with  her — even  if  it  were  only  a  stocking  full  of  sUUingf 
for  ehidEen  mtn^.  I  ahbfcildnt  woncler  if  she  had  a  boddred 
gaineas  in  tlMtt  box  1'^  r^ 

''AhundlDedginiieasl  The  elamal  eheat  t  Ajdlyowpaidhiai 
•0  well,  too/- 

"  I ! — oh !  we  wont  say  what  hand  I  had  in  <^  matter,  seeing 
thai  iifs  tamed  owtnofthing.  The  box  might  be  worth  somethhig 
now,  if  we  had  it/'  t 

*'  Bern  the  box,  I  saj* ;  and  dera  that  fox  of  a  fellow  that 
k^  his  month  ahfet  all  the  while  abooi  the  boac.  Now,  look 
yqo,  I  kin  jest  show  the  chance  he  had  for  gutting  the  carriage 
a»d  hiding  a  loaen  boxes'^^-t^aadhe  proceeded  to  give  snch  a 
foil  aocount  of :  Ae  whole  adveature^  as  served  to  confirm  the 
•tory,  told  by  Boetwick)  and  to  satisfy  M'Kewn  that  the  squattev^ 
in  all  prohaJbility*  had.eecttfed  this  papers*  The.  sick  mfiaa 
aroused  himself  at  the  Si^natter'a  appropriation  ef  the  apoii  allow- 
ed himself  no  reserve,  and  went  into  particulars  whidii  su|i|>Ked 
taiany  gaps  in  tibe  nanrative  as  given  by  the  latter.  M^JBCewn 
listened  coolly,  egging  the  fellow  on  by  a  wotd  tlMWwn  in»  now 
and  then,  at  the  right  moment.  He  now  jiecalled, certain  stor 
dioita  efforts:  of  Bostwiek  to  tend  all  hia  «onfoderate&  ont  of  sight, 
and,  in  fact,  aecoonted  for  the  foifaure  to  secure  the  negro-ghrl, 
by  the  solicntiide  of  the  squatter  to  put  the  jmysterious  box  out 
of  sight. 

^Well,  I'm  sorry  I  told  yon  of  the  boxaxtd  the  hundred  guin- 
eas ;  but  I  really  supposed  you  all  knew  what  was  done.  Bos^ 
wick  didn't  spekk  of  it  as  any  secret,  and  I  reckon  he'll  give 
yon  your  share  of  the  mcmey.    He  ontly  forgot" 

**  Forgot  1  U^N^  hiab  1  He  foigoi  ai^prnqpofol  N6lr«  of  al 
the  money  y^tt  gin  hitti  in  this  biuhesa        " 
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**  Wbbi  i !  -—A  t  no:!  I  lAippow  somebbdj  •mpfoyed^Jatti 
aadpflid.ldm  well,  but  I  MBonljfaibfiaeiid  ivJkiirlie^  in  trouble.* 

^i^VBl  «b!  yeBl  I  cndlefstaiid !  It's  only  rngiit  not  to  m^ 
loo  Braeh.    But  Ireekoi  be.gei  ftuaoot  fMBjr  beforriiani." 

**  Very  likely.    Hundreds,  no  doubt  !*' 

«Wbat!  guineas!" 

**  To  be  sure — guineas.  To  do  sucb  a  business  as  you  went 
on  must  baye  ealled  for  a  round  pocket  full.  Bostwick  is  not  tbe 
man  to  look  at  sucb  work  for  less  tban  a  hundred  for  himself." 

"  End  you  gin  him  I  -Ton  ftitk.hto  ^rso  much  as  that  V 

*'Not  a  shilling  less!" 

«<  The  'tamal  raaud  \  Look  yon»  doatori  give  me  the  physic 
and  let  me  get  out  of  this  fodder.  I  longs  to  jest  call  the  dem'd 
Mlew  ofBtt  into  'the  bubiss,  and  aix  faim  £»r  a  skowin^  of  his 
pockets."     .-  -'      '   ^ 

•*iytk  I  rjoa  iMpsw't  tpmasti.  Pm  ^ony.  I  iM  yo«.  fie'U 
■mke  it  iiB  ti^  I'm  sural'' 

^  jMt  fmaemak^  mo  wril,  doctor.  I  kiigs  to  be  at  htt.  FQ 
gi»  isto' bbn  wkb  a  migltty  sharp  tootb.'^ 

The  **  doctor"  agam  ftlt  tba  puke  of  tko  patient^  nbw  iofara^ 
wlMtke^ttand,  andproeebcM  toiffeacr^.f<MTlihnk  \AaLtfDat¥ 
nous  «b^  of  Qlaiibai^s  isdtS'Was  poaied  into  aiun^Uerj  adl 
tbe  old  if<mn  was  calkd  on  fiov  Twgmta  soake^iiot  Of  ^ 
toe^  tiMi  ikfantiyis  everyiPhMB  ifcJI^and  all  tbe  peasatttey  is  well 
acquekitod  witk  it    A  gtein  of  tavtav-was  deposited  among  tbe 


«^ftwtll  disquiet  Inm  to  some  pmpese/'  qndtk  JEtKewii^  te 
klBUwif,  as  be  mixed  tbe  aiedicines,  ^aad  tbal  is  idl,  periiape, 
thatpbysU  ought  to  be  expected  to  do."    . 

T4i6m  were  ptiier  wonds  between  himself  and.  patioM*,  and 
when  he  left  him,  he  bestowed  a  reasonabie  tfaie  upoA  fbeold 
couple,  for  whose  ayssents  he  left  other  nMdieines,  posaiUy  as 
wisefy  eboestt,  with  fefereoce  to  the;  intcbided  object^  as  tiie  salts, 
tStflOBr  and  gaahe-root  This  ^done,  ear  m^duant  doctor  dH  not 
unnecessarily  delay  his  departare.  As  he  rode  away,  on  bisc^ 
tmm,  lie4MN3d  bis  inrn  conclusion  jIo  bimielfy  thus*^ 

*^  Be  has  goi'bdx  aad;  papers  1  Bat  tikp  fellow  knows  notfaiag 
of  them,  and  be  is  ifae  only  other  survivor.  Bostwiek  has  bid- 
dan  ihem  from  bis  confederates,  whicL  is-  peetty  aiacii  like  h^ 


Om^iketk  ftom fell  dm  woikL  WHat  moi^  i4»  I itait?  .tf*he 
hidertimn  AofaB«llotiien^I  asi  q«to  M.itfeS  MtkfifedlM  ht 
dMidd  bMe  dMm  &om  liie.  L^  thttn  rdt  in  theic  U4in9#la»«, 
and  let  lim  rat  in  Janaiaa  ovt^^^^init  kaller  rbgutt  i  H»«lttU 
tronble  me  no  more !"  i 
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Whixjb  M^Kewn  utas  plajisg)  tbe  fkgraidan;  bk  cbnMeraftMi 
Drammond  and  Barton,  had  made  their  way  back  to  febeteat 
Wb^te  tbe sqvdHleil hvd.boeii  Ifeft^prepgyedl^  put  m  pracdce^e 
policy  which  the  first-mentioned  pe)^Mn4iadi8tig§totML  Tbejr 
Ibtnd  BoiBtiriett  jtrolobM  at  lODf^  lipott  Abe  gaowsA,  viA'bis 
bead  and  shoulders  resting  agaivalrlhe  ohfat^  tbe  ««p  of  Jamiusf 
and  bolde  bjr  bbfsiM,  and  4  f  ipa'  in  bis  mvith,  ten  whieU  an 
oconioitel  poff  bnlj/betmjed  tii^WMrowsT^ititeitf  HieaftudMt 
Ba  rofHied  bimseLB  up  as  die^  «amb  nir  bntfit  wfeia^videitr'irom 
bit  flushed  laoB  and  tbi  wiRneis  of  bis  eje^.  thai  be  bad  beali 
eseeedingign  ibequent  ih.  hia  polatf(inB»  tad  waa  now*  aajPraimimd 
fbrased it;  fai»  wbiaper  tO'  bia* aB8odate,/'ratbe«  Ibe  vwte  ter 
wear."  This  was  a  condition  that  promised  them  much  faoiilgr 
ni  perfomdhgi  tim  duty  a^nfided  f»  tbeir  b^ida.  That  BMIwitk 
aafiatgd  fj^bai -liia.effeeli  of  tbe  fiqpar  was  iiot»  however,  fmnli* 
ble  to  his  amiableness  and  swaettneaa  of  tempfart  Hit  tetiwil 
anttoMmoabad  hecinae  mymgnttad,  and  be  abtnptij  aakid^ 
'« Wh«fe%  M'fiewn  V 

'^Hie'B  ^be«t  somewhens.    He'U  be  in  ik^cAyJ' 
^  WeH^be'd  bMttet  I  kain^t  wait  too  long.  I.wante.JMMQF  l" 
''  Wbj^  jM't^.^  aoMQr,  jnani    Wheraff^  all  Abat^oon  wm 
inm  na,  aad  what  yon  had  belMai'' 

''That!"  said :hei.tbmatui|p  baa  banda  into  bia  pM)Mlb»  Mid 
dcawmg  folbaiiddiipkyitt^tbeeaiile^  I 

iiUyovC  Lwants^hondBed  gaineas  from  WKww^^^ntA  afgirfnoa 
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'*  A  bwodrod  goHi^fi^^l''  ^ddm^  Bmiab  ui^Bafitotad  Mko^ 
ifikmeBt.    <'  Whjf  tt^bai.  tke  d^rril  4o6t  lie  mr0jm  *  kancbred 

**  What !  Bat  that's  my  business !  He  owes  me  afpteat  AbA 
ttore^  ef  -the  right  wa4  kaohirBv  and  I'll  makaUm  ktiow  it 'afore 
I'm  dona  with  hiro.  He's  too  iaeaii  a  laaoaliiby  tinmdeK^'to  be  a 
•rirfte  Aan !" 

X4Mkjyoii|  Bofllwicliy  that'!  not  iha  wAj- io.apeak  af  a fetscrn 

ll^:^fKii9  jon  ftherifnib  joa  eUt  P'  aUd  Bartoia.  -Dihiflunbnd 

ad|;ed  Jbis  aefflpaoloot  ibnlrinf  aci^biqpdrrMd*-^ 

?  "  Daa'l  wem4T  tbfr  dmnbnir  f<K)l,  or  aria^to  him  aaoordin|r  it» 

tbe &%ittd tdbe liquop.''  ;  :        .,     , 

<'Gtab!  £M  mai'   And^bo  the  lif4l  itSh  jtmthit  l^  omfk 

aich  a  fellow  as  MfH^fHwn  anjr  tbanks^far  aajthingL  A^^  he  iMres 

■la^l  andHa  JiMl  {m^  Q^  ^o,  or  mfeal  Jdf  k«    I  ia3[  bo's  as 

dirtj  a  dog  as  ev^etr i^'iKitliwit  «  tiaal}  Afd.ai'jrtoi^n'iJika 

what  I  say,  jest  try  your  handitOMaka  tielspafik'iiick^a^^tiea- 

^  ble ;  and  see  whatil  come  of  that.    I'm  a  tta^^fny  daytfirmy 

" Fsffftw Wwbi9 ar» yoti botb qfotttbhtglAbi* ?  lau^fio^'ef 
jm  Mmok^  I  makatfi  or.ld  aNut  4^  a»aU  toisdagi^ata  that  ^v^H 
ii«?Qrirf#4h  it  logtothen  Skiot  up^'baA^  oJF  jwnkaAl&k^khwm^A 
ditefe  all  ixmnd^  I'm  aa  tbir9fy  after  wk>rii  te  a  Voil^fix^  ailer 
a  dry-sbower.  Oomey'Botlhnitkt mybdy* yon  don'iiaieaM  to aoak 
tq^  aQ/tk4  J«irii0ba  in  your  0^1^  apot%e«''  J 
.  <,'  Thar  i^^iftiir-^-Tm  wM  obreasetaaUa  widi  afpy  man,  iad  wiU 
jbl»'7ffni[i9f  idiiiiUiig'«  the  "^(vfd  boA  no  dffiBBo^  meint.  Bnt  thiiA 
don't  make  na  onaay  Hrh^t I'^a  aaidiif  ii^Kenra^  flia^  a^  omqi 
aagar-brotby-aaiiaifaaeal  t^boatyv-:  >   :   '^  /    /I  • 

'   ''IKaikMwI'd^iM'aajr^aQdlhar^^lQaart.  r¥^al^ 
ri^r^^ai..  T<4i'fa  boftb  ct  yota  abhrto^tbyovr'-ownf^g^thigi 
I  reckon."  :.  ^  ^  .,   ^  t  - 

^^aerSfigteKfEifQaUiftbe  sl^tMf.  <^NeTer  f •  inlasBi.witii.  ybui 
1ri9^fNnroiHiii^i(iMtt^«sa#ii»£n9m  ftr  tba  doianna^  alWag^ 
yet  always' forgit  to  pile  our  hands  when  itadooe.-l!  BKfT'^hm^wik 
JUe  t>M^  ftbaa'ahoiidvedi^iiiiiaui.!  ef  I^  to  git  myi^btsVKnd 
I'd  like  l0  toea.iihe  irbite  tnan  thatsa^ya  «lie'  to  me !''  ^     ^ 

Tl&i,  waa  slad  ^sing^  and  with  a  iierce  look  at  Barton.  Dnruf* 
HwiA  a^Miidged.^Mi  «t>iK|mniaa;  i»AHlav«cFebaffaaii^riATtlli. 
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doa  of  ddiaiioe  wiiidi  he  migkt  be  disposed  to  ofibr ;  a  necessary 
pre)sattti<m,  as  Barton  was  one  of  that  iitkable  race  who  too  fre- 
quently smelt  the  fire,  when  there  was  really  nothing  to  be  fonikl 
but  smoke. 

^  Fsho !"  interposed  the  peace-maker,  Dnimmond.  **  Why  the 
devil  do  yon  talk  of  fight,  when  I  talk  of  drink.  None  bat  a  fbel 
fights  80  long  as  the  liquor  lasts.  Here,  hand  up  the  bottle,  Best, 
if  you're  sober  enough  for  it,  and  empty  your  cup.  1  go  for  a 
full  swaHow  aH  round,  firesh  from  the  fbmit4in.  Gome,  Barton, 
smooth  off  your  rough-dry  yisage,  and  suck.  Ton  shall  drink 
first*  if  not  too  bashfcl ;  and  if  you  are  liiat,  leave  it  to  me  to 
show  you  how  the  thing  may  be  done.  Quick  with  the  cup, 
Boatwiek,  there's  no  time  to  be  lost  I  want  to  get  at  the  pic- 
tures.   I  WEut  to  win  back  tome  of  my  mK>iiey." 

**  Or  put  a  leeQe  more  hito  the  hei^"  aniwerM  the  s^piatteif, 
as  he  earned  the  cup  to  his  lips,  and  emptied  it. 

«« Now  fiH^"  quo^  Dnomwmd. 

"After  you  finrt;" 

"  Well,  there's  no  use  taUng  up  preriobs  time  mi&hig  ftieee^ 
here,  boys,  is  good  Iiftk  to  all  good  fbllows*  The  wo)4d^s  made 
up  of  two  sorts  of  people— Aose  who  live  for  etheif  people,  and 
those  who  liye  by  other  people.  I'm  one  of  the  last,  but  I  dout 
eompfaun  or  quarrel  with  the  first,  seeing  that  we  can't  exaeclif 
do  without  'em,    I'm  ibr  live  and  let  live." 

"  That's  what  I'm  a  ihinUng.  It^i  only  jest  right  and  i^kteral,'' 
reloaded  the  squatter,  wamdy.  **  I  i^nt,  anyhow,  ^n  onrea^n- 
able  min.  Ton  first,  Mr.  Baorton,"  he  cmitinued  wiA  aiokkble 
toiie»  but  tritti  somethmg  ceremonious  in  his  manner. 

"  Drink  yourself,"  said  Barton,  "*  I  afaitin  a  hurry.? 

" i«id  I  uiM  ki  no  huny  iieitUer,"  answisfied  the  squitM  "I 
mnt  such  m  dog  when  I*in  a-tbainfting,  that  I  must  jump  right 
into  the  pond." 

This  was  said  doggedly.  He  had  not  beeiisuffieienily^  recon- 
ciled te  th*  other,  not  to  miaoonstiue  eveiTthiiq;  Aat  he  sStld. 
Bartos  saw  His  enor. 

««0h  I  I  didn't  mean  that,  Bostwick;  so  don't  be  woUsh.  Ill 
drink  and  have  done  with  it ;  00,  fill  up  f>r  me,  Ditimmond 
Tour  heakh,  men,  and  good  profits  always  to  good  feUowshap.'* 

*^  And  i^^Meous  pay  when  dm  work  is  done,**  added  BosCwtHc 
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,  "^  Am^n !"  fM>tb  Drammgmd.  <<  That'i  good  doetxme !  JLmI 
i|ow»  hoy$,  Ml  we've  got  bo  moie  to  do  to^nigbt  much,  $By  of  Wb 
shall  we  imn  up  the  pictures.  I'm  ready  to  face  yon  with  the 
gdd&dches,  Bostwick*    I  got  a  small  supply  from  Forbes." 

"Forbes!  who's  be r 

"  The  cap^Mn  of  tbefchoonex:»  and  a  fellow  you're  bom  to  like." 

"  I  doesnt  know  him." 

"  But  you  will.  And  that  reminds  me*  What  say  you  to  go- 
ing aboard !  We  Ofm  play  there  beti^  (tarn  hv£%  ttid  there's 
one  more  man  with  money  in  his  jpockets." 

**  Who— the  captain  r 

" Tea;  to  be  sure — Forbes;  a  fine  fellow  as  ever  tripped  aa 
anchoc  andt  I  reckoiiii  with  gnfaieaa  enough  to  bny  and  adl  \m 
all*  He  hasn't  bsen  sailing  between  Cbarlestown  and  Jamaica 
these  five  yeacs  not  to  have  eraaouned  more  than  one  seandieit 
to  buxftkig." 

**  Let  him  come  beret"  aaid  Bostwickf 

"  He  can't  I  Oan't  leave  the  vessel  But  he'll  be  infernal  glad 
to  see  us  ab^ardi  and  will  give  us  the  best  of  liquors,  a  good 
tfUe»  ipood^btPy  end-  a  supper  after  lt,*nell  muph  better  than 
we  cei^  get  berei.    What  say  you  ]" 

"  I'm  willing,"  answered  Barton. 

"  I  ain't,"  was  the  reply  of  the  squatter.  **  I  don't  like  the 
smell  of  the  sea  and  the  smell  of  the  ship.  It  always  hurts  me, 
and  makes  me  feel  oneasy.  Give  me  the  feel  of  the  solid  airth 
under  my  foot.  It's  a  sort  of  tempting  of  Providence  to  try  to 
lide  or  wslk  on  a  shifting  thing  like  the  water.  The  Jamaica  is 
good  enough  for  me,  jest  here,  and  I've  found  it  a  good  thing 
withont  any  water  at  all." 

Barton  would  b«ve  argued  the  ca9e  witb  the  squatter,  but 
Dmmmond,  the  better  politician,  yielded  the  point  at  the  proper 
noment,  and  before  the  victim  should  have  suspected  the  hook 
concealed  in  the  untaken  biut.  He  made  a  merit  of  necesdty, 
and  declared  himself  qnite  satisfied  with  any  arrangement,  par- 
ticularly if  it  called  for  no  delay. 

"  We  are  enough  for  fun,"  said  he,  "  and  have  gold  enough  for 
a  smart  fight  till  the  small  hours.  Whether  I  lose  or  win,  I  shall 
Jeep  sound  enough  when  the  time  comes  for  it.  Square  yourself 
round*  Barton,  and  haulap  your  legs.    Bost,  throw  a.  few  T\§hkt 


2T2  wooDcmAi^v  . 

MmSi  knot*  Isto  ihe  ire.  Let's  s^  wtat  ^r^  '^t«teg.  '}Axii  noi^ 
putvpTour  pemiJM.'  'n6irdow«begctf — cmiil)  ot  ]arg«v-wh!te 
or'yeUiiwf^'    '  ■       *  '  .   -   .f  i  .  v    . 

*'  When  iVd  once  had  the  feelhig  of  the  y/tUoir,  I  dbn^  13te 
to  touch  the  white,"  quoth  Bostwick,  *'  but  ife'U  begin  smafi,  ef 
it  pleased  yon.^  And  he  put  up  a  iibgle  guinea.  TH  othert  did 
the  same.  The  cut  was  made  for  the  de^»  wMth  felDlo  Batton, 
and  the  hande  #ere  deah'tound. 

"  '*Let^sMqoof'beftteiv^beghi/'^ri6dDilimniond,la3^^dD«Tt 
his  cards.  :        •  • 

**  I'm  agreeable/'  said  Bostwick,  reaching  ronnvf  fbr  th^  cup 
and  bottle.  Agaiin  they  drank  ^*  the  sly  l>rummond'  barely  dash- 
ing the  watet  With  the  ram;  and-fiiAiiton  imittttiiig  Ink  fbfrbearance. 
The  eqiatier  always  ^raidk'hi  g<oeQ  f^th;  bk  o#n  takedinevet^ 
allowifig^  lite  to  Bipposd  Am  hie  ase«datei,  ^*  oi4er.  te  (firenm-* 
vent  another,  would  ever  deny  themselves.  He  was  Airttieif  Ab^ 
ceived  by  Drummond's  eloqtaent'ciedarafl^ns  in-  fkter  df  g66d 
1ktfi»i.  It  n^ies  his  fi^nen«"topic,  irfnd- he  eveii^  Volnnlee^  a 
^hyrambie,  o<f  ibd^  fii^MciA-^prababiy  hia  ewn-^the  bttrdeHi  oF 
irhMh  gave  a  moat  glowing  frieture  of  the  glety t>f^  tbe'ba4ckaat^ 
lian,  and  a  most  melancholy  one  of  the  sorrows  of  temp^raoiee,^^ 
which  was  fiercely  chorussed— 

*'^t  the  mittc-sop  that  wftliors  in  Mtumn, 
And  shike«|  in  the  Mriiiteis  with  oh^l, 
M^  hfi  itho  Gltv««  dffwn  in  tbe  botUe» 
And  grqw*  wann  by  ^je  fi^  of ^  the  ttill  iy 

^.A  nightgf*  good  eeng  that*  DnimiaoBd;  ef  I  oonJd  aing,  Tdi 
laum.it:  "ISaoiild  .be  geod'  to  amgvheB  a  Mow  had  mo  Uqitoir^ 
'Twould  almost  warm  him  of  itself;  jest  as  one^  feels  warn  if  ])# 
only  wmtUsk  at  the  ennpty  jjug  wbete  die  Jamaica  haa  be«9  ktipU 
Spade's  tmH^«T?«*and  there's  a  lead  for  yon." 

The  devil!  The  acef '  cried  Barton,  throwing  down  the  toi» 
of  the  same  suit. 

**  Hebi  I  had  yon  then  V*  cried  the  a^^uatter,  with  a  chuckle. 
"  I  wonder  ef  there's  no  more  pi^rties  in  danger*  atonding  withoulb 
any  company.    V\\  fish  £or  'em." 

And  the  ace  was  followed  by  the  king^ 
.  '^Diekinel  why,  yoii'se  a  witoh,  B^ti"  wal  theory  pf  Dx««h^ 
mopd,  aa  ha  jrieUed  hii  knare  t#  the  lead* 
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''lis  hck  <itiay-^ii'd  •tiiM'l  h«d'  Mb«;  Vm  ^thkKing. 
Conntiip.    IVe'biie'tb'^ol'' 

lia  A  few  ilihiitMft^bi^  the  ^ualtof  giiih6y«d  up  Ibe  itlOt^^ 

''We'll  double !"  said  Barton,  pushing  up  two  gukieai* 

**  Ditt<>  !^  qutffti  Brummond,  doingif  IfltewiBe. 

"Pm  agreeabMr  «6  anting  wbentli^  kiA'a  wiA  »•»"  ira0 
the  response  of  the  squatter,  and  the  game  "was  lemiediwtk 
new  inte^sf.  dther  games  Mktweil,  and  Hhe  fcrtvaes  «f  the 
sqviatter  were  rising.  '    ' 

"  XetiB  llqdor;  W^.  R  may  ckim^  the  Itibk,**  wa^  agafa  the 
proposMoii  of  Bhitnbiond/  eattied*  mn^.  dk^.^  and  tiie*  i^aitiea 
drank. 

'*!  wimckder  Wh%kNft  M*Kewn  lEifi.^4-^  Mi»  BpUuiervf'*  ixM 
BostWii^t,  ai  Bai^n  now  gafheifed  tip  ihe  Mkek: 

"  Be  hete  dhrebtiy.  it^s  at  the  ft«MeX  I  'i^elcori.  If  yt)ii*m 
tired,  we'll  go  there." 

"Tifed!  Pd  hk^  lit)  see  till}  man  w%a< boiAd^ ture me  o4it  at 
this  bti^esd,    f'uiAi  on,' Barton.    "We^re  k-ii^aMag.^ 

"Itil  come  soon  etiotigh,  BofttwidL,  S^  jcm'i  'ibf  I*  vethoti 
luck's  changing  and  I  mean  tb  YooiyeutOui  to-«^W^  ' 

"l^laint  be  JUU,  ijtMy  man  df  your  tMben^  I^  t^litAing. 
What's  thatr 

••Adfamond."*      '  •     !  .. 

"  Throw  on  more  lightwood-^  there's  no  seemg  What  one's  got." 

"  l^hai^tf  oily  beeafuse  you'Ve  got  so  fittle,  I  *su|ipbie;  What 
do  you  dol**  -  .     '  ;    . 

"  Stand,  by  Jih^ !    JPlay  to  that  1'*  ffngftig'dlefwti- »  earcL 

'*S6  1  witf,  had  itoe  yoti  wtot  be  «ifagj  imtAt:* 

"fhe^ettti  •Tou'htf  ttwacbf* 

"Tee;  ahffldie  dfeuee  too r 
.  ^Jimini!   that's  what  I  call  mighty  bad  fyrthi.    I  slood«tt 
king  and  tray.** 

**  Cut  on  both  ends;  high  and  low  ^  and  look  at  that  amd  that  i" 
flihgibg  db^n  knave  and  ten. 

J  Cnki — Lord !  what  an  etamal  hand  P* 
■  •*Sciirid;B6str^ 

"Skw'd,  never!— see  by  that,  if  I'm  skear'dr  And  to 
noV  thiKttt  Aill  l^^t^ffit^  abcF  d^andi^  fiiatt^ey  eli^MtHbe 
covered. 
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**  You're  sWm  to  make  « thcprt  xigkt  of  it,  Bo0t  1"  said  Dram- 
mond.    *'  At  that  rate,  the  time  of  some  of  as  will  he  short,  too !" 

'^  Out  loone !"  ^ried  the  aqiwtter — **  I'm  the^  old  sarpent  now. 
1*11  wind  you  up." 

"  I  mnst  have  another  aop  .of  Jamiuca,  bojrs^  to  give  me  lieart 
to  begiut"  said  DrmBmoad.  **  There's  too  mujsh  to  lose,  on  an 
empty  ftmnaeh*    Who  sayg  for  ^  sijip?" 

**  I'm  4Maisei»ling  1"  wes  the  pUant  answer  of  jpostwick.  "  But 
where  the  d — ^l  is  M*Kewn  V* 

*^  He'ft  abost  f  ,  Hte'U  be  h&ca  directly.  A»d  now,  ^ys-^the 
bold  betier,  the  honest. Y^iane^  and  to  him  whotcan  keep  wh^t 
he  gits." 

**  It's  a  wise  man  to  be  all  three,  I*m  MhUikiog*  but  I  ^oks 
it  with  a  whoop  1  Whoqp  1  whoop!  horrah  1  &r  the  first  horse 
and  the  best  diot !  Wboop  t  whoop  I  hurrah !  and  ^e  deyil 
takeM'Kewn!" 

'*Am€ttr'.  quoth.  Dcunynawjl,  99boii^  the  pious  adjuration:— 
then,  in  a  whisper  to  jSartou' — "The  pake's  bitten  him  fwl^T* 
It's  time  tbiit  we  should  win#  sov*  When  his  gold's  all  gone 
he'll  probacy  be  wiUing  to  go  ,top." 

''  Whoop,  old  (Ms^fh  aimI  ikt  jour  p'bters  I  I'm  the  old  ser- 
pent, I  tell  you,  and  am  going  into  you  with  a  horn.  Whar'a 
the  gotdd  1  oh !  thar !    It's  fifteen  gumeas  I'm  to  take  up.'.'  . 

"  If  you  caiu" 

•'Bf  I  kinl  £f  be  kang'd !  Vvx  the  man  to  take  <  of'  by 
the  collar,  and  make  him  work  in  my  harness.  '  £f' s'  no  maS" 
ter  of  mine,  aad  never  was  1  I  kin  send  him  tothe  right  about 
with  a  whoop  I  yAxoQ^  1  whoop !  hurrah  I  and  into  the  shiners  !'* 

The  cards  were  to  be  desk  by  the.  squatte^r ;  but  he  bad.  so 
many  ejaculations  to  make,  and  a  pause  accompanying  each, 
that  the  ptocesi  was  a  slow  one. 

"  Three  to  you,  Drummond ! — whoop,  old  fellow,  I  likes  you.'* 

''%And,  thua  speilkingi  he  threw  the  arm,  with  the  card  hand, 
about  the  neck  of  the  preferred  companions,  and  drew  liim  lor* 
ingly  over  into  his  lap. 

**  I  always  thought  you  a  good  fellow,  Bostwick,  of  a  moat 
Midor  heart" 

**Andwho9ay/iIm'tt  I'm  aa  tender  aa  a  jgal  child.  Oh  I 
of  you  could  only  see  my  Doiy." 
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*«T<mr  what!"  adted Xhtuirtottd. 

"I  didn't  Bay  <  what  /'  I  said  Dory !  Dory's  Wf  oMest  gd 
tbHif  and  a  beatlty  of  tlie  ftresf,  and  nobody  diall  say  atiyihing 
mirespec'fal  about  ber." 

"  To  be  sore  not.    She  Is  a  beauty."; 

"I  know'd  yoa'd  say  so.  Yorfre  li  l&an  of  sense  aad  a  g«i>- 
tlemau*  Drmnmond.  Ton  shall  see  Dory  some  of  theM  days. 
She's  a  gal  ebild  to  pli»ase  a  g^detnan.  WiAlt-^bnt  "why 
don't  you  play  1" 

^DeaT  onl  tbe  cards,  then,"  said  Barton,  Who  was  yeamtog  to 
rested  sbnie  of  Ms  lost  g<dd  to  hfs  peekei 

^Deal! — irell,  I  swow!  but  I  h^  die  {itetaTs  in  my  own 
hand.    That's  strange.    How^s  that !" 

*»Wly,  to  be  sure -k- you're  dealing,  and  you've  giren  me 
three.    Qo  oli  to  Barton.'' 

"Three  to  you.  Barton,  and  three  to  me." 

The  deal  was  finished  after  some  ferthw  maticBb  defa^. 
Bostwick  picked  up  his  cax^s,  and  the  habit  of  ph^  contended 
suceeasfUly  for  awfafle  with  hia  drunkenness;  He  abtolately 
won  the  game.  Barton  became  captious,  and  was  kept  in  cheek 
only  by  the  vigilance  of  Dmmmond.  The  latter,  finding  that 
the  squatter  was  s^  abie  to'plAy  his  carda  with  habitual  skill, 
proposed  another  draught  of  Jamaica ;  but  Bostwick  had  under- 
gone a  new  phase  of  drunkenness  and  feeSng.  fie  refused  dog- 
gedly.   The  maudlin  had  given  place  to  the  sull^i* 

**'So\  Tin  Uister'd  ef  I  do!  I'll  not  dtink  agb  jest  now. 
Drink  yeteelf,  ef  you  likes  it.  I  don't;  It  don't  do  me  no  geod« 
I'm  a>thinking  of  my  cMMren.  Jest  now,  I  tiBced  ef  Dory,  and 
yon  dijbtkw^w  Whvt  I  meant  And  when  I  wanted  to  deal,  I 
forgot  an  about  H.  That  aiakes  me  know  I  Ve  had  jest  enovgii 
for  a  sober  man.  Jamaica  ain't  a  sensible  Itqnor  ti  you  takes 
too  much  of  it.    I've  had  my  share  for  this  drinknig;" 

^  You're  right !"  quoth  Dnuniooid.  ^  I  ftepoaed'aa  a  matter 
e^  ooura^  seeidg^  I  wanted  a  Mik  fliiy«ei&  btt  ifs  true.  Best,  I 
thought  you  had  a  dose  large  enough  for  your  business  hslf  •« 
kenr  ago.*^ 

**  Ton  don't  mean  to  say  I'm  drunk !" 

«*  No !  not  exaedy  drunk,  but  a  Httle  in  ike  fog,  that's  aU !" 


2^6  W0QBCR4F?* 

'*  In  the  fog !  It's  a  mgn  of  h§  tat  pt^  wfa^n*  IVe*  l>e(fii  ^ng 
lOl  the  wkiBii^;'       :        '  f  J 

'^  Fshe !!'  ^4  HvfUoL  **  TM'g  iJI  kok -^hck  don't,  a«k  if 
a  man's  drank  or  Boher  when  she  turns  on  his  Aide/'  , 

*'  You  think  so !  It*8  lock  i  iv;fdU  we'll  try  lock  Ale^emore. 
Y««  doA'l  mM  falteniog  the  sbe^p  V* 

''^Ilwibnchr 

^Oh!  it-dMYmat^ef  I  put4o|m,jom  go^ld^  m  fpifil^a^jcm 
wants  to  see  kivered.    That's  all  I  ax !" 

TkerpiWwa%so0«^riM^  The  oard«  d^$ii  i  tbo  cfdjnf^  j^jed 
and  the  prize  won.  J^towammd.  wm  4he  sgceefififi^l  gaiy psteTf 
His  floecels  eonli^iued  tn^l  t))'e  )a$t  g^inAa  pf  tbf)  ^mfttei?  was 
put  np.  It  was  lost  also.  Qostwi^  was  oni^  more.  Deduced  .t* 
kifl  8hi^g«»  aodr  pretty  w#U«ehev^  l^ytlie  re:irjer9a  oflo^une. 
The  shillings,  in  turn,  became  the  priee  of  hps  offton^ts,  aD4> 
starting  to  his  feet,  he  «ei9ecl  tto  h^loy  and  BwallowjDd  a  (wM 
doilBght  of  ikm^U]f  U^uoA. 

"WheieislhitMMyw^tikivM^KevBr  4 

«*Oaii  yoa  iget  more  gold  horn  hon,  ^kdnk  joaf"  d^immded 
Dmtnmdadv  fri^.  at  pJeMaiit  /sneeir  upon  hie  co«ntes#^..  • 

"^Kin  1 3"  he  afasw^sred,  <<  £f  I  let  him  oS  ifj^Li^B&ihm  a 
hundred  giikieas»  vii^  I  ngSY^x,  ta«te  a  djrop  ag^" 

**  Lei  nd  iedk*  Mfo  at  ^be  vewel.  I  have  no  dpiij^  we  sba}l 
find  km  thevBk  I!fl  go  wttik  70a  aa  loog  aa  there,  le  sxkj  hope 
of  the  guineas." 

.  ''Come  dienr  Hast  hli  livori.  hfB'f  .a^^dging  pm*  Bprt  he 
iMi't  kaow  me  yk.  Ill  ffSel  ihe  h^iUm  of  his  poeketa,  or  the 
bottom  ef  Ms  keiM  fhW  tmet^Bf  he'«  gotr  «9y.*' 

•'▲notfaMT  diM^fc  kiefof^iwe  9tMrt!"  frie<i  jD^iumneodr  dnBg 
«bki»feet.  Tke'oeke«sJQbeAhini#frkispetatipiiji«  Th^ntbej 
ail  preeeedad  to  iho'^l^er  bank,  Kg akifit  wfatph,  4ji«o«t  -tonohiog 
it,  lay  th<^  TBsaeL 

^Yo«'ttgD«]^i«8DnboMrd}"       i 

««N6!  You  gb^DruttMMwlraliAkriiig  kimioiit^    PlLwait  fbr 

Barton  would  haye  tried  to  persuade  him,  ]^nt  Dpy^DM^ 
again  interposed.  .    .  '  : .     :; .  i  * 

'<  So/'  wid  ke» "« AeiB'iJ  no  use.  If  he  get#  m^ir^  ro^neyt  ho'U 
only  ^ant  to  go  back  to  the  tent  to  play." 
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And  tto  Iwky  i^«M  on  hiMti  ikw  ^vei^l,  wlikli  lay  ^ii^U  toek- 
iog  wftN  tli^^0»  mtfl^y  i^ibte  on  ker  deeksi  and  eywythngr 
lOent  around.  They  soon  idMppmte^itowt  die  sightof  the  iqilatA 
l6r»  wko tkr^w MouMf  do^rttoti  ^e  ^Hms  to  #irait tbair  HBtmm 
irttfi  liVef#B.  WferSd  b^  hty  them,  half  ttuirid^  yet  MU  of  bcM 
CYt^  M^e^'  uiiiMr  uen  left  iiki^'hnf^nwMt  and  approaebed  kiiii» 
Be  noted  their  itMMi«tteer«nd  e^idtided  tbe*i  to  be  dietut^ 
persons  lAe  hiril  Jili^  left  bin,  nrturbiiig  with-  U*S/tttm.  Thegr 
bad'iMdted  'Mft,  #b«ii  he^sev^eiM  that  lUy  w^ie  strangers 
AAdaM  MQeM 
"  Where's  M'Eewn/'  said  he,  rising  to  his  feet 
**  In  the  cabin/'  was  the  reply  of  one  of  them»  "  and  the  cap- 
tain's sfttnning  a  long  yam.  He  says  yon  mast  come  to  him.'' 
**  111  see  him  d— d  first.  Tell  him  to  come  to  me." 
"  Oh !  that's  all  gammon,  my  hearty.  Ton  most  go  to  him." 
With  these  words  the  .spqkeman  laid  a  hand  on  Bostwick's 
•boulder,  lightly  and  without  any  show  of  violence ;  but  a  some- 
thing in  the  toi^e  |^ld•^^^MleC|4)f  jthe  |l^w  ^mad  to  alarm  the 
squatter ;  he  pushed  him  off,  recoiled,  and  clapped  his  hand  to  his 
dMe'lHrlri^kHift.  itwafr^pmr.  He-vhuidiMinBed.  Noi^too- 
iriiB8t^Mw«U<Hi^ed  ibr  pA^by^  He  wsaa  at  ^oe  gnp^^ed  hj  att 
Ae  Ibfeey  ttfted off  bivl^^  bi  m menleiit,  and,  stvn^ifliiig^  tbb 
whiev  ^tw  earried  ok  bonrd  ibe  Teasd.  SuMenly,  he  wiaa  lei 
dewn  dito  tbel  dasli  but  opes  beld»  aid  sUddewn  and  anrayv  ai 
be  dum^t^'bito  llie  bettonlese d^tbs  ef  the  eaa.  But  he  smq 
eHeoi|ntewpA'«e<llid ebjeot  He nlbdover  a  pile  of  rioe  banreh I 
aad  fhmpBi  At  tboft  with  the  btaU  of  one  bi  mertal  dread  of 
maAMig.  Olie  stara,  fbr  a  sin^o  nMtait»  wiarri  visible  e^rbeafl. 
'Bat  m  Mgier  blstut.  Tbe  opemng  wiis  tbe«  daikeMsd  by  the 
igirrerof  Ureapioflk  He  adrfovelo^ieaMbriiriekbd  todicM 
fat  qvieetien,  aj^eah  said  Blmmer^  b4«;,:with  rwle  b^igbter,  iAiey 
dappeii  down  tbe  hatches,  and  Mt  Inm  m  mraritigbleddarkaesat 
/Pfie  hmt^  weni  by  weaitty,  and^in-  utter  eihawatioB,  tb* «ap^ 
tfire  trteiit  Wlmr  be  awAened^  kr  abiiest  eweoned  wMl  the 
Mekmn  wUeH  be  Mti  Tbe  bOiowe  were  rockng  beaeatb  biiil 
He  wflsfdMa^eet  attea.  Whe^  enieeedl  to  appeatf  on  deek^ 
4be  land  iras  a  mere  riband  ak>ag  the  reife  ci  the  ocean.  He 
wai  fiynfgf  yWifciue,  frem  Ms  ikmfliar'  swamps  and  fastnesaeBi  hia 
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«"  Oh !  Dory !  Doay !"  ke  oried,  is  this  comvMlioo  hufmi  itielf 
JOfon  him.  **  I4n  agnhie  from  you,  the  Lord  only  kii#w»  wbor', 
and  maybe  won't  nercv  see  yon  no  more  1*' 

^  One  dang^te  disposed  of/'  said  M^Kewn,  to  hmmdi,  at  he  left 
the  eahia— for  he  had  been  tibere  at  the  mommt  ifhfn  the 
iqnatier  was  brought  on  bou^*-*-"  amd  if  Forbes  and  Dnunmend 
ean  take  a  hint,  tiie  impndent  scoKwdrel  wUi  gi^e  his  secrtst^  to  thf 
sea  rather  thati  the  air.    His  nonth  is  stopped  fer  erer  i'- 

l}e#  80  fast»  M^KewB.  The  sea  has  been  known  to  give  ap  its 
secrets  as  weU  as  its  dead.  We  shall  see  in  dne  tinerwhs^  is  to 
come  of  all  this ! 


OHAPTEE  XLI. 

porgV's  NcyrioNs  of  ti*«  vsmvt. 

As  weliave  no  partiealar  taiotrv«vj«st  now  at  leaat^lbr  MIeiK* 
mg  the  ^ntVMB  isi  the  s^nttev  npen  the  stes»  let  as  letani  4e 
the  dry  land^and,wkh  aU  speed,  to  Ael^ifted  homestead  of 
6le»»fibeiley«  We  left  Captain  Porgy  and  his  two-coaipnnsms^ 
Millfaense  sand  Fordhsdn,  ahont  to  censole  ihshn^ekiH  with  asp^ 
per,  after  the  fhtignes  of  the  fruitless  seansb  aft^r  Bostwiok^ 
Lance  Frampton  had  gone  te  see  his  sweetheant,  and  the  petty 
of  three  prmred  ^te  adeqaate  to  the  supper  in  his  abaf4ee« 
Tom,  the  cook,  had  reeo^eced  his  good  hnmer;  Poia^  the 
waiter,  after  a  fte^pent  lessming  froaa  the  flat  broad  handa.^ 
his  senior,  had  impiwed  m  Innwledge  of  his  dntiesv  and  aeti^ity 
hi  their  perfuwnapee ; '  and  the  OTening  repast  had  been  ei^y  ed 
wiA  an  eqnal  degree  of  satiirfaction  by  aU  parties  F^Mdham 
did  net  long  reaiein  after  sapper,  bm  took  his  leaw  while  Pbrgy 
and  MMhense  were  Hghtbgpipe&  While  be  seMsteed,  bawevan 
be  was  an  amused  Hstaner  to  the  gvandian  conntilt.of  the  JM^ 
whose  8elf*>ealeem  feand  graleM  exeiaise  in  aaffisring  the^gaast 
to  see  how  strictly  he  held  the  fe|ns  of  authority  in  his  gtaiqv 
and  widi  what  jadgment  he  eoold  rebnk«  the  want  of  it  inJUa 
superior.    He  had  employed  himself  in  twiltN^p  th0  faptein-witb 
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aft  tke  tlmigUbt^  frt^fli^ate  nod  e:ip94siir^  perfoiniuoes  of 
wUoh  he  had  beeagvatj^aad  oot  only  throuf  bvoui  htf  eaoaapaignfl^ 
hot*  M  &r  M  he  hait  Aequireia  )uK>wl«dge  ef  tbwit  dwng  «U 
hfe  life  pmvimis.  The  w^#et  hed  heeii  b9f>i»gbt  op  bj  a  le^ 
peeled  l^Bmaon  to  the  fidaea  be«tovred  upon  the  aqeatter'e  child. 
"  IVb  the  weeknese  of  the  e^^pie,  Hr.  Fondhaoi/'  quoth  he — 
''his  weiy  wetet  iafarmilj.  I'm  e  meet  thinkii;^  its  the  oaly 
ant  he's  ^«<**lmt  it's  n  migbt^  bed  <me  ^  e  meo,  that  weate 
eveffytiuiif  on  Us  plantation  forthe  working  of  a  cwp.  gieh  a 
inanhAsneiigMtob^lpyQenitis.  It*4asorfioffiitti«go0one'sowii 
life  to  lesigdien  othet  people's*  I^ov«  all  through  the  iv«r  'iwes  / 
jest  the  same  thiiif .  He'd  be  a  giving,  whenevef  he  had  it,  and ; 
to  all  sorts  of  peoj^e.  And  he  was  elwajrs  «  giving  to  them* 
persons  ft^  whom  tfilMw  was  no  si»rt  of  reason  tn  ixpeet  to  git 
anjdiing  baek  again.  Kow,  jon  know,  there's  no  sort  of  chakit^ 
in  doing  lor  people  who  hain't  do  nothing  fbr  yxm.  The  proper 
MSksefii  diaritjF  is  alwajs  to  git  back  £$bt  it  a  leetle  nwre  and  a 
leetle  better  than  you  give^  Bat  Chopin  Porgj  oonld  neYer>  so*' 
fiir  aa  I  see,  git  th^  dg^  senae  of  ebmty  and  giiMros^r^.  He 
wae  always  a  waiNiiig  hinnidf  on. people  i^  hadn't  nothUig*  and 
wam't  in  the  way  to  git  an3rthing.  £f  theiDe  was  a  peco'  cainp 
woman  tiiat  had  lost  h^r  man  m  a~  ifaimm%eitfe-cappin  was 
pi^^jf^^jM^m  Up»>.  I'yp  sftfld  tJ£jo  it 
"a  dosen  tmSr^oWr^3Siiw^  all  great  fooBsbneito.  ££  he  had 
gmn  her  a  »a*ter  of  three  or  fgnr  English  sfaiJUSngs,.or  we'll 
say  five  or  tmi  or  twfen^  podads  sontfnentel  eorvenoy,  after  M 
had  got  so  plentifhlihat4iM  aui^ht  woik  «!lth  a  pack  of  it,  and 
net  aim  his  potatoes  after  all-r^rwhy  tbetft  nwmt  hv^t  been  a 
joslifying  of  his  doings^  bet  tor  Smg  tihegeineaa  away,  the  raal 
gait,  all  yeUew  jaokelSf  ibf^yfiivie,  tesr^^-jiodt  aa  maaQr  e«  he  bad 
^  wlMi  die  shjiffings  wonid  >h«re  done  as  woU*— jOiat  was  the 
sin  and  the  foolishness  of  the  business.  And  the  cappin  has 
been  ^ery  Ibolish  and  a  great  mpner  m  that  way«  Then  he'd 
waste  hitauelf  on  the*sort  of  company  he  kept  Now,  eappiny 
what  did  yon  erw  see  in  that  Usa^  longshanks,  Oakenberg-<^ 
that  called  himself  a  doctor— ^a  fellow  that  sickened  and  killed 
more  good  fellows  with  hisyarbs  and  poultices  than  he'll  erer 
nMOi  in  heaveB^what  did  yon  see  in  that  skimh  of  a  feli^w  Ut 
make  yon  do  for  hhn  what  you  did!     Why,  Mr.  FQirdbi^n« 
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door  ii<igMo¥  tb  a  bom  ebdidt,  M^  «f  hit  m^b*  ttetd'feed'didli^, 

cotfldn^  wjD^tk  liof  il^f  r  Waa  tlie  Bkbitf4est<ctiap'yotr«^r  «€ieJ^' 
and  e^idd  otily  talk  cotiQ«i«ed  «boiit  «n«kfiiB;  dhd^faoir  1^  i>#  mife. 
in  %iitSiig  in  the  armyi  ll^had  ftlloW'liVed  on  ^^vef  cappin,  'and 
tho«r$h  the  capiiln  ^^ised  th6  MlW,  iUMt  polMd  «df  «oi^  6f  ftiti' 
aH  hhn,  y«ih«  ^n  hiA  ffioney,  &tid  dlolfh^si  aMd  fooAt  iHioii  te' 
if^lditdd  tb«iii^  ^yhi«MeVr;  At  «fiiM4tl»  icitihfnagfr  ire  kmdi 
iMmiritfr  f^Mer  eUTktk^aTetry^HiM  oaqpplii  ntondWadti  Bdtidi 
ottcer,  Mid  KAd  ytt  M'd«liv^/and'vm4t6drt(i'«UdL«fafaDi|itboh«^ 
hM  th«  i«d  OMil  >n^A0  etth^  tAighty  di^nnVor  :|ii^||ltywBagri' Adi 
iHken  difera  WM  ii»  taM^^ln  {%,  foi^ih^o&aldaH'gkroD  to  miiiliis* 
hbtBo  dOM  Ag&  <h^<«lppii*0,inid  tibb«d')ligjfi«t9liiii  kif  fwdi' 
BfHif^  dirty  l6cftIi9^m'pon  h«dti't  it^niis^  iife  I  redctm  fa^^' 
ha^  IcHted  titm.  Wdt»  Ae  eAp{>iii'  fli«d  iip  fiorrioiip,  apd  tal  danrnf 
the-p^or  Moiv'iuia  jei4c^-^eii«  Ufm  deantfaroiigfti  lri*«kiiU  t»' 
kfl  ebin;    I^ohi' rtu  in^-^fVam  "meiibew  oU^^^ai'ii 700,  Tom  ¥*^ 

'«Tot>^  sui^l  'meinMi'^''  ^tioth  Torn,  ^tvfaa'  fbrfc^ndar? 'Mans^t 
sa«^4m«  fM  dat  oMiiy^eoati  and  hreMiM^  md  ^ootsi  hvfe^'vwp 
td  do  d««ttt>,  to  dib  dliy/'    ^ 

''Tb«l'»Hr  exctehtied^MilfiimM;  <*^Tha«*9itl  Toiumiw 
strippod  tho  <yffioor,tco«|«  hro^h^  bOota  and  ali/ipid  gibonhidy^ 
oifctfind  '^  to  hinmiiistM^,  lh«cttpplii4bOT0,  jrftoif  Ul  tto  figirtbig*. 
1^  ovisr.  T^Kal  do  yos  <htfik^  Joat  kt  Hiat  iMmnt  Ifeiaew 
Dir.  OakeHbot^^  wiib  Ms  hnff  i4i«fAt8,aDdT  Mghi  aho^dBrapd^ti^ 
i4gb  mke&f  anil  hii  kltl»  the  ^^ifb^  ptte'oveii  to  Oalqei^>0r|^'' 
"  '*B^'  tifttei  MUNitMHlhhilf  Jei^ I IM  dat^  l^kukt  i  grA^^ 
do  «loaJ9;-^d»  dMlarJidb  w Hgfit'iMr  tak;^etB;<^ini4  nioMr. 
ttt^  ro^Hd  ilMv« aad kibk  ateo^eti  Miisia  j^vMntooifev pun^r  mn. 
guinea  fot  oairb«t  1  neMer  awde^ahfaie irf  dit^gniBiNiiMv to 
dteday/'^ 

•<It^  all  tnio^  Mk  tlotdham^  aaO^wn  t^  760;  ke  kittstlKi 
i^«30«tw!tbhi84iytthand$4-«-*^aBd>\v9ienTomtfti)ip8hnih4  gHrw 
fabil^nie&taU,--->flnit«leibko«Modi  ooal/hal^boo^ 
to  tbo  meaneat  and  moat  tMd^M^nKi&g^ikaiik  in.  the  wh<^'  incmy/^ 

'''Ok !  lOmMiase,''  quoth  Poi^>  /«had  you  aeon,  the  viitfab 
^e*o#  poor  Oikeabotfr^  aai  h^  awir  &ri^  bwecbes,  adi  IbokaA 
dowaal'llis  o«iihi  ha*  legs — i*^  -      »{      . 
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ihearmj " 

^*^&Alk  "T*  fa  ill  > 
uuuui  i  or^y. 

'^  But  not  ftt  yonr  co«t  and  ixpense !" 

«<  Why,  Maft«iMe,  lisleE^  10  Tom)>«bcl  li«  wfl)  ttfi  ^^oa  ihat  it 
wm«  «C  Mif  tbit  AOi:  tfiipmm.  Thiste  *^t»  th«  ^  doAUe  beantjr  of 
my  pt^fcj^toefj  1  not  odil^  tfothei  «lfe  aafced^liiit  cdinpeU«il 
tiuit velfiBk M^iin^lM)  lV>i)»,  to^'becmoedknitablei'^  • 

"Psho^rHoMI^k^W  Atttftyobm  f  ay  Tom  J^  t  Bon^t  I  Inotn 
«nd  dof^  h^toio^,  tliat^lM^if  l^t  bot«  tbMi  b«  bttigainedibiv^-^'* 

•"No !  Mom  ^Meb  piftfioai  lAm  yon  'f wmifted.  Tbo  troth 
%  Ulpplkli^hM^y'fnA^'wmetefo  HMtsh^B-wlioh  yom'vB  got  mneyw 
Ton  don't  know  an^  decent  way  to  git  rid  of  it.  There,  yon  -was 
awiffi'  fa/t  1UthMfi4h$li  <ftllbir,  DenbiMiq,  about  yon^  eadag  the 
lowance  of  other  men,  and  diriidiivg'iiiire  tbaa  his  aWaie  of  lite 
^ismAm alitrays^anil^Mr  lAmJil  immt  oo«ld  be dol  Be  Wam't 
a  reasonable,  nseficil  man.  He  conldn*t  cook  a  steak,  orrbake  a 
loaf,  or,  sew  birtnm>bree<b«a«  ^r^dDiOothiBg.  JHe  ocnld  baly Joke, 
^g,  tM  tdl  yedtekik>^Si«torieai  koA  aiak»  ibam  foolirii  p^Ttriea 
^-^■'-ilttk^fe-g^mk^lfakttin  taak**^a»ewaiAbiockioyft^  another 
'a^tbo'iond^iP  tH^ifai«ra0  i  m«y«ayi,iAghi  iiat«v««<^f0r  whezte  dt 
-yoa^  Immt  .diMaa^'MneAile  p^ple  taUtingiMrith  a  bell  nnging  b 
Hkth^mm^^^^^itiml  TbatifeUow)  eauldnH  Jc8e|>.  anything-***^ 
money,  clothes,  hat,  shoes, —  everything  wekit/ioMehow,  and  jit 
the  fellow  was  such  a^k^ted'^MlttiMii^be  »eT6r  a^emed  to.  care 
'^Ihcm^lk'd  «H»ilMid.W9Mild  jast  bacfp  m^  faragUig  mai  ^pnff,  and 
«]ttalteg  ltii4*ik4^«'IMte^md.ihUMt«»4hai^  vitk  «  sari  of 
looaeneaa  Mait  4«M^«|alb«ii*' 

•  f  Cfemat  tbia^t'ltiMh^ag^^  yonraribftt  hot  ibe  rannifag'aarwn 
my  poet.  Dennison  is  a  great  fellow  and  hai^  fma^mi^  iarad 
mu  fiiiBi^iidMBe.  Kitoa tbkn/oaee, whan ^  warestarmf  itr the 
•wani|ia»  I  8bonld<)ipMDaoQinyy  Ihraat,  or  yonra,  MHlkousB,  bat  for 
tha-  aotfBdlalion,  addch  Ban&ison  bvonght  me  ia  his  veraea  !an3 
*mmffi  f-  a«Kl  OakabUerg,  tkon^  as  yon  aay,  a  gr^at  fiwl,  was  yet 
it^4otiikm¥lk^inili^  ga  ba^Jfaeuaigtaa  afmiihitigittmself  kaghed 
jiMba^ ifiMiSii^ti^  aensfiUT^ple.  Jble  bad  hn^ttiM 
'ISafiwiina^iBfiriMlteri^^  aai 
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y 


te  jyofe Dinniitn  iBidQafceubflPg hege before logg.  Ij^sked 
them  both  to  come  and  see  me."  .__  .      i 

««Thed4t4>«tt>did!    X^  4on'i  mj,  CdfiMiu*'. 

"  Ay,  but  I  do  1  yoa  may  look  for  them  both  aoim  c^  thofif 
days." 

The  sergeant  thvew  up  haoda  and  egFaa  iaiiMX)9&  ' 

"Tharitial  TU  old  way  I  Thar  iaooeeAdta  the  fibgi^g 
away  of  som^  meaVi  goinaai,  Wby»  Lord  bleps  jfHW  cajppin,  f^ 
onae  they  git  here;  ye«11  nevec  git  diet  of  thenu  Tbey'ra  peo|^ 
ttr  sliek like « pttdi  piaster^ aad  tO'dnaw  lika  annatard." 

<<  Wdlr  they  BiHBi  itiok  then  i  P<H»r  devilstthegr  moat  stkk 
somewhere.  The  w6rld  owes  them  a  lhriiig>:aiid  thsy  mna^.have 
it  They  were  bonitto  «  oe|tam  anaottt  ofannshiaaiJind  if  they 
can  ind  it  at  GHen-£berley/ while  I'm  viaatar  lof  it,  th^'ra  ifel- 
come."'    •  .    .' 

"Whyisavayomei^^^l  Th^rVdDnQihiB^b«iefiNr%UFiii«. 
They  kahift  work  staid  thco^won't," 

""  WeO^  if  they  can't  #o«k  heEie»  the)r  ean  wodc  «awherfu 
aergeaht'^ 

«•  That's  time !  Let  'em  slarre  than  and  be  •r.^^t" 

^N<|! mo!  Yon  dcmft  aay  thai  £mn your  hear|(-**<ml^  from 
yonr  head,  sergeant*  and  your  brafina,*  jnstiMMr,  basie  ir^  inlo.a 
kmk^  m  coiiseqaenoe  of  the  eare  aAd  anxiety  wfaioh  yon  fee) 
about  my  feniones.  Bnt  den't  be  afflicted.  Oakenbeiig  aMd  I>en- 
ttison,  dMndd  tiiey  come  kerei  will  both  wosk  for  nte^  tbongh  pei^- 
hai^  not  in  tte  fields." 

<*  I'd  Jest  Mke  to  onderstand  iMfw,  caffin." 

^  How  1"  fiiath  Poi^,  emptying. his  pipa,«-Hkhetn  laokii^  up 
and  aionnd  hinif  wii& 'm  smaiawbat  fncttM/gace*  rflint-tb^  «kiln» 
as  if  listening — after  a  few  mometils  of  panea  he  naM         ^     ( 

"'Dalnet'hearnbitdSn'mock-UBd.iin^gl  Hairkldoyoa 
net  hear  it  now!"  •     ^        /..t 

All  parties  appeared  to  listen^  at  length,' eaya  lIMhnaaa i      • 

*<  It^s  die  singing  of  the  fire>  I  veoken,  oap^phi.  I  don*A  hear 
nothing.    It's  tec  toon  in  ^  season  for  mookkig  bards  to  aing^V 

''No!  not  when  the  weather  is  good.  I  halie  heard  thai, 
Jreais  ago,  in  all  the  taeea  aroind  the  hdQSb»  aittgiag  tlMngh.  Ibe 
winter,  and  fre^endy  at  nighi,  and  all*  a^ht.  ISilif  attte)i4kwe 
aah^ to ^ and IreU settled  habitdtioIM^ and lifiBreav theii gM^ 
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They  belong  to  man.  1  axa  di8|>o«e4  to  think  tbej  wmT  orett^ 
ed  for  him»  mad  to  do  this  pwtl^iilar  jdntjr.  Xen  lika>  tiwit  Htfaric, 
lb.  FenUMlD.  do  joa  not  r 

"^  W«U»  Mppiii»  I  ean't  iajilurt  I  erer  ktors  'am  widt,  ODlet» 
when  flon^hMly  tdU  oie  t6  Itttep.  ,jAb  4ato  hUbag  their  pwic  E 
OBnfeflOr  cii»Fn^  I'd  BMch  nih^  hem  ^'ffmd  £ddU.*r 

<*  And  BO  woiiU  I/'  qttoih  ttiUhonfl^  « tbovgh  I  (Wii^t  oom 
fiddle  Buisic  a»  auek  either.  ▲  geml  hom  k  n^  inutic,  and  I 
oooBt  abottt  bam  OD  the  rivev  aft  U^  jwjseteat  of  aU  kiada  of 
■MisioL  I  kin  liatetLto  that  hiJA  »  Misht,  that  'i%  whoa  I.  m'i 
too  mnah  tiiad  and  hmgrjr/'      ^ 

"^I  like  thai  too,  MilUi0iif€^«ad  loam  reliahagood  :fiddle  in. 
a  erenrd;  B«t  vJiat  iraiild .  701I  i^unk  «f  a.  person  who  ahooUL 
tell  jon  that  ha  didn't  lelish  Aa  boat  hom»  MiUhoaaa" 

**  Why,  I'd  aay  he  mtght.aa  mil  ha.atone  deaf  and  h^nd  too.f 

^  Aileaat,  yon  wonldn't  aappose.  he  vaa  any  the  battermaiL 
fl>r  Doihavinf  an  ear  for  the  nmai^  of  the  honu" 

"^No  t  I?d  be  thinking  he  was  rather  the  wone  for  it;" 

^^Pfedsclyl  walU  jon^  pennit  me  to  ieel  themosieof  aUcd'a 
aoDg  and  not  think  me  Tery  foolish,  or  vraebad  peiibaps>  if  J  say 
I  like  to'hear  it  ¥ery  aaacfa/' . 

'<l^ell,  I  s'pese  aot  1  .  BnreoryAian  ta  his  own  likin|^^  I  reok- 
aa  fthera^a  a  asii  ^  nalmr  InieTlwy  man'a  liking*" 
:  ''£i|ao4ly  1;  iThat's  the  verif  wo«L  There  is  »aatupa  in  it;, 
audit  aras  to  fed  thia natare^ M^d  ta wi^tk i^oik  it  in  amyste^ 
riaas  may^  thatiOad  appainted.  flia  biads  to  baiU  iMr  ntsta  ia 
thfttieaa thattaaRaaadiaiiMai^idivalkngj  Now^ yon mnit knew, 
thai  it  ia<a  ftctr  baaievea  oorioos^lAM^  iinghig  birds  never  katbor 
hi  oniahahited  eaantmes;  la-Murgiwat  forests,. yon  nearav  hear 
hirds.  The^  «aridla|r  bisda  woaU  beaome  the  prey  of  the- larger 
aaea^ and  th^y  shelteQrthemseliFeS'in  plaeea  which ^ ase  inhabited 
intfidev  to  be  aa&«  Api  they  reeward' man  for  hiS'^roieotiont 
ky  tholr  songs,  and .  by  the  destmction  of  inseots.  Now,  Mill- 
booae^  Deanison  is  ana  of  my  song  birds.  He  sings  for  me  when 
XaoL  sad  H9^  mdLea  jansic  for  me  whieh  I  loye«<  It  is  soul 
I  Ivowa  t4^  him,  whMi  finda  ito  way  to  thai  aai  of  liia 
lifewilhjadashina.  Now,  I  eall  thatbdsif 
waiy-«nAd4arma»)?  '•'-■ 
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"« IicomU «ee  how  ^imu^uMML  ef  Im  wk9^ to «H  upMM  ifmJtm 
ami  inseelBy  jest  like  the  birda^  bat  -»**«^^ 
.  P«Aiid.B»  hedoMyiMilihoue*  JS!ht'  gnibs  and  imiegtBjafJthfl^ 
heart  are  its  caros,  its  juudetieSy'lts  8on:««8,'to.  bidiMtegSt  asA 


^wiatioiiB  fusions^  He^invju^^m  ailayj  ihe:dpplio>ys>  Aetn. 
He  m  appiMiited  far^tlu^  "^^  jiilvpoee,«&d  <if  flMK^wim  whey 
they  would  rejoice  what  tkegr  ooold  faBv#  tasbal  bisi  ^  tb«  M«t 
UDfcr  their  roof  tveei.  HireHia  pMre  thai  ihey  Atf«i  mAb,  if 
thejr ooold  diow  that  diey  fa^ne  An  ear^UsoMiM.  ')i[««r» ytw* 
at>e  not  anjr  ^^dtfer*  (Mfgeant^beoawe^yew  want  «n  oar  for  aoul* 
miHic.  It  io  your  uisfoxtonoi  HHHicwmg,  and  ybii  <mght  to  be 
sorry  for  *  yourself,  not  angry  with  de  —iliiininiiv  wteti»  mngif 
you  oa&H  undentand^  ¥<ml  sboald- fmg^  fUr  tho  pve^er'  urider- 
BtandiBgy  and  wosk  &r  k,  4oo^  for/yott  mmA  kaoNr* that  m  ear 
for  music  of  attooviiis  tobOfaoqaftned;  and  the  ear  opens  so  a0 
tb  aortespend  wfilh  the  ipcendag'  wUm  of 'the/heait,  aiidr  the 
I  gmring  wisdom  of  the  mmd.  ^  X-oa  hear  a^gveaidealaaid/ per- 
haps, of  educatioxL.  £iMiyhody  ioemiito  uriA  for  ediioeftioiib  I 
have  he^you^epfoneg^T^iyifiRafueiitljritiie.fitetithall;  yoa^had 
BO  eehooHng.  New,  BehDoKng  a»d  eidecatien  we  tadit  #^thia 
▼ery  purpose,  to  gjpm  ny, ah  e^toi  tnnsie^**»ihtflniigb^MBdtLiu» 
well  as  men,  the  music  of  the  soul,**tMt jeriLJuSTSiB  throotLu  ' 
^l!I[^^^^^"^hJ!A  "*^  ^e^fifartaaiweg'T^^  iriiidi  is 

not  only  sweet,  lyt  itfia»t^^iiwBdt~iait  odiy'ploawM  heft*  aoakee 
good;  ibi!,  aA»M|U^d|@L|preat  ififlttLiiiijediyaifitoJMhlJtl^h:*!! 
the-^m^  whichire  jgttjg»»'»»^'«iwiii,  so  that  heeaa  difaik 
^  VL  atTiSe  hihiiiiSies  ef  Aatworidotfaaayift  width  ere  ooHMnea^ 
f  gall  life i*n«iI)oAiot|iiy  deer  «eegelmt»eaiqpQoe>^Mm  4^ 
!    ter  heeanse.jroa  do  eot  rempertiend.  ench  irnisie  as  ABer^eiDae^ 
,    maeeiaeiBesf  einddonDta«|p|»oea»thkt  Qeeiigo  leatiy  i#oiiwi  maai 
beeaase  Iro  is  toe  a]^  te  §»«»  .aenv)r,Keiid  prirhefn  *i#aat^ 'Ae 
liiia^a  whiehthe  neede  Inipself^-fdke  aa  mnah  es  H^  pmmt^ 
whom  he  garmB  them*    Gkoige  find«  it  ^fiteUe  to  giveawe^ 
-**ta  waste!     If  you  knew  the  aadsfsction  whidi  1m  feels  ei 
naking  other  pecqile  happy,  yon  might  beerai  more  eaJmrm* 
gent.    He  may  be.wrettg,  sometimes,  ia  his  giringi;  bni  yoaere 
Bot  sfttoyethto  ngl^^ki  ^edging  hioa  sahaishlj^..  ^Heileaieeiaieeei 
^ii^&fii|s  ieo  Vtdef:  yosi^^ij^eriMpa^waiiid  fthe aameithiogiriAed 
much.    You  both  may  be  forgiven  your  o£feii6eaM«hkh'eBBwdtte 
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10  a  wiM  ^f  fftoper  eteoftiion,  pvairadfld'yau  an^  tiOdetl.  ^loqfpk 
flever  td  ciMitre  the  mumc  wlydi  70a  da.  no*  mdniiiteiid.'* 

'Itwgy^  lighted  kis  fipe  sfter  this  imif .  spMcb^  IfiUboiMd 
ibteteh644ikrkMML!ai]d  loeked  dnhlMftiiir.ai  Khller  bit^>4fter  • 
britf  TMW86,  te  iCwaMj J  Ih^mJbyget  im  thk  faAkjii  s*^   . 

«^ Weill  ci{]]dfir'iiH^  Unt  nmsr  he  ivei^r  irM  and  tennUk^llioi^ 
diem'e  some  «f  it  I  igtitt  'iacldyi  imderiftend;  hufclVn  wiling  to 
let  it  pa88  this  time.  But  snppomng  all  you  say  of  George  Den* 
■bon  k  true,  wai  i  redbM  lhei«fa.unie  reeaon  n-it*  I'd  like  to 
know  what  sort  of  mnsic  you  gits  out  of  Doctor  Oakenhecg/' 

''ttflfiiouse,  do  you  rememher  s,  btde t Frenf^Mm,  named 
Pelot,  that  joined  ns  when  we  were  makiag  the  fMced  nMHreli 
afte<L4aaktey,  towurd  iMie  Aipat  Bmi^Vf 

•*  In  coarse  I  do." 

**  Well,  do  yon  remimhdr  a  v^in  abottk  thaA  he  had,  Aat 
amused  half  A«  ibKKeisv  and  wabt  loe  moib  £>f  aH  ef  thei»  to 
«^  ohl^^the%o«lle  wltbatftt  hteakhig  it.? 

'<  Tes,  I  tried  II  many  W  tiMe  tnjiteir/' 

«<1](W  lfndW*stilii*tt»p«rt;  mlot&e.bdttU:ifterit^^ 
made,  and  that  it  could  he  taken  out  in  the  same  mmmmtf! 

**  In  cotHfse." 

^  Wett,  did  ye«>eTeiP  h««»  that  reel  -sing,  m  sped^  fdub^  m 

'^Lotdl^teyeuf,  hi»!    Hbw  ^ukl  it  t*.' 

^Did^dn  ever  seeit'eoine out  of  thehotdeand  daiieel'' 

•^'ReeiiMte!  neV* 

**And  you  never  saW-  it*  lwe»  as  «otwoed>.or  UU  game»er 
eoolt  food,  er  ttiOie  #lethee»  or  fight.tis  oneagr^  or  do,  Miythmg 
^WehyiMi  oonsid^r tlseM.^' 

•*NeVeirP'  ..  '      .    ■    ;  .,.;  ..^    -      . 

'   *'I^t,  yeii'were  enrtoiM'abquiitt    Itoatriril  mw 
ittd  out  the  seo«et&:    |t  ieMfioyed  yoa*t*^it:  imtecested  yeu-^il 
intetested  most  of  the  etAiivn ;  yetv  in  itself,  it  was  per^Mtiy 
iNrorlhtess.    It  coaidf  Beitirer  now  noor  qpin^  it  could  net  even  gifow 
— H  wae  of  no  sevt  of  value  to  anyhody  in*  caa^" 

^Thafffr^mer^tip^*  dieug^  i  never  tlftoughl  ahoot  it.'' 
-  ^iktcM  fiiaaMib^  is  iB]^  Mi  fataibottle.    HJsatal  iir  mir   \ 
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JX^*  ^M<ywt  Mjlliipme^wb^tevec  intepeato  a  gum  k  vijgri^ 
^hongh  ft  Pfitli^r  works  "fior  giiijga-_^yhftteYfir  jyy  amuae^ 
JMtti  k  aia jgaporUQt  agent  m  hj8jft<ii»*-a*iftP     Whatever  exerdsef 

Ifae  ingetmitj  of  mtm,  though  it  be  a  fioors  braiDa»  or  la  reel  in  a 


bottle,  is  worthy  of  his  ease  aod  eQiisidenitiQii«  I  assure  j«m 
that  skoidd  Oeorge  Deanison,  or  Soetor  Oakenberg*  pay  me  a 
visits  thidy  diall  both  be  weleoiae.  1  shall  find  use  in  both  of 
then.'' 

Millhotiao  nnittered  somethiag  wUeb  wajs  iaaudible  dosing 
with-^ 

**  Weill  eappin,  ef  they  onoe  eomes,  tbc^  sticks.  Yon  will 
nev>er  git  rid  of  them.'' 

"  Be  it  so  ;  the  more  helpless  they  are  the  more  they  pay  lor 
the  shelter." 

**  How's  that,  when  they'Te  got  netUag." 

**QoA  is  good  aeednty  lor  all  the  debto  Of  thepoorl" 

Millhonse  fidgetted;  Fordhaa  sose  to  depart     Porgy  did 
not  rise,  but  extended  his  hand  fren  t]NB  fiimrid^. 
^  ^EiDeviBe  mei  lis.  Fordkam.    Bergeant"-*^in  a  whimper — 
"  the  Jiiwaaa>" 

The  hint  was  taken,  and  the  tn^o  overseers  hob-and-nobbed 
alter  the  pt^soribecl  fisshioii.  Oar  captain  of  partjisans  reminded 
Fordham  of  his  intention  to  visit  Mrs.  Eveleigh  next  day«  ao* 
companied  by  his  suhs^  and  sent  a  eootteoiis.p^e^siige  to  the  lady, 
to  that  -efieot.  When  Fdsdham.  withdfe(W»  ICillbopse  aocqnpft- 
nied  him  into  the  piazza  and  down  the  steps,  to  his  hoiaei  which 
wasfttstenedtoaBwuiging  limbiB£roni. 

**Y<m  hear' what  «isdickfloiis  notioBs  the  d^f^n's  got  akoirt 
these  here  things ;  and  a  most  wasteftil  man  would  he  be»ef  du»n^ 
wa'n't  somebody  to  keep  a  t%ht  rein  over  him ;"  and  he  made 
tke moden,  with  kia  one  hand|.of  pnUing  in  the  steed. — <*I  does 
it  where  I  kin,  bvt  it  stands  to  reasoa  I  Iwnt  go  too  far,  seeing 
as  how  he  was  my  commanding  officer,  so  lon^  Bat  I  gives  it 
lo  kirn  pretty  pla^,  and  r^ht  fbr'ad  sometimes.  Bat  I  aint  the 
passon  altogether  for  it.  In  fact,  Mr.  Foi^lham,  ef  aaything's  to 
DC  done  with  the  tsippin,  it  most  be  by.  a  w0i?aan-— some  raal  lady 
tiiat'll  ialie  his  case  fai  hand,  and  gnida  him  right  ia  his  drisviDg. 
NtfWr  ka^s  a  imal  good  man,  bnt  a  le^le  shy  c^  the  womenHmjj. 
i*at  a4hniking»  tfaoi^h  ito  atsaaga  it  shonU  be*  seemg  how  lop^p 
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he's  been  a  sodger,  that  he's  sort  o'  bashftil.  £f  he  could  git  a 
fine  woman  now  for  a  wife,  a  raal  lady,  I  reckon  it  would  be  a 
wonderful  good  thing  for  both  on  'em.  Bee  what  a  fine  planta- 
tion he's  got  here,  agoin*  to  ruin  headlong  in  his  hands  onless  I 
kin  save  it — and  I'll  tty  injr  beBt,-^but  1*4  be  sure  of  saving  him 
and  it  too,  ef  so  be  he  had  a  wife  to  back  me  in  the  business.  So 
long  as  h^'s  ]got  HO  wifl6,  j6n  se^,  he*!  be  tnn  down*  hy  these  idle 
rascals  of  the  armj^  that  aint  fit  to  do  nothing  but  eat  double 
lowanee  of  grub,  and  swatldw  any  ^pmatity  ef  Jamatea^  You 
hear  what  he  says  of  thiir  fellow  Oakettberg,  who  is  a  sort  e{ 
yarb  doctor,  and  a  mo^  eottratatidotta  fboI,*^and  this  Gteerge 
DennisoD,  wh6  mak^  jiagHng  stoi^es,-^  tbat  keeps  «  sort  of  time 
wHh  eferjr  now  and  tibcn,  a  tiiik4t^i»4aink,  tink-«t-a^taiik«  Well» 
these  chaps  never  works ;  thfey^l  eome  here  and  eat  ns  o«t  of 
house  and  home,  and  all  braise  the  icappin  haiot  got  a  good 
aenstble  woman  to  baek  me  #hea  I  wants  her^  and  keep  tbe 
eappin  in  order.  Tou  see,  aiter  all,  it's  a  good  woman  and  a  wift 
that  he  wants  to  tnake  all  things  right  w^'m  en  tibis  plantation." 

FotiiHitoi  admHt^  the  wisdom  of  this  o^ttien. 

**  As  ibr  tiiese  idle  Miows,  t^iey  gits  no  inoouragenent  from 
me.    Ef  I  have  iiie  leetlest  dmace,  I'll  send  bodi  on  'em  ofl^ 
and  lOI  on  *em  that  eomes,^  witii  a  flea  in  their  ears.  I  aint  gwiiie 
krt  tbe  eappin  waste  himself  and  his  snb«taiiee  upeii  sieh  ^agrinti^ 
I'U  have  to  keep  a  strict  line  upon  him,  for  ef  he  once  gits  tb^ 
Wt  betwixt  his  t«edi^  there's  no  stoppiig  hitt,  and  ke'U  stnash  . 
and  tear  etet^Hihig  to  pieces.     'Taint  bekase  he's  natcnrallj 
Ticioin,  btft  so*  long  as  he's  been  Bving  in  the  worlds  he  aint  growm  1 
bridle  wise ;  but  Lord  bless  yob,  a  weman  oeold  nanage  him  t^    1 
pr^fbottofl.    If*#  the  only  saving  of  him  and  this  fine  ^voiMMrty,    > 
and  Pm  gM  yon  ^e^  willi  tne  about  it.  Mm;  Ferdham." 

FotvUiAm  dhook  himself  Am  wtth  dUknky.  Th^  aergeant 
bad  mBny  last  HNrords,^the'M:d«iv  of  whidi  invariab^  led  to  tW 
repetMon  of  the  ene  opiaien^  that  a  wife  wii  theone  tUig  need- 
fbl  to  the  wants  and  safety  of  his  superior. 
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OHAFTEE  5tLlJL 

MtULtfOUgB  <Mf  Ifi9  OTIUT^JUAN  PEU^OeOPItY, 

*«  GAmN/'  lays  the  86i!geaiii»  retomteg  to  ili^  }m11,  wh^r^  Coi}' 
gj  BtiU  sail  half  drowifaigv  lanifUt  yol^Ip^VMl9  wxeatlis  of  .|a^akc| 
whoA  podnddifroiA  hk  pipey'^^GuM^*  y^  9^^^  'sciusc^  wk^t  I'li^ 
guine  to  myet  I  ^^eatai  ia  yon  i«igb^  O^^foc  jrou  8^;  I'm  joifur 
flfeiid  to  iarro,  and  I  rebk<m  jeiBi<abopt  aaf;(iQ4  a  ficieodior  Iio% 
eet^Qpright  and  dowiufigbiaenlieaMd  8ar^ic^  as  av^jgu^liad 
In  ail  y&ntt  bom  AufB*  I  dto'i  taoaii  toeaor  t)iat  I  Ipve  jou  bet^ 
tcr  tbaitisona  otUrSy^-^ia^r,  the  Enaigiihand  Toii^  thAcoflE^ b^t 
i'lB  bold  to;  detarmma,  ibAt  I  i^ve  you  ipor?  samsible,  afid  foi: 
iMurvitig  and  bdpiag  aarvkei  tb^n  a'most  Mny  otber.j^xffpn,.le^ 
'em  be  as  wise  as^y  pltetew  .ThlMi  bafang  the  CMe^  I  my^  jou 
must  ^MnaeBBe>ef  I  niidBefree4& put  y^  right  in  tb9W^^i^a.'ve 
got  to  gOi  and  show  ybti  bow  j^cm'^e  got  to  put  ^ofirifqot  down 
#«  the  f«t  of  joar  joiirnej  hi  ihia  life.  ITieu  jwn*  'wwe  l»e,  I 
myt  af  I  niagiM  a  leaAle  too  hted  ^Diiieti«iea4ib>ng  the  twdi^ 
pkoes/'  -•,.."-, 

«  Bxtsufli  jrom,  Mnhowp  I  ^hi  sUm^  my  geod  (fef)ow4  Y<hi 
)im  hmmIIj  Ml  vwyinedeei  «iad  foibeaiingjt^^dfipr  and^cijiipnl^^ 
fhbt  ycM  may  weU  be  petnBnftted  m  .Hitle  ^irai«ientl  jyowgbmeai  in 
Mptng  a  ftiend  ihvoo^  the  woiU/' 

•  'JJacklyr,  capping  yim'te  righi? < yon  /taken  th^ right  Ipql^  af 
the  tbiDg'aa9tiou|^btio%e^*^aendble.aflI-v^fU|M  .    i  .', 

*^i<m  mk  alwajm.teaNbr^  IGUbaittetieTeA  {n  defdin|^ji^  jpur 
M^ffifi^/  iiwtmMr^Mngymkh^At^w^hMM^ 
ftme  4iibvev  tiMn,As  te^waa^MUag,;  dmte  the,ii2on  .handle  41^0  hi# 
month,  breaking  every  tooth  in  hk  head.  QerftaJnly>'hM  ^^-P^ 
wonld  only  be  a  mortification  to  him,  afler  he  had  lost  all  capacity 
to  eat ;  —  and  yet,  Millhonse,  I  should  like  to  be  buried  in  posses 
sion  of  a  good  monthM  of  them.  Your  tenderness  in  my  case, 
is  of  a  like  fashion  always ;  and  if ,  as  a  good  surgeon,  you  sbonld 
occasdonally  be  compelled  to  be  a  little  rough — probing  wounds 
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abeadj  honied,  or  «iMsh  mt  are  absolutely  inearable,  in 
satisfy  yoQTMlf  Uvkt  there  art  tome  sensihilities  yet  remaSmng  t^" 
the  patient — I  am  clearly  of  opinion  tliat  you  should  be  allowed 
the  priTil^e  of  doing  so,  i£  only  that  the  humanities  of  your 
nature  should  be  kept  lively,  and  b  becoming  exercise." 

''Jest  SO;  and  I  must  say  for  yon,  cappin,  that  sometimes 
you're  quite  sensible,  and  have  a  good  onderstanding  of  what's 
right  and  proper  in  afiiurs  of  bunness.  £f  you  didn't  so  much 
love  aeh  company  as  George  Pennison  and  Oakenburg,  tl>ere's 
no  teOingi  how  kjaowing  you'd  be;  and  ef  you'd  only  siheit  jajp^ 
and  not  talk  about  things  no  c<»nmon-8^ise  pusson  can  onder- 
stand»  it  would  be  a  great  deal  the  better  for  you.  Now,  you 
don't  think  that  this  good  fellow,  Fordham,  know'd  what  yoi^ 
meant  to  say  when  you  was  a-gdhoig  it  about  J)ennison'8  po'try* 
and  soul  music,  and  all  sich  ^^way  matters  1  I  could  onder- 
stand  it  all,  bekaise  I've  beam  you  at  it,  day  and  night,  through- 
out the  campaigns. — But  how  was  he  to  I'am  itt  You  might 
jest  as  well  hev'  talked  it  to  the  man  in  the  moon.  And  what 
was  the  use  of  it,  ef  he  did  onderstand  1  Why>  he  wouldn't 
valley  it  a  continental  d — n,  which  everybody  knows  won't  buy 
a  calabash  of  skim  milk.  Now,  as  you  don't  know  nothing  about 
farming,  or  rice-planting,  and  as  you  hevn't  any  sober  ide«  about 
any  sort  of  business  except  fighting, — and  I  say  it,  myself,  you're 
prime  good  at  that — I'm  a-thinking  that  you'd  better  shet  up 
quite,  when  goin  it  in  company  with  fnen  of  business  like  Ford- 
ham  and  me,  and  jest  listen  t^  what  w^*re  a  saying.  You'U  Tarn 
somethmg  by  it,  I  tell  you." 

"  Do  yofi  really  think  so,  sergeant  t" 

"  I  svow,  but  I  docs.    It's  thie  only  way  to  Tarn." 

**  It  looks  reasonable.  Leave  off  talking  myself  and  listen  to 
you  and  Fordham."  * 

**  Jest  so  I  and  ef  there  was  any  other  sensible  white  man,  of 
bmaiMt9$^  yon  might  listen  to  him  too ;  for  (>nderstand  me,  I'm  not 
pretending  that  Fordham  and  me  are  the  only  people  having  a 
right  sense  of  things  m  this  world. — There's  other  people,  I 
reckon,  that  have  learned  something  of  business ;  though  they're 
rather  scarce  in  these  patrts." 

"It'^  possible!    ^elL" 

"  But  there's  a  time  when  yow  might  open,  and  Iicv'  your  say. 
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\ ;  th%t*0  wh«ii  7<m  gits  anionic  peojfe  who  hat  likiB|>t  lift* 
ybttrseff ;  young  fellows  who  aint  got  iaipefence  m  the  worlds— 
women  folks, — and  sich  like." 

**  Ton  think  I  may  venture  to  talk  among  the  women,  then  1** 

*'  Edzactlj,  cappin ;  women  are  weak  vessels  that  aint  expeet- 
ed  to  be  reasonable,  and  things  will  tickle  their  ears  that  are  only 
foolishness  in  the  ears  of  a  sensible  man.  They  will  listen  to 
doh  stuff  as  poetry  and  mni^  and  aU  the  time  they're  a  losing 
the  profits.  They're  made  to  mng^  and  to  dante^  andl  to  dress 
"^np^  and  make  themselves  sweet  to  pleiise  the  men  when  the  day's 
work^s  over ;  and  Lord,  cap|Nn,  ytm  kaiut  say  hardly  tfn3rthittg 
amiss,  in  the  wtiy  of  wanity  nmd  fooli^neM,  ef  so  be  yom  Mys 
k  lovingly,  and  wit^  a  sawt  of  fondness  in  yodr  eyes  aU  the 
time.  Now,  IVe  heam  yon  talk  to  women,  and  yon  knows  pvetty 
much  what  the  critters  loves  to  hear.  You  kin  talk  k  to  them, 
by  long  stretches,  and  make  it  smooth  travelling  all  the  wi^. 
It's  wh^n  you  gtts  among  them  that  I'm  willing  for  yon  to  opeM." 

"  You  are  certainly  indulgent,  sergeant.  I  am  to  understand 
then,  that,  whenever  there  are  ladies  in  the  pi-esence,  I  have  per- 
mission to  speak." 

•♦  Premission  aint  the  word,  cappin,  for  you  see,  you're  your 
own  nvaster,  and  kin  speak  always,  whenever  you'te  a  mind  to, 
no  matter  who's  in  company." 

•-Oh!  Ah!" 

*'  It's  jest,  Jim  see,  as  I'm  idvising  you,  for  your  own  good. 
1'aint  bekase  I've  got  any  power  to  shet  or  open  your  moftlh, 
but  I  wants  you  to  see,  for  your  own  self,  whafis  best  for  your 
own  benefit.  You  see  your  ixperence  is  jest  none  at  idl  in  the 
way  of  business.  You  don^t  know  what's  usefbl  in  thior  world. 
Yon  only  know  what's  pleasant,  and  amusing,  and  rididarous, 
and  what  belongs  to  munc,  and  poetry,  and  tiie  soul ;  and  net 
about  the  wisdom  that  makes  crops  grow,  and*  drives  a  keefr  bar- 
gain, and  swells  the  money-box,  and  keeps  the  Idvcr  dmvn. 
Now,  I  reckon,,  you'd  always  git  the  worst  of  it  at  a  horsed wap. 
.You'd  be  cheated  with  a  blind  horse,  or  a  spavin'd,  and  3rouM  go 
off  on  tlirce  legs,  though  yon  come  on  (bur.  Now,  ef  there*a 
wisdom  in  this  world — that  is  rao/ wisdom — it  is  in  maldng^  a 
crop,  driving  a  bargaui,  gitting  the  whip  hand  in  a  trndb,  aAd  al« 
y  ways  falling,  like  a  cat,  on  one's  legs.    As  for  music  and  po'try 
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and  tbem  things,  it's  all  flummery.  They  don't  make  the  pot 
bile.  I  likes  the  fiddle  when  there's  a  crowd»  and  after  the  day's 
worit's  done,  and  the  hones  fed ;  but  ef  there's  one  mnsic  in  ihe 
woiM  thait%  ttoie  sweet  than  anetker  to  the  ears  of  a  man  of 
sense,  it's  the  mn^  that  keeps  tone  to  tiie  Money  ^eommK:  in 
I'm  minded  ai  what  was'  said  by  a  man  up  an  tihe  £d{6t<^v  not 
very  far  ftron  Omtigebng^  who  was  jest  about  the  knoat.seB^ble 
white  man  of  all  that  country.  He  waa  one  time  at  a  sort  of 
ball,  or  party,  in  the  village,  and  there  wits  a  la4y  who  was 
playing  on  the  ha'psiahovd  iand  singing,  and  $be  said  to  him, 
'Squire,  does  you  lo^'e  music ?'  Ihen  he  up  and  sadd-^' Music, 
ma'am !  kamt  say  that  I  does,  'cept  one  kind.'  And  says  she, 
'What  kmd's  tiiat,  Squire  f  Says  he— *  Ma'am,  that's  the 
music  of  my  mills  on  the  Edisto ;  they  keeps  a  grinding  and  a 
sawing  night  and  day,  andall  the  time,  they  seems^  to  be  a  sieging 
in  my  ears*^*' Dollar!  dollar  I  doUar,  oh!  dollar!  dollar!  dollar, 
oh !"  That's  die  ntnsic  for  me,  ma'am  I'  and  sure  enough,  that 
was  what  I  call  useful,  biiMaasa,  mercantile  music.  He  made  a 
fortin  by  it,  and  died  wordi.  Lord  knows  how  much,  but  they  did 
say,  a'most  four  hundved  thsssaad  doUars !  But  any  other  kind 
of  music  18  apt  to  draw  the  money  out;  not  being  it  in;  and  that's 
the  sin  of  it.  It  Is,  I  say,  a  siiifid  ^practise  that's  alwiiys  a  drean- 
ing  the  poekets,  and  never  putting  anything  in.'' 

**  It  is  dear,  MiUhouae,  that  you  have  studied  the  philosophy 
of  musie  wi&  great  closeDOss.  You  are  evidently  wdl  prepared 
to  be  a  teacher.  You  counsel  me  to  speak  as  much  about  poetij 
and  music  to  the  ladies,  as  I  please,  but  to  avwL  it  wholly  among 
men  of  sense,  unless,  indeed,  I  haive  something  to  say  about  mer- 
eaotOe  music'* 

**  ^That's  it !  For,  look  yon,  cappin,  jest  give  a  look  round  to 
the  world  ^"  and  here  the  sergeant  rose,  and  stretched  his  one 
arm  out  with  measured  movement,  circling  the  hall,  as  if  grasping' 
the  poles—'''  look  round  at  all  the  woiid,  and  wherever  you  look 
you  see  that  the  great  needcesnty  everywhere  is  the  gitting  of 
bread.  When  I  says,  gitting  of  bread,  I  means,  of  course,  gitting 
of  bread  and  meat,  and  drink,  clothes  to  wear,  and  the  tools  to 
work  widi.  But  broad  mi  meat  is  the  first  and  greatest  need- 
eessity ;  for  without  it,  there  would  be  no  wodd,  nor  no  men,  noi 
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no  women.  Now,  then,  wlint  does  I  lam  from  that.  Jest  answer 
me  that.*' 

*<  Well,  sergeant,  what  you  wonld  learn  from  it,  it  miglit  be 
difficult  for  me  to  say;  yon  have  studied  the  sutijeet  so  profound- 
\j  that  k  is  not  easy  to  follow  yotL" 

<*Well,  oappin,  it  ought  to  be  d'ar  to  yon,  but  I*U  skew  you. 
I  lani  from  all  that  that  the  great  business  of  men  on  tins  airth 
is  eating — that  is  to  say,  eating  and  drinking^  and  olotbing^— 
fighting  agin  starvation  and  thirst  and  cold  weather." 

**  It  is  certainly  a  buaness  that  is  done  pretty  extensively— 
nniversally  I  suppose,  since  I  have  nevw  known  a  man  or  wo- 
man refrise  to  eat  at  proper  hours.'^ 

**  And  onproper  hours  too,  and  at  all  hours,  cappin  ;  that  is  af 
they  hev'  it.  And  the  business  of  life  is  to  hev'  it  Now,  ef  that 
be  the  great  business  of  life,  it  stands  to  eeaaon  that  them  ocky- 
pations  what  don't  bring  in  bread  and  nieat  and  dnnk«  or  the 
money  to  buy  it,  is  oi»reasoMil>le,  9yinatural,:and  oMrespectaUe 
ockypations.    Aint  it  d'ar  to  yoa  so  7" 

**  I'm  afraid,  sergeant,  if  I  make  any  farther  admissions  you'll 
be  for  knocking  George  Dennison  en  the  head." 

'*  Accordin'  to  the  argyment,  he  and  Oakenbei^,  and  all  of 
them  worthless  sawt  of  people,  that  only  makes  tiiusic  and  not 
bread,  ought  to  be  knock'd  on  the  iiead ;  as  Soriptar  says  <tf  the 
tree  that  don't  bring  fruit,  *  hew  it  down  and  caflt  it  into  the  fire.* 
Wen,  the  laws  of  the  land  don't  follow  out  the  laws  of  God. 
Ef  we  was  to  cut  down  them  idle  fellows  that  sing  and  make 
Parses  when  they  ought  to  be  at  1^  plough  tail,  we'd  be  hoog 
almost  wi^out  j^dge  or  jury,  jest  as  ef  we'd  been  doing  agin 
the  laws  of  Scriptur,  instead  of  following  them  out  rightly.  The 
men  that  makes  the  laws  of  man,  cappin,  Pm  jubous,  are  mighty 
poor  followers  of  the  laws  of  God.  £f<they  waan't,-w6'd.g»t  rid 
6f  a  mighty  great  deal  of  rubbish." 

*<  Well,  but,  sergeant,  when  a  man  has  earned  all  the  bread 
and  meat,  and  drink,  and  clothing,  that  be  needs,  is  he  to  b« 
satisfied  ?" 

"*  Satisfied !  no !  He's  to  work  on,  and  on,  and  what  he's  got 
over  and  above  his  wants,  he's  to  send  to  market  ai^d  sellt  and 
git  all  the  money  for  it  he  kin." 

"  Ah  !  well,  —  what  is  he  to  do  with  that  money  t" 
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**  'Why,  increase  his  force,  anil  bis  land,  to  be  sure." 
**  Why,  tbat  wffl  only  increase  bis  money !" 
"To  be  sore ;  and  that's  what  he's  to  aim  at  He's  to  go  on 
gittiDg,  and  gitdng,  and  gittiug,  to  the  end  of  the  season,  on^ 
Death  gits  Um.  As  he  giti,  he  km  irierease  his  oomforts-^git 
better  bread,  more  meat,  pass  from  apple  iind  peat4i  brandy  to 
old  Jamaica — ef  he  likes  it,  git  wine,— thou|;k  I  m^vef  seed  the 
wiiie  yet  that  conld  shine  die  same  day  m  ike  face  of  good  Ja- 
maica : — git  better  clothing ;  her*  his  horse  to  ride ;  prebaps  his 
carriage,  and  jist  make  himself  a  b6H  of  king,  in  ^e  way  of 
eomlbrts/' 

"Well,  these  got, — should  he  spend  his  money  en  nothmg 
dser 

"NolMi^,tkatIkin8ee.  He>  got  all  that's  needftd/  Then 
he's  for  gHting  as  good  bargains  as  he  kin-^dien  he's  for  gitting 
to  be  a  nder  ef  he  kin-^gitting  to  be  a  colonel  or  a  gineral  in 
file  militia ;  gitting  to  be  a  representative  and  a  senator  in  the 
legislator  $  gitting  to  be  a  jnstvs  of  the  peate;  gitting  to  be  a 
sawt  of  kitig  oyer  the  people,  and  making  theii  all  feel  that  he's 
got  the  money  to  buy  atod  %eil  'em,  every  mother's  son  of  'emi 
ef  he  pleases." 

"  Well,  that  must  be  a  veiy  delightful  sensation.  But  would 
yon  not  use  some  of  this  money  for  charity — would  you  not  give 
Oakenberg  his  living,  if  only  to  catch  snakes  and  make  a  col- 
lection T    Would  you  not  help  Dennison  to  his  dinner  t" 

"  Not  a  copper  on  your  singing  birds  and  idlers.    They  should 
starve  for  me.    Not  a  fellow  that  wouldn't  work  would  t  feed." 
"  But,  Id^house,  you  would  do  something  for  reHgion,  wooldn't 
your  * 

^  Why,  to  be  sore.  It*s  expected  of  a  nch  man  that  he'll  go 
rigOar  to  clmreh  ilnd  set  a  good  example,  and  help  pay  for  the 
preacher,  toA  put  something  evei^  month  in  the  charity  bol, 
and  be  decent  and  rigOaiv  jist  that  he  mayn't  lose  by  it,  sence 
people  respects  reli^n,  and  it  might  be  onprofitable,  and  hurt- 
ful to  one's  business,  ef  he  didn't  make  good  signs  that  people 
should  see.  To  be  sure,  I  go  for  religion  that's  right,  and  every 
right  reBgien's  bound -to  uphold  ihe  man  who  is  rich  and,  helps 
"to  pay  fxpeasea." 

**  Yon  have  admirably  grasped  the  whole  sabfeei  of  profitable 
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duty,  sergeant.  1  rfioald  not  have  iroswered  eznetly  as  joa 
have  done,  on  the  subject  of  charity  and  religktn ;  hAt  I  hrf'^eno 
doubt  that  you  have  answered  as  ceiTeetly  toad  fuUy  as  the  most 
profbund  tttilitarian  philosophers  would  lianre  done,  iknd  norv^ 
what  say  you'toia  ItttleiJamakal  it^a  a  past  of  y*(m- ayston  CO 
drink  as  well  as  eat/' 

"  les  the  tt«eBftd,  cappin." 

The  Jamaica  and:  water  were  brotigiit  by  Fotnpey,  and  wben 
their  eups  were  filled,  quoth  Pongy— - 

''Well,  Milihonse,  constdering  thee  lieason  yon^ve  beengmng 
me,  suppose  we  drink  to  the  man  who  is  wise  enough  Mjopeti  Us 
mouth  only  in  «he<  proper  eompanyl" 

**  That's  it,  cappin ;  jist  you  mind  what  I've  been  telling  you* 
and  yoii'n  work  tipwiud  yk  -^i^  crArwatei.  You're  quidk  to 
I'am,  I  see';  and  only  yau-give  np^tliis  looiish  po'tiy  and  aoui 
music,  \sept  when  you're  among  the  womon^^aad  Jiaten  with 
good  wffl  to  what  men  of  busitteas  and  aanao  is  e  telling  you,  and 
tiiere's  no  aagdng  how  sensible  yoo^l  ^row  in  time.  Heno^iryout 
health— and  the  Lord  |iresaave  you,  oappin.'and  gil  yoitimlo  a 
strong  positioh  a^  theappvoaiiW^f  therabeoff." 
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MILLUOUSK  TRBAl'KTH  TOUGRLY  OP  THB  HiNDBR  OBNDIiR. 

8m>B«iiLy  itkB  baikang  of  a  dog  was  heard  withaiit. 

**  It's  a  dog !"  quoth  Millhouse.  **  Some  nigger  dog,  I  reckon. 
I^  kffl  ^areij  nigiper  dog  I  see  on  the  pLaoe.  Yon  bear  tkat, 
Tom  I  yon  hear  Pomp  f  'member  It,  boys.  I  don't  'Jow  nigger 
dogs  on  linyidace  Habere  I^  manager.  I  kaoitw  wh«C*s  4be 
natnr  of  a  nigger  dog,  cappin,  and  what  they've  kept  lor/' 

^  But,  won't  tihat  be  nuther  hard,  sergeant  1  anegtolikeaooon 
and  possora.    Ask  Tom  iiieae  labont  possum." 

**  Poasnm  batter  than  pig,  .manssa." 

**  We  almost  beamed  .te  tiAok  «o  omaelves,  a^qgwult.  in  the 
army.  How  often  should  we  have  gone  Tirithfnt  awat  hut  frona 
dogs  bringing  m  «rion  and  poBsnnL''  ^ 
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''Mk  eoon  c^gtf^oafihM  plaee^^Uppifi^auii^  h^  owsmA  by  a 
wUter  nam;  hf^j^n^hj  ne»tor  byr  tlia  lienleiiiatitr  A.aigg^  dog 
»  a  kcg-dcg*  by  nadet;  and  whom  the  ni^^er  eato  one  poBsmOy 
he  eats  five  pigs.  It's  the  infannity  of  a  i^ger's  dog  i^id  a 
nigger  too,  tlmt  a  £rt  pig  makes  hb  eyes  xmk  water*  No  nigger 
dog  hare,  cappin,  oMless  you  saya  so." 

"  But,  sergeant,  even  if  St  be^  at  you  aay,  that  a.  negro  deg  ia 
ifoaya  a^lK>g  dog,  and  Tm  perfectly  prep^iaed  to  believ^^thp  as- 
sntiea^ siiU  there  ipoidd; bernohaaaa m havitig emck an  animal ai 
Gbt^Bbariey^ameeatiwiD  bfriMwidjIrfiil  if  a  selUary  pig  is>to.be 
5Nmd  on  ^e  pramiaeft'' 

There  was  no  gaaAsaying  this  Imtmliatiiig  faet»  and  it  took  tbft 
sargeaai  M  abaek  for  a  momentw  but  only  far  a  ni<ment.  He 
was  m  JOBM  o£  resonnam  and  prompt  reply; 

^  Bntr.the^^'A  eom«i^  cappin  ;i  pigs  wiU^  hev'  to  iK>nie !  You'll 
h99^  to  ^  hatf  i  a:  daaesk  brood  sows  with  yow  fixel  money ,^  and 
bagb  ta  stock  Ae  pfaooltationi" 

**  Well,  corporal,  nt.emU  it  be  qn^, time  enongb  than  to  get  rid 
aCAedi^r' 

**  It^s  a  shontes  way  noi  tot  let  'em  begin  to  karbov.  h^p^  Lay 
cbwni  the  'law:ai  thsi  b^^inning..  O^kat'e*  my  way  whevevter  I 
■■■ngffsw  and  then  tkooafa  not  mistake.^ 

The  balking  of  ihe^  dog  new  became  more  aodibla  wiliioiit,  the 
sounds  alternating  with  sondyy  lively  blasts  of  a  bu^le. 

^  It's  Lance  fVompton/'  aadd  :tha  captain ;  and  the  tcead  of 
kane'a  hoofii  sadceeded;  to  tka  itorda^  In,  a  &w  motneiits  the 
ymnng  lieitteflMHit  entered,  dke^apasbfeolf  i^^eompanied  by  a  gobd<r 
laakingt  diog^of  >•  aMnearha^/ »0Qgitai  aspect,  a  ^rt  jof  cr^saiof 
wolf,  cmci  and  beigla^mlrhidit  shauAk  baek  timidly  toward  th^ 
«oMu>Oi^.  ott  fiJDMUn^  htesetf  oanlronted  witb- s^  atra»g0 

tucm^^^f  he  mighft  poaablyt  haiwe  seen  som#lhi»g'  in.  the  looks 
#f  the  sergeant  to  inspire  kin  !in4b  a  pfqfker  oantioa. 
**  Wbent^id  yon  gel  yoor  dog^  Lukee  ?" 
*^¥rem  Hrs.  Ckiffinv  eaptun.  She  had. two  and  only'wauts 
one,  and  she  tells  me  this  is  a  Jsmoos  fine  cooia  dog^  whioh  ia  no 
«ae  to  her  aa  she  can't  hnnt,  so  she  gaye  it  to  me..  We  want 
A?eab  meat,  captain,  and  I'm  for  a  ImieI  iUa  Tery  night«  if  I  can 
1^  moam  <tf  tba  boys  to  gm'^ 

Bomp,  who  was  in  attendance^  began  to  grow  fidgety. 
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•  "There's  a  vohinteer  already/'  quoth  Porgy,  poindiiig  to 
Pmnp;  '^he^has  sh^d  his  carcass  fron  one  hg  to  the  odier  a 
do«en  times  smoe  the  dog  made  his  appearance.  Do  you  want 
to  take  a  coon  to-night,  Pomp  V 

"  T'ank  you,  manesa,  I  herry  happy,  ef  you  please." 

**  To  be  sure,  old  fellow.  I'm  quite  pleased  if  you  oan  make 
yourself  happy  by  the  performance.'' 

''  I  guine  too,"  exolaimad  Tom,  tke  cook,  who  had  yM  at  that 
moment  thrust  his  oily  fkoe  arto  the  apartment.  **  I  too  hmgiy 
artef  ooon.  I  nsen  to  been  kne^  all  'bout  de  coon  and  post«n# 
quarters  on  dis  place ;  and  I  tell  you,  ef  deie's  anybody  yer  wid 
sense  to  find  de  fattest  warmints  yer  he  am !— me,  Took" 

"Theyil  all  go  ef  yon  let  'em/'  growled  the  sergeasi* 
'*  They'll  hunt  all  night  and  wont  be  worth  a  ooss  to  work  to- 
morrow. Look  you,  Tom,  don't  carry  off  all  the  hands  with 
you ;  let  'em  sleep.  You  and  Pomp  are  qwte  enough,  or  yoo 
may  take  one  other  fellow  with  you.  Three  on  you  onght  to 
empty  the  wo^ds  of  all  the  possums  in  'em." 

*'  I  yeddy  [sometimes  yerry,  otherwise  *  hear  you']  mass  Mill- 
h*us,"  answei^  Tom  impatiently,  and  by  no  means  seeming  to 
relish  the  voice  of  authority  ftom  that  qnarter:  ^Tom  know 
berry  well  wha'  for  do  in  be  maussa  business.  Ooon  and  possum 
mus'  be  ketdi  in  de  time  wlien  dor's  no  ft^sh  meat  finr  de  pot^— 
So  !_Pomp !  —Look  at  me,  boy  I" 

''  I  da  look,  uncle  Tom,"  said  Pomp  reverently. 

**  Tom  berry  quiak  for  march,  boy^  but  yon  hab  for  Uun  seme 
ting  foss.  You  bin  in  camp  ebber,  yon'd  ha'  been  lam  at  de 
rojpe's  eoMl.  TA'  da|  bnck^tt  bay^  and  nm  to  de  sprfaig  aad 
git  de  water.  Spose  mausaa  wimt  fra*  dnsk  when  yon  gone  and 
dor's  no  wMer?  Spose  gemplenans,  osnfera  and  ginenlsr  h«p« 
pen  for  conie  in  when  yon  gone  and  manisa  hab  for  ax  'em  ta 
swallow  de  raw  nan— enity  you'll  ieel  mean  'nongh  when  yon 
yer  'bout  it !  Git  de  water;  boy ;  'tir  [stfar]  you'  stnmpSi  and 
help  Peter  git  de  Ughtwood.  Der  mns'  be  coon  fight  lo-uight, 
ef  dem  tory  rascal  aint  eat  de  country  out." 

This  was  said  pretty  much  in  such  an  aside  to  Pomp  as  the 
stage  tolerates.  MeanwhOe,  Frampton  was  making  his  repoii 
to  the  captain,  of  his  day's  visit,  and  of  certain  ftmdly  nwmagei 
of  Mrs.  Qrifltn  and  daughter,  in  response  to  those  with  which 
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Porgy  luul  eommimoned  hb  lientotiaiit.  The  fortner  cppeared 
to  take  quite  ftn  interest  ii  these  partieidirs;  4  circmhstMibB 
that  seemed  te  proivee  iMine  uneasitiess  in  the  sevgeaat  After 
a  while  he  interposed  with -*^  '  ' 

^  Y<m*re  makmg  a  mighty  long  story  of  it,  lieatenant,  and  I"m 
A-thinking  yoii^re  a  boming  daylight*  £f  yoA  are  to  hwtit  the 
coons,  the  sooner  you're  off  the  b^tter-^the  sooner  yon'U  be 
baek,  aad  the  niggen  git  their  sleep  anid  be  ready  hn  a  good 
day's  work  to-morrow." 

Frampton  qmetly  took  the  counsel,  whistled  his  dog  down  the 
steps  of  the  piasza  into  the  court  where  Tom  was  already  budied 
in  hewing  lightwood  'fbr  the  iieeesBaiy  torches.  8o  sooh  as  he 
had  disappeared,  Fbrgy'teSd^^       ' 

**  Why,  whaH  the  d-i-4  sort  of  work  can  you  put  tiie  tiegtoes  at 
tomorrow,  Milihouse?    What's  to  be  done  t^ 

**  A  hundred  things  $  rails  to  be  spilt;  ftmees  to  be  made; 
poles  to  be  got  out  /br  nigger  houses ;  land  to  be  brike  up  fbr 
planting;  ditches  to  be  est ;  banks  mpaJy^j'^thei^'sno saying 
liow  much  is  to  be  dotae !" 

^  But  where  are  the  tools,  my  good  Allow*,  the  hoes,  shovels, 
axes,  ploughs——" 

*  Don't  you  mind,  ci^ptn.  I'm  overseer,  aint  1 1  Well,  Tve 
■eed  to  all  thafl.  Onder  the  piazaa  is  all  Ihetn  spades,  and  shov- 
els we've  been  a  using  to^ay ;  and  Mn  Foidham  told  me,  with- 
out my  axing,  that  he  could  spare  me  a  few  ploughs  and  axes, 
and  odier  fifetle  matters*  ^utiU  you  could  lay  in  Bnpjdies  in  town. 
He  snid  'twas  the  dvden  of  Maddm  E^leigh  diat  I  should 
hev"em." 

"  Mrs.  £veleigh  is  certainly  as  provident  as  she  is  liberal  I" 
remarked  the  taptain. 

**  And  it's  them  very  vartues^  a^in^  that  you're  a-wautiiig 
here  to  make  the  pot  bile,  and  io  see  that  it  don't  Inle  over.  W 
you'll  keep  your  eyes  right,  cappin,  you  won't  let  the  chiduce 
slip  of  getting  yourself  into  good  quarters.  If  s  d'ar  to  me  that 
Mrs.  Eb'leigh's  giving  you  the  right  sort  of  fdgns,  and  you'll  be 
the  blindest  sawt  <^  a  sarcumstance  o£  a  white  man,  ef  yon  don't 
take  the  right  motion  fronk  what  she  idiows.  A  nod's  as  good  as 
a  wink  to  a  blind  horae,  and  the  man  that  wants  more  than  the 
poll  of  a  rieev€b  hom  a  fine  woman,  to  understand  what  site 
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wants,  ^hjrl^  atkinking  be.auit^lleiyidleiraf.adaadlog'witb 
Afaveebon^cb  pnlfiBg  Afferont  ways  .atihis  caduaB.  I^  too- 
riderate  of  yon,  ca|ipm,  and  ymxt  sareinnitaacet,  and  I^  d'arito 
say  that  the  charitablest  thing  yen  kin  do,  wlten  y<Hi  see  'how 
the  oat  wants  to  jump,  is  jest  to  open  the  wiiMbw^^and'giv^  her 
a  d'ar  track.  Don't  youhe  wailing  nponiProvsTdmice  ttell  some 
wiser  man  waJka  in  mekI  taikes  tfce  ftpt  tatkey  off  the  nast  I'd 
be  at  ker,  bright  and  airly,  to-<morroWf  aad  I  woiildtt^  wait  a 
week,  ef  she's  willing,  before  I  brought  her  home  to  your  own 
roost" 

<<7oif JTO  quiftk  on  trigger,  sergeant.  Bo^s  H'  tiptaometimM 
occur  to  you  that  y^oa'reai  vary  ra{nd  man  t" 

**  I  reckon  'tis  bekaise  I  was-  botnkin^a  hbcry*  I  aaiae  fanld 
the  world  in  &  hiurry,  and  na^er  'waiOed  forthe  laidwH^.  I 
grow'd  up  in  a  huny,  aiid  in  jdLfiaWta'of  Wiekadhfiim.  I  feokos 
no  perscm  erer  I'Anied  his  viocls  so  q«idL  as  me.  I  ntover  seemed 
to  want  book  or  teaofaer.  Lord  love  yoa,  I  chavged  into  'em, 
jist  as  I  chairgedjuaffong  the.ioimy's  baggage,  and  h&ld  on  to  'em 
as  loving  as  if  they  was  so  many  army  sioires,  with  the  money 
chist  in  the  middle.  If  I  had  any  vartn^  they  o<ftiie  abwer, 
but  I  was  pretty  fast  with  them  too ;  and  fast  motion  is  a  vaitne 
by  itself/ when  ybnVe  got  to  d<i  with  man- or  womam,  fiiend  or 
inimy.  For,  what's  "tiie  truth,  oappin  9  Lord  love  y>oa,  there 
aint  much  time  'low<ed  to  a  ^nan:in  thie  life.  What  he^s  got^to 
do;  h^'s  got  to  do  hi  a  luury,  ef  if  a  to  be  done  at  all.  £f  he 
pokes  and  aannters,  gHm  Death  gofaUes  him  up  afbire  he  gitsto 
the  eenfl  of  his  jdnme^.  Wall,  fliis  ^xwrtin'  of  a  woman  is  jMt 
the  sawt  of  business  that  calls  for  fast  usage.  It's  a  sawt  of  race 
where  itfhe  hindmost  wins  nothing  but  loses.  You  kaint  stop  to 
look  behind  you.  You  must  go  ahead,  jist  m  if  the  d-^  had 
yon  ott  an  eend,  and  you  liadno  ebaince  to  git  on  and  olff,  but  by 
bolting  like  ia  niad  btdl,  even  tbough^u  shoidd  lose  your  ftkairlf: 
in  the  run.  And  a  woman  of  izpenmo^  likos  a  man  the  better 
if  he  gives  her  no  time  for  long  thinking.  GonrtSit'  is  like  storm- 
ing an  inilny's  batteries.  Wiomen  expects  naterally  to  be  taken 
by  atom.  They  likes  a  good  ixcuse  for  sirrrenderin'.  You  mitst 
-go  it  Moth  A  rubh,  sword  in  hand,  looking  mighty  fiereo,  and 
ready  to  Make  Imd  tear  eirery thing  to  spKnters;  and  jiat  then 
abo  dr6p8  into  y€im  anas  mad  atops  the  Mastoer^f  by 'an  honeat 
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givia*  m.  <  Yon'ie  too  afcroog  for  me,  I  see/,  aajS'  8b«»  wlienjilie 
surrenders — 'so'  she  goes  on,  'only  spare  my  lifo' and  taka 
•▼eorytfaaig  Pre  got ;'  and  sbe  givea  herself  In  into  the  bargiuii ; 
«^wlia4  we  aodgers  calls  a  swrrinder  at  discretion.  Bvit  you 
must  jest  show  her  that  yon  are  detarmmed  to  eoaiquer;  that 
y«>a  kain't  be  mayeifal ;  thai  you  numt  hev'  evoiything  or  lose 
everything ;  and  that  your  name's '  master'  from  the  he^Lnnmg/' 

**  Beally^  sergeant^  yon  mosti  have  eig[oyed  a  womderiul  cxp^^ 
oenee  among  the  sex." 

"It^'haid  tasay  what  I  hevn't  seed  hi  my  aHfeo,  among  all 
sorts  of  people ;  an'  it's  hard  to  say  where  my  ixpeiance  eends 
in  dealing  wHh  people^^man  and  weman.  I'm  showing  yon, 
eappki,  by  the  taachin'  I'm.  a-giving  you.'' 

"  YoQ  ase  a  sage^  grave  eoanseUor^  MfiUbouse,  and  I  am  bou^d 
i0  si^pose-^beiiig  myseV  inexperienced,  particulaily  among 
women^-^thai  you  oounsel  wisely*  BuA  have  you.  only  a  single 
Mde  Soar  yonr  opesttioQS  1  la  it  possible  that-  you  recogjnse,  no 
difference  among  women^  and  tliat  you  use.  the  same  policy  with 
idl?" 

''Lord  love  you,. no!  In  course,  you'i^e  to  o»derfltawd  tha^ 
nan  is  the  bom  master  >  but  every  master  knows  that  j^ou.  maiv- 
age  hands  differently,  each  one  accordin'  to  hisnatur.  But  wo* 
man  is  bom  with  a  knowing  that  some  day  she's,  got  to  find  a 
masten  That  nfedkes  her.  ready  for  him  when  he  comes^  But  it 
skears  some,  them  in  pertickhur  that,  haint  ^i  no  ixperence. 
With  a-wpman  of  ixpecenee,  atorming's  the  wi^;: — and  a  fort, 
yoo  know,  that's  been  once  stormed  knows  all  about  it,,  and  kin 
be  easily  stormed  agin.  But  the  fort  that's  never  been  taken,  is 
l»  be  managed  different.  Yon  don*t  let  si^h  a  fort  see  all  your 
strength  at  onoe,  You  don't  sho'w  all  your  sodgers  in  front.  Yon 
matueuvres,  and  marches  and  coimtermarches.  You  don't  let  the 
garrison  see  where  you're  guine  to  make  the  attack.  You  ap- 
proaches cautions,  cappin,  and  you  works  by  sap.  But,  I  needn't 
tell  you  of  what's  needAil  in  works  of  waar* '  J  only  mean  to  show 
by  a  sawt  of  picter  which  you  onderstand,  bow  you'r^  to  work 
«dth  wpmen.  The  young  gal  you  captures  by  insinivf twns,  but 
the  widow  Eb'leigh's  no.  young  gaL  She's  had  ixperence  of 
things ;  and  you're  to  conqner  her  jest  by  storming  and  'soalade. 
Pnt.on  your  biggest  thunder  now,  cappin,  and  go  to  the  attack 
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with  a  shoot  and  a  rash,  and  dang  mj  peepers  ef  she  don't  sus- 
render  at  the  first  sommons." 

**  Oertainly,  yoa  hold  forth  a  very  encouraging  proiq^t  Bat» 
sergeant,  marriage  is  a  very  serious  business.  To  a  man  who  has 
been  firee  all  his  life,  has  had  nobody  to  restrain  kis  conduct,  oufe- 
goings  and  incomings,  there  is  something  positively  fnghtfiil  in 
the  Idnd  of  bondage  which  it  makes.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
instead  of  the  woman  getting  a  master,  the  man  gets  a.  mis* 
tress.  There's  a  great  part  of  this  in  most  marriages.  To  leoon- 
eile  one  to  the  danger,  I  suppose,  the  passion  of  love  was  in- 
vented—" 

**  Love !  Oh !  Lord,  don't  talk  of  sieh  child's  play  as  that,  I 
beg  you !  Maniage  is  business ;  'taint  love*  It's  airnest  work; 
'iiunt  sport  I  Nobody,  I  redron,  marries  for  the  sport  of  the 
thing,  ef  he's  once  cut  his  eye-teeth.  Yeur  boy  and  gal  mimriages 
is  a  sort  of  baby  house  businesa.  When  we  talks  to  grown  mea 
and  women  about  the  thmg,  we  means  an  argymeat,  and  a  reasoi^ 
/  ^  and  a  sense,  and  a  needeessity.  Ton  aint  sorely  guine  to  tell  me 
of  likes  and  dislikes  in  the  business.  Nobody  ixpects  you  at 
yonr  time  o'  1Mb,  to  have  any  dch  child  feeling  of  love«  sidi  as 
works  upon  infant  young  fellows,  that's  just  begun  to  I'am  the 
run  of  the  woods." 

**  But  I  confess,  sergeant,  if  I  am  to  marry,  I  should  l&e  to 
consult  my  tastes  in  the  matter.  I  confess  that  I  bdieve  myself 
not  a  bit  too  old  to  have  an  affection." 

^  'Fections  mnstn't  stand  in  the  way  of  business.  How's  the 
case  ?  You're  bad  off  in  plantation  tarcumstanoes.  You  want 
everything,  and  kaint,  by  your  own  self,  keep  what  you've  got« 
Well,  jest  beside  you  there  standi  a  rich  widow.  She's  well  off 
in  plantation  sarcumstances.  She  kin  save  everything  for  yon. 
Isn't  the  ease  dW  enough  to  a  person  with  only  hafe  an  ond«r« 
standing." 

'<  Still,  I  am  for  having  a  (Certain  feeling  satisfied — call  it  taste» 
or  affection,  love  or  what  you  will,  sergeant,  if  I'm  to  marry  and 
lose  my  liberty,  I  must  know  that  my  jailor  is  a  lovely  one." 

**  Oh  f  Lord,  cappin,  dont  be  foolish  and  ridickilous.  I've  n6 
patience  with  such  etarnal  throat^cutting  sentiments.  Don't  you 
resk  the  best  chance  in  th^  country  on  sich  foolish  Idees.  What 
right  hev'  you,  at  yoni  time  of  day,  and  in  your  sai-cumstancea 
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to  talk  about  nch  hoj  and  gal  sentiments.  Here  you're  at  forty- 
five,  with  your  head*gitting  as  grey  as  ef  'twas  rolled  over  in  a 
meal  bag ; — with  your  body  all  of  a  heap  in  the  middle,  and  the 
pins  mighty  slender  for  sich  a  weight  to  go  upon ;  and  your  sar- 
cnmstances  all  in  a  kink,  and  knotted  upon  with  the  fingers  of 
that  etamal  warmmt,  the  sheriff; — and  yet  you're  a-talking  of 
love,  and  sentiments,  and  defections,  jest  as  ef  you  knowd  no 
more  of  human  natur  than  a  lad  of  seventeen,  who's  jest  begin- 
ning to  spread  safl  for  a  breeze.  I  kaiat  let  yon  talk  sich  foolish 
idees,  cappin !  'Twont  do,  I  tell  you.  I  wont  hev'  it !  You 
shan't  throw  away  the  good  fortin',  JQst  as  it's  a-tumbling,  ripe 
into  your  mouth,  ef  I  kin  help  it.  'Twould  be  a  sort  of  right 
that  your  friends  would  have  to  give  you  a  good  choking  first" 

"Ah !"  said  Porgy,  drily, — "such  friendship  as  you  describe 
is  somewhat  rare,  sergeant." 

"  As  I'm  a  living  man,  cappin,  I'd  be  the  man  to  do  the  thing 
ef  'twas  for  your  good  and  to  save  you ;  and  I'd  do  it  jest  as  free 
and  bold  as  your  own  self  when  you  stuped  my  arm  to  the* 
saving  of  my  life — I  would !" 

"  Thank  you»  sergeant,  thank  you  I  I  acknowbdge  the  pecu- 
liar frankness  of  your  friendship^  but  trust  never  to  make  it  n^ 
cessary  for  my  friends  to  choke  me,  in  order  to  make  me  take 
my  medicine." 

•*  Fruit,  not  physic,  cappin*" 

"-Well,  fruit !  —  But  suppose  there  are  other  fruits  that  I  hap- 
pen to  like  better  than  that  which  yon  offer  me.  Suppose,  to 
speak  more  to  the  point,  there  should  happen  to  be  another  wo-- 
man  whom  I  happen  to  like  better  ihm  Mrs.  Eveleigh }" 

"^  Ha !  is  it  that  7  Well,  the  only  thing  to  ax— is  the  other 
woman  in  the  same  sarcnmstances  as  Mrs,  Eb'leigh,  —  ready  and 
4ble  to  help  you  out  of  the  halter  of  the  sheriff?"  . 

"  Don't  name  the  animal  quite  bo  often,  sergeant,  if  you  please." 

"Well,  I  wont;  but  I  ax  agin — is  the  other  woman  as  well 
off  as  the*  widow  Ebleigh  t  Has  she  as  many  goulden  guineas, 
as  many  niggers  t  — " 

"  Not  a  stiver  that  I  know  of —  not  the  hair  of  a  negro." 

"  Oan't  be,  cappin,  you're  thinking  of  the  widow  Oriffin }"  ex- 
ekumed  the  sergeant,  rising  to  his  feet  and  confronting  Poi^y 
with  a  lo^k  of  blank  astonishment — " 
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**  GriiSii  18  a  prettier  woman  than  Mrs.  Evcleigli. ' 

"  Diccance !  cappin !  what  hev'  you  got  to  do  with  purty  wo- 
men. What's  a  purty  woman  to  a  man  in  your  sarcumstauces  T" 

"  Why,  Millhonse,  do  you  suppose,  because  a  man  wants  money, 
he  must  also  want  good  taste." 

"  Taste !  —  tliaf  s  another  of  them  foolish  idees !  I  thought  I 
had  given  j'ou  a  right  notion  of  all  sich  things,  A  man  what's 
poor  Mid  in  danger  of  the  sheriff  has  no  right  to  hev'  a  taste." 

^  But  suppose  he  can't  help  it,  sergeant — suppose  he  /las  the 
♦«8te  whether  he  wills  or  no  ?" 

'  Then  the  Lord  have  marcy  on  his  ^rciunstanccs.  But,  cap- 
pin,  you  kamt  affbixl  to  hev'  a  taste  for  the  widow  Griffin.  She's 
a  mighty  comely  woman,  I  confess ;  but  comely  in  a  woman  is 
as  comely  brings.  It's  not  what  a  woman  looks,  but  what  she 
owns,  that  makes  the  comely ;  and  you  kaint  afibrd  to  encourage 
ber  izpeotatiofis,  ef  she's  got  any.  Your  business  is  with  widow 
Bbldgh^  and  yon  kanut  gH  over  the  needcessity  afbre  you,  try 
it  as  yott  may*  It^s  a  law  of  natur,  in  your  sarcumstauces,  that 
you  marries  her,  and  nobody  else !" 

Porgy  was  sQenif  looMng  thou^tfully  into  the  fire.  Ins  pipe 
banging  over  bis  knee,  forgotten  in  his  grasp.  MillhoUse  rose,  at 
tlie  close  of  tbe  last  speech^  in  which  he  had  uttered  his  decree 
as  emphatically  as  if  it  had  been  that  of  the  Modes  and  Persians, 
and  motioned  with  his  one  arm  to  the  Jamuca« 

*«  AinI  yott  thksty ,  cappin  V* 

'*  No,  sergeant,  but  I  am  sure  that  you  nxe  very  dry.  Help 
yourself,  adid  dont  wait  on  me." 

"  It's  a  bad  rign  when  a  travelQng  horse  won't  drink,  capgifa.*'' 

**  True,  sergeant,  but  thougli  one  man  may  carry  a  horsb  to 
water,  ten  can't  make  him  drink,  when  he's  not  wiUmg." 

"  Why,  Lord,  love  yon  cappin,  there  oughtn't  to  be  any  great 
onwillingness  for  you  to  marry  the  widow  Eb'leigh.  She's  got 
a  mighty  sweet  face." 

**Tme." 
And  a  mighty  plump  figure." 

"Tme." 

*  And  the  whitest  skin,  cl'ar  red  and  wliite ;  and  uicli  a  soft 
tine  eyB>  and  sich  sweet  lips,  so  red  and  ripe  like ;"  and  tlio 
sergeant  swallowed  half  the  contents  of  the  cup,  and  smackecl 
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Ills  lips  as  heartUy  as  if  in  the  actual  encounter  with  those  of  the 
widow. 

<*  And  she's  young  for  her  age,  and  with  sich  a  nice,  full  figger; 
not  a  hit  too  stout,  not  over  fat,  hut  jest  right.  Why,  cappin,  ef 
taste,  as  you  call  it,  was  to  decide,  and  the  taste  was  a  downright 
honest,  good  sodger  la^te,  why  it  would  choose  the  widow  Ebleigh 
a  thousand  times  before  the  widow  Oriffin." 

"  I  will  drink.  Sergeant,*'  said  Pofgy,  rising  and  ayproaoliing 
the  barrel,  on  the  head  of  which  the  water  jug,  the  Jamaica  and 
the  cup,  found  a  temporary  asylum.  He  filled,  and  when  about 
to  drink,  he  said : 

**  You  are  a  philosopher,  sergeant,  sueh  as  the  worid  every- 
where respects.  But  though  yo«r  philosophy  succeeds  jiret&y 
gmierally,  in  die  i^orld,  you  never  would." 

*•  En,*  why  not,  cappin  T' 

^Because  the  ohi^  seet^t  of  the  snooess  of  sodi  a  philosophy 
as  yours  is  that  it  aeTer  vimiiteth  itself.  It's  pax^essors  never 
publish  their  virtues  as  you  do.  They  are  content  to  practise  in 
secret  what  yon  mistakenly  poraise.  They  do  what  you  firemch^ 
and  preach  against  what  they  themselves  do.  Pride  thus  dii- 
courseth  of  humility  with  moist  lips ;  selfishness  thus  becomes 
eloquent  in  its  exhortations  ta  self-sacrifice ;  and  the  good  preacher 
wiH  possess  himself  ^f  the  fattest  ewe  Iamb  of  the  flock  while 
iAsistii^  on  the  beauties  of  a  perpetual  lent.  But  what  say  y6n 
to  bed  1  It  will  be  some  hours,  I  fancy,  before  the  Uentettant 
and  the  boys  get  hack  fWHn  their  coon  hunt,  and  we  may  ^njoy 
a  good  sleep  meanwhile.  We  must  ako  rise  soon  in  the  momiag, 
that  we  may  see  what  we  are  to  wear  to-morrow.  There  must 
he  some  perching  of  my  gannents,  before  I  shall  be  able  perfect- 
ly to  appear  at  the  widow's  table ;  and  y6u  too,  in  all  piFobability, 
will  need  some  adhesive  plasters,  front  and  rear." 

*  I'ai  glad  you're  a-tfainking  of  that,  cappn.  You  must  put  ou 
your  best  front,  and  put  your  best  fi>ot  fbr'ad,  for,  jeat  heV  whs^ 
tastes  and  idees  you  think  proper,  you  kaint  git  off  Arom  marvyr 
lag  diat  widow." 
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CHAPTER  XLIV. 

THB  GHOST  AT  GLBN-BBBRLBY  BMBRACB8  THE  8BR0BANT 

vi  tt  armis, 

Whbn  Porgy  had  retired,  Millhouse  mixed  for  biiiuielf  aii^tlief 
cup  of  Jamaica,  with  water,  laid  it  down  before  the  fire*  itew  a 
blanket  np  to  the  hearth,  B(pattei  upon  it,  pulled  off  his  Aoea, 
and  exposed  his  naked  feet  to  the  blaze.  He  re^denished  his 
pipe,  drew  a  keg  near  his  back,  leaned,  against  itwidi  the  air  of 
a  man  who  was  about  to  enjoj  life  philesophicallj^  and,  w$th  a 
few  vigoreuB  puffs,'  endrded  his  head  with  a  beooming  atmo- 
sphe^  of  cloud  and  vapor.  With  the  momentary  removal  of 
tbe  pipe  fvom  his  jaws,  he  moistened  his  lips  with  the  Jamaica. 
He  again  dried  them  with  a  puff,  and  again  moistened  them  with 
the  provided  beverage.  The  philosophic  mood  thus  j^wpmAj 
stimulated,  he  began,  fot/o  voce,  to  soliloquize  upon  affairs  and 
things  around  him,  his  reflections  prompted  hy  the  conviction 
that  he  had  been  gratefully  opening  the  eyes  of  his  supenor  l# 
truths  and  a  wisdom  which  the  other  was  slow  to  arrive  at. 

'*  He's  down  in  the  month  1  He  aint  in  good  spernts.  It's  m 
needoetsity  to  make  him  see  how  tbe  matter  stands,  tod  what 
he's  got  to  do  in  his  p«rdioaments.  Well,  to  say  tnidi,  ht  a  iidse 
ikMm,  and  a  smart  man,  and  a  man  what's  seen  sarviee,  the  cap^ 
pin  IS  jest  about  as  foolish  as  a  young  person  of  sixteen*  And 
it's  mighty  strange  at  his  age,  he  should  be  so  baahfoL  Hero, 
it's  cl'ar  to  every  man  wbat^s  got  an  eye  to  any^ing,  that  this 
kere  rich  widow  is  ready  witih  the  bridal  ganmnts.  She's  to  be 
had  for  the  axmg.  I  watched  her  mighty  dose  when  they  war 
a-talking  together,  and  ef  ever  a  woman's  eye  said,  'Look  stt  sm^ 
I'm  at  your  sarvice,  stranger,'  her  eye  said  that  same  thuag  to 
the  cappin.  Yet,  for  all  that,  his  cussed  bashfulness  won*t  see 
and  believe  it.  But  ho  shan't  want  for  the  incouragings  to  make 
him  come  up  to  tho  rack  and  taste  the  fodder.    It's  good  fodder 
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well-cured  fodder,  and  a  plentifol  annftil  of  it  too ;  and  there's 
good  com  where  tlie  fbdder  comes  from,  and  he  shall  crack  that 
oom,  ef  he's  got  a  tooth  in  his  head,  and  ef  he  haint,  I'll  hev'  it 
ground  for  him.  But  eat  it  he  sh?!! !  DonH  I  see  the  woman 
likes  him  to  kill.  And  he  aint  an  onlikelj  pusson  in  any  wo« 
man's  sight.  Ef  'twarn  fbr  his  almighty  gairth,  he'd  be  a  £gure 
to  go  through  an  army  of  women,  and  take  his  pick  as  he  went. 
I'D  take  a  hand  at  gitting  her  to-morrow,  and  I'll  see  that  Tom 
takes  in  his  belt  a  few  holes  closer.  He  must  be  made  to  look 
his  best  Ef  he  had  some  new  clothes  now !  Hk  old  bufifa  are 
mfghtf  full  of  stidns.  '  'Twont  do  to  wash  buff  breeches  in 
swamp  water  no  how,  and  to  dust  'em  #ith  arwamp  mud  hurts 
thebr  comple^on  more  than  the  water.  But  with  good  brushing 
We  Utt  make  'em  pass.  A-most  erreiythhig  in  the  way  of  clothes 
will  pass  whefe  a  woman's  eye's  already  quite  fiiH  of  the  pusson 
tonself." 

Putting  the  pipe  into  his  mouth,  he  drew  it,  fiercely,  and  send 
fbrth  several  enormous  jetB  of  smoke,  which  kept  up  the  due  phit 
osophie  consistency  hi  the  atmosphere,  Uien  taking  another  sup 
ef  die  Jamaica  in  order  to  maintain  his  own  mental  consistency, 
he  proceeded,  still  in  under-tones,  to  sbliloqutze  in  respect  to  hb 
superior. 

'«TklUc  of  Mrs.  Griffin!  What  kin  Mrs.  Oriffin  do  for  hunt 
What  Idn  he  do  for  Mrs^  CMffin  !  Why  it's  jest  the  same  as  ef 
we  tied  both  of  'em  in  a  poke  together,  and  gin  etn  to  the  sheriff 
to  sell  at  public'  cry !  And  who'd  buy  ?  The  prke  diey 'd  bring 
wouldn't  ^jl6T  tlie  cost  of  selling.  The  woman's  good  lookhtg 
enough  —^mighty  good  looking  I'd  say,  and  jest  the  sort  of  wo- 
'man  to  suit  me,  ef  there  was  any  sense  in  my  manrying  at 
iH,  Whether  I'd  be  wanting  a  wife  would  a-onost  altogether 
depend  on  the  sort  of  eencome  I  could  git  out  of  it  She's  got 
a  small  place,  nice  farm  enough,  a  good  comfortable  house 
upon  it,  with  a  horse  and  a  cow,  and  a  few  pigs  and  chickens ; 
and  ef  there  was  nobody  but  her  one,  —  why  it  might  be  no 
bad  ^enc4  for  me  to  be  'greeable  and  take  her ;  but  there's  her 
marriageable  darter,  gvAne  to  be  married  too,  to  the  lieutenant, 
sttid  leetle  enough  there'll  be  for  the  three  to  feed  on.  'Twont 
do  I  a  senmble  miurr^e,  fbr  a  man,  means  tlie  bettering  of  )iis 
Mireumstances,  and  there^s  no  bettering  in  sich  a  business. 
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When  one  marries^  it- a  ik^  giMPCwasUoceg  that  W«.got  to  copsMcr, 
and  not  the  woman  that  bangs  on  to  'em.  It'a  neither  for  me 
nor  the  cfipfiia  to  think  of  the  widew  Ghriffin,  though  «fit's  to 
be  done  bj  either  on  m,  why  It's  ibr  me  to  deit  It^  the  t'other 
woman's  sarenmatances  that  he's  got  to  consid^,  and  he'll  Jiev* 
to  come  to  the  scratch  whether  he  wants  to  or  ^9." 

A  renewed  puffing  lU  the  pipe  wad  followed  bj  anoAer  siy 
of  the  Jamaica*  iuid  the  ntilitorian  philosopher  proceeded,  iitiH 
90t/o  VQce^  to  consider  "  the  sareumstancflB/' 

"Everything'  'pends  on  what  ho  does  und  s^iys  to-moirow. 
I'll  be  thar,  and  I'U  pnsh  him  for'^d;  I'll  make  the  chance  for 
him  and  the  argyment  too,  ef  io  be  I  s^  1dm  plaj^ing  ahilly* 
•hally.  It's  mighty  firthnt  for  tbe  oappui  thiit  she  j^mA  ,me  te 
go  too.  I  reckon  ahe  seed  for  heraeU^  that  I  know'd  acmethi^g 
ihat  aint  to  be  lamed  in  books,  and  it's  fortinit  for  the  capipin 
that  I'm  his  friend,  that  aint  gnine  to  see  him  lose  a  good  gam^ 
without  telMng  him  when  it's  tboiijight  tkne  to  ding  down  tnunps ! 
I  must  put  the  lieiiteMAt  1^  to  help  me,  and  Tom  kin  throw 
in  a  word*  seasonable,  flo  strengthen  the  ai^yment  And  may  I 
be  etamally  (Hjoashed  under  a  monntain  of  swamp,  fenced  in 
with  alligators,  ef  we  dbn't  g|t  possesion  of  that  widow  and  all 
she's  got." 

Another  succession  of  fierce  puffs  at  the  pipe,  and  then  a  re- 
newed moistening  of  the  lips  with  the  Jamaica.  The  seliloqiiy 
was  then  resnned: — 

"<  She's  gpot  tnere  than  a  hundred  niggers,  I  reckon.  Thai'a 
Tom's  thinking.  She  aint  got  no  debts  to  p4(y>  «id  aint  afeared 
of  no  sheriff.  She  must  divide  them  niggers  betwixt  the  two 
places,  bafe  here  and  hafe  there ;  and  then  we'll  see  which  makes 
the  best  crepsyFordham  orme !  Fordbam'a  n good enongii  chap 
I'm  atthinking ;  but  he  aint  haid  Uie  benefit  of  seeing  the  woiU 
m  the  army.  I  made  good  rice,  I  reckon,  'fore  ever  Fordham 
seed  backwater.  When  a  man  lives  always  in  one  place  he 
he  don't  know  much  and  luunt  I'am  nothing.  I'll  show  him  the 
good  of  army  life  for  bringing  sense  into  a  Dunily.  As  for  the 
drill  among  die  niggers,  I  reckon  I'll  make  him  open  his  eyee 
wider  than  ever  any  tartapin  lying  on  the  flat  of  his  back,  apd 
the  water  biling  &st  for  him  to  thicken.  £f  I  don't  beat  him  Ml 
a  cri^,  then  my  daddy  had  no  right  to  his  own  son  I" 
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llie  sergetfit  oonthioed  to  muse  and  specolato,  for  two  goodly 
hours  alter  his  worldly  fashion.  Porgj's  chamber  was  silent. 
He  probably  sl6|iit.  So  thought  MUlhonse.  Frampton  was  stOl 
absent  on  Iris  coon  and  possum  hunt ;  on  which  enterprise  he  had 
been  oeeiMnpaaiied  by  Tom,  Pomp,  and  sereral  other  negroes, 
all  eager  to  proenre  a  supply  of  fresh  meat,  and  to  renew  spoils 
whieh  always  brought  them  pleasure.  It  might  be  hours  still 
before  tkey  would'  return,  since  it  requires,  sometimes,  a  largo 
cireuit  of  woodland  and  swamp  before  the  dog  scentfrhls  pi*oy. 
MSlhotise,  in  tile  meantime,  had  ceased  to  soliloquiee.  He  had 
been  kept  wi^DeAil  a  long  ^me,  in  consequence  of  the  singulai 
variety  attd  aetirity  of  bis  scheming  fancies;  but  he  was  begin- 
ning to  saeeumb  to  drowsbess.  He  had  emptied  his  pipe  of  its 
adia^  e¥rallowed  the  last  drop  of  the  Jinnaica,  and  pushing  away 
die  keg  tietm  his  back,  prepared  to  roll  himself  up  in  his  blankets, 
when  he  fancied  he  heard  a  footfall  in  the  back  piazza.  In  half 
listless  mood  he  listened.  The  step  ceased,  and  he  drowsed. 
Then  he  was  awakened  by  what  he  thought  a  rustling  against 
the  door.  Ae  raised  himself  up,  tbrew  a  brand  on  the  fire, 
whidi  was  begfauung  to  sink,  and  saw  it  kindle  and  blkze  up 
brightly.  Bemembering  the  robbery  of  the  preTious  night,  he 
kept  his  eyes  keenly  fixed  upon  the  door.  He  was  afraid  to 
rise  for  his  pistols,  which  lay  in  the  opponte  comer,  lest  he  should 
ftighten  off  the  intruder,  and  he  was  too  anxious  to  get  at  him 
Ho  suffer  this,  if  possible.  He  resolred,  aocordin^y,  to  wait  till 
tiie  last  moment.  AH  on  a  sudden,  whde  he  looked  and  listened, 
the  door  was  pushed  open,  and  a  tall  female  figure  stood  before 
liim  in  the  dusky  opening.  There  was  evidently  female  drapery 
— ihta  he  could  dktibguish— but  att  else  was  undiscemable 
He  remttobered,  fi^  the  first  time,  that  the  captain  had  told  him, 
the  night  previous,  that  the  house  Was  haunted ;  and  the  thought 
now  seized  him  that  this  was  the  ghost.  The  sergeant  was  bi-ave 
enough,  as  the  world  goes,  but  he  could  not  prevent  a  strange 
ancotafdrtable  slitidder  from  passing  through  hhh.  He  did  not 
will  to  believe  in  ghosts,  but  what  ehte  conM  be  the  intruder  1 

'"Who's  HV*  he  died  out,  after  a  pause,  in  accents  somewhat 
less  confident  and  formidable  than  those  in  which  he  had  dis- 
eovirsed  to  Porgy  of  the  proper  philosophy. 

**  Who's  thart"  he  demanded ;  and  the  stranger  advanced  into 
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the  room,— a  tall,  slender  form  in  a  sort  of  loose,  dingy  wkite 
garment,  the  draping  of  which  seemed  somewhat  ta  confine  k$ 
movements.  It  happened,  vexatiousij  enongh,  that  the  fife 
upon  the  hearth,  which  had  hlazed  up  hrighUj  enough  but  a 
moment  before,  seemed  almost  to  expire ;  a  circumstance  so  apt^ 
associated  with  the  pixssence  of  the  stranger  aa  somewhai  to  cobi« 
firm  the  fancj  of  the  sergeant  that  she  was  certainly  the  house* 
hold  ghost.  He  remembered,  in  an  instant,  what  he  had  heard 
in  his  yovng  days  of  the  lights  bunung  dimly,  laid  blue,  in  the 
presence  of  the  specti'e,  and  he  could  conceive  of  no  less  influence 
which  could  so  effectually,  and  in  an  instant,  dq^e  *  fat  light* 
wood*  of  its  praper  inflammable  virtues.  He  hegaa  to  feel 
more  and  more  disquieted,  while  the  silence  of  the  inlrudeir 
added  to  his  doubts.  Again  he  cried  out,  this  time  jraasing 
his  head,  if  not  his  voice, — and  speaking  with  prodigioas  effort «-* 

"Who'sitUiar,  Isayt" 

The  answer  dispelled  his  apprehensions  immediately. 

"Da  you,  my  chile?*' 

The  voice  waa  that  of  a  negro  as  well  as  a  female. 

"  Who's  a&aid  of  a  nigger  ghost  !*'  exclaimed  the  sergeant  aloud 
—and  rising  to  a  sitdng  posture. 

"  Who's,yaul  .1  say  I  and  what  hev'  you  come  for."  t 

'*It*s  me,  my  chile!  It's  you  own  ole  woman — Sappho  I 
£ntyyou  member  de  ole  woman -^  you  own  buss, — de  sam^ 
Sappho  wha'  bin  mind  you  a  t'ou^nd  time&  De  Lawd  be  praise 
for  bring  ypu  had^^-dat  de  ole  woman  kin  hug  he  chile  onoe 
more,  fore  he  dead  for  ebber.** 

With  these  w<^rd4  the  speaker  darted  forward,  and,  Calling 
upon  her  knees  .upon,  the  blankets  of  the  sergeant,  seised  him 
in  her  firm  einbraAe>  and  before  he  cowld  r^cpyer  from  his  suf)- 
prise,  and  extricate  himselfi  bugged  him  closely  to  her  bosom* 
and  bestowed  upon  his  cheeks,  a  flood  of  kisses  from  a  toothless 
mouth ! 

"  Git  out !  Oh  1  thunder — Oh ! —Hello  1  I  say !  What  tho 
splinters  are  you  after  I    Whoo  1    D !" 

Thus,  half  sufibcated  for  a  moment,  the  sergeant  vented  hie 
horror  and  surprise.  He  struggled  fiercely*  with  his  one  anOt 
to  push  her  away ;  but  she  had  him  at  great  advantage.  He 
-''as  in  a  sitting  posture,  swathed  half  in  blankets;  and, kneeling 
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beride  Un,  the  gkost  had  gmppled  him  about  the  neel^  and  kt 
the  ardor  of  her  kisses  had  almost  succeeded  in  pressing  him^ 
orer  upon  the  floor. 

**  Mj  own  chile !"  she  sobbed  ever  as  she  kissed. 

^'Bat  I  aint!    Git  ont>  I  saj!    Loid,  old  woman,  who  the 

h-4  kin  yon  be^  and  what's  jon  after  I  OhUd  be  d d !    lie  a 

ehfldr 

^Hy  belnbbed  infSuit!  I  hab  yon  in  my  arms  agin,  %>re  I 
dead  I    De  Lawd  be  praiseT 

-In&nt,be !" 

"Oh,  my  chile!" 

""Ohfld!  yon  old  fool!  What's  you  thinking  abont !** 

^Datdd  Sai^o  should  ebber  lib  for  see  dis  di^ !  I  kin  dead 
happy  now ;  the  Lawd  be  praise !" 

**  Dead  I  I  wish  yon  was,  and  the  okl  d«^  had  y^  I" 

"  My  chile — my  bes*  belobbed  son !"  and-she  bhdbbered  aloud. 

<«  IV-n  my  ifiUnters,  old  woman,  ef  I  don't  be  the  death  of  yon 
for  sartain.  I'll  knock  you  into  the  leetle  eendof  a  sarenmatanee 
ef  you  don't  let  go." 

"  It's  yoQ  own  ole  Sappho,  my  ohile!  Ton  no.knsiw  yon  own 
nuss ;  you  own  good  ole  woman,  eld  Bappho,  my  son !  Wha' 
you  push  me  'way  fori  I  bin  nuss  yoa  in  dese  anas  a  t'onsand 
times,  and  I  lub  you  better  dan  all  de  worl'.  Don't  push  me 
Vay !— I  lub  ywt  too  much  for  leff  you ;  I  wunt  le*  you  go !" 

**  We'll  see  that !  Lord !  that  I  should  live  to  be  squeesed  to 
death  by  a  nigger,  and  suffickated  in  the  anns<rf  a  raw-head  and 
bloody  bones  like  this !    You  old  scout  of  satan,  you— '111  ■■  ■  ■!" 

The  sergeant,  swearing,  and  <  almost  shouting  in  his  rage,  at 
length  tooceededin  extricatiiig  himself  from  the  blankets ;  then, 
throwing  off  the  loving  intmder  who  had  evidently  mistaken  heir 
man,  he  managed  to  gain  his  feet,  and  to  stand  erect,  with  his 
one  arm  extended,  the  fist  b^ng  now  doubled  until  it  wore  the 
appearance  of  an  awful  man],  such  as  the  rail  splitter  employs 
m  driving  .home  his  wedges.  The  strange  woman,  singnlariy 
named  after  the  tender'^iearted  wanton  who  flung  herself  away 
for  love  <^  the  phlegmatic  Phaon,  had  by  this  time  arisen  also; 
and,  recoiling  from  the  person  she  had  so  closely  grappled  but  a 
moment  before^  she  stood  some  ^t  paces  off,  euriouriy  regarding 
Imn,  now  satisfied  of  her  error,  and  quite  as  much  confounded  as 
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bo  wMiM^Dtliy*  It  wjw  Hi  tiiis  ^toencpt,  wbenllie  aer^e^iltrfuUi 
persuaded  that,  if  a  ghost*  tki>  poraon  befose  bim,waa  suffimntlj 
sabstantial  to  feel  the  force  of  arguments  such  as  it  was  in  his 
power  to  deliver  from  his  kmicklesr  wiaa  preparing  to;  fall  upor 
liM:  intnider,  too^  and  iiail»  tliat  the  captain  ef  partisans,  aroused 
b^ihe  voiees-and  the  struggle^.made hisappeajraiica  ia  his  niglitf 
clothes,  but  with  a  blanket  over  his  shoulders,  and  interposed  be- 
tween the  parties 

"  Who's  this,  MlUliouse  ?    What's  tha  matter  T 

Before  the  sergeant  could  answer,  the  woman  pushed  beside 
him  with  a  cry. 

<'Disdahhka!  Dis  dah  my  own  diilb!"  and  with  sobs  o£  joy 
ilW'tfarffytf  heranom  about  tha  neck  of  Pofgy  as;  shei  had  done 
about  that  of  Millhouse. 

«  Why,  bello  I  ihy>  gbad  womaa  t  Wko  do  yo«  teke  me  for } 
Jim  are  quite  ioo  fibee  in  yonr  affisotiona" 

Povgy  endearered toeztricata himseii;  b«t  the^  efibit  was*  as 
difteiihinkis.caeeaaisdiatefMiU&enBe.  Millhotise  wilneased 
the  effort,  and  chuckled  outright. 

*«  If  a  yofor  tuni  now,  ciaflpin,  aad  your  right  bf-nadec!" 

*'  My  chile  1  my  chile  h  Tao^Me  knew  yoa  nmdder  nua^ — you 
own  Sappho,  wluk'  bin  nni'  yen  wbeu  yon  bin  leetle;  baby»  only 
big  Mk8  my  haaV 

"  Sappho  l"  cried  Porgy,-r**^  what  Sappho,  iait.ydui  my  poor 
eld  numma!—^ ray  good  old  wDmad  !^' 

•<  Dah  bam !    Dab  me }  my  ohilel  my  ebiie  1'* 

**  And  a  pret^  aioeable  aaecumstance  of  4  child  he  is !''  cried 
the  sergeant,  laughing,  at  die  spectacle* 

.  '*  Tliere,  Sappho,  my  good  old  woman,  that  wiU  do  now,"  said 
P«rg7 — ^eome  into. my  room. and  let  us  ait  down  ^ere  I  can 
hear  you." 

*'  Da's  it,  my  son !  Oh  !  bow  I  wants  for  tell  you  ebbry  ting 
what's  pass  and  gone ;"  and  clinging  to  hia  arm  the  old  woman 
aooompanied  thO'Captain  to  has  cluunber. 

**  I'U  bring  you  some  lightwood^  oappin,"  qnoth  the  sergeant 
-**  you'll  be  wantmg  te  see,  I  reckon,  tke  aavt  of  puyaon  you're 
a-lilkaig  to." 

The  lightwood*  was  browght,the  fire  seen  put  into  aJblase*  and 
■eating  himself  on  one  cornei*  of  his  blankets,  the  captain,  with 
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jone  diScoky^  f—waded  UmoH  iromwn  to  daposiie' herself  mi 
4niolhei'.  '  Tke  ^eigvtuit  iwrfch  km  Uabket  wriqpped  abeot  Ua 
AonlAesiy  took  Usstartd  IMde  Ufae  numtlefiioBe,  his  stnmp^ann 
ieitiB|r  «!poB  it,  while  lie  looked  tsmamsly  ujpon  the  group,  aoid 
listened  with  interert  to  wkiii  maa  said.  ¥he  iipectable  was,  lii- 
deed, «  soffidentlj  eurieiis;  oae* 

Porgy,  as  we  adready  fciiow»  is  aomewhat  of  a  speetede  hin- 
seli^  partieidairly  with  a  toflet  incomplete.  Bat^hie  eompanioii, 
DOW,  ia  one  in  admliafale  oontiast  with  himself.  She  was  reiy 
tan  and  thin — a  mere  skeleton,  hi  fiset — hei«  gamenta  looie^and 
light,  sathar  kaaging  about  than  Jastened  to  hkr  person*  8he  was 
about  seVenty^ve;  y^ais  'Old,  or  aiote.  T^  siKaessive  wrinkles 
ef  hear  fiMe,  dmi^  toge&er  wA  last,  bnng  aiMikt  her  cbee)u 
and  chin,  like  a  once  well  filled,  but  lofag  emptiBd  poiriw.  Hsr 
teeth  naere  eativehf  gene;  ihe  Jipsr  nnasnilly  thin,  finding  no 
xesistanee  npoo  pvesaure,  had  sank  in,  making  a  deep  valley 
across  the  fiice,  ihe  aose-  on  one  hand  and  die  kAm  on  the  other, 
both  prominent  and  sharp,  rising  «p  Hke  peaks- of  Teiwrifle.  The 
ecan^  hairs  which  ibdnfy  eanrerediwr  heady  aad  escaped  ibeneath 
the  old  hancHcefdnef  whidh  wrapped  it,  w^re  gra^  as  the  tsoss 
a^n  the  old  oah,  and  net  anich  nnlike  kiin  textmre  and  earl. 
But  her  ejea  wave  as  bright,  shking  out  in  the  general  black- 
ness, as  two  fierj  litde  stars,  pceparing  ibr  battle.  They  were 
rtnan  and  de^fy^jet,JbQt'a8iintens€i«in  dieir  gase  As  if  the  pio^ 
pricftor  ireteffiffeeii  only.  Toothless  whofiy,  the  old  wofaan  was 
wet  tongtielesB.  ^e  tongne,  indeed,  seendd  td  find  it  necessary 
to  do  double  duty  in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  the  teeth; 
nad  eager,  yet  mnmbfing  the*  words  the  while,  ihe  hncieot  wo- 
nan  ran  en,  Al  the  wfaileyiHth  little  tyr  no  panse,  ejaealatitig  her 
thanks  to  heaften  i^Uch  had  vonohsafed  that  she  ahonlA  see  '^  ber 
chile  a^n  t"" 

*^  Bnt  yen  no  know  me,  my  «diile.  Yon  bin  fotgit  old  Sappho ! 
Enty  I  know.  You  kaint  tell  me.  Hah )  das  de  way  wid  de 
world.  X^eii  back  tu'n,  you  gone,  yon  in  de  ground,  de  berry 
•dnle  you  bte  carry  in  you'  arms,  he  io'git  all  'bout  you )" 

**  But  I  didn^  f>igei  you,  mauma !  As  soon  as  I  saw  you 
ihifly,  I  knew  you;  and  I  only  wonder  I  didn't  know  you  by 
yenrvoice.'* 

••  It^  de  teet',  my  (Me  \    Detect*  gone !    De  old  snag  drop 
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OQty-^-de  berry  las*  ob  'em  drop  out  de  begbmoig'  ob  dis  wiatex. 
Naty  one  [never  a  one]  leff  neir  Jftvr  me  ohaw  'pea.  AL I  de  ok 
voman  it  a-gwine  fa^;  mj  eUie.-  Ifb  de  prelicUar  bleaaing  db 
de  Lawd  dat  I  leff  for  aee  jovl  pk  bade  to  yoa'  own  borne  and 
peo|de*    De  Lawd  be  praiae  for  all  be  mnanes  t" ' 

'*  Well,  mauma,  I'm  truly  happy  to  see  yon  once  raese  aHve 
It  reminds  me  so  mncb  of  everything-— of  my  modier-^of -the 
old  wagon— of  tbe  little  bay  pomes,  and  die  rides  we  bad  to- 
gether down  to  unole  SSck^a^  Why,  bow  eonld  you  tliiiik»  Sitppbo, 
that  I  sboold  ever  lorget  yiw  ?*^ 

**  It's  de  way  ob  de  worl'»  my  efalb  t  an'  I  was  afear'd  del 
when  you  git  ont  in  de  woil'  £air,  ab'  see  de  people^  an'  git  mix 
up  wid  de  sodgero,  you  woald  sham^  for  'tink  'boot  poear  elewto- 
oian,  da's  a  mgger^  too/' 

"Never,  Sseppho  I  I  hare  thought  of  you  a  thousand  times, 
a»d  I'm  more  glad  to  se^  you  now,  still  Hving ,  and  still  Mh  to 
see  and  to  speidt,  iban  I  diotild  be  at  meeting  with  the  best 
white  friend  •  I  have.  But,  Sappho,  yen  nmst  tell  me  about  eviery- 
tiling.  I  waot  te  knew  how  yen  eoeaped  in  the  gteeral  sack  and 
eonfbsimi.  When  I  sent  T<mi  oat  here  once  to  see  bbw  things 
went  on,  he  could  find  nothing  of  you,  and  hear  slothing.  He 
ot^y  gathered  that  the  Beitidi  and  teries  had  been  here,  h$A 
gutted  the  plantation  and  carried  off  all  tbe  people.  You  were 
believed  to  be  dead,  Sap|»boy  and  tb9u|^h  not  much  ^iv^n  to 
weeping,  I  shed  some  tears  for  you,  nuMtma.  You  may  bdieve 
me»^M  weman^  fbr  I  remembereid  you  not  onlj^  for  yoorsdf,  bit 
fiftr  ethets  who  were  very  pnecions  to  me." 

• "  £nty  I  bUebli  you,  my  chHe*  li  do  4e  ole  wonaa  beav^ 
good  to  Uieb  you.  I  kfiows  yoti  gH  a  good  -heat%»  yourse'f^  my 
ebile»  and  doughy  I  knows,  yoU  lub  BJSlch  better  to  laugh  dan  to 
cry,  I  knows  too  you  kin  cry  when  dare's  'casion  fbr  St.  Stt» 
yerry  [hear  ye]  my  chile.  I  gwine  tell  yon  all  about  wba^  bap- 
pen  sence  you  bin  gona''  •  ' 

And  the  M  woman  smoothed  her  garments  in  &ont,  laid  her 
hands  crosswise  on  her  lap,  then  begbning  a  regular  awingk^, 
or  soe-saw  motion  of  the  body,  to  and  fro,  proceeded  with  a  long 
and  somewhat  tedious,  but  elear  and  intelli^ble  account  of  plan* 
tation  affairs  up  to  the  moment  when  the  negroes  were  dispewed 
or  carried  off  by  the  enemy.    We  will  not  afiict  the  reader  with 
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AH  narratioii.  But  preserve  (mfy  siiefc  portkym  of  ft  as  p«rticii^ 
Isriyittireftedtlmattetiiioirof  SergiBitiit  Millhotuie.  As  1m  standi 
somewiimt  hi  the  relation  of  a  thitd  party,  it  is  posmMe  that  ^\M 
hnpreeaed  his  regards,  irill  not  be  unworthy  of  the  attention  of 
other  persons,  the  more  particnlarly,  indeed,  as  the  matter  was 
of  some  importance  to  the  pecuniary  afFairs  of  Captain  Porgy. 

"  Boon  as  I  yerry,  my  chile,  dat  de  red  coats  bin  *pon  €Kllon 
place,  an'  bin  carry  off  de  people,  dat  beny  time  I  scare.  Deik 
I  say  to  meself^vwha'  fbr  bender  'em  come  yer,  an*  carry  o# 
we  people  too  f  Je^  I  bin  tink  dat  ting,  I  begin  gedder  [gather] 
np  fbr  de  swamp.  Pot,  kettle,  pan ;  I  tie  'em  up  in  de  blanket. 
I  say  to  Cftsar— boy,  clap  'em  on  yon  back;  deu  I  say  to 
Ohalot,  my  biggelst  dator ; — he  marry  Gromaonty  Ben,  my  chfte, 
you  'member — " 

"Yes!  yesr 

**  Well,  I  say  to  him,  pick  np  yon  tings.  Do  like  yon  see  me 
do.  I  tell  de  same  ting  to  Betty,  my  second  dater.  He  bin 
many  Eli,  ydti' •member." 

Tes!  yes!?' 

**  He  hab  he  fonr  chOlen  [children]  tree  gaU  chile  an'  one  boy ; 
Ohalot  only  hab  two  chfllen ;  he  loss  two  wid  'fection  ob  de 
bowels; — well,  I  say  to  Betty,  pick  np  yon  ehillen  and  dngs, 
drile,  we  hab  ibr  hide,  I  see.  -  An'  I  make  him  go  right  off  to 
be  hnsban'  wha'  bin  a-work  d<Twn  in  de  big  pine  fiel',  and  -toil 
'em  for  drop  he  hoe,  and  pnll  foot  &  way.  My  t'ird  da'ter, 
OInda  [Locinda],  yon  'member,  I  'tir  him  up  too  and  make  'em 
gedder  up  he  ehillen.  He  hab  tree,  but  he  husband  ihnA  dts 
two  yisar.  Den  we  tell  Edisto  Jenny,  and  seal*  arm  Sally,  and 
laeile  Jikpe^— 'de  boy  wha'  hab  de  bow  leg,  you  ^member,  and 
be  two  s^r«— ftll  db  'em  hab  bow  leg — we  tell  'em  wha's  de 
trouble  coming— -an'  we  would  ha'  bin  tell  all  our  pcibple,  but, 
you  see,  day  [they]  was  scatter,  some  in  de  eowpon  ieV,  some 
in  de  long  tater  [potato]  fiel',  wha'  jine  'pon  Miss  Ebleigfc ;  soaie 
one  way,  some  tudder  [t'other]  an'  dere's  [there's]  no  time  for 
loss,  an'  we  kaint  see  dem.  So  we  people  start  by  our  own  se'f 
fseWes],  aie,  an*  my  tree  da'ters,  Oba'lot,  and  Betty,  and  Oinda^ 
wid  ray  giwi'  ehillen,  Lis  and  Mart'e,  Cha'lot  chHe ;  an'  Bob, 
an'  Saehe^  nn'  OlMigh,  Betty  ehSlen;  am'  Scip,  an'  Andra,  an' 
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Hany,Giada  ohUleni  4eai'4  att  my  guiecatiQQS^ha*  lUrLcarrj. 
ki  d0  swamp;  bai  GwDoanXf  Qei^  Glm'Iot!  Imabaii',  ai^!  HUi 
Betty  httsban' — day  gone  wid  vm  toorand  ibor  uddei  women^ 
Edisto  Jeimyt  an'  Boal*  arm  3&Uy,  an'  Sukey  and  Fubbj,  aiMfintti; 
of  Jape — and  Jape  bese'f— *all  ob  dem  wid  de  bow  legf — all 
ob  dem  gone  wid  as — an'  dem'g  all  the  ginecations  ob  de  cbiUea 
ob  Adam*  my  chile,  dat  ^t  off  wid  os  lA  da  swapap^  when  we 
yerty  da  red  coots  is  arooming^  An'  we  carry  ebbty  ting  v«^ 
kin  lay  has^  'pon»,aA'  cany  'em  safe  tjx^  eiM3y-*-depot  an'  de 
ftm,  anf  de  hkuiketrivi'  da  ck'es,  m'.def  |a?,  an'  de  l^itchi^ 
an*  de  knife**- wha'  ebben  tin^  we  kin  piclf  ap  in.de  liunyt  we 
carry  dem  off  w«d  as  clean.  An',  time  for  us.  do  «e«  my  chilo^ 
Uxt  when  we  peep  oat  de  awamp,  de  whole  njgger  qoavtisr  itk 
bu'n,  an'  wha'  ebber  dem  adder  people  bin  leff  dere,  ha  ba'n.  ta 
cinders  an'  ashes  'for  yon  kin  say  free  prayer  to  de  Lawd  for 
att  he  ma«8iea«'' 

Th&  sergeant  had  shown,  hiojiedf  veiy  j^iestless  dmipgall  this 
narration.  He  shifted  his  position  from  side  to4(k  of  the  man- 
tlepiece ;  crossed  over;  now  stood  behind  the  captain;  now  be- 
side the  old  woman,,  and,  at  nxomentPr  had.  bis  eye^  and  band 
Uftod  up  as  if  in  naeditation ;  or,  aa.the  fing^rp  of  hia  one^  hand 
weve  crooked  and  alev^ated.saieces6lveiy»it,mlgVt  bein.comppt«* 
tiooL  When  the  old  lady  had  reached  what;  seemed  a  natntal 
paose  in  her  relation,  the  sergeant,  as  if  anaUe  te  contain  liim-* 
self,  cried  oat,  oyer  Fergy 's  sheulders  «— 

**  Why,  old  lady,  yoa  dont  mean  to  say  that  you've  got  aU 
diese  niggexB  in  the  swamp  naw  t" 

«'  De  Lawd  bei  pra]fie,.sah,daf 's  all  libUi]^.  fJUi^ogd*  'cf^^litt^e 
Jiq>e,  de  bowtleg,  wba'ydead  by  break  he  iieck,;.  he  £e41  ^fqoi 
tree  be  bin  cUB^b  one  nig^t  liar  oatoii;  possum*,  and  i>eU>er  kick 
alter  be  touch  de  'aktb." 

"AH  living  but  leetle  Jupe  i"  quoth  the  sttrgeant»  lifting  his 
snrviviBg  hand,  and  separately!  displaying  the  fingers  sundry 
timea'  befi»re  his  own  eyeSf  mattering  all  the  while  the  tala  to 
himself,  with  eager  rapidity. 

"  £f  that's  the  ease,  ole  woman,  'cording  te  my  coiiAt,  you.*  ve 
got*  in  the  .swamp,  not  counting  yoo,  Jest  efghf^^ea  piggeva. 
Tfaece^e  yaw  de'^ter  Chadet^  and.  h^  twe  child?feii«*Hl|iat*tt 
three — her  husband  makes  four;  Betty  and  her  husband,  and 
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c1iiUien»  tlMfs  «c  ia^  ton ;  dwtt  OMa,  her  ^hxm  chiln 
dvBn  and  lier  nns wuid— '* 

«« (^da  fMsUoi'  dead;  aah !" 

'^Ab!  jm!  ibftt'aitaM;  vdl»  On^la^id.lMr^tAutte  children, 
milking  fdv*  pst  to  A%  other  rtctt,  k  Ibwrt^eB,  hj  $11  i^^maUi 
then  theve^rtinml  elBer^omen»  (thalHtf  «aeteaflw««d  Kro  bofiF«lJag|^Ml 
gttb,  IB  eigltteen!  Bi^bteen  mggetv  Imd  Unoat  af  ^om  voHiea! 
And  yon  mean  to  aay*  old  lady,  Ifaat  iall  ftlie«e  people  fti«  Je>i 
BOW  in^the  flFwamp  A^bidmg^" 

^  Ab  ^e  Lord'is  vniaBifiil  to  me,  sab,  day's  aJl  deie,  'eeptiJupa^ 
aa  I  -bin  ieti  70a,  wba'  bre'k.  ]to  toeek,  by  &U  from  de  tvee  whe^ 
be  bnnt  possum  T  * 

*<  Jinrini !  ^that's  gteat  ittteUi^nce,  «appin.  And  bow/many 
of  .tbeie  is  growii  siggers,  Md'lady^'^bow  maiiy  of  'em  g;ood  to 
ti&e  op  Ae  Ide ilow,  lukd-^** 

^Ho  matter,  aetfeant^"  said  Ciiptain  Pprgy,  who  bad  been 
sitting  Plenty  frither  Mdp  indeeiUMenhig  to'  bis  anoieni  tnirs^^***- 
"  there  are  other  more  necessary  questions — 

"'Sappho,  have  these  psople  aiif  elothingt  Your  imn  gar- 
ments, manma,  are  thin  enough." 

'^Ah!  ray  lobtle,  we  bin  -aee  berry  hard  times;  de  eloding 
[clothing]  is  moss  in  rag ;  an'  we  try  for  f)&eep  vaxm  by  d6  fiie ; 
am'  twm  anuk-ftefl  BO<waU>  la^  qon;  aa^  whan  CironMity  Ben  icpme 
into  de  swamp  last  night  an'  say  io  .m%  ^  Etfaminy,  fdcere'a  a  avic^e 
coining  out  ab  matvsa  bausBiariadawB;  I  wander  (who  diay  in 
onausaa  Jio^umI^'-t^I  my  da  La^  be  praiae  ef  ru^  ahile  is  tome 
home^i^tgii  <hia;pe<^e.Qlo'eaaBd  blanket.'  Deo  day  aH  'grae 
dat  I  must  come  out  and  see ;  dey  all  'fear'd  iferoos^Oi  |i»r  feair 
de  tories  an'  de  red-coats  grab  'em.  Day  know  dfft  day  nehber 
'g^iii^  aaify  off  {poor  4i<ir^1eia  eUAww^n  like  Sappho.  So  I 
come,  maussa,  an'  dis  de  trute  ob  all  ^my  ^inmitioa's  {in  die 


^Jiaony i  eapfainl  Sat  that  afakes  the  force  quite  €»^)ecta- 
.ble.  We^  da  fiat  weU  be  a*a«aBting  more  hoes  and  axes, 
more  supplies ;  you  must  make  a  bigger  list,  cappin ;  we  mnat 
jBafce  A  main  £aa  ^n  tins  year,  m  spite  4>f  sareaiBfltaiiees." 

And  tiietsaigeauMitrodB  Ihevoom  io  and  &o;  his  csia  haad 
waving  at  intervahf  Irts  fiagats  stiill. croaking  and  esteadiag  in 
ttaaaaionalvaoeipiilaliaw;  tad  his  form  rialnf  op  itoto  anOBual 
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erectneos,  wtukt  llioiigli  walldng  in  hk  stoddngs  only,  he  made 
the  floor  qniyer  with  the  flolemnitj  of  his  ^read. '  The  old  woman 
had  more  to  say,  and  Porgy  more  to  a^,  bnt,  the  nlerraptions 
of  the  sergeant  irere  too  Credent  to  Mfikr  other  parties  much 
liberty,  and  these  interraptiowi  were  the  more  ^qnevt  and  more 
Impatient  As  MUlhoiise  faiMded  that  Porgy  deak  in  miieh  reiy 
inrelevant  matter.  The  latter,  accordingly,  pnt  a  very  sodden 
close  to  all  further  talk  that  night,  by  saying  :-^ 

'*  Well,  old  lady,  it's  time  now  that  we' should  sleep.  We  are 
very  weary,  and  you,  at  your  time  of  life,  mnst  not  sit  up  too  late. 
Let  me  give  you  somethhig  to  make  yon  strong.  Sergeant,  we 
mnst  take  a  sup  of  Jamaica,  with  my  old  nurse." 

**  Won't  I,  cappin  I  She's  a  seni^le  old  woman,  and  I  Kke 
her.  The  way  die  dodged  tiiem  tories  and  red^coots,  and  saved 
them  niggers  for  us,  is  desarving  of  a  drink.  And  I  to<^  yon  for 
a  ghost,  old  lady,  would  yon  belieye  it,  and  ef  yon  hadn't  a-hug- 
ged  and  kissed  so  close,  I'd  mout  be  ha*  believed  it  to  the  very 
last." 

*'  'Scuse  me,  sah ;  but  I  fought  it  was  my  own  chile,  all  de 
time." 

"  Oh !  you're  'scusable  enough,  itnder  the  sarcumstances.  But 
let's  have  the  drink  all  round." 

The  Jamaica  was  broached,  and  the  cup  whichPorgy  poured 
out  he  handed  to  the  old  woman. 

*  Drink  that,  Sappho,  itil  help  to  strengthen  your  old  limba*' 

"  T'ank  yon,  my  chae.  The  Liwd  is  good.  Ood  bress  yon 
for  ebher,  a  t'ousand  times,  my  son !  may  you  liebbev  see'  trouble 
kk  de  house  agin !"        ' 

And  she  drank. 

''Ha!  it  makes  me  feel  warm  to  de  heart  It*«  a  good  physio 
for  ole  people,  my  chfle.^' 

"  And  for  young  ones  too,  old  lady,"  quoth  Millhouse,  empty- 
ing the  cup  at  a  swallow.  Pbrgy  drank,  then  giving  Sappho  a 
blanket,  he  conducted  her  into  the  shed  room  which  had  been 
asrigned  to  Tom. 

**  Here»  mauma,  you  will  deep  to-night.  To-morrow  we'll  sea 
what's  to  be  done  for  the  people  in  the  swamp.  lie  dawn  Aon; 
eld  lady,  and  tike  your  sleep.    ek>od  n^t'^ 

When  the  eaptain  retuitaed  to  the  haD,  the  setgeant  < 

hifl  Arm... 
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'•By  the  powers,  cappin,  lack's  with  us.  We'll  do.  We 
hATe  a  force  now  that  begms  to  tell^-twentj-fire  niggers,  and 
all,  I  reckon,  aUe  to  lioe  a  task.'* 

**  Let  vm  tAe^p  now,  sergeant  I"  said  Porgy. 

**  Sleep !  May  I  be  mj^iashed  nnconvaitibly  fbr  ever,  ef  I 
shall  be  able  to  shut  an  eye  to-B%bt.  1*11  have  to  Ihhik  over 
ererytlmig  what's  to  be  done  with  these  other  niggers." 

^  As  yon  please,  sergeant ;  bnt  yon  will  snfier  me  to  sleep  if 
yon  please."  And  Porgy  disappeared.  MiUbonse  threw  hini' 
self  down  by  the  Sre — 

**  Sicb  a  man !  he's  got  no  more  ambition  than  a  dirt-eater 
with  agy  [ague]  on  him.  He  kaint  even  shake,  he's  so  wanting 
in  the  proper  sperrit !" 

Let  us  drop  the  curtain  for  the  present. 


OHAPTEB    XLV. 

THE  SKKUKANT  IN  A  MAZE. — HE  RETORTS  UPON  THE  GHOST. 

SoMRTiME  after  midnight,  Lance  Frampton  and  his  sooty 
companions  returned  ttaaok  tiieir  nocturnal  hunt. .  They  had  been 
tolerably  successful,  having  bagged  three  possums  and  a  coon. 
Hie  dog  had  proved  his  merits,  having  had  a  severe  %ht  with 
the  coon,  who  was  a  well-grown  tnonster,  and  gave  in  only  after 
a  long  contest ;  yidding  without  a  cry — to  the  great  disappoint- 
ment of  Pompey,  who  was  particularly  anidous  to  extort  this 
sort  of  acknowledgment  ftom  the  victim.  Frampton  soon  fbld- 
ed  himself  up  fbr  sleep  in  his  blankets,  not  dlsturbmg  MiHhonse, 
who  slept  soundly  in  spite  of  his  own  convictions  to  the  contrary. 
He  muttered  and  turned  in  his  sleep,  evidently  dreaming  earn- 
estly; Frampton  being  able  to  distinguish  a  few  broken  sen- 
tences, in  which  the  sergeant  seemed  to  be  still  busy  in  a  difB  • 
cult  but  interesting  arithmetic — 

'*Eighte43n  and  seven — twenty-five; — seven  women — no, 
nine — and — two — and  the  boys—*  and — ^boo! — boo! — boo  I — '' 

The  speech  was  swallowed  in  the  snore.  Our  friend  Tom, 
the  cook,  acconlpanied  by  Pomp,  was  somewhat  surprised  to*  find 
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bis  cbamber  partly  occupied,  and  hy  a  woman;  but  Sappho 
awakened  at  km  entry-^— indeed,  the  old  woman  had  tcascdy 
slept — age  nerer  sleeps  very  soundly — and  rfie  made  herseU 
known  to  him  in  few  words»  and  floon  pat  him  m  ]^088easiqn  of 
dH  the  hisioxy  aa  it  it  ahneady  known  tans.  This  in»  dt^iein  low 
tones  BO  as  not  to  diltnrh  the  household,  tovo^  was  aoon  as 
oblivious  of  the  outer  world  as  a  stone,  and  Tom  finally  en- 
treated  the  ancient  lady  to  forbear  aU  further  revelations  foi*  the 
n^lit. 

'*  Kaise,  you  sees,  aunt  Sappho,  dis  *ere  boy.  you  hiunble  sar* 
bant,  he's  a-molt  breek  down  wid  tixe.  £f  you  bin  know  all 
wha'  he  bin  do  to-day«  and  dis  'ere  coon  bunt  to-night,  you 
gwine  say  youse'f,  de  chOe  better  hab  he  sleeps.  I  glad  for  see 
you,  aunt  Sappho,  berry  much  ^d  for  see  you ;  kaise  you  bin 
ole  fellow  sarbant  wid  me,  and  I  bin  yer  you  bin  dead.  But 
you  aint  dead,  I  see.  and  I  hopes  berry  mudi  you  aint  gwine  for 
dead,  long  time,  and  so,  aunt  Sappho,  as  I  bin  said — a-ye-ho-he- 
yo  he-me,  ya-ya-ya !"  (yawning  with  open  jaws,  wide  as  those 
of  the  great  cave  of  Kentucky) ;  *'  I  must  hab  some  sleeps  now  I 
and  de  Lord  breas  you,  aunt  Sappho — an'  I'll  tank  you  to  shot 
up  now !" 

«i  rp^t  j^^  sleeps,  my  son;  I  sees  you  wants  'em.  I  terra 
{tell-a]  yo^  ehbry  t'ing  nu4der  time.  Yopi  kin  .sleep  now,  I 
done  I" 

*'Da's  a,goed  aunty  I  nndder  time  will  do !"  And  Tom  soon 
followed  the  example  of  Pompey,  and  save  for  an  occasional 
growl  firom  Frampton's  dog,  and  a  more  regular  succession  of 
noises,  scarcely  so  pleasant^  firom  sundry  nasal  eminences  grow- 
ing upright  in  several  parts  of  the  household,  all  would  have 
been  entirely  quiet  There  was  no  fiirther  disturbance  during 
the  night. 

Blight  and  eady,  Sergeant  Millhouse  was  afoot  His  dream- 
ing and  waking  thoughts  had  greatly  contributed  to  his  power 
and  importanoe.  He  scarcely  gave  himself  time  to  get  his 
clothes  on,  before  he  presented  himself  at  the  entrance  of  the 
little  shed  room  to  which  Sappho  had  been  consigned. 

'*  Hello  I  old  hidy — Sapphy,  in  there — come  out,  and  let's 
haiw  a  good  look  at  you  by  daylight." 

There  was  no  answer.    He  repeated  the  summons.    It  waa 
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'^ImposdUei  sergeant" 
"  And  she  wanit  in  yonr  room  last  nirfit  V* 
''Notthatlknairof." 

-  Lord  help  me,  ef  I  Bh«iH  go  crnsy  i    And  I  w«mt  ia  your 
room  last  night  V  ^ 

"It  may  be  that  you  were.     You  know  best.    If  you  were,  It 
was  while  I  slept" 

1 1  "  f  ?l'  ^^.  *^  ^''^'^'  "^^^^  ^^  """^  wide-awake  as  a 
black  iiBh ;  and  when  the  talk  was  over,  we  all  kirn  out,  and 
swallowed  a  httle  Jamaiky  by  way  of  medicine.  And  we  Hhx 
the  old  nigger  a  eup  fbr  the  good  news  she  brought,  and  then 
you  gm  her  a  blanket,  and  you  shewed  her  y^rself  whar  to  sleet) 
m  lorn  s  room,  and  thar  we  left  her."  y^ 

"  This  is  a  strange  delusion  of  youw,  sergeant  Bu>-*lBhe'» 
go  to  die  room  and  find  her  there,  if  you  s^^oiMdUld,  I'm  a- 
diere  to  sleep  ?"  ..crttooi^ts,  by  reason  that 

"  Lord  save  me,  but  you  put  h^^^' 

'^A.W^^b  a^l»Wbii»cbii6k]e  at  Us  own  wit,  the  sergeant  as* 
emided  tO' the  captaht's  dNMnber  and  broke  in  without  ceremony. 
P^^  was  already  up  and  at  tflie  window  shaving.  Be  had 
been  np  for  siitae  thne,  had  heaoil  the  sergaant's  inqumes  bebw» 
and  knowing  fhoroughly  the  aort  of  patwm  with  whom  he  deah, 
eould  very  wittt  nnderstatd  the  motive  of  his  anxiety.  Porgy 
Imd  seen  old  8s^phe^  aibeady  that  mondng,  ami  spoken  with  her 
at  the  window.  The  old  woman,  wiA  bar  blanket  around  hex 
Vy  wayof  aiisiofAr^  waa-alraadymDving'off  to  join,Atid  make  her 
repert  t0>h<^'"gineimticm8*'  in  the  swmmp.  She  hod  bnt  few 
imda-wMi  Iver^fQKter  cbBd^^lbr  soeh  Poigy  bad  h«en«-^and 
t^ey  w«<re  Meh  a»  lAie  -raadet  eau  readily  ceneeive  item  what 
has  been  stniwxi'  ahniU^.  As  thettergeant  tiMmdered  up  the 
aCapa  and  entered  the  pinna;  aim' captain  of  paiiisani  reAdily 
conjectured  that  the  next  vhat  of  MOlkonie  would  be  to  hinueifi 
He  prepared  to  disqukfc  him. 

*'  Hello  !  cappin ;  would  you  think  it,  that  old  sUiljrton  of  a 
woman's  off  a'roady  V* 

"  What  woman  do  yon  roean^  IfiUhonse  V* 
*' What  weman !     Why  old  Sapphy^  to  be^  sure,  that  I  tuk  for 
a  ghost — that  eome  in  upon  me  last  night,  and  gin  me  soek  a 
linggin',  and  a4ri8sin\  and  all  on  your  aocomit'* 
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**  I  realty  donH  knom  wkat  jron'm  lalkn^  lAoQt,  sergeant."    , 

**  Don't  know  what  I*m  a-talking  abaot !"  qw>tb  HiUhense,  ia 
amazement  ^-'^  Don't  know,  cappin  1  Why,  Lord  love  you,  the 
old  woman,  yonr  nnas,  that  calls  yon  her  diild,  that  hogged  and 
kissed  hoth  of  ns  till  we  was  a-most  ehoked  and  amodiered — the 
one  that's  got  the  niggers  in  the  swamj^,  sty^n  gin^ations  and 
more,  making  in  all  eighteen  good  hoe  hands.  Lord  save  ns, 
how  kin  yon  foi^t  sieh  a  matter  I" 

**  Forget !  How  thonld  I  remember  a  matter  which  I  nerer 
heard  of  before.    Yon're  certainly  dreaming,  iieigeant" 

" Dreaming,  cappin!  £f  I  thooght  «h  Td  be  mighty  apt  to 
bnst  my  brains  out  agin  the  fireplace ;  b«t  you're  a-jok^ig  only, 
jjs^inly,  yon  kaint  forgit  the  skin-dried  old  skillyton  of  a  woman 
that  st^pM''^  bero  last  night ;  and  we  kim  [came]  into  your  room, 
both  on  us  ;>Mld^2l^  ^^  a-setl^  thar,  jeat  on  the  edge  of  tbe 
b'anket,  and  she  was  Uniting  thar  jest  on  t'other  edge;  and  I 
stood  up  thar  jest  agin  the  B^^fl?ce j  and  how  she  tdd  ns  of 
her  gitting  away  from  die  red-eoats  and  the  todd^p^  M^  ^^ 
three  da'ters— -I  'member  all  their  names  perfectly ;  there  waa 
Charlotte,  and  Betty,  and  Oinda — I  kaint  forget — and  Char 
lotte  had  two  children,  and  Betty  fiMiivand  Ginda  three»  and  two 
on  'em  had  husbands  living,  though  I  kahU  be  saiftam  which,  all 
on  'em  in  the  swamp,  and  there  wtere  two  bowJegged  gals,  and 
there  was  a  bow-legged  boy,  and  his  nMne  was  Jope^^and,  yo« 
kaint  forgit  that  1  Jnpe  fell  £rom  a  tree,  dimbing  a'ter  ooon» 
and  jest  broke  his  neck  outright ;  and  there  wns  Mber  niggms» 
making  ei^^teen  m  all,  net  counting  dd  ddllyton  finpphy  her- 
self; I  eennted  'em  all  up  last  night,  and  rwged  'Hi  off  fo« 
working,  aoeo  as  they  c<Mne  w,  so  £yr  as  I  c<«1d,  not  having  seed 
any  on  'em.    Ten  mutt  'member  all  that  BMitteiv  cat>pin." 

"NotaeyUaUel  It's  idl  news  to  me^  sergeant  I"  AndPergy 
gased  on  him  with  a  well-a£F^ted  amaeement  of  stare  that  pr^ 
yoked  the  most  natural  consternation  in  the  world  in  the  foatnrea 
of  the  other. 

"  The  d — ^1  you  ^y !  But,  Lord,  cappin,  you  kaint  be  fbrgit- 
tiog  your  own  ole  nuss»  Bapphy." 

**  I  never  to  my  knowledge,  Millhouae,  bad  a  nurse  with  sncb 
a  name,  which  seems  to  be  that  of  a  beath^a  goddess." 

**  Heathen  h-ll !  cappin ;  she  set  thar,  I  teD  jron." 
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'^Impofliiblei  sergexnt" 

**  And  die  wanrt  in  yonr  toom  last  night  V* 

**  Not  that  I  knoir  of." 

**  Lord  help  me,  ef  I  shan't  go  cmsy  $  An«t  I  wamC  in  jdnr 
room  lust  night  T' 

**  It  may  be  that  you  were.  You  know  best.  If  you  were,  It 
was  while  I  slept." 

"  Slept !  By  the  powen*  cappin,  you  wab  wide-awake  as  a 
black  iinh ;  and  when  the  talk  was  over,  we  all  kirn  out,  and 
swallowed  a  little  Jamaiky  by  way  of  medicine.  And  we  gin 
the  old  nigger  a  enp  for  the  good  news  she  brought,  and  then 
you  gin  her  a  blanket,  and  you  showed  her  yourself  whar  to  sleep 
in  Tom's  room,  and  thar  we  left  her." 

*'  Thb  is  a  strange  ddhfsion  of  youra,  sergeant.  But  why  not 
go  to  the  room  and  fboA  her  there,  if  yon  saiy  yoii  saw  her  go 
there  to  sleep  ?" 

"  Lord  save  me,  but  you  put  her  thar  yourself." 

**  There  you  are  mistaken  !  But,  if  sueh  is  your  notion,  go 
and  seek  her  there." 

**I've  been  thar,  and  e^e's  not  thar!"  cried  the  sergeant,  in 
a  state  of  approaching  perspiration. 

"  I  tfionght  so  f "  muttered  the  captain  of  partisans,  hi  subdued 
toaes,  but  sufficiently  loud  to*be  heard,  and  he  touched  his  head 
significantly—^ 

**  Minhonse,  your  suppers  are  too  heavy.  I  would  counsel 
yon  agohiBt  much  meat  at  night.  A  single  bit  of  that  broiled 
ham — the  slices  thin — is  quite  enough  for  any  decent  white  man. 
And  in  eating  ycmr  hoe-cake,  take  my  counsel  to  reject  the  soft- 
er parts ;  confine  youi-seif  entirely  to  the  ei4sp  portions,  the  crust. 
Besides,  cofifee  is  a  wonderful  stimulant  of  the  brain.  Don't  go 
over  a  pint  hereafter  at  night ;  and,  perhaps,  it  will  be  well  to 
deny  yotuself  the  freedom  of  the  Jamaicti  after  a  cert^  hour. 
Bay,  a  single  glass  after  smoking  your  last  pipe,  and  then  to 
sleep.  Believe  me,  my  good  fellow,  by  observing  these  simple 
forbearances,  yon  will  escape  the  visitation  of  the  nightmare. 
She  has  evidently  given  you  a  fearful  hug  last  night.*' 

•*Twaf  tlie^  rfdlfyton  nigger,  I  tell  ytm — 'twas  Sapptiy, 
jrour  nnss,  and  not  any  nightmar*.  Lord,  cappin,  ef  you  wouldn't 
drire  aoe  'straeted,  donH  yen  go  on  so.    Wamt  that  old  nigger 

i4# 
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here,  that  nuss  of  yoom,  as  skinny  as  a  dry  peftch-skiii*—  all 
skin  and  bone — wamt  she  setting  tbar  for  a  good  hour,  a-telling 
us  of  her  Sa'ters  in  tlie  swamp,  and  their  children,  and  then*  hus- 
bands, and  of  the  boy  Jupe,  that  broke  his  neck  a'ter  the  coon, 
wai  them  two  bow-legged  gals,  his  sisters.  Now,  jest  be  sensi- 
ble, cappin,  and  tell  all  about  it,  as  I  seed  and  heard  it  my  own 
self." 

"  I  can  tell  you  notlimg  more,  sergeant.  You've  cert^nly  had 
a  very  lively  dream  last  night,  which  I  should  gpreatly  like  to 
see  realized." 

**  A  dream !  Lord  i  Loi*d  I  I  shill  go  crasy  and  outright  re- 
stracted !     And  you  hadn't  a  nuss  named  Sapphy  1" 

«*  Never !" 

*«  Oh !  Lord,  what  shall  I  be  thinkinig  !'* 

"  Don't  eat  so  much  at  night  again,  sergeant." 

"  It  kaint  be  a  dream  ! — " 

**  Leave  off  the  coffoe  in  particular!" 

*'  I  swow  1  it  wamt  no  dream !" 

"  One  drink  only  of  Jamaica,  after  your  last  pipe." 

'*  £f  'twas  a  dream  it  was  as  much  like  the  va$X  and  living  life 
as  I  ever  seed  it." 

**  That's  always  the  case  with  [feasant  dreasiis,  sergeant ;  but 
they  always  lead  to  disappointment.  What  a  glorious  crop  you 
could  make  if  your  dream  of  those  eighteen  negroes  were  true  ?" 

"  Lord,  yes !  and  I  had  jest  set  my  heart  on  heating  Fordham 
out  of  sight  But  O I  stairs,  cappin,  it  ought  to  be  true  and  it 
must  be  true." 

Just  then  Tom  was  heard  below,  calling  to  Pomp. 

**  Thar's  Tom !  He  must  ha'  seed  her  ef  she  was  thar.  I'll 
ax  him." 

'*  Do  so^"  says  Porgy,  *'  and  saUsfy  yourself.  It  will  do  yon 
some  good  and  make  you  less  certain  of  your  dreams  hereafter." 

Millhouse  sallied  out,  and  Porgy  diurting  to  the  vrindow,  caught 
the  eye  of  Tom,  ascending  the  stairs  to  the  piaxza,  and  motioned 
with  his  hands  to  him.  At  that  moment  Millhouse  from  the  ball 
cried  out  to  him — 

**  Look  you,  Tom,  where's  the  old  nigger-woBMui  what  slept 
ija  your  room  last  night  ?" 

Pofgy  shook  liis  head  negatively  to  the  cook.  Tom  waa  qiuck 
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to  conceive,  and  knew  tboroughly  the  1fAbit4i  of  tbe  captain  of 
partisans,  as  a  practical  joker.  He  immediately  conjectured  what 
was  required  of  him,  and  his  answer  was  as  prompt  as  if  dicta- 
ted by  the  very  mother  of  the  tntth. 

"  Wha*  womans  yon  talk  'bout,  mass  Millh'ns  ?  I  afnt  see  nary 
old  nor  young  woman  'pon  dis  place  1" 

"The  h-H  you  aint!  The  Lord  be  marcifnl  to  my  poor 
senses."  ' 

"  Something  seem  for  trouble  yon,  mass  Millh^is ;  may  be  you 
is  berry  much  hungry  for  you  breakus." 

**D^n  the  breakfust !  Oh !  thar's  Pomp !  I  recken  he  must 
ha'  seed  the  old  woman." 

Pomp  was  beginning  to  ascend  the  steps  leading  to  the  back 
piazza,  at  the  head  of  which  Tom  stood.  Tom  replied  for  Pomp, 
in  tones  loud  enough  for  the  other  to  hear. 

•*  Wha',  Pomp !  How  kin  he  see  ole  woman  in  my  room,  ef 
roe,  Tom,  no  bin  see 'era?  Heh  !  Pomp?  Speak,  boy, — you 
no  bin  see  no  ole  woman  in  de  room  whay  we  sleeps  las'  night?" 

Tom*8  tone,  and  the  fierce  scowl  which  he  put  on  while  speak- 
ing to  the  boy,  effectually  taught  the  latter  what  soi*t  of  answer 
was  required  from  him,  and  he  responded  vrithout  hesitation — 

"  Nebber  see  ole  woman  in  de  room,  uncle  Tom." 

"  Da's  wha*  I  say,  mass  Millh'us.  You  mnss  ha'  bin  dream 
'bout  dat  old  woman," 

•*  Dream !  Lord !  Lord !  and  here  am  I  a  loser  of  eighteen 
niggers,  fns'  rate  fiel'  hands,  and  nobody  seems  to  care  about  it. 
Lord  ha'  marcy  upon  you,  cappin !"  returning,  as  he  spoke,  to 
Porgy's  room — "but  you  don't  seem  as  ef  you  had  any  feeling 
for  your  own  losses.  Now,  I  'member-^ ef  'twas  a  dream  I  had 
of  that  skilly  ton  nigger  wench, — I  thought  it  mighty  strange  you 
show'd  so  little  consam  when  I  told  you  about  putting  the 
eighteen  niggers  to  work,  and  what  they'd  hev'  to  do.  I  thought 
it  mighty  onnatural,  of  you  last  night ;  but  I  feel  its  mighty  on- 
natural,  now,  as  it  looks  to  me  this  morning.  Eighteen  able 
bodied  niggers  gone,  as  I  may  say,  in  the  snapping  of  a  finger. 
I  docs  feci  so  mean.  Tom,  old  felluw,  do  let's  have  breakfos*" 
mighty  soon.  We  are  gwine  to  see  Mrs.  Eb'leigh  to-day,  and 
must  fix  up  for  it.  Lord!  Lord!  ef  I  cottld  only  ha'  told  her 
'bout  them  eighteen  niggers  >ut  of  the  swamp,  added  on  to  tho 
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poor  seveu  we've  got  new !  How  could  I  hn*  dreamed  /i  thing 
so  nuteral,  and  aeei  the  old  woiaan  so  d'ar  in  the  firelight,  and 
felt  her  a-hngging  me,  and  a4ci88bg  me,  with  faer  nose  and  chin 
poking  into  inj  face  all  the  time^  'Twaru^  no  dream,  I  swow, 
cappin — 'twafn't  no  dream.  'Twas  too  nateral  for  a  dream !  I 
kaint  help  hut  b*lieve  it  all,  try  the  best  I  kin  V* 

At  that  moment,  a  strange  voice  was  heard  without.  Millbouse 
started  and  prick'd  up  his  ears.  In  the  next  moment,  Porgj  saw 
him  dart  forward,  with  a  shriek  of  delight.  The  captain  of 
partisans  looked  out  of  the  window  upon  the  piazza,  and  there 
the  spectacle  of  the  night  was  revensed.  It  was  old  Sappho, 
who  was,  this  time,  nearly  suffocated  in  the  embrace  of  the  ser- 
geant! 


CHAPTER   XLVI. 

NBAR   APPROACHES   TO   SANS-CCLOTTISM. 

"  God  bless  you,  my  beautyful  old  nigger.  1*11  love  you  tcU 
my  heart  drops  out  of  my  body  for  this  visit.  You're  jest  as 
beautiful  now,  to  my  eyes,  as  of  you'd  dropt  out  of  heaven,  and 
brought  all  the  bright  statrs  along  with  you.  But,  Lord,  old  wo- 
man, what  a  scare  yofa've  given  me.  I  thought  you  had  mined 
me  for  ever.  To  lose  eighteen  niggers,  without  a  minute's  warn- 
ing, aint  so  easy  to  bo  stood,  I  tells  you ;  and  I  begun  mightily 
to  feel  as  ef  you  had  done  me  that  same  dissarvice ;  made  me  « 
rich  man  first,  only  to  make  me  poorer  than  ga'  broth  arterwards ! 
Lord !  with  what  an  ctamal  honest  £ace,  the  cappin  kin  lie ;  and 
lie  so  bodily; — lying  through  the  whole  melon^  and  never  eliok- 
ing  at  the  rine  [rind].  But  I  forgive  him !  The  Lord  be  praised  ! 
old  lady,  I  must  give  you  another  hug.  I'm  so  spontiuaciously 
happy." 

**  Tank  'e,  maussa,"  answered  old  Sappho,  quietly,  and  without 
any  struggling  to  extricate  herself — "  but  I  tinks  you  wasn't  so 
glad  to  hug  de  ole  woman  las'  night !" 

**  Thar'  you  hev'  me,  old  lady.  That  was  kaise  I  didn't  know 
yoa  then.    'Member,  you  kirn  in  like  a  sperrit,  and  yon  tuk  me. 
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hy  sappziae  a  leede.  T«nu  #iiswmret  job  ink  me.  I  wwmt 
scairedy  bat  I  felt  as  ef  I  didn't  know  70111  and  to  be  squeesed  up 
lovinglj  by  a  body  one  doni  know,  and  pretty  mudi  in  tbe  daik 
as  we  wasr  is  mighty  apt  to  make  a  pnsson  feel  jubous  and  on^ 
sartin  wliat  to  say  or  do.  But  now  that  I  knows  you,  and  what 
you  come  for,  I'm  your  well-wiebery  and  Mend^  and  off 'oer,  and 
I  takes  yon  conrtinentally,  as  I  may  say,  iato  the  ranks.'- 

*'  Amf  yon  still  dreaming,  sergeant  f "  eried  Porgy,  emerging 
.&om  bis  cliamber,  and  coming  out  into  the  pia2za« 

"  You're  jest  about  the  ^uttest  sinner  living,  cappin,  and  can 
jest  DOW  lie  as  easy  as  ef  a  conscience  wam't  no  sort  of  trouble 
to  yoB  at  afl«  £a,  bow  did  yon  put  up  that  black  faced  satan, 
Tom,  there,  and  Poi^p,  to  back  your  lying  for  you  1  Lord !  bow 
uaieral  they  did  it.  As  sure  as  a  gun  you'll  all  go  to  the  devil 
t<>getlier,  and  not  one  soul  of  you  miss  tbe  road." 

"When  that  time  comes,* sergeant,  you  will  be  found  leading 
the  forlorn  hope ! — Well,  Sappho,  my  good  old  woman,  you  are 
M  sprightly  as  a  gkl  of  mxteen.  You've  done  move  work  than 
all  of  us  together.  And  these  are  my  poor  people^  Charlotte, 
aad  Betty,  and  Ouida,  I  lemeaiber ;  and  Ben-—" 

"An'  EU,  maussa;  you  'member  Eli,  en^f* 
was  the  interruption  of  Betty's  husband  who  now  asoeotted 
the  steps,  leading  the  way  for  the  groap,  and  grappled  the  captain 
by  tbe  band.  His  example  was  fbllowed  by  ^1  the  rest ;  and 
numberless  and  sufficiently  various  weie  ^e  exclamations  of  re- 
joidng  on  eveiy  band. 

"^  De  Loi*d  be  praise,  mAussa,  yoa  come  home  at  las'  1"  *'  Taaks 
be  to  dcr  Fader !"  <«  Oh !  I  so  happy,  aunty !"  und— «*'  Manmy, 
maussa  come  i  Enty  you  glad  1^    **  G\sA  for  tty,  my  chile/' 

But  we  need  not  multiply  the  phrases.  The  chaiucter  of  tbe 
catalogue  may  be  sufficiently  conjectured  from  these  samples 
Bat  he  who  knows  what  a  Oarofina  plantation  is— one  of  the 
old  school --« one  of  an  ancient  settlements^ where  father  and 
son^  for  sBccessrve  generations,  have  grown  up,  indissolubly 
mingled  with  tlie  proprietor  and  his  children  for  a  hundred  years, 
may  follow  out  the  progress,  and  repaint  the  picture  for  himself. 
Torgy  bad  few  words,  but  his  sympathies  were  mor4  cleaify  ext 
preyed,  to  the  eyes  of  all  the  slaves,  than  if  he  had  spoken  them 
in  Ihe  best  chosen  language.    As  the  severid  groups  passed  up 
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the  steps,  and  gare  way  for  each  other,  the  men  with  their  wives 
and  their  children,  die  calculating  sergeant  could  not  contain  his 
joy.  Now,  he  strode  up  and  down  the  piazza,  counting  with  the 
fingers  of  his  solitary  hand.  Anon,  he  paused  to  take  with  an 
affectionate  grasp,  some  one  ^1  or  hoy  hy  the  shoulder,  according 
as  the  derelopment  showed  a  desu*ahle  strength. 

"  Eighteen,  by  the  powers,  and  every  one  of  them  a  fuss  rate 
for  the  field.    Dream,  indeed  I     Did  I  dream !    Lerd»  how  some 
people  will  lie.    Gappin,  I'll  never  forgive  you  that  trick.     I  . 
h'lieve  its  i^iade  some  of  my  hairs  turn  gray.'' 

Porgy,  meanwhile^  gave  the  negroes  a  brief  talk.  He  should 
soon  visit  the.  eity  and  find  them  in  clothes  and  blankets,  hats 
and  shoes.  In  trath,  these  were  all  greatly  needed*  Nothing 
but  the  abundant  stores  x)f  lightwood,  which  the  country  a£brded, 
could  possibly  have  kept  tlie  poor  wretches  from  freesing,  even 
in  a  Carolina  winter.  Affectionately  welcomed,  and  assured  of 
proper  provisions,  they  were  all  dismissed  to  the  basement  rooms 
for  the  present^  except  old  Sappho,  for  whom  the  captain  was 
resollred  to  provide  elsewhere. 

''And  now,"  said  he,  ''here  is  Pomp  signalling  us  for  break- 
fast. I  trust,  Millhoose,  that  your  dreams  have  not  spoiled  your 
appetite." 

"  No  thanks  to  you,  that  it  haint  Ef  the  dream  hadn't  ha' 
come. true.  I'd  ha'  hardly  eaten  to-day.  But  ef  I  don't  eat  now. 
it's  only  biekaiie  I'm  atill  busy  a-dreaming. 

Breakfast  was  soon  despatched,  when  Sappho  was  called  in 
to  take  her  poortion  from  the  table.  This  duty  over,  another  of 
much  more  embarrassing  character  was  to  be  attended  to— the 
examination  of  the  savlerid. wardrobes  of  our  pai'tisans,  in  order 
to  a  proper  exhibition  at  the  dinner  party  of  the  widow  Eveleigh. 

The  entire  stock  of  clothing  possea^ed  by  G^ain  Porgy 
(that  portion  excepted  which  he  wore  in  common)  was  carried 
in  a  rude  deerskin  portmanteau  or  valise,  of  camp  manufactui^e, 
— ^the  workmanship  of  ^  connaon  soldier.  Beyond  a  single  dress- 
suit,  that  is  for  dress  parade,  our  partisan  had  but  very  little  to 
boast.  There  may  have  been  a  change  of  smallclothes, — two 
piur,  in  hxifdi,  one  of  buff  and  one  of  blue,-* that  wbich  he  wore 
belonging  to  neither  color.  It  might  have  been  blue  once, 
possible  gray,  but  time,  and  sim,  and  rain,  and  wind,  and  fk-equeut 
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intercoiurse  with  die  soil,  had  left  the  original  gronnd-woi^  very 
questionahle,  and,  to  be  safe,  we  will  call  it  neutral.  When  the 
portmanteau,  which  had  never  known  the  safe  virtues  of  a  lock, 
was  nnstrapped,  and  the  contents  di8pla3red,  uppermost  appeared 
the  two  articles  already  mentioned.  The  blue  small  clothes 
were  first  examined.  As  at  first  opened,  they  suggested  the 
idea  of  an  enormous  sack,  such  as  might  now  serve  to  take  in  a 
bale  of  long  cottons.  Gapadous  as  they  seemed,  however,  the 
experience  of  the  captain  had  determined  that  they  were  by  no 
means  sufficiently  ample  to  afford  him  the  degree  of  freedom 
which  he  required  when  dining  out.  To  the  eye,  the  blues  were 
the  least  questionable  of  his  small-clothes,  in  consequence  of  the 
fact  that  they  had  been,  on  several  occasions, —-as  they  seemed 
to  need  it — redipped  in  a  decoction  of  the  native  indigo.  But 
even  these  wore  a  suspicious  whiteness  in  certain  spots,  which, 
Unless  he  wore  his  hunting  frock,  by  which  ^ey  were  covered, 
were  apt  to  obtrude  themselves  rather  boldly  upon  the  sight  of 
the  spectators.  Though  faded,  here  and  there,  however,  the 
blues  were  intact— 'there  were  no  awkward  rents  or  patches ; 
and  no  places  so  much  worn  as  to  keep  the  wearer  in  constant 
apprehension  of  an  explosion.  Porgy,  with  the  help  of  Tom 
and  Pomp,  subjected  them  to  a  severe  scrutiny,  and  they  were 
then  laid  aside  for  a  moment 

"They're  the  best,"  quoth  Porgy,  musingly,  **if  they  were  not 

00  atrociously  oontiracted  about  the  hips  and  waist.  I'm  always 
in  dread  lest  I  should  burst  them." 

"Day  strong,  maussa.'' 

"  Yes,  Tom  J  But  not  strong  enough  for  everything,  and  the 
widow  will,  no  doubt,  give  us  a  firrt*rate  dinner,  and  I  am  in 
honor  bound  to  do  justice  to  it.  '  TJiere  will  be  wines,  too,  and 

1  must  drink, — Iwill  diink.  and  try  every  variety  that's  offered. 
By  Bacchus!  the  very  idea  6f  wine  hispires  me.  It's  long  since 
I've  smacked  my  Ups  upon  the  tears  of  the  \ineyard.  Lift  up 
tlie  buffs.  Pomp." 

The  garment  thus  described  dangled  in  the  lur  from  the  ex- 
tending finger  of  Pompey. 

''They  would  do  well,  m  respect  to  size ;  but  these  d-^  patch* 
e«,Tom." 

"  Day  mighty  broad  in  de  fiice,  maussa." 
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*' As  the  fbll  moon,  Tom,  though  less  bright  of  eomplexioir.'* 

''Ef  you  putt  on  dese,  mauflsn,  yon  hab  for  wear  de  shirt 
[hunting].    De  pigeon-tjiil  nebber  gnine  to  eubber  [coyer]  'em." 

The  hurts  of  the  gnrment  were  chiefly  in  the  rear.  Poi^ 
always  seated  himself  with  emphasis.  Sometimes,  indeed,  he 
came  to  the  ground,  though  letting  himself  down  never  so  easily, 
with  southing  of  a  shock.  The  results  always  told  fearfully 
on  his  small-clothes.  The  bulBs  had  particularly  suffered,  and 
in  this  special  region.  The  eonsequence  was  that  it  had  beoeme 
necessary,  on  more  t^an  one  occasion,  to  **pnt  a  ptaister  on 
them,*'-^  itsing  Millhous^'s  descriptire  }Aras6o]K)gy.  Ifow,  dits 
plaister  or  patch,  or  pair  of  patches -—« for  Forgy  wore  his  clothes 
with  some  uni£»rmflty«-^at  least  in  wearing  tliem  out^ — were, 
for  two  sufficient  reasons,  supplied  with  buckskin,  dressed  in 
camp,  and  with  sufficient  rudeness.  Nothing  hut  buckskin,  it 
was  thought,  could  possibly  endure  the  constant  strain  and 
presBuie  in  the  mling  region.  But,  besides  this,  the  buff  was  not 
to  be  found  in  camp.  The  art  which  was  aiiailable  in  that  re- 
gbn,  was  not  of  a  sort  to  make  the  bomidavy  line  of  patoh  as- 
sinulate  naturally  with  the  original  eontment  of  clpth;  and 
thon^,  fi'om  use,  the  buff  and  buckskin  had  gradually  grown  to 
look  alike,  as  loving  wife  and  husband  are  said  to  do  after  certain 
seasons, — yet  it  needed  no  critical  eye  to  discover  l&at  thero 
were  ridges,  rising  almost  into  promontories,  by  which  the  Knes 
of  union,  or  demarcation,  were  at  onee  distinguished^  A  frequent 
renewal  of  the  stitch  had  increased  the  deft>rdiity,  and  upon 
present  inspection  it  was  found  that  the  enaft  of  the  tailor  was 
even  now  necessary  to  vetinite  the  parts,  and  renew  the  mtegrity 
of  the  bonds  that  held  diem  together. 

**He  tear  out  yer,  mansba.*' 

"  Tom !"  wiBi  s(«ie  horror. 

**  Yes,  he  breck  out,  and  dor's  leetle  hde  working  yer,  in  de 
middle  ob  the  ledder  [leather}.  Lor,  a  mighty,  massa*  yovfa 
too  hard  'pon  you  breeches!  'Taint  decent  and  l&e  gemple- 
mans,  de  way  you  wear  you  clo'es." 

"  Get  out,  you  rascal,  and  get  ready  to  sew  them  up  at  once. 
Oet  your  needlo  and  tbvead ;  or  see  Sappho,  and  see  if  some  of 
these  young  grand-daughters  of  hers  cau*t  do  the  work  less  cinm* 
iily.    I  reckon  she's  taugkit  some  of  them  to  sew.f    .. 
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Th«  ghi  wM  loimd,  and  eqnat  upon  the  floor,  provided  with 
aU  Tarn**  stdck  in  trade  m  a  tailor,  the  was  soon  biisy  with  ihe 
^Mrmont. 

"Ef  you  wears  the  buffs,  maussa,  you  hab  for  wear  de  shirt." 

"Yesf  yet  t^  dress  coat  is/mmre  in  style/'  sand  Porgy,  with 
somethiag  of  a  sigii^  lifting  b<ftth  costs  up  at  the  same  moment, 
and  holding  them  apart  fbr  siirrey>  in  sepnrate  hands.  Tlie 
huntmg^hirt  was  fl  bine  homespun;  the  dres^-eoi^  was  a  fkint 
approacb  to  the  proper  army-onifbrm  of  a  captaii^  in  those  days. 
It  was  of  broadcloth,  originally  red,  but  thrice  dyod  m  blue.  The 
latter  edlor,  however,  bad  aomerwhat  faded,  and  the  red,  or  a 
moat  unnatnral  p^ase  of  it,  waa  about  to  reappear  through  the 
snhseqnent  dye. 

^£f  wie  had  some  indigo  to  gee  dat  ooat  a  dip  now,"  qnot^ 
Tom,  iuoise^  rather  prefnring  tbe  garment  on  account  of  its  tex- 
ture and  brighter  buttons^ 

"**  Still  I  couldn^t  wear  it  with  the  bufib.  No !  no  {  I  must  wear 
the  shirt  It  helps  to  cover  the  territory  requirii^  to  be  con- 
cealed, and  to  hide  these  womout  acres." 

''He's  acre  for  true,"  growled  Tom,  looking  at  the  patches 
wldch  tbe  negro  gid  was  repairing.  -**  He  big  like  de  skairt  ob 
saddle." 

•  They  must  do,  nevertheless,"  mnttei^  Poigy,  with  a  dole- 
ful visage.  "  Examine  the  coat,  Tbm,  the  bunting  shirty  and 
see  if  if  «  sound." 

*'  Hab  breck  under  the  arm,  mattssa." 

"Throw  it  to  Pussy,  and  let  her  sew  it  up.  Now,  Pomp,  un- 
roll me  that  homespun  bundle.  We  must  see  for  shirts  and 
stockingSw" 

"  Ha  !  Bhirt  and  stockin'.  I  'speek  dem  guine  gee  you  troulile 
'wrfrfor&V 

Pomp  mirolled  the  bun<Be;  The  eptocldngs  appeamd—- 'well 
saved — the  dresa  paic,^p*«uBed'by  th«  captaro  only  On  stale  ocoa- 
sions-— of '  thiok  white  eott^n: :  Tlidy  had  been  a  present  horn 
the  widow  Oriffin:  :  '  " 

**  fie  a^V  gcme  at  de  heel^and  toes,  nmusea«*' 

**  Fortimat^ly  those  pai'ts  are  bnried  in  the  shoes.  What  of 
tbe  siiirt,  Pomp  1".. 

Pomp  proceeded  to  unfoldki : .  Tliem  waft  but  qiie%       -    * 
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"  Tenderly*  you  rascal ;  do  yon  think  you're  handling  a  side 
of  leather.  Are  your  hands  cleau,  you  monkey.  Look  at  the 
fellow,  Tom ;  take  it  from  him.  He  will  Bave  it  in  rags  without 
a  waming." 

**Ha!  maussa,  only  le'  urn  'lone*  ho  tumble  into  rags  hese'f." 

"  Bnt  we  musn't  let  it  alone,  you  rascal,  and  wo  must  bo  care- 
ful that  it  does  not  tumble  into  rags  until  this  day*s  business  is 
over.  It  was  once  the  best,  of  Irish  linen.  It  is  the  last  of  ax 
dozen.  Six  dosien !  Heavens !  was  I  indeed  the  owner  oi  mx 
dozen  shirts  at  one  time  I" 

'*Ha!  ef  that  .was  the  only  'stravagance  and  foolishness, 
maussa.  You  le'  de  sergeant  know  you  bin  once  hab  six  dosen: 
shu't,  all  de  same  time,  he  gee  you  h-11  ob  a  sannon  'bout  you 
'fiitravagance !  But,  de  Lord  sabe  us,  maussa,  de  shu't  aint  all 
yer  [hei'e] !  All  de  skairt  ob  de  back  is  gone."  And  Tom  dis« 
played  the  ill-conditioned  garment  outright. 

**  The  skirt  gone !  How!  Where?— True,  by  Jupiter.  That 
infernal  savage.  It  was  Indian  Bet  that  washed  it  last.  The 
catamount.  She  has  torn  it  out  and  caiTied  off  the  fragment. 
Look  in  the  portmanteau  for  the  piece!" 

**  Ingin  Bet  nebber  bin  earned  'em  off  in  (\ib  woii'.  Wha,  he 
carry  'em  for?  He  too  rotten.  Ingin  Bet  good  hand  for  tief, 
but  he  nebber  guind  tief  rotten  shu't.  Look.  Pomp,  I  'speck  he 
roust  be  in  de  bottom  day  [there] !" 

Theisearch  was  vain.   And  Porgy  stood  aghast  at  the  spectacle. 

"What's  to  be  done,  Tom!" 

<*Is  de  buzzum  good  m  de  front?" 

"Yes." 

"  Well  I  easy  'nuff.  De  coat  cubber  de  back,  you  know.  See 
yer !  ycr's  do  hole  for  put  you  head  t'rough.  When  you  guine 
dress,  I  'tan  behin*  you  and  slip  de  shu't  ober,  and  when  you 
hab  'em  on,  I  get  t'read  [thread]  and  make  Pussy  'titch  [stitdi] 
two  t'ree>  sebben,  ^ve  'titch  ^H>S8  de  baok  for  liold  do  two  side 
togedder.     Da's  de  way  for  do  'em;  I  see.     I  guine  fir  em.". 

A  white  vest  was  found  in  the  valise ;  a  leather  stock,  a  pfiir 
of  yellow  buckskin  gloves;  and,  after  ^fashion,  Porgy  succeeded 
in  disfd^iiig,  ready  fbr  use,  the  entire  habit  which  he  was  to 
wear  that  day.  This  done,  he  proceeded,  with  the  help  of  Tom 
and  Pomp,  ta  put  himself  in  Uorness.  >• 
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Talk  of  ibe  iron  ganoents  of  ancient  chivalry!  Never  did 
the  closing  of  rirdtd  on  the  part  of  die  knights  of  the  English 
Harrys  and  Edwards*  on  the  eve  of  hattle,  require  more  time 
and  painstaking,  or  cause  more  anxiety  to  pages  and  squires, 
and  armor-hearers  and  armourers,  then  did  the  Costuming  of 
their  master,  thatt  day,  occasion  to .  his  two  sable  attendants. 
Such  gingerly  handling  of  coat»  and  vest,  and  shirt,  and  small- 
clothes, was,  perhaps,  scarcely  ever  beheld  before.  The  adjust- 
ment of  the  captain's  linen,  was  especially  a  subject  of  some 
solicitude.  While  he  sat  upon  a  keg,  Tom,  standing  on  one 
side,  and  Pomp  on  the  other,  the  former  quietly  dropped  the 
garment,  shorn  of  its  Aiir  proportions,  over  his  neck. 

While  Porgy  buttoned  it  at  the  throat,  and  slipped  his  arms  into 
the  sleeves,  the  two  attendants  seized  the  skirts  at  a  signal,  and 
drawing  the  sundered  aides  as  nearly  together  as  they  dared, 
Pussy,  the  girl,  with  a  dozen  successive  stitches,  united  the  re- 
luctant skirts,  but  not  so  as  to  cover  a  large  waste  of  territory 
between,  which,  until  Porgy  could  get  his  vest  and  coat  on,  re- 
mained as  bare  in  back  as  a  Pict  in  fhll  armor.  Pbrgy  sat  erect 
during  the  operadoit,  never  daring  even  to  move,  until  Tom  gave 
him  permi^sum  by  telling  him~^ 

"You  kin  feel  yourse'f  a  leetle  now,maus8a;  but  tek  kear  how 
you  ben'  you  back,  and  'tretch  out  you'  arm,  tell  you  'git  on  you 
coat  and  weckset.  Dis  here  shu't  nebber  guine  tan'  pull  and 
jerk,  mek'  'em  easy  as  yon  kin." 

"  Feel  myself  a  litiUj  indeed !  I  certainly  should  like  to  feel 
myself  lest  1 — Hand  me  those  shoes,  Pbmp!" 

"Ha!  Hellol  Boy!  —  Wha'  dis?  You  never  bin  brush  you 
manssa  shoes  ehber  sence  he  bin  trabble  in  all  dat  mud  wid  'em  ?" 

"  I  BO  see  any  brush,  uncle  Tom  !'• 

"Ha!  you  no  see  any  bmsh,  you  bull  eye  nigger!  I  tek' 
hole'  ob  you,  I  diow  yoii  brush  on  de  back  wid  sights  ob  hick'ry. 
Crit  out,  and  fin'  piece  ob  clot',  and  see  you  rub  off  de  mud  from 
dem  boot'  fore  I  Idn  crook  my  elbow.  Clot'  is  brush,  you  wnr- 
mint,  ef  you  use  'em  so." 

Pomp  wa»  oH^  and  Porgy  resigned  himself  patiently  on  the  keg, 
which  sufficed  him  for  a  chair,  until  his  inexperienced  "  valley  de 
Mtfff»":CCH^  r^^pear     Meanwhile,  Tom  handed  Inih  his  hunt 
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'*  Look  yon,  tnauasa/'  sakk  the  cook,  ae  be  lielped  bis  master 
on  with  tlie  ooat^— **  Yon  bab  for  walk  Hraigbt  bi  dis  coat.  He 
aint  80  'trong  arier  all.  You  mtis*  tek'  care  and  no  t'rowymisel' 
'bout  when  you  at  Miss  Ebleigb's.  Ef  you  forgit,  sometime,  and 
t'row  out  you  arm  too  wide,  you'll  breck  somewbere,  I  know ;  in 
de  sleeb,  or  under  de  arm,  or  UMHit  be  in  de  ba«k ;  an*  ef  once 
he  begin  for  go,  dere's  no  stopping  'em.  You'll  breck  all  side, 
I  tetl  you,  and  do  breeches  will  be  for  busdng  out  too ;  and  dat 
won't  do  no  how,  when  you  da  'stan'  [stand]  'fore  de  ladies. 
Min'  wha*  I  tell  you,  maussa,  and  walk  'traigbt  track.  Be  berry 
preticklar,  jis'  when  yon's  giiting  off  de  boss;  and  when  you's 
a-walking  up  de  steps,  don't  you  'tretch  eat  for  hoi'  de  ba»^ 
Ulster ;  and  when  you's  a-talking  big  wid  de  lady,  jin  mustn't 
tink  for  rai^e  «p  yon  anki  to  ^e  beabens,  as  ef  you  Was  a-eailing 
de  sun,  and  de  moon  to  be  witness  for  wba'  you  say.  Twon't  do  t 
— you'll  be  breck  o«t  ebbry  side  ef  you  guine  try  for  do  all  dem 
mighty  t'fakgs.  8et  down  easy  in  de  chair,  and  don't  you  go  for 
'traddle  you  tegs  too  wide.  I  no  'pen'  fdeipend]  'pott  dese 
breecltes  't  all." 

''It's  c^me  to  a  pretty  pass^  indeed,  when*^nch  a  sooty  scamp 
as  you  are,  Tom,  undertakes  to  teaeh  me  how  to  eiirry  myself  in 
a  Isdy's  presence." 
"Enty  Iknowr 

**  do»  you  thidc  I  bad  better  not  lift  tny  leg  unadvisedly  so — '^ 
*<Top,  maussa;  you  sure  for  bu'st  dem  breeches.'* 
"Or  throw  out  my  arms,  right  or  left»^*-«>!" 
"Lawd!  maussa,  don't  you  bow!     De  coat  tft  rekdy  for  pop* 
ebbry  way." 

'*  I  feel  it,  Tom!  I  shall  be  caatkms  for  my  own  sake,  not  less 
than  for  decency's.  But,  be  off;  send  Pomp  to  me  with  the  shoes, 
old  fellow,  and  see  what  you  can  do  toward  fixing  up  the  lieu- 
tenant and  the  sergeant.  They'll  need  q^te  as  much  help  as 
myself,  I  faacy,  in  preparing  themselves  for  this  visit.** 

Tom  disappeared.  The  shoes  were  soon  brought  by  Pomp, 
and  drawn  on  with  a  degree  of  care  and  detibcratioii  which  show- 
ed that  our  4)apiabi  of  partisans  was  as  duly  sea^tUe  as  Tom  of 
the  danger  which  might  follow  any  extraordinary  efftnrtd  of 
mnscJe  09  i^  part  He  Mt  himself,  at  length,  completed  for  hitf 
visit,  all  but  cap  and  sword.   The  sword,  however  absurd  if  tr^f^ 
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seem,  was  still  an  essential  in  his  present  babit,  wbicb  iras  wholly 
military.  It  was  still  justified,  in  use,  bj  the  unsettled  condition 
of  the  cotmtry,  and  we  must  not  be  surprised  to  see  him,  on  his 
departure  for  the  city,  not  only  wearing  his  sabre,  but  carrying 
dis  holsters  and  pistols ;  and  this,  chiefly,  with  due  regard  to 
propriety  of  costume.  But  we  mu^  not  anticipate.  To  buckle 
on  his  sabre,  and  don  his  well-worn  coonskin  ci^,  was  the  work 
of  a  moment.  The  horses  had  been  already  saddled,  and  were 
in  waiting  in  the  court  below.  The  voice  of  Millhouse  was  heai'd 
calling,  and  the  heavy  tread  of  himself  and  Franipton  were  echo- 
ing loudly  in  the  hall.  They  were  evidently  ready,  and  Porgy 
joined  them. 

"  Lefs  look  at  you,  cappin,"  (][uoth  Millhouse,  "  and  see  how 
you're  a-looking."  And  he  walked  round  his  superior,  scrutinizing 
him  at  every  point. 

"  Yonr  skairt's  rether  short/'  quoth  he. 

"Do  you  see  the  blisters — the  leather  patches — sergeant  1** 
demanded  Porgy,  quickly. 

"  N— 0 !"  answered  the  sergeant  slowly,  peering  about  curious- 
ly the  while ;  "  but  as  you  love  your  life,  cappin,  you  mustu^t 
bend  for*ad  the  leetlest,  for  you  aint  got  any  skairts  to  spare. 
Yonr  gairth  is  so  mighty  big  fhat  it  draWs  up  the  gairments 
monstrous  high." 

"To  horse!"  cried  Poi^,  with  somethhig  veiy  emphatic  in 
his  tones,  leading  the  way. 

**  Stop  a  bit !"  said  the  sergeant, "  while  I  take  in  another  hole 
hi  your  belt.  It'H  better  yoiur  figger  a  leetl^ ;  though  'taint  easy 
to  help  it  much." 

''D — n  the  figure !"  exclaimed  the  indignant  captain,  breaking 
away,  without  suffering  the  intended  service. 

•*Jjo6k  you,  cappin,  ef  you  splurges  about  in  that  sort  of  style 
youll  resk  mightily  the  security  of  all  your  fizins." 

We  shall  say  nothing  about  the  costume  of  the  captain's  sub- 
ordinates. Enough  that  they  partook  of  the  deficiencies,  and 
provoked  the  same  sort  of  embaiTassments,  which  we  have  seen 
troubling  their  superior.  They  had  done  their  best  to  piepare 
for  the  eyes  of  the  lady,  and  they,  at  least,  hc^  no  misgivings 
as  tnmblcd  with  no  expectations.  A  word  to  Tom,  and  another 
word  to  old  Sappho,  wTio  could  not  sufficiently  admire  the  wonder- 
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fill  dimeuaioiis,  the  greiit  sword,  and  the  fearful  lookiug  pistols 
of  her  child,  and  the  three  cantered  off  at  a  free  pace,  m  the 
direction  of  the  widow  Eveleigh's.  When  approaching  the 
avenue,  the  sergeant  suddenly  drew  up,  and  entreated  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  captain  for  a  moment. 

"  Cappin,"  says  he,  "now's  the  time.  Head's  up !  Officers  to 
the  front.  Gappin  1  It  all  mpends  upon  you  now  !  One  thing 
I've  got  to  say :  a  widow  aint  like  a  young  gal.  She's  gat  ix- 
pci'eiice.  *Taint  any  needcessity,  when  you  'tacks  a  widow,  to 
ho  guinc  all  ahout  it,  and  ahout  it.  They  don't  aix  that  of  you. 
They  onderstands.  'Taujt  any  use  to  ride  round  to  the  gate ; 
jest  pull  down  the  fence  and  ride  in.  What  did  I  say  to  you 
afore  ?  A  widow's  jest  like  a  fort  that's  used  to  surrondeiin*. 
It's  only  to  summon  it  and  say  here  we  are  to  make  a  breadi,  or 
run  over  the  walls.  Jest  show  yourself  ready  to  scale  and  storm« 
and  what  does  the  comnumder  of  the  garrison  say  ?  Why,  says 
he — let's  make  good  tairms  and  that's  aU  we're  axing -^  and 
that's  what  the  widow'll  say ;  hut  I  wouldn't  make  the  Xavnxkt 
too  easy,  cappin.  You're  needing  a  mighty  deal  of  assistance. 
Hold  her  to  it.  Give  her  no  chaince,  and  when  she  finds  you 
ready  to  seize,  she'll  give  in.  She  kain*t  help  herself.  Only, 
don't  you  be  mealy-mouthed,  cappin  1     Qo  it,  like  a  charge !" 

Porgy  surveyed  the  speaker  for  a  moment  in  the  most  perfect 
silence.    Then  quietly,  with  a  smile,  be  said,  flapping  spurs  to 
bis  hoi*8e — 
.    "Millhouse,  you  were  surely  bom  to  be  a  general !" 

In  another  moment  the  party  was  pacing  up  the  noble  avenue 
of  ancient  oaks  conducting  to  tlie  mansion  of  the  wealthy  wid^w. 
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THE  SERGEANT  PUTS  THE  CAPTAIN  FAVORABLY   KORWAEU. 

The  planta^on  of  Mrs.  Eveleigh  was  one  of  the  finest  and 
best  kept  along  the  Ashepoo.  The  widow  had  been  fortunate  in 
the  circumstances  which  secured  her  equally  against  the  hostility 
of  both  parties  during  the  late  war.  She  had  friends  at  court, 
no  matter  who  was  sovereign  for  the  season.  Her  husband  had 
been  a  popular  officer  in  his  British  majesty's  army,  and,  when 
not  on  service,  had  been  a  favorite  among  his  neighbors.  The 
widow  shared  his  popularity,  possessing,  in  eminent  degree,  those 
qualities  of  character  by  which  he  had  secured  it.  Her  estate, 
accordingly,  had  escaped  that  harrying  process,  by  which  so 
many  of  those,  around  her  had  been  devastated ;  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  land,  the  skill,  sobriety  and  integrity  of  her  over- 
seer ;  good  seasons,  profitable  staple  (rice)  and  her  own  judicious 
economy,  had  resulted  in  a  constant  increase,  by  which  she  had 
become  one  of  the  wealthiest  persons  of  this  region  of  country. 
She  lived,  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  year,  upon  her  estate, 
and  this  had  been  an  additional  secret  of  her  prosperity.  Her 
presence  had  served,  not  only  to  promote  the  success  but  the 
charm  and  beauty  of  her  plantation.  Her  fifelds  were  well  dis- 
tribtited,  always  kept  clean  and  under  good  fences ;  the  grounds 
were  well  1^  out ;  the  undergrowth  kept  dovrn ;  the  woods 
trimmed  up ;  the  groves,  whether  of  oak  or  other  forest-trocs, 
guch  as  wooed  the  wandering  footstep,  and  appealed  sweetly  to 
the  musing  fancies.  Long  shadowy  avenues,  on  three  sides,  con- 
ducted to  her  dwelling  which  stood  among  sheltering  clumps  of  a 
growth  extending  far  beyond  all  human  memory ;  while  the  house 
itself,  of  ample  dimensions,  and  built  in  a  style  at  once  tasteful  / 


day,  distbgnisfied  tlie  mansions  of  American  refinement. 


and  simple,  was  fiimished  with  all  the  attractions  which*  in  that  F     / 

The  morning  was  a  mild  and  bright  one.     As  Captain  Porg 
and  hitr'two  eompanioite  cantered  up  the  avenue,' Mts.  EVeleigh 
might  be  seen,  with  her  son.  sitting  in  the  open  piazza 
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they're  on  the  look  out  for  us,  cappiu/'  said  tbe  sergeant, 
an  air  of  triumph.  •*  She's  mighty  ainiest  to  see  you,  I  tell 
you.  Now,  cappin,  'member  whaj;  I've  said.  Now's  the  time. 
All  the  signs  is  favorable.  Don't  you  let  the  chaince  slip  through 
your  fingers.  No  man  gits  a  widow  by  being  bashful  about  it. 
It's  the  bold  heart,  a'ter.all,  that  gits  the  good  things  of  this  life. 
When  the  fi-uit's  ripe  it's  only  to  shake  the  tree.  You  needn't 
olimb,  but  jest  take  hold,  like  a  man,  with  a  detarnunation  like, 
nevQr  to  let  go,  *tili  your  eend's  answeied.  That's  all.  Now  go 
ahead." 

With  the  air  of  a  man  who  has  given,  the  lasl;  words  of  conn* 
sel  to  a  young  be^ginner,  when  sending  him  forward  to  the  fight, 
our  sergeant,  waved  his  one  hand,  and  suffered  his  si^perior.  to 
rid€|  ahe^id.  Poigy  answered  only  with  a  faint  smile.  He  seemed 
uneasy,  if  not  chafed  at  the  pertinacious  conceit  of  his  follower ; 
while  Lance  Frampton^  when  Millhouse  had  fallen  back  and 
joined  him,  took  occasion  to  school  the  veteran  in  unexpected 
style,  and  with  some  warmth. 

"  Look  you,  sergeant,  'twont  do  for  you  to  be  talking  to  the 
captain  as  if  he  was  a  boy,  and  you  was  his  teacher.  You'd. bet- 
ter be  quiet  now  before  you  make  him. angry*  He  knows  you're 
his  fi-iend,  and  that  makes  him  at^d  a  good  deal  from  you;  but 
what  can  you  teach  him  about  fine  pepplci  and  high  life^  and  the 
sort  of  behavior  he's  to  bebave  when  he's  iu  company  wjtjb  rich 
ladies  in  their  own  hoi^ses.  He  knows  more  of  such  people  than 
you  and  I  eyer  saw^  ai^d  don't  want  any  ^di^catipp  how  to  do 
when  he  gets  among  'em.  You'd  better  shut  up  now  ia  aU  these 
matters.  I  see  he  don't  like  it»  and  you'll  some  day  got  one  slap 
too  far,  and  ypu'll  rouse  him." 

Millhouse  glared  npon  the  lieutenant  with  mixed  looks  of  snr- 
pnse  aud  indignation.    When  he  recovered  himself^  he  said : —  - 

*'And  don't  I  know  what's  good  for  him t  and  don't  I  see 
w;hat's  needful  to  oave  him  from  tbe  cussed  sheriff.  He  must 
marry  this  rich  widow,  I  tell  you;  that's  his  only  chaiftce." 

•  Well,  he  won't,  I'm  thinking." 

"  Why  won't  ho !  She'a  imager,  ^noug^  X  jwe.  to  ax  him  her- 
S9lf." 

**  I  don't  brieve  awor<)  of  it;  I  don't  ^Ueve  she'U  hfvx^han* 
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and  yon're  just  doing  wrong  now,  to  put  soeh  idens  into  hii 
beftd." 

♦*Sbe  won't! •-'Lord,  Lanoe?  as  ef  yon  bad  sBy  ixperence  to 
know.    Wby,  look  what  sbe'a  done  for  him  already ;  and  look 
at  her  ajsing  you  and  me  to  come  and  spend  the  day  and  take 
dbiner.     Don^t  you  know,  «a  well  as  me,  that  these  people  never  A 
yet  ax<5d  )>eople  of  our  sort  into  their  houses,  or  let  'em  set  at  ;  ^ 
their  table.    It's  only  bekaise  we're  friends  of  the  cappin  that  I 
she  axes  us."  \    \ 

**  It's  because  we  helped  to  sare  her  son's  life  and  her  own. 
11*8  because  she's  gvateftd ;  and  if  you're  right'»minded,  you'll 
j«at  be  quiet  all  U>4b^  while  in  her  house,  and  be  respectful, 
attd  lieten  only,  and  answer  when  you're  spoken  to,  and  just  say 
a»  little  as  you  can  in  civility ;  for  we  ain't  asked  to  be  heai-d  ; 
it's  only  because  she  wants  to  be  gratefhl.  Now,  I  must  say, 
sergeant,  you've  too  great  an  ambition  to  be  a-talking.  The  less 
yoa  talk,  tlie  better;  for  though  yonVe  a  sensifoljB  man  enoiigh, 
in  actual  servieo,  yet  you'^-not  the  person  to  speak  the  scrt  of 
things  that  the  great  people  likes  to  hear." 

"  Well,  I  must  say,  there's  no  ^^d  to  the  conoeitedness  of 
yotmg  people.  Here,  Lanee,  you,  only  a  brat  of  a  boy  as  I 
xaay  say — though  a  very  good  one-n-ymi've  a^teaching  lae  and 
me  old  enough  to  be  your  gran^  fay ther,  I  wonder  ef  you  n  jm% 
seme  day,  i^ow  me  how  to  work  my  way  into  my  e^g,  by  tell* 
ing  me  to  crack  it  at  the  butt,  and  on  the  eend  of  the  table. 
J«st  you  dom^  connum^  yourself^  my  boy,  in  this  business  of  the 
cappin,  andef  I  dont  help  hira  to  ^t  this  nob  widow,  then  poke 
year  ftnger  at  my  eyes  whenever*  I  goes  to  trtlk;"    • 

'*Take  care!  That's  all,  sergeant.  Ymi'^l  be  burning  your 
fingers,  some  day,  by  a  fire  that  you  won't  see  tffl  yoa're  in  it 
and  can't  book  out" 

The  warning  was  in  low  tones.  The  party  was  quite  too 
oSgh  the  house  to  admit  of  more:  Captain'  Porgy  was  already 
lismounting.-*^  a  perfbrmance  executed  with  less  deliberation  than 
liual,  yet  more  cdSbrt  Let  ns  add  that  it  was  successixd ;  what-. 
ever  th»  peri^  to  his  gai^bents,  tkey.sawived  it ;  And  be  proceed- 
ed to  ascend 'the  steps  of  the  dw^ing,  conducting  to  the  piazza 
Yoinig  Arthnr  Bveleigb  descended  to  meet  him,  catifhing  his 
hand  and  welcoming  him  witli  a  warm  and  heai-ty 'grasp,  which 
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declared  the  impulnve  and  generoas  nature  of  the  hoy.  Mrs 
Eveleigh  stood  at  the  head  of  the  steps  with  her  hand  extended 
in  welcome  also.  Her  manner,  simple  and  unafiGected,  genial 
and  fiicndly,  was  that  of  the  aecomplislied  lady,  well  versed  in 
the  proper  graces  of  society.  Aithttr  Eveleigh  remained  on  the 
steps  to  receive  the  followers  of  the  partisan.  These  were  wel- 
comed up  also ;  and  a  gp*acions  bow  was  accorded  them  by  the 
widow,  when  they  reached  the  piazza.  Here,  they  all  seated 
themselves,  following  the  example  of  the  lady  and  the  captain. 

'*  The  day  is  so  mild  and  genial,''  said  tlie  widow,  '<  that  we 
have  suffered  the  fire  to  go  ont.  But  yon  soldiers  scarcely  need 
^  fire ;  and  Arthur  and  myself  since  breakfiast,  have  not  feh  the 
want  of  one.  We  have  been  talking  of  yon  and  your  brave  toU 
lowers,  captain,  all  the  morning ; — going,  for  the  twentieth  time, 
over  all  the  detaOs  of  that  fearful  day,  fi*om  the  perils  of  which 
you  rescued  us." 

"  Too  happy  you  will  believe,  my  dear  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  in  being 
of  the  slightest  service  to  you,"  was  the  gallant  answer  of  the 
captain. 

*'  That  was  a  most  bloody  leetle  skinnage,"  put  in  the  ser- 
geant. '*  Them  rascals  gin  you  a  most  awful  hitch,  ma'am ;  aad 
ef  twarat  for  the  cappin  thaiy  there's  no  t^ng  what  might  have 
liappen'd  in  the  long  run.  It's  the  cappin,  ma'am,  that's  about, 
fbe  best  man,  I  ever  seed,  to  fight  for  the  women  folk.  He  was 
bom,  I  may  say,  to  be  their  sav'or  and  purtector !" 

^^^7  glared  sternly  at  the  speaker,  who,  fancying  he  had 
l<«n  making  a  highly  profitable,  yet  delicate  suggestion,  leered 
t\nt  at  the  widow,  then  at  the  captain  while  he  spoke,  with  the 
manner  of  one  who  iseeins  to  say,  '*  I  have  set  the  ball  in  motion 
—sec  that  it  don't  come  to  the  ground  between  you." 

Mrs.  Eveleigh  answered  the  sergeant  with  a  kmd  manner, 
udying— 

"  Wo  owe  Itim  a  great  deal,  certainly,  airt  but  we  owe  equally 
our  gratitude  to  yourself  and  yo«r  young  companion.  My  son, 
I  am  sure,  will  always  regard  you  both  as  his  friends,  and  if  I 
do  not  adequately  acknowledge  your  help,  it  is  only  becaoaciill 
language  must  fiiil  to  do  sa  J  feel  \hkt,  but  for  yoor  ariival 
niul  ttmoly  and  jiididona  succor,  my  son  and  all  of  us  would  have. 
Won  murdered*"  ' 
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'  Tbai  joa  woold^  ma'am !  Them  viUaiiks  wam't  a  bk  toe 
good  to  sciilp  70U  in  the  bargain ;  but  they've  got  their  sass  and 
dressing,  and  some  on  'em  will  never  trouble  the  high  roads  of 
tliis  airth  agin.  For  them  that  got  off,  it's  jest  enough  to  know 
that  the  cappin's  in  these  quarters,  and  they'll  be  mighty  cu'roui 
bow  they  keeps  out  of  them.  I  don't  think  they'll  be  the  pus- 
sons  to  break  into  any  henroosts  in  this  part  of  the  country  )&{ 
there  was  any  man  in  this  world  bom  to  be  the  nateral  protector 
of  a  plantation,  it's  the  cappin  tbiM**" 

Porgy  twitched  uneasily  in  his  chau',  whQc  the  sergeant  pro- 
ceeded-^ 

**  Lawd,  ma'am,  to  think  that  a  pusson  that  can  cut  his  way 
through  an  inimy's  bloody  bagnets,  a  whole  rigiment,  should  be 
so  tender  at  the  same  time,  and  sick  a  purtector  of  poor,  trem- 
bling, dangerous  wimmin  !  To  think  bow  a  pusson  that  shouts 
so  furious  when  he's  at  a  charge  —  liow  soft  he  kin  make  his 
voice  when  it's  to  a  woman  he's  got  to  speak !  •It's  a-most  won- 
derful, and  not  to  be  calkilated,  the  difference  'twixt  the  same 
man,  when  he's  at  them  different  dealings!" 

Porgy  could  stand  it  no  longei*.    He  broke  out^- 

*'  Why,  MiUhouse,  Mrs.  Eveleigh  will  suppose  that  I  have 
employed  you  especially  as  my  ti-umpeter,  and  not  as  my  over- 
seen Sl^ot  up !  my  good  fellow,  or  speak  of  your  own  valor  and 
your  own  tenderness,  if  you  please.  As  X  havoruo  apprehensions 
that  I  sliall  be  suspected  of  any  deficiency  when  either  is  needed 
it  is  no  policy  to  insist  upon  them  now,  lest  both  of  them  becomes 
suspected." 

The  widow  saw  the  captain's  uneasiness  and  smiled  pleasantly, 
as  she  said  — 

"  The  probl^  seems  to  puzzle  Sergeant  Miller — " 

*'  HHViOHie,  ma'am,  ef  you  please." 

**  MiUhouse —  Sergeant  MiUhouse*-" 

"  There  was  a  Sergeant  Wiler,  ma'am,  that  b'longed  to  tiie 
Pennsylvany  ngiment,  and  he  went  over  to  the  innimy  on  that 
bloody  affair  when  they  wanted  to  seU  Gineral  Oreene — you 
vemember,  I  reckon ;  that  time  when  the  gineral  sent  off  full 
speed  to  call  the  old  fox,  and  we  poor  malitia  men  to  keep  his 
^ontibeotdUers  in  order/' 

"  I  remember*  sergeant.  .  lam  glad,  you  eoif?§cted  .my  error 
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It  nmst  bo  aii  titiplefidftrit  thing  to  be  coiifonn^led.  even  by  mis* 
tflke,  with  a  traUor/' 

"Tlmt*6  it,  ma'am  ;  you're  sensible  on  the  enbject.*^ 

"  Was  there  ever  such  a  bullheaded  monster !"  quoth  Porgy 
9offo  tocc,    **  You  were  remarking,  Mrs.  Bveleigh— "   • 

"Upon  the  problem  that  seemed  to  puzde  Sergeant  MHl- 
Jtouse''  emphasizing  the  Irist  syllable  duly.  •*  Yet,  it  ^ems  to 
have  been  proverbial  that  the  most  brave-hearted  are  also  the 
most  tender-hearted,  always,  captain." 

•*  The  efltect  has  commonly  shown  itself  in  the  number  of  wara 
which  have  been  occasioned  by  the  sex,  Mrs.  Eveleigfa.  It  is 
proverbial,  also,  that,  when  all  other  arguments  fail  to  mspire 
the  man  with  the  proper  courage,  you  have  only  to  goad  him  in 
the  presence  of  the  lady  whom  he  most  admires." 

"  Ef  anything  will  make  him  fight,  ma'am,  that  will,"  put  in 
the  sei'geant.  "  It's  jest  what  you  sees  daily  with  these  common 
dunghill  fowls.  'They  hain't  got  much  heart  for  fighting  at  any 
time,  yet,  jest  let  the  hen  be  nigh,  when  one's  a-coming;  and  the 
other,  though  he  run  before,  will  dash  up,  and  Lord,  how  he  will 
make  the  feathers  fly ! — It's  natar!  and  it  shows  the  valley  of 
tlie  women  in  keeping  up  a  good  breed  of  sodgera  in  a  counliy. 
And  I  do  say  that  the  women  folks  had  as  much  to  do  in  raakitig 
our  people  fight  the  innimy  as  anytfamg  beside,  land  all  besideir. 
I  'member  well,  when  I  went  out  with  Gineral  Middleton  i^n 
the  Oherokees.  Well,  you  know  tbar  was  Glrairt,  with  V»ia  Brit- 
isli  rig'lars,  along  with  us ;  and  no  great  shakes  they  was,  I  tell 
you,  in  an  Ingin  skrimmage.  Well,  it  used  to  make  my  very 
blood  bile  in  my  body,  to  see  how  them  red  coats  made  fVee  wiUi 
our  young  women  at  the  farmhouses.  Why,  ma'am,  they  xinAt 
no  more  ado  of  chucking  the  gals  under  the  ehin«  and  stUacking 
at  their  lips,  jest  wherever  they  found  'em^  than  I  would  at  kiss* 
ing  my  own  wife — ef  'taint  ondecent  for  me  to  speak  of  ray  wife 
when  I  aiti^  got  'one,  and' never  itpeot  to  have.  But  that  ain't 
to  pervent  other  pedpte,  what's  more  peraonable  atd  better  off, 
from  getting  a  wife,  I'm  thinking." 

And  here  the  sei^eant  looked,  with  a  leer  the  most  a^ificant 
and  'Tomplacent)  to  the  captain  of  partisans,  whose*  disquiet  was 
duly  increasing.  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  too,  began  to  oomprehend  that 
thero  was  aotnttkiflg  latent  in  the  sergtanfs  ipetches;  but  aim 
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liad  no.notioii  of  ki0  real  purpose,  lukd  ascribed  whatever  was 
queer  in  his  manner  and  words,  to  some  etcentrioity  of  charade. 
Meanwhile,  Artiimr  Evdeigli  liad  attaclved  himself  to  Lrtnce 
Frampton,  and  the  two  young  men  had  gone  out  to  the  stables. 
The  widow  felt  the  cal.  to  be  elsewheve,  but  couM  not  leave  the 
parties  at-  the  moment;  and  the  eon^rsatioii  proceeded,  the 
lady  opening  upon  anotiier  topio  wlndi  was  neeessArity  addressed 
wholly  to  the  captain. 

'*  You  find  OTBrytkin^  in  disorder,  Captain.  Porgy.  You  have 
betfi  a  special  suiSbsen  I  know.  You  are  probably  not  aware 
that  I  am  in  pesseasion  of  some  of  yomr  property.^ 

"  Indeed !" 

"  Yes.  As  an  old  friend  of  yenr  family  and  self,  when  I  heard 
of  certain  bcmds  of  loyalists-  about,  kncwing  the  praetiees  of 
which  they  were  guilty,  I  sent  over  several  of  my  hands,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  your  servants,  brought  over  to  my  house  such  of 
yomr  liinriiiMre  as  had  been  left  after  their*  firftt  fsray.  One 
Grainger  had  been  belNre  me,  and  bad  destroyed  the  lamily  pie- 
turesy  and  made  a  fire,  I  was  told,  of  certain  pieces  of  toniture. 
As  soon  as  he  disappeared  with  his  band,  I  secured  your  side- 
boards  a  couple  of  chests  of  drawei's,  a  Hw  chairs  and  tables,  a 
pair  of  fine  old  ste^l  mirrore,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles,  in^ 
eluding  knife-case,  with  knives  and  forks,  decanters,  glasses,  and 
sundry  aumll  things,  -Bvtck  as  yon  will  find  useful.  There  was 
no  plate  that  wb  oould  find^»^'^ 

"  It  was  all  melted  down  in  camp,  Mrs.  Eveleigh.  We  have 
been  living  on  it  in  part—" 

**  Ah  I  I  conjectured  that ;  though,  by  tibe  way,  the  i*epori  is 
that  yowr  own  ov«»eer,  HaUbrd,  helped  to  spoil  you,  and  would 
have  effectiially  done  sov  but  that  he  was  accidentlilly  killed  at 
a  great  muster  of  the  IdyaUsts,  near  Ooosawhatdhie." 

"  He  turned  out  la  he  a  great  scoundrel ;  went  ov<er  to  the 
British  after  servings  a  campaign  with  us.  I  sffspected  him  be- 
fore that  event,  and  my  discovenes  probably  led  to  his  treachery. 
But  I  had  not  supposed  that  anything  had  been  saved  f^m  the 
wreck  olMy  fumStisre.  My  debt  to  you  increasee  every  hour, 
Idbs.  Eveleigh;" 

**  By  no  means,  captaiu.  I  sbaH  owe  you  a  debt  whidi  my 
wh^  i^  eooM  net  repny.'* 
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'*  That's  it  V*  cried  Millhoase,  slapping  hid  thigh  ynA  his  onci 
hand.    « That's  it!     I  kuow'd  it." 

^OTgy  gave  him  a  single  stern  look — then  toniiiig  to  the 
widow,  said — 

"  Do  not  talk  of  any  deht  to  me,  my  dear  Mrs.  Eveleigh ;  yon 
owe  me  none.  What  was  done  for  yonr  rescue,  by  myself  and 
my  companions,  would  have  been  done  in  behalf  of  the  poorest 
creature  of  the  country — " 

*'  Let  me  interrupt  yon,  captain,  by  saying  that,  in  like  man- 
ner, what  I  have  done  for  the  saving  of  your  chattels,  in  your 
absence,  would  have  been  done  for  any  other  neighbor.     Btit, 
the  better  course  would  be  to  say  nothing  of  these  mntnal  ser- . 
vices,  however  much  we  feel  them." 

"Edzactly — but  the  Jeeling/ — "  and  the  sergeant  closed. 
The  widow  proceeded — 

"  I  am  rejoiced  that  I  shall  have  you  again  for  a  neighbor  \** 

"  And  nara  [never  a]  better  ^rtector  of  wimmen  could  be 
found !"  quoth  the  sergeant,  with  an  emphatic  slap  of  his  one 
hand  upon  his  thigh.  The  lady  did  not  seem  to  observe  him, 
but  proceeded. — 

'*  And  if  in  any  respects  I  can  be  of  service  to  you,  particn- 
larly  at  the  present  moment,  you  have  only  to  let  me  know, 
and—" 

"  There's  a  want  of  everything,  I  may  say,  ma'am,  fVom  plough 
to  shovel.  You  see,  ma'am,  I*m  to  manage  for  the  cappin,  who's 
got  some  of  the  finest  rice  lands  on  this  river." 

"  He  has,  indeed.     I  know  them,"  said  the  widow. 

**  That's  it,  ma'am  !  You're  right !  It's  so !  I  seed  *em ;  and 
tliey've  had  a  long  rest.  They'll  bring  ad&nd  fine  crops ;  and 
ril  make  'em  do  it.  £1  we  had  your  force  on  them  lands,  now, 
Madam  Eb'leigh,  there's  no  telling  what  I  could  do !  No,  ma'am ! 
There's  no  telling,  'twould  be  so  magnisifait!  But  we've  got 
oiJy  a  mighty  small  force  of  UoetUy-fire  niggers !— " 

This  was  said  with  a  wave  of  the  one  hand  and  a -twitching 
of  the  mouth,  and  a  turning  up  of  the  nose,  as  if  nothing  could 
be  more  contemptible  in  the  sight  of  the  speaker.  The  air  was 
that  of  one,  who,  bora  to  command  armies,  was  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  expending  his  genius  upon  a  corp(»ral^  guard.  But 
the  widow's  surprise  was  at  the  number, not  at  their  iniigilifieanee. 
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"  Twenty-fiv6 !" 

'*  A  second  kistance  of  good  fortune,  my  dear  Mrs.  Ereleigfa. 
When  I  encountered  you,  I  knew  not  that  I  had  a  negro  in  the 
world,  besides  Tom.  Ton  restored  me  seven ;  last  night,  mj 
fld  nurse,  Sappho,  who  has  sunrired  the  wars  and  starvation  for 
three  years' in  the  swamp,  came  in,  and  reported  all  her  children 
and  grand  children  as  with  her.  8be  brought  them  in  this 
moi-nlng,  eighteen  in  number—" 

"  And  who  knows  ma'am  but  them  may  he  a  hundred  more 
where  them  come  from,"  interposed  Millhouse,  dilating  again 
into  great  dignity. 

"  Not  likely !  I  fancy  these  are  all  I  possess,  Mrs.  Eveleigh ; 
they  are  more  than  I  expected,  and  much  more,  perhaps  than 
I  deserve." 

"  It*s  not  onpossible,  ma'am,  that  there's  a  hundred.  How 
should  the  cappin  know  ?  He's  quite  onknowing  of  all  his  sar- 
cumstances,  and  for  that  matter,  aint  altogether  the  best  pussou 
in  the  world  to  be  looking  a'ter  them.  That's  what  I  tells  him. 
Leave  it  all  to  me,  cappin.  He  knows  I'm  right.  He  ^knowU 
edges  I'm  his  sense-keeper;  and  /  am,  in  all  business  that 
belongs  to  the  making  of  a  crap—" 

**  In  all  other  matters  too,  it  would  appear.  But,  for  the  pres- 
ent, Millhouse,  suffer  me  to  be  my  own  sense-keeper." 

"  You  kaint,  cappin,  'taint  in  you.  Why,  Madam  Eb'leigh, 
he's  the  most  wasteful  and  perfligit  pusson  in  this  heathen 
world.  With,  perhaps,  not  more  than  a  hundred  guineas  in  his 
pocket,  he  don't  stop  to  throw  one  or  two  on  'em  away,  at  a  sin- 
gle lift,  upon  a  beggar  child,  in  chaiity  like." 

"  A  hundred  guineas,  sergeant  ?  Why  what  are  you  talking 
about?"  said  Porgy,  indignantly.*  "He  haa certainly  the  most 
overwhelming  imagination !  He  has  converted  these  eight  or 
ten  jHeces  into  a  treasure!" — With  the  words,  Porgy  drew  forth 
the  few  gold  pieces  which  he  had,  from  his  pocket,  and  exposed 
them  in  his  palm  to  view.    - 

*'  This  is  all  tliat  I  possess  in  the  shape  of  money." 

The  sergeant  wheeled  about,  indignant  at  the  exposure^  dnrr- 
ing  up  every  feature  in  vexation,  and  tossing  bis  one  hand  in  air 
as  if  everything  were  lost!  The  widow  saw  the  action,,  and  be* 
$;au  to  underistand  his  ch^a^f^    She.  looked  to  Porgy.  wfth  a 
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smile.  He  strove  to  smile  in  reply,  but  the  effort  wks  a  feeble 
otte,  aad  the  result  only  a  faint  and  eouttterfeit  presentment. 
He  was  disquieted  the  more,  as  he  begian  to  fear,  from  the  tiridow's 
looks,  that  she  not  only  saw  into  Millhouse's  cliaracter,  but  sus* 
pecte-d  his  deskes.  It  was,  accordingly,  something  of  a  relief  to 
both  the  parties  when  Aithur  Eveleigh,  just  at  this  lAomcnt,  re^ 
appeared  with  the  lieateBant.  Mrs.  Eveleigh  seized  the  occasion 
to  invite  her  guests  to  take  refreshment,  and  led  the  way  for 
them  into  the  dwdling.  As  Porgy  fitUewed,  MlHhouse  nudged 
him  with  his  elbow* 

"  How  could  you  do  it  V*  he  murmured — "  Sk^w  jest  that  lee- 
tle  hei^p  when  J  was  a^spreadmg  yon  out  ?" 

**  Pshaw,  foojij*'  was  the  muttarod  tfaimder  which  saluted  the 
sergeant  in  reply,  the  captain  fiercely  pressing  forward,  and 
completely  ooyering  the  entrance  as  he  did  so. 

"  Fool  V*  growled  the  sergeant  to  himself.  •*  Well,  that's  for 
aarving  a  pusson  what  don't  desarve  it." 

'*Here  is  some  old  Madeira,  captain,  and  some  Jamaica. 
Please  show  the  way  to  your  friends — my  son  does  not  drink.'* 

•*Why,  ma'am,'*  quoth  Millhouse,  possessing  himself  of  a 
beaker,  and  approaching  the  widow — "you  don*t  mean  to  let 
the  young  man  go  without  a  sodger's  edication." 

"  His  father  was  a  soldier,  8u%  yet  it  was  his  dying  injunction 
that  Arthur  should  never  drink." 

"  Well,  that's  mighty  strange,  I  swow  !  'Twouldn't  ha*  done 
ia  4)ur  sarvice^  where  the  only  way  to  fbrgit  that  you  had  noth- 
ing to  eat,  was  to  git  r'yal  drunk  on  what  you  had.  Here's 
your  health,  ma'am,  and  my  sarvice  to  you,  ma'am,  for  ever." 

Thfe  lady  bowed,  and  PVirgy,  having  refreshed  himself  with 
sueh  a  glass  of  Madeira  as  he'had  not  often  enjoyed  for  years, 
withdrew,  at  a  motion  from  Mrs.  SSveleigfa,  to  an  adjoining  room. 

"  Why,  whar's  the  cAppm  !'*  cried  Millhouse,  who  had  been 
lingering  over  bis  Hquor. 

•*  And  whar's  the  widow,  too  ?"  looking  around  him.  Young 
Arthur  stared  at  tills  faooaJMarity,  but  his  glance  was  not  re- 
uaikM.  by  the  tpe^^,  **  Ah  I  I  se^  i**  he  continued,  with  a 
cbadde.  *'  All's  i%ht !  Lawd,  ef  |)eopIe  only  had  the  scx^e  to 
see  the  thing  what^s  afbre  'em." 

"What  did.yiii  sa^j'sirT'  said^i^ng  Arthuf,  addx^ssin^  tk\r 
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solSoqiiist — and  evidently  60nie?rhat  dabious  that  there  was 
something  offeniive  in  what  he  had  spoken ;  forming  this  con- 
jecture rather  from  the  expression  of  Millhouse'f  face  than  from 
anything' in  his  words. 

"  Oh  !  it's  you,  young  master !  So,  you're  not  to  drink  while 
you  live !  .WMl,  to  a  nan  whose  nater  is  usen'd  to  the  tiling, 
like  mine,  that  would  be  mighty  hard !  But  yfm  don't  feel  the 
hardship  yit ;  and  yon're  young.  But  it's  a  dam'd  sight  better, 
let  me  tell  you,  never  to  I'am  to  like  it,  than  to  long  £or  it  arteiv 
wards  when  it's  not  to  be  got.  That's  a  feeling,  let  me  tell  you, 
for  I've  had  it,  jest  as  much  like  the  devil  having  you  on  an 
eend  and  no  help  for  it,  as  anything  on  this  etarnal  airth.  But, 
Lord,  to  know  as  how  you  kaint  drink  makes  me  a  leetle  thirsty, 
and  ef  it's  your  pleasure,  I'll  score  me  down  two." 

**  If  you  please,  sir,"  answered  the  young  man ;  an  assent  for 
which  the  veteram  did  n6t  Waft.  He  liiul  abneady  prepared  the 
Jamaica.  Lifting  the  draught  wliich  he  had  mixed,  he  pointed 
to.  Lance  Frampton—**  Now,"  said  he— "thar's  one  that  makes 
his  own  law  agin  liquor.  He  won't  taste  a  bit,  but  only  to  pleas- 
are  oompaay,  and  then  he  takes.il  iMOSt  Uke  as  ef  Hwas  physic. 
There's  somethtng  wrong  m  one's  natm,  when  you  see  that.  It's 
a  sign  he  aint  got  nateral  good  taste  and  good  sense.  And  he 
aint.  He's  good  at  a  scout  and  he  kin  shoot  like  blasses,  rifle  or 
In^  .bow ;  and  he's  not  «£ear'd  of  Samson  and  Zebeedee^  the 
FhHistians;  but.  Lord,  that's  all;  he  aint  the  sense;  he  kaint 
see;  kaint  see  some  things  when  tliey're  jest  onder  his  nose,  and 
a'  axjBg  him  to  look  and  be  satisfied." 

Frampton  laughed,  and  Arthur  Eveleigh  followed  his  example. 
The  latter  now  begMi  narrowly  to  consider  Millhouse  as  a  study. 
The  sergeant,  finding  that  he  had  scoured  attention,  strode  the 
floor,  glass  in  hand#  sipping  and  dilating  as  he  went.  At  last, 
finishing  his  glass,  he  said  to  Arthur: — 

**  Your  ma!  she's  out  with  the  eappin  somewhere,  eh  1  They've 
got  some  sly  talking  to  do  together?" 

There  was  a  grin  on  his  face  as  he  spoke,  which  young 
fivelcogh  eoiild  not  comprehend,  and  which  he  did  not  by  any 
mems  relif^.    He  shnply  bowed  affirmatively. 

''Ha!"  said  Millhouse  laying  his  one  hand  on  the  youth's 
shoulder, — "  the  cappin's  the  man  to  show  you  fine  Utings.  He's 
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a  mo6t  wonderful  man,  and  you41  Tai-n  to  like  him  famous, — to 
love  liim  I  may  say*— to  love  him  as  ef  he  was  a  bom  friend,  and 
brother,  an  uncle,  and  a  son, — as  ef  he  was  your  own  bom  fatlier. 
Eeny  young  man  on  this  airth  might  be  happy  to  have  him  for 
a  father!" 

"  Is  ho  drunk  V  queried  Arthur,  when  he  and  Lance  again  got 
out  together,  which  they  did  soon  after. 

"No!"  said  the  other— "it's  only  a  strange  way  he's  got  of 
talking  foolish  things  —  he  don't  know  much  what." 
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Thk  widow  motioned  the  captain  to  a  seat,  and  took  one  neat 
him.  Her  manner  was  full  of  the  sweetest  frankness,  and  an 
easy  familiarity.  With  a  smile^  as  soon  as  he  had  seated  himself^ 
she  said— 

"  Captain  Forgy,  I  am  about  to  take  a  liberty  with  you,  which 
you  must  excuse  on  the  score  of  old  acquaintance,  near  neigh- 
borhood, the  interest  I  feel  in  your  prosperity,  and  the  gratitude 
which  I  owe  you  for  the  great  service  which  you  have  so  lately 
rrndered  me." 

"Do  not  speak  of  that,  Mrs.  Eveleigh — — " 

"  Oh !  but  I  must  speak  of  it,  captam,  in  some  degree  to  justi- 
fy myself,  if  only  (o  myself  for  the  freedom  which  I  take  witii 
you." 

"  Ah  !  madam,"  with  a  courtly  bow  and  expressive  smile,  "yoii 
can  have  no  sufficient  idea  of  the  extent  of  your  own  privilegeSt 
where  I  am  concerned  " 

•'  Thank  you, "  answered  the  lady,  quietly  ;  "  I  am  disposed 
to  pi-esume  upon  them,  and  will  say  what  I  have  to  deliver 
WiUiout  further  apologies." 

"  Pray  do  so,  my  dear  inadam." 
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**  Briefij,  then,  captain,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  embarrass- 
ments  which  environ  yon,  and  the  difficnlties  in  the  way  of  yonr 
SQCcess.  I  know  how  mneh  yon  have  been  a  loser  by  the  war, 
and  how  great  were  your  obligations  before  the  war  began." 

^Ah ! .  madam,  do  not,  I  pray,  remind  me  how  greatly  I  have 
be^i  the  profligate."  , 

^  I  will  not,  nnnecessarily.  You  have  only  committed  a  too 
conmon  oror  of  our  people  in  these  parishes ;  allowing  hospital- 
ity and  good  fellowship  to  fling  prudence  out  of  the  windows. 
Of  course,  you  have  to  pay  the  usual  penalties ;  but  it  is  due  to 
you  that  your  friends  should  see  that  you  do  not  suffer  too  greatly. 
At  this  moment,  what  is  l^t  to  you  of  your  property  can  only 
be  made  of  profit  to  yon,  by  the  help  4»f  a  little  ready  money ; 
and  of  this  commodity  I  suspect,  you  have  ^ot  been  able  to  &id 
enough  in  the  army  chest  of  General  Hanon  to  pay  dp  your  ac- 
count against  the  countiy.  You  have  got  but  little  pay  at  the 
clofle  of  the  war." 

"Not  a  copper,  ma'am!  A  few  guineas, — as  you  have  seen 
— the  loan  of  a  friend,  enough  to  pay  my  way  for  a  week  in  tlie 
city " 

^I  thought  80.  Now  you  will  want  suppUes  &r  the  plantation ; 
clothes  for  the  negroes ;  previsioiaB,  utensilff ;  a  thousand  things 
which  it  should  be  your  policy  to  huy/ar  cash,  at  this  moment 
when  money  is  scarce,  and  the  stock  in  the  city  ia  necessarily 
large.  With  provisions,  I  can  supply  you  on  an  easy  credit ; 
implements  and  utensils  for  working  the  crop,  I  can  lend  you  for 
present  use ;  I  have  a  wagon  to  spare  you  lor  a  seaaon  i  and—" 

"  Ah  !  my  dear  madam,  you  overwhelm  met" 

**Hear  me  out,  captain !  With  all  these  things  I  can  supply 
you  without  the  slightest  inconvenience  myself;  nay,  driving  a 
good  bargain  yith  you  all  the  whfle.  Oh !  you  will  see  that  I 
am  suffieiently  selfish.  True,  I  can  lend  you  second-hand  ploughs 
and  shovels,  hoes  and  axes,  cart  and  wagon ;  but  I  mean  to  sell 
y&n  com  and  bacon  at  a  good  price — " 

"But  the  pay!" 

"  Oh !  I  know  you  have  no  money,  but  you  have  credit — " 

"I  don't  know--" 

^Yes,  you  have  ;  with  me,  at  least,  captain,  and  you  must  use 
it      You  shall  have  corn  and  fodder,  rioe  and  bacon,  on  loan,  or 
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oil  a  credit^  m  you  tiunk  proper.  If  yon  make  a  good  evop  this 
sea8en>  return  me  what  jou  horxoWf  if  you  can  ;  if  not,  you  efaall 
l>ay  me,  token  aUct  at  the  present  ratee  £or  tlK^se  artides/' 

"  You  ai-e  very  indulgent,  my  dear  madam,  but-*-" 

'*  Hear. me  a  little  farther.  I  must  have  no  '  huts.'  You  will 
need  money  in  the  city.  You  might  borrow  it  tliere,  pouildy ; 
though  that  is  very  doubtfol  at  this  momwot.  Bst  it  is  fortunate 
that  I  can  help  you  to  a  sum  adequate  to  yom*  aeceflattes  and 
wants," 

«« My  dear  Mrs.  E^eleigh— " 

^  Stop,  captain,  lot  me  do  the  talking  for  awhile,  if  oaly  in  the 
assertion  of  my  fBminine  priyilege.  Wait  till  I  confest  to  the. ex- 
haustion of  my  budget,  and  you  oau  then  pioeeed  to  show  the 
contents  of  yours.  I  baTie  some  money  not  only  to  spare,  b«t 
some  that  I  desire  to  lend.  I  wish  it  oat  at  intetest.  I  wkrii  it 
safely  invested.  It  is  no  great  deal,  yet  I  should  not  like  io  k>ee 
it.  It  will  be  safe  in  your  hands.  I  can  let  you  haive  five  bna 
dred  goineas." 

Porgy 's  faee  saddened.  His  head  drooped  kito  his  pahns.  •  For 
a  moment  he  was  silent.     Then  raising  his  head,  he  said — 

'^This  is  a  great  kindness,  Mrs.  Eveleigfa,  which  is  more  pre- 
<aous  to  me  by  far  than  the  possession  of  all  your  wealth.  It 
touches  mO)  my  dear  madam,  to  tl&e  soul.  It  takes  from  me  the 
power  to  answer.  How  shall  I  answer  —  how  deolare  my 
Uionghts,  my  dunks,  my  gratitude — '* 

**  It  is  my  -turn,  npw  to  employ  your  own  langoage.  Not  a 
word  of  gratitiide.  Let  us  epeak  of  this  only  in  the  way  of  bu- 
siness. It  is  a  bustnees  transaotaon  simply.  I  liave  money  to  put 
ont  at  interest,  and  you  would  borrow  money.  You  shall  have 
mine«^" 

**  Here,  again,  my  dear  madam,  I  must  faker.  I  certainly  do 
need  money,  but  it  will  be  at  the  lender'd  pedl  that  he  lends.  I 
have  no  security  to  offer.'' 

**  What !  With  one  of  the  best  rica^plantations  along  the  rhner, 
and  twenty-five  negroes]" 

**  Ah  I  madam^  .yon  know  not  half  of  my  iU<^ortune.  You  do 
not  know  that  my  plantation  is  mortgaged  to  a  Toraciout  credi* 
t<Mr,  for  thrice  its  value,  and  that  this  mortgage  pressed,  «t  this 
jnnctee,  will  swallow  every  negro  that  I  own." 
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^  I  know  tbe  whole*— the  wojrst !  I  know  that  you  are  at  tbo 
mercy  of  one  M'Eewn,  a  perBon  who  ie  supposed  to  s)k>w  no 
metcj  if  a  iMJ£ah  policy  prompts  tbe  other  way ;  I  know  that  he 
has  alien  npon  your  plantactton,  to  a  far  greaitea-  amount  than  the 
place  will  sell  for ;  but  I  also  understand ^  captam,  4nat  he  has  no 
lien  upon  your  negroes—*" 
>  "Ah!  madam,  hftw  is  that?" 

"  Tiiese  are  not  mortgaged.  They  will  become  liable  for  your 
debt  %io  M^Kewn  should  he  obtain  a  judgment  against  you,  and  a 
part  of  my  sdieme  is  4o  make  you  ioiriebted  (a  met  that  we  may 
save  these  negroes  Jrom  him.  You  shall  hoirow  my  money,  buy 
my  com  and  bacon,  and  give  me  a  mortgage  upon  the  negroes, 
which  shall  at  all  oveota  secure  them  from  bim."    • 

*•  You  4Mre  my  saving  angeL  By  Jove,  my  d^r  madam*  you 
take  me  fron  out. of  the  depths.  I  haive  been  dei^nding,  in 
the  very  slough  of  despalY,  for  a  week  past.  You  hold  me  up 
by  the  locks  while  drowning.  I  accept  your  oifer.  Now  that  1 
can  give  you  security,  I  will  take  your  loan.  God  bless  you, 
my  dear  Mn.  Eveleigb,  you  have  made  my  heart  of  a  sudden 
very  light" 

The  eaptain  caught  the  widow's  hAnd»  carried  it  to  hb  lips, 
and  kiflised  it  fervently^  At  that  moment,  he  thought  it  the 
piseltiest  and  whitest  hand  he  had  ever  seen.  When  he  looked 
up,the  wadow  «faw  the  moistmre  in  his  eyes,  but,  like  a  considerate 
lady,,  took  no  heed  of  it.  She  proceeded  wilihout  sacming  con- 
scious of  his  raptures. 

**  This  undeiistood,  dapMin,  let  usi  see  how  the  arrangement  can 
be  carried  out.  In  antipipation  of  your  acceptance  of  my  propo- 
sition, I  had  prepared  these  letters^  Here  is  one  for  Saunders  & 
Dart,  which  wiU  proeure  fpr  you  five,  hundred  guiiieas,  or  even 
more  should  you  need  it,  on  your  giving  a  mortgage  upon  a  suffi* 
cient  number  of  ya^  slayes,  th^  value  to  be  estimated  at  the 
present  market  prieea." 

'*  You  shall  have  a  mortgage  upon  them  all,  my  dear  madam." 

The  widow  smiled. 

"  Not  so,  C(a^in.  You  forget  that  twenty-flve  x*egifoes  are 
worth  a  great  deal  more." 

"  True ;  bnt  I  prefer  that  they  should  be  secured  to  you,  lest 
they  hXk  into  worse  hsmds." 
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"  But  my  dear  bit,  suppose  I  wei'e  to  dw,  wliat  woidd  be  your 
Hecurity  ?     My  lien  would  be  a  valid  one." 

"  My  security  is  in  your  son.  Yon  have  only  to  confide  to  hhn 
the  transaction.  I  huve  every  confidence  that  a  son,  trained  by 
you,  must  be  a  youth  of  honor." 

The  widow  looked  at  the  speaker  with  affectionate  gravity. 

"  Be  it  so,"  she  said ;  "  I  will,  however,  see  that  there  shall  be 
a  legal  security  which  shall  protect  you,  even  from  my  son. 
Here  ill  another  letter  which  I  should  suppose  scarcely  neccs* 
sary,  since  you,  yourself,  must  know  the  party  to  whom  it  is 
addressed." 

Porgy  read  the  address— 

"*  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney!' — surely,  I  know  him  w^l. 
We  have  served  together !   I  knew  him  well  before  the  war." 

"  Nevertheless,  take  the  letter*  and  confide  your  legal  diffi- 
culties to  him.  He  must  save  you  from  M'fekewn,  if  possible. 
He  can  do  so,  if  anybody  can.  I  have  already 'spoken  td  him 
of  your  affairs ;  do  you  get  him  to  revise  your  accounts  with 
M'Kewn.  Tb^e  are  some  pai-tieulai*s,  in  respect  to  this  man, 
which  move  me  to  suspect  him  of  great  frauds  in  your  case  and 
that  of  other  persons.  AC  present,  I  will  say  nothuig  of  what  I 
know  or  suspect;  but  if  I  could  recover  the  box  which  wan 
stolen  from  me  the  other  day  by  these  outlaws,  I  could  show 
you  a  paper  wbich,  I  think,  would  give  us  a  hold  upon  this 
person,  H'Kewn,  by  which  we  should  compel  him  to  come  to 
reasonable  terms.  But  it  is  needless  that  we  should  speak  of  this 
now.   Here  ai«  the  letters.    I  have  said  all  that  I  have  to  say.*' 

"  You  have  saved  me,  Mi*6.  Eveleigh.  What  woman  would 
liave  done  for  me  what  yoa  have  done  f* 

"  Many,  I  trust ;  knowing  the  circumstances,  and  in  the  same 
condition  to  serve  you." 

The  captain  shook  his  head,  and,  taking  her  hand,  sidd — 

''  You  are  a  wonder  of  a  widow !  You  have  the  soul  of  a 
man !" 

She  smiled. 

**  I  suppose  I  must  take  such  a  speech  as  a  compliment,  com- 
ing fi*om  one  of  the  masculine  gender." 

•*  Ah  I"  said  he,  "you  know  what  I  mean!  You  are  not  a  giH 
•not  a  child — not  frivolous  or  feeble.    You  have  a  soul !    Yoii 
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bare  eamestiiess  and  simplicity,  and  tliese  make  sincenty  of 
character.     You  have  faith,  too,  and — " 

^  Which,  by  the  way,  captain,  is  not  often  a  manly  virtue. — 
There,  I  fancy,  is  where  our  sex  has  the  advantage  of  yours. 
Yon,  perhaps,  are  an  exception.  Here,  for  example,  you  are  wil- 
ling to  trust  me  and  my  boy,  with  all  your  property,  without  any 
security." 

'*  Ah,  madam,  I  could  cheerfully  give  it  to  you  both,  did  you 
need  it.  The  pleasurable  feeling  of  sweet  faith  and  confidence, 
and  generous  unreserve,  and  liberal  sympathy,  which  you  have 
this  day  shown  me,  is  more  grateful  to  me  than  any  amount  of 
wealth  or  money.  I  now  know  where  I  can  confide.  I  feel,  too, 
that  there  is  one,  at  least,  who  can  confide  in  me.  We  do  not 
watch  each  other  as  victims,  or  as  birds  of  prey ;  seeking  to  de* 
vour,  fearing  to  be  devoured.  Madam,  if  you  will  permit  me,  I 
will  be  your  friend — your  friend." 

She  gave  him  her  hand. 

"  No  more  now,  captain ;  let  us  go  to  the  hall,  I  hear  the 
dinner  signal." 

They  rose ;  she  led  the  way  out,  but  paused  at  the  door. 

**  By  the  way,  captain,  your  one-armed  soldier  seems  a  very 
queer  creature." 

The  captain  seemed  annoyed,  and  peered  into  the  eyes  of  the 
widow*  as  if  to  fathom  the  extent  of  her  discoveries  or  her 
mspicions. 

*♦  Yes,"  said  hey  "  a  very  queer  creature.  He  will  say  many 
things  to  surprise  you.  Army  life  sometimes  spoils  a  good  fellow, 
who,  if  he  remained  humble*  might  be  a  favorite.  Don't  heed 
him,  I  pray  you.  He  is  good  enough  in  his  way — devoted  to 
me — imprudently  devoted,  I  may  say  ;  and  sometimes  officious 
enough  to  save  me  against  my  will." 

"  Biirely,  you  should  not  complain  of  such  officiousness." 

*'  I  don't  know  !  One  would  havo  a  vote  in  these  matters.  The 
fergeant's  friendship  is  not  sufficiently  indulgent  Still,  he  is  de- 
voted to  me — would  die  for  me,  without  a  murmur,  and  fight  for 
me  to  the  last ;  but  the  scoundrel  wants  to  Mnk  for  ine/also ; 
and  that  is  an  offence — if  the  thing  were  not  so  ridiculous — that 
I  should  not  much  tolerate  His  misfortune  is  not  to  know  how 
much  a  simpleton  he  is." 
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*'  Simpleton !  I  should  suppose  him  rather  shrewd  than  sim- 
ple/' said  the  widow,  with  a  smile. 

"  Yes ;  he  is  shrewd  after  a  fashion  ^^  shrewd  ii^  all  tliose  re- 
spects which  belong  to  his  mode  of  life,  and  the  narrow  range  of 
his  intellect  He  is  shrewd,  like  the  beaver  or  the  possuvn : 
knows  how  to  find  a  shelter  for  his  hide,  and  ean  find,  by  instiBCt. 
where  the  com  and  acorn  may  be  gathered.  He  will  house  and 
lure,  while  I  should  freeze  and  starve,  perhaps.  It  is  his  misfor- 
tune that  his  sharpness  has  stimulated  his  self-esteem,  as  is  usual- 
ly die  case  with  persons  of  his  class  who  prove  successffd.  If» 
for  example  he  should  drive  a  great  baigain  in  rice  or  bntten  he 
would  juBt  as  lief  explain  the  law  to  Ootesworth  Pinekney,  as 
to  Tom,  my  cook.  Ten  to  one  should  he  see  yon  at  the  harpsi- 
chord, he  will  give  you  a  lessen  in  music." 

"  I  shall  be  careful  how  I  affDrd  him  the  chance." 

''  He  is  only  a  grub,  a  human  grub,  with  a  monetrous  iustkiet 
for  acquisition  and  saving ;  no  more ;  but  withal  useful,  and  to 
be  cheri8l)e4'**-at  a  distance*  I  have  sufiGsred  him  to  come  too 
near,  and  familiarity  has  somewhat^  blunted  me  to  his  obtnmve- 
ness.  I  see  the  evil  of  it  only  when  he  cornea  in  contact  with 
otheis.  He  has  been  faithful,  however,  and  I  can  not  cast  him 
off.     As  long  as  I  have  a  home,  he  must  share  it" 

'*  Fordham  tells  me  that  he  is  to  be  your  overseer." 

"  He  volunteered ;  insists  that  he  knows  all  about  it ;  and  has 
set  his  heart  so  completely  upon  it,  that,  even  if  I  wished  it  etk- 
erwiee,  I  eocdd  not  well  deny  him.  At  all  t/renta,  I  will  give 
him  a  fair  trial  this  season." 

"  Fordham  will  cheerfully  amst  him." 

"  Oh  !  bless  you,  he  fancies  he  can  teabh  Fordham  his  bnsi- 
nesB.    I  toll  yon  he  is  a  simpleton." 

**  But  he  must  not  be  suffered  to  ruin  your  crop." 

"  Fordham  shall  assist  me,  with  a  hint,  should  there  be  any 
reason  to  mspeet  this  danger.  Meantime,  dear  madam,  please 
give  the  fellow  no  heed.  He  will  say  many  things  that  wiU 
startle,  if  not  offend.  But  the  blockhead  means  no  eviL— Will 
yott  take  my  arm  ?" 
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CHAPTER    XLIX. 

TUB   SEBUBANT   PUTS   A   SPOKE   IN   THE   CAPTAIN'S   WHESL. 

As  the  captain  and  the  widow  emerged  ft^in  the  inner  room 
into  the  hall,  they  discovered  the  sergeant  pacing  to  and  fro, 
around  the  apartment.  As  soon  as  he  saw  them,  he  exclaimed, 
almost  loud  enough  for  everybody  to  hear — 

"  Ann  in  arm,  by  the  pipers.     Lord !  how  the  world  moves !" 

And  he  advanced  to  them,  bowing,  with  the  most  complacent 
grin. 

"  Dinner  is  a-waiting,  I'm  a-thinking ;  but  Lord  !  there's  some 
business  that  mus*n't  be  hurried.  A  man  must  take  his  time, 
ma'am,  in  some  things,  even  though  the  roast-beef  is  a-cooling  on 
the  dish.    Eh,  cappin !" 

And,  wheeling  to  leeward  of  the  captain,  as  he  spoke,  he 
thrust  the  stump  of  his  game-arm  into  the  ribs  of  his  superior. 
Porgy  turned  quickly,  and  gave  the  subordinate  a  look  speaking 
daggers ;  but  the  other  only  grinned. 

"  All  right,  I  see  !"  Isaid  he,  "  thar's  the  track.  Go  ahead !  — 
Dinner  below !  I've  been  down  a'ready  to  see  how  it's  laid  out. 
Things  look  mighty  nice.  Good  management  in  this  house. — 
Boast-beef  for  dinner ; — a  round  of  corn-beef —  aho  !  Tongue ! 
cabbage !  potatoes !  Seen  'em  all  in  the  kitchen.  Woman 
cook !  Had  a  talk  with  her.  Good  cook  enough ;  but  scolds 
like  thunder,  and  lays  on  with  a  double  fist  when  the  boy  don't 
Hy. — Hem  ! — How  she  kin  laugh  !  It's  a  sensible  woman  that 
laughs  out  free.     Sign  there  ain't  no  vinegar  in  the  nater." 

Such — as  the  widow  and  Porgy  led  the  way  into  the  basement 
— was  the  running  fire  of  speech  which  the  sergeant  kept  up 
audible  to  all.  The  widow  laughed  outright  as  she  listened,  and, 
though  somewhat  startled  by  the  meny  peal  which  he  heard, 
we  yet  see  that  the  reflections  which  it  provoked  in  the  mind  of 
the  old  soldier  were  not  of  a  disagreeable  nature.  Lance  Framp- 
ton  and  young  Eveleigh  followed  ;  the  latter  wondering,  as  well 
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lie  niigLf  at  tht  Kpecch  and  conduct  of  Millhouse;  bnt  satisfied 
to  think,  with  Frampton,  that  he  was  simply  silly  and  with  no 
harm  in  him.  The  dinner-table  was  8pi*ead  as  the  pai-ties  en- 
tered the  saloon.  The  sergeant  has  already  given  us  a  notion 
of  the  viands  put  before  them.  The  widow  took  her  seat  at  one 
end  of  the  table ;  her  son  at  the  other ;  Porgy  occupied  a  side 
to  himself,  while  the  lieutenant  and  sergeant  took  the  othcir.  A 
couple  of  livened  servants  were  in  waiting.  The  lady  herself 
pronounced  a  grace,  and  the  proceedings  began.  Porgy  was  in 
good  spirits.  His  mind  was  somewhat  relieved  of  its  troubles, 
and  the  sight  of  dinner  was  calculated  always  to  give  it  anima- 
tion. The  return  to  well-known  aspects  of  civilization,  so  differ- 
ent from  his  camp  cxpenencc,  was  also  a  source  of  unspeakable 
satisfaction. 

"  Ah  !  madam  !"  said  he,  **  I  feel,  as  I  look  around  me,  that  I 
may  once  more  become  a  gentleman.  I  have  been  little  more 
than  a  savage  for  the  lasl  ^\e  years.  The  camp  makes  sad 
havoc  in  the  tastes  of  a  gentleman.  Rough  fare,  rough  usage, 
the  bare  earth  for  a  ttible,  lean  beef,  bad  soup,  no  bread,  fre- 
qaently  no  salt,  and  bad  cooking — these  are  enough  to  endanger 
aay  man's  humanity.  Talk  of  patnotism  as  you  will,  but,  truth 
io  speak,  we  pay  a  monstrous  high  pi-ice  for  it  in  such  conditions 
itS  we  have  been  subjected  to  in  this  warfaie." 

'*  But  it  does  so  sweeten  the  heart,  cappin,  when  we  gita  a 
good  dinner  like  this  here,  at  the  last.  Now,  tliis  is  what  1  caUs 
<i  raal  good  dinner.  Madam  Eb'leigh.  That  roast  is  done  jest  to 
u  right  brownness ;  though  I  was  beginning  to  git  mighty  jubons 
that  it  would  be  overdone,  a-waiting  for  you  and  the  cappin.  I 
wa;j  beginning  to  think  that  you  was  a-sarving  the  cook  o/ijustly. 
Now,  you've  got  a  mighty  good  cook,  for  a  woman.  She  aiu*t 
edzactly  up  to  our  Tom,  I'm  a-thinking ;  but  then  Tom's  a  mer- 
racle  of  a  cook,  and  at  stew,  roast,  brile  or  bake,  he  ain't  got  his 
match,  I've  a  notion,  in  the  whole  country.  But  yoiu"  cook'U 
do.  She's  monstrous  cross  and  ugly.  I  hed  a  talk  with  her  in 
the  kitchen  afore  dinner — but  she  knows  how  to  do  a  thing,  and 
the  way  she  makes  the  leetle  niggers  fly,  is  a  sensible  sight  for 
any  man  that  wants  to  know  how  a  nigger  ought  to  be  managed. 
Now,  ef  she  was  about  six  months  under  our  Tom,  he'd  inak« 
her  fuss -rate." 
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llic  sergeant  made  tbis  long  speech  while  waiting  upon 
Krampton,  who,  on  public  occasions,  like  the  present,  officiated 
as  his  carrer.  This  duty  was  not  often  needM  m  camp  where 
one  grasped  his  bannock  ui  one  hand  and  his  slice  of  bacon  in 
the  other ;  where  the  carver  was  as  frequently  the  broadsword 
as  tlie  knife,  and  the  Angers  supplied  all  deficiency  of  forks. 
Mrs.  £veleigh  smiled  as  she  answered— 

*•  Old  Peggy  would  scarcely  tolerate  being  sent  to  seliool  at 
this  time  of  day,  even  to  such  a  proficient  as  the  captain's  Tom. 
She  has  as  rare  an  ofnuion  of  her  01/111  merits  a?  a  cook,  as  if  she 
had  graduated  with  all  the  honors  fifty  yeara  ago.  But  I  have 
no  doubt  of  Tom's  superior  merits.  Colonel  Singleton  has  been 
frequent  in  his  praises,  and  Gotesworth  Pinckney  imists  upon 
him  as  beyond  all  comparison  in  a  terraphi  stew.'* 

**  Pinckney  knows/*  said  Porgy,  "  if  any  man.  He  has  a 
proper  taste  for  the  creature  comforts,  and  has  done  me  the  bou  • 
or,  frequently,  to  discuss  with  me  Tom's  performances  in  tiiis 
preparation.  But  *old  Peggy'  needn't  fear  comparison  with 
anybody.  This  beef  is  excellent.  Pray,  Mrs.  Eveleig^,  how 
did  you  save  your  cattle  fi-om  the  maraudera." 

"  As  I  saved  everything  else,  captain,  by  having  fi-iends  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  The  leading  whigs  were  personally 
friendly ;  while  the  rank  and  position  of  my  husband,  in  the 
British  army,  secuied  me  protection  on  that  quarter.  He  was 
intimate,  besides,  with  General  Leslie,  and  this  was  of  great  im- 
portance to  my  interests.  Since  the  general  has  been  in  com- 
mand, I  have  lost  nothing.  The  result,  I  confess,  has  made  me 
s<imewhat  unpatriotic.  I  supplied  the  enemy  with  aid  and  comfort, 
hut  always,  in  the  phrase  of  the  tradesmen,  for  a  considerati^m. 
I  sold  cattle  and  rice  to  the  commissaries,  and  always  got  die 
first  prices.  I  thought  it  better  wisdom  to  do  this,  than  nuike 
enemies  by  refusing,  and  have  my  cattle  diiven  off,  and  my 
bouses  burnt.  The  war,  accordingly,  which  has  nuned  so  many 
has  made  my  fortune." 

"Well,  ma'am,  ef  you'll  jest  listen  to  me,  you'll  be  axing  how 
you're  to  keep  the  fortin !  It's  a  mighty  deal  easier  to  make  a 
fiortin  than  to  keep  it.  I  reckon  thar's  few  women  that  km  keep 
what  they  makes.  It's  for  them  to  find  out  the  right  sort  of 
hands  to  put  it  in     Ef  they  truhls  tbcmbclves  it's  a-most  always 
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rare  to  slip  through  their  fingers.  All  women  ought  to  have  « 
guardef«i,  by  law  and  natnr'.  And  the  gnaidccn,  in  course,  ought 
to  be  a  man-body.  Now  the  nateral  needcessity  of  a  woman,  I 
may  say,  jest  so  soon  as  she  gits  old  enough,  is  to  git  a  husband. 
A  husband  is  the  only  nateral  guardeen  of  a  grown  woman ;  and 
when  she's  so  foolish  that  she  hems  and  haws  about  it,  the  law, 
or,  if  thar*s  no  law,  the  gov'nor,  the  gineral,  or  whatever's  the 
offcer  in  command,  he  ought  to  look  through  the  ranks,  and 
pick  her  out  the  right  sawt  of  a  man.  That's  what  I  say  ought 
to  be  the  way  in  eveiy  well-regilated  family  or  country." 

Having  made  this  significant  and  philosophical  speech,  the 
sergeant  pHed  his  fork  in  his  plate  and  gave  his  tongue  a  brief 
respite.  The  lady  looked  at  the  captain,  whose  consternation 
,  and  chagrin,  apparent  in  his  face,  gave  it  the  most  lugubrious 
expi-ession ;  she  smiled,  and  her  blue  eyes  twinkled  memly ;  and 
he,  unable  to  control  the  sudden  impulse,  laid  down  knife  and 
fork,  and  turst  into  an  uncontrollable  fit  of  laughter.  Tlie  widow 
felt  the  contagious  influence  and  yielded  to  it.  She  laughed 
with  the  fi*ank,  hearty,  impulsive  spirit  of  girlhood.  Arthur 
Eveleigh  looked  at  both  bewildered;  but  Lance  Frampton, 
catching  faint  glimpses  of  the  sergeant's  impudent  absurdities, 
and  taking  his  cue  from  his  superiors,  chuckled  in  under  tones, 
as  in  due  respect  for  the  company.  Millhouse  looked  up  with 
astonishment,  fork  in  hand,  prongs  upward,  and  a  huge  gobbet 
of  roast-beef  hangmg  from  them  at  the  openmg  doorways  of  his 
jaws. 

"  Well,  I'd  jest  like  to  know  what's  the  fun  about !  I  kain't 
see  edzactly,  but  I  reckon,  now,  it's  something  I've  been  a-say- 
ing,  and  I  don't  see  what  I've  said  so  cur'ous.  What's  it  ?  1 
only  said  that  a  grown  woman,  with  a  fortm,  ought  to  hev'  a 
guardeen,  and  I  says  that  it's  only  nateral  she  should ;  and  who's 
to  be  her  guardeen,  but  a  man-body,  what  kin  take  cai-e  of  lier 
and  her  property ;  and  what  man-body  but  her  husband.  A;/ 
what's  to  laugh  at  in  all  that,  is  what  I  don't  edzactly  see." 

"That's  good  logic,  sergeant,  whatever  we  may  say  for  tlio 
philosophy,"  quoth  Porgy. 

"  Well,  I  don't  mean  it  for  any  logic  or  philos'phy ;  but  I 
mean  it  for  the  natiral  law  in  the  case  ;  the  straight  fora'd  up 
and  down,  sense  and  the  religion  and  the  reason  of  the  thing ; 
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aiid  if  it  aiu't  all  them,  why  I  -ain't  fit  to  know  nothing  about 
man  and  woman  in  this  breathing  world,  that's  so  full  of  them. 
I've  sarved,  Madam  Eb'leigh,  in  many  sitiwations,  and  that's 
why  I've  I'araed  to  know  more  things  than  other  pussons ;  and 
what  I  say  to  you  that's  strange  to  your  way  of  feeling  and 
thinking,  is,  prehaps,  only  bekase  you  hain't  seed  so  much  of 
this  airth,  and  the  people  in  it,  as  I've  seed  and  know'd.  But 
what  I  says,  I  don't  mean  for  no  offence,  ma'am,  though,  moutbe, 
the  wisdom  of  the  thing  is  what  you  hain't  quite  come  up  to, 
being  a  woman  body,  and  not  having  an  equal  chance  with  Mre 
men  pussons." 

"  Oh !  no  offence,  sergeant  j  on  the  contraiy,  I  am  very  much 
pleased  at  the  novelty  of  your  suggestions.  They  are,  certainly, 
rather  n^w  to  me " 

"  I  reckon'd  as  how  they  would  be,  ma'am.  I  hain't  often 
found  the  pusson,  man  or  woman,  that  know'd  quite  as  much  as 
me,  and  that's  maybe,  bekase  they  hain't  had  the  chaince.  Ton 
ladies,  hain't  much  chaince  in  this  world  to  I'am  much  about  it, 
seeing  as  how  you  lives  pretty  much  to  yourselves ;  and  bekase 
when  men  talks  to  you,  they  us'ally  talks  about  foolish  things ; 
music  and  dancing,  and  dress,  and  how  people  looks  and  talks, 
and  what  they  says  of  one  another  and  themselves.  But,  I  don't 
mprove,  no  how,  of  that  way  of  talking.  I  don't  see,  bekaise  a 
woman's  a  woman,  that  she  shouldn't  I'ara  to  be  sensible  like  us 
men.  But  ef  what  I  says  is  onpleasant  to  you,  I'll  stop.  I  don't 
mean  no  offence,  no  how,  as  I'm  a  free  white  pusson,  and  a 
Bodger  of  liberty." 

*•  Surely,  no  offence,  sei*geant ;  I  beg  that  you  will  go  on.  I 
like  to  hear  your  views  of  these  subjects." 

Porgy  gave  the  widow  an  appealing  look,  but  her  eyes 
twinkled  back  with  glances  of  mischievous  meniment.  The 
worthy  'captain,  by  way  of  a  diversion,  seized  the  decanter. 

•*  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  may  I  take  wine  with  you  ?" 

The  widow  graciously  accorded  the  desired  permission,  anl 
the  parties  bowed  and  sipped. 

•*  Help  yourself  with  wine.  Lieutenant  Frampton ;  Sergeant 
Miller,  perhaps — " 

"  MiO-Acm^e,  ma'am,  ef  you  please.'' 

"  Pardon  me,  sergeant — " 
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"  Oh  !  no  offence,  ma'am ;  only  you  see,  tUere  was  one  M^iller 
of  the  Pennsylvany  Line?  that  was  hung  up  for  lying  and  steal- 
ing and  sich  like  treasonable  offences.  He  was  a  sort  of  Gineral 
Amold  for  rapscalties,  and  I  don*t  like  to  have  my  name  called 
after  him." 

"  I*m  very  sorry,  Sergean  WH-hotise ;  but  perhaps,  you  will 
join  Lieutenant  Frampton." 

"Thank  you,  ma*am  j  but  of  you  please,  I'd  much  prefer  tn 
hev'  you  for  a  pai*tner;  and,  ef  you'd  let  me,  I'd  rcther  try  m// 
liquor  out  of  this  here  diccanter** —  touching  the  Jamaica.  "  This 
old  rum  seems  the  nateral  drink  of  a  sodger.  Tlie  wine  is  a 
trifling  sort.of  liquor  thaffe  made,  I'm  a-thinking,  most  for  tlie 
use  of  women." 

"  As  you  please,  sergeant.  Your  good  health,  sir,  and  much 
happiness."  * 

"  The  same  to  you,  ma'am.  A  lady  of  your  fortiu'  desarves 
all  sorts  of  happiness,  but,  as  I've  been  saying,  thar's  no  safety 
for  the  for  tin',  and  I  may  say  thar's  but  lee  tie  cha/nce  for  hap- 
piness, to  any  grown  woman,  onless  she  has  a  nateral  guai*deen, 
and  that  guardeen  ought  to  be  a  good  husband ;  and  ef  I  was 
the  woman,  Madam  Eb'leigh,  to  choose,  I'd  be  for  taking  my 
husband  oui  of  the  ai-my.  A  sodger,  who  is  an  off'cei*,  is  about 
the  best  of  guardeens  for  a  woman.  He's  naterally  use  to  com- 
mand, you  see,  and  he'll  keep  all  things  straight.  Ef  so  be  you 
was  invaded,  why,  here  he  is  on  the  spot  to  defend  the  post,  and 
rigilate  the  garrison,  and  train  the  troops,  even  though  they  be 
only  nigger  troops;  and  to  cany  'em  into  battle  with  a  hollering 
and  a  whooping  that'll  make  the  inimy  trimble.  Lord,  ma'am, 
thar's  no  telling  the  vartues  of  such  a  guai'deen  in  a  family. 
He'll  fight  the  enemy  till  all  smokes  ag'in,  and,  same  time,  he'll 
ke«p  the  garrison  in  right  order,  ready,  at  the  word  of  command 
whether  it's  to  fight  or  run.  I  wish  you,  ma'am,  a  nateral  guar- 
deen, from  the  line  of  the  army,  for  the  pwrtection  of  your  family 
and  foilm' !" 

Thus  speaking,  the  sergeant  waved  his  glass  to  the  lady,  and 
swallowed  the  contents  of  the  tumbler  at  one  gulph. — His  eyes 
next  sought  the  countenance  of  his  captain,  and  he  was  taken 
aback  by  the  mixed  look  of  horror  and  anger  whicV  he  there 
beheld.    He  could  not  understand  the  expression  at  all.     He 
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fancied  he  had  been  doing  the  thing  most  handsomely,  and  that 
he  fihonld  thereby  secure  the  cnptain's  eternal  gratitude.  He 
had  somehow  received  the  impression  that  Porgy  was  rather  a 
bashfxil  person^among  women,  and  he  felt  that  it  was  a  becoming 
duty  on  his  part,  to  help  him  foi-ward,  and  make  the  way  clear 
before  him.  That  he  should  have  only  annoyed  and  mortified 
him  never 'occurred  to  him  for  a  single  moment;  and  he  did  not 
even  now,  while  he  watched  the  looks  of  his  superior,  fancy  for 
a  second  that  he  had  given  any  cause  for  the  expression  of 
countenance  which  he  saw  him  wear.  He  rather  thought  that 
the  captain  labored  under  some  sudden  indisposition. 

"  Air  you  sick,  cappin  ?  You  look  so.  Somethings  disagreed 
with  you,  I  reckon." 

**  I  should  think  so !"  answered  Porgy,  with  an  audible  groan. 

"  Take  some  of  that  Jamaica,"  cried  the  veteran,  pushing  the 
decanter  across  the  table.  "  It's  that  Frenchified  stuff  you've 
been  a-drinking.  I  never  did  hev'  any  opinion  of  that  sort  of 
washj  liquor.     Tiy  the  Jamaica." 

"Not  a  drop,  sir!"  answered  the  captain,  sternly,  pushing  the 
bottle  from  him.  "  Not  a  drop.  You  cannot  know  what^s  the 
matter,  sir :  if  you  could " 

Porgy  arrested  himself.  Speech  and  look  were  equally  tending 
to  an  explosion.     Millhouse  very  complacently  responded  — 

*•  Well,  thar's  mighty  few  cases  of  trouble  in  the  body,  that  I 
kain't  know  what  to  do  for.  There's  the  stomach  and  the  liver, 
and  the  witals, — why,  cappin,  for  any  trouble  in  either  of  them, 
there's  no  physic  like  Jamaica.  Sometimes  it's  aif  inside,  some- 
times it's  an  outside,  epplication ;  but  eveiy  way  it's  a-most  al- 
ways good.  I  don't  mean  to  say,  Madam  Eb'leigh,  that  it's  so 
good  as  Madara  for  troubles  of  women  as  for  the  troubles  of  men ; 
but  I'd  rether  resk  my  chainces  on  Jamaica,  than  on  eeny  other 
physic  I  ever  seed.  It's  most  powerful  vartious  in  curing  me  of 
my  troubles.     Why,  ma'am,  when  it's  the  bowels,  we'll  say — " 

"  Sergeant  Millhouse !"  cried  Porgy,  in  a  voice  of  thunder. 

**  Cappin !" 

**  Silence  in  the  ranks,  sir !" 

••  I'm  shet  up !"  responded,  sotto  voccy  the  military  martinet,  now 
i«ttefied  that  the  captain  had  misconceived  some  of  those  sugges- 
tions which  he  had  put  forth  for  his  good.    He  pitied  his  inexpe- 
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rieoce*  looked  at  him  with  a  respectful  sort  of  sorrow,  then  dashed 
his  fork  iuto  the  meats  of  his  plate,  and  proceeded  to  give  his 
teeth  double  exercise  for  the  rigorous  inactivity  imposed  upon  his 
tongue.  Meanwhile  Porgy  groaned  again  aloud,  in  utter  vexa 
tion  of  spirit.  He  could  eat  no  more.  His  appetite  was  utterly 
gone,  and  as  he  gazed  upon  the  tuitasted  good  things  before  him, 
which  he  had  no  longer  the  disposition  to  touch,  he  felt  that  he 
could  never  forgive  the  offender. 

"  You  do  not  eat,  captain,"  said  the  widow,  with  interest,  the 
pleasant  light  still  in  her  eye,  in  which  the  worthy  captain  of 
,pai*tisans  read  enough  for  his  discomfiture.  He  fancied  that  the 
widow  comprehended  the  whole  game  of  the  sergeant,  and  nat- 
urally dreaded  lest  she  should  suspect  how  greatly  she  had  been 
tlie  subject  of  their  conferences  and  calculations.  Her  late  gener- 
ous treatment  of  him  and  sympathy  in  his  affairs,  rendered  the 
doubt  trebly  oppressive  and  painful.  At  all  events,  Millhouse 
was  silenced,  though  the  result  was  reached  by  a  process  which, 
sufficiently  legitimate  in  c^imp,  was  hardly  to  be  justified  at  the 
dinner-table,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  lady.  The  widow  felt  very 
much  like  protesting  against  the  assertion  of  military  inile  at  her 
board,  and  by  one  of  her  guests ;  and  was  half  tempted  by  the 
spirit  of  mischief  to  set  the  sergeant  again  free,  by  provoking 
him  to  farther  revelations  of  his  peculiar  philosopfiy.  But  she 
felt  that  the  annoyance  of  Porgy  had  been  sufficient,  and  was 
rather  apprehensive  that,  with  so  blunt  a  speaker  as  Millhouse, 
whose  experience  was  so  various,  and  whose  knowledge  was  so 
universal,  sh^,  herself,  might  come  in  for  a  share  of  the  disquiet 
which  oppressed  the  captain.  But  she  employed  her  art,  success- 
fully, in  dissipating  the  cloud  about  her  company,  and  Poi'gy  re- 
covered after  awhile,  sufficiently  to  unite  with  her  in  the  effort. 
It  was  of  no  small  importance  to  the  object,  that  Millhouse  did 
not  lose  his  appetite ;  and  a  full  enjoyment  of  the  feast,  made 
him  soon  forgetful  of  the  tempest  he  had  provoked. 

"  I  hain't  eat  such  a  dinner,  Madame  Ebleigh,  sence  I  doii't 
know  when  V*  was  his  grateful  acknowledgment,  as  he  pushed 
away  his  emptied  plate,  and  proceeded  to  replenish  his  tumbler 
fix>m  the  portly  decanter  of  Jamaica. 

"  I'm  glad  that  you've  the  appetite,  sergeant,  whtc];i  rarely  al- 
lows any  sort  of  dinner  to  be  unsatisfactoiy." 
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"Thank  yc,  ma'am ;  but  ef  you  think  I'd  lay  in  as  IVc  been 
a-doing,  with  nothing  better  afore  me,  than  the  or'nary  rations 
of  \ho  camp-kettle,  even  with  our  Tom's  cooking,  you're  veiy 
much  out.  It's  the  good  things  you've  gin  us,  ma'am,  that's  made 
mc  dcwour  enough  to  sarve  seventeen  red-skins  on  a  scout.  I'm 
a-most  ashamed  to  sec  what  I've  been  a-doing ;  pretickilarly  as 
it  don't  seem  to  me  that  other  people  have  been  a-doing  any- 
thing to  speak  of  it  in  the  same  way.  ITie  cappin  thar'  has 
a-most  eaten  nothin*." 

The  captain  eyed  him  with  such  a  glance  as  the  hyena  might 
be  supposed  to  bestow  upon  the  beast  wliich  had  somehow  de- 
prived him  of  his  prey  j  but  he  said  nothing.  We  need  not  show 
how  the  rest  oft  the  day  was  spent.  The  widow  was  cordial  to 
the  close.  Millhouse  was  invited  to .  see  Fordham  for  what  he 
wanted,  hi  his  capacity  as  overseer ;  and  the  details  were  fully 
explained  and  understood,  by  which  the  implements  for  working, 
the  hoes,  shovels,  ploughs,  and  wagon,  were  to  be  transferred,  and 
when,  from  the  one  plantation  to  the  other.  Porgy  had  again 
some  words  in  private  with  the  widow,  n  fact  which  again  ex- 
torted shows  of  undisguised  delight  and  exultation  on  the  part 
of  the  sergeant.  Lance  Frampton  made  engagements  for  a  deer 
hunt  with  Arthui*  Eveleigh,  the  two  youths  seeming  equally  well 
pleased  with  each  other;  and  after  friendly  adieus,  the  guests 
rode  away ;  Porgy  clapping  spurs  to  his  steed,  and  going  ahead 
with  a  haste  which  declared  for  the  continued  irritation  of  his 
mood,  and  which  disqiueted  the  sergeant  a  little  to  keep  up  with  ; 
as  he  declared  that,  "  efter  sich  a  dinner,  one  don't  like  to  hurry 
about  nithcr!"  When  the  two  followers  did  reach  their  loader, 
he  did  not  seem  in  the  humor  to  notice  either ;  but  Millhouse 
was  not  satisfied  that  his  exertions  should  go  without  acknowledg- 
ment. 

"  Well,  cappin,"  says  he,  "  it's  a  good  beginning  of  the  war. 
We've  broke  ground  fairly  in  the  inimy's  country,  and  we've 
come  off  well  after  the  first  skrimmage.  What  a  dinner  she  gin 
ns!  —  And  then  how  lib'ral  she  offered  everything.  Ef  ever  I 
seed  a  better  chaince  for  a  straight  up  and  down  courtship  than 
this,  I  kaint  jest  now  call  it  to  mind.  She  gin  y  m  a  mighty  fine 
chaince,  cappin,  them  two  times  when  j-ou  bed  her  all  alone  by 
licr  oneself ;  and  the  first  time  yon  was  with  hei,  1  reckon  more'n 
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an  hour.  I'm  onlj  hoping  you  wam't  mealy-monthod,  seeinf^ 
you  had  to  deal  with  a  widow.  The  cards  was  in  your  hand,  and 
a  famous  game  you  hed  to  play,  cappin,  ef  you  know'd  what  you 
was  about." 

It  was  with  singular  deliberation,  drawing  up  his  horse,  and 
looking  at  the  speaker  with  a  savage  scrt  of  smile,  that  Porgy 
answered — 

"I  suppose,  Sergeant  Millhouse,  that  you  fancy  you  have 
helped  this  game  wonderfully." 

"  Reckon  I  hev* !  I  show'd  you  whar  the  trump  cards  liud.r- 
I've  put  a  good  spoke  into  your  wheel." 

**  A  spoke  indeed !  Hereafter,  sergeant,  lot  me  put  in  my  own 
spokes,  will  you.  Let  me  play  my  own  game,  if  you  please ;  I 
need  no  assistance." 

And  the  splenetic  captain,  driving  spurs  into  his  horse,  went 
off  at  a  pace,  that  left  the  two  followers  far  behind  him. 

"  The  cappin's  mighty  snappish  to-day,"  quoth  Millhouse  to 
his  companion.  • 

"  And  a  right  to  be  so.  If  he  had  snapped  off  your  head,  he*d 
have  served  you  right.  What  business  have  you  to  be  meddling 
with  his  courtings,  if  so  be  it's  that  he's  after." 

"  Why,  Lord,  that  was  to  help  him  only." 

"  He  don't  want  your  help,  I  reckon.  He's  a  full-grown  maw, 
I  suppose.  Besides,  it's  enough  to  ruin  a  man,  seeing  the  way 
you  go  to  work.  I  don't  know  much  about  women  folks, 
but  I'm  pretty  sure,  any  woman  of  sense^  will  be  mighty  apt 
to  sicken  of  a  man  if  she  sees  he  gits  his  courting  done  by 
another." 

"  Teach  your  grandmother  how  to  suck  eggs.  As  ef  I  didn't 
know  about  the  matter;  but  that's  your  foolishness.  There's 
no  sich  thing  as  a  woman  of  sense,  you  see ;  they  ain't  made  for 
it.  It's  according  to  nater  that  man  is  to  find  them  all  the  sense 
they've  got  any  use  for.  Talk  to  me  about  wimmcn !  Why» 
Lance,  I've  kissed  more  purty  gals  than  you  ever  seed,  and  never 
seed  the  woman  yit  that  I  couldn't  hev'  had  for  the  axing." 

"  Oh  !  that's  your  conceit  only.  You  think  so  because  you'i-e 
so  conceited." 

"  I  know  so,  my  lad ;  and  tliat's  perhaps  the  reason  jest  why 
^  never  married  eeny.     'Tv-ouhl  ha*  seemed  like  a  sunenderin* 
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to  the  mimj  at  the  first  summons,  and  I'm  not  that  sort  of 
iiodger." 

"Well,  sergeant,"  qnoth  the  lieutenant,  "I'm  just  willing  to 
say  that  you're  about  the  conceitedest  person  that  ever  served  in 
the  army  ;  and,  moreover,  I'm  a-thinkmg  from  all  you  say,  that 
a  woman  is,  just  of  all  animals,  the  hardest  for  you  to  understand. 
Yon  haven't  begun  to  know  'em;  and  the  way  you  talked  to 
Madam  Eveleigh  tO-day  — you  thought  it  mighty  fine — was  just 
such  foolishness  as  ought  to  hang  a  man.  Even  lier  son,  Arthur, 
thoiught  you  was  insulting  to  his  mother,  and  I  had  to  tell  him 
that  you  was  a  very  foolish  sort  of  person,  and  that  it  was  a 
foolish  way  you  had  of  talking  about  things  you  don't  under- 
utand ;  and  he  mus'n't  mind  you." 

"  You  told  him  I  was  a  fool,  did  you  f 

"ThatlcKd!" 

-You  did!" 

•-Yes,  hideedr 

"  Me  a  fool !  That  I  should  be  called  a  fool  by  such  a  hop- 
o'-my-thumb  as  you — you  long-bodied  snipe — you  snake  with- 
out a  head — you  leetle  eend  of  a  sarcumstance !  Loi-d !  how  I 
could  thump  you  now.  I  jest  feel  like  tumbling  you  from  your 
critter.  Me  a  fbol  I  Well,  I'll  tell  that  to  the  cappin.  Ef  I 
don't,  p'int  your  finger  at  me  and  say  'squash!'  Me,  a  fool! 
Mighty  good,  indeed  !     Mighty  good !" 

Frampton  rode  on  coolly,  never  heeding  him  and  never  an- 
swering. When  they  reached  Glen-Eberley,  Captain  Porgy 
was  already  tli^re,  alighted,  and  seated,  pipe  in  his  mouth,  in  his 
piazza. 

MiUhouse  knew  quite  enough  of  his  superior  to  take  care  not 
to  disturb  him  in  his  mood.  Though  obtuse  and  presumptuous, 
he  had  been  taught  to  observe  the  featui*es  and  deportment  of 
the  captain,  so  as  to  time  his  approaches.  .  His  recent  blunder- 
ings  were  the  result  of  an  unusual  condition  of  elevation,  which 
blinded  his  ordinary  faculties.  But  the  captain's  manner  and 
Frampton's  suggestions  had  opened  his  eyes.  Accordingly, 
specially  avoiding  speech,  he  entered  the  house,  filled  his  pipe, 
and  going  down  to  the  basement  stoiy,  seated  himself  beneath 
the  piaxza  wiiere  'PiJrgy  ^hs  giving  volumhious  breath  to  his 
clttMci^e.-^Wt^3io  -oflbmrea  to  atote  fbr,  Ltncd-  Prartipton 


364  WOODCRAFT. 

foroboi*e,  iu  like  manner,  to  obtrude  upon  the  sultan.  He  busied 
himself  about  the  horses  and  the  negroes,  and  found  employment 
out  of  doors  for  the  rest  of  the  evening. 

Meanwliile,  the  clouds  gradually  cleared  away,  ,and,  by  the 
time  supper  was  ready,  Porgy  had  recovered  his  good  humor. 
Bis  bowl  of  coffee  was  enjoyed  with  satisfaction  and  composure, 
and  his  ii-ritation  being  subdued,  he  had  leisure  to  reflect  upon 
the  improved  prospects  in  his  affairs,  which  were  due  to  the 
widow's  liberality.  It  was  not  in  his  nature  to  supprefs  or  con- 
ceal his  good  tidings  from  his  companions,  and  when  the  supper 
things  had  been  removed,  Millbouse,  somewhat  humbled,  Frarop- 
ton,  as  usual,  quiet,  Tom  and  Pomp  rather  loitering  about  than 
in  attendance,  the  captain  proceeded  to  unfold  his  budget,  and 
put  his  followers  in  possession  of  the  facts  in  his  good  fortune. 
Tliey  were  all  overjoyed.     Tom  was  the  first  to  speak. 

•*  Hah  !  enty  I  bin  know.  Da's  good  woman.  Miss  Eb'leigh. 
He  hab  sense.  He  no  like  dem  fool  woman  wha'  don't  know 
how  to  'babe  [behave]  to  gemplemans.  He  bah  'spect  [respect  | 
for  gemplemans.  He  hab  'spect  for  me,  Tom.  He  shak'  ban' 
wid  Tom.  He  say  *  Tom,  I  yer  [hear]  'bout  you.  You  maussa 
is  my  fi-ieu*.'  He's  a  lady,  ebbry  inch  ob  'em.  You  mus'  tak* 
he  money,  maussa,  ef  it's  only  to  'blige  [obHge]  'em,  and  mak' 
'<;m  feel  easy.    Da's  it !" 

Frampton  said  not  a  word,  but  he  rose  during  the  captain'^ 
recital,  came  closer  to  him,  and  when  he  had  finished  his  state- 
ment, grasped  his  hand  and  wrung  it  warmly.  Millhonse,  once 
more  set  free  to  speak,  launched  into  the  most  superb  eulogiom 
on  the  virtues  of  the  lady,  which  we  need  not  report,  concluding 
with  the  opipion  that  **  sicb  a  good  woman,  with  sich  a  fbrtin, 
ought  to  have  a  guardcen  out  of  the  line  of  the  army." 

Porgy  only  looked  at  him»  with  half  closed  but  flashing  eye, 
then,  as  if  speaking  ratiiei*  to  himself  than  to  his  companions,  ho 
said  musingly-^    * 

''  And  it  is  such  a  noble  woman,  that  1  was  to  select  as  the 
subject  of  a  matrimonial  speculation !" 

"  And  who  better  ?"  quoth  Millbouse.  "  She's  the  very  sawt 
of  pusspn.  There's  no  speckilating  upon  a  poor  pusson.  Whai**! 
the  profit  in  it  ?  And  ef  the  pusson's  rich»  but  happens  to  h% 
mei^n  and  stiog^,  why.  Lord  I  eveu  ihe  monojr  aiu't  gwut  to 
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make  it  agreeable  to  hev'  transactions  widi  her.  Bot  when  the 
woman  baa  the  good  heart  and  the  good  fortin  together,  then  it's 
a  good  speckilation.  By  thunder,  cappin,  now's  the  time  to 
miJ&e  a  pnA  into  that  market,  and  buy  out  the  business.  But 
I  reckon  you  hev'n't  been  sleeping  all  the  time  you  two  waa  to- 
gether." 

"Sergeant  Millhonse/'  said  Poi^,  with  great  composure, 
**  you  are  no  doubt,  in  $ome^  things,  as  shrewd  and  sensible  a  per- 
son as  any  I  know,  but  I  think  there  are  a  few  subjects  upon 
which  you  had  better  not  expend  your  time  and  l&bor." 

'*  Which  on  *em,  cappin  ?     I'd  like  to  know." 

*'  I  think,  for  example,  that  when  you  go  to  heaven,  which  I 
trust  you  will  do  some  day — " 

'*  Arter  a  time,  cappin ;  but  Lord  love  you,  I  ain't  in  any  hurry 
to  leave  this  airtb."  * 

**  In  your  own  time^  sergtant ;  but  when  you  do  go,  I  think 
it  will  not  be  altogether  proper  to  undertake  to  show  the  angels, 
Gabriel,  Michael,  Baphael,  or  any  others  with  whom  you  may 
become  familiar,  in  what  way  they  ought  to  use  their  wings.  I 
have  BO  doubt  you  have  some  very  wise  notions  as  to  how  bii-ds 
and  beasts  may  fly  ;  hui  the  angels,  perhaps,  have  more  experi- 
ence than  you,  if  not  more  wisdom,  and  it  will  require  that  you 
should  see  much  flying  done  among  them,  before  you  can  ven? 
tare  to  give  them  any  lessons." 

**  Wby>  cappin,  I  reckon  you're  jest  a-laughing  at  me  now,  out 
ef  the  comer  of  your  eye.  I  ain't  stcb  a  bloody  fool  as  to  do 
them  things." 

"  Perhaps  not !  But  when  a  man  is  so  wise  as  you  are  on  so 
many  subjects,  he  is  apt  to  think  himself  wise  in  all." 

"  Well,  that's  nateral  and  reasonable  too,  I'm  a-tbinking." 

"  Natural  enough,  no  doubt,  but  not  so  certainly  reasonable, 
my  good  fellow.  If  you  were  suddenly  to  find  yourself  among 
bears  and  buffaloes,  you  might  reasonably  t^ndertake  to  show 
them  how  to  find  their  food  or  prey ;  if  among  snakes,  I  have 
no  doubt  you  could  teach  them  superior  modes  of  beguiling  young 
frogs  into  their  jaws ;  as  a  dweller  among  hawks  and  owls,  or 
minks  and  weasels,  you  might  open  new  views  to  them  of  the 
processes  by  which  they  might  empty  all  the  hen-houses  in  the 
coiuitry ;  and,  teaching  squinelf,  they  might  be  grateful  to  yor 
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for  new  IdSBons  m  the  art  of  gathering  eom  out  of  the  fieMs,  9cnd 
tracking  hickory-nutM  ;*^biit  I  doubt  if  these  capacities  of  yours 
sliould  entitle  yon  to  think  yotirself  appointed  to  teach  young 
oysters  how  to  swim,  or  young  angels  how  to  fly ;  and  I  am 
oven  doubtful  how  far  they  shouH  justify  yon  in  an  endeavor  to 
set  yoni'self  up  as  a  teacher  of  love  and  couitship.  Of  one  thing 
let  m^  assure  you,  before  I  stop,  that  if  ever  you  undertake  to 
make  love  to  any  woman  on  my  account,  again,. and  in  my  pres- 
ence, by  the  Lord  that  liveth,  sergeant,  I  will  fling  you  from  the 
windows,  though  the  house  were  as  high  as  the  tower  of  Babel. 
Be  warned  in  season  ;  —  and  now  let  us  have  a  sup  of  Jamaica, 
before  sleeping  for  tlie  night." 

"  I  told  you  so, — '*  said  Frampton,  brushing  by  the  sergeant 
as  the  latter  stood  up,  in  silence,  to  drink  with  his  superior. 

*'  Well,  thar's  no  oaderstanding  it,''  mattered  the  sergeant, 
after  the  captain  had  retired.  "^  Thar's  some  people  so  cross- 
grained  in  tlie  world,  they  won't  let  you  make  'em  smooth." 

Tom,  the  cook,  had  his  conmient  also. 

'*Hah !  mnss  Millhouse,  you  yer!  Look  outl  when  mautaa 
talk  so,  he's  in  dead  aimest !  Ef  he  tell  you  he  guine  fling  yon 
out  de  window,  he  do  'em  for  true.  And  yon  know,  fbt  all  you 
see  'em  look  and  walk  so  lazy,  he  strong  as  a  harricane  when  ke 
git  in  a  passion.  He  will,  sure  as  a  gun,  brek'  you  neck  out  de 
window,  cf  he  promise !" 

'*TharV$  no  ondei*j(taitding  it!"  was  the  only  reaponse  of  tin) 
sergeant  to  those  suggestions.  "  And  all  the  time  I  was  a^mng 
the  best, — ^jest  a  making  his  wheel  run  8mooth!" 
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CHAPTER  L. 

THE  BACHBM>R*S  BMBARBASSMBffTS. 

We  must  suppose  an  interval  of  several  weeks  since  the  oc* 
corrences  of  the  last  chapter.  Meanwluje,  Captain  Porgy,  charg- 
ed with  liis  letters  of  credit  and  introduction,  has  visited  Charles- 
ton; has  obtained  tlie  five  hundred  guineas  of  the  widow;  has 
executed  to  her  a  mortgage  of  all  his  negroes,  with  the  exception 
of  Tom ;  has  procured  and  sent  to  the  plantation  all  necessary 
mpplies ;  has  conferred  upon  the  state  of  his  affairs  with  Chai'les 
Cotesworth  Pinckney  j  has  received  his  counsel ;  has  endeavor- 
ed, but  in  vain,  to  see  his  creditor,  M*Kewn,  who  was  absent 
tVouK  tlie  city,  no  one  knew  where ;  and  has  returned  to  his  plan- 
tation, where  he  has  ever  since  remained. 

During  this  period  his  subordinates  have  not  been  idle;  but 
have  proceeded,  with  proper  energy,  to  the  prosecution  of  affairs 
at  home.  MOlhouse,  in  hb  capacity  as  ovei-seer,  and  Lance 
Frampton,  as  a  temporary  assistant,  have  stripped  to  their  tasks 
and  done  wonders.  The  lands  have  been  broken  up  for  plant- 
ing; the  negro-houses  have  been  run  up  as  if  by  ma^c;  rails 
have  been  split,  and  fences  raised ;  and  the  usual  labors  of  several 
months  have  been  compressed  into  as  many  weeks.  The  negroes, 
glad  once  more  to  find  themselves  in  possession  of-  a  homestead, 
certain  provisions,  and  the  protection  of  a  white  man,  have  work- 
ed witii  a  hearty  will  and  cj^erfuluess  which  have  amply  made 
op  for  lost  time.  If  Millhouse  was  vain  of  lus  process  as  an 
overseer,  lie  was  not  without  good  reasons  for  his  vanity.  He 
himself  thought  it  a  merit  to  be  boastful. 

'*I  likes  to  hear  a  man  brag,-'  said  he,  "of  what  he  kin  do; 
for  then,  ef  he  aint  about  the  meanest  skunk  in  aU  creation,  he 
must  be  a-doing,  and  a-doing  weU,  to  carry  a  decent  face  among 
white  people.  Wanity  is  a  wartue  when  it  makes  a  fellow 
work." 
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And  Mb  philosophy  Captain  Porgy  did  not  dispute. 

Lance  Frampton  took  special  charge  of  the  buildings, — saw 
to  and  assisted  at  the  erection  of  the  stables;  did  all  the  bird- 
ing  and  squiiTel  shooting;  prepared  lines  for  fishing;  and,  with 
80  much  success  did  he  pursue  his  field-sports,  that  it  was  very 
rare  indeed  that  the  family  went  without  fresh  meat  for  dinner. 
In  these  pursuits,  Captain  Porgy  took  sufficient  part.  Squin-ela 
were  bagged  in  abundance ;  once  or  twice,  hunting  with  Arthur 
Eveleigh's  hounds,  a  stout  buck  was  tumbled  in  his  track,  and, 
on  one  occasion,  a  brown  bear  was  badgered  in  the  swamps  with 
80  much  ingenuity,  that  he  finally  rendered  up  his  hide  in  return 
for  a  few  charges  of  rifle  bullets  and  gunpowder.  Young 
Eveleigh  found  his  new  associates  at  Glen-Eberley  particularly 
good  company,  and  was  hunting,  or  birding,  with  Porgy  or 
Frampton,  or  both,  every  other  day  in  the  week.  At  his  com- 
ing, always,  the  sergeant  could  be  heard  to  whistle  with  exulta- 
tion; be  seen  to  loll  out  his  tongue  as  if  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
sweet  morsel,  and  to  wave  his  one  ai-m  abroad,  as  if  grasping 
some  very'  enviable  possession.  Sometimes  he  ventmed  to  mut- 
ter, in  Porgy  *8  hearing,  the  hopes  which  were  still  active  in  him, 
in  phrases  peculiar  to  himself; — as  for  example — 

"The  poor  young  fellow  feels  the  want  of  a  pappy!  It's  a 
sad  needcessity,  ef  so  be  he  kaint  find  the  right  one.  But  his 
nose  p'ints  out  the  right  way.  He  looks  straight  to  the  lino  of 
the  army.  Well!  I  wont  say  much; — but  what's  to  be  will 
be.  The  Lord's  over  all,  and  he'll  bring  all  things  straight  hi 
time." 

Porgy,  at  such  speeches,  would  give  him  a  look  of  waining, 
which  usually  arrested  his  eloquence  before  it  broke  bounds. 

Meanwhile,  the  visits  were  not  all  on  one  iside.  Porgy  rode 
over  to  the  widow's,  on  an  average  twice  a  week,  dining  there 
usually  when  he  went.  He  did  not  ask  the  coinpanionsliip  of 
his  followers,  on  such  occasions,  nor  did  they  receive  any  more 
invitations  from  the  lady.  Millhonse  was  content.  If  he  was 
not  to  be  peiimtted  to  assist  in  the  courtship,  he  was  quite  wil- 
ling to  be  absent  from  the  scene  of  it.  He  would  sometimes 
mutter  his  apprehensions  to  Frampton,  that  things  did  not  ad- 
vance witli  sufficient  rapidity,  and  that  his  services  wonld  yet  be 

<^ded.    On  which  occasions,  the  lieutenant,  rctitterinj^  what 
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had  been  said  by  Porgy,  would  suggest  to  the  overseer,  the 
propriety  of  Jiis  making  an  early  call  upon  the  arch-angels, 
Gabriel,  Michael  and  Raphael,  to  see  how  they  were  getting 
on: — a  suggestion  that  usually  sent  Millhouse  to  the  right-about. 
At  the  widow  Eyeleigh's,  Porgy  was  received  on  the  most 
Iriendly  and  familiar  footing.  He  was  well  read,  of  contemplative 
mind,  had  been  trained  in  good  society,  and,  though  somewhat 
wanting  in  the  precision  of  the  courtier,  in  consequence  of  the 
loose,  free  and  easy  manner  which  he  had  acquired  in  camp,  he 
was  yet  capable  of  curbing  himself,  when  tlie  impulse  strove 
within  him;  and  this  done,  he  could  minister  to  the  social  tastes 
of  his  fair  companion,  with  an  ease,  grace,  and  vivacity,  that 
made  him  always  a  very  grateful  visiter.  Mrs.  Eveleigh  was 
almost  wholly  free  from  affectations ;  was  frank  and  ever  gay  of 
mood;  always  cheerful;  always  ingenuous,  and  never  labored  at 
the  concealment  of  her  sympathies.  She  laughed  at  tlie  good 
things  of  the  captain  and  freely  pardoned  his  familiarities.  There 
was  a  freshness  and  a  saliency  about  his  peculiar  humor  which 
pleased  her,  and  when  he  chose  to  be  serious,  he  could  rise  into 
provinces  of  thought,  generalizing  from  the  abstract  to  the  fa- 
miliar, and  thus  coupling  the  most  remote  affinities  and  associa- 
tions, in  a  strain  of  expression  at  once  graceful  and  expressive. 
Ho  quickly  discovered  in  what  respects  he  could  most  success- 
fully address  her  ear,  and  he  naturally  availed  himself  of  his  dis- 
covery. Porgy,  before  entering  the  aimy,  was  well  read  in 
Shakspere,  Milton,  Dryden,  and  the  best  of  the  then  cuiTent 
Englibh  writers.  It  must  be  admitted,  we  fear,  that  he  had 
also  drank  freely  of  fountains  less  undefiled  ;  had  clipped  largely 
into  the  subsequent  pages  of  the  Wycherlys,  the  Vanbnighs, 
the  Congreves,  the  Wilmots,  Ethereges,  and  Rochesters,  of  a 
far  less  intellectual,  and  therefore  less  moral,  period.  But  the 
taste  of  the  latter  had  not  spoiled  him  for  the  just  appreciation 
of  the  former ;  had  perhaps  heightened  his  estimate  of  them  by 
force  of  contrast ;  and  the  fruit  of  his  familiarity  with  both  classes 
of  writers,  was  a  knowledge,  not  then  commonly  possessed  — 
scai-cely  now,  indeed, — of  materials  for  graceful  conversation, 
illustrated  with  frequent  happy  quotations,  which  particularly 
commended  him  to  a  woman  who  was,  herself,  at  once  refined 
and  intfeUecttial.     We  crin  readily  understand   how  interestliig 
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was  'the  intercourse  between  the  parties,  in  a  region  whieb, 
sparsely  settled,  and  wanting  in  books,  left  so  many  weansome 
hours,  and  wanting  moods,  whi  ^h  no  plantation  employments 
could  satisfy  or  supply. 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  widow  regarded  Porgy  in 
any  other  aspect  than  that  of  a  very  agreeable  companion.  But 
we  are  constrained  to  admit  on  behalf  of  the  captain,  that  he 
soon  became  seriously  interested  in  the  widow.  That  he  shoidd 
respect  her  heart,  and  love  it,  because  of  the  liberality  she 
had  shown  him,  was  natural  enough;  — but  when  he  came  to 
know  her  mind  ;  the  sweet  graces  of  her  intellect ;  her  quiet, 
gentle,  always  just  and  wholesome  habit  of  thought;  the  pleas- 
ant animation  o2  lier  fancies ;  the  livehness  of  her  eonveisation, 
enriched  by  the  aiiecdotes  of  a  very  large^  and  varied  experi- 
ence, as  well  in  England  as  America,  he  began  to  admire  her 
on  other  grounds,  so  that  frequent  association  with  her  became 
almost  a  necessity.  Still,  there  was  a  something  wanting  to  the 
perfect  sway  of  the  widow  over  her  admu-er ;  something  which  he 
felt,  but  could  not  explain,  or  account  for,  to  himself.  She  waa 
a  fine-looking  woman,  "fair,  fat,  and  forty," — but  he  found 
himself  occasionally  objecting  to  "  the  fat."  The  very  fact  tluit 
lie  was,  himself,  too  much  so,  was  enough  to  make  him  quarrel 
with  her  possessions  of  the  same  sort.  He  asked  himself  re- 
peatedly the  question :  "  Do  I — can  I  love  this  woman  ? — as  a 
woman  ougitt  to  be  loved ;  as  a  man  ought  to  love ; — as  she  de- 
serves to  be  loved  by  any  husband,  and  especially  by  me  V* 

Millhouse,  could  he  have  heard  this  question,  would  have  an- 
swered it  without  a  moment's  hesitation;  but  Porgy  never 
broached  the  subject  in  his  ears,  and  now,  studiously,  since  tlio 
memorable  dinner,  checked  every  approach  to  it  which  the  for- 
mer made. 

"  Yet,"  quoth  the  soliloquizing  captain,  **  am  1  not  shaping 
Ibis  passion  of  love  into  a  bug-bear  (or  my  own  fi-ight  and  dis^ 
appointment  ?  Does  it  need  that  either  tbe  widow  or  myself 
r;bould  experience  all  the  paroxysms  and  fancies  of  eighteen,  in 
order  to  feel  secure  of  the  force  of  our  attachment  Is  it  natural 
.11*  i-casonable,  that,  at  forty-five,  I  at  least,  should  need,  or  ex- 
poet,  to  recall  my  youthful  frenzies,  before  venturing  upon  the 
married  condition  T    Is  not  tl^  sort  of  lo\<6  which  we  require. 
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HOW,  that  which  belongs  rather  to  the  deliberate  consent  of  the 
mmd  than  the  warm  impulses  of  the  blood  and  fancy  ?  Is  it 
necessary  with  as,  that,  in  addition  to  the  cool  conviction  of  tho 
thought,  in  favor  of  the  propriety  of  this  union,  there  should  bo 
a  nervous  and  excitable  upspringing  in  the  heart,  of  tumultuouis 
emotions,  indefinable,  intense,  passionate,  eager — which  reject 
reason,  which  baffle  thought,  which  seem  to  be  guided  rather  by 
dreams  than  by  riglit  reason — and  which  ask  none  of  the  secu- 
ritie.s,  by  which  thought  would  shelter  faith — which  is,  in  fact, 
a  faith  itself,  beyond  any  of  the  help  or  the  convictions  of  the 
understanding  t  My  judgment  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  tlio 
widow  Eveleigh.  Slie  is  vastly  superior,  as  a  lady — as  a  wo- 
man of  sense  and  sweetness — grace  and  intelligence — to  any 
that  I  know.  She  thinks  well  and  kindly  of  me;  that  is  e-;i- 
dent.  We  harmonize  admirably  together.  She  listens  with 
pleasure  to  my  speech,  and  I  am  willing  to  listen  gladly  when 
she  speaks  in  turn.  She  is  a  noble-looking  woman — a  little  too 
fitout,  I  admit— but  of  fine  figin*e  nevertheless,  and  a  face  that 
18  at  once  sweet  and  commanding.  She  has  wealth ;  but,  by 
Jupiter,  I  reject  that  as  a  consideration.  Her  money  shall  not 
enter  into  the  estimate.  Her  other  attractions  are  surely  quite 
sufficient.  Yet,  are  they  sufficient  ?  A7n  I  satisfied  1  Why  do 
I  ask  myself  so  doubtingly  whether  I  can  bind  myself  to  her, 
for  Kfe,  and  feel  no  lack,  no  deficiency — no  weight  in  tho  bonds 
I  carry  ?" 

The  captain  ended  the  soliloquy  with  a  sigh.  He  strode  the 
chamber  impatiently,  and  paused  finally  before  the  fireplace,  in 
which  the  fire  smouldei'ed  rather  than  gave  forth  light  and  heat. 
At  that  moment  the  form  of  the  widow  Griffin  rose  vividly  be- 
fore his  eyes. 

"  Why  is  it  f  he  muttered  to  himself,  "  that,  whenever  I  try 
to  meditate  this  question  of  the  widow  Eveleigh,  the  image  of 
Mrs.  Griffin  starts  up  before  me.  She  is  a  fine  woman  undoubt- 
edly ;  good,  gentle,  humble,  affectionate ;  and  has  no  doubt 
been  very  beautiful; — is  still  very  sweet  to  look  upon; — but 
she  can  not  compare  with  the  widow  Eveleigh  !  She  is  not  wise , 
not  learned ;  is  really  Very  ignorant ;  has  no  manners,  no  elo- 
quence: is  simply  humble  and  adhesive; — s?ie  is  rather  thin 
than  stont,  thi..  is  true,  her  figure  is  good  ;^-'8he  has  still  a  face 
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of  exquisite  sweetness,  but  she  is  no  associate  for  me ; — she  has 
no  resources^  no  thoughts,  no  information ;  has  seen  nothing, 
knows  nothing !  They  are  not  to  be  spoken  of  in  the  same 
moDient.  The  widow  Eveleigh  is  far  superior  in  all  but  simply 
personal  respects !  Yet,  Gri£Sn  does  move  about  with  a  de- 
lightful grace ;  so  soft,  so  modest.  In  household  affairs  she  is 
admirable.  1  don't  know  that  I  ever  saw  Mrs.  Eveleigh  attend- 
ing to  household  affairs  at  all.  Her  sei*vants  are  numerous  and 
well  trained.  She  has  only  to  command.  Yet,  qn  a  small  scale, 
considering  her  inadequate  resources,  it  is  wonderful  with  what 
skill  Griffin  manages ;  with  how  little  noise,  how  little  effbi-t. 
Poor  woman,  what  a  lonesome  life  she  leads.  It  is  abominable 
that  I  have  only  been  to  see  her  once  since  I  have  been  from 
town.     I  will  certainly  ride  over  to-morrow." 

And  he  did  so ;  and  he  dined  with  Mrs.  Griffin ;  and  a  very 
nice  extempore  dinner  did  she  give  him.  There  were  some  cold 
oaked  meats ;  there  was  a  beautiful  broiled  steak,  a  stripe  from 
a  quarter  of  beef  which  she  had  received  as  a  present  the  day 
before  from  Mrs.  Eveleigh ;  the  breadstuffs  of  Mrs.  Griffin  were 
inimitable ;  her  butter  was  the  best  in  the  parish,  and  a  cool 
draught  of  her  buttermilk,  fresh  from  the  chum.  Was  welcomea  " 
by  Porgy  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  a  citizen  escaping,  for  the 
first  time,  from  dusty  walks  and  walls,  to  the  elysium  of  green 
fields  and  forest  shelter. 

Notions  of  arcadian  felicity  crept  into  Porgy's  mind.  Every- 
thing seemed  perfect,  and  peifectly  delightful  about  the  humble 
cottage  of  the  widow  Griffin.  The  trees  had  a  fresher  look; 
the  gro!:nds  seemed  to  shelter  the  most  seductive  recesses ;  even 
the  dog  lying  down  in  the  piazza,  and  the  cow  ruminating  under 
the  old  Pride  of  India  before  the  door,  seemed  to  enjoy  dreamy 
of  a  happier  sort  than  usually  come  to  dog  and  cow  in  ordinary 
life.  The  skies  above  the  cottage  appeared  to  wear*  looks  of 
superior  mildness  and  beauty,  and  to  impait  a  something  kindred 
to  the  looks  of  the  beings  who  dwelt  under  their  favoring  auspi- 
ces. What  a  sweet,  smiling,  modest  creature  was  Ellen  Griffin» 
whom  our  Lieutenant  Framptoii  was  shortly  to  take  to  his  bosom. 
And  how  like  hor  still — how  nearly  as  youthful — how  quite 
as  meek,  and  gentle,  and  devoted  —  was  the  mother. 

Porgy  was  delighted  with  the  part  of  the  day  spent  with  tUt 
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little  family.  His  incertitude»  in  matrimonial  respects,  increased 
the  more  lie  survejed  her.  Griffin  made  lier  impressions,  differ- 
ing mueh  from  those  of  the  widow  Eveleigh,  but  in  their  way 
not  less  strong;  perhaps,  stronger,  since  it  was  certain  that 
Captain  Porgy  showexl  himself  much  more  at  ease  with  the  one 
lady  than  the  other.  There  was  no  donbt,  indeed,  that  the  su- 
perior social  position  of  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  her  equal  grace  €nd  dig- 
nity of  bearing,  the  calm,  natural  manner  with  which  she  met 
liis  approaches,  all  joined,  in  some  de^ee,  to  restmin  our  hero 
—  to  lessen,  somewhat,  his  own  ease ;  to  make  him  less  assured 
on  the  subject  of  his  own  dignity.  He  was  sometimes  warned 
by  the  lady,  that  the  bmsquerie  of  his  aimy  habits,  would  not 
altogether  answer — that  he  must  be  on  the  watch  against  liim- 
sSlf,  to  check  his  involuntary  acapadesy  and  never  to  be  forget- 
ful of  the  fact  that  the  time  had  come  when,  to  play  somewhat 
with  the  language  of  the  poet — ''arms  must  give  way  to 
the  goivn  /" 

It  was  this  feeling  of  constraint  which  chiefly  qualified  the 
pleasure  of  his  intercourse  with  the  widow;  Eveleigh ;  which  made 
him  hesitate  to  give  her  the  preference ;  and  which,  on  the  other 
baud,  assisted  to  increase  the  favorable  impressions  wliioh  a  pre- 
vious association  had  given  him  of  the  fair  widow  Griffin*  With 
her,  easily  awed,  conscious  of  social  inferiority,  locking  up  with 
great  reverence  to  the  captain  of  partisans,  as  her  late  jiusbaud's 
superior,  he  felt  under  few  restraints  of  mere  language  and  de- 
portment. He  did  not  dare  to  swear  in  the  presence  of  Mrs. 
Eveleigh ;  that  would  have  been  a  terrible  violation  of  tlie  loiles 
of  good  society  in  that  day.  Yet  our  captain  had  an  infirmity 
of  this  sort,  and  so  inveterate  was  his  habit,  that  he  had  only 
been  able  to  check  himself,  at  times,  when  in  the  widow's  pres- 
ence, by  aiTcstJng  the  unlucky  oath  upon  his  lips  by  a  manual 
operation;  by  clapping  his  broad  palm  eoitirely  over  his  own 
mouth.  Now,  1m3  did  not  feel  the  same  sort  of  ncccBsity  when 
in  the  presence  of  the  widow  Griffin.  Her  social  standajxls  were 
less  exacting.  Her  social  experiences  were  move  adapted  to  his 
own  later  habits,  and  the  feeling  of  ease  which  he  enjoyed  in 
her  presence,  was  such,  that,  without  deliberately  weigljing  tlie 
claims  of  tlie  two  ladies  against  each  other,  he  rated  it  as  a  sozne- 
tHug  almost  compensative  for  the  sunendsr  of  the  gr^cAfiil^  in- 
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tellectual  attractions  of  the  wealthy  widow.  He  could  smoke 
his  pipe  in  the  presence  of  the  widow  Griffin,  which  ho  had  not 
dared  to  do  at  Mrs.  Eveleigh's.  The  foi-mer  when  he  had  dined 
with  her,  filled  his  pipe,  herself,  from  a  store  of  tobacco  which 
might  have  been  a  hoard  of  her  late  husband,  and  dropped,  with 
her  own  hands,  the  little  coal  of  fire,  from  the  tongs,  into  it.  It 
was  like  a  coal  from  the  altars  of  Cupid,  upon  the  heart  of  the 
partisan ;  and  while  he  sat  in  the  piazza,  afler  dinner,  his  chair 
resting  solely  on  its  hind  legs,  his  own  thrown  over  the  bannister^, 
his  head  thrown  back,  at  a  declination  almost  the  proper  one  for 
sleep,  and  sent  up  cloud  after  cloud,  by  way  of  tribute  to  the 
heavens,  his  half-shut  eyes  watched  with  a  growing  sense  of  the 
grace  and  beauties  of  the  widow,  her  gliding  and  unobtrui^ve 
figiue,  as  she  busied  herself  about  the  hall  and  table ;  assisted 
£Mlen  to  move  the  table  back,  bi-ushed  up  her  heai-fh  with  a  • 
fairy-like  besom  of  broom  straw,  and  finally  drew  her  knitting  to 
the  doorway,  and  sat  down  in  silent  and  submissive  companion- 
ship.    Porgy  mused  and  said  to  himself: — 

"  One  does  not  want  an  equal,  but  an  ally  in  marriage.  A  man 
ought  to  be  wise  enougli  for  his  wife  and  himself.  To  get  a  wo- 
man who  shall  best  comprehend  one  is  the  sufficient  secret ;  and 
no  woman  can  properiy  comprehend  her  husband,  who  is  not  pre- 
pared to  recognise  his  full  superiority.  When  it  is  otherwise, 
there  are  constant  disputes.'  The  woman  is  for  ever  setting  up 
for  herself.  She  is  not  only  unwilling  that  you  should  be  her 
master,  but  she  sets  up  to  be  your  mistress.  Why,  if  she  has 
the  mind,  should  she  not  use  it;  and  if  she  has  mind  enough  for 
the  household,  what's  the  use  of  youi-s  ?  Clearly,  thei-e  can  not  - 
be  peace  in  any  planet  which  acknowledges  two  masters." 

How  long  the  pleasant  surveys  and  soliloquies  of  the  captain 
might  have  continued,  it  is  not  possible  to  say.  They  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  sudden  riding  up  of  Mr.  Fordham,  the  overseer  of 
Mrs.  Eveleigh.  He  made  a  respectful  bow  to  the  captain,  taking 
off  his  hat,  and  offering  his  hand  as  he  did  so ;  and  entered  the 
house,  shaking  hands  with  the  widow  and  daughter  with  all  the 
frankness  of  an  old  acquaintance.  After  a  while,  the  captain's 
horse  was  brought  out,  Fordham  volunteering  to  do  the  service. 
Porgy  left  the  overseer  behind  him.  As  he  rede  off,  tlie  tliooglit 
suMtikly  ecicniT^  t^r  hhn— 
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H  Gap  it  be  po«8ibIe  that  this  fellow,  Fordham,  is  tliinkipg  of 
the  widow? — Humph  !" 

And  the  suggestion  led  to  a  prolonged  fit  of  musing  which  was 
on)y  arr^9ted  when  he  found  himself  within  his  own  avenue. 


CH^PTEE    LI. 

DRBTOI^  AND  GRB0IT0B. 


Tuifi  next  daj  Porgy  rode  over  to  see  the  wife  of  the  squatteTf 
frem  whom  he  had  received  a  supply  of  stockings,  and  some  doth 
of  her  own  and  daughter's  weaving.  It  was  fortunate  that  he 
did  npt^auffer  Millhouse  to  know  that  he  dropped  three  guineas  into 
the  h^ods  of  little  Dory  when  one  would  have  sufficed  for  pay- 
ipent.  He  gave  other  commissions  to. the  humble  family,  and 
noted  with  pleasure  the  improvements  and  acquisitions  in  the 
little  household,  the  fruits  of  his  own  liberality  and  that  of  Mrs. 
Kveleigh.  While  sitting  in  the  porch  of  the  hovel,  with  Dory 
quietly  nestling  in  his  lap,  he  was  surpiised  to  see  the  widow  and 
her  son  ride  up  on  horseback.  Of  course,  the  interview  was  a 
pleasant  one  all  round,  though  our  captain  felt  a  little  awkward, 
at  the  first  blush,  when  caught  in  his  paternal  relation  with  the 
little  girl.  She,  too,  by  some  strange  instinct,  started  up  at  the 
coming  of  the  new  visiters  and  reti^eated  to  tlie  side  of  her 
mother. 

'*  I  had  a  call  yesterday,  captain,"  said  Mrs.  Eveleigh, ''  from 
Mr.  M'Kewu.  You  have  heard  that  he  is  now  a  resident  at  the 
plantation  adjoining  me,  which  he  owns.  He  is  making  the 
rounds  of  the  neighborhood,  and  you  may  soon  look  to  see  him, 
I  suppose." 

^  Too  poon,  I  fear,"  answered  the  captain,  looking  disquieted. 

** Well,"  s^  she,  "we  must  hope  for  the  best — If  I  could 
recover  that  box — "  she  added,  half  to  herself,  but  here  she 
stopped,  and  the  captain  could  only  look  curious. 

"You  have  heard  nothing  of  your  husband  yet.  Mr.H.  Bout- 
¥fick  1  *  asked  the  widow  of  tlie  poor  woman. 
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"  Not  a  woixJ,  ma'am,  and  I  don't  know  what  to  think.  I'm 
dnb'ous  something's  happened  to  him." 

To  this  the  widow  said  nothing.  After  a  pause,  however,  she 
proceeded  to  give  a  commission  for  a  quantity  of  homespun  cloth, 
and  concluded  with  asking  that  Dory  might  go  home  and  spend 
a  w'cek  with  her.  Dory  looked  earnestly  toward  her  mother, 
and  the  latter,  with  eyes  filling,  and  with  some  reluctance  in  her 
manner,  gave  her  consent  that  she  should  go  over  the  next  day. 
Porgy  accompanied  thd  widbw  and  her  son,  when  they  took  their 
departure,  though  he  did  not  attend  them  home.  He  was  quite 
too  ftill  of  serious  thoughts,  which  naturally  came  up  with  the 
statement  made  respecting  M*Kewn.  He  hatd  heard  of  that 
person's  arrival  in  the  neighborhood;  but  the  sympathizing  man- 
ner of  the  widow  was  calculated  to  impress  him  more  sei-iously 
than  his  own  thoughts,  in  respect  to  the  legal  relations  in  which 
he  stood  with  the  Scotchman,  and  the  danger  with  which  he 
might  expect  very  soon  to  be  threatened.  This  danger  he  well 
knew  could  not  long  be  evaded.  The  trial  of  strength  must  soon 
come  on,  and  when  ho  i*cflectcd  upon  those  suspicions  in  regard 
tOsM'Kewn,  which  the  remarks  of  Mi*s.  Eveleigh  had  imparted 
to  his  mrnd,  u|)on  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  abduction  of 
his  slaves,  and  her  conjectures  in  respect  to  the  share  which 
M'Kewn  had  taken  in  the  affair,  he  felt  very  much  like  making 
the  conflict  a  personal  one.  Our  partisan  would  greatly  have 
reHshed  any  circumstances  which  would  authorize  a  transfer  of 
the  proceedings  from  the  courts  of  law  to  those  of  arms.  But 
we  need  not  anticipate  his  reflections,  particularly  as  we  shall 
soon  hear  from  his  own  lips,  what  are  his  feelings  and  resolves 
in  the  matter. 

The  very  next  day  M*Kewn  made  his  appearance  at  Qlen- 
Eberley.  Porgy  was  alone  in  his  piazza,  as  the  former  rode  up 
the  avenue.  Millhouse,was  somewhere  in  the  rice-fields ;  Lance 
Frampton  had  ridden  over  to  see  Ellen  Griffin,  his  marriage  with 
whom  was  very  shortly  to  take  place  j  and,  except  Tom,  the 
cook,  and  Pomp,  the  fiddler,  there  was  no  one  present  to  witness 
the  interview  between  the  parties.  Porgy  had  been  smoking, 
and  the  pipe  was  still  in  his  month  as  M'Kewn  came  in  sight. 
As  soon  as  he  was  recognised  by  our  partisan,  the  latter  betrayed 
his  emotions  by  a  single  movement,  which,  taking  the  pipe  from 
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ills  luoatb,  shivered  it  over  the  railing  of  the  piazza.  This  done, 
he  remained  comparatively  cool ;  at  all  events  he  preserved  his 
external  composure.  Pomp  took  the  hoi-se  of  the  visiter,  who. 
at  once,  in  a  free  and  easy  way,  ascended  to  where  Porgy  still 
maintained  his  seat.  As  he  reached  the  floor,  the  latter  rose, 
and  with  calm  and  courtly  gravity,  said : — 

"  Mr.  M*Kewn,  I  believe." 

"  At  your  service,  captain.  I'm  very  glad  to  see  you  safe,  sir, 
after  the  war.  It's  a  long  time  since  I've  had  the  pleasm*e  of 
seeing  you." 

«  Pleasure  !**  quoth  Porgy — then  n^oUoning  to  a  chair — "  take 
a  seat,  sir." 

The  Scotchman  accepted  the  reluctant  invitation,  laid  his  hat 
down  beside  him,  drew  off  his  gloves,  rubbed  his  hands,  and 
looked  about  him  with  the  air  of  a  man  resolved  on  putting  him- 
self on  the  easiest  possible  terms  with  his  host.  Porgy  looked 
on  with  the  stem  calmness  of  one  who  compels  himself  to  sub- 
mit, with  as  much  composure  as  possible,  to  an  unpleasant  ne- 
cessity which  he  sees  not  well  how  to  escape.  His  visiter,  mean- 
while, began  with  a  repetition  of  his  congi*atulations ;  that  the 
war  was  over,  that  the  country  had  achieved  its  independence, 
that  old  friends  were  safe,  that  old  associations  were  to  be  re- 
newed, and  so  forth.  Porgy  heard  him  for  a  while  in  silence 
and  great  gravity  of  aspect,  until  getting  weary  and  impatient 
of  the  commonplace  preliminaries  which  the  other  had  employed, 
he  himself  broke  ground  in  relation  to  the  only  subject  of  real 
interest  between  the  parties. 

*'  To  make  a  long  story  short,  Mr.  M'Kewn,  I  owe  you  a  coflt- 
siderable  amount  of  money,  which,  no  doubt,  you  desire  should 
be  paid." 

"  Very  true,  captain,  a  very  considerable  amount  indeed,  out 
of  which  I  have  been  lying  for  several  years,  and  which  I  cei*- 
tainly  am  veiy  much  in  need  of." 

'*  You  are  secured  I  think,  sir,  however,  by  bond  and  mort* 
gagel" 

'*  Secured,  sir  1  No,  indeed !  My  mortgage  covers  the  lands 
of  61e*i-£berley»  but  if  these  wece  all  sold  to-morrow,  at  present 
prices,  they  wouldn't  pay  one  half  of  the  debt  for  which  they 
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are  bonnd.  And  you  know,  sir,  there  is  a  considerable  unliqtii- 
dated  debt  besides,  sir ;  some  thousand  pounds,  sir — *' 

"  Ah  !  yes  I  Well,  Mr.  M*Kewn,  you  certainly  do  not  expect 
thnt  1  should  have  any  money  so  soon  after  the  war.  Yon  suf- 
ficiently appreciate  the  patriotism  which  called  us  into  the  field 
and  kept  us  in  the  ranks  for  so  many  years,  without  any  com- 
pensation.'* 

"  True,  sir,  true  !  Nobody  honora  more  than  I  do  the  patiiot- 
ism  that  achieved  our  independence ;  but,  sir,  it  is  not  for  a  sin- 
gle person  like  myself  to  do  more  than  his  share  in  such  a  con- 
^t.  I  have  made  a  great  many  sacrifices,  and  lost  a  great  deal 
myself  in  the  cause ;  and  you  will  admit  that  a  credit  of  more 
than  five  yeara — ** 

**  Is  no  credit  at  all,  sir,  under  the  present  circumstances,  un- 
less, perhaps,  continued  for  as  many  years  more." 

"  Oh !  that  is  quite  impossible.  Captain  Porgy.  I  am  greatly 
in  want  of  money,  now.  Buying  this  plantation  and  negroes,  it 
has  stripped  me  quite  and  left  me  considerably  in  debt  myself.** 

"  I  don't  see  how  I  am  to  help  yon.  You  can  not  poMibly 
suppose  that  I  have  any  money." 

"  Well,  captain,  I  don't  know,"  was  the  answer,  with  a  signifi- 
eant  Aniile.  *'  Eeport  says  that  you  have  money,  and  in  consid- 
erable amount.    You  have  been  purchasing  largely  in  the  city 

— and  the  rumor  is "  here  a  pause,  and  an  increased  siginfi^ 

cance  of  smile. 

«  Well,  BUT,  what  of  rumor?" 

"  Why,  sir,  the  rumor  goes,  that  Captain  Poi^,  retur/iht^ 
firom  th«  field  of  Mars  with  laurels,  has  been  welcomed  to  thode 
of  Love,  and — " 

'* Stop,  sir! — Mr.  M'Kewn,  I  am  willing  that  you  should  re- 
peat what  rumor  may  have  reported,  but  I  must  warn  you  by 
,  no  means  to  attempt  any  invention  of  your  own." 

"  Inventions,  sir !"  And  M*Kewn  looked  a  little  angrily—^**  I 
have  no  invention.  Captain  Porgy.  I  only  state  what  others 
have  said  to  me,  or  in  my  hearing.'* 

•*  Well,  sir ;  confine  youreelf  to  that,  if  you  please." 

•*  It  is  briefly  said-  Captain  Porgy.  The  rumor  is,  that  a  cer- 
titttt  wealthy  widow  of  tfliis  neighborhood  is  prepared  to  honor  the 
laurels  of  the  soldier,  and  supply  all  his  deficiencies  of  fortune — " 
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••  £nou^,  Mr.  M*KewnJ'  said  Porgy,  an-estbg  him — wiUi  a 
stem  aspect,  and  warning  finger  uplifted.  "  You  have  said  ivhat 
yoQ  have  heard,  I  euppose,  and  now  hear  what  I  say.  If,  here- 
after, I  hear  anj  man  repeating  this  storj,  I  shall  slit  his  tongue 
for  him.  The  lady  in  question  is  one  whom  I  greatly  honor, 
and  of  whom  I  will  not  hear  anybody  speak  in  disparagement 
Thei-e  was  that  in  your  tone  and  manner,  Mr.  M'Kewn,  just 
now,  which  I  did  not  relish.    Be  pleased  to  take  warning." 

M'Kewn  was  somewhat  taken  aback,  but  recovering  himself, 
he  said  — 

"  I  do  not  know,  Captain  Porgy,  why  I  should  take  warning 
in  particular.  I  am  hai-dly  apprehensive  that  anybody  will  slit 
my  tongue  for  anything  I  say,  though  I  am  not  the  man  to  give 
any  provocation  to  violence  on  the  part  of  anybody.  Let  me 
add,  sir,  that  I  see  no  haim  in  the  report  which  I  mentioned  — 
no  harm,  certadnly,  in  saying  that  a  certain  brave  officer  of  oui 
anaies  has  been  distinguished  by  the  favor  of  a  certain  lovely 
and  wealthy  widow  of  our  county." 

**  There  is  harm,  sir,  because  there  is  great  indelicacy  aiid 
great  injustice  in  it.  I  am  the  proper  authority  in  this  matter, 
and  I  tell  you,  sir,  in  answer  to  this  ramor,  that  the  intercourse 
between  Mrs.  £veleigh  and  myself  is  that  simply  of  friendship, 
occasioned  perhaps,  wholly,  by  a  service  which  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  render." 

"  Well,  but,  captain,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  friendship, 
in  such  a  case,  should  not  ripen  into — " 

"  No  more,  sir !  The  subject  is  one  upon  which  I  can  suffer 
uo  jesting.  That  upon  which  we  have  to  speak  simply  concerns 
money.     I  owe  you  money ;  — you  want  your  money  you  say." 

*'  I  do  su' ;  I  have  been  kept  out  of  it  long  enough.  Captain 
Porgy." 

**  Do*  you  mean  to  intimate,  sir,  that  I  have  perversely  and 
willingly  kept  you  out  of  your  money  1" 

**  I  state  nothuig,  sir,  but  the  absolute  fact,  that  Uie  money  is 
doe  me,  has  been  due  too  long,  and  that  I  certainly  expect  if 
to  be  paid,  and  paid  very  soon." 

•*  Very  good,  sir  I  Such  then  is  your  expectation.  Now,  sir 
hear  me.  I  shall  expect  from  you  a  full  statement  of  our  an- 
covmtB,  with  all  ibems  of  charge  particularly  stated." 
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*•  Wliy,  sir,  you've  had  the  accounts  rendered  you  m  full,  six 
years  ago." 

"  No,  sir ;  such  is  not  the  case.  It  is  true,  I  was  improvident 
enough  not  to  demand  them,  and  to  take  your  summary  state- 
ments when  I  sliould  have  had  a  full  bill  of  particulars.  I  re- 
quire them  now,  sir." 

"  In  the  case  of  the  bond  and  mortgage,  sir,  the  requisition 
need  not  be  answered.  That  is  a  liquidated  claim,  acknowledged 
under  seal,  and,  sir,  according  to  law — " 

"  You  are  something  of  a  lawyer,  I  perceive,  Mr.  M*Kewn, 
and  I  claim  to  know  nothing  about  law.  Still,  I  have  some 
liope  of  justice,  and,  in  the  case  of  bond  given  and  mortgage 
sealed  and  signed,  under  circumstances  of  error  or  fraud " 

"  Do  you  mean  to  impute  fraud  to  me,  Captain  Porgy  f  de- 
manded M'Kewn  with  some  fierceness  of  aspect. 

**  And  if  I  did,  sir,  do  you  suppose  I  should  value  a  fig  your 
hectoring  looks  ?  Keep  your  temper  within  bounds,  Mr.  M*Kewn ; 
for  you  would  try  to  bully  me  in  vain ;  and  to  let  you  under- 
stand this  more  fully,  let  me  tell  you  that  I  do  impute  fraud  to 
you — " 

**  Ha !"  rising  from  his  seat. 

"  Yes,  sir !  I  think  you  at  once  a  great  and  a  little  rascal. 
Since  you  demand  my  opinion,  you  shall  have  it  I  believe  you 
have  cheated  me  in  these  accounts,  for  the  satisfaction  of  which, 
in  my  blind  confidence  and  folly,  I  gave  you  a  Hen  upon  my 
property.  I  shall  require  a  thorough  overhauling  of  your  ac- 
counts, from  the  beginning,  sir,  and  fancy  that  I  shall  be  able  to 
find,  in  some  process  of  law,  a  means  by  which  to  arrive  at  the 
awards  of  justice !" 

"  Very  well,  sir ;  very  well,  sir,"  gathering  up  hat  and  gloves 
—  and  shaking  them  in  both  hands  with  nervous  fury — '^If  it's 
law  you  want,  sir,  you  shall  have  it.  You  shall  have  enough  to 
remember  it  all  your  life." 

And  he  wheeled  about  to  descend  the  steps.  Here  he  encoun- 
tered Millhousc,  at  whose  back  stood  Tom,  the  cook,  and  Pomp 
the  fiddler. 

•'  Say  the  word,  cappin."  quoth  Millhouse,  •'  and  I'll  give  the 
fellow  a  h'ist." 

'*  Say  de  wnd,  maussa ;  da's  all,"  echoed  Tom,  his  sleeves 
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fdreadj  rollecl  up ;  while  Pomp  threw  himself  into  an  attltnde, 
daws  extended  as  if  about  to  grapple  with  a  bear.  M'KeWn 
looked  at  the  enemies  in  his  path,  and  drew  np  with  recovering 
dignity 

"  Am  I  to  be  assaulted  in  your  house,  Captain  Porgy  ]" 

*'  Let  him  go,  Millhouse  I     Let  him  pass." 

The  three  made  way  for  him,  reluctantly,  Millhouse  mutt;-.\- 
ing— 

**  I  feel  mighty  onpleasant  at  parting  with  the  critter,  without 
giYing  him  jest  one  squeeze! — I  reckon  that's  the  fellow  they 
calls  M«Kewn." 

The  creditor,  by  this  time,  was  on  horseback.  He  looked 
back  with  gleaming  eyes  upon  the  group,  then  dashed  up  the 
avenue  at  full  gallop. 

•*  It's  cl'ar,  cappin,  that  the  war's  declared  atween  you  I" 

•*  Yes,  Millhouse,  and  the  army-chest  nearly  empty." 

"Well,  we'll  do  the  fightmg  all  for  love ;  eh,  Tom !" 

*•  Hah !  da's  jist  de  way  for  fight,  kaise  you  lubs  it !  But 
how  yon  guine  fight  ?  Da'  bucrah  ain't  de  sawt  of  pusson  to 
lub  yer  piear]  de  bullet  whistle." 

"  A)i !  Tom  I  there's  not  the  sort  of  fighting  that  he  intends. 
He  mAkes  the  sheriff  do  his  fighting.  Do  you  remember  what 
1  told  you  about  the  sheriff?" 

•*Enty,  1  'member,  maussa?  He's  a  warmint,  you  bm  tell 
me!" 

••  Yes,  indeed,  and  now,  how  to  keep  you  all  from  falling  into 
his  clutches." 

A  long  consultation  followed  between  the  captain  and  torgeant, 
to  which  Tom  occasionally  contributed  a  charactenstic  sugges- 
tion.  Lance  Frampton  returned  at  night  to  share  in  the  discus- 
sion. Neither  of  the  parties,  however,  could  thi-ow  much  light 
upon  the  difficulty  which  emban*as8Ca  them,  and  Captain  Porgy, 
while  he  reflected,  felt  that  he  had  perhaps  brought  on  the  con- 
flict of  strength  rather  prematurely,  and  that  prudence  should 
have  prompted  more  forbearance ;  but  whenever  he  recalled  the 
references  made  by  M'Kewn  to  the  widow  Eveleigh,  he  became 
reconciled  to  his  own  rashness. 

"  No !  d— «  the  fellow  !  whatever  happens  I  shall  never  ro- 
^et  what  I  said  to  hi'm.    Better  break  at  once  with  such  a  sconn 
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(irel,  than  bave  hiqi  perpetaally  about  ycu ;  uow  fawning,  now 
threatening ;  always  vexing  your  soul,  and,  whatever  the  dejiay, 
destroying  you  at  last.  I  can  face  all  the  evil  that  he  threatenf 
with  a  stout  heart,  but  can*t,  with  any  heait  of  contentment,  sof 
fer  him  to  face  me  with  his  scoundrel  countenance !" 


CHAPTER   LII. 

THE   RANDOM   SHAFT. 


Thb  news  soon  got  abroad  of  what  had  ta](en  place  at  Grlen 
Kberley,  between  its  proprietor  and  creditor.  M'Kewn's  own 
rage  foix^ed  him  to  tell  the  story  to  various  persons,  and  Mill- 
house  conveyed  the  substance  of  it  to  Fordham,  the  very  night 
that  it  took  place.  The  two  overseers  had  met  that  night,  in 
the  basement  of  the  dwelling  at  Olen-Eberley ;  Millhouse  liav- 
ing  taken  one  of  the  lower  rooms  to  himself,  while  tliat  adjoin* 
ing  had  been  assigned  to  Frampton.  Porgy  was  suffei-ed  to  Uvq 
in  loftier  state,  above  stairs,  to  himself.  The  parties  met  always 
at  the  same  table  in  the  dining-room,  and  would  sit  together 
usually  of  an  evening ;  but  Millhouse  had  his  own  circle,  of 
whom  Fordham  was  one,  wh^m  he  received  only  in  his  own  do- 
main. The  two  overseers  went  over  together  the  whole  history 
of  the  relations  of  our  partisan  with  M'Kewn,  as  far  as  they 
knew  it,  and  discussed  witli  some  anxiety  the  modes  of  escape 
for  dieir  superior  fi-om  so  voraciou«  a  pei'son.  It  need  not  b") 
stated  here;  that  the  united  wisdom  of  the  two  was  scarcely  of  a 
sort  to  help  them  very  greatly  in  tl^  encouiiter  with  the  diffi- 
culty. The  substance  of  all  Fordham  learned  was  conveyed  the 
next  day  to  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  whose  interest  in  tl>e  affiurs  of  Cap- 
tain Porgy  was  no  secret  to  him.  He,  himself,  felt  a  great  sym* 
pathy  for  our  partisan,  and  found  it  impossible  to  avoid  talking 
over  the  matter,  and  meditating  the  modes  of  escape.  Of  course 
the  widow  saw  at  a  glance,  that  none  of  the  suggestions  of  her 
overeeer  or  of  the  captain's,  could  avail  for  any  useful  purpose 
The  next  day  she  wrote  a  note  to  Porgy,  requesting  him  to  visit 
'r ;  a  summons  which  he  promptly  obeyed.     Her  son,  Arthur. 
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Hi  ought  the  inyitation  and  the  captain  accompanied  him  on  his 
return. 

The  two,  however  widely  removed  by  years  and  experience 
had  become  pretty  close  intimates,  and  Aitlmr  had  learned  to 
relish  the  eccentricities  of  his  senior,  particularly  as  he  always 
found  something  In  his  conversation  which  sensibly  compelled 
bis  thoughts  in  a  novel  direction.  Porgy  loved  the  society  of/ 
the  young  and  framed  his  conversation  to  suit  their  tastes  andf 
impulses.  He  wa**  playful  as  well  as  thoughtful,  could  happily 
unite  the  playful  with  tlie  thoughtful,  as  is  the  case  usually  with 
the  contemplative  mind ;  and,  what  with  narratives  of  the  stir- 
ring events  of  the  army,  anecdotes  of  persons  and  performances, 
a  lively  satirical  vein,  and  a  frank  humor,  he  contrived,  without 
much  effort,  to  make  himself  highly  attractive  to  the  youth,  who 
frequently  rode  over  to  Glen-Eberley  to  sit,  as  well  as  hird  with 
him,  and  who,  for  a  time,  became  quite  enthusiastic  in  his  admi- 
ration of  the  partisan.  He  frequently  amused  his  mother  with 
a  recital  of  the  subject-matter  of  conversation  between  them,  and 
learned  to  repeat  the  good  things  of  the  captain,  as  if  they  were 
his  own. 

Porgy,  who  liked  the  grace  and  spint  of  the  youth,  was  pleased 
with  the  admiration  which  he  displayed,  and  was  at  some  pains 
to  secure  it  Arthur  possessed  a  pair  of  foils,  lefl  by  his  father ; 
Porgy  gave  him  lessons  in  fencing,  and  was  equally  delighted 
with  his  rapidity  of  improvement,  and  the  grace  and  ease  of  his 
address  in  swordmanship.  In  biief,  the  veteran  and  the  youth 
were  on  terms  of  the  most  cordial  intimacy ;  and  the  latter,  as 
soon  as  he  heard  the  particulars,  became,  of  course,  deeply  con- 
cerned in  the  legal  embarrassments  of  the  former.  We  need 
not  say  that  he  could  give  no  help  by  his  counsels  in  the  matter, 
^ougfa  he  rather  inclined  to  the  opinion  of  Millhouse  that  the 
better  method  was  to  contrive  some  way  of  fighting  through  the 
difficulty,  and  it  was  with  a  modeet  earnestness  that  he  whispered 
to  the  overseer  his  perfect  willingness  to  serve  as  a  volunteer  in 
any  expedition  which  should  contemplate  this  method  of  squar- 
ing accounts  with  Poi*gy's  creditor. 

fie  listened  with  curious  interest,  and  possibly  some  dissatis- 
&etiou,  when  he  heard  his  mother  gravely  rebuke  the  captain  for 
.  mffering  himself  to  get  angry  with  M'Kewn. 
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''You  ought  to  have  conciliated  him  as  far  as  possible.  Tour 
policy  should  be  to  gain  time.  There  is  none  in  precipitating  the 
event.     Doubtless,  you  had  provocation^  but — " 

**Veiy  great!"  muttered  Porgy,  but  he  could  not  venture  to 
tell  her  that  she  herself  had  been  the  subject. 

•*  We  must  still  gain  time,  captain  —  gain  as  much  as  possible. 
There  are  now  no  courts  in  session.  There  will  be  none  till  the 
fall.  I  don't  know  much  of  business,  but  I  suppose  M'Kewn 
can  scarcely  proceed  till  then — " 

"I  don,'t  know  that,"  sidd  Porgy.  "I  know  very  little  of  the 
law,  but  I  believe  there  are  certain  processes  which,  even  before 
judgment,  will  enable  a  creditor  to  bind  or  seize  a  debtor's 
property." 

"  We  must  consult  with  Pinckney.  In  the  meantime,  there  is 
a  matter  which  concerns  this  person  M'Kewn,  in  connection  with 
both  of  us,  which,  perhaps,  ought  to  be  known  to  you,  though, 
as  a£Pairs  at  present  show  themselves,  1  do  not  see  tliat  the  pos- 
session of  my  statement  merely,  will  be  of  any  avail  to  your  re- 
lief." 

She  proceeded  to  tell  of  the  papers  which  she  had  appropria- 
ted from  the  desk  of  Moncrieff,  but  suddenly  arrested  herself  to 
say  to  her  son — 

"  Arthur,  remember,  this  matter  must  not  be  whispered  by  you 
to  anybody.  It  may  do  mischief  if  repeated,  particularly  under 
impulse  or  excitement,  and  without  the  means  to  prove  what  I 
say." 

She  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  missing  box,  and  manu- 
ficnpts,  and  to  describe  the  contents  of  the  latter,  giving  par- 
ticulars, of  which  we  are  already  in  possession.  Porgy  saw  at 
once  tlie  importance  of  the  statement  could  the  writings  be  re- 
covered. 

"My  dear  widow,"  sidd  he,  "could  we  recover  the  papei's, 
and  prove  this  fellow's  handwriting,  which  I  could  do  easily,  we 
should  have  him  aj  our  mercy." 

*•  This  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Parsons;  it  is  also  the  opinion  of 
Colonel  Pinckney.  I  have  consulted  both ;  and  but  for  the  un- 
fortunate loss  of  that  box — " 

"  It  must  be  found.  I  will  find  it,"  cried  Porgy.—"  That  fel 
low  Bast  wick  must  be  forthcoming." 
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«*KQdi)iig  W  iw9  VMintbai.  I  bity«  4mm  to  bifa^  ho^  to  Ae 
fint  tree,  shottld  i'li^r  bai^U  oa  Um,  X  iml^  S^ ^  bonefii  of 
hi«  wife.iwd  daldrea." 

'^  Stay  I"  Bttd  Mrs.  S^veloigb»  paftlting  ber  Soger  on  ber  lipB, 
••  here  comes  little  Dory." 

And  the  little  gii^l  tsfi^va^  tb#  pi^wa  at  ^be  i^oiiieiH;  aad  en- 
tered the  b^^ap^iiv^  pmi9pUiXfoi(Wlavd  to  tde  c^^plaio^iMid  pit- 
ting her  1H$^  mhij^  ba^  ;i^  Im*  He  leolied  «t  beH  with  f(l^ 
prise^ '  Sacb.  a  cb%ng«  a#  a  few  day^B  had  ^^congbt  jin'ber  ap»- 
pe«nu»ee.  SUbfi  ivim^  new]y  d^  in  beUev  qnWily  of  o^oAe4 
made  b^  Mt^  ll^e*  it-  w^a  Ginderelkw  tho  dmdge,  eoo^«i|jiMi 
by  £wy  bimdf^  i^Mto  Oindevella  the  pmceil.  Tba  litf Of.tbtegb 
h»antifiil  an  uglier  ciUMOK^^  was  mHfiiMiy^90t^mpf9^  fllMi. dM 
clovd.  She  imJM  comeiowd^*  M  abe/snir  tha  ei^Mtaici  panuwlf 
the  ^aoge,  .  Se  kMed  hrttt  b^tree^k  tbe.  ay^  andiwitb  aibonifi 
gbe  davted  iMwy^ 

8c9va8ly)iikd  «b^9QM  when  Axtbw'i^Tekigb.f^ 
a  little  restiff.  In  a  few  moments  he  disappeared  aUp^l9a|mg 
Iba  44p4aiii  i^  bis  mother  to  4)onduda  tbw  to^renoe  Hi^out 
wiUMtfliea.  ]b^  is  not  our  ^jpe  to  pi|i*9nft  it  fi^bBr.  Sfiomi^  that 
Porgy  left  the  widow  with  tbe  increasing  conviction  ,^^  Ue'walB 
dast^ad,  in  lome  wi|y^  tc>>r»  bl^  jMe^^  relief  )k>  b<ir.  lliey 
had  agreed  upon  certam  matters  together.  They  were  botb  iib 
write  to  GaWi»4  JP«w5kaey»wlHlfi  Fi^l^  wa«  to  reoew  bif  efforts 
at  racpyaring  tb#jmisBiHg  bpj&> .  ^R^i^n  Arthur  S^^cd^igbieNmed 
to  the  bonse  which  he  had  left,  on  some  pretext  of  looking  f^^ 
dags  «nd  birdiit  b^  J«9iii)ed  a  lUtle  dis^|^i|ited  tha^  Povgy  was 
gape,  and  nl  osae  aiM)vad  'to  ridff  «ft^  bim«  Bit  bia  gAv0  «y 
Ibe  resol^tlw  ii|  a  aA0|«e»t  aft^r*  iu»d  aontionted  himself  nitb 
taking  up  bia  i^iaaUing  np  qn0  9f  bia  s^niiDel  dogis^  laid  aal- 
taig  forth  Oil.  a  |riMN(p  wi^  fcbe  fine  wooda* 

Hi^  >0Biie  lad  biia  .dinsady  dawiv  4ie  ftvennei  l0l4iAg'tS!  tt^ 
high  road-  He  h^d  muaec^y  e/a^^^  into  tbi^r  b^r6  be  ««- 
eoi^itf^f^  <Qn  boiMiack,  th^  t^ry  paisaon  pf  whoaei  s^Qteil  dlowi- 
drelism  he  had  heard  so  much  said  only  An  hour  hefov^,  lI'KewA, 
the  Scotcbman^rirtMmiykiBgibiaiaiiy^efftly  tiow^  th9.wld<m*8. 
Arthur  woi^i/lHYe  av^id^  biln»  by  bury^wg  hin^f  ia  the 
woods,  but  it  was  too  late  to  escape  unseen,  and  M*Keiiru-i»eferaed 
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determined  to  prevent  it.  H«  baw,  in  the  tts^eiet  of  tbe  ytfnng 
many  tbe  pveftidices  and  flaspidont  of  thi^  mother.  His  policy 
was  to  dwarm  them  boA.  We  hare  seen  that  he  had  already 
called  upon  the  widow.  The  rifle  on  the  lad's  shoulder,  and  the 
dog  beside  him,  at  once  afforded  him  a  clew  by  which  to  con- 
ciliate the  son. 

**  GtooA  morning,  master  Arthur/'  said  he,  as  he  Approached  * 
**  good  morning.  Ton  are  fbr  a  sqnfirrel-hmM,  I  perceive.  WeO, 
if  yott  wiU  take  my  woods  you  wiH  find  tbem  in  greater  abun- 
dance thim  in  amy  other  part  of  the  eetmtiy.  I  do  believe  my 
IbxHiqiiirrels  are  the  most  magniicent  of  skbe  that  can  be  found 
asy where.  One  of  them  can  eheSfy  eat  up  bidf  a  do«&n  eats  of 
com  at  a  dtting.  Do  me  the  favor  to  hmit  them  up  and  make 
a^  faanSIar  ao^pudntaanoe  'wUh  diem  as  possRile.  My  gronnds  are 
ahraya  fipee  to  yon,  and  yon  wQl  ^d  them  Ml  ef  other  game. 
If  you  want  a  deer-hmit  at  any  time,  let  me  hear  the  ni^  befoi'e, 
and  I  will  secure  you  a  shot;  and,  as  for  doves  and  partridges, 
you  can  seaitely  skhi  the  fidds  anywiMte  without  stombKng 
overtkem." 

Arthur  tbarited  him,  but  received  the  overttbre  widi  ^Idness. 

**Ycm  mother's  at  home,  I  suppose.  I  see  shcf  has  rooeutly 
had  »  visiter." 

Here  he  smiled  6igBlficantIy,lookkig  up  the  road.  The  ytulh 
bowed. 

^Captain  Porgy  is  a  frequent  visiter  at  your  house.'' 

^ Yes>  sir;  he  comes  sometimes,  mk^  we  are  always  glud  to  see 
bkn." 

**  I  suppose  so,— I  suppose  so ;  theeaptahi  is  no  doubt  a  great 
gallatit^most  military  men  are.  The  lac^  usually  find  ihetii 
invincible.  But  -^e  wak»  are  now  over^  muster  Aithtii',  atid  ^k 
gown  they  teU  us»  when  tihat  is  the  case,  soon  gets  t&e  b^er  irf 
die  sword.  It  is  the  oaptaki's  misfortnue  thai  he  does  not  Suffi- 
ciently tanih  this  ftwt.  I  barely  reminded  htm  of  the  ftiot  that 
be  owed  me  a  certam  and  very  coniMerable  debt,  and  he  was 
for  fighting  me  on  the  i^ot.  Hal  ha!  what  do  you  think  tit 
suck  A  mode  of  settHng  a  debt  f " 

Artfaur  only  looked  at  his  rifle  bbt  said  uotkftig.    • 

**  You  say  your  mother's  at  home,  master  Arthmr/^ 

«Yes,8ir.** 
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«"  W«H,  I  am  abottt  to  visit  her.  I  wOl  not  eanj  yon  Wek 
with  me,  knowing^  jmsk  had  much  rather  be  at  b^ter  sport  But 
see  to  my  l»a  s^oineto,  v31  70%  and  remesri^ar,  whenerer  jou 
woaU  bavo  a  cniek  at  a  baek,  I  can  eeitaiBly  1^^  jam  cue 
ahwiya,^ 

Th9  jmAk  agani  thadked  hiin»  and  hniriod  into  the  iroeds. 
M'BMnm  Jboked  afker^blBft  as  he  diMippoaied/and  mattered-^ 
*«The  eab  has  had  hii  wadrnhif^.  They  ftre  aU  against  me. 
Bat !— ''  and4e  gwre  his  horse  the  spnr^and  was  sodn  eaateriag 
«p  the  aveaae  to  ihe  widow's  dwelling*  She  'received  him  very 
d¥iliy>  and 'after  a  few  preliminary  flooxishes,  he  began*— 

'^  I  have  called  to  see  you^  lirs.  Eveleigh,  as  a  neighbor  whom 
I  vevy  mnch  respect,  in  order  that  your  miad  may  not  be  ahttsed 
by  an^rAing  that  yo«  si^  have  heard  vespeetnig  a  late  affsk 
irith  Oaplaii}  Poagy*  I  believe,  my  dear  madam,  I  have  as  mndi 
deaise  to  keep  on  good  terms  wi&  my  neighbors,  as  anybody  in 
the  country,  and,  I  am  sore^  if  there  be  any  difference  between 
tisyike  ftnte  is  not  Mkeiy  to  he  mine.  Ton  mnst  know,  Mrs. 
^daigh,  that  I  am,  and  for  years  have  been,  a  large  credMor 
of  the  captain*  mid  I  held  a  mortgage^poa  his  lands.  But  this 
moatgage  does  not  half  secwe  me,  and  I  called  apon  the  cq^n, 
intending  only  to  aik  him  for  additional  securities,  when  he  feH 
into  a  passion  with  me,  withent  any  sort  of  provocation,  impnted 
firattd  to^  me,  and  I  knew  not  what,  and  ao  we  parted.  No#^,  as 
yoil  may  hear  ef  this  matter,  from  other  soaiees,  I  wish  to  pat 
you  in  the  right  as  to  the  particulars.  I  have  too  much  desire 
«f  yote  good  opinion  to  be  wflling  that  yon  ahodkl  hear  of  the 
affiiir  bam  anybody  hut  myself,  and  I  am  aaiMtts  to  assure  jrou 
Aat»  as  a  newntomer  into  the  neighborhood,  it  is  neither  my 
policy  nor  my  wish  to  have  any  quarrel  with  anybody." 

He  said  a  great  deal  more  thaai  this,  all  in  the  most  concifiatoi^* 
v«n.  He  had  his  own  objects  in  keeping  on  good  t^rms,  espe- 
etalty  with  the  >iridow,  and  in  fact  he  was  glad  of  any  occasion 
which  would  justify  his  frequent  visits.  He  was  a  bschekr  and 
she  was  a  fine  woman,  having  a  fine  fortune.  But,  apart  from 
tins,  he  still  entertained  some  lurking  apprehensions  that  he 
might.bessmesvhatln.herpeiwer.  ThinUkig  that  she  had  posses- 
sed herself  of  the  misang  pi^pers  between  himsdf  and  Moncriefi^ 
yet  not  qi^iv»  that  Bostwick  had  obtaitied  thte»^  these  was 
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K  Inridn^  anxiaty  wfaibli' tibubM  bim  and  tmida  fain^  *;fiMt'  isoli 
eitdns  to  Bftke  the  moit  fttvoxsnbl&iiDprefJskNi  xtpoh  her* 

M^Kewn  :#«&  a  bnd  bat  j[iot  itt^lodluBg  10904  9aA  htd  had  ieen 
enoa^  of  ^ood  sbcfefy  to  cttvfhainaelf'fdsikft  in  th«  {(refetem 
of  the  sex.  We  must  not  forget  to  mentioo  that  evcrythiftff  dbefi* 
Mn  was  in  the  fiisl  Btjie  bf  fasfaiba.  The  won  Ae  beat^ckyt&^s, 
anddidiMAsfiDthimidf  indte<nAtkm8«rfa»]^«i^  Siafin^^ 
shone  with  riaga.  •  A  hug^'  jewd  blaiied  ih  dra*  piaWIMi  88bluc«- 
^  the  Tufflea  of  his  thkt  The  Mh  at  bis  wiibt  w«]^  af  the 
finest  laee.  Hfo  baotfe  wovid  hnve  satiafi^d  the  Bead  or  Btt>a4 
street  dcmdy ;  tlie  efupnictnt  of  his  horse  ^onld  hate  won  ad- 
nrimtion  on  the  raee-«onn^^  knd  ill  Ms  •dem^Aic  atrangenlo  its 
tontemplated  the  best  defined  Uandi^da  of  the  faottihg-iisiiieT.H. 
M^Kewn  was  eihtfiotis  of  tiie  heel  socM  positiOBi' andv  00  te  aa 
money  might  he  eii^MOted  to  lecute  it'ilor  Qiira,  it  il^aa  owd  wid^ 
out  ji^  or  Kanit.  The  kdjr  hieiaid  hhu  Wkh  quiet  eoihposiBw  K 
th#e»b  •,.,'. 

*I  thank  yoafor}/<)nrtOfflplMentai;;^iHkfai»'in'r0g«Mrfi  toi)tnj- 
self.  but  I  thbald  ptefer  not  to  be  required  to  •sife  in  judgnwili  oii 
^lis  difficulty  between  youriaif  and  Captnd  Potgy/' 

^  Ah  1  iiiAdam»  but  tliall  I  hav«  veasait  to  hnbw  tlMt  the  osfftain 
has  been  beferehaiid  with-  me  in  las  ribveUtixMiB,  and  tlwefeiar  tiiat 
^ou  might  be  prejudiced  in  the  tntitter^" 

"Sv^n  if  ttiM  were  ^euas^*' said  tbe  lkd^;**l  d«  »^  aw, 
Mn  M*>Kewii,  hew  tbe  natter  will  aff^t  the  fnleneats  of  «ith«r 
of  you." 

«  Ah !  mkdam,  t  am  tfot  unai^ai^  <if  tba  kterctot  whiah  yon 
have  talam  in  the^ei^tafai^B  alBurv.  I  adi  «ot  igAanrnt  tfait  Uia 
to  you,  and  yDua  ftiendly  loiiaa^  thlit  hd  owea  the  roitanrtion  of 
his  e8tab1ishnMftmt«-^'and«^" 

,  *<  lHoBf  Mr.  M'EJewn^  it;  a|^pea]is>«o  nie«  m  a  Imdineas  wfaiflh  liied 
not  proYoke  the  coneem  of  any  thhrd  peiaon.'? 

'*I  beg  pardon,  madam  ;-*^ yon  are  right -*^  simply  stitad 
what  Was  die  notorious  fact*' 

'^  It  ia  one  of  those  facts,  sir,  in  respect  to  whidi  tbeas  haa 
bcten  ao  privacgr^  O^ptmn  Po»gy  was  in  want  of  .moneys  4nd  i 
had  tt^il^  to  lelid,  I  Jebt  liim  womy  on'goodilaeiiiitjr.' I^Uaina 
tf'inaTtgi^6<m*tt-hiakiagfOQlu'*  m^ 

^  B^^*  wMi  h  iodle,  '*  that  mortgage  ^wiH  lacanaiy  tiepeir  them 
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M.  At  |fr0Mtt#  pribes,  flt«  h«iiiri«li  g«i»ew  wili  toflmlj  iiagf 
tuNttf^^t^  fl6g»0M^  Of  the  kalf  ^  th^m.*' 

M'Kewn  had  evidentlj  been  a  shrewd  inqairer  into  the  afiUn 
«^th«pwrtlM« 

''  Putfbftff  iH)t»  flir^  iad  tfiat  is  no*  tiie  kim  I  nwMi  tpcoiiMjPi. 
Ilii  eiMMi^ibtttt^  loin  i»<}iill8iecura' ill  oidsr  t6  JMtify  iM 
ki  iH*k]li|f  it^  AMgli  I  Am  -not  «ir«%  thai  mjr  embet  b»  tk« 
tMiaaetiim  Meds  aay  jwdicatftD*/'' 

^^By  «!•  means*  madam ;  do  Mt  aajtpaae  me  gnkty  of  atqr'i» 
teotioii  to  eoMviey  mob  an  idea.'* 

The  lady  pfo^eeded. 

**  One  wovd,  Mr.  M'Kewa.  Oaplinii  Povgy  i»  a  yeudeiMi  bj 
birth  and  edueation,  who  haa  boaft-  doing  good  lemee  to  hk 
coHrtrjt  for  wecnml  yearn*  without  pay  or  rewacd*  and  t^  the 
griavoafr  itijnry  of  hia  own  Suttoxm.  It  aeams  to  me  that  ha 
deaenrea  eyery  indulgence  that  ean  be  aeeefcfed  him  by  thoea 
wW  are  gtmteM  tO'Sawveitfw  tkoae  blenioga  of  independence 
iririehhtehaahe^d  to  whi.  I  lua  at  a  iota  tease  what  moliva 
there  can  be  for  urging  him  to^a  aatialMtioQ.of  tiwM  debta  whkk 
can  only  be  paid  now  by  the  enfire  aaoiifiee  of  hb  property. 

^I  iinderttaB4yoa,madam;  and  I  may  day  that  I  shoiddliave 
hse»  pleased  to  iMblge  Oaptain  Poi^»  but  ha  is  a  person  who 
won't  let  yoa  serve  him ;  and  when  he  kiaolendy  called  my 
hoBOE  in  qttestion»  he  detarmiBod  Hie  to  give  him  no  mduIgeAcei 
In  bnal^  tbm,  fiirelei^»  Oaptain  Porgy  is,  with  all  has  aditoatioa^ 
a  mere  tufian*  a  ooaxse  hratsl  sdMier»  who  tUbks  to  carry  it 
with  Tislense  and  a  faigk  hand  againtt  the  laiirs.  Bat  he  shaU 
see.    His  perseiud  inaoloMe  to  mor^ madam,  is'  beyond  forgir*' 


'*  Really,  ]£r«  M<Kewii»  I  do  not  «[iderstaiii  yo«.  Am  I  to 
tttdenstand  dial  your  mode  of  reaeaiiag  a  personal  mdigmty  is 
to  dothe  yourself  with  the  tenaote  of  the  cseditor,  instead  <tf -«-*'* 

The  hAy  paused.  She  fek  diat^  in  aiteiing  thm  saraasmy  she 
had  gcme  tso  £ur ;  she  was  domg  misehief  to  the  oaase  which  she 
wiriied.to  help }  and  that  her  policy*  on  the  part  of  Porgy,  and 
as  she  had  been  cowmalling  him».  ought  to  be  oowsiliatory  ouly; 
fths  9aa  eonscioiia  dS  ersor  onotbBr>g«miidfc  SUiohad^iiesed 
feeal  Aasoristisn%  and  the  aatfrent  praslioe.of  tho'tisDl^  to  naarf 
piaoiihii  iMkr  jud^MUli  at  Ae  WfeaaO  of  ker  rdigitfa.    She  was 
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dress  to  the  duello.    She  Bto|f>^d  licmielf  siidd«iiilj>,  mi  upolo* 


**  Pai'don  me,  Mr.  M'Kewn,  I  am  wi^ng.  I  did  not  WiiffM  tbbii 
BtAsLpBycn  nelqpii^  right  io-tbe  assoctiott  of  yow;  dtims  b> 
oifeabKskMl  legal  methiodft.  That  {  abovld:  have  tbouf^t^  0r  itigi^ 
gested  otkacwise^  onljr  ahraw  that  the  aa^ei^  m  ^ne^ilniC  ihenld 
not  properly  concern  me.  Le4  me  MtDffy^  rape^  the.wisb^  that 
yda  Blwidd  aieoordtas  math  fatwr  to  a  hrare  man(f*^not  a  mffian, 
sir, — one  whom,  perhaps,  70a  have  sonevhat  iufflad,-rT*as  ma^ 
be  consistent  with  joar  interests.  It  wHl  do  yon  no  hurt,  Jbut 
mtber  umbqIl  good  in  th^  nei^borhood,  if  ,yt»u  fbrbeac  as  long  aa 
possible  tovrardtOBiawjiQ  is  aaak  a  fpctaoEal  favorite.^ 
»  '^  Na^r,  madan«  One  wl^o  a»  erridepAly  a  pttrtmrnlatf  favontoi," 
he  aatwcned  with,  a  wandering  smile..  The  ckeeka  of  the  ladj 
iaihed  and^heriQWfr  flariied  fierteljr. 

'*  I  am  hardly  prepM>ed  to  aadentand  yail^r.  Ifi'lLefrn,  though 
ki8  evidant-fBHa  joar  baks  aad  duuuMii  tkftt  y^iladattgnBd  noma* 
tUttg  vaiy  sateestiD  and  aflena^a-^" 

**  By  no  meaaa,  Mmb*  Bveieigli  *^*' 

**  Let  me  say,  sir,  by  way  of  protoettng  myself^  that  I  hare 
been  a  soldiar^s  wife;  and  I  have  leartii^  soiae  lessonfl  Ironi  his 
l^elingsi  and/  opauoaa,  wUch  I  ^may  not  advocate,  or  argue,  or  da* 
fead  in  any  way,  \M  4i»  fbroe  of  whi^  I  aduiowledge,  and  the 
laws  of  whish  I  oMey,  I  am  a  woipaa,  sir,  it  isitraa;  htA  If  il 
iieeds»  for  tha  assertion  of  my  woaoanly  dignity,  that  I  dicmld  lift 
the>  weapon' of  .the  man,  XshaM  ftal  ne  wonuiafty  feasain  dofaig 
80;  Jf  yduliaye aa^- seraptes^air, in  itaenting persona^  iadlgnitiaa 
as  men  are  apt  to  do,  I  have  none ;  and  though  I  have  many 
Meh^'Sir,  w1h>  woidd  oheerfbliy  do  battle  in  my  cause,  I  would 
not  soffer  one  of  them  to  Inoar  any  perfl  of  life  or  limb,  while  I 
am  able  to  stand  and  confront  the  insolent,  myself.  I  trust  yon 
understand  me.    Here^  if  you  pkaae^  our  conferenqe  most  and.'^ 

She  had  risen  when  tiiese  things  were  to  be  said,  aad  M'Kewn 
had  risen  also.  Her  tall  and  portly  fbm,  her  commandiag  atti- 
tude, her  sharps  clear  voice,  the  indignant  fires  in  lier  eye,  breath* 
ing^  aqaalecom  and  nobinnaBi,wara  a^studyidr  the  dnniiatia 
fiiBtef;  8bewMiBoadioo»4i|4ieiwadof  haaBxitoia.  fikewaa 
Zenobia  at  Ae  momMt  aClMr  gnataflt  nonfideQca,  wlien^flia  d»> 
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^ed  an  tbe  strength  ef  RonM.  M^Kewn  wat  aweJl.  He  stam- 
mered some  ineonseqneiitial  ap0logiei,whiek€n^cAii8ed  herlip 
to  curl  with  increasing  seoni. 

••  Gro,  sit/*  sbe  said,  "  no  more !  —and  yet,  one  word,  sir.  There 
was  a  person,  one  Bostwick,  a  squatter  iw  many  years  on  my 
lands,  whom  I  had  the  fortune  to  encounter  at  Oolonei  MoneriefiPa 
when  yon  and  he  Were  in.  eonfei^nee  together^  Do  you  kaew, 
sh*,  what  has  heeoitfe  ^f  that  maa  B^tirkk  I*' 

It  was  a  raereifistinct-^— a  somewhirt  msthg^  otne^^that  pmnpA^ 
ed  the  widow  to  send  that  t^all  «t  raadois,  seriungr  the  ptopeif 
victim.  It  strock  hifli.  IfKewn,  Hwed  helbret  war  now  shoeked^ 
ahnost  paralysed.  Bit  fcee  |;rew  pale  as  deaths  faia JipepartOT^ 
hnt  not  tar  speech.  Be  stood  for  4  moment  yadaiitfy'gidang  npH 
on  the  inqttfrer,  as  st^  er^cl,'Witib  ilnger  poi&tiBfdii«etly  to  Umi 
die  Earned  to  await  KIb  answer.  WMi  a  predigioiis/«ffi>i:fa  be  ai 
feugChgttv^it— only  a  single  m)tciiee,nttevedwiih  algai^ 

**  I  know  nothing  of  the  man." 

*  Ah ! --i*^'ri--eii»<igh'r 

8he  said  no  more,  aftd,  iHth  s  Mot  '*good  nondiif ,  jw^amM 
he  hnrriefl  nem  the  's^iulment. 
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BPKjiwiv  t6d#  tlMfiie  ifMh' ieatc^y  II  cfMMdottsBavioff  1^ 
raiT;  It  WHi!  9m»^»^  *W<^  be  veec^raped  fbem  ikm  Parddm 
sMfr  ef  1^  irtddw/  'V&  sapr «t «  giabei  wM^r  beriebspMioni 
tended,  and  it  #m  enly  aftey  a  Ibng  intetvaly  tfaairU  lefiecte^ 
that  hers  wem  sespiekM  only ;  amd  S6  long  as  the  aiisauif  jmpbm 
were  net  forthee>mitfg»  ne  matter  what  aaaptektfu  were  enteolasBr 
ed,  they  conld  itt  no  respeet  avaal  agaanet  him.  Bnt  wiare  Ae 
papers  mMng  t  Had  not  Bestwiek  deceived  him  1  Was  Ihere 
Mt  sotaie  f^ms^  for  sttppoemg;  firmn  the  tomqpe.  taken,  by  ibe 
ilMb#,'tikat tkniikanuM  In  posaeswbnwf.ber  piooli I  Buta^litt^ 
^Im  i^eftcelM«Ml«0cU  hNa  tc^  tb«  «eibtfaiy. 
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••U  tAm  haA  tlum«  ihe  ottvee^  witk  n^b  a  ImUo0  to,wiuii  mfif 
ani  with  mok  it  jMMaonate  BfttiM^  tould  have  kcipi  gaWt  ao  l<mcf. 
It  is  her  passion  that  speaks  now.  Had  I  not  provokficL  hei',  she^ 
mover  woiikL  have  let  out  so  nuich«  I'm  glad  that  I  stung  ker 
into  the  showing  o£  her  seciet.  It  is  now  dear  to  me  that  Bostr 
irkk  got  the  papere';  wad  be-^I  trust  that  he  is  in  the  sea,  or  in 
^^•^  it:  tnatt^s  not  whesOf  so  be  keeps  aw.ay  from  this !  Yet^ 
she  saw  the  rascal  hi  tfaa*.  otte* gtop9«  ftft  Moneriaffs}  8be  hag 
ik9  eym  c£  9i  hemk\  Ske  ir<Hri4  figkt. toa I  awoid  or  pistols, 
fiv^  paces  even,  attd  MVM^wiak  mk  ^ti  8ba  should  biM^e  been 
a*iaiiil  Skeinoaldkiwe  beisii  afaiWM  ooel  AsawomaAsb^ 
wetdd  naver  wit  ms.  Sh^  Biigbt  !wds«ta)ff  to  kor9ewbip  ine  iii 
m^cmm  konaehald^  WiU  she mimry this nfynmffth  fosgj  |  Nak 
indeed !  8ke  has  faoen  to«  Ittngp  frot^  ^  mek  or  mM»  another 
inateiv  mm  \  D«^  hte^  tmloNi/  she  vmnimt  9he  iMk  not 
save  kirn  \  XwiB  ateip  and  hegyatkinitif  tkete  he  taw.^  ^^jw 
in  the  land." 

Leaving  him  in  this  amiable  deteift<f)>|ti»i?,  v^t^oh.  nnd^ffwent 
no  nildMriitiim.-sBtk  tkf»  Fn>gre0a'0£  tjm»  ji4  is  pxepec  that  we 
should  glance  at  the  affairs  of  otkerr^AdtffihoiqdinAt^  puf^^  iR 
our  true  life-bistorj.  The  appointed  period  had  arrived  when 
Lance  Frampton  should  be  united  to  Ellen  Oriffin.  The  wedding 
was  to  take  place  the  verj  night  of  the  day  when  Captain  Porgy 
made  his  last  visit,  as  briefly  described,  to  Mrs.  Eveleigh.  When 
he  returned  home,  not  having  remained  to  dine  as  usual  with  the 
widow,  he  found  the  li^ditenant  kltei^  lital^g  his  preparations. 
His  wedding^^lotb/^  we|[e  ^£re«4  ^U  Ppny?  wi|s  jbrushing  kk 
boots ;  one  of  the  negro-girls  was  mending  nis  suspenders ;  and 
4i^i  jnnik  hknaeli  bnqr.aboni  •  doilM<  4MeiWf  t}ip«li?r9  "^ 
mdi  ft  ita*e  ofinflrtiena  «iMtenle»t  tk4t  be  leeUy  k^ 

Jetled  witk  hkn  meoiljj  after  Us  style  of  knBi9pri.up(m  the  cnreo^ 
wk|eb  wae  «ff>Bonolnng.  Forgj,  of  oowrae»  b«i>been  mvHed  te 
attend  j  so  kas  Mitlhonte ;  Tom,  the  ceek,  wUtkont  being  aake4» 
ttodfted  the  young  man  dnit  be  wonld  be  jmsent 

'^Yeu'lr  one  eb  de  ^Miiljr,  Ujhm  Lance>  mi'  I  moss'  see  bow 
you  gnme-tbtngb  de  enaekM  finnMeeti#n|.  It's  mvm  ia  sem^ 
<fenplB).dlBgiBllnigpwriM,dangn»9eii]ila  de;i^  Ctoy  Me 
all  ober  wid  a  sawt  eb  ntU sweat;  and  i0f  Irimbtiii  jiet  ei  ef 
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lli^  mm  Bf^MI^'  de  i»tiib  wf  i3ie  itimj'M  hmgmtiL  Kra^  J[«^ 
LaMe,  le'  flUi  tell  yiA  wte'^or  iia  Jes^  belSott  yoa  iiab  Sar'Mm 
Wp  b6feir»4e  pti»^,^mt:*>  Blitf  poll  utt  »ck  JinaiML  HeinH 
h^  ttf^k*  ytm  HaroD^.^Sf  yioa  dtMtrv  nebbor  b'Jliis»£}lfen  «m 
jou  tAcMir;  foir  wcttumi  idwajTS  wiU  tiit  devsntaga  olauuiwluif 
iftf  'flee  h  lAcMT.  Ton  uitis'  ^Un  vp  ^temiehtt  boW«p  ywaa  kaa4» 
tmd  jeT  f(Ni  keep  t'inkiBg  «U  iis  tnae^  ef  f cm  no  idll  de  411111174 
1m  gttiiie  ^  MJl  yM.^'-IVa  it  i  $sA  when  ^f^m  t'iak  dat»7Mi  mJi 
idiet  yotir«eef  «lo«e»  «n'  ffing  <m6  wid  jdl  j»n  Mrm^  asref  ymi 
jer  de  cry  all  'bout  yoa, '  Ta'hoa  Qna^tei^ !'  S£  ym  n»  fed 
*lMiig4attiiai^  iillea:  f^a  ^'mk  jcm  j'er  dat  .'ooyt  ^on  >fcBs  de 
l^atlie*  aftii  lie  wwrna  wlil>e  ym  manaaa  Imt  tehbcr  axtas^i&r 
me  t'oiiMn^ytenfyeM*]»*«t'allde4Ba0oif»^;iim» 
¥«ny  wha'  I  ^eay,  amd  ivel  youaelf  fstiDn^  :^fore^<d^  tiitie  fer  «k 
%l(t  oDiae  Ott/^ 

The  sergeant  eontentod  Uaiielf  "wkh  wjing  tlMit,'^Marriagb 
is  good  ifor  some  people.  '^EVodd  do  for  iiie  «8lppai,ef  «o  be  he 
got  hold  of  the  right  pQMNm;  botirlnt  aoh  ^»  ielleir  a*  j««i, 
ehonld  gH  a  wife  for,  Axt^s  tio  aeeing.  Yoa've  got  boUqiig,  and 
file's  got  viOthingy  $mi  two  nodihigs  pat  /together,  make  a  hooae- 
ftiH  of  kEpeaaes,  and  not  a  shittmg  of  pro^  'TwoMlda't  ha' 
done  yon  eeny  harm,  Lanoe,  ef  you^  waited*  tell  yon  was  ibrty- 
fiye,  Mke  the  cappin,  and  ^en  died  a  bachelor,  onleBs  yon  ccmld 
gH  Hie  right  sort  of  ipnsson,*^^ne  tShmt  bad  somethiog  te  put  io 
your  nothing,  my  lad.  Bnt  tfaat^  m4  si^g  4bat  Stten  am't-a 
arigbty  nice  gal,  Laaee;  Ae^is,  and  «pnrty,(aAd  I  reekon  siSs 
Aal  BTMtly  what  hastakea  yon.  But  to  to  sporty  lahit  iaaon^, 
«ifd  wlion  yon  maRiea^e^ooon,  you  dooH jgive  yonrself  hafe  la 
^Mhiee." 

Bat^eae  oeld-water  apeoekeaidid  /Ml  disoonrage  onr  fientaii- 
«tit.  Th^onfy" served  ^o  Enorease^hia  waaiety  to  have  the  affiir 
over.  An  boor  befom  smtset  found  the  who^  eavaloade  iready 
for  departure  and  is  the  saddle,  Poigy  taking  the  lead.  Lance 
«nd  MiUbonse  ridmg  together,  just  behnd  him,  and  Tom  and 
ifomp  bringioQ^  up  tiie  imar.  Pomp  had  his  violin  sking  about 
Ids  nedc  in  bis  blue  jacket,  with  red  fadngs,  his  glaaed  cap, 
«nd  white  homesputt  breeches,  Pomp  ^ek  ihat  ^he  kad  aMide  a 
laife«ltideiin'digni^jnoe^»  period  ef  his  seseue  ^m  the 
OriftMiiMhs.    We  sflre  it*to  ttereqiiain  not  ioouit  stating  Aat 
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iMilladiefttol^ftCMrtaotMpieof  lKmi».bff«te;wl4b«%<l«|Bi)^bii 
of  Jmriiaiaa,  a  gaHon  of  Wine,  imA  some  :0^er  «maU  ereatnit 
bomfelis,  deugnai  t#  hdp.cmt  Ibe  men^^^oAkiAg*  He^  hatd  akp 
0ome  prcteenta  f^  the  bride  m  AeAtcjpA  of  dieseesaiid  cHnMinent^ 
and  a  box  and  banreli  aiso  ikmvejed  bj  the  eaft,  Qootained  e 
pietty  little  oontxikutioii  te  the  {btve  houaekeepisg  <if  the  yoong 
couple.  Millhonse  saw  these  things  p«i  up  to  be  seot^  irith  ae 
eoffdial  fseliiii^  though  the  sal^ect  wee  one  mpeQ  vhieh  he  daj> 
mi  not  openly  say  a  single  wovd.  But»  in,  aeeiet  somoqtij/he 
deplered.tfae  etptdn's  psafigaej'. 

'*^Tkef  doeBttftvtandia  seed  of  dl  ^m  tbingi^  aodit's  jest 
aothiBg  better  ihaai  watte.  .  Waete  breeds  jmuit;  en4  jihe  Lofd 
knows  how  aeon  he^ti  he  A-wiantm^eTeijthjkig  himaelt  Then 
what^  the  look  oat}  It  rain'  tnoi  hkai^  when  he*a  got  itf  je<t 
like  water  from  the  mill,  when  the  dam's  broke  down  ift  a  fre^, 
Lmrdl  kow  he  does  want  a  stiiek  inaster  over  him  I" 

It  was  sanoet  when  the  paHj  veached  Mrs*  Griffin^a^  and  the 
company  was  ahready  bsginning  to  sssomble.  There  wete  seyeral 
young  people  of  both  sexes  whom  the  eaptatn  did  not  know>  and 
one  of  the  gbds,  all  of  whom  had  walked,  had  got  a, tub  of  water 
in  front  of  the  house  and  waa  oobUy  washing  her  feet  fordhmn, 
the  ovorseer^  was  alsaadj  jafiesent,  and. it  struck  Poigy  that  he 
jeemed  TO^  muph  at  home.  He  was  aapistfaig  Mr9«  QitfSn  in 
ipma^ing  and  anan^ng  tables.  The  ca|ltl^n  thought  he  appear- 
ed c^eiaiia.  radier  than  polite,  partiottlarlj  as  he  saw  him  dtspe- 
nig'the  tippet  upon  the  widow'a  ahoulden^  wbiefa.had.beon  .dii- 
ordered  by  her  ezertiona.  There  was  JtMoh  good4iaoioreid  talk* 
and  some  mir^,  in  undet  tones  between  theai»  whioh  pnt  the 
3yerseer  in  a  more  obtrusive  and  less  agreeable  point  of  view 
than«he  had  hilhevto  shewn  hiauiBlf  to  Poigy^s.  eyes«  B«t  the 
affur  was  one  of  a  eert.to  reader  all  paxtiea  Iree  and  eesy,  and 
our  captain  was  pentoaded  that  the  onsloms  of  drntouAtry,  and 
the  dass,  with  which  he  did  not  claim  to  be  very  familiar,  might 
poasibly  justify  all  these  fireedoras.  He  was  the  more  readily 
iisposed  to  think  thus  when  the  widow  Griffin,  approachiog  hini 
ipntli  the  profi>undest  deference,  and  fiiU  of  sniiles»  entreated  him 
ito-esMe  jmd  take  a  seat  which  she  had  placed  and  prspaved  en- 
lieely  for  Ubn  whesB  he  could  be  at  eaaa,  m  ooe  of  the  heat  poii- 
;iioAs  for  wMneasing  the  ceienwoy,  and  en  a  tapacAMM  t 
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wtdeb  ihe  ihevBril^  ii«d  innde  e0)»«eUl]^  for  hii  use,  and  of  which 
ike  entre«t«4  hit  jnpeptibicej  The  «aptAki  ws»  «as^  p^rtnaded^ 
The  seat  was  a  good  one. — The  cushion  gave  him  the  notion  of 
i  B6W  liizThy.  >He  Ibi^got  ^ety  sooftt  M  liiB  Qtifirgifingd,  whiU  'she 
mik  beeide  hiin^  Hiiteiiisg  witli  the  tno«t  d^fereAtis)  dating  to  all 
he  had  to  say,  and  Fordham  ditailljr  oohtei^ted  himself  Willi 
mBkamg  laenjr with: the  ytftmg  people  In  the  p^it^h:  ' 

OaaidbB  ^ail  toibhes  were  iff hted.  Ttie  pareoti  had  arrived  i 
Urn  gaeete  erowded  ioie  the  lidl,  and  pt^et^  soten  iiled  it.  A  de^ 
eent  intflmal,  and  tiie  piitfsoti  a^ked  M^k  the  yovmg  lltdy.  And 
•oott  die  appeared  aftteaded  by  one'  bridesmaid,  r  SMen  Griffin 
Mrtnaly  iooleed  very  prftty  ui  her  cunpl^  whit^  nrnslin  froe^, 
wkk  one  bngbt  flower  stttek  in  her  silken  ringfete,  coiirfrfkstiRg 
■ot  more  with  them  than  with  the  delicate  paleness  of  her  ehecte. 
At  hm  approfM^h,  MfUbeiiM-eiapped^  Vtuaxptim  cit  hb  -  ^ouldei^ 
and  ihnnntired  pretty  loudly  in  his  eai*8^- 

^^Nowy  Jlon*^be  skear^d/  A»  Tdm  says,  jest  you  tWuk  yoit'te 
a^dbatgisg  ^ke  inimy,  and  ipla&d  up  eto«t  f4r  the  crossing  ei  bag'* 
Beta.    DmiI  yon  Ibrgit  <^e  cappin  is  a-looldng  en  yen." 

And  the  ytnifli  atood  lip,  wsjpl  'Us  fingers  met  and  twined  Iti 
wiik  these  of  Vke  dAjtisei,  and  the  parson  confronted '{hen^«  in4 
the  cppoaaeny  wasr.begunw  MiHbouele  stebd  top  in  the  rear  df  tiie 
Kevteoaiit.  But  Uie  eeoasional  pnsii  k  the  i4b6,  attd^  whispers 
whteitfae  g«v«  hiiBydid  not  ^em-  to  hispirtttlie  yototb,  whose 
head  continued  to  hang  down  bashfully,  until,  in  the  midst  of  the 
eefemony,  the  voibe  of  the  sergeimt  b0c{ame  audlMe-^'^'fle^ds 
vip»  atid>  the  Levd  be  wkh  ye«  !''>->-to  die  com^roatiou  of  the 
parson  and  half  of  the  assembly.  The  youth  was  more  pro«ttpt 
and  deeided  in  h{s  'demonstrations  when  be  was  instruct^  to 
•alate  tiie  bride,  wkiefa  he  did  with  tt  rebounding  smack  that  gave 
■atisfaotory'teetimooy  to  tbe  eaDs  of  the  sei-geant,  Who  exclanned— ^ 
•  "*  Wel},-th^t%  d^ittg  it  eometluog  like.  Nobody  kin  say  now  it 
isn't  done  I" 

'  ^IWpltfso^lbfidwvd  the  esaitipfe  of  ih^l>ridegroom,  and  Capt. 
Porgy  followed  him.  The  captain  did  not  rest  eontebif  tintU  he 
b|itow«dia  «iBrfiliii(c<taiptlmetlt»  vei^  endd^nly,  upM  the  widow 
Griffin  herself,  who  stood  provokingly  nigh  to  Ellen ;  but  he  was 
eeitfoirtidedi  a  Aiemeft^  after,  ko  find  the  orerseet,  F<>rdham» 
ialung  a  similarly  eiHempor^  Uberty 
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'<  He'A  modlj  been  Usting  the  J«inaie«i"  ■mttaed  IP«tgj  wtit^ 
voce  I  but  MiUho«ie>  who  oveifbeard  the  q»fiech,  yramptty  x6^ 
joined-^  ' 

'' He's  aft€»r  Ibe  uperrit  micl  tibe  4e8h«  both !  :Lord!  Iiswewi 
b«t  I  shp^  like  lie  eat  a  }eede  off  <;ke  aame,^te:i  The^ndow 
IcM^  Uke  a  migbtj  nice  ealaUe !" 

Porgy  turned  away  from  the  fpeiaker  a5  in  ^atme  fKiiphaimi 
and  feanmed  bis  «e#t  sfon  the  enshtoned  diair.  Tbe  ^eefamotij 
wa3  fairly  0^^;  it  had  not  been  along  one;  and  •many  waa  thus 
nproar  that  foUewed.  The  eompany  a4l^nisDed  to  tfai»  piaazat  to 
daneei  leayi«g  the  ball  mostly  yaeant,  and  ile  tbe  free  use  of  tbsaa 
n/ho  wero  to  anrange  the  empjper-  Petigy  had  his  ehaar  whoolad 
out  to  tbe  porob.  In  those  d^ya,  tbe  person*  Bke  any  person  -o^ 
flesh  and  bloody  wuted  lor  the  firobc  end  the  feaat;  and  he  asdl 
Porgy ,  while  tbe  fiddle  of  Pomp  began  to  apeak  np,  eintgsged  in 
a  warm  controyersy  aa  to  tbe  merits  of  matrimony ;  both  befaig 
upon  tbe  sMne  ^de  throoghont*  bat  digbring  in  tbe  pUleaophies 
by  which  tbe  sul^fect  was  af^proaebed.  Tbe  fiddle  of  Boinp 
called  up  naay.gnests  who  had  not^  been  h»iniled«  Tbe  negi«^ 
of  a  doaon  j^antations  filled  tie  yard  in  firont»  abready  praediing 
b  "  Jnba''  and  "  double  sbi^3e.''  Snddenly,  MilUionBe  diseovea>' 
ed  that  tbe  whde  regiment  of  Qlen-£borley  was  aawmg  tbe 
(urawd.  He^  we^  a  palpable  infiraction  of  tbe  l«vtt.  Hane  nrae 
treachery  and  insubotdination..  TheaergeaM  waa.m gseat eem» 
motion^ 

"Irwon't  ateodit,  e^pin,  TU  be  into 'em  like  a  ttoop  of  :dra* 
goons.  Tbey  must  pack,  e^ery  rascal  among  'em»ima&  and  we* 
man»  or  hickories  don't  grow  in  this  country/' 

**  Pri^o  I "  growled  Tomr  the  dook^  **  wba'  for  you  mike  «»  mneh 
boddecation»  Mass  MiUbonse>  when  dev's  no  iiae  2  Do  nigger  4ooe 
he  wids.  [wofk^/b.e.mns'  bab  he  play 4  £n^  yon  see  dis  dak 
wedding  time«  when  «sbb'rybody»  wbe'  ^tgit  mairy  b^oee^fi  kin 
habhefimr 

"  T^'s  i^gbt,"  qpcftb  PoKgy*  <<  J^t  tbe  nogvoeil  sM^^i(Q)lb(0i|8e, 
and  eiy*oy:tbem9elFes.r'* 

"  Th<^  ip^on't  be  wiH^tb  a  copper  %x  work  to^orrow^  oep- 
pio." 

^  Tboiy  wo  must  give  thf^n  holy  day.  But  that's  all  anMstnlna 
They  will  work  better  for  a  litflo  pUy  4^inigbt." 
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«Da#»tnite>iii«Bm8m"wdToiii.  <<  De  scorgemii  i»  too  fodlA 
preticklar.  1  don't  i%k  he  want  nigger  for  rieep  as  Dmok; 
Sleeping  md  daoi^e  is  4e  f  ing  for  mek'  nigger  wuk  like  a  gem- 
plenun,  «nd  k^»p  biip.  &om  tie£  When  he  danee,  he  tweet  oat 
all, he  badpeflp.  Den  he  good,  lab  he  manssa,  an'  'tan'  up  to  h^ 
wnk,  like  a  sodger  'g*in  do  inhmy.  I  wonder*  Maas  Millboate» 
of  ypn  nebher  'J^owe  yoiwe'f  %ny  pleasure  t" 

'^  Do  jm.wmf  se^  n»e  at  it,  Tom  1  Do  j^n  ever  eee  nc  dan* 
dngl"  .     ■'       f 

"  Da's  kaise  jon  kain*t.  Yon  got  only  one  arm  for  swing, 
when  you  shakes  you  leg,  an'  yon  goes  over  the  wrong  side.  But 
nigger  wha'  got  he  two  arm,  and  he  two  leg,  him  km  dance  an' 
feel  he  sperrit  joyful !  Look  a'  dem  two  boy,  yonder,  wha'  dance 
Jnba !  Enty  he  do  'etti  great.  Dem  fellows  is  de  most  righteous 
young  fellows,  in  Juba,  I  bin  see,  for  t'ou^^d  ye'^ )  See  how 
de  leetle  one  shu£3e  he  right  leg,  while  t'udder  one  dey  sleep. 
8^,|>fiW^f;'s.|7filf pjiBg  Ay  t'i^  ^igb^  widr  bot'  ^baiA  fes' 
in  tiif^  3^  ,4a  fij^dle,  le'  4^.fu)d^e  j^upfi  ^b^a^  in  wba^^u«erbe 
pleffe,,  ^d  ip  (pUoiW  i^^»0^  de  Hmt^  ef  he  Wn rieet>f  IM 
^pa  f^^Xf  mi  be  ^^viA  i^PiOwi^  '^piqe^i^  in  'em,  da9«  greiwif 
piVjkin.  Afxi.  d^  x^^^  feUflw»;wl^'.  Jjieep  h^  eye  so  op^  bright 
and  look  jso  k^n  'pqn  i^  l^tle.^^w»  ffee  how  be  mi^Mige  *MU 
How  he  |a^k'.  um .  4p  jaiit  ^f  jl^^y  t'i^g  be  want.  Now  he  go 
fffVifsk*  iit/^v  be|;ip  ^Iqw^  aqw  b«  go  qmik  and  aloir  to^i^dder,  tiU 
de  )bexry  bones  seem  a^gmpe  to  fall  out  ob  de  breecbee.  Ha  1  da 
t'ing  i3  a  piost  ej^oniabi^g*  ivp^'ersome  t'ingr  Kass  Millfa'ua. 
Dem  ^yro  bfoys  is  my^'  for  npfnigin  dia  worV  bat. to  dunee  J«ba«^' 

'<  £f  thegr  weur^  m^^  ^Tom^  I'd  fipd  ^nt^  at  thfrend  of  a  MekH 
qtf^^^ jdiej^ffifusR't  ^qd  fiF^r  spfneiliifig  befidea  Jabft.  I'd  tiekle 
'm:tff,^{iij^Tj4ffii^.fn^  in  ftee^iw^rifi,  I  ten  Jrwi."      - 

Y  Pabp  1^'  ffp^t^  -,Toii?,  ^iimiiig  «ir»yi  ^  giyiBg  the  bene- 
fit, of  -Jfi«,f<iSB()|fSftr,tp  JWs  ^{istejr,  "  De  sergfant  1$oi«>.ciiiaeA 
fo(4i«tbi  .;^e  4wt  .i^^f!ab<»nd>  ^igge^  naier^  ffjaUl  -fl^  alf' 
w/ajpi  frjt^^g. '1^914 .n^,  aa  ef  deifa  no  [^  in  d#  ^eti'^  and 
alii^yff ,iiwl;fi,Uang  'boat  bick'ries,  ^  e£  Ae  ^^vUir^waa  luaWber  nek^ 
to  mtfiua  #;ny>  ))#|ter  t'inga !  Pa's  idwaya  :de  tray  vid  dea^  potw 
bockra^,  wha>.go|  no,niggter  ob  he  owiii.  IJe's'jalwaysa-wapt^ 
ing  to  wok  de^,i|]ggeraiob.^^er*g0m|^lem^n'»|ell  bel)0Bea«6m» 
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cbbiy  mombg,  fix>m  L«rd  mstissa,  jefl*  fer  t6k  de  Btiftiess  etii  ub 
am,  lie  bab  better  oomperhenskm  ob  nigger  nater/' 

This  taste  may  suffice ;  wbite  and  blaek  danced  tSIl  midtiight. 
The  fbmer  in  the  piassa  and  hall,  tiie  latter  In  the  open  grtnindt 
beneath  the  trees.  Solid  was  the  supper  that  fallowed,  and 
strong  the  draik ;  and  wild  enough  the  Scampering,  great  the 
shouting,  hard  the  riding,  when  each  party  took  its  way  home- 
ward, somewhere  about  the  dawn.  Lance  Frampton^s  weddmg 
was  an  event  which  is  still  remembered  upon  the  Ashepoo ! 


CHAPTER    LIV. 

SUMMARY  OF  THB  EVENTS  OF  THE  SUMMER. 

THflmmnaerwaspasafaigrapMBy.  OaptainPoi^Hved  pretty 
oradi  after  the  old  fkddon.  He  spent  a  day,  occasiondly,  sti 
Mrs.  Bveleigh's ;  sonfetimes  took  his  dbner  at  the  widow  Ghtf^ 
^%  where  Lance  Frampton  had  taken  up  Us  abode  with  hM 
/mmg  wife.  The  time  pass^id  without  much  ezdtement,  and 
jrith  no  absolute  embarrassments.  It  was  in  the  future  fhat  the 
^uds  lowered  UireatenSngly,  and  the  philosophy  of  Porgy  wa^ 
oot  to  look  in  their  direction.  Whenever  the  street  of  H'Kewn 
Mid  km  claims  was  forced  upon  him  by  the  pertinacious  MiUhouse* 
he  thundered  and  lightened  for  awhSe,  and  Anally  thought  upon 
the  widow  Bvelc^h.  She  was  his  one  particular  bright  star  o^ 
hope,  and  one  whom  the  policy  of  the  sergeant  fbr  ever  sought  to 
jimc%  before  his  sight,  as  ikr  as  he  dared  do  so  after  iSie  fttsm 
warnings  wMoh  he  had  received.  The  c«pddil*s  own  musingit 
bfooght  up  lier  image  with  sidident  freqaen<fy  to  his  eyt^.  He 
feand  himto^  perpetually  argumg  her  virtues;  her  exceVences,' 
her  <^«rmt,  all  of  which  he  acknowledged  fteely  to  hhnself.- 
Bat  a  sigk  would  tisually  close  ttiese  meditati6ns.  ^Iiere  waif 
still  a  aHBetiung  wanting  to  her  perfections-^  he  could  not  say 
what-«-»or  asemMMng  in  exc^,  wiiich  left  Um  always  unWfflng 
to  pmrsne  the  sabject  to  any  definite  result.  It  was  thorough  ^e 
medium  of  his  own  infirmity  that  he  saw  this  defidency,  or  ex» 

^  in  the  J^idow  EveMgh ;   and  it  Was  because  bil  looked 
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dHOogb  Mb  mMam  mify,  HktA  he  fcOed  to  jkitaimitte  in  wluit  i(^ 
eouBiitocI;  We  an  bettor  pvepared  to  see,  mmd.  to  xeMlrd  it, 
tiuui  kimtelC. '  liigi'iliiirontj'  was  letf-eiteeai;  cod  the  veneuk 
tkm  of  tko  wi&ow-htA  been  ^piaMed  and  medeiated  by  a  long 
MiCercoMfae  vilh  ibom  h%ber  waUia  of  aodety  in  wiacb  fittth  is 
noi  apt  to  ioanib.  OonTentioo  is  veiy  mneii  the  foe.  to  heio- 
wonhtp* 

When  diraatiified  with  hia  medkatiopia  in  reepeet  to.the  widow 
EireMgfa,  Porgj  fiNuid»  invariaUy*  that  hia  dioiighta  tiunied  for 
relief  in  the  direction  of  the  simpler  widow,  Griffin.  Thtaee  was 
aomething  lo  niedt,'andarde8a  about  this  lady  anaiafhiiig  so 
Kttk  impoafaif  and  jet  so  gmtafal — that  Us  .aood  bacame 
soothed  whHe  he  ccslteinplat^.bar.  She  ros^  belbve  hisiimnd'a 
eye  in  an  alwaya  gradons  attititd%  and  with  a  nkost  giacioiis  as- 
peet.  £Le  Bemambered  her  slight  fonn  with  pleaeqie*  and  oon- 
tiaated  it  widi  that  of  the  widow  Brelei^.  The  latter,  in  all 
such  eompaiiidos,  «|f>eared  to  htm  to  be  ^te  too  maaonline. 
The  fomtev  seemed  the  vety  eBdM>diment  of  feminine  perfeetiosu 
Wm  ideas  ef  w<Rnaii  were  those:  of  a  period  when  the  sex  had 
not  yet  deteimined  to  set  up  foif  itself;  though  wielding  a  most 
potent  sway  in  Booiety,  and  even  in  politics,  particularly  in  Oar- 
olina.  His  modelst  aecordiJigly,  required  absokte  dependenee 
in  the  wwaax^,  thoii|^  without  oieaning  to  abridge  any  of  her 
elaima  as  a.nfoi^an,  or.  to  ^abjigate,  ui^tty,  ber  iiHUvidnalit^'. 
Se.iieTer;.dre4^ned  of  de^yusg  ber  a&y  of  ber  rights,  when  he 
ceqwed  that  she  shoojid  le^gpaiae  the  lordship  in  the  bands  of 
the  man.  There  was  sometbiiig  assured  in  the  positi(Mi  and  tb^. 
etidowmeiits  of  Mrs.  Sveleigb,  that  startled  bis  s^nse  of  author- 
iigr.  Her  veiy  virtaes  bad  a  ma^  eir  which  girded  bis  pride ; 
her  Ter^i  wealth,  and  its  impQrtanoe  to  his  own  case,  seemed  .to 
hnmble.  him  in  his  relation  with  ber;  a^4»  when  be  aduutled  to 
bimael^  as  be  was  ibrced  to  do,  that  tliis  wealth  was  really  a 
eonsideration  in  the  case,  the  effect  was  to  lessen  the  attractions 
of  the  lady,  which  were  yet  intrinsically  very  great  in  bis  eyes. 
Had  die  been  poor,  and  w^re  there  no  Mrs.  Gxiffin  in  the  field, 
we  venture  the  opinion  that  Porgy  would  never  have  fancied  any 
other  woman.  As  the  case  stood,  there  were  times  when  be  de* 
dil^dly  gey^  ber  the  pr^emice,  and  fai^ded  that  bis  heart  was 
abiod^  w>oUy,;ffMh  h|?r  attraotions;-^whea  ha  believed  that 
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^bis  mivctioBft  dnfland^d  her  sym jMftieB,  mkA  mWd  be  iiiNafafl 
■  with  tMrtloDf  less;,  and*  soieAmg  and  tiUnldngvlie  vienld  xe** 
solifie  te  nd^  *T«r,  after  an  eadj  fareaatfaat^'br  t^.an  aaitylireak* 
ihst,  the  next  nMnmii^y  and  bxiag  hts  eogitatiais4oitbe  inal  isfoev 
and  Ina  donlits  along  with  them.  But  a  Bomd  tiighfs  net,  witli 
probably,  some  fabt>  shadowy  lukm  of  ihe  widoar  Crnffin  in  his 
dreams,  seemed  to  act  as  a  sadden  sedative  to  his  passion  for  tlni 
wealthier  Wfdow^  and  the  fnngpoee  weald  dissipate  mio  thfai  iur, 
while  his  medStaikiis  would  bee<Me  more  dnttoiia,  y^t  more  in* 
tense  ihmi  ever. 

His  adMiiirtiim  x^or  altasiwiieBt  to,  MiB^CrdBOf^Ms  iwrt  with* 
out  ita  qoaUfitatiskis  also.  He^  «a^d  ndt  i^I  to^  be  disqiikitei  aa 
he  leview^ed  het  intelleeiual  inTeriorfly*  In  this  rsqiel^t,  t^ 
was  the 'Weakest  vess^  in  theworid.  6he  had  no  inteHigent 
GOMfvenMiilioni  no  edoeadon';  tio  ex)petietoce;  no  nataral  lenddw- 
ihent }  no  mother  wit;  andi  though  her  sweet  t^snper,  gcMt« 
beaiiMgy  and  implioH  defereneet  w^re  dl  agreeable  io  his  self- 
esteem,  he  eould  net  but  ask  himself  whether  somelAiing  tamre 
was  not  requisite  to  the  one  whom  he  should  ehooato^as  a  csfnk-^ 
pamen  in  life*  While  the  war  lasted,  Sad  when  the  lifb  of  ikm 
camp  rendered  most  of  the  desires  sensual,  he  would  not  have 
vexed  himself  with  any  such  inquiry.  He  then  bought  only* 
of  the  exeellent  management  of  the  houBcfeee]^or;  her  skiD  i* 
so^ips  and-stewS';  the  ooHnary  art  winch  would  eon^cttt  a  vege- 
table into  a  meat,  a  wing  of  chicken  into  a  fish ;  ^md  at  sifekliM 
mgieal  and  charming  transmntatton,  viewed  Ifarongh  this  mM* 
am  only,  Mn.  €fariffin  was  inoomparable. 

To  a  certain  extent,  Pergy  still  examined  bis  object  thvouglr 
these  endowments.  Btft  Us  mediift  of  study  had  become  midf^ 
ptted.  Releiraed  tnm  tire  camp,  and  its  necessities,  old  tastes 
had  been  resumed;  ancient  refinements  were  recidled;  long 
banished,  or  fmbdued  tastes,  had  been  once  m<^re  lifting  dietr 
heads ;  and  bis  sensual  natnk>e  had  been  gradually  taking  some 
golden  and  amber  hues  and  tints  from  the  recovering  vigor  of 
his  niind  and  fancy.  Gi-iffin,  was,  in  eertahi  tiespects,  therefore, 
as  difficult  a  case  as  Ereleigh ;  and  the  captain  of  ^rtisans,  tilt* 
ting,  pipe^in  month,  at  Olen-Eberiey,  and  looking  alternately  to 
die  f(dr  widows' on  either  hand,  mi^t  be  likened  tO'Oat  saga- 
eMi  anima!  (whose  length  of  ears  iHui  heeti  tihkltldfy  mad«  Us 
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itJpfMA^  #TO'-ii<tefe,  oti  fMbb  mfe  of  Unty  it  g<>wljr  iWftdte  of 
sweet  frc^  liii^  'WMdi,  drawlti^  b^  wftjlr  irfQi  e^(ttal  vMmgih, 
^fffl  Mhr  hkn  hMeMl^  tb  it^proAibli  li^ini^.  Tte  Ttfni^le,  oc- 
dtrioned  by  uns  embltri'MtoiMt  <)C  'Itulte  "Aira  ifkei^d,  if^ts  sncb  sit 
eoDietimee  to  affect  the  appetite  of  the  tiftptidn.  He  ^d^ntly 
gntw  tiiiinlcif  air  tslD  femiuiiitt  axra  nis  ineAtations  giew  togetber. 
TlMs*e  ir»  no  sttebainplttade  of  iroisl  to  be  girded  in,  as  Ibrmer- 
)y,  wben  be  toiled,  and  travelled,  knA  fbngbt,  dally  and  nightly 
in  tiie  «nny.  H^  no^  took  in  ibvevd  iho^  indies  in  bis  b^, 
and,  not  nnfreqnently,  tbe  sergeloit  drew  bis  attendon,  wHb  great 
cottceMv,  to  bis  uiBnraranig  dnn^nsroiis. 

*  It^  tbe  beset  of  U^  btferhal  iramiheir,^  said  Porgy.- 

^'It^  ant  wliait  ^f  a  -fond^lMne  wffb,  eapph,  tts  I've  been 
*4einti^  yon  all  ididto^— a  womfuln  ^  sttbsUmee,  tbftfll  help  yon 
a^r^  off  tfa«t  4;"  id  sheriff,  and  put  the  Uee  ibaC  t^onbtes  yM 
fttt  of  yoi(t  bead." 

/'How  I3i^  devil  )^oidd  I  get  the  ^b^iWont  of  my  bead  when 
yira  ane  constatfdy  tbmstbg  the  monster  Bd  at  my  ears  V* 

This  dutbrealL  vsnally  tenhilisfted  snch  it  discussion.  Metin- 
WMe,  M'Kewn,  l&esome  greAt  p€flitical  'spider,  sat  in  the  cen- 
tre of  bis  web  of  theses,  and  iraSted  f>r  tbe  moment  when,  fn 
the  eixbansted  stdte  of  the  victim,  be  ^onld  MI  an  easy  prey. 
He  w«8  not  idt(%ether  ^^f,  tbe/agb-  seemingly  so.  Tbe  law* 
yeiB  were  'atwork  hi  ^^  ^ty.  Doctmletita,  iritb  freat  seals, 
w<ere  in  prepanttSon.  V^le*  InVenlaons,  vtAgariy  denothbiated 
wiile  wkA  d^daralions,  were  -geC^ig  ft  teadiness.  MaKee  was 
keen  in  its  work,  latid  law»  witk  wjkmA  brew  and  table  gown, 
WM  plkuit^^ready  lo  ^t«  the  deknon  all  neeesaary  help.  State- 
ly ted  serious  kMers  loA  htet  brsngbt  to  Porgy,  tfom  ^dlgnita^ 
]$M  yclept  sitterBeys^at-hiw.  He,  too^  had  written  soleAm,  seri* 
«BS)  ^Cutely  letters,  to  Ihe  ^ame  ekss  o€  persons.  These  parlies 
k«d  benevolently  arrayed  themselves  on  both  sides  of  tbe  qtie» 
Hen,  in  order,  perhaps,  that  jostice,  lake  any  other  fat  body  try 
lug  two  stoolsi  sbonld  ftiU  eqnally  between  ,*  and  Porgy,  on  the 
one  bfmd,  atid  M'QKown  on  Ihe  other,  webe  looking  to  whal  wail 
termed,  **The  P^  Tenn,''  for  results  more  serioas  thian  any 
%A  of  tke  lei^es  knowA  to  either.  M*Kewn  confidently  calovh 
nted  en  having  his  elahns,  hi  cash  and  ebaracter,  eq>Qally  <miI»> 
M;  bdtb^  hiiAiM«n6iill»4fttixigiviiigftnd  apprehension,  wkkl 
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were  asoiiUy  betrayed  hj  bnef  and  ezpMiWffroatb^  ai|la^}i|^ 
rationa,  at  the  expenae  of  peceans  of  both  the  sexaa 

" l^faat  A  I  v<  pryias  widovt  If  I  only  knawl  Tbat  laa* 
cally  ruffian,  Bostwick^^weie  I  sore  that  he  is  feeding  the  «haxka 
at  the  bottom  of  the  seal" 

Unfortonatelyr  the  aea  refived  thus  iar  to  gnre  up  its  fecrets, 
and  the  prying  widow  was  quite  as  ah>se  as  she  was  jpopum. 
She  seemed  qnite  able  to  he^  hers  1  The  Scotchman  got  noth* 
iiig  by  his  curses.  Whether,  }ik€  chickeiis,  thej  were  destined 
to  retom  home  for  roosting,  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

In  certain  respects,  the  somow  w|is  anapi^ioiis  to  all  the.  paiH 
ties.  M'Kewn's  oyersear  made  .him  a  goi^  orop;  Fovdham  did 
the  same  .tlung  for  the  widow  £¥eleigh  j  ifl^le  )(illho«8a»  fw  if 
&te  had  studied  to  justify  SiU  ,his  boi^ts,  suopeeded  in  bas^^ig 
both  of  thenv  in  proportion  to  the  force  he  managed.  Nevev 
had  such  a  crop  been  seen  at  61en-£berley.  The  season  had 
been  a  very  JEavorable  oney  and  AfLiUhpnse  had  shown  inde&tiga- 
ble  industry,  and  a  v^xy  correct  judgment ;  but  he  probably  owed 
a  good  deal  to  the  fact  that  die  lands  of  Glen-£berley  had  bjeen 
so  long  rested.  Harvest-tin^e  cl^ne  on  under  good  auspices».aii4 
the  sheaves  were  lieavy^with  the  gddcin  grajm.  Great  was  th# 
9wamgering  of  Sei^eant  Millbouse,  as,  with  his  hgpther  ove^MeerSi 
he  reviewed  the  result,  ^e  had  engi^e^  in  a  fiieadly  ^eqntert 
with  Fordham  and  Slythewfod  (the  overseer  of  K*Kewn),.and 
^j  yielded  the  pti^  of  victory  to  the  sergeant,  with  good  fiar 
4»or,  and  lileraUy  "  aoknowledged  the  covn."  Poigy  was  pleaaedt 
^f  eonrsa  i  and  MiUhonse  required  hua  to  aoknowladge  l^is  satist 
fisetion,  and  do  justiee  tx>  his  pailieular  genius^  almost  nlghtj(y« 
9«;tr  even  the  sergeant's  pride  and  pleasure  bpre  no  sort  of  pre* 
portion  to  the  same  feelipgs  in  the  bosoms  •of  Ina  negroes.  Thsgr 
showed  theh}  triun^ph  in  igreatav  d«^pee  than  any  other  parUei» 
It  was  th^r  labof  that  had  brought  out  the  genius  of  ilillhoosa 
— it  was  their  crop  that  htd  put  to  shame  the  negroes  of  the 
nival  plantatjons.  Poigy  gave  them  a  great  pork  supper  after 
the  harvesting,  while  the  beta  of  the  sergeant,  ^rith  his  oppo- 
nents, resulted  in  his  obtaining  one  also,  at  iheir  expense,  in 
mrhich  Janaisa  oceupied  a  pUuie  as  distingnished  as  pork,  and 
idiieh  kept  busy  the  party  ^f  a  dofioen — the  number  pnesent*** 
AnH^h  the.  home  of  a  goodly. Satniday  ai^i  the  dawn  af 


SUMMABT  OF  THI  B¥nm  OF  THE  SUMICEB.  '\ 

Snisf  MUikg  tft  «poii  tben  at  their  feast,  l>4fi»re  ikmv  ^^tm 
foite  Mtiflfied  lo  liiiiik  it  iaMied. 

Tbe  fieit8  of  Oftptaui  Poigj^  eAvded  no  bMuheneoi  te 
If 'Koum,  execq^t  ta  far  «i  Aey  pfonused  -better  speila  wiien  the j 
ikonU  &U  insfco  hie  elvlchet.  If  he  rejoiced  in  the  reetilt,  it  v^n 
wkk  Bo^beBev^oftent  Ibeling ;  hni  nttber  with  the  Tk^iQtivie  thenght 
of  ihe  deefter  diseppoiateetit  and  mortification  of  his  yictim, 
vbom  heidiedd  ibm  inxpjit  and  oTei^rew  from  a  greater  height 
,  whreh  th»  good  feftnne  shonld  eneonrBge.  He  Mi 
k of  hie  p^»  wAeeem  one  eventi  and  thieiie  labored  in  a 
wtmr^  wwf  to  deiaat  lUs  «A(|«ot  of  hie  appehensioii  ima  the 
maniage  of  Poigj  ivitb  A^  widow  fif^eleigh.  He  was  ^ite 
awfue  of  i^se  fiee^neniTirite  of  .tkfe  eaf«a^  to  the  widow,  and  be 
oeajectand  the  oljeot  eg  these  ^iaite  widi  wamck  more  certaanty 
thian  Pergj  'totdd  detevmine  ii.  He,  himiel^  wonid  have  had 
no  <^)jeddefi  to  tdddgitbe  widow  to  wife;  b«l  he  had  oinaniea 
eenae  eaongh  to  see  diet,  with  her  pveeent  prejudices  agamet 
hoD,  ^'Muag  waa  hnpoenble*  Bat  he  was  a  hc^eAil  person, 
end:  did  not  desfairi  if  time  were  attowed  hhn^  of  remorh^  these 
pN^ndicea  At  aU  events^  it  wns  hia  polkj^  to  prevent  theveoo* 
eese  4i iim  loqptainw  'Tdthia  he  addieeaed  himeelf  in  enndrjr 
wi^fl^  one  of  which,  and  .^e  aamit  lihelj  16  be  smetiiefult  was 
threngb  hev  eon,  Aathnr. 

We. have  se«i  that  h»  first  appioaehea  to  tiie  yonng  man.had 
been  nnsnecesefid.  For  &  time  they  cootinaed  so  ^  bnt  perserer 
once  wffl  remove  mountains  qmfte  as  certainlj  as  fiiil^^  yoath  is 
flexible^  indt4g«Bt|  and  easil j  persnadedy  where  mneh  soHcxtnde 
ie  shewn  ie  gam  it;  and  |;nkkiaUy  If'Kewn  finend  hia  waj  to 
the  eert  of  Jttthnn  He  oonliitiedf  wilboBi  seeming  effurt*  to 
meet  the  lad  frequently,  when  he  rode  out  or  sambled  in  the 
woeAs.  He  wae  aitmrfs  pattieulaify  defeeential  to  him^  and  thus 
edioitiji^^peaiedto'theinintiee  of  Tenth.  Cbanbidly^  the  slight 
fasonienwineh'tfae  IncUnr'epregndioea  had  raised  upin hia  mind, 
al^alnat  his  neif^bor,  weee  bscken  ^o#ii.  Finallj,  M^Kewm  pert 
(Skidded  bin  to  actept  a  beainlifdl  JDngliiA  pohiter.  The  widow 
Waeigreatlj*  ehngmiBd  that  lie  did  eo^  and  Ai^hnr  Uiaeelf  wae 
nspeeed  toicegret  it,  #hen:he< found  his  motiMr  so  atnch  fi^ettod^ 
but?  th^  duBgwas  ^ne ;  and  the  result  was,  that  the  eon,  after  a 
wiula.'begatttO'eombat'tke  pre^ieea  of  hia  msAer  against  lh# 
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:»«ilcbiiMii,  «iid  to  dtedare  that  h*  «lwagr«ibwid  hbk  •  iMorrti 
f^ns  proper  man.  The  wido^r  b«eaMe  a  Utib  Wgryt  aftd  ibf) 
yxKiDf;  man  a  little  inanboBdinate.  .  Ujufiottiuiatdlj,  tha  ootd4  not 
Tentnre  to  eoB^wj  ail  her  smqncioiis  to  himt  of  WVuswrn'M  af^qf 
with  the  oBtlawa,  and  with  the  DDhbevjr  ef  her  nagvoai^  a»,lbiU 
all  dM  coold  exhibit  was  her  naked  vid,  aeemiBf  ly»  tmreaaatii 
ing  hostility,  wUch  Ardntr  wan  oU  eiiDiiglii  to  aee  Iftekedob^i* 
cms  jwtifioatioB.  It  wae  addkknuiU j  vnliRky  Ihat^  veaeiitljv  dw 
eaves  and  aaauataea  of  Porgy  had  iflndpced  hin  a  Mfiiiwrhat 
elovdy  eomt>anian.fQr  di0  yenng  wmif  wVin  the-  warriagaa^d 
withdrawal  of  LascB  Fiamptoa^  bad  Aakenteai  hiai  eaw  oltthe 
chief  mdvceaienta  fer  kisivirita  to  Glanifibei^. 

Under  these  oiccainataiicaa,  M^Eewa-eajo^ed  laFevable  appea* 
tunities  wbioh.he  aerer  allewad  to  «aeape  :him  QndtuBjv  -md 
when  in  aonie  measnre  Jie  bbd  woa  ^le  aars  of -ihe  j^ith^hb 
safiiBffed  himself  ta  speak  of  the  aiaimkif  J^otgy-^ef  bia  rade- 
leasness^f  ttharaqteri  aad  his  iaaaoQiatBa;  Ua  M>tS4 
ae&r  asteindulgiein  some  aneers  atkif.maauiotb 
Ua  anqditoda  of  abdcanen>  and  tha  enormims  aff>etile  in  irhifib 
he  was  sapposed  to  mdidge.  When  he. fi>ttad, after  a  wial% 
that  these  jealB  and  anaeis^  provoked  the  joiiBgiaan'asnittes^JM 
lek  eneooraged*  His  next  labar«^a  mora  delicate  osew  faol 
which  he  pursued  with  as  much  art  as  diUgeaee-^waaiojoDaaray^ 
to  the  jootk  a  aalioB  af.  what  ba  anpposed  .to  be  tha  abject  of 
Pargj  in  his  Tiaits  to  bia  mother.  Ha  inimnatad  tba  idea»  ao 
tbvmidablB  to  a  yoong  sb«i  of  sBtf*estoem«  of  a  deqpotie  fiilha^4ll» 
kw ;  then  kinted  at  Aha  waate  of  property  to  sapjdy  tiia  appa* 
tito,  or  vapair  the  nniedifafrtmias  of  a  profligate ;  and  iben,  iaiia^ 
mediate  seqaawea,  baweidd.tani'to  Forgy*  and^make  a  lodiereiii 
portrait  oi  ins  anwieidy  figure. 

The  yonth  was  slow  to  veodve  tiie  reiieiatieB  so  gradttaUy 
made;  but,  atieogih,  it  aslbhiBd  itaaif  6dly  befoae  tba  ayearof 
Ilia  miad^  andy  thaiif  a  great  many  tbing%  bitheito  atraageiiiUa 
past  axpeHencei  became  olaar  te-ins  aadorstaiiding.  He  oAqld 
eomprehend  ibf  bnpnddnt  laagaage  and  maaner  ofJiitt- 
,  wkeA  aia  party  dinad  wtHh  hia  aioflieiv  drtady!  daaoribad 
and  wbioh  then-  prorvoked  hia  wonder.  As  a  matter  af  oosnrae 
bis  IndigaatioB  was  aroused^  and  the  chief  ^oree  of  it  feU  ap«m 
the  oaptava.    BMt^e  sugmastioua  af  M^Kawa,  as  tba^  areia  d» 
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ngiMd^kdym^tetller  led  knn  to  tlnriL  flOBMwiilii  hMbty  r/ 
hk  mother,  and  -it^ficaomty  of  ber  moAvm  in  aidaig  ihe  eaf-: 
taain.  T|isl  Ae  slamld  fympathise  wkb  Porgy,  eneoorage  his 
'fWl*,  iid  Il]B^?wMi  bant  ef  meoeft  «ecd^  ]iim  with  so  ntul^ 
welcome,  show  hersetf  io  •oydtofos  of  liifl  conrforti^  werevall  -^m 
eribed  to  her  own  secret  attachment  to  the  aun,  and  ai^^tied  Ab 
probability  that  she  wonlH  inaUff  lifi  Um  into  the  bnMi%^  of 
the  household ;  an  idea  which  Arthur  Eveleiga  £niiid  qnile  in- 
snpportaU«i  Tlie  moment  >thai  tUs  appBahenwon  wias  forced 
Qpof^  him,  he  hurried  home  ^hii  of  asoutod  feeHnfs  which  he 
BtMuM  «^q1A,  mt  disbed  to^  ai^pnss*  GDhis  hafpenad  at  a 
monent  of  some  WfortoMe.  He  fittnd  Caplain  Posgy  clt^sfStaA 
with  his  mother,  eMrUentlj  diaeussiiig  aoiAe  matter,  whiahaaened 
of  rnutU  iMtorest  Beihapa  it  autj  he  w6U  ta  aeoooai  Ar  the 
present  interview. 

As  we  have  ahawn,  the  time  was  ripetilig  bat  far  the  oon- 
SMDMliaii.  of  KH^awiiraile^al  pa^ota  for  ihs  rob  of  his  dabtor. 
The  summer  had  past :  the  fatal  <*  Fall  Tana"  liad  xeme;  Aa 
courts  were  in  session ;  and  at  laagth.:tiiira  ware  deoreaa^  and 
jttd^aaito^  PoigywttaJidpiaedh^  his  iawjars  that  danger  was 
atittiid;  tod  Olkt  hvnpghtafoii  raaaoaaUr  i«oli  to^saa  hawka 
abroad.  He  had  been  warned  also  that  his  case  could  noi  ha 
beipedfc  thai  judgneat  vcoidd  inot  loag  be  anrertod*  He,  .aceord- 
bi^yi  prfpaafed  lokn^eU;  a»)iRdy[  iw  he  calild»  to  fold  his  robei 
sJMQilliim>aad  dtewidi  d^eanay^  There  wera  aona  paefinunafy 
perfbtttanbes  whksh  hm  feh  to  be  Abaolntoly  tiecesaary  to  hia 
paaoa  af  niitid'.  In  ardev  to  attond  to-ctie  d  tbaae^  he  snramtmed 
QPon  to  his'prasenoe. 

^/Tom/'  said  fae/i^'pat  on  your  bast  etolhas. '  I  wa^t  yev  to 
iMa  over  wM  me  to  if  rs.  Eveleigh;'' 

^Bamwaa^aaen  becaatdiigly«qiBppadi.  The'  m^ator  and  mati 
were  soon  toavntod )  sm^  on  .^i*  way,  the  captain  «pe»ed  the 
liusiiieas'apoii  whioh  in  iwas  beoat^  to  his.  fairoaite  (wcttaan  i 

f'aBani."    ..'..'.         , 

^«afc4" 

•*  Kmatealil  aito^biyyoag  fUiow/' 

^Ha!  maaasa>  aai^  I  bin  kpow  imL" 

^¥o«havia  oa^^wila,  but  you  will  be  thinking  af  anaasmaaf 
lkaaa<dayai*^ft'.'^'>''         •-•=• 
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*'  L$mA  ha'  imamy ;  we  d^es  we  bes',  but  who  Ub  UU.  wb*'* 
gfine  hflf^'pc  A  to  mh  nest  ^7  and  tonnonoiif  •}? 

•'True,  Tom,  who  knowel  Yqu  will'^  a  wift^ytm  will 
probablj  kav*  «  luniljv  and  yvo.  ittigfat  bb  faiqppjir  ibr  *  giMt 
many  year^  if  jmst  fife'  irere  spared  oo  long*." 

^  Da's  true,  maaasa;" 
'  "  I  don't  wiih  to  shorten  yoar  lifil,  Tonv»--" 

"Wba'maoftsal"        ' 

'*  I  wM  to  see  fonU^  aadong  as  God  will  lei  jom^! 

"  To  be  sore ;  t*aiA  yov,  natuaa  !"• 

»  B«t»  To^if  I  atn  to  see  JTO  ttre  as  tbe  skm  of  that  aoioii* 
lr«l>  M^Eewn,  I  thonld  vathlBr  you  weie  dead.  Kow^  Tom*  1 
arniat  either  flell  yon  to  Mm.  Evde^b,  or  rinbt  youi^ 

"<  Sbool  me  Toihi  Oh  !  gk  but,  msBfito,  da'e  ^  imfy yoa' 
ole  fboliBh  talk.    Tom  aint  for  shoot." 

**  Then  I  nmak  a^  yen,  Ton,Kxr:M'KBwn  wiU  have  yen**' 

•"Ba!  Itflfc':de.«wamp  Am!:  I  nebber '^«lne.life?wid.daft 
erook-eye  6oat^hiiMDu'F  .  [' 

•<  Better  live  wkb  Mm.  lEr^igfa." 

«*  I  no  00  miteh  kb  'Ibl:  fib  wid  womaii»  nodcbart  tnaoiaair  Wii>t 
nan,  maossa;  ii  a  imdsik  ioo' bard*  'fon  in^evi  iWha*  fo?  X  oiiifll 
beeeUr      •    •  .'^      ■ 

^  Ii<mre  K*EeWn  laooey^^ibB  aiied£F  wittaeme  yoHiif  yea  baf 
Isttg^ito  iae.  I  wish  Mts.  Eyale%h.vto>biiy  yon;  to  ke^  yon  oat 
efhiaobrtdbee;  and  if  I  am  ever  aUe  to  bay  yon  baak  fivlia  ben^ 
IwiUdoBo.    Meaimhile,  I  wfllhixByo«ifrcta&Mr8.iW)eleigh/'; 

Sndi  was  Peiffy's  sebemoi  by  which  Jbo  saye  his  'friMmftew 
Tom,  for  a  long  time,  failed  to  see  the  merits  ofit ;  ibot^  siieaeed 
atiengdi,^  hot  satisfied,  ha  Mkmed  his  master,  with  a.  very 
gloomy  aspect,  to  the  residence  and  the  presence  ^^Ihe*  widow 
There,  enr  oi^taia  of  paxtiBaBs  made  alraakohewiagefiiis  Alsrs, 
Us  wisiie»  ■    Tern  being  in  4ha  ^reseuee  all  the  wUe. ' 

*'  Pinokney  wioies  thai  aoth^  aaa  be  >doiis  to  lavesti  tbi^ 
judgment — that  it  must  take  e£R5ct — that  the  lien  .ip^ii  'the 
lands  is  perfect — that  judgment  upon  the  unliquidated  ^laoeniits, 
once  entered,  will  bhid  iOIt  Ihe'sky^  pus^petiyi attsd-monsisMes 
subject  only  to  your  mottgage»  and  Ihat  thafemortgsge  wSI  not 
iKsifWBt  ibe  sals^.  .T%ta,  Miit.Eveleigii,  isiiriie.oaiyH<iQa^  tny 
negroes  not  covered  by  your  mortgsge.     I  hesitattdvld»fssajta 
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mf  oBtire  Mntrtl  mtst  lib  de^tbios^  $m  ii  y^a^  my  jpvufp^fe  «lr 
ways  that  T^m  shotdd  imVat  be  the  dftve  of  iMiy  v^«n  bnt  n^j- 
8tif;  i  ih<rold  free  him  this  hpijHrrif  't^s,^tr^:,p^ble;  hot 
Pinclaiej  wrilaa  thai  mah.  giant  •Qf  Aeed^ogi  would  not  avail 
against  existing  debta  atid  credttow.  /  But  I  ipay^  make  a  hojui' 
JUm  u^e  of  him»  Mhl  £vrioigb»  and  I  proppBe  to  do.  so  to  you. 
Ton  will  give  me  a  hundred  guineas  fer  bim^.wiih  tiie  under* 
standing  between  us  that  I  am  to  hire  him  from  you  at  fair  wa- 
ges, and  that  you  will  sell  him  back  to  me,  on  the  same  terms, 
whenever  I  shall  feel  able  to  repurchase  him.  Should  I  never 
do  this,  my  dear  madam,  I  shall  still  feel  some  consolation  that 
I  have  kept  my  vow-^to  ffSk  |iini  /to  no^  other  man — and,  in 
aelling  him  to  a  woman,  I  sell  him  to  one  whom  I  esteem  the 
very  first  among  her t  MX. - 

Here  Tom  put  in. 

«*Tm  btiif  me,  Wm  EVlcdgh,  I  good  aa,rbaut  to  y^x.  T^u's 
a  lady«  Yer  whi^'  siaossa  say*  Be's  beny  much  trouble  dese 
timesy  and  don't  know  wha'.for  do !  Tou  kin  help  'em.  Help 
*ea,  an'  I  beizy  much  'biige  to  you,  ma!am.  Ef  you  buy  me, 
I  piomise  you  I  guine  iek'  care  oh  you^,  same  as  1  tek*  care  ob 
laauflsa.-  When  Tom  aay  h^  guine  be  good  sarb^t,  you  kin 
do  no  betteir  dan  buy  'um." 

'*  I  b4»Ii0ve  y<iu«  Tom,",  said  the  lady,  kindly,  "  and  I  thuik  I 
stay  safely  piomiae  you  to-  be  an  indiUgent  mistress.  You  may 
go  home.9ifi^r»  T^^»  «nd  ^pnsid^r  youradf  as  belonging  to  me 
I  dbpri}.  WI^Mago  «U  w;itb.your  master." 

**  T*ank  you,  missis,  and  de  Lawd  pom*  down  he  blessing  'pon 
yo«  't^  you  bog  him.  for  atpp,  you  own  se'f.  God  breas  you, 
KMsaia»  voi  a  berry  good  momin'  to  you." 

••TUaiJk  yw,  Tom.    6ood-hy  to  ye." 

And  with  a  grasp  of  the  hand  of  his  late  master,  and  a  bow 
lo^his  now  mistr^sa,  Tom  disa^eared,. and  proceeded  to  canter 
kaok  ^  Glon-Ebeviey. 

Porgy  had  prepared  and  brought  with  him  the  necessary  bill 
of  sale.  He  had  signed  it  in  the  presence  of  Lance  Frampton, 
tbe  mglit  bj^&^e.  The  widow  asked  if  he  did  not  deshe  any 
written  engagement,  from  her,  to  resell  the  negro  to  him,  accord- 
kig  l^.t^ioir  friif^  u^eff^ding.^  ^ut,  with  hijs  usufd  indiffer- 
ence to  his  own  securities,  the  captiun  declined  it.     The  lady 
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gttve  Itttb  tm  otiiar  tfp^  Ae  ciily  for  a  lykukbivi  |iiiwu,  waA  ve* 
cetridd,  ami  put  ftwtty,  the  tffl  <»f  Mi^  The  wvges  af  Ton, 
whHe  he  retw&med  fo  th^  sertfee  of  Us  l^ntam  ^wner  treife  tfaea 
easity  a<j^dted ;  and  fhe  paiti6«  w%re  still  engi&gei  hi  oonvens-i 
tton,  the  eapt^  if^  loit  in  tfpiritB,  wid  :th^  kdjv  in&  «a  j«db- 
cbufi  delhsac]r,atrivhvg  to  soothe  and  eimoHiste  iiiiBk  irhen  i4ftbn 
Eveleigh  hotm^ed  hito  t^e  loott 
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A  sif^OLif  g'iaiiee  at  the  y&mg  unm  mffised  to  idifeir  ihift  he 
was  greatly  out  of  hutoot.  He  spo¥e  irHh  haie  tAi^ty,  aod  ti« 
cordiality,  to  lis  ancTent  fnend,  the  cajitaiii.  ^le  WiAoir  tegaii4«* 
ed  her  son  with  anxious  and  tepit>a<:3rftfl  eyes,  ^vhfdi  he  reioi^ed 
with  such  looks  of  evident  susp^ion  and  hadfeelhig  as  le  eon^- 
found  and  disquiet  her.  Porgy  saw  that  -something  was  mrevi^, 
but  had  no  notion  that  he  was  a  party  to  the  'pfOToeation.  He 
spoke  to  Arthur  in  the  old  language  bf  Aan^iartty  and  aflbiltiOn, 
hut  without  perceiving  any  veiy  gfirteftd  eiect  frem  Hi  The 
young  man  had  cottie  Iti  with  his  ^fbwHtig^pieeeiMcL  Mr^ngeqtt^ 
ments,  which  suggested  to  Pcn^gy  the  proper  9«A)fMt  fd^  tMHing 
with  him. 

•*  Why  do  you  n(/t  lo<A  for  your  Wfds  at  eHeti-Shet{e)r,  AirtbttM 
It  b  a  full  month  since  you  have  paSd  me  "a  iAtiL  The  paHiidgeH 
are  in  abundance.  You  can  scarcely  walk  anywhere  without 
flushing  them.^ 

'*  I  need  not  go  off  the  place  here,  sir,  to  se^  for  birds;  wheil 
I  do,  I  find  them  in  as  much  abundance,  at  Mr.  H^Kewn^g,  ae  t 
desire.*' 

"  M'Kewn !"  said  Porgy  and  was  B^ent. 

•*  I  wish»  my  son,"  remarked  the  lady,  "that  ye«i  would  seek 
your  birds  in  any  other  quarter.** 

*"  And  I  don*t  tee  why,  modier.    Mr.  VKewii  ii  veiy  cMl  «■ 
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'Time  are  MM  €Mite»wtfch  Imd  MPiMUnod  WF»§iir4 
as  inpfrfe* r^  8d^  ihe  Mh^  grwrial^f  '^ fait  it  i^dUl  ^  OMngh  fo 
^o«,  my  0M>,  tiat  f  htive  ewpnaai^  mj  wkArat.    H y  ol^eotiong 

ta  tliiB  mBBOr-^^ 

**  thiless- tli«re  b&  ^t^^cf  veasom  for  ih«n»  Hiothet^'' 

**(}£  ^e  goodness  of  my  roaaoas,  my  tosi^  you  sbooM  allow  me 
to  be  the  judge,  witboiit  requiring  me  to  fibair  ipbal  tbey  a«e. 
It  on^ft  to  he  suft^ietit  for  you  iba*  I  banrei  a»9tame4  iny 
wWies— »" 

-*  Tour  wishes?  Ab !  bat  ba^a  yen  eayeaapA  tfaenP'  waa  At 
pert  reftpotts^  airf  seiaiil^g'ol  a  stieev  npoa  hii  Upt. 

"  I  dty  ndl  tmdcvstasd  yeoj  Aartbac  Ifoti  aestaiinlj'  have  bflan) 
ftom  me  tbe  repeated  w^fliv  <bat  yo^spKiida  baira  Its  Ullfle  comsMir 
nioii  inrltli  ibis  man,  aa  w«tf»  nei  abedbitaly  uBaYaiA^]^^' 

'^  Atid  I  deiiH  see  w4iy^i!tioCli«r.  Ifr.  M'JKsnta  seams  qmta  ai 
mucb'6f  tbe  gendemau  aa'toost  na»  IHie  aeabl"  rapUed  Aa  yimUt 
petitfitotly;  and  looking^  at  tfofgy.  -       . 

'"'Iftytt  bk^'  1>een  inrfbrluiiaie>  my  son ;  lav'itbicb  is  aBios#  ]ibe)y» 
you  are  scaneely  yet  a  sufficient  jbdge  af  ike  mbjaat*  ar  a  ttiffi- 
cSent  d^BCfrim&lator  of  pemoni.'' 

«^  Periiaps  not/'  sail  tbe  Aery  yaatb*bia£BMMdreadaiuaf;  ^'hal 
taotber— r**' 

*  If  ere  be  pausf^  abmp<Ay  and  wkb  avideai  effort  foHtreiaol 
bimself.  Porgy  at  ^ia  mom^ii  rose.  Hip  laailner  waa  tnildi 
cdm,  an^^ijg^^d ;  a  bttle  tattdbad  wM  aorsifcw.  Qafelt  Hiat 
be  was  fib  at  'tbi»  beginning  of  somalbfaig  like  ai  seeAQyaniba  ba4 
Ao  taste  fbr  tt  6f  etnfosity  to  witness  ita  o}aBa. 

^I&s.  B^eicflfgb,  suffer  nie  anca  mora  to  diai^k  yoa  fcr  your 
kfiidAfess*.  ^  f  sbnfi'  renettber  wMi  gfrntitode  ipbat  yen  ba^e  dooa 
fbr  nie:'  TVItt'trespiiss  ne  longer.  QooA-by,  ma'am -f-**gOtd- 
by;"  and  be  shook  her  hand  warmly.  ^ JkjrtlMar^  I  am  bi4f 
tempte#W  regret  thAt  youcaO  And  yoiivbifdaiit  any  otberpoint 
AaH'  Olen-Ebejrley.  We  ^an  affa^  yen  >H?«a2t  *b6i»  as  well  ap 
birds;  and  such  friends  aswOl  never  desert  yon  when  thaba^'s 
cf^ia!]6g  on/* 

To  t)^  t&e  yanth  had  no  auewer.  He  gara  bia  hand  euUenly 
to  tf  e  'cajb(t«Sn;W%[o  looked' at  btm  )pndly  and  owdonsly,  butw^ 
)!'  dtadnmr s^MiMT  «»  My,  ^I  vuKktrMni  all  yanr  ^afiatO^yViy 
boy,"  but,  beyond  bis  farewell,  be  had  no  more  worda4o  pay-  Thnp 
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widow  would  have  ^^ersoaded  Um  to  flay  l4>  diiiiiar»  bat»  ^^kstcmg 
flignifieattftlyfrow  her  to  her  aoii»  he  dec&ied  th^  inyitatioo.  fie 
did  instinctively  nndeFstand  the  ease  of  Axthar  Svejeigh.  Bi- 
ding out  of  the  avepue,  he  mattered  to  himself-^"  The  fb<^h  boy  | 
that  scoundrel,  M'Kewn,  has  been  {KMsoning  hig  earfi.  I  dioidd 
not  be  Barprised  if  the  rascal  had  been  tellii^  him  that  I  was 
courting  his  mother.^ 

He  mediated  sadljr  as  he  rode.  '« What  a  pit&Jl,  what  ^ 
thing  of  snares,  of  serpents,  and  sorrows,  is  this  miserable  life* 
How  the  devtt hangs  vponthe  footst^pa of  iHyoceocet  txun  i^Uther 
it  wiU,  ready  to  deludet  to  defrauds  to  dagrade,  to  498troy.  Here 
is  this  youth,  jutft  as  be  begiBS  to  diink  of  the  better  and  purer 
sweets  of  V^,  die  fiend  dro|^  his  onOigMiit  peisoa  into  tl^  bowl| 
embittering  the  taste  as  wefl  as  the  dsMigbt— a^d  shaping  the 
whole  futftre  eaoreerv&i'  sin  and  solvow,  /  I  had  tak^  f  great  li- 
king to ihat boy;  H^eoald  hare  midea  oobU  fellow^  Bnt^he 
looks  upon  me  as  an  enemy.  Se  >looks  upon  his  own  mother 
wfth  sufipiAon*  It  has  needed  but  a  meaa  cuiwing  oi^  tl;«^part 
of  ihk  miaen^le  wreteh,  M'Kewn»  tO:  make  him  turn  upon  hif 
natural  and  best  allies.  Heaven  hdp  us,  for  with  the  deidl  ai 
our  elbow,  wUh  foes  among  those  who  fsmound  us,  and  thendcea 
and  vanities  at  our  own  hearts  to  second  their  labors,  unless 
Heavra  help  iftt  ki  season,  and  with  aU  its  ajigeK  hope  and|  hu- 
manity stand  hoi  a  pobr  chance  for  happiness." 

The  subject  eiered  a  ftuitftd  matter  ft»x  reteotion  after  he  got 
home,  wfakh  a  dfa«gblt  of  Jilaaiea  with  tlfus  seigeaiiit^  and  a  long 
dissertation  from  thai  perfl6n,  de  H^ibm  r«iai^  kfi^f  failed  wheUj 
to  arrest  or  disrfpate;  We  mnsfcleave  hun  to  its  indulgfncerwhiie 
we  retam  t»  the  widefw^s,  curiova  to  see  that  iasue  l^etween  hpr^ 
self  and  son,  whieh  For^  pre£srred  to  jDsoape.  ^e  was  iiot  sbif 
to  approach  the  siibfect 

'  **  My  son  yoo  have  behaved  viery  strangelyr  very  coldly^  almost 
rudely,  to  Oaptain  Porgy.  May  I  know  what  he  has  done  to 
ooeasion  this  treatment)" 

'*  I  don't  see  that  he  deserves  any  other,"  was  the  dogged  reply. 

**  Indeed,  Arthur,  this  is  a  very  singular  change  of  feeling  and 
f^inion.  A  moatili  or  twe  ago,  yeu  wi^re  so  perpetual^  over  at 
CHen-Bberiey,  that  I  feand  ye«  might  wear  out  tbe  wekone  yo« 
redeivdd;  now-*** 
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**  Bat  yon  also  kntit^d'idtkt  the  >captaait  aadijiiiur  rep«rt  iraif 
rfiNtya  tingolMei^  DimraUe  in  r^^oet  to  kirn,  Ymi  kiVo  eri- 
dcMtyiidUDgflBfad  #iflM&iintf«vlB«lia9i  tMAid  l£im,ifQ«rr 
And,  —  I  Acmfct  y>  n^.nTnr  ^ildw  j^onnjcig  t»  befgoiky'  of  aiy 
ttean  •«lafe»  of  'lii^ilnitk  I  lH4>e  ilni  jaa.maiUfmMj  ittorm 
m^  M  to  WlMii  Iwff/onveditbai'oiiailget  in  yote  OM^oBlf  ndnch.  i^ 
Bnffieiently  apparent  to  him  as  well  as  to  me." 

«•  Bit  i  wan*  to-ldbcnr;  niother,  why  It  is  Aat  ybn  ase  to.an^iona 
that  I  shonld  be  on  good  tenns  with  this  Oaptein.  Poirgy/' 

**1  am  ttixioQa ^mtyon- AoaU  beTnt^and  hoBbimble,myaon; 
not  mean,  or  ciqptiadB }  n&k  caprtriona  aad  tmpnneipfeflL^' 

«I  An^  sae  hofw  I  khonid  b^  ailhfr,  bnfy'  beeanM  I  dot  not 
UEe  nnn* 

^Ualasa  ^n  have  a  goad  laaaon  to  jnitify  yooa  diaUkei  y^ 
BMisI  be  ali  of  tUse,  hz^,.  We  One.OaflMn  Porgy  a^gmH? 
and-vilal  semfice.-"^^'  ^ 

'  «*'Wa  oive^t  aa  lanoh  to  liantetiaiit  Fraitiptoa,  and  the  im^ 
fiflied  aefgiant*  itiothar." 

**  Tkatmay  be,  bnt  tiuit  doesnH  leasto  omrobligalionfl  to  him*** 

^  Ai  leaaty  iJUy  do  not  yronaig  npon  tbtfir  sanrioea." 

^I  am  yet  to  kntw  that  he  does." 

«"  What  dote  he  eomfi  hex»  so  &^<i^tly  £(«,  then  t" 

^  I  snppoae  be  findsfatate  pleaanre  in  doing  §o" 

""Ah!  and  jronindplewliie  in  it»  too,  mother r^ 

Thaib  «as  an:  incraanng'  eokr  ua  the  widow'a  ebeekt,  at  she 
ifMtitke  gnaa  an<  baud  thii  aigtiifieant  inqniry  el  tbe  fonracd 
boyi'Uu  sbaaaawevefl  Urn  very  qnictiy-<» 

<^:Ocvtaialy  ^  I  find  Oiqptain  Porgy  a  TOtfy  pUaaant  adBo«ial% 
i  kjM^  hm  genttomtA  lyhoaa  cenyersatioii  ia  so  sanitt)le  and 
interesting." 

^Ckntlemanl  be  looka  very  mnoh  like  a  gentleman  with  that 
great  paanoh  ef  his;  lai^  as  a  rice4>arreL'* 

*^  Stop,  Artjrar ;  I  nniit  not  sa£fer  &is  sort  of,  limgnaga  in  my 
heaiiag.  Yon  foiget  yomself,  my  son ;  yon  forget  what  is  due 
to  me,  and  to  this  worthy,  but  nnfortonate  <naiL  .  I  shall  say  no 
dim.o^i|^hatiiPa^im^hint#Br  saTinggyanr  motbar  fiNOi  indignity, 
and  possibly  firom  death,  since  you  do  not  aeea  idBoietitlf  to 
atiipiiihsHd  the  ex|^  or  Vahe  of  tfaia  senrioe.    It  is  etfongh 
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that  I  require  7«i  te  ftrbeMr  Meli  riide  laagila^s  of  •Qe^QHr  1 
mil  pleased  to  henov  bm  mj  fnend  and  neighbor." 

^Is  he  genig  te  be  eontent,  mother »  wkh  beu%  firiiend  itt4 
neigUbevi  Does  he ehe  «t  iiotiun^  HMkert  leheHMbofffecMF** 
ing  aB  yottv  rnedegr  te  psf  for  hk^extravagMioee  I  Itthif  Mtr-^' 

•« Slop,  «tawe  move, «i7  Mil  iafc  I  Ao^MdeiittodyABawr,  Aei 
jTon  sdppoee  ymtrm^  VkxHif  to  lose  the moiHrjr  wfakb  I  lend  ti^ 
Captain  Porgyr 

^  I  don^t  eee  idiat  else  wiU  IbUowy  Brng'tt  he  doea»  and  hiMriiig 
to  pay  off  Uus  old  debts." 

^  Yon  h4Ye  been  tisteang  to  a»  fmem j,  Atthnr.  Sot  IsX  me 
disabuse  yo«.  It  is  act  pessiUe  tkat  yeia  or  I  shell  lose  amythiiig; 
by  the  Ibaas  made  to  Capteia  Porgy.  These  «re  all  s«fisi€Sitly 
secured  by  mortgage ;  the  papers  drawn  up  by  Colonel  Pinekneyy 
who  assures  me  that  the  debt  is  perise^  seemro*  We^f^  legal 
immfk  on  the  m^rn^,  wA,  so  &r,  Oaptkin  ^4rgy  is^  perhaps 
less  under  obligations  to  me  than  I  am  to  him.  If  yoltf  eatun 
of  ^Ks^tiiet  eontediplaitei  ifs^faig  b^odd  this;  yen  may  leasotabl^ 
dismiss  it  from  your  mind ;  but  there  is  seiftiething  teftherv  Jac 
ihur.  The  eidl  spirit  who  has  foohd  his  way  to  your  eAit,  has 
never  been  eoatent  wkh  so  neagte^i  s^ieme  of  doing  misehief. 
Let  me  hear  all  that  disturbs  yeU|  my  son  ^  keep  notkiog'  back ; 
I  would  rather  you  riioald  pain  me  •direotly  t6  die  eorei  than 
leave  me  to  approhend  that  yon  entertsin  thoegbts  and  ieelings 
in  secret,  which  yon  dare  aot  unfoMto  jrpis  ihodier." 

The  ylioth  seemed  for  a  moment  uneasy.  He  strode  haiified 
lyoff  tbawhtdewvaadseemed^telookeat  The  widew  ^alan^ 
awaited  him,  without  seeiliiBg  to  ohsec?^  Ins  motioBSi  After  4 
pause,  he  iPheeM  abeut  smddettly^  afqptoaohed  her,  and^  ae^if  he 
had  bMMght  MiMetf  te  the  proper  point  of  deteriMinlisiw  h^ 
said : — 

<<  I  ask  youj  mother,  if  yto  think  that  Oaptslin  P^n^^raea 
here  only  when  he  wants  eompany  or  mmiey  t  X  want  yo«  t% 
tell  me  if  yo«  think  he  has  Hot  some  other  prnfMiet  Speak 
eandidly,  mother,  as  you  ooght  to  speak  to  me,  and  as  I  have  4 
fight  to  expeet  that  yeu  will  speak." 

The  moAel-  4ihaeat  aten^y  swayed  th»  jeathr  Ato,  «iik 
^^^  llpe>  she  aaawe#ed-^ 

''We  mMy  think  di&mnUy,  iLrthus,  Amk<mt mtitadl  rights. 
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ttegMily  cmfjkn.mii  to  be  ve^mived  loaccotnt  M  ilie  ieeret  mo- 
tiveg  of  mtkfh  of  Ospt^  ^otffj  ctt*  of  anjr  othtr  mm;  Yomr  clud-' 
liage  of  ttiy  oMiior,  onleM  jot  lunro  oome  hnptitHlioii  vyoa  it|  if 
orty  »  grtitutoyiif  oUtoeo,  my  ton.  At  T^WAgfifaiuLtthie^  there 
may  be  eMP%0  wWb  it  iv^oMt  ifcot  be  ptroper  to  infbUk  to  yotf  ill 
my  thongbtfl  ur  opinions.  Where  these  contempbtM  tlM  idiifAc- 
t»  Of  iBOtiirito  of  otirerpMf06iiB^'I  Aookl  be  mwmg  In  doing  so. 
If  yoti  hare  any  pattictdar  qaestioii  to  put  to  me,  Atthi^  Eve- 
lei^,  wMdh  wonM  stt^m  tb  be  the  ease  f^m  -n^at  yoA  do  say, 
let  me  bear  itro&d  ff  it  is  pt^per  for  me  to  answer,  and  if  my  son 
baa  a  tij^bt  to  miAre  tto  qties^on,  let  him  be  asmired  ^mt  I  shall 
ttiww^T  with  the  ntmo#t  readine^'' 

The  yonth  batrtily  ottiMkr  tbe  dhamber.  Bto  was  evid^Btiy  re- 
Metairtv  bal^«rtfamed^  to  btdtv*^  tlie  ltftMA!g>  enspiisloiis  in  hii 
wAinA.  But,  at  Itoglh;  as  if  veieed  at  hil«  own  weatkiMa,  he 
paneed,  sMod  eveet,  and  pokrtittg  to  a  iplendid,  fttH  length  of 
Mi^or  l>t*eleight  which  Imng  iigalnst  tbd  wall~^a  noble  Agnre, 
iifr  Ae  pfine  of  hmnboody  arid  garbed  iti  the  H«h  nffllUEry  eostnme 
of  Biitkitij— he  <^k[Hientf'Wflh  i^  bnttit  of  pulisioih'-*^ 

*<That  is  my  ftithet;  ftiothe^,  as  he  looked^  us  he  lived.  Oan 
it  be  i^ossible  thtlt  y^  irieaA  to  fiH  hl^  plade  #i!^  sneh  a  j^etftm 
an  Ate  Oaptt^  Pbrgyr 

Aiid  the  Wy  lOofcsd  n(^t6,  eiMt,  manly,  aiMM  magttifieent, 
IBre  bis  Mhi^n  li*  he  ntiered  the  pa^ribUate  In^tthy'.  Httd  there 
been  MfS^^fn^  tA\M  i^  hi^  €pieidtton,-^hiid  die  widow  shown 
h^rsel#  weak,  Mvolens,  waziton,  easily  aiscessible,  anct  inclining 
to  flin)^  beirs«lf  away  npoh  a  worthless  person '-^ihere  wonlfl 
have  been  so^efMhg  v^ry  itdtml'abl^  hi  his  bearhig  and  po^on 
Tte  mdflVei'loekM  kt  him  a  ikdttt^i,  her  ftice  pkle  with  indigiut' 
Hon,  aM  fh^'  t6iM  ^shed,  tH  at  oirce,  fn  a  flood  ft&n^  het  eyes 
ThrotJgh  th^m  she  i^f^oke,  with  iMipetnotxs  kng^. 

"  Arthur  EteMgh,  you  hiire  been  listening  to  that  devil  of 
mischief,  M'Kewn,  You  have  suffered  this  vile  Scotchman  to  fill 
your  ears-wHh  venommte  disconrse.  You  have  meanly  permitted 
him  to  whisper  to  you  a  scandal  of  your  own  mofhen  You  have 
basi^  iulKred  hiiti  to  fill  your  heart  with  eVil  thoughts  of  one 
to  whom  your  mother  owes  her  Bfe  and  hoitor.  Atid  you  have 
imiMQA^WHaii^:  Totr  Wot«  wam^agtt&ist  tbi^ evfl-ihihd 
ed  wret4^h.    You  were  taught  to  regard  him  as  an  obje6i  off  sus^ 
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no  lopger  may,  barrier  t)etv«eff  hia^  a^^^  s}^«n^.  CoLPio^^ey. 
wrote  him  an  affecti<mate  l^tt^,  fqll  of  ^opijiathy,  but  cottg^h^Ri 
off  from  all  £9xther  hopa  of  eioape«  Pii^Qknej  4id  n^t  g^p,  at 
this.  He  sought  the  sheriff,  T^ho  was  a  weU-law>wQ  army  maii» 
of  good  nature,  something  of  a  hnmorist,  iiide^,  and  with  quite 
a  friendly  r^gf^rd  for  Porgy,  whom  he  had  met  more,  than  once 
during  the  war,  and  whom  he  very  well  knew.  The  object  of 
Pinckney  now  was  to  persuade  theal^ip|^  to  ^A  m^ah  indulgence 
as  possible.  To  *'do  his  spiriting  gently."  To  tbia  the  Utter 
was  naturally  mclined.  ^tft,  l^n  tb^  9^1^  ^¥^  th^^  YM'^o 
impatient  creditor,  )(<S^¥fPy  ^W^S  ^  ^^M  ^JWffcq  M  ^^ 
proceedmgs.  The  law!  Tb^Vwfl  5#  «a#||lMMh^«rf»-of 
the  law  in  itf  vifxxvo^  ng^t,  ^Jtd  wajtedt  ydjtjh,  iirtgW^^iJKNtUi'faf 
thei  news  of  the  exe^aitii^)^  qf  his  yffiflefsesy.Uie  ^hillftm%k(9fll 
of  Porgy,  and  the  seizure  of  the  negroes.  Pinckney  wro^ihe 
eaptf^^  all  these  particuliars.  Hehad^^th^iDdierildecu^tpr 
in  yam.  He  was  resolved  on  his  pound  of  flesh,  a^td  aa  iipuch 
Vlood  af  be  could  dra;PF  along  with  it     ; 

Poigy  read  the  letter  ta  ]|(j^U^/9V8e.  Tbe  Irti^,  by  a  priviytfL 
despi^tch,  summoned  l^e^if^  Ff^^ip^n  to  4i#  c^^qn^fl^  Se  ^amQ 
over  to  Ql^-£berl0y  4m^  to  ^.jt^^,  wit^  jfiAs  m  tfh  ^likf^ 
der,  sabre  at  his  s^  ^aNbt  i#  ^)i^teff>  j«^  aa  ha  |ia<i^ne 
through  ^  wans.  Th^  I9a^9fj^aw  af  tb^  flprjafl^t  ha^  b«in  to 
tjhU^^ff^ct  He  had  axjp^rfsdy  enjqi^^tb^  Ji9i^#«aPt^.fi#M 
in  war-fashion.  He  met  him  at  the  entrance,  armed  ^  V)i^ 
manner  though  not  on  horseback;  and  with  an  ominous  fthi^kifig 
of  tbe  head  and  the  hand,  in  answer  to  Fnunpton's  inquiries,  he 
said — 

**  The  inimy  is  in  motion,  lieutenant ;  we've  got  to  stand  aa 
assault,  maybe  a  siege,  ka/di  I  kftow^i  yoU  Wam't  aguine  to  stand 
by  and  see  the  cappm  bombarded  and  invaded,  without  being 
ready  to  jine  at  the  "first  sound  o^  the  trumpet.  You'll  see  the 
c^pm's  i^ightj^y  ch^jiged  in  th^  h^  week.  He'^  m^on^  fi^fnf  in 
tW  mouth  than  I.ev^  seod  him,  He  kain't  talkt  and  wh^  f 
mai^  )fti^n't  Udk,  th^Mf^  V^en  30  u^d  to  it*  it's  about  t^e  w^xg^ 
piQi  in  his  a^ercmfistanees.  Bm^i  if^i^t'  you  say  n«itbiOg  o£  w^ 
you  f^^e^  J^t  y9>;i  listen  t^rg^^f^  wb^  I  JIHi^eft /?ft  W^'in^ 
be  r^.ody  to  foUow  up  tb^  pua^-  We  n^uxst  p^qt^  tbe  {KPffliilgr 
froaii  tbe  ivimy.    £f.  they  gita  the  placa*  ib^r's  npt  iic)viqU.ji}i^  fi^r 


THE  saamm  or  umbo.  iXt 

Ae  planee.  The  two  stends  rt6g»A«r  pretty  .neeb  Uke^  gwi'  4ub4 
gunpowder.  What's  the  use  of  the  ^Knpoti^der  if  Aar'a  no  ^ffm, 
and  what's  the  nse  of  the  gon  if  thar's  no  powder?  Y^u  sees ! 
How,  we  mMffit  p«rteet  ^d  niggers  aad  pliataiioR  against  siege 
and  storm.  That's  the  first  need6eMif7)  the  next  late  open  the 
cup^'s  eym  to  iM  needeeiHBt^ef  marrying  tbewi4orMr.'  His 
tarcmnilaseeii  aiift  te  Ibe  pinl  of*  aiij  longer.  We  must*  boib  q« 
tts,  argttff  Um tune  the  aenae  o^tins  neadcesrifcy.^' 

Having,  as  he  thought,  sufficiently  givcM  Ae ,  Vewteoimt  Mi 
cue,  tfie  Utter *w«0<rikiwM  tOJolior  the  dwdling>  aod  (t>  aqehis 
old  commands.  He  found  Poigy  erasbre  esongh,  imi  ^^'  t# 
seeliim.  He  pat  a»  a  dieerfnl  comtMi>nsewhei>he beheld  tiye 
yofMiy  gave  hhn  Ms  hand^  and^  for  a  litde  wbHe^aeeii^  to  tb* 
eeverhisBpiritft.  BotiHiiaiqitOBremaikJMl  tbat»tho«i|^bewter' 
ed  the  room,  warmed  «ii|Ka«fWf,  the  eaptaiit  never  aneaied  to  ob* 
serve  k;  attd  %hAt,ev«&wbfle  he  speicetohinef  £uiiiJiwrthings» 
and  with  a'fliile  ifon  hia  laeet  Ins  nmid  jet  aeented  to  wander. 
After  a  while,  hefaqweddnto  meodj  jiaaace^ never  eocA  Peking 
tfa^  pipe  front  kianoath  intheeouneof  half  an  kowr*  eiten'tbongh 
ita  foreslmd  gone  out  The  Mauteaant  took  hir  plaae  in  the 
household  quietlji  as  if  he  had  nevec  lefi  it .  He  had.  bis  bed 
there  tiial  night  After  supper,  Tom  being  warned  to  berin 
attendance  as  an  auzfiki7,tbe  sergeant  opened  by  degfcses  upoii 
the  m^ijeel  of  etnbatfrassment  before  tkesu 

«*£f  you  has  no  dejectkMi,  eappih^  I  wish  you'd  read  t»  the 
Heutenant  that  *em  letter  of  GoL  Pinc^ney." 

^Ob  I  to  be  save.  You've  not  keaird,  Latm,  the*  the  FUU9» 
tines  are  aboui  to  4eseeBd  upon  ua  Wnto  are  on!.,  aid  execu* 
tions,  levies,  and  arrests,  Ca  Ba'a  and  il  Fa'a  attd  I  Mippose  m 
txeaU,  and  wbetever  other  diaboKcid  iBfeations  of -the  liiw  oaft 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  a  man  whom  tiie  de^  baa  detOKmined 
to  destroy.  I  told  yeu  of  my  fears  before  we  gel  home*  I  waf 
then  better  prepared  for  the  disaster. tfaaa  I  em  now.  The  v^ 
spite  I  have  )iad>  the  restoration  of  my  negroes,  and  the  help  in 
money  afibrded  me  by*  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  have  helped  to  apeil  lee 
for  vicissitudes;  and,  in  getting  a  new  taste  of  my  old  node  of 
Bfe, I  wA kMifeb ttore'Mdttotant  then  ever  to  give  it  up.  ^utthe 
thing  seems  mevitable  nowv    This  letteifef  Oalanci  Pinekney 
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fr6tti  wkat  qtiftrter,  and  in  wkak  fere^  Ab  vmma^  will  pnAtaUfi 
muke  Uff  apfiroAobeg."      ^ 

And  h6  read  the  letter. 

*<  Tbe  ca«e  yoa  see,  is  bi^eaB.  Hie  wolves  wiU  hvwB  their 
victim.    Nothings  can  be  d<me>." 

<*  We11»  cappin,  I  doesn't  edmidj  see  tbiH.  Here's.  I«iM3e» 
and  me  boHi,  and  Tom,  all  readjr  to  have  aifi^iOA  U*  end  boat 
off  the  inimy,  ef  tliey  don't  e<Aae  on  tia  teo^  msirf  Mioaee*  We 
l&ree^  and  ytm^  csqipte-^" 

"PeoM,  peob,  sergeant!     VhtM  attntiwenee*    There's  no 

Sluing  to  be  done  in  the  asaltvry  and  no.fl}*ilig,  that  I  oan  a^e* 
1  ^^t  is  1(^  to  me  asiw^  or  ialftnfy  t«  W  left  tR  m^.la  my 
philosophy,  and  that  of  my  Kttle  £rencfatnaft.  I  an>  tsyin^  to 
sehod  niys^  to  the  trial  wMi  the  hesfc  grionit)  the  iiK«ld,  tbqngb 
by  the  powers,  if  a  good  iglrti  woaU  help  the  matter^  I'd  be 
pretty  ^k  to  man  the  fcttsesa^;!  btit  thaAVonl  of  tfce  questjon* 
The  notion  of  th«  aergeant  is  snofdy  ahsoad.  Tber  cAfOr  Ipol^ 
whielieTer  way  yon  pleaae»  is  abaolntely  hopeless." 
'  « You've  o)enninrang;  jest  bekaise  yoi^reAises  to  look  the 
riglit  way.  Now,^  I've  been  seeing^  a  mighty  long  wiiSo  pasi^ 
tirat  thai^  wasa  way  of  saraig  all^  and  bleclung  the  game  cm  the 
inimy,  ami  that/ yon  oeev^was  jea'  by  ooming  down  iipon  thc^ 
widow  fib^leigtit  and  BtottUBig  ber  premis«ts.  I  sbow'd  yom,  long 
ago,  how  a  widow  was  a  aart  o£  post  wJiiob  b*i  been  afore  taken 
bytheMny,and  so  was  to  be  taken  ag'in ;  and  where  the  storm- 
ing was  conducted  by  a  good  officer,  from  the  Kno  of  tbe  ^nsq/t^ 
that  tho^hing  montibeaonaeasily;   Thts/Widow  £h!lei|;h,7|pw— " 

"^BoMih  up^  Mitthenaec  19o>  more  of  theft.  ^It>  nf^si  not.  bo 
thought  ef.  BftPm  n^L'  ft  look  fer  me-^I  who  bevo  been  boiw 
Mmiffg  the  widows  nssmy^io  pcopese  to  pay  myd^b^  to  her. 
by  maieing^  he»  my  wife9" 

*  And  the  nost  izc^kntest  way  for  settling  a  debt  thai  ever 
waa  invented  on  this  aittfa." 

*<  Why^  man,  I've  gone  to  hac  ae  a  beggar,  i  owe  her  mx. 
b^dred  guineas.  Shall  I  go  to  her  «id  offer  her  payment  in  a 
bai^mpt  husband )" 

<«B«itef  sbeMfcesyoB^eappin,  won.'tsbe  jnmpat  itr    ; 

""Abl  bnftdniiisaUveirydodbtftd."     . 
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I%ar  flMBt  BOt  be  no  lUnbl  when  you're  thgoke  As  ifonn  e  fi»ff> 
Hew,  I  see  thai  ibis  Jiere.  wiiov  is.a'cioat.  medy  te  ^anh 
*  et  tfi0:fii»t  hkaw  dr:the  fa^glew  IlBtiOMtit»Mppm$  I  see* 
kfilB  msyy^BBg  Ae-.dete  4br  ymw  anl  la  every  )#ek  ifae  «tMi 
Toa ;  and  the  best  thing  you  Idn  do^is  jeet  ;|o:MiLe  ataiel  ^ ik# 
eimnwf  lawo  of  itbe  eese.^ 

Porgy  shook  his  head. 

«'  Nearyiioa't  jFafit  be  aMiuildii^Df  jiMar  bei^  ••  eCib«  wait 
mtlmig  ia  it  Bat  jaaft  yam  hear  irbat  Vm  pdnt  to  aa  yeor-*- 
B^poae,  mumt  the  tbiag  »  jeit  as  I'm  *«ayin|^  it.  £r{K>8e  ^she's 
aoady tegwre  ia ^hb  memeai  yea  are  taa^  t» aiaha  the  attltekt 
WenH  yott  bea  ivost  bk)ody  foid^-^iMiaiiiaiBi  cepfiiii;^  1 4e€aiiH 
aieaa  «e  be  ommfeatfid^^bat  X  ax»  vati'A  ym  be  aldQQd)r  fcA 
aol  te  gi^e  lier  a  diaitKe  to  saneodtar  .hftiulasMMe,  ai^  sw^e  bar 
fedSn'syiaad^saire  this  fiae  pwpertyt  and  saire  yoar  ugg^air  oa^ 
b^aiae  yioa  are  so  Biealy'iaDtithei  Won't  yen  fcd  ladst  mean 
fl^i  vieieiis,  and  enha|^y»  ef.a6.be  70a  iaeepli  ba9gin|g  -^  and 
she  ha8tocak)oeaiid^^thefiesli*iii»ytm2  I  deeW,  eiy>{m>; 
itiaeenis'aaiestr|iliiiil  aadecasl  ihiag  far  yoa  not  l^belp  hdi 
«i«i  aAaede^  ^f  j««t  aldngf ba'ia  tiaie  to  sAVft  ber  feelia's,*' 

''Ha!  ha!  ha!  Delightfid!  Toa  4ay  &s«l»  lIlkhofiBC^ yea 
pnt  the  case  in  quite  a  lu^  aiid  stiSung  poftil  ef '  vmv.  Yon 
tUbk  i  sfaaaU  ifeidi  ia'time  le  'piayeiit  the  Wide«  trnm  addres- 
iia^'m^,  and  so  spare  her  Uashes/' 

'^in.aoaiae,  I  doesf  TbalTs  jast  the  thingi-tafWNr'iief  bhiA 
es!" 

^  Bal»>8appoee  ehe  jveseite  {irefiitee  te  tne,  and  I.  weee  to-r-^re 
iieaherl*' 

"  Lord  love  yon,  cappin»  and  be  mercifiil  to  yofor  oadenrtand* 
lag;  bat  yoa  weddaiH  be  se  cfmkiaA  aad  Ontngbi  rediehiloas,  aa 
to  do  diat<^-^aad  after  all  that's  die's  been  fr^eiag  hr  yavL" 

«it  woaki  be  rather  hard4iearted,  I  oonfesa." 

*'  'Twould  be  most  monstroas  rediokiloaB  1  Bat,  eappin>  yoa 
mu&'n't  wait  for  hear  to  do  the  anng.  It  i»oat4>e  fibe'd  eome 
arter  awhile,  taxi  when  he  eoaldn't  atan'  keepiu'  in  her  feelki's 
aay  loageri  bat -then  i'  uaat  be^-^it  weald  be*^lao  laite»  jdiea 
lo  help  yooreaieiiai#as4dea«  fif  the  pmfexty  wm  ff>  be^sold  by 
ffaa  Aark;  vhatvoaUitbriTig,  I  wanfc  laktiev,  new«  adieatfiar^ 


tftO  WOODCRAPTi 

SO  Utde  money  gaina  About  Not  enough,  by  Im^  to  fM^  tfab 
warmiiit,  IfK^wn.  But,  ef  ^wm  only  on  aeeotuit  of  tiM  bdy, 
it^yoar  bv^em  to  opeak  qaiek*  O^he  maa  faaO'ii*  rif^to  hmp 
A%  foot  wcnuan  a^mdtlng  on  Uki.  Be  iias  too  rn^t  <toicoep 
^^tikkiiig^^wMi  pipe  m  Ub^  nmitlir  arhfla  sU^a  aireepbig  Jtai 
fbiiiig  awiay  a-iaoat  ^  not;hm V 

*'  But  I  don't  see  that  Mn.  Eveleigh  diowa  ^utty  «Mk  aigna  of 
suffering,  Millhouse." 

^^Ifaall  kmord, eapfin;.  Sha'a ^t  too  pvaad  a  atoMAdi,  to 
show  outside,  m  her  ^h  and  speilrilBt  how  nmch  she  anffiBis  un* 
nardly.  ]ffany%  the  woman  thaifs  looked  fiit  andhearty^  while 
her  heart's  been  a-brefJdag  m  her  basanm.  I  don'tnroaarte  aaj 
that  the  widow  Bbleigii  is.  oo  4«t  gone,  eappn,  'kabev  yoa  aee» 
fliie'fl  bad  iJKper'eaee'.ia  heart '  aflUia,'  b^lig  a  widow ;  baft  she'a 
got  her  fe^Bi's  a&d  auffsrin's,  oappin,:in  ilie  .heart,  lliat  ke^w  it 
flpre  and  Ueedin'  |tU^Qc?er,  thoagk  it^a  too^stedng  to-biaalu  fifaa 
oughtn't  to  het'  aasy'  soAirin's  aad  bleeding  atatt,  ef  ao  be  you 
khi  help  her;  and  I  aay,  ^nd  Vm  anra  on  it^^hat  yon  icm  be^ 
her,  jes'  by  the  same  th^  that  kniipB  yon'^dtfi  I'll  leave  it  to 
die  lieutenant  here,  and  to  Ton,  ef  ^ey  dav't  'grae^widi  aae* 
that  the  widow-  Efbieigh  ^haa  a  nataral  right  to  many  yoa,  ooa- 
iiderin'  your  sareanstances." 

Tom  nodded  his  head  affitvnatrrelyt 

«<  Teiu  hah  for  aMtnry' 'em,  miifussa^  He  bin  too  anach  go4d  to 
you,  maussa.  You  can't  'sense  feas-^you  oaa't  'Ana  [vefiiae] 
'emv  You  kab  fer-db  it,  dan  we  all f  roe  b'long  to^one  anndder, 
maussa." 

Framptonidiaa of  ophnion^tkft the ipaooaediiig would xaiPtamly 
relieve  the  captain  of  all  his  present  difficulties,  and  was  Ibr  tUa 
maaon  ^[aite  advtsiriblii* 

''That's  it,  <tappiar!  ooasickiAa'  the  sarcfamatances !  Itfs  Hm 
MurcumstiineeB  you've  got  to  oondder ;  and  I  say  it  agab,  eon^ 
siderin'  them,  and  ihe  sadcumstanoes  of  ike  widow,  die'a  got  a 
nateral  aright  te  knany  you." 

''  But  have  I  any  natural  right  to  many  her?" 

**  In  course  I  Ei  she's  got  a  right  to  yoo,  thar's  no  help  Ibr 
itv  and  yw  must  jbe  your  right  te  her'n«  You've  got  no  tight 
H)  relbao'to  kev*  A«f,  ae^ki^  it's  he^  needoeaai^to Jient'faav  «qA 
fibm  Clraaway^fiv  an  haaast man^  and  a gaatleman^ and  m  Kood 
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iei^er,  is  to  ^  it  to  her  ma&Adl,  at  oriee^  $csii  not  kei^  ber 
ariria^Dg,  and  a  lodging  and  a  sonrowin',  tiU  tbe  poor  woman 
gits  «iek  from  ber  noedcessitjr."  - 

''SeaUj,  MiHhottse,  yoe  make  a  new  6iee  (^  %.  Ton  are 
tn«&ing  it  dearly  a  inty  aad  a  ebariljr  HMt  I  sbofdd  marry  a 
kdj  of  forttme,  and  so  save  myself  firom  the  shei^/' 

"^  That's  the  how !    Thaf  s  the  very  thing.'^ 

''Now,  Millhotise,  if  I  eould  onfy  be  sure  that  the  exeeOent 
lady  whom  yon  so  freely  discuss,  labored  under  any  skch  feel- 
ings as  yon  deserve — '' 

'*  Aix  Lane^^kix  Tom !"  respo&di)d  <he  sergeant,  appeafing 
to  eaeh  of  Khem  in  tnitt. 

Lance  eertainly  had  seen  the  very  favonMe  gla&oes,  which 
the  widow  had  cast  upon  the  captein. 

'*  Sheep's  eyes,  they  calls  'em,  eapphi/*  q«oth  the  sergeant. 

Tom  gave  his  opkmm  with  solemmity  and  confidence. 

"  Miss  Ebieigh  h4b  eyes,  enty,  for  see*  matissaf  W^U,  who 
dat  say  jhanssa  aih't  man  "notgh  for  please  aiqr  woman  t  Ba^s 
It!  I  see  W  h<lw  he  kok  at  matissa.  ^  Be  fire  np>  be  month 
^tatt'  open  and  sweet,  and  when  be  talk  to  'em,  it's  jest  like  any 
bud  [bird]  dah  sing  to  'nndder  hot,  and  axing  'em  wha'  for  we 
kaint  bnil'  nest  togodder  dis  spring  T 

^  Well,"  said  the  more  liberal  sergeant,  <«  'twould  he  all  mighly 
great  nonsense  to  taft  of  bnflding  nesis  in  sprbig^  when  here  we 
afe  jest  on  th^  edge^  as  I  may  say,  of  wintisr.  Bat  what  Tom 
says  wonld  be  qtnte  right,  6f  he'd  make  the  nest  bnildin'  together 
abont  Ohriskaas.  I  fike  a  mairrii^,  Obiislmas  time,  better  tbati 
any  otbto-;  and  ef  the  cappin  does  the  tight  Uiiag,  likea  man, 
weil  ImTO  a  raal  blow*oiit  this  coming  Ohrigtma«<  You're  hettn, 
eappn.  Me,  and  the  liontenatit,  and  Tom,  all  agrees  that  the 
widow  looks  on  you  with  mighty  vweet  eyes ;  and  I  si^  she's  got 
a  nateral'  right  to  you,  and  you're  got  a  nateral  right  to  ber ;  and 
yon  mast  jine  year  rights,  and  gite  us  a  blow-out  this  Ohristmas 
and  ef  the  sheriff,.or  M'Kewn,  or  any  other  warmint,  comes  shark 
ing  about  these  prinuses,  I've  get  a  nateral  right  to  give  him  a 
h-41  of  a  lidcmg,  and  I'll  hev'  my  rights,  by  biases,  whenever 
I  gits  a  cbainoe !" 

We  a««  itet  prepased  to  sayihatthf  eif  tainwaaeoavineed.hy 
lus  argument,  which  was  continued  for  sometime  after  this,  arjo 


iro«bd  up  by  »  ftonp-pf  JiMUMc^  wb^ii  the  yafljes  i^  nf^ 
•  the  nigbt  MfllKoiwe  eongcatolated  hiijiseli'  and  compunWiy 
a  favorable  impression  had  b^en  ma^^  hut  Fnaai|itoB  was 
;ftd.  Bip  ^i»paM>i9s  had  tac^ht  U9»  hiet^r  h^w  |p  eee 
b#  eilpt«fa»'$  hMQt,  wd  IQ  QDi^piBehW  Jbif  «^$te9ie%  Thf 
ant  jailed  only  of  wh^t  si^^Mh^  ike  4fiB,ct  ^  44g1iin#QM. 
in  eloquence;  so  pcieoit  as  irifs  -PVP* : 
le  pMCt  iMpingt  at  st^MMi  f^m^i  tl^e  tw)0  mhordtpates 

Fraiapt^  and  JfjUhouae  weAt  |«rUi  tctgeljker  w  qmsultif- 
the  latter  looking  exceedingly  ominmB,  JUm  aopia  g*^ 
log  o^  dofyi  aiidlifln^  a  Jk^en^a^eK^  ^  his  ^^AtrHs  ^t  some 
ler.  At  breakfast,  the  subject  of  t]m  ll^at  oighrt  if^s  nawmi- 
^  the  eieingeaMt  hi^t  the  eiiptiiin  made  <M>  fef9p<HMe.  Se  ex- 
ed  no  surprise  to  see  iFrapRpton  Uuger  am»y  firotn  his  young 

The  UeutoiMiiit  $aid  noUuug  of  the  ^ject  o£  hia  mt,  or 
e  summons  wUcb  indu(^  it,  buit  q^iAlly  li^uma^  the  aur 
ittjtvde  of  <me  on  duty.  The  good  y#uth,  4tcci|stomed  to 
117  authoritjr»  aod  trained  up  In  gueial  me^aore  \^  Poigy, 
prepared  tq  oh^  at  every  peril.  Of  Utw^  he  had  ouly  vague 
00.  So  fat  ,ae  his  experience  vedti  oiyil  a«ihority  bad  been 
%  uame*r«  veuevable  thuig,  perhapfB^r^but  vhioh  meu  eTesy 
6  plucked  by  the  beawi«  without  feer,  a^d  wjfth  impnail^. 
lad  yet  to  learn  that  it  ooold  p/ove  more  potent  iioir  than 
g  the  sey^  yemr3  preYiou$»  whe*  eetob  man  4id  the  ihi^ 
wf^  beat  in  hit  own  sjg^t,  and  when  theae  urere  no  judgee 
3  knd,  howevw  ntmeroMs  migbt  he  the  exeontienen.  JQe 
iotae  to  atend  mjf  beiid^  end  fer»  hie  ibtdal  1ml — 8ucb  wee 
r  the  spri  ef  relatign  be^ireen  ttie  pertlesfn^en^  to  bieejk 
'  for  him,  and  peril  iUe«  against  all  cemeort.  U  4a  pbMible 
Porgy  qndtntood  the  purport  ef  his  visits  but  he  focefaore 
^mark  upon  it.  The  yeuth  was  simply  welcomed*  as  of  old ; 
as  of  old,  he  went  at  onee  on  duty.  The  aetgeant  aeon 
ed  hhn  that  the  duty  was  to  be  AvigilaBt  ene,  and  wee  quite 
isary.  The  two  mounted  guard  altemetely^  Certain  BetTor- 
egroes  were  selected  as  scouts  and  videttea,  w^o  wati^ed 
e  i^preaehes  to  the  plantation*  One  was  ehoaen  to  ascend 
gh  the  scuttle  to  the  housetop,  and  keep  Ua  eyes  at  oncto 
^eiy  point  of  the  ympess.    And  thua  BM^ttevs  itoed«  willloQt 
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•H^  €f6iit  t.  exdle  dbnoi*  ittfl  Hie  4M  4ii7  after  Fm^plon's 
arrival. 

On  tliii  dajr,  tome  littfe  after  iMMm*  and  just  wfaen  Porgy  was 
beginning  to  MA  of  dinber,  the  aeonta  came  in  bringmg  intelli- 
geaee  ef  the  approach,  in  the  diredion  ^f  GlennEberlej,  of  a 
very  atjMsh  k>okin|^  gentleman^  in  blaek  habilt  driving  the 
vehiele,  then  in  faalnondble  nae  for  one  6r  two  persona,  called  the 
**  chaise/'  a  heavy  hmbering  eori  ef  gi^  with  a  eapaeiona  top  to 
it  TUe  wat  the  ahorlf;  the  weU4cii6wn,  nmiAU,  graceful  and 
accomplished  Oeknei  --*-*-^f  whose  soUcotnde  to  do  an  nnpleasavl 
dnty  pleasan%*,  had  paompted  hiBLtd  imdMrteke  a  taak  wbkd)  is 
no#'4Uda7a  contaionlj^  toiifided  to  a  depilty;  At  the  gate  of  the 
anreane  ^  Olet^Bbctrl^^  tiie  ahenff  foond  hiiAself  mddenlj  ar- 
rested bj  a  person  in  military  habit.  Before  he  knew  where  be 
itw»  s  hl^  hoitemtln%'  piattfl  was  dapp^  to  his  head,  and  he 
was  required  to  give  an  account  of  himaelf.  The  sheriff  was 
confounded* 

•^Whyvyvwg  natat'^faid  he,  viiHial  i^^BtSU  thi» meant  Why 
m%  ye«  armed  to  the  teeth^an4  wfayam  I  arvettodwithyiole^pofl 
omhepeaeeMIngliwi^t  Whd^  aUa  y)[>ai  Imd  what  do  jfou  take 
me  fort" 

^9br  a  pciBBai  thafe  aflbr  no»gDod,staraAger  T  was  the  aniwer 
of  IfioRe  FranptOtt.  **  Wie  heifc  thai  there's  some  enemies  of, 
Oaptaki  Fk^aJterhiaiiwhe'walit  le  setee  kin  and  hia  ne^^efj 
and  we  are  jest  here  to  see  that  they  do  no  such  thidgr' 

••  Why,  who  is  there  to  take  Us  Jooperty  t" 
'  **  Wbtf!-    I  AoH^  ]|now>f  bta*  diey  axe  enemies,  mtd  vanmits, 
ifaerifii  and  sdek  l^e^  tory  pee^e  V 

Franqihon^  iR)d^  ofi  qaial<%uii%i  sfao>^^  boMridemUe  incoK*. 
pvrienoe,byirhichthB  sheriff  ^vhasaalnsbiratbet  dian  annoyed* 

«'  Ton  do  no*  mtar  ie  aayn  my  friend <  that  ^u  Weald  reaist  a 
Acriff  in^the  eMeastecf  UikwM  dniieat'' 

'*L^  hi»  only  tfy  k  keseT'  watffhe  sadiCBenl  answer. 

"  WeH,  my  goad  fited»  asy  bwiihifirtn  bcm  i»  to  see  Captain 
F*rgy.- 

««Bnft  you're  aotithe  sbeaUfr' 

••  Sheriff,  indeed !     I'm  Col. ,  formerly  of  tl^e  9rmj.    I 

iHietr  Oa^ftiin  Borgy  welL    He'll  be  glad  le  aee  Bin»  Tye  ne 
doubt- 


*'  And  you're  not  one  of  die  sheriffs  fidlew8»  tbeat"  ctenMaded 
Frampton,  doubtfuUy. 

<*  Do  I  look  like  anj  one's  fellow  V*  asked  the  A&ntt,  langhing. 

**  I  don*t  know  1  I'm  on  dntj  heie  to  see  that  no  sheril^  or 
any  of  bis  fellows,  get  into  the  place ;  and  I'm  bonnd  to  examine 
closely.  But  I'll  take  yon  in»  where  yon  .can  see  another  person 
that's  on  duty,  and  that  knows  belter  what's  te  be  done  than  I 
do.    Get  out  bey^-'^^to  t^  sheriff's  drirer*-***^  get  op  behind." 

In  a  moment,  Frampton  had  changed  places  with  the  negto.— ?* 
This  done,  he  took  the  reins,  saying  as  he  ^rove— » 

''  If  you  were  to  drire  np  this  apenne,  stiaagerr  except  under  my 
charge,  you'd  be  most  like  to  have  a  ballet  through  your  jacket.'* 

**The  devil !  Ton  have  ihe»  cowrerted  Glen^Eberby  mto  a 
fortified  placet^ 

^'  Tes,  indeed  f  And  we  can  make  a  pretfy  stiff  figbt  agaoMii 
a  good  troop  of  sheriffs." 

"  Humph  I    The  captain's  at  home,  I  suppose  t"    . 

^  If es  indeed !  But  tf^  a  dha^noe  ^on  won't  get  a  sight  of  hfan. 
It  all  depends  upon  Sergeant  MiUfaeuse.'  He's  the  officer  o« 
duty.  Ton  must  mi^  it  all  dear'  to  him,  thsit  you  des^  oeme 
for  any  evil,  before  he'll  let  you  'light" 

^  Indeed  !**  and,  with  his  secret  meditations,  the  sheriff  andled 
pleasantly  enough ;  but  bis  smileB  wete  arrested  as  suddenly  ato 
he  himself  had  been  before,  as,  ahnest  in  the  mid^ef  the  avenue* 
Frampton  drew  up  the  horses. 

"Here's  the  sergeant!"  said  he. 

The  sheriff,  at  the  same  moment,  saw  approaehing,  fron^  ^ 
head  of  the  horses,  a  stalwart  figuijD,  with  plstola  hi  balt^  aai 
sabre  waving  in  his  left  hand*  A  eap  made  of  the  skma  of  a 
pair  of  gtay-squinels,  with  tlM  tails  fli^ipfaig  on  faetfi  sides,  eo^ 
ered  his  head.  His  uniform  wa^  of  strange  mllitavy  mixture,  al- 
together indescribable,  bot  propriety  tefuiles  that  we  diaakl 
describe  it  as  i  unSfoitt.  His  eye  was  fiercely  susparioua;  and 
}Sb  mouth  was  compressed  wMi  most  rigid  detenniuatlon.  // 

**  Who's  bet"  was  the  stem  demand  of  the  sergeant  aa  the 
vehicle  was  sto]^>ed,  and  be  presented  himself,!  <weving  his  aibre, 
ik  front  of  die  visiter. 

-*^< He  catts  himself  <M.  -•^^-s  ef  the  amy;  sayt  he'p  not  Om 
sheriff;  or  any  of  his  fellows,  and  wants  to  see  the  ci^ptain.** 


THB  mmmm.'iJMBo. 


1  ^  The  forgMit  -fland  «i  him  wMi  ejraref  fiertsteg  iii4tiiiy ; 
Mid,  after  «  m^omtt^i  peiifle>  seid^Ni*- 

•"  Tiite  eff  jpnr  bet»  stranger,  that  I  mky  iee  what '  sorfc  of  a 
head  joa^we  got  ofyotur  omn  f* 

The  fhttiff,  amilfaigly  elril,  iooanpiiei  wilh  ^  reqinBitioii. 

^  Ho  lookB  onhannful  enough.  Lance,  but  there's  ne  knowing. 
I  never  hatrd  ef  MiyCd^^-^^hi  the'«ntty ;  Fie  hear*  of  a 
eapjm  with  lome  ndii  neme,  holt  I  nevter  hakdthafe  he  did  anj- 
tfung  moek  '  He  wevii't  nd  gteal  bbi&ea  Ydn  aay,  itrcBger, 
that  onreaf^faK^ifs  you  f  >. 

''IFc^r'  j«d the dmiii;  me AI7,  begiining  to fiieTsomewhat 
dnbiona  of  big  Beenrities. 

«« WeU,  htov*  yea  atty  wily  tOi  let  lAn  hear  Aoift  ydn,  bjrany 
writing  or  lettef.  .  Eor>  aa:  for  neriag  him  afite  he  heaxojdl  lUibtit 
ye%  thai'0  onp^bb !'' 

The  iheriff  pvodvoed  a  {Midi,  tone  eff  a  Ut  of  papen  fix>m  a 
letter*  if^le  hb  niune  tpM^  it*. and  offered  it.  to  the  sergemt 

"^  Stick  it  en  the  eend  ef  my'idbfe,''  MA  the  waiy  aridier, 
fat  knei^iBg  how  uneb  a'  triiiman^  thki^  into  bia  hands^  might 
eomjwemiie  bin  iiebltiona  with  Ihe  eapAain'  or  the  enemy. 

"  Now,  Lancet  git  ont,  and  take  out  the  horse ;  then  you  carry 
this  paper,  jest  as  it  stands,  to  the  cappin ;  I'll  keep  guard  on 
this  pusson,  in  the  meantime,  when  you're  gene.*' 

A  few  moments  sufficed  for  this  performance,  and  Frampton 
wt  off,  bearing  the  missive  at  the  point  of  the  sword,  and  leaving 
Millhouse,  pistol  in'  habd;  cthtArom^  ttie'  visiter.  The  latter 
Bade  a  movement  as  if  to  g^t  put  ^  but  the  sergeant,  with  a  hor- 
rid voioe  of  war,  cried  out — 

•*Sm*i  y<'^  ^  ^  p#K»  #n)eaa  you  wants  me  to  blo^.  a  wlifder 
throiigh  yomc  bnazwil    Jea'  l^eep  quiet  whar  you  air,  tf  yen 

waatsr^a  eaq^  t«ee  of.itl"  ,  

.,  And  he  AU^wed  epthe^eiaiUei  ibreet  by  ^.wOfid  obtam^len 
of  the  huge  pistol,  jaws  wide  open,  fall  into  tbe.gjaj^ng  jaws  of 
the  doubtful  tM^IU  Tbe'Shariffi^ooiled,)M  well  he  might;  He 
waa  half  afraid  now  to  mote  a  Umb,  although,  just  then,  It  oc- 
curred to  him  that  the'  elkdn  of  oevtain.  legal  documents,  of  oon- 
fllderahle  siaerwere  peering  too  conspictiously  from  a  breast 
peelieti  Und  he  fisened^jf  remarited.  It  would  scarcely  be  poisiUe 
fioe  him  M  efteqpe  thefanfiitation  4f  b^  thtf  mueb-hMad  officer 
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fiw  ibB  h^ifile  vfc^tioB  of  irlK>iii  <li««B  mm -r^Mfl^  itnM.  He 
finally  attempted  the  thing -enoe,  bitl»  a«. he  lifted 'llif  hand  ie  Ids 
bosonit  Milflioafle  miabo^k  it  for  an  aiteitipt  to  get  at  Im  weap- 
ons, and  he  instantly  applied  his  s^wnl.  Again  was  ^e  hoge 
mnzsle  of  the  pkiol  dapped  t»  tlie  Aei^Hhi  liead  wi^  an  aNnrfol 
iaj^imctioB^"^ 

**  £f  you  fiftsa  haad,  or  stinr  a  peg,  itnmger,  yon  swallows  a 
hnllet  that  no  whits  nas  ean  oliaw.  I^e  been  in  the  army,  too 
long,  my  fisbnd,  to  let  dMinlmy  ^  his  band  fairly  into  hiabnX' 
zum.  Jest  yon  try  it  ef  yon  wants  to  s^e  how  I  iftiMgds  in  dA 
a  case.  Jeat  yon  try  ii^jef  yoMaee  bUw^  to  #liet>iip  both  yonr 
eyes."  * 

The  sheriff  resigned  UnteDf  ^8fClNmidrt><rety  ^  the  meees^ty. 
The  seigeant,  tleady,  wae  ost «  sentinel  to-be  trifled  wiA ;  and 
the  prisoner,  beginning  honestly  to  wish  hknself  fiN$ll  dn^of  the 
psesent  pifediciuiient,  was  now  '^tmi  iorelav  iSke  etiffdned  ttmb, 
to  ease  ont  leg  or  arm,  knee  er  e)bew^le«t  he  shoold  fncUr  the 
•adden  penalty  of  blow  or  ballet;  fie  remained  thus  ht  a'  most 
uneasy  stelie  of  rait,  whMl  was  anything  but  repote^  watting, 
with  anxiety,  for  the  ratarri  ef  Ae  mere  wril-  ef  his  two  eaf^ta. 


ff-tr- 
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COUP  OK  THBATBB, 

Waaii  Lanoe  Friunptott  entered  the  liedto  with  Ihe  fttfier  of 
the  i^eriff,  addMBsed  to  Psrgy;  mid  whiA  ^^«tafaied  Only  tlie 
name  of  the  former,  the  captam  of  pairtitians  IHM  {Mp«idg  Mill- 
s' l»r  dinner, w4iSDh  Tbtt;  the  eook.  Was  hiaksdf  Mont  i»  fOaoe 
apon  the  tablo. 

"Where's  Pomp,  Tomf  demanded  the  oaptahi. 

*<Pomp  dey  somewhere;  dey  tak*  eare  eb  faesef>  I  ^speekf' 
Implied  Tom,  with  a  ffgniieant  jerk  of  the  h^. 

"Somewhere!  TaUttg  care  of  hhnfliBlfl  Why,  what  the 
4^  U  he  nftev,  and  why4on^  you  eall  him  In  «o  his'^dotyl 
Ton  shoiil'l  see,"Tslti,  <bftt»  the  aeelBp  doei'  ftoeiMk  too  *#• 
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^imifly.  He bxticMMiraely testofot^, nskf  ptehape^ibe  else witb 
ikU  ifiddlerai  SMootlbr  tfa^  seraip^ond  Bfte  tbut  be  is  at  bis 
post.     Take  care  of  himself,  indeed !     I'll  see  ihmA  bd  takes 

**  He  00  pttnk  yei  bdter  dW  im^  maXmstV*  aina^efred  Tdm* 
"  N^)i3)er  you  mill'  namaa;  be  wffl  oooiie  jis  when  we  wants  *em ; 
only  jm  tow,  he  wca^^m  fatfafee^}^" 

*'^Sulwe^wut]iim#6«r/"        ' 

^  Oati^  «miie  nai^,  mmiflBa !  Ponlp  is  dei  aw.a3np»  fafe  shet  iip. 
ir^ftody  f6r  ib'om  {Ue  hka]  r 

"  rh  ihe  awanrp  |     Wbai  tb^  J",.,  .1  ig  h^  after  in  ^  swiamp  V 

Bkit  'tli«»  mrtber  dialogue  was  arrested  bj  the  appearance  of 
Tnfenpton,  tvry  nraob  to  Tom'a  leMe^i  aino^  &e  could  not  much 
ktiger  hay^  eraded  diedireet!  iS^manlda  of  bis  maater,  while  M3I 
bonae  bad  enjoined  n|lon  hhn  ailenta  To  let  die  reader  into  d 
■aerety  aA  ttvnegroea  bad  tafen  td  the  swamp,  except  Tom»  from- 
Ihd  moment  when  tb&aberiflPa  obaise  bad  been  anrested  at  <3ie 
eatfanoe  dftbe  avenue  f 

"Wen,  Lance  $  in  anmir  sttH  f    Wbmt'a  the  matter?" 

^  We^ve  oapbived  %'  man  here,  captain)  who  calls  bhnielf  OoL 
'"  '  f  and  says  yoH  know  bim.    He  leada  yon  this."' 

Porgy  read  the  sHp. 

••CkL-^--^^^  aad  vdu'te  captnrod  him,  yoo  aayt  'Howt— * 
Whyr 

Framptoir  told  bia  atbry  tari^. 

"  Wby,  yo«  aee,  we're  on  dnty ;  and  we  tbo^ight  lie  was  tho: 
sbenff,  and  ao  we  took  bim  into  cap^ity.  The  sergeant's  stand- 
ing gaard  over  biai,  while  I  brought  yon  the  paper/' 

^'Captasedbiib!    Abd  wbbre  is  be  ?" 

**  In  the  atiniie*  Ton  eaiv  see  bim  tbrongb  the  window,  where 
tbe  aergeaKt'baa  hott  under  gnasd/' 

Foiigy  kafcttd  oati  and  burst  into  an  ikneootroUable  fit  of 
biagbtw. 

<<Ha!  bal  bal  Good,  rfahUI  exeeHentf  The  eaj^r  in 
ciq»tnFityl  H«rf  ha!  ha  I  WeiH  this  is  premising !  The  game 
kegindwefi*  Wteahallbavealai^hoii^oaraide^atbaBtiwbetiwr 
iraloa0ovmtti»tlie  long*  Ton.    Hff4  ba!  baP' 

/Uto.  eaptaift  made  the  liewtenant  repeat  the  details — the  dia^ 
logoe — every  particnlar ;  and  the  merriment  df  the  captain  way 
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nnewdcL  The  whole  tUng .  abraek  liim  anraamgl j.  II  appealtil 
to  his  leading  patmoii  for  praoticdi  jokes.  He  AvbermiBecl  to  fail* 
mor  it  to  the  end. 

"  So,  you  thought  Col. the  sheriff  did  you t    Hal  hi! 

ha  I  adnurable!  What  a  stoiy  to  tcill  But,  I  wiU  go  o«t  to 
him.  I  nrast  only  put  a  few  extra  dishes  cm  the  table.  Here, 
Tom  ! — And  now,  Lance,  step  out  to  th^  tetgeant;.  tell  him  to 
watch  his  prisoner  closely.  I  will  come  out  and  see  if  he  is 
really  the  colond,  whom  I  hab^  very  well !  We  mast  not  be 
imposed  upon,  Lance!  By  no  means!  Ha!  ha!  ha  I  Tk€ 
captor  m  captiTity !    Very  good,  by  Mercury;  very  good !" 

Lance  Frampton  disappeared ;  perfectly  satisfied  that  flie  eap- 
tain  approved  of  all  his  proceedings ;  a  matter  of  which  he  had 
not  been  quite  sore  previously.  When  he  was  gone,  Porgy,  with 
Tom's  assistance,  proceMed  to  put  himself  in  caparison  of  war. 
His  unifotm  was  hastily  hnetled  on,  his  belt  girded  sibout  b» 
waist,  sword  slung  at  his  side,  pbtols  stnok  in  his  belt,  and  in  hia 
nand  he  carried  a  long  rifle.  This  done,  he  proceeded  to  arrange 
eertain  mysteriensly*coveifed  dishes  upon  the  table.  Toni  was 
also  made  to  equip  himself  in  armor— that-ls,  with  a  light  t6ma^ 
hawk  over  his  shoulder,  a  huge  cauieau  de  ehaise  in  one  side  ^ 
his  belt,  and  a  great  horseman's  pistol  in  the  other.  Porgy  giive 
him  som^  final^&rections,  add  dsen  sallied  forth  to  ezarnme  ^e 
prisoner. 

Before  he  Appeared,  the  sheriff  had  begun  to*  meditate  ihe 
propriety  of  dMaring  hm  indignation,  in  veiy  strong  language, 
at  the  treatment  he  received ;  but,  at  the  approach  ef  Fsigy, 
looking  BwotiSi  bayonets,  and  blunderbusses,  his  pnrpose  change 
ed. — Was  the  captain  crazy  f  Oould  he  really  mean  to  defv 
the  laws!  The  colonel  began  to  have  his  doubts.  He  had  heard 
of  the  mad  freaks  of  which  Porgy  had  been  iiecasisnaily^piilty; 
he  had  heaidthat  he  was  very  (ree  in  hia  potatiani;  he  saw 
nothing  but  savage  defiance  in  the  features  of  Millhouse,  and 
nothing  but  sober  sc^er  resolution,  and  dogjgefl  adherence  to 
an^ority,  in  the  aspect  of  FttMjftOTL  The  gown  began  to 
trembfe'in  the  presenceof  the  sword.  *^  I  nrast  teliipoHae !"  am 
the  unspoken  dednon  bf  the  sfaeril^  ^^I  mnsltsae^how  the  luki 
lies  first  I  Who  knows  wbat  de^wrate'«otlona  these  mad  MbWa 
may  nnt  commit.^' 
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Poiggr  eaiM  on  §km\jf  m  becMie  his  rise  aiil  slnAet  ▲•  ki* 
approached,  the  sherifF  made  a  moTement  as  if  to  rise. 

<'Not  a  mp,  stvttigarl"^  oiied  Ae  Tigilaiit  I£llli6«e,  hold- 
iig  up  the  yaummg  pktols.  *  Wait,  tell  tke  ccppia  giveft  the 
worf." 

TIm  oaptew  seemed  slo^  to  gire  the  wovdL  He  diw  aif^ 
wkh  the  air  dl  mmam  who  felt  thatihe  tt)ight»  at  amj  meoMiiU  be- 
reqvhned.topnU  tngger.  HisnflewaAheldittreadiMss^hbtB^cr 
neat  the  tagger.  He  walked  op  to  IfiUheme*  aad  loeked  sospi- 
donslj  at  the  vehicle. 

•*  Who  have  je«  got  here»  sergeant  I'* 

The  aergeant  sainted*  in  mtlttarj  sfyle>  idmtUmg^  the  (ustel' 
instead  of  the  swerdf  as  he  aaewered*^ 

•'A  fellew  whooaUa  hhwelf  OoL --**r— ^  but  I  dpa*t  know; 
He  moat4>e»  and  moiit-be.net,  the  ooknel  B«t  he  sajs  he^ 
knowa  yotv  imd  yon  knows  him.'' 

POigjr  adyaneed  a  pace,  and  peered  mmfinaoMlj  into  the: 
TeUd^  0CiU*keepitig  a  verjr  delibesate  alej^  and  a  severe  snspU 
eiMi#aspeet«    T3ie  sheriff  eiM  e«*^ 

<«  What,  Oapt  Porg7*  donH  y6n  knew  me  tV 

''Bleoa  tne^ so  it  bl    It  k  Cd.  ■''»■■,    Hy  dewr  colonel^  I 
am  trolj  rejoiced  to  see  jon,  and  greatly  regret  that  my  fellbtre-. 
shonld  hare  satifeeted you  to  'dnrance  ytUb*  fS»r  asiag^  moment. 
It  was  aU  a  mistakje,    Oet  ont,  if  yon  please.    They  took  yea* 

for  some  d d  haipy  of  Ae  laiw— 4he  shertf  or  eooie  mie  of 

hie  vQe  myrmidoM.    G^  eat,  my  dear  fellow,  andlet  ns hnrry 
is  to  dmneri    Ton  are  jnst  in  pndding^lane." 

**  He  evidently  does  not  know  that  I  have  been  made  Amtt!* 
wai  the  silent  wfaiqp^Qf  the  odlonel  to  bimseli  as,  aeoepling  the 
iniitotiea,J>e  descended  firom  the  vefaioie,  whmh  Poi^  immef. 
diately  told  Frampton  to  drive  up  to  the  honse. 

**  We  have  bat-  one  single  negro  on  the  plabe»'"said>Potgy ; 
'*at  nght  of  yon,  snpposiag  yon  the  oheilff,  every  two4egged 
aainial*  of  dank  complexion,  took  to  the  swamp.  Yon  gave  then  * 
a  seaie/ 1  ^kssnre-yon.    Bot.oome,  I  an  xeidly  gladto^ee  yen  a%i 
Olen-Eberley,  and  jnst  at  this  moment." 

And  he  shook  hdncbwHfa  dhe  shedff^  with  t^  eordiid  JHOhy 
shake,  wUA  dn-ealened  to  diskwato  a  member  in  erder-to  i9om* 
pd  wnembrnee*   .The*fiheriff>  felta  little  relieved*  even  while' 
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til*  «lag«  ir«8  m>  tcm^,    TlMf  walked  toir«rd  tiw  faotve  arm 
in  arm 

^  Let «» tarry  )roiir  fifle>  cBptmi»'''  saM  the  sheriff. 

'^Mj  rifle  1  No,  indeed,  colonel,  no  I  I  never  part  m&i  it  I 
know  not  at  what  moment  I  may  have  to  use  it  There  is  « 
tfawik  ef  a  Scotchman  in  m j  netghhovhood,  wiio  vh^t  «roi«  mj 
path  sene  day»  and,  aa  I  tell  jon,  I  am  in  SMttMBntaiy  expeotia* 
tkn  e#  tlie  viiils  «f  tlie  ih«riff,'  or  some  of  hia  sateUile  hispies." 

^  Bnt  yMi  cevtainly  woidi  sot  dra^  trigger  apoa  $m^  oiBeer  of 
the  law  r 

"  Wonld  I  not !"  exclaimed  the  captain,  suddenly  etop^ing  in 
hie  mitreh,  intfadiawiiig  hts  own  arm  fW>m  that  of  the  others  and 
confronting  him  with  a  stem  expression.  ^  Wovld  I  notl-'^Wtti 
I  erasAnt,  aftev  figiiting-^^  battles  of  my  cemrtry  Isr  sefien  y^aifs, 
te  be  driven  ftrten  my  eMates by  a  d-  ■  "d  eiviUan^^ar  'Mlo«< 
probably,  who  never  smelt  gunpowder  in  hits  ^»  'No^t  iodeedl 
I  UrOl  die  ii  faameie  snd  i«  ff^emon  f  They  may  eonqiW^ibe 
^l  snppoM'tbey  ir%  In  time;  bat  I  will  hold  eft  whBel  ean^ 
do  battle  to  the  last,  and  -when  tiwiy  de  M^e  possewlsii,  tb^ 
shall  walk  into  it  only  ever  ny  dead  body." 

'<  And  he*e*a  the-mair^  baiok  yen,  eappki,  by  the  Leid  ilicr- 
ryl" 

Sadi  w«B  th&  speedi,  deHvesed'  with  st^ntNmkmga,  tern  the 
re«p;  the  sergeant  at  the  samemomeirt  amasingi'fasmeelf  with< 
thvostiag  Wck  Ub  sabre  bto  idu  steel  sheati^  iHth-soeh  an  em* 
pinuis,  as  le  maiieit  ring  again.  The  ikt^fl  was  startled  fVoaa 
his  propriety,  for  a  awn  out,  by  the  saddeis  iUoBtration  wUck 
f6lfewed  dw  oaptiihi'»  fierce  detenasaatkm.  - 

'''They  ana^allmaNl  tegether,"  he  again-wlqqieved'tOihiBSseli^ 
and  it  might  be  dMerved  tint  Ms  depoMmettt'lieeiaoB  rmmm^dnot 
dilatory  than  ever^ 

^Ootiie,  eel6iiri4  Iftus  in,  iiewi  aad  see  what  dinnvT'lre  4iuill 
find  awieiting  oft*^  A  stenp^  of  Jamaica  wffl  veAesk  yon  aftttrycaar 
ride,  and  me  sifter  my  scare.  The  very  idea  of  a  sheriff  iMna. 
metkin^;'  andto  berdieTed  of  tfnsideo,  I  most  drink.  Gonwl 
In!" 

ibid  tiie  caplsin  eeiaed  kk  gnest  goed^nstnreAy  by  the  afm, 
aiid<tfaettwo  ascended  to  the  piaMi,  die  Be^geaat  dnmderingwida 
haaty  «aeiid  behind,  hia  sabre  sheatik  imMh%  against  tke^stepa 
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fli«i»v!ei|r{ stride,^  ticbiiMiiniBii^  tk»  ftmtWy inefmrnlAjr ^  ikJ^  nul- 
itary  nature  of  the  escort.  When  in  the  hovae,  he  threw*  4»A 
htt  %m^  Mkd  j^gy  cHMaodai  Ins  mMktaty  mf  i  the  eqaivrel-i^n 
mpmna^fd  Mm^mm  wMidetfed  dse,  «iid  ^  dnree  jeined  m  i 
devont  draught  .ef  Jampea.  But  uMaat  of  the  tipo  latter  laid 
ande  hig  weapetii^  Tbtmrordu  Mill  sitvigiiig  at  tiMsir  eldes,  and 
the  pistols  at  tfaek  Mta^ 

Meanwhile,  dinner  was  announced,  and  the  captab  of  partisans 
motioned  the  sheriff  to  a  seat  at  one  end  of  the  table,  be  prepa- 
ring to  take  the  place  opposite.  The  ^efgeantsaiikiffto  a  seat 
on  one  side.  Ob^m  wmtoif  ^km  mfUm  vashealhel  hk  sabre, 
which  he  laid  across  the  table,  the  hilt  convenSeotl^hto'^jElsp. 
Tht^^mfBgmMt  fo^vmd  *be  dHMnpfci  aiUy^fahtflitiitteg  hiir  liip  for 
tike  tnkW.  .;LaDQe^¥%tasiiploii«amein  at  thia  aiooieiit,  Mfk  »  flkm 
opposite  the  sergeant,  and,  seeing  what  the  knUar  had  deKie't9i4tfc 
his  tvaapon,  jMtde.a  ^snlai  diapetilian  of  kk  own. 

Tbe.iheidff  iliw.«lieee'^iwaa«ediiig%  which  seened  haMttud, 
laithfincreMitag  suipi&flisi'  '^  Oertably,^  he  again  whispered  hin- 
self,  "  these  people  are  all  mad !"  The  refleodod  inoreased  his 
obaePTaBeeSr  and  a^ade  him  staidkmB^tottiaiHllaiB  the  ntHMist  pro- 
piiatj  of  daneaBor.  Be  hiolied  about  Inn,  «n4  ctti^eusly  «a^ 
veyed  all  that  oame  within  li»e  nnifii-of  his^dsion^  We  haM 
Boi  ttilheiilo  thongbt  at  ateessavy  to  nteation  that,  iHth  the 
howewed  laiaiy  of  Mis.'£veleighi  tlf»«l|^taln  had  sueeeeded  in 
furaisliing  his  house  with  some  regard  e^cudly  te^  eom^Mt  and 
diBplit7«  iEhe  want  of  moaay  iiv  th«  dity  when  he  eateired  the 
loaiclMl^  and  the  aiamib€nr<of  ftuniHeiy  who  were  sel^g  otit,'liad 
enabled  hkii  to  pn>€ni«<a  complete  iMVtfit  $X  stnaH  cost,  fie  no 
longer  diiiad  «poft  the  floor,  eat^ted  with  blanket.  He  had 
now  aaple'  siqppliea  «f  i^haiia  ind  tAbles}  Aere  were  mirrors 
against  hirwaMs,  and  ^ne^foen  upon  ^is  table.  'Ttiefre  was^  no 
^afUmy  of  fdate^  it  is  true,  beyot^  the  neeessmy  aUowilnce  of 
spooasi  but  kk  china  was  qui^  imposing,  and  woold  be  consider- 
ed  80  now.  Hie  decanters  and  taAiblers  were  of  ctit^^glass,  and 
the  covers  to  his  dishes  were  of  very  handsome  plating. 

When  the  dishes  w«re  uncovered,  it  was  widi  increasing  sur- 
l^nse  that  the  skeaiff  beheld  one,  within  reach  of  Porgy,  contain* 
f^H^  p^  of  UgUy^Kibad'pbtoLi.  He  attempted  something 
of  a  jest  when  he  saw  them. 
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*^Bdalljr»  eftptem,  you  c«fr  nob  iinlgditmi  disb'fiir  the^Bge»» 
tion  of  i&j  viflker/' 

'*  The  digestioa  wast  depend  np#ii  hamaelf,"  witt  the  omI  n» 
ply;  "but  there  arrpaxla6Afirho«dgbi«0B6tiMeiiiilnidei^ 
me«  for  wliofld  special  feeding  they  aieprerided.'^ 

'*  What !  the  aberil^  eki'*  mth  a  Mat  ohaoUew 

<'  Exactly !     Shall  I  help  yoa  to  soup,  ^eofcnel  f " 

"Kyoujattaae/.'         .. 

"BouUltf.r 

"  Thank  y«ir-,ftUttk^" 

"  XoiftWiU  findit  aoMjnaMgeid>le  tiMB  bidlet" 
.  "Yea,indeedr 

''Try  a  lUtte  of  that  Madeira  with  yenreen^  UmspMYmik 
woaderfiiUy  to  my  taate^  Tom  !"-*-^ta8ling*^''yai^veiKitp«t 
qnijbe  coiOingh  isak  an  your  lonp  I". 

"  Who  say  80  2  Eiity  I  kaaw i^  Taa'e  ^em  'geai>  maqaMl  I 
"Spc^  you  fti'.  saU 'noiigh  in 'eea  neici  tone,  fiehl  Efldn't 
kwiw,  hy  dia  .time«  ho«  for  salt. de  eoupy I f  rew  f waj^ heap  of 
UQT  lUe  fur  Aot'ing." 

**  Heaff  the  rasoaL  HeJmowa^hat  he  deean't  bdong*  to  me^ 
or  he  wioold,  never  be  aa  impudent.  Blow  aie  negveea-  sellibg 
neffr»  colonel  1 ,  I;gQt.a  hnndrad  gnineai.  for  that  fellew*'' 

<<  Xeu/were  well  paidi  captain.  At  hia  time  of  lile^  uleas  a 
felloir  had  some  raire  qnaUtieSf  be  could,  acarcaiy  eamonandwore 
tha^  l^df .  that  mouey." 

*'  T^m.k^s  vaire  qualitiea.  He  caw  oook  a  good  dinner;  can 
make  and  acKaon^op  to  peiieotion,  and  would  haxre  dene  ao  to« 
day -^  would  coKtainly  never  have  throws  in  teoJitlle  talt«^but 
that  ha  heard  aome  talk «f  theahenft  and  in  hia  agitatioii^  and 
the  hurry  with  which  he  armed  himaelf  with  hie  faminle  wea>» 
ppns — see.ttie  kaifo  and  the  batchet^n-he  haa  beefti caiekea 
with  ^  sal^ — haa  pi^baMy  apilt  half  of  thai  i«4ke  fire  wUeh. 
he  intended  fqr  the  aoup*    How  deea  it  iaate  ito  yea,  eolon^  I" 

''Eight,  air;  very  good  aoup,  and  weU. aeaaoied.  I  should 
say  that  your, cook  haa  salted, it  aufficiently^" 

'<  T'ank  yop,  sab/'  quoth  Tom.  «'  I  mes'^  hm  'foar'd  1 4Brpill 
aome  ob  de  salt,  when  I  yer  'bout  dem  warmint^de  ahasiff;  b«t 
•H J^^  tM'e  'ami  i9k*u  'iMugk.  £^lt  aaaafA'i  he  lina  shaap  imaoMf 
for  he  good  seea'ning/' 
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Frwa  ItMjMwy  tfctey  p<Med  to  the  i#Md<.  nerewasanmnd 
of  beef.  There  was  a  pair  of  wild  ducks.  The  Aeriff  began  to 
ffCCAyrerUa  eMifiAettee  wHh'Us  ap}>efite,  and  to  praise  Tom's 
eeoking .  Pmgy  iratehed  (tad  HMftned  to  Mm  with  a  grim  pleas* 
ore.  Oeensicnidfyi  tbt  sergeant  nak  in,  with  some  of  bis  philos* 
o^ues,  whenetrer  anytidng  pmenlaiiy  proTocative  had  been 
said,  bat  it  may  be  stated  that  he  was  particnlarly  tadtnm  that 
day.  The  &ct  is,  the  condnot'  of  the  ^eaptain  was  somewhat  my s- 
tariovs.  The  gnesl  was  inoHsiisif  6--> was  tteariy  not  the  sheriff 
-^yet  he  mw  that  Pdk)^  was*  plajrhtg  out  a  game  npon  him^-^ 
whether  for  the  pmyosi  c^  alarniing  the  stranger's  fSsars,  or 
amnsisg  himself^  betx>«U  not  detendne;  bnt  the  doubt  kept 
him  fcreely  faBpieiiinst  VmI  watchfiil  of  arety  look  aad  mere^ 
Mint  of  the  guesk 

Th^'slietiff  noted  the  man's  air  aiid  manner,  and  was  impressed 
jwiuuidiigly*  The  ee«daet  ai  Lanoe  Frampton,  who  was  smgo- 
hoAf  quiet,  was  yet  of  a  sotft  to  fix  hia  attentiotL  In  this  yonug 
man  be  beheld  a  fixed  oenfidenfce  in  his  itperior,  and  a  readi- 
ness to  obey  oiders/  whieh  showed  that,  at  a'wink,  he  wotdd  be 
pnpared  to  ael,  and  witfient  any  tegaird  to  fesponsibilitieB>  After 
awhile  the  wine  began  la  ekciflaftef  ttodgh  the  sergeant  stfll  ton* 
fined  himself  to  the  Jaaiaiea.  Bven  when,  at  the  summons  of 
the  captain,  he  en^tied  his  glass'  of  Madehra,  he  was  sure  to 
swallotr  »  geod'inoutMil  6f  the  Inm  afiier  it,  as  if  to  prei^ent  mdy 
etil  eonse^nehses  fixMn  the  mbre  atistoeratio  liquor.  The  dishes 
were  cleared  away,  and  Tom  gave  the  party  a  riceipudding, 
whMiwaS' voted  gaed  on  taM  hands.  Its  ramefnd  was  loOowed 
by  the  intsedaelien-  af  raisins,  gronnd^nnts  {peanmt$  or  jmtdmi). 
and  blaek  waiuato.  Over  the  wine  and  walnuts,  the  chat  grew 
maiv  and  more  livriy.  It  passed  Arom  topie  to  topic ;  the  town 
and  eountrf^  tbeeamp  and  ooait;  civil  life  and  that  of  the 
soldiery  but  these  was  one  lurldBg  tifonble  in  the  nund  of  this 
sheriff  which  invariaUy  brought  hha  baek^  the  |>e<Niliar  coudi- 
tkm'in  which  he  Ibnnd  the  household. 

^Bsdlj/^  siAt  he,  <" daptkin,  f  find  it  impessible  tarealize  thb 
assurance  that  you  make  me,  that  you  are  all  armed  mid  equipped 
hem  to  lesisl  lh»t>pehrttene'of  the  law.'' 

"^IndaacM^  said  Porgy^lookhig  gwre«  '^Yon  find  it  difficidt 
tarsmdaiMaad^Md'whyf    Isit  seatraageihlit  I  sbmdd  benn- 
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willing  to^nnenAer  all  itoy  p<»8Q8«MM>  nt  4k»  Mm^  da^MMfU'tnd 
witfioiit  a  Btmggle.'' 

^  But  jou  cotdd  wmredy  expe(St  toiitutke  MAA^neatd  tkeiftpff 
of  the  laiid.  Tke  sheriff  19  «vmed  vUi  a  g»v»iieig<t  p<MiF6r  finr 
die  time.    How  would  ycm  hope  te  hoU  ««t  agioiiflt  Un  T' 

**  You  mean  to  my  ilMt  lie  wornH  tv^ihrhelnt  nut  ivttk  tktpm^ 
tt  cmmtahu  ?" 

*'  Ay,  and  if  need,  «aU  tnA  iht  miHtafy !"  1 

*'  To  he  iooe  he  ttaj,  and  eeeteM^  there  ia  a  power  towkkb 
my  own  most  mccnmb.  Whit,  then  t  *if  J^am  lo-yieM  tip-  all 
the  goods  of  life,  why  not  life  taho  1  WhMf la  Kfe  t#  me  ?  Ibn 
know  my  taates  add  kahils;  Tonhnblr  how  I  liafvia  •  lived  and 
how  I  <tiU  Uve.  Some  mbn  ^nritt  tell  yottihai  I  aan  aiginttoai, 
othcra,  that  I  imbue  my  appetites  equally  with  mjr  taftle  and 
philosoplnea ;  all  agree  that  I  .aniv  ^aaentadly»  a^^oi^  dMl  of  an 
aninial-**^hat  I  was  pnoggajbe  it  y oath  thai  I  Ittlght  ^^/^  liSm. 
and  tliat  in  the  good  ifaiaga  of^ia  life,  I  fhid  lifeteeUL  J  wtel 
deny  tlio  charges  Be  Utso*  -tAmil'ia  saraverthd  goodHtiungi^ 
and  yet  chciiih  tiie  Mfe  ?  Whev^oifel  Wh«t  doea  fihyladk 
say •^ whom,  by^e^way,  I  ii^otta  the  a^^ty  abrewd  muk-wm^ 
sible  fellow,  and  a  greatly  U-inaed  taiacal-^ 

Wh<m  yo«  du  lake  tbe  meaiw  wliera^  I  Kyel' 

Andi  when  I  have  pei^led  my  life  a  thMaand  tidieafQir  the  ban- 
leAt  of  otfiier  people^s  goodsv  ahall  I  not  rentoreit  fer-thetpfOlao* 
tion  of  ray  own  ?" 

V  Bat,  my  fear  eaptaki,  thtaei8  4fliateiM.difeiMoae4»6lv^MQ 
dowg  a  thnig  with  iheaan^tkni  ^{  thelawji  and  la  •defiance  of  tL^' 

^None  tx>  mei  DoiFt  }*fm  aen^  imy  d^ar  eoktial,  that  I  am 
prepared  to  aadriiiee  my  life  with  my  propeiftg^^r  Aod  thafc-law^aan 
in  no  W17,  eE3cact  a  higher  feriiMt  ?  But  d^*-4i  the  lawi  We've 
had  eiMM^h  of  it  fer  thapreaeiil  HHU  np  yow  giaaa.  Yim  will 
find  thai  Madeira  piinie.    It  Is  ^m  an  anaieat  aeHar  I" 

*'  Thank  yon !  [Fills.]  WeU,  nly  dear  captain*  anfier  me  to 
hope  for  yon  an  eacape  ftma  tlie  dutches  af  &a  l4w  by  legiti* 
mate  meana  !*' 

'*  I'm  obliged  to  you,  my  dear  eolenel;  bat  we  aimy  men  dfltt't 
oare  much  aha«t  the  niMuu^  ao-thaiiwe  elfact  the  eaeafi^.  il-am 
for  atratngem  *r4|(h(^^aapttr  atony  jntt«Mllarfceitrpoiiajrfaa«i- 
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db^  life^aftag^JJH  conrtMil'  -wtaiaM.  Bogves  are  only  oh 
eiiM  hi  kqabfbiBBr  or  ermiiieu  thef  do  not  ttae  to  ent  my 
'Ikffoafr  aO'loQg  SBJ  Lamapvree  ta^cit^  tho]^  wittiniol  oArtf  w 
^drivo  ao  to  deipwatioD^  M  ko^  a»it:  ifptofit^Ue  to  thebi  dial 
I  sbonlil  ImL  P'knonf  ihamk  I  defy  thorn !  I  con  d!o  witki- 
oaA  «  grant tainmnov.  I  ksfa-neitber  wife,  nor olnid, normoth* 
eft  »w  sktoiv  to  ckflovD  my  fatov  or  to  profit  by  my  departure* 
I  am,  wikfa  tba  «Moeptk>B  of  tiieao!  two  ^akfaM  eomradea  of  muio, 
ofet^y^  ilfKot  kt  At  w«ta«  They  shall  IWe  witll  oio  wfafle  I 
Hum.  They^wvoidcBii'forme  to^motrnw.  WeM  a  man  but  to 
lift  »fiii§otT  ttgauMir  mei^  aasail  tiqr itfe^  or  my  sManett  fnrtanmt 
they  wonld  be  into  hhii  ^wilh  bnllflit  and  bayonet,  and  need  not 
ft  Rgnal  feem^ne/' 

«<Sh«^»aiigiit]0ttft  truths  bf  the  Heldeer'  eaceUhned  theBOP- 
H^eant,  wiKh  hiB'.eii0-fi0t  tfannd^pcing  dowB  upon  the  table.  Tb^ 
Ke»ten>wt^e  4y»ehrightaied  keenly,  and  he  looked  to  the  eaptain, 
bitb  he  aaid  naihhig. 

"^  I  hftver  BO  donbt  liiay  are  tme  and  futUhl  frietids,  captain,'' 
oald  Aenheiiff?  **  bet  aoppoeeoiotr,  oi^  8nppoee»  I  sayv  the-  eher*' 
iff  was  suddenly  to  appear  aineog  yOu,  just  aa  I  am  here  nenTf 
aad  weie  to~'^ 

H»waa  MQ|qp»dl    filopfed  iKa«  in0laat»aa  by  a  thunderbdi, 
hgr*  the  pUMopt  xef ly  and  notion  of  Peify. 
>  ^Sapspoaetthe-  Aeritt  in  you  \    Hal  tuppoae  the  real  fofyoor- 

,  Alid  adth  tbe^WfiU  bni  detennined  leek  and  aoiiMi  of  a  detpe>« 
Mte  martin  he  adaod^  bothi  pktola  \ym§  m  the  ikk  bafoie  him« 
stood  up,  reached  as.AtjOiiFevihe  taUeaaheeonli,  and  covieied 
the  figure  of  the  amiable  but  indiscreet  sheriff  with  both  muzzles 
cocking  the  weapons  as  he  did  so.  The  sheriff  involuntarily 
dodged  and  threw  up  his  hands.  At  the  same  instant,  aud  as 
soon  as  the  purpose  of  the  superior  had  been  understood  by  Mill- 
house  and  the  lieutenant,  they  were  both  upon  their  feet — the 
sergeant  swinging  his  sabre  over  the  head  of  the  supposed 
offender;  while  Frampton,  more  silent,  but  quite  as  decided, 
while  he  swung  his  sword  aloft  with  one  hand,  grasped  with  the 
other  the  well-powdered  shock  of  the  sheriff,  in  an  attitude  very 
like  that  which  we  see  employed  by  the  ferocious  Blue  Beard 
in  the  opera,  when  the  poor  wife  is  tremblingly  crying  out  for 
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hcff  brotlisr*  Hem  wtm  m  impmneditftted  eoitp  de  thkainMl 
Two  twords  erossed  ia  air  Above  the  victiinr<*<4wo  piitols,  ^miAt* 
each  broad  nuiazle  ahnofll  janmed  againat  his  own;  tY%ty-mj^, ' 
savagely  fixed  upon  hhn,  and  all  parties  seenuQgp  to  await  only' 
the  farther  word  of  provoeatioin  from  hia  lips*  Nothmg  had  been 
more  instantaneona.  The  snboidinatosiwere  macUnes^  to  whoaa 
Porgy  fiimished  all  the  impidse.  Their  mt&m  Mlowed  hia  will, 
as  800Q  a«  it  was  expressed.  There  was  no  quastiaiiiBg  it,  and 
the  amiable  sheriff  was.  so.  much  pandyaed  by  the  ditplay»  thai, 
it  was  only  with  mncb  e£feft  that  he  oonkL  cry  o>«t-p*^  Ait,  my 
dear  captain,  don't  aapposa  methe  eneaiy*-«»^  aaBailaat*^4hi» 
d— —d  sheniff  or  any  of  hia  mymidam.!' 

^ By  no  means,  colonel;  bat  yon  supposed  a casehi  oifder in. 
see  whether,  and  how,  wewtee  prepare  ferit;  aii4>it  waa  easeo 
tud  that  yon  sbonld  have  a  proper  demottstaaiioB^:  Ton  luwe 
seen;  be  easy;  fill  np  yoor  glaaa*  my  dear  sir,  and  Ibtgiveny 
merry  men  here  for  the  earnestness  with  whi^  ihey  paafetmad 
their  parts.  They  bmi  no  reason,  indeed,  (lo  suppose  tfaatHwas 
not  senoos.  Too  see*  -what  ohanee  a  b9nm*ftd€  dieiiiff  would 
stand,  if  he  aimed  «t  any  showing  hem!" 

Porgy  had  resumed  his  seat,  and  restored  the  pislola  4e  the 
dish  as  coolly  as  th^actor^  who  takes  bipibmndya^wateriatpial 
parts,  after  strangling  his  wife,  stabbnig  the  ^to^and  dying* 
fmonsly  m  the  peraon^  of  Otfaello.  It  waa  net  so  easy  fat  Mill* 
house  to  throw  off  his  tragic  aspect  He  resumed  his  seat  abwly, 
never  onoe  taking  his  ^esirom  the  oolonells  face^as  h»  did«o ; 
and  dnrii^  the  wbole  pvogtess  of  the  feast,  he  eonrtaoed  e» 
regard  him  with. only ihal^reeoncifed  i 
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Ita  axcallentslieriffiiio  longer  leliaAy  o«n  to  tmpni^  ixi^  ex- 
periments upon  the  legal  antipathies  ot  tba  eufptain  of  partitana 
and  hiiobewtant  follower.  Heateetedwideof  aUaUnaonsfipfm 
thenoefortk  to  the  officer  c^  the  law,  and  his  powUe  qn^earanoe 
in  the  precmota.  He  fak  veallf  in^^setaed  with  tbedanger  of 
ai^  one  who  §kovititw^malieeffnpm$efd0  aOiln  the  evidently 
dieeaaed  condkioB  of  laind  and  mepd  preyailbig  a^  OleorEberley. 
That  he  abodM  thoB  foxbear,  how(^ert  waa  by  no  ]ne«W  agreeable 
to  his  aetf^estaem  or  his  sense  of  datj.  He  was  unoomfortable. 
wlMn  he  tlMnghft  of  his  official  station,  and  the  sealed  dpcmnents 
in  his  pockets.  He.  had  come  there  to  make  a  leyy  on  land  and, 
negioea,  withent  dieaming  that  he  shonM  eneom^ter  anj  oppoai- 
tiao.  Besiitanoe^  with  iorce  of  axviSt  was  entirely  b#yond  bis 
iowginings;  and  to  depart*  having  done  nothing  was  at  ov^ce  % 
hukeue  ot  daty  and  n  personal  xnortificatioii.  More  than  ont;^  he 
felt  like  placking  np  bis  drowning  coorage,  and  perilling  bis  life 
i^on  his  manhood-^  boUly  ebaUengbig  the  danger,  and  facing 
it  wi<^ibldedarmai>f  defianoe;  bnt«  on  all  such  ocoasions,  as  if 
Forgy  and  his  foUawera  knewn  by  instinct,  his  emptions,  there 
woidi  occur  some  ex]^sion,  or  aome  symptom  of  explosion* 
which  wonld  mnhid  him  viridly  of  tb4  smouldering  vokano  upon 
#bich  he  sat  For  examj^e,  he  once  made  an  allfision,  de- 
liberately designed,  to  M'Kewn ;  and  Millhowie  flared  up,  and 
Inmbled  his  sabre,  and  gnashed  liis  teeth,  even  as  the  Frencb- 
nsan  when  he  cries,  '^Sacre!"  through  bis  mn$tiuibe,  or  the 
Spaniaitl  when  he  gtowk  **  Demouios  I"  and  flourishes  bi^  dagger, 
Ftampton  showed  sinnlar  signs  of  impatienoe*^  whiles  Poigy  ex 
ehumed  «lotid,  striking  his  fist  down  upon  the  taUe  :^— 

"  Don't  mention  that  scoundrel's  name  in  my  liearing,  colonel  i 
I  feel  woMlBh  when  I^hear  of  hkn.    Let  him  hot  cross  my  p^lk; 
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let  any  of  his  myrmidons  bnt  put  themselves  in  my  way,  and  if 
I  do  not  crop  their  ears,  close  to  the  head,  then  there*8  no  edge 
to  any  weapon  in  my  honsehold.*' 

"But  is  he  not  a  neighbor,  captami*' 

*•  Neighbor!  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  you  may  call  him  a  neigfa- 
bor,  even  as  the  devil  is''  a-  nflnlglib6r,  lAid  ia  said  to  take  free 
lodgings  in  every  man's  dwelling ;  but  such  neighborhood  does 
not  prevent  us  from  fim^tif'  th<$  WMCtll  out  of  the  windows, 
whenever  our  good  saints  give  us  the  necessary  succor.  Don't 
sp^ak  o#imdi n  s^oMtdrel  t#i*y  ewfl^oir  I  Hia^de  ytra  tbe  wi^- 
^MfUy  mippose  yoitt  at«  hh*  M%md.^ 

The  sheriff  took' tlte  waning,  aad  MfKewn  wxdiwpped,  and 
1^  sttbjeeN  were  dropped  wfaiok #ere Iflcely  to  stvnp Hm i^'and 
black  hhod  iti  the  besoms  af  ihetbost  And  kb  coaipanions.  The 
skeriff  redgnM'  khnself  to  \pB  fate,  and  U  tin  poli^^f  doia^ 
nothing  with  a^mnoh  grme  aa  poesble.  HewaaaoioolyfiNgirf^ 
etiedfirem^|Mrpid8eforwlilekke<^aBie^battlM  fceUajg  of  good 
fbik}wsbi|^  momently  gfrew  stronger  wkh  the  ciredbi*ioii  of  the- 
wine,  lifid  the  exoeUent  spii4ts  of  tbe  oaptnl.  Ilw  kttea^  m  «Ur 
respects,  eteept  the  one^  WM  oa  bis  best  belHitior«  and  in  nost 
amiable  temper.  Ho  norw  show^  hivnelf  laoro  really  .biiisoff<^ 
<m8  and  doligfadiil  ao  a  eoafanion  in  ail  kia  life.  Tke^  sheriff 
Was  eSiarmed  ai^  listened.  Bo  mn  80ol]iod  and'satisiittL  Hk 
philosophy  eame  ihto  Che  svppoit  of  hk  nocosaity!.  He  seasoned 
tfras,  accordingly  :— 

''ThereisnoneedttfpoilxtbeiiMitterl  Porgy'o  estate  is  good» 
at  any  moment,  tbv  this:  debt  Everf  day  inenasos  ftk6<«aliift  of 
both  landt  and  -negroesi  Were  I  to  soiae  and  soil  Doiw»  dra  prop* 
efty  would  be  saeitf eod.  It  would  p«7  the  debt»  bnt  leavo 
noting  ^fttt  lei  the  good  fellow,  who  kas  been  serving  hio 
country  in  a  long  and  hooorabio  wiavlve.  D^t-n  the  feUow !  I 
lik^ hlx6,  mA ke  fknM have indulgenoeaa long, as  I  oan> gtMBk k f " 

As  soon  as  he  hud  reaehed  this  conclusion,  and  reoaiv«d  thai 
his  vi^  shonld  n49  longer  have  A  professional  object^  the  play  was 
eksf.  He  yielded  himself  up  to  the  society  m  wfaieh  kefennd 
himself.  He  feH^  the  cbann  of  kn  kost's  hm  and  pbikisopky  t 
and  he,  too^  bad  good  tkkigs  in  kis  kneping*  When  ko  had  oneo 
resolved  to  sink  the  sheriff;  he  gave  himself  fite^  scope,  lat'him- 
self  out,  and  became,  what  he  was  knowa  to  fciodn  Iho  mmf,  a 


PMtty  gMfl  tMm,  of  BO  pKragie  imBBiticnlfl,  fmi  (tl  a  jovial 
enrele,  and  eapaMs  of  ibaking  ymaolf  Ih6  liA  6f  it  Tk«  imj 
passed  and  the  party  of  fonr  bad  not  left  the  table.  Thej  had 
raised  Ibeff  clotids  around  it;  all  beidf  aMokbra  except  the 
Hettt^aani.  CoffM  -mu^  acturtd  by  Tom^  k  'the  inid«l  of  the 
cload.  Wlien  the  coffee  disappeaeed,  -the  Jknuniea  and  the 
Madeira  were' r^alaved.  Olfdi  foUowied^  itad  "at  'tttrekre  o'tlock 
al  nigflit,  the  sberMT  ^rose  «  Iteer  of  8«w  Ahitty  ahllUiftgs  to  ser- 
geant MiBlw«oe»  who  played  tbt^eu^  tfae  hands  of  Frtaptom, 
and  wlio  becanto  aioie  md  knore  reeoBiciieck'ta  tbe  enif^iciciaa 
gneel  id|h  ev^  MMbag  which  the  letter  yielded.  When,  next 
nemtng,  altbr  ^  oolonePs  Aopartin%U<^;wiiph  took  {daee  ao4ft 
after  tm  dtia\^  'bmdkfiui*-^Ue  wiia^eoiii«it«  •£  hia^(K)d  tfiOit 
ties,  hie  cdiiipaini<mab1e  rfrtoea,  and  bo  foitb^  th6  captain  of  >^a»- 
liMia  hiid  his  hand  on  his  ahonlder**-* 

••Ah I  Milihoiiae»  bnt  yon  don^l  know thd'man,*' 

*^Whati  WsCkJ. ^aiatheT 

•*Yet." 

"^And  i  main  0oed  Mloen),!  say/' 

**W«11  eaongh^^^well  CBon^ ;  Imt-^yonr  eac,  gOKgeant/' 

The  latter  yielded  it;  tiia«aptaia  stooped  aa  if  to  whimper ^^ 
iMn  in  de^,  aoleoiti  aocent%  ai  i£  dnawa.np  from  hmqeaMrable 
depUns  he*  cried  Mi>«-^ 

<'Thk  GeLbFOHi  la  tm  BAmm^rV*    . 

The  ieit^eaat.'made  bnt  one  bnuioe><andiv«asaorQ|»  the  room; 
his  countenance  wo-begone  wiiih  sntpariw .  aaomiting  to  tenNiie. 
Mk  inTokiatary  ntlenuace^  occasioned  tMiandly  by  wtmk  he  had 
iMKd;  and iChe/Vone  ctf  Taice  enpbyad  in  teffibgit^  waa j^mfmo- 
teristic  of  his  early  attention  when  at  chtirehaenriea* 

^  Hasrk  from  the  tombs !    TUe^riiefift  eappm  I" 

"ThesheriffP 

''What!  our  sheriff,  "whaM  a^coaning  a'ter  mr  goeda  and 


^latesame!" 

''*Ob!  «f  Pdha'knowBdit!— rUheaHerhim!— Lance!" 
*VNo!    Do  Molhing  of  the  kind !  WeVe  got  off»  tbds  far*  vei> 
weH.    The  jdke  is  a  good  one,  apon  wUch  I  can  feed  &t  with 
laughter  Iraritmeiiti).  I  must  iri4ae¥eea«d.  tell  the  widow. \How 
her  odes  will  shake!" 
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"Thedieriirt  XrffonfMMtibte^ciippmt  i^li^  *hftvedlte 
self  BO  civil  and  sensiUe,  tmd  Bdver  sftid  A  ihm^  about  Ihe  d*-d 
eitectttion  !*' 

''No^indeedl  dMpiste^looked  toofnBsttf  «a9CBii/fo«#of  ainiM>9 
Mlrio«i8  sort,  toa^y  aotkiDg  of  jour  two-foot^  ssbre*  and  jour  num* 
Rtrbus  ferocitjr  of  viBAge,  eergemt*' 

"Hit!  ha!  ha!-^iiol  bo!  hoiu^haw!  haw  1  haw r 

The  whole  stovj  hooa—e  Terjr  filbwdy^qipaiteiil  to  IGUfaosses 
hut  wl»en  ho  did  receifie  it  £«%,  the  Uocim  waa  aMide  to  shake 
with  hit  wfld'  yMi  of  laughter.  Liaoe  Fxaanplctt  was  p^haps 
more  keenly  sensihle  torth^  force  of  the  jMr  h«t  he  .pemitted 
Mntself,  at  hest^  a  ^pnet-^tsolde  ealy  in  a  boner*  It  was  t»  the 
niidflit  of  a  torreat  ofUfllhQvse'syelhythat  Porgy  had  his  hiurse 
saddled,  aad;  rode  oVer  to  the  wUknr  Evdteigh;  to  whom  he  re> 
counted  the  little  drama,  from  ihe  ftst  iKsene  to  ^e  la^  with  vbt^ 
imitable  effect  The' widow  did  langh ;  dignitjt  hi  liioa^'dajs, 
did  not  deny  the  privileges^  of  an -honest  ei^hi^Mli<^u  evfo  to 
nobility ;  and,  we  are  constrained  to  admit,  as  had  been  pradieted 
by  Porgy,  that  her  sides  did  riiako;  hot  not  vulgarly;  o^  with 
too  o^tentatiotts  a  display  of  the  eomniotieB  wilihm  and  wMieot. 
It  was  a  ladylike  show  of  shpddn^  irtiich  did  not  dkbredi^  in 
the  least,  the  asokl  elsnas  and  hearing  of  the  fan*  widow.  BtA 
when  she  recovered  herself  from  the  shakiag  of  the  ddei,  rile 
shook  her  head,  and,  with'  beoouihig  gravity,  Biid  :*^ 

<•  But,'  captain,  is  not  this  flymg  m  die  hM  of  ihe  law  1  Will 
Ma  not  compromise  ye«  seciousfy  V* 

'•'By  no  means,  my  dear  widow,"  he  aaswered  tterrily;^tte 
law  never  shewed  to  ftuce  to  us  Inr  a  OMmiantv  We  hare  ttnatod 
it  with  no  dSseourtesy.*' 

'*  But  its  messeiiger,  On  sheriffV" 

**  He  never  showed  himself  in  that. character/* 

^  But  tkat  waa  due  to  yoof  eoofiai'^' 

*'  Perhaps ;  but  that  course  was  not  illegal.  There  is  attlrirtg 
penal  in  the  case.  If  he  allowed  his  apprehendons  to  g^  the 
better  of  his  senie  of  duiy,  dte  more  fool  he.  He  has  no  tight 
to  cofflplaitt  and  will  he  aaMaiiied  to  do  so.  As  for  the  la^,  we 
have  ^ne  nothing  agdhist  winch  the  law  can  shake  a  finger.'* 

«  B«ft  the  matter  doea  not  end  hare.  The  sheriff  wfli  of  < 
come  again,  and«>" 


«•  I  shall  play  out  the  plaj,  my  dear  Mi^  BveWgb,  «i  H<  baa 
begmi.  I  nmat  hare  f!ie  M  In  #^1^;  'iln^  fbi^  Ad  resty-^^ifhy,  I 
will  content  myself  with  the  proverb  of  the  patriarch — 'Suffix 
dent  for  the  clay  is  the  evil  thereof/  tt  will  be  time  enough  to 
look  out  for  the  bolt  when  we  hear  the  Sunder.-' 

"Too  late ^ the  flash  <r 

«'  Precisely,  my  dear  widow,  preeSsely  that!  Itk  becfause  th# 
eate  is  one  agmnst  whidr  nd  precatttioiis  eaa  av«SI,  4h(it  I  ^oOse 
to  lookout  for  the  b<^  after  it  stHke«  and  toot  belbte.  Btti,gebd^ 
by,  I  must  tide  back  and  wlite  to  P{itekn«7  all  ab«ut  'Mb  mai^ 
ter.  H6  lAust  share  the  Ihn.  He  wfll  relish  it;  I  know.  I  wouM^ 
he  had  been  a  spectator !  The  thkig  is  iudesdibable  ;-Hmly  ^ 
be  seen  in  the  vf&ges  of  IliHhouse,  Lanoe/ aad  the  shetiff,  a* 
the  two  crossed  weapons  over  his  head,  and  I  fiiced  him  out  ^ 
countenance  with  my  unmuszled  buH'dogci.  My  ^ttmr  widow, 
would  you  beUere  i^  the  innoceat  pupa  that  locdced  so  flercely 
in  the  eyes  of  the  ^riff,  were  toothless.  There  was  no  load  te 
either.  Btit,  good-by;  €k>d  Mesa  your  I  tntfst<get'back  in  a 
hurry.    I  rode  over  only  that  yoih  sheuld  ei^oy  die  story.'' 

The^i^toty,  indeed,  waa  tpSte  too  good  a  one  to  be  quiet  in  $»f 
bosom.  That  very  night  Ifillhouae  gave  an  eneertafinment  te 
Fordhatn  and  the  overseer  of  M'Kewn  hinrself,  when  the  narra- 
tive was  given  at  length.  M'Kewn's  man  refiehed  it  quite  40 
much  as  did  Forttam ;  and  the  next  day,  when  M^otvii  saun- 
tered out  to  his  stables,  he  was  duly  enlightened  upon  the  eventa 
occurring  in  his  ndghborhood.  He  had  expected  the  nhoctf  at 
his  house  after  or  before  the  levy,  and  had  he  made  it,  die  proba- 
Ullty  to  that  the  night  worfd  have  been  spent  w4lh  l^Kewn  ^ 
•tead  of  Pbfgy.  The  fMuer  Hstened  to  his  <maneer  wilhoal 
comment.  He  saw  that  the  latter  watched  him  futtively,  to  aae 
what  effect  waM  be  prodoeed  by  the  revelatloB.  But  he  was 
disappointed.  ''M'Kewn  maintitfned  the  utmost 4tttoobillty  of 
countenance.  He  nald  nothing,  spent  the  day  aa  umJ,  but  the 
very  next,  he  had  his  carriage  got  a«d  started -off  on  a  Tisit  to 
&e  officer  of  the  law.  The  sheriff  was  by  no  means  gnrpriied 
to  see  him  enter  hb  office ;  but  Che  visit  disquieted  him. 

^VMfe  you  proceeded  in  that  banMss,  cohmelt — M^Kewn 
versus  Porgy," 

10« 


<«Bttt  did  y^ti  mf%  mU  Glen-Kberkj  toi}  tbe  ^^SP^^^^S:  pnq^Qi^ 

•'Ko^-not  ezftetlyl  I  wish^  fo  look  about  me,  and  judge 
of  tbo  secnrities.  As  I  saw  that  the  projperty  would  bring  the 
money  at  any  moment,  I  did  not  see  tiie  neoesaity  of  forcing  it 
into  Uie  Bmriteti  where  it  would  be  only  saaificed.'* 

M'Kewn  MoiM  ^gnificanily.  The  abenffaaw  the  smile.  He 
kmderstooi  it,  and  Uu^h^d  to  tlie  ears.  He  saw  that  the  secret 
Iff  his  i^eoeptioiit  had  got  abief^  Ho^at  onGe,£dt  all  the  m<Hrtifi- 
4wlion  to  which  ill  would  «xppse  him.  He  foug^d  for  M'Kewn  to 
/ffwe  him  oeeaaie^  of  quarveL  He  Beed^  somebody  on  whom 
to  expend  his  anger  and  Texatioo.  Bit  the  Scotchman  was  too 
ir»ry  for  this.    He  i^j^Uy  «aid  -^ 

'*I  ean  a#^  Iqave  this  miatter  to  the  discretion  of  anybody,  oo- 
loUeli  howerer  excdleot  hia  jjadgment,  I  must  have  my  money  j, 
mid  I  mustyeqaipe  yon  to  realise  it  as  toon  as  it  i»  practieable/' 
,  <<  B«t»  Mr.  M«Kew«>  it  will  be  the  rui»  of  Gaptiun  Pf  rgy !" 

"  That  is  bin  looktonU  ml  miae(--^not  to  reiJive  mp  money* 
may  be  tay  ruin,  co)oi»el ;  I  must  xequire  you  to  do  your  d^ty^ 
sir.    From  tbia  moment  1 4shaII  leoh  to  you." 

"^Be  it  60,  ^  Theipe  is  a  defu^.  He  sbaU  be  de^atcbed 
afc  once  upokit  the  business." 

'M'KowiV'lo^ked  round  upoatbe'person.desfgpiat^y  and  nodded 
Ua  head  approvingly.  He  knew  Crooks—* Absakm  Crooks—^ 
el  old,  Hnd  respected  him  «$  one  of  the  very  best  buU^errieiy  of 
the  law*-^  a  broad  sbouldcied,  sUmU  short,  little  fellow,  with  no 
GH^Q]ii4d>oitf  bW/  eif/oeftm  hia  legs»  wbi^h  were.bowed>  so  aa  to 
tender  the  Sf^ee  betweeu  a  v^ry  h^ppy.onrpl;  whilaj  his  erms 
hung  out  Apom  bia  body  $i large  sa^ge^  He  had  a^  head, red 
iaee,  red  fnhiske^Si;!^.  waateoat,  and  was  ioieealily  well  read  hi 
the  law*    WK^wm  knew  hiB  mm  and  appiored  him. 

'"Crooks^"  said  be^tdUng  the  deputy  asid^— «see  weU  to 
this  baaineasi— get  the  negroes  into  your  custody,  and  bring 
them  right  ewi^  with  you.  It  shall  be  worth  to  you  five  geineas 
extra,  as  aOOn  aa  the  money  is  teaUaed." 
•  G>»<iUcroldMd  the  pvc^inant  hinges  of  the  knee,  at  theaejveg- 
nant  words,  and  promised  solemnly. 

^Hark  you,  Crooks;  you  are  dealing  with  cunning  feUowai 
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wDo  wffi  *7  aH  «t^  «o  MHte'Ttos  oiit^r^PM*  datas;  ^b  dan!! 
aik>«r  fDundf  to  be  ftiglitetMPd." 

ndvciHioii.    S^htett«d!     I'd  Uke  to'«|«.f' 

And  Orooics  tookeaiiiilf  rtett*  ftiilraftii^  fai  wn  not  tke  ttma 
to  be  very  easily  made  afraid.  He  was  a  fiery  little  fallow*  idl 
cdmb«i0l)Ue(  as  r«iAy  to  ^flist  n  ithit,  at  muf  iniwv- Asd^tliQagh 
oowtiRutf&y-  fpetiing  drabbad,  astContHiudHy  fiMgbtiMpc;  dka  <eY(eiil 
i«i  tbe^iebiHktBr  wttk  aueir  aasaikbt  Qid  readiljrawlartMk  die 
aiissioB,  ami  Mt  >a  tort  af  petniudtpiiitie  agnvst  Pei^^.aiid  hia 
wen,  cia  tiray  were  suppcued  capable  af  dnipnfiqg  andi  «paraa* 
as  himself  with  fear.  The  sheriff  saw  tba  dapaty  depart  widUr 
•eerf^t  instmcHioiia  hota  M^]Kara,'«Btb  nvelt  feondcd  app^hen- 
dalfifi  Bfrt  lib^^oUd  4o  iiotfaui^)tD  jnntt.tibejdap^er.  He  bad 
only  to  look  anxiously  for  the  progress  of  evented.  Of  »ottrte»4fe6 
waM  'abmAow  canvas  Id  see  hdw^Croeks  :#oald  ifaie  at  "CHen- 
Eberley.  He  knew  that  the  fellow  had  no  fear,  and  Us  Innd 
w«ailistvaiated  betmst  twa^pointa^ 

**  Either  he  will  sncceed  by  boldness,  ifhf&m  I  ftflad  ftbioti|li 
^mldity,  «r  Pofgyand  iiia  Miom  wiH  do  him  aeriomhiMn.— 
I«  aitifei'  tuM/dMuld  <fa«  Ifads  abofut  my  visit  ha  Uomi^  wfatt 
the  d— 1  will  be  said  of  me?"  < 

We  tnttsl  lewvfe  (biro  «o  -ibeie  aunogSf^  TsflaaAsana,  and  «ed6m- 
pMif  our dafltfty  td  CUdh-Eteilay.  liocaitod.M  a  itiattk  hMkadf 
iu»d8ifHttad  to  loOcial'  digaity,  Cbooks  made  his  ivnigr^  wMi  dl 
^diMg(aDae,tothe.6deiie<>fiasatttMJp0iedkdMas.  TbadacwMols 
^iPAM  ia  liia^^odUet,aBd,oBqe«nned  witftafonaidaUe  ^ardmeai, 
^mH  aeored  i^th. Gothic  abai'antaia»raai  auide  talrrifie<wiili  aaals 
of  sIsAe,  Grooka  fek  ao  sort  afdoqbi  of  ihe  unifimn  iMeiwiae 
wUck  he  diauld  eveayiwlidre  oatanasiidL  Cioaks  had  nerisr 
aerved  in  the  wito,  thoQ^  pagnacions  cfiengh  br  all  aorta  of 
atmggle;  ai*d  be  bad  na  aoticai  of  any  power  whith,  for  a 
mament,  could  gainsay  or  nm  coanter  to  diat  6f  the  law.  The 
eoorta  of  law  ware,  to  hia  mind,  scenes  of  fur  laora  impoaiag 
grandenr  dian  any  he  bad  oeaeaived  of  in  eartfa  or  in  haaven*— 
a  judge,  ia  gowaad  black,  was  a  mofe  poteaifc  personage  to  him 
«bairilba  Blia4abianthiia.ta  OeaoprntifeiaavanMng^eaiieiaiilil; 
and,  fte  «.iiiaiiff'(tbe  ambatfon  af  a  deputy,  tnr. a  aamuUle.  in 
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tlioie  imfst  nam  daied  lock  m  hi^  as  dds  oflfee  for  UiUBelf ;  il 
was  a  stretch  quite  beyond  the  ru^^  imagination  in  die  fi^t 
dajs  of  the  re^hlb),  OrooUs  held  hini  in  as  ttneli  vcMnttiony 
dr  iaove,'dum  Me  cc^  hoU^miij  gei»ikL<»f  th^aany-^nnlestfi 
indeed,  General  Washington.  He  i^as  yet  to  bectome  fluoiUav 
inik  a  feudal  bttroii,  and  to  eompeelmid  the  ektent  «f  hia 
aathoifty.  n 

He  'was  encountered' at  *tiie  entrance  of  flie  avenne,  predaely 
M  his  prine^ol  had  been,  by  a  nun  in  axmor.  Sk  fiist  oahrta 
tion  was  a  seiaHre.  He^  wh^liad  done  the  seinng  lutheiio,  was. 
in  torn,  seiaed  upon.  His  hiadEney  v^ms  suddenly  lNrou|^t  iip» 
hy  a  short  jerk,  {rem  a  man  springing  out  of  the  oerert  bestda 
"ti^  gate  of  the  arenue. 

**  Vfho  are  you?"  was  the  meoip^dted  demand^  as  the  horse 
was  iMcked  upon  hb  hannoliea^  and  a  pistid  held  toward  dia 
head  of  the  rider. 

^  Who  am  I  l~I'U  let  y#u  know  before  you  like  it.  Let  go 
my  hotter*  ♦  ;  • 

"No  fooling!  Who  are  yout  What  mw  you  after  harot 
What^s  your  'businessl" 

'^  My  business  is  my  busineas,  imd  youU  know  it.soon  enough. 
*By  what  i%ht  do  you  stop  met  Do  you  waattorob  me>  y«ii 
rascal." 

The  worda  were  seasDely  out  of  fan  moudi  hetoe  a  blow  of 
thefisttunriiledhnnoutofthesaldle.  Hie  honm  bonueedi  Ae 
deputy  voikpd  over  for  a  momentj  and  Lsnte  Frampton»  for  it 
was  he,  seiaed  the  opportuni^  to  tostt  die  steed  Into  the  eodosure. 
He  thus  obeyed  die  matfanot  ef  tiie  partisan.  He  had  oaptnued 
a  heiee,'and  his  firM  aMusure  was  to  secure  it .  The  next  mo> 
ment  he  koked  after  his  prisoner.  It  was  time;  Crooks  was 
already  oh  fab  foet  aad  making  toward  him.  Exampton  eon- 
fitMited  him  with  hispistols.  Orooks  had  nothing  but  his  riding 
whip.    This,  he  shook  at  his  assailant;  at  a  modetato  distance. 

"You  shall  sweat  for  this,  you  rascaL  I  am  an  officer  of  the 
law.  I  represent  the  county.  I  stand  here  in  the  sherUPs 
shoes,  and  resistance  to  an  offieer-*^an  assault  upon  an  officer— - 
id  ei  ovwiur^with  swords,  pistols,  dagger,  knife,  rifle,  Uundes- 
buss  aftd:  gun,  you  raseal—k  onOawryy^^aad  yml  Ihaaawaat 
fork    itdlyoul  stead  here  m  the  shoes  of  the  ilieri£    • 
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**  Ton  dm,  do-y^f  end  if  yon  stood  ki  the  jackM  of  the  rirar- 
iff  it  woM^i  -belp  70a  much.  Tmn  in  to  the  aTMUie,  or  IH 
put  abidlet  into  joa.    You're  mj  ftnmowJ* 

^  Kmt  puoner!    W«e  ^vetr  like  likeY  wd  ue  «  d^ty 
riwriffr 
^Oet  IB*  I  idl  yeo;  7M  riiaB  have  a  fiiir  tmL'* 
««Trifli!    Tiy  me!     Who  the  h^^ll  are  you,  ahrr 
''Nevor  you  niud.     Oel  in^  and  aak  your  queatiens  of  ikm 


•*  The  captain !    What !  you  pn^Mi  Captain  Porg^." 

««Yeal  Wkoelaeheve?'' 

**  The  irery  -mtak  I  want  to  nee.  I 'U  go  in.  It's  not  heeante 
I'm  afraid  of  your  pistok,  young  fellow;  I  d<m't  eare  that  fo^ 
tei  [tnappiBg  Ha  iug^ra]^  and  yon  ihattif wieat  for  thowing  'em 
^  ne;  but  I  g»  ia  to  tee  Oaptidtt  Pevgy.    He*8  oiy  mkuJ* 

f'Qetial    I  don^l  oare  what  yougo  for,  to  that  you  go!" 

Lanee  Jf  luaptoit  <<tiMi  jtid  Mi  bugle,  as  the  deputy  entered  Uie 
gate.  Grooks  went  forward,  venting  his  UMUgnatioh  at  every 
aMpr  Hb  waa  suddeidy  flopped,  miAwny  ih  tke  avenn^  by 
another  man  in  armon  Lance  and  the.new^ebmet  aaluted»  and 
the  prisoner  was  fomaUy  traoafeiered  froii  the  hnaor  Jbe  the 
kiter.  FnuaptQii  pveeeeded  toward  the  houaa.  Greeks,  storing 
at  the  gigantic  figure*  and  frowning  aspoet  of  the  new-eomer, 
mA  greatly,  bewildeved  at  tba  odd  aceumubttcbi  ef  utufon*  and 
ansor  about,  him»  vas»  however,  about  ie  press  forward,  foUow- 
iDg  his  late  assailant,  when  the  seq^eant  suddealy  axreated  him. 

•*  Stand  wkefe  you  are^  ieUow^  Or  TU  ht  into  you  with  aome- 
tbing  sharper  dian  a  bagigonel." 

And  b«  iouBsbtod  U»  sabte  dn^eAdyin  flpont  of  the  pCMm  of 
the  deputy. 

«« The  devil !  What  do  you  stop  me  for  t  Do  you  ]rio#  who 
I  am  and  what  I've  eom^for?'' 

«« Vve^a  wtfcm/'  ansiraied  the  aergeant,  looking  more  fierce 
than  ever. 

"  Do  you  know  I  am  here  for  the  sheriff;  sent  here  to  make 
a  levy  of  aH  the  lands,  rights,  titles,  hereditaments,  goods  and 
ehattel»  aigq^ea  and  stock,  futnituiie  and  apparel,  carts,  wagons, 
fifmuhfi  hiTffiti  ^vel%  and  aU  tod  evwy  the  implements  of  tUs 
plantation,  to  take  and  hMd  thereof,  and  make  sale  there^  in 
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8«taafacti<m  of  idn  jitdgment  in  the  case  of  M'Kewa  tv  Pbrgy. 
Do  yoitkearS  Do  you  onderstandf  AaaA  deytutbre  te  ar- 
rest and  stop  me  in  the  ptoMcniioii  of  this^mj  hnpfiil  dvly/' 

^  I  ihmgkt  at  smeb  I"  said  MiUhoa8e;%ith  an  mi^  lowering 
of  the  brows,  and  a  lorid  smile  in  his  eyes. — *'  I  thought  astuK^. 
And  it  is  sich  a  little  Kiean  eoppeiMieaded  aon  af  A  skiiiikt*that 
has  the  impudence to^cene  h^reand  t4  setae- itlnnghliftil  prop- 
edy  of  ft  gOBtleman-^aU  one  too,  who  is  a  ng9ar<iffter>i^  the 
line  of  the  army.  IVe  most  a  mind  to  take  hold  of  yoa'aMllfee 
your  jacket  wtth:  IndBories-^I  keflp'  f" 

'*  Lace  my  jacket !  Hickories !  I  dam  yoUu  D6  yb«r  iliest. 
But  yon  shall  iweat  for  it.  Yoa  shall,  ef  tlierai*a[aay'law  la  thia 
land/'  I 

'*  Don^t  provocate  me  with  yoer  law!''  w«»die.v^>|y*-^'MU 
very  wonk  *  law'  mikes  me  feel  walidi«^^tfae:  hair  idl  grovriag 
innaittly.  Law,  indeed!  8het  «pi  ye«  Mtde  poleoai,  of  I'll 
woont  yon  with  sieh  a  ^ur  aa  wiD  take  aH^the  ned  hibod  out  of 
yonrhkle  in  no  tiaie." 

''i  dareyMi!  Ideff  yoal  Teeeaa^taoafemewitfayoorbig 
worda  and  year  baHets.  Give  me  one  of  yeiir  plstola,  ani  Vm 
wlUingte  try  a  cfaek  with  yon  on  the  qM»t." 

**  ¥ott  4m*t !  Weil*  ef  yon  wamH  %  priaouer,  I^  let  yoa ;  baft 
tfaar'a  no  aense  in  gtaniting  weapons  to  a  priaofi^r.^ 

**  By  what  right  do  y<m  make  me  a  priaeaer  !  By  what  rig^ 
do  yon  depive  ase  of  my  liberty,  and  step  me  in  the  ppeaeemlaft 
ef  tny  dn^  1    Awwer  afte  f 

^  Oh  1  abet  up )  Wbeil  ^d  yon  eveir  hear.  Htm  the  ptttoner 
was  to  ax  the  questions)  It's  ^ Hmt^  te  answer,  iihd  he>^ 
toaMeihe  Bcittfetiaiit  Sell  tril  yett  wiNit  the  eappin  aayi^'and 
what's  to  be  done  with  you." 

-Veiywem    I'll  hear,'' 

«*  You'll  hev'  a  fan-  trial,  I  promise  yott.** 

«<Triall  Who's  to  try  met  IweaHgel  lH not  sabaDlt  to 
any  but  a  lawful  court." 

''  And  who's  to  ax  you  I    Well,  iieut^ianl  t" 

''  The  ci^itam  says  bring  the  feUow  beibie  hiDL'* 

''Come,  copperhead !  maveh  1"  and  MillhiMiae, {tatttiag  Ub- 
aalfiOQDneaUiebf  theei^ver  iVanMmrkeokihibplaeeett'tte 
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««rilMi:4PStth!  rJiadt  sof:  LM  the  eapUis  oone  km  *to 
mm,  ji  he  watito  mis*  \m  far  enoogi^cm  ikU  plaoe  for  what  I*te 
got  to  ezeeute,  aad  I  charge  and  conmand  job  both,  and  aB 
who  hear  me^  aa  good  oitiaeDS'— «-" 

''  Sfaet  npt  yett  bawling  wannint  i"  eiied  the  sergeaatt  and  ha 
aocoflipanied  the  words  by  tbnmdng  the  rough  handle  of  liis  sa 
hre  quite  aeroafl  the  j wa  of  the  deputy.  .  Tho  ether  turned  upon 
hhoB  fieree1y«  but  was  bmnght  back,  with  a  jcii^  by  the  hand  of 
iVMip»nn»  whoywith  a  ihovoi  £NroiUy  bade  hiai — <^go  ahead*^ 
onl"  Ai  the anae moment^ he waa  pricked  keenly  in^  flanka 
h^.  Ae  tip  of  MiUlMn^'»  award),  and,  looking  to  the  lievtenant, 
he  aaw^  dml  of  the  latter  relriy  la  enfene  hid  progreas  by  shnilar 
aigiHnent&  Thiawaf .  sharp  ptaotioe^  and  quite  new  to  Crooks^ 
Theaweal  itopdiiUl  oil  the  fiub  of  the  Jktle  fellow ;  but  he. still 
Offied  eat»  with  &  tough  sjqtifty  biiraieg  wkh  fury  <-»*• 

"  Oh !  you  shall  botli  sweat  for  all  this/' 

*^.eh  I  iieiy  Welti  That's  ar  Ift  hq^pens*  Erery  man  ^ust 
hev'  his  turn.  But  it's  for  you  to  sweat  first,"  and  a  renewed 
pricking  of  the  aei^anfasahre  Ihveeteded  semethtng  worse  than 
sweating. 

«^Ohr'  groaeed  the  depaty,  ae  ba  obeyed  the  Smpubd  and 
vent  fhrwardi  Seteral  tinea  he  pAised,  Boiaktng  a  new  eadeaw 
or  to  hold  his  ground,  and  as  often  was  be  made  to  feel  the  spar.. 
When  he  reached  the  house,  he  was  fbrfed  up  the  steps,  through 
llie  piazaa»  into  thejiall^  tben  thrast  down  into  a  chair,  with  a 
heed  of  eefh  4)f  his  attendanta  upcai  Us  shoulder. 
.  "*  We'w  gpi  kin^eapiHnl'^  cried  ant  Mtllhoese  te  Porgy  u^ 
his  chamber.  The  captain  of  partisans  had  hpem.  leafpil^  the 
stnbUe  £ekUtbe.iiiitttlanid  hareestn  of  hia  chin»  whkk  were  quite 
too  ^rirfy  to  be  au&rad.  te  offend  has  own  or  other  eyas,  fie 
eapie  fortli  with  deaioff*  slaevea  rolled  up,  neck  bara^aed  ralsor 
IB  hie gra^Ki^  The mMtoPi  beb^eld  the depafy^.he cnied o«t^-^ 
•.  nOtaveuai  What  a  monster  f  WhetahorriUehMkiBgoroa- 
tnie  I  Whet  a  beard.  Coppery ^red ;  a  perfect  jingle,  and  Mk^ 
no  doubt,  of  all  sorts  of  dimilMitiTe  beasts.  Sergeant,  we  must 
have  that  fellow's  beird  oA" 
.   ICllheene  abaelately  sbeuted  ai  the  idee. 

"•Tonl?  teated  Ae  captem.  Tern  appeared  at  the  doeh 
^  Quick,  Tom,  soap  and  napldn ;  and  take  off  that  horrid  beard." 
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Oroeks  mmli  bare  bounded  from  his  MAt  He  piUed  btm- 
self  on  his  beard.  It's  coppeiy  red,  apparently  so  ^Skadye  la 
an  about  bim,  was  to  bim  tbe  perfection  of  beaaty,  It's  red  b« 
held  to  be  that  of  roses,  and  as  ^  tbe  amplitude  of  it,  its  wild, 
wide-spread  bnshy  dimensions,  these  be  stroked  a  tfaonaand  times 
a  day  with  an  i^Sftction  wbich  mi^  be  imagined.  To  lose  bla 
beard,  e^en  in  jest,  was  almost  as  bad  as  to  lose  bis  scalp.  He 
now  begaa  feveadilj  to  a^^rebend^  that  with  sack  oompan* 
ions,  he  shonld  lose  bolb.  He  leaped  itp,  but  was  apmodntdy 
throst  badL  into  bis  seat  by  tbe  ready  bands  of  bis  attendants. 
.  **  I  woa^  submit  to  ibis.  I  tell  yon-^I  warn  yoa«-^I  am  an 
ofieer  of  joslice.  I'm  kere  nncler  the  gveat  seal  of  tbe  atata. 
I'm  on  offieiid  dnties.    I'm  under  tke  saered  pveteetitn  of  tbe  law.'* 

**  How  horribly  be  sbowts  I  Bat,  with  snob  a  beard,  what 
mortal  man  can  talk  like  a  hman  being,  Te«  don't  miderstand 
a  word  he  says,  sergeant  V* 

''Not  a  word)  I  ra^i^an  itfs  a  sort  of  nigger  qpeedi  from 
Africa.'* 

**  Do  yon  nnderstuid  die^sa^age  eveatwey  lAaee  T' 

'*  I  reckon's  he's  crazy,  captain,"  answered  Lance. 

''Truly,  I  think  so.  He  ^rill  need  a  strait  jaeket.  But 
iboie's  no  judging  rightly  kis  condition  tfll  we  take  off  tbaft 
bnidi." 

"  Let's  bniB  it  oM,  cappin." 

"Na!  na!  be  may  be  buaum,  and  that  ndgfat  hurt  bin.  Wa^B 
shave  it  off,  and  tb^  see  what  be  veaily  is.  I  suspaet  he  be- 
longs to  the  monkey  species-«-be^  an  orang-ovtang  s«-«you  know 
what  tbi|t  ie,  nrgeant" 

"  Hafe  man,  bale  kefse,  and  tw«o  parts  alligatoiv  I  raokfai.'' 

*  Yoa^re  very  nigh  tbe  mark.    Hurrah^  Tom  I  make  baste.'* 

Tom  Buide  hit  qipearanee  with  basiui  towel,  soap,  te.  The 
deputy  seeing  bis  danger,  and  that  theaiyr  was  lookmg  aeiioua» 
made  another  effort  to  escape  from  tbe  clutabes  in  which  be  was 
bald,  and.  aooompanied  the  effort  ky  a  fearfrd  outcry,  toucUng 
tbetenurs  of  tbe  law.    But  in  vain. 

"  Tie  him  down.  Handkerchief,  there,  Tom.  Seemw  trim,  so 
that  he  may  not  do  bimsdf  barm.  He  is  certaUdy  Tety  wfld. 
Ha  must  have  been  only  lately,  caught  Bomebody  mMt  faara 
put  tfaes^  clotbes  on  bim  by  force." 
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While  the  captain  thus  dilated,  his  assistants  busied  themselves 
m  securing  the  deputy  to  his  seat.  His  arms  were  tethered  to 
the  back  of  the  chair,  which  was  one  of  those  massive  mahogany 
receptacles  so  common  at  that  period,  and  representing  a  much 
earlier  period  in  the  history  of  English  civilization.  The  chaii 
was,  in  fact,  modelled  upon  the  times  of  Elizabeth.  Thus  se- 
cured, with  his  head  held  back,  the  napkin  tucked  beneath  his 
chin,  Tom  approached  and  proceeded  to  lay  on  the  lather.  The 
thick  soapy  mass  was  thrust  ad  lihitum  into  mouth  and  nosfrils. 
The  deputy  yelled,  but  as  the  soap  made  fearful  progress  into 
his  jaws  at  every  opening,  he  was,  perforce,  content  to  sputter, 
and  sneeze,^  and  kick  and  writhe.  All  efforts  were  unavailing. 
His  captors  were  resolute  in  their  fun.  "Law!"  he  cried. 
••Lather!"  cried  Porgy ;  and  Tom  obeyed.  Half  suffocated, 
though  more  farious  than  ever.  Crooks  finally  yielded,  and  Tom 
pi-oceeded  to  apply  the  razor.  Tom  had  acquired,  in  camp,  the 
arts  of  the  barber,  as  well  as  the  cook.  He  was  not  so  dextrous 
as  determined.  Crooks  saw  that  it  was  at  his  own  peril  that  he 
writhed,  or  twisted,  or  reared  his  head,  or  stuck  out  his  chin  un- 
necessarily.    Tom  would  say  quietly: — 

••You  only  guine  to  wussen  youse'f,  buckrah  —  ef  you  is  a 
buckrah — wkl  you  kickings  and  cawortings.  Better  you  keep 
youself  easy,  ef  you  don't  want  me  for  slice  off  you  nose." 

Here  was  a  new  peril.  Slice  off  his  nose  !  The  loss  of  the 
petted  beard  was  a  great  ev^-^but  to  lose  his  nose  also,  was 
such  as  it  made  him  doubly  sweat  to  meditate. 

••  Don't  cut  off  his  nose,  Tom,"  cried  Porgy,  with  a  great  ^r 
of  concern.  •*  This  class  of  animals  seldom  have  much  to  spare ; 
and  the  loss  of  such  a  member,  would  really  disfigure  the  face 
terribly." 

•*  Lord,  cappin,  nothing  could  make  such  a  critter  more  ugly 
than  he  is,"  answered  Millhouse ;  "  but  he  could  lose  an  inch  of 
gnoiit  and  never  miss  it.  WHiy,  Lord,  he's  got  a  nose  like  a 
baggonet  and  a  most  hafe  as  long !" 

Tom,  meanwhile,  prosecuted  his  labor  with  diligence.  He 
was  a  bold  cutter.  It  was  all  army  practice  with  him — swift, 
slashing,  reckless,  not  easily  stopped  by  trifling  impediments. 
At  every  swoop,  Crooks  found  a  wide  waste  of  forest  growth  re- 
moved ;  huge  tracts  ot  warm  fui'ze  disappeared,  as  the  prairie 
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gross  in  autnmn,  under  the  fire.  Soon,  the  entire  wilderness  of 
brash  was  cleaned  up.  The  territory  was  now  smooth,  and  the 
fight  let  in  upon  a  region  that  had  not  seen  the  day  for  half  a 
dozen  years.  Crooks  was  no  longer  the  same  man ;  he  felt  cold 
about  the  chin  ;  but  his  chill  greatly  increased  when  he  heard 
Tom  ask — 

'*  Aiust  tek'  off  be  hair  now,  maussa  ?  He  look  berry  bad  and 
ugly.     I  reckin  he  must  be  full  of  warmints." 

Porgy  seemed  for  a  moment  to  meditate  the  matter ;  but  he 
waived  Tgm  off. 

"  No !  that's  enough,  Tom,  for  the  present.  I  think  we  may 
now  make  out  the  species  of  the  animal." 

"  I'm  the  deputy  sheriff — my  name's  Crooks." 

"  A  well-known  waimint,  cappin.  I  reckon  you  mout  as  well 
t|kin  him  altogether.  Jest  you  take  off  the  scalp  now,  and  we'll 
be  sure  to  know  him  next  time." 

J  "  No !  no !  It  is  not  so  much  that  we  may  know  him,  as  that 
he  may  know  us  hereafter.  I  sep  what  ho  is.  Let  him  go  now. 
t  reckon  he's  tame  enough  for  tlie  present.  Now,  let  him  have 
a  swallpw  of  Jamaica." 

'*I  drink  nothing  in  this  house!"  cried  the  deputy  rising  to 
bis  feet. 

"  Then  you  lose  the  taste  of  a  mighty  good  dram  of  liquor." 

"  And  I  warn  you  all — all  three  of  you — that  you  shall  an- 
swer for  this  assault  and  battery.  You,  Captmn  Porgy — I  know 
you — and  you,  and  ypu,  I  will  have  it  all  out  of  you  three,  if 
there's  any  law  in  the  land." 

"  Tou  won't  drinlp,"  said  Porgy. 

"  Not  a  drop  with  you,  or  in  this  house." 

"  Will  you  eat  ?" 

"Not  a  mouthful!" 

"  Then  we've  done  all  that  we  can  do  for  you,  unless  you  denre 
tbat  Tom  should  take  off  tliat  shock.  It  is  unnecessarily  thick 
and  long.     Can  that  be  haar  ?" 

"  Look  you.  Captain  Porgy,  I've  submitted  to  your  assaults 
and  batteries  because  I  could  not  help  myself." 

"  A  mighty  good  reason  too !" 
^  "But  I  wfll  have  redress.    Now,  sir,  I  will  do  my  du^,  and 
here  1  give  you  notice,  that  m  the  character  of  the  Sheriff  of—" 
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"  Boo !  WOO !  WQO !  woo !     Shall  I  mnzzle  him,  cappiu  t'* 

'*  Ko !  let  him  go.  Depart,  my  good  rellow,  while  your  bones 
arc  whole.    We  have  done  for  you  the  best  we  could." 

"  lil  not  go  until  I  have  made  a  levy  upon  all  the  lands  and 
negroes,  the  goods  and  chattels  of  this  estate  of  Glen-Eberley, 
nndqr  the  authority  of  the  papers  which  I  now  carry,  and  which 
r  will  read  for  the  benefit — " 

By  this  t|n>0  he  had  drawn  the  documents  out  of  his  pocket. 

"  Beware  how  you  attempt  to  read  any  of  those  vile  heathen 
documents  here,"  said  Porgy,  assuming  an  air  of  great  sternness. 

*•  State  of  South  Carolina !"  began  the  deputy. 

"  As  surely  as  you  attempt  to  read  that  paper,  I  will  make 
you  eat  it  \^ 

•<  Eat  it !  I'll  eat  nothing  in  this  house !" 

"  We'll  see  to  that." 

"  State  of  South  Carolina — "  resumed  the  deput}'. 

"  Seize  him,"  cried  Por^y  —  "  seize  him !" 

And,  in  the  twinkling  or  an  eye,  Frampton  caught  Crooks  in 
liis  embrace,  and  Millhpuse  set  his  enormous  thuml)  and  forefin- 
ger about  his  neck,  and  the  deputy  was  forced  back  into  his 
chair!    The  paper  was  snatched  by  the  lieutenant  from  his  hand. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  state !"  screamed  the  dieputy. 

••  Feed  him  with  it !"  shouted  Porgy. 

**  I  levy  and  seize,  distrein  and  take  possession — "  began  the 
deputy  at  a  rapid  rate,  but  his  mouth  was  suddenly  filled  with 
his  documents.  The  execution  was  crammed  into  his  jaws — a 
part  of  it  at  lea^ ;  and  the  voice  of  th^  sergeant,  in  accents  too 
clear  and  loud  to  oe  misunderstood,  advised  him  what  to  do 
with  it 

"  Feed  or  suffocate,  you  skunk." 

"  You're  choking  me'  to  death !" 

**  Feed,  then !  Chaw  !  Swallow  !'*  And,  at  every  word,  the 
sergeant  plied  the  unhappy  deputy,  with  a  fragment  of  the  ex- 
ecution. It  was  in  vain  that  he  flounced  and  floundered,  strove, 
kicked,  and  scuffled  vnth  his  persecutor.  The  iron  ann  of  Mill- 
Louse  was  seconded  with  an  equally  iron  will,  and,  perforce,  th^ 
victim  was  compelled  to  chew  and  mouth  the  musty  document. 

"  My  God !   do  you  mean  to  kijl  me  ?** 

••  i^  )t  unless  good  feeding  will  (16  it.    You  love  the  law,  you  live 
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on  it,  and  ought  to  be  able  to  digest  it.  Give  bim  another  month 
fill,  sergeant.  It  must  all  be  eaten.  It  is  not  too  much  for  one 
meal." 

With  every  bit  offered,  and  finally  forced  upon  the  deputy, 
the  same  struggle  followed,  the  same  unavailing  resistance.  He 
was  compelled  to  eat.  Nothing  but  the  seal  remained.  This 
was  not  then  the  fiction  which  it  is  in  recent  times.  It  was  not 
then  thought  quite  sufficient  to  write  *  locus  sigiUit  and  with 
hold  the  seal  itself.  In  the  present  case  this  was  a  goodly  dr- 
cular  plate  of  red  wax,  of  some  dimensions.  It  was  now  offered 
to  the  unwilling  feeder.  At  the  sight  of  it  the  fellow  cried  out 
with  hon-or*— "  I  can't  eat  that !  It'll  be  the  death  of  me.  It's 
got  poison  in  it." 

"  Ah !  ha !  is  it  so  ?  And  do  you  bring  p'ison  into  a  gentle- 
man's family,  and  try  to  sarve  it  on  him.  Well,  it's  only  your 
own  medicine,  my  honey ;  you  must  eat  it  with  the  rest  The 
physic  of  a  law  paper  kaint  be  good  onless  the  seal  goes  with 
it.    Bite!  Eat!  or  I'll " 

But  for  the  interposition  of  the  captain,  the  sergeant  would  have 
persisted  in  testing  to  the  utmost  the  capacities  of  Crooks'  stom- 
ach.   Fortunately,  the  -former  was  disposed  to  more  indulgence. 

"Let  him  off,"  said  he,  "he's  had  enough.  Now  give  him  some 
Jamaica;— or,  perhaps,  you'll  prefer  an  emetic,  my  good  fellow, 
to  produce  reaction.    I  can  have  you  a  little  tartar  in  a  second." 

"  No !  no  I"  cried  Crooks  with  choking  accents — "The  rum  ! 
the  rum !" 

Tlie  liquor  was  poured  out  for  him,  and  the  glass  put  into  his 
hands ;  as  he  was  about  to  drink,  Millhonse  exclaimed — 

"Ha!  ha!  I  know'd  you'd  hcv'  to  come  to  it  at  last.  Tou 
swore  you  wouldn't  eat  or  drink  in  this  house.  You've  done 
both !" 

The  taunt  was  enough.  The  deputy  dashed  down  the  tm- 
tasted  liquor,  smashing  the  glass  upon  the  floor. 

"Curse  the  house  I"  he  cried,  "  and  all  that's  in  it !"  and  sha- 
king his  hand  in  fury,  he  broke  through  all  restraint,  and  disap* 
peared.from  the  apartment. 

"  After  him,  boys,  and  see  that  he  clears  out.  Attend  hiia  to 
the  outposts^  Lance  I  He  will  hardly  venture  buck  with  other 
documents.''  j 
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CHAPTER    LIX. 

M«KEWN  AT  HOME,  AND  THE  SPECTRE  THAT  SlPl  ED  HIS   PUNCH. 

The  captain  had  not  fairly  lost  sigkt  of  the  deputy  before  he 
began  to  reflect  upon  the  enormity  of  the  offence  which  he  had 
sanctioned  and  committed.  It  was  not  so  much  that  he  had  out- 
raged the  laws  of  the  land,  as  that  he  had  violated  those  of  hu* 
inanity.  He  began  to  feel  ashamed  of  this,  for,  when  not  carried 
away  by  impulse,  he  would  have  revolted  at  everything  like  bru- 
tality, unless,  as  in  the  case  of  actual  conflict  in  war,  it  took  the 
form  of  a  necessity.  His  successftd  jest  with  the  sheriff,  which 
had  proved  harmless,  had  prompted  a  renewal  of  the  experiment; 
and,  once  committed  to  the  joke,  he  had  been  hurried  on  by  his 
first  impulse,  long  after  the  matter  had  ceased  to  be  mirthful. 
Though  he  said  nothing  of  his  misgivings  to  his  companions,  he 
yet  felt  very  much  ashamed  of  the  aSsxr,  when  the  time  had 
come  for  reflection.  We  may  add  that  ^^  did  not,  on  this  occa- 
sion, ride  over  to  report  the  adventure  to  the  fair  widow.  He 
would  rather,  indeed,  that  it  should  not  reach  her  ears  from  any 
Hps.     But  it  got  abroad  nevertheless. 

Crooks,  as  soon  as  he  could  mount  his  horse  hurried  at  full  speed 
over  to  M'Kewn'g,  to  whom,  boiling  with  ftiry,  he  described  the 
whole  affair.  It  did  not  need  the  exaggerations  of  language  to 
render  it  hideous.  M*Kewn  was  secretly  pleased  at  the  occiu*- 
rence.  It  fastened  an  odium  upon  our  pai-tisan,  whose  patriotic 
services  had  otherwise  made  him  popular.  It  left  him  more  at 
the  mercy  of  his  creditor,  by  depriving  him  of  those  sympathies 
wliich  his  distresses  would  certainly  have  secured  for  him.  But, 
M*Kewn  did  not  suffer  his  secret  thoughts,  on  this  head,  to 
reach  the  eai-s  of  the  deputy.  His  indignation  at  the  treatment 
which  he  had  suffered,  was  expressed  in  language  as  warm  and 
violent  almost  as  his  own,  apd,  giving  him  a  douceur  of  ^ve 
guineas,  he  despatched  him,  the  next  day,  with  a  letter  to  the 
sheriff,  renewing  his  demand  upon  him  for  the  immediate  com- 
pliance with  his  duties. 
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The  sheriff  was  naturally  angry  at  the  ill  usage  of  his  deputy. 
There  was  a  great  sensation  in  the  city.  Pinckney  and  Parsons, 
the  friends  and  lawyers  of  Porgy,  were  in  much  confusion.  They 
endeavored  all  they  could  at  the  arts  of  soothing.  The  shaving 
of  the  deputy  they  made  very  light  of.  Indeed,  they  afl&rmed  it 
to  be  an  act  of  kindness.  The  procedure,  they  insisted,  had 
greatly  improved  Crooks's  appearance ;  but  the  matter  was  quite 
too  soripus  to  be  laughed  out  of  court;  and  such  a  suggestion 
made  Crooks,  himself,  moi*^  ^,ST7  *^*^  ^v^'*  They  found  it 
politic,  accordingly,  to  forbear  this  mode  of  treating  the  affair. 
The  compulsory  feeing  to  which  the  deputy  had  been  subject- 
ed - — the  utter  scorn  and  defiance  of  the  law  which  had  been 
shown  by  Poi-gy  ai)d  his  followers — were  sierious  offences  against 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  th^  country,  which  ifiost  pei*sons  weie 
inclined  to  rese^t.  The  sher|#  jta^ked  of  imipediate  processes 
of  aiTest —  of  the  posse  coyfiUafus, — of  a  mi|itaiy  force,  —  and  of 
terrible  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  imprisonments! 

To  gain  time  was  now  the  object  with  Porgy *s  friends,  until 
the  public  indign^ion  should  subside ;  an.d  they  brought  every 
possible  influence  to  bear,  which  might,  in  any  way,  effect  their 
purpose.  It  happened,  fortunately,  that  Marion  and  Colonel 
Qii^gleton  were  both  in  the  city,  apd  both  anxiously  busied  them- 
s,elyes  to  rescue  an  old  favorite  and  follower  from  his  difficulties* 
They  appealed  to  the  sheriff  for  delay,  at  leifst  until  thfi  affair 
could  b^  inqoired  into  peaceably.  M'Ke^p's  debt  must  be  satis- 
fio4»  of  coup^ ; — fgr  this  several  pai'ties  vere  prepared  to  pledge 
themselves  J  — and  it  was  suppos^ed  that  the  hurts  of  Crooks 
migUt  all  ]be  cured  by  a  sufficient  ^alve  in  tl^e  guise  of  hush-mon- 
ey. These  matters  airanged,  the  irritated  self-esteem  of  the 
shei-iff  might  be  soothed,  and  the  damage  done  to  the  dignity  of 
the  laws  might  be  repaired  —  as  is  commonly  the  case  in  a  good 
democracy  —  by  taking  no  sort  of  notice  of  it.  With  us,  you 
may  pull  the  nose  of  the  law,  at  pleasure,  but  you  must  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  well  for  any  such  liberty  taken  with  the  nose  of 
its  officer.  Crooks,  as  yet,  was  quite  unapproachable  on  th^ 
subjejct  of  his  wrongs  and  injuries.  It  was  supposed  by  Pinckney 
t)mt  }ie  would  continue  unapproachable,  until  be^d  and  whiskers 
had  once  more  grown  out  to  their  former  ravishing  dimensions. 
Meanwhile,  all  proper  efforts  should  be  made  to  mollify  him ; 
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mid,  to  effect  this,  Pinckney  himself  prepared  to  run  tip  to 
Ashecpoo,  and  see  the  captain,  in  order  to  bring  him  to  reason- 
able apologies. 

These  negotiations  necessaiily  occupied  some  time,  during 
which  Glen-Eberky  was  left  free  of  molestation.  The  sergeant 
coBgratulatod  himself  that  a  victory  had  been  obtained.  Porgy 
WHB  iestf  sure  and  satisfied.  He  had  sobered  down  from  his  late 
cicitement,  and  could  see  the  state  of  affairs  through  the  proper 
medium.  Ho  saw  that  the  time  would  come  when  he  should  pay 
fur  his  frolic;  but,  like  most  persons  of  his  temperament,  he  pre- 
ferred to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  affair  till  the  last  mo- 
ment— until,  indeed  it  was  forced  upon  him.  Winter,  meanwhile, 
waH  advan^iug  rapidly.  The  nights  of  November  were  becoming 
tory  cold*  Our  captain  of  partisans  was  now  in  the  full  enjoy- 
Vient  of  field  sports,  and  was  proving  himself  quite  a  Nimrod. 
His  corpulence  did  not  seem  to  lessen  his  appetite,  or  his  vigor 
iki  the  chase.  Arthur  £veleigh,  sensible  of  his  fault,  had  become 
iBeasurably  reconciled  to  the  captain,  and  he  and  Lance  Framp- 
ton  met  at  Glen-Eberley,  once  a  week  at  least,  to  hunt.  Porgy 's 
sports,  however,  in  the  field,  did  not  lessen  the  number  of  his 
visits  to  the  two  widows.  He  was  still,  as  before — not  to  speak 
disparagingly  of  the  sex  in  our  comparisons — betwixt  hawk  and 
huzttad.  This  homely  figure  was  one  frequently  in  the  mouth 
of  the  sei-geant,  in  reference  to  the  attitude  of  his  superior,  though 
be  did  not  venture  to  obtrude  it  upon  the  ears  o^  the  captain. 
Beth  widows  still  seemed  very  gpracions,  and  their  looks  of  favor 
mereased  the  impatience  of  Millhoose  to  effect  his  long  cherished 
•bject* 

'*  Yon  lulght  liave  either  on  'em,  I  reckon,  for  the  axing," 
quoth  the  sergeant ;  **  though  it's  cl'ar  that  the  widow  Eb'leigh 
Is  the  most  loviag  critter  of  the  two.  It's  a  ncedcossity,  cappin, 
that  sh^  should  hev'  you." 

The  firequeut  iteration  of  this  assurance,  finally  made  its  im- 
pression upon  our  captain; — but,  though  half  persuaded  only, 
that  Mrs.  Eveleigh  labored  under  the  "  needcessity"  aforesaid, 
he  felt,  na  a  man  of  honor,  that  he  could  not  approach  her  as  a 
iuitor,  imtil  he  hnd  paid  lier  his  debt — at  all  events,  having  ex- 
ttkated  biraself  from  the  meshes  of  the  law.  "Then,"— he 
thought ; — but  it  is  proper  we  should  not  anticipate ! 
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Meanwhile,  what  of  the  inexorable  creditor,  M*Kewii  ?  Housed 
at  his  plantation  like  the  great  black  spider,  to  which  we  hare 
already  likened  him.  surrounded  by  subtle  snares  of  policy,  and 
sly  devices,  and  mesiies  of  cunning,  for  taking  in  and  securing 
the  thoughtless  flies  of  humanity — for  making  prey  of  all  he 
could — he  crouched  in  seeming  quiet,  most  of  the  time  unbeheld, 
in  secret  crevice,  and  when  seen,  seemmg  only  to  drowse,  in  the 
central  circle  of  his  innocent  encampment.  He  was  pleasantly 
satisfied  witli  his  progresses.  What,  with  his  own  art,  and  Poi- 
gy's  rash  impulses,  he  felt  that  he  had  fairly  mvolved  that  great* 
ost  of  all  his  flies  in  a  mesh  fix>m  which  there  was  no  escape. 
All  of  liis  schemes  appeared  to  prosper.  Other  victims  were  in 
his  snares.  His  money  bred  as  if  under  the  direct  management 
of  Mammon — as  if  Mammon  had  become  his  private  banker, 
and  determined  his  loans  and  enterprises.  He  had  made  a  good 
crop,  and  rice  was  rising  in  the  market.  He  had  bought,  at 
moderate  prices,  a  lot  of  new  negroes,  from  the  coast  of  Gtrineai 
from  a  virtuous  puritan  captain,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  had  gleaned 
wonderfully  from  the  gold  coast,  and  whose  great  grand-son,  by- 
the-way,  has  since  shown  himself  a  virtitous  abolitionist  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  breathing  hate  and  horror  towatd 
tlie  descendants  of  the  ver}^  people  to  whom  his  philanthropic 
grand-sire  sold  the  stolen  negroes.  All  M'Kewn's  specnlationB 
seemed  to  be  prosperous.  All  his  apprehensions  of  Mrs.  £vo- 
leigh  were  relaxed  in  her  continued  silence.  He  had  got  over 
his  fears  of  her,  in  the  conviction  which  he  felt  that  the  seas  rolled 
for  ever  between  himself  and  the  squatter  Bostwick — perhaps, 
rolled  over  him ;  a  fate  which  he  pi*eferred  for  his  enemy,  and 
which  ho  rather  thought  he  must  have  suffered,  since  he  had  im 
reason  to  doubt  of  the  sagacity  and  fidelity  of  his  creatiures, 
Forbes,  Drummond,  and  Barton. 

Thus,  with  all  his  fears  at  rest,  all  his  fortunes  prosperous,  afl 
his.victufns  in  his  meshes,  all  his  enemies  hars  de  a&mbatt  M'Kewti 
yielded  himself  up  to  his  pleasures.  Shall  not  his  soul  take  its 
peace  at  last*;  shall  he  not  reward  himself  for  long  abstinence 
and  self-denial ;  shall  he  not  feel  himself  in  his  place  and  power, 
in  due  self-atonement  for  a  long  and  tedious  career  of  sycopium* 
cy,  and  base  submission  to  the  moods  of  others?  H'Kewn's 
best  mode  of  reasoning  taught  him  no  higlier  aim  or  nobler  pki- 
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lofsopliy  than  this.  He  was  prepared  now  to  take  his  ease  at  his 
um!  He  was  prepanng  to  look  about  him  for  a  wife,  such  as  a 
fortune,  great  as  his,  might  reasonably  command.  He  would 
have  been  pleased  to  lift  tlie  widow  Evcleigh  into  that  honored 
station;  but  the  last  inten'iew  which  he  had  enjoyed  with  that 
lady,  taught  him  the  utter  hopelessness  of  that  object — taught 
him  farther,  that,  though  she  could  by  no  means  establish  the 
truth  legally  against  him,  she  was  yet  morally  possessed  of  evi- 
dence the  most  conclusive  of  his  guilt  He  kept  hoedfully  from 
her  sight  accordingly ;  while,  under  a  new  impulse,  young  Ar- 
thur, whom  he  had  labored  industi'iously  to  corrupt,  kept  as  heed- 
fully  from  his, 

TIuiB,  apparently  secm-e,  thus  measurably  happy — satisfied 
with  himself  and  his  successes,  or  striving  to  be  so — M'Kown 
took  his  ease  at  his  plantation,  or  wore,  to  other  eyes,  the  ap- 
peai-ance  of  one  who  did  so.  He  lived  well,  sought  the  neigh- 
boring planters,  emulated  their  hospitality,  was  fi-equently  a  vis- 
iter abroad,  and  as  frequently  enteilained  his  guests  at  home. 
He  gave  good  dinners,  indulged  in  choice  wines,  and,  behig  a  man 
of  the  world,  who  had  enjoyed  a  considerable  experience,  and 
was  naturally  hitelligent,  he  proved,  in  most  cases,  a  very  excel- 
lent companion  among  tlie  persons  whom  he  was  pleased  to  seek. 

It  was  a  cold  and  cloudy  day,  late  in  November,  when  a  party 
dined  with  him.  They  were  all  good  fellows,  the  dinner  was 
served  up  in  excellent  style,  the  wines  were  fine,  the  dessert  i« 
good  taste,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  parties  extreme.  They 
sat  late — tliey  drank  freely.  It  was  a  bachelor's  establish- 
ment, and  song  and  story  spelled  the  intervals  between  tlie  sev- 
eral pledges.  Soon,  the  wines  gave  way  to  stronger  liquors. 
()ld  rum  and  fieiy  French  brandy  and  genuine  Scotch  whiskey 
took  the  place,  upon  the  board,  of  more  com*tly  spirits.  M*Kewn 
was  famous  at  hot  whiskey  punch,  and  felt  a  sort  of  national 
pride  and  pleasui-e,  presiding,  with  an  antique  Scottish  bowl  be- 
fore him,  of  immense  size,  and  the  wooden  ladle  of  curious  carv- 
ing in  his  grasp,  and  the  little  silver  tankard  smoking  before 
each  guest,  while  their  lips  smacked  with  delight,  and  their 
tongues  grew  thick  with  the  language  of  unintelligible  compli- 
ment— the  more  grateful  as  unintelligible.  The  company  dis- 
ptyrsed  at  a  tolerably  late  hour,  going  home  with  no  consciouK- 
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ness  of  dark  or  danger,  shouting  as  they  vent,  and  fortunate  in 
drivel's,  or  horses,  who  had  enjoyed  no  such  pleasant  privileges 
of  punch  as  themselves.  M*Kewn  was  left  alone  to  his  own  fan- 
cies. He  summoned  the  servants,  ordered  that  the  remains  of 
the  vessel  of  punch  should  be  taken  into  his  chamber,  and,  a  firo 
having  been  alrea(]y  kindled  there,  repaired  thither  himself. 

The  night  was  dark  and  cold,  but  the  room  was  bright  and 
waim.  Too  bright,  was  the  thought  of  M*Kewn,  since  he  ex- 
tinguished the  wax  candles  both,  which  the  negro  had  left  burn- 
ing, satisfied  with  the  sufficient  blaze  of  the  lightwood  brands 
cast  upon  the  fire,  and  of  which  an  adequate  supply  stood  ready 
nlwnys  in  a  box  upon  the  hearth.  M*Kewn  sat  in  front  of  tixe 
fire,  his  i^lippered  feet  presented  to  the  blaze.  His  sensations 
were  decidedly  comfortable.  He  was  in  affluence;  his  health 
was  ^00(1 ;  he  M'as  yet  a  comparatively  young  man ;  at  least  on 
the  sunny  side  of  fifty.  He  might  reasonably  calculate,  accord- 
ing to  existing  probabilities,  upon  a  long  term  of  enjoyment.  In 
spite  of  the  awkwai'd  doubts  in  certain  quarters,  he  was  able  to 
cotnmand  good  society.  If  he  could  not  claim  entrance  into  one 
circle,  he  had  a  very  tolerable  refuge  in  another.  He  had 
wealth,  and  wealth  can  always  buy  society,  though  it  may  com- 
mand neither  real  respect,  nor  afl*ection,  for  its  possessor.  The 
people  who  hud  spent  the  day  with  him  were  all  people  of  ex- 
cellent standing.  Good  fellowship  made  them  flexible.  They 
sneered  at  AI'Kewu  himself;  but  they  entertained  a  very  genu- 
ine respect  for  his  dinners.  There  were  some  of  them  who  aimed 
at  something  beyond  his  dinners — who,  perhaps,  would  scarcely 
have  permitted  themselves  to  dine  with  him  but  for  their  occult 
objects.  These  persons  had  maiden  sisters  or  daughters,  of  a 
rare  and  viiluous  antiquity,  whom,  for  theii*  especial  claims  to 
admiration,  they  desired  to  see  framed  in  settings  of  gold.  They 
patronized  M'Kown  to  this  end  —  no  more.  The  Scotchman 
readily  saw  through  their  schemes,  grinned  in  secret  over  tlieir 
absurdities,  but  did  not  discourage  those  hopes  by  which  he  se- 
cured himself  in  good  society.  Sitting  by  his  now  solitary  hearth, 
he  mused  with  great  complacency,  thinking  upon  these  and  oth- 
er matters.  Tlie  affair  of  Porgy  and  the  deputy  sheriff  had 
been  brought  upon  the  tapis  during  the  d.»y,  and-liad^een  dis- 
cussed with  great  frankness  on  both  sides  of  tlie  question,  as  itr 
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the  way  commonly  with  our  impulsive  planters  of  tlio  parish 
country.  Some  of  them,  most  desirous  of  conciliatinp^  M'Kown, 
wer^  loud  in  their  denunciation  of  the  violent  and  illegal  [)ro- 
ceedings  of  the  captain  of  pai*tisans.  Others  chuckled  over  it  as 
a  rare  and  admirable  jest  which  furnished  quite  an  excellent  ex- 
ample to  all  future  creditors.  Others  went  Rirthcr,  and,  moved 
by  very  eai-nest  sympathies  with  the  debtor,  professed  to  regard 
any  innovation  of  a  man's  houseliold,  on  the  part  of  a  creditor, 
or  his  legal  representative,  to  be  a  most  Impei-tinent  intnision, 
justifying  any  severity  of  treatment.  M'Kewn  heard  all,  and 
smiled  in  all  directions,  satisfied,  at  the  close,  to  say,  in  a  costive 
manner— 

"  Let  him  settle  with  the  sheriff  as  he  may,  gentlemen ;  ho 
will  have  to  settle  with  me  1  He  may  stmggle,  but  can't  escape 
me.  lu  tlirce  months,  at  least,  there  will  be  an  end  of  him,  and 
the  jest  will  be  on  the  other  side.  They  always  laugh  who  win ; 
ana  if  the  loser  has  the  mood  to  laugh,  why,  we  may  safely  suffer 
him  to  indulge  it." 

And  it  was  with  this  conviction  of  ultimate  conquest,— the 
final  overthrow  of  his  insolent  debtor — that  M'Kewn  would 
chuckle  to  himself,  sipping  at  his  whiskey-punch  the  while.  Of 
this  popular  beverage,  whose  virtues  lie  always  below  the  surface, 
aud  penetrate  much  more  than  skin  deep,  M'Kewn  had  a  snug 
silver  pitcher,  long  necked,  of  vase  fashion,  and  silver  lidded, 
standing  conveniently  beside  him  on  a  table ;  —  moderate  meas- 
ures were  poured  out  as  he  wanted  it,  into  the  tumbler  beside 
him.  He  stirred  and  sipped,  and,  tumbler  still  in  hand,  drew 
nigher  to  the  blasso ;  and,  after  a  little  while,  and  as  his  feet  began 
too  much  to  warm  before  the  fire,  he  threw  them  up  against  the 
mnnteJpiece,  thvowhig  them  wide  apart,  so  that  the  whole  pano- 
rama of  the  fiio,  the  smouldering  ruins,  the  blazing  piles,  were 
all  present  to  his  eye  through  the  frame  work  of  Iiis  pai'ted 
thigiis.  His  head  was  cast  back,  the  lids  of  his  eyes  drawn 
.down ;  he  wi^tched  the  fire  as  through  a  microscope,  taking  in 
its  small  details.  His  chair,  a  heavy  one  of  mahogany,  with  a 
great  back,  was  nicely  balanced  on  its  hind  legs.  The  tumbler, 
half  filled  with  the  grateful  beverage,  was  as  nicely  balanced  in 
his  hands.  His  mind  had  reached  that  condition  of  repose  which 
brings  about  pleasant  reveries.     M'Kewn  saw  his  future  through 
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A  magic  medium.  His  enemies  were  overthrown,  nis  course  was 
trliiui|>]iAiit,  his  wealth  underwent  hourly  increase,  the  magnates 
of  ttc  laud  were  subservient,  he  himself  had  become  a  magnate ; 
and  his  eye  had  only  to  determine  which  of  the  several  beauties 
at  his  service,  he  should  choose,  to  make  his  world  an  Eden. 

Happy  M*Kewu!  The  fates  are  busy  always  to  beguile  with 
pleasant  auguries  those  whom  they  would  involve  beyond  their 
depths.  Sometimes,  a  speck  would  appear  suddenly  on  the  face 
of  his  magic  mirror,  a  slight  cloud  pass  over  it,  a  lund  flash, 
and  he  could  fancy  distant  thunder — in  other  words,  images  of 
Porgy  and  the  widow  Eveleigh,  and  the  hateful  Bostwick,  and 
other  persons,  would  recall  to  him  suddenly  a  train  of  subjects 
suggestive  of  feai*  or  difficulty;  but  M'Kewn  found  it  easy  to  dis- 
perse these  obtnisive  shadows,  simply  by  a  renewed  appeal  to 
the  warm  whiskey-punch  beside  him.  It  was  surprising  how 
soon,  after  this  application,  the  speck  and  cloud  would  disappear 
from  the  magic  mirror  which  his  fancy  had  polished  so  well  for 
his  contemplation. 

Thus  sitting,  musing,  dreaming,  in  that  doubtful  sort  of  con- 
sciousness which  seems  to  be  equally  distant  from  absolute  sleep 
or  waking,  M'Kown  thought  he  belieid  the  waving  of  an  arm 
and  hand  before  his  half-shut  eye.  He  fancied  that  some  one 
had  taken  up  the  beaker  of  punch  which,  having  sipped  a  little 
of  tlie  contents,  he  had  just  set  down.  But  his  energies  were  fast 
yielding  beneath  the  sluggish  happiness  of  his  dreamy  mood, 
and.  though  somewhat  conscious  of  a  movement,  and  even  of  a 
sound,  he  dismissed  it  as  a  natural  suggestion  of  his  revery  itself, 
and  never  turned  his  head.  A  moment  may  have  elapsed,  or 
more,  when,  suddenly.,  a  hand  was  laid  heavily  upon  his  shoulder. 
He  unclosed  his  eyes,  and  stared.  He  was  paralyzed.  Was  it 
time — was  it  a  dream?  Did  he  really  behold  the  infernal  squat- 
ter, Bostwick,  once  more? — or  was  it  his  drowned,  thrice  damned, 
and  ever  haunted  and  haunting  ghost,  emerging  from  the  depths 
of'the  green  sea,  and  following  him  on  the  mission  of  the  furies ! 
Was  it  the  hand  of  a  spectre  or  a  living  man  that  still  rested 
upon  his  shoulder.  Was  there  mortal  speculatson  in  those  fiery 
red  eyes  that  now  stared  terrifically  down  into  his  t 
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HOW  TfTH  SQUATTER   MADE  THE  TOVAGB  TO  THE  WEST  INDIES 

In  the  eight  of  M'Kewn  nothing  cotild  be  more  distinct,  more 
Kfe-Hke  than  the  spectre.  He  looked  jast  as  he  had  seen  him  a 
thousand  times  before;  the  same  great  red  staring  ejes,  the  same 
expr^aion  in  the  face,  of  a  mixed  savage  and  canning  nature, 
tAy  at  once  and  desperate,*  the  same  small  but  sinewy  figure; 
the  same  lounging,  slovenly  carriage;  the  same  person  alto- 
gether, except,  perhaps,  that  each  vicious  quality  of  his  face  was 
exaggerated ;  the  grin  upon  bis  mouth  was  more  satyr-like ;  his 
eyes  were  blood-shot ;  his  cheeks  mottled  with  the  long  con- 
tinned  habit  of  intemperance :  his  skin  bronzed  to  a  copper,  yet 
flushed  as  with  the  hues  of  a  warm  sunset.  Was  he  indeed  a 
spectre?  Had  the  gi-ave  given  ttp  the  dead?  Had  the  seas 
thrown  up  ^eir  victim !     Did  the  spectator  really  dream  or  not  1 

M'Kewn  closed  his  eyes,  and  ag«un  opened  them,  thinking  the 
fearfbl  presence  might  then  be  gone.  There  it  stood,  and  he 
could  no  longer  doubt  the  solid  pressure  of  Hs  grasp  upon  his 
shoulder.  The  Scotchman  was  paralyzed.  Dead  or  living,  the 
appearance  of  Bostwick  was  now  a  terror.  M^Kewn  was  idmost 
in  a  state  of  collapse.  The  cold  sweat  had  silently  streamed  out 
upon  his  fabe,^is  neck,  his  breast,  his  whole  body.  His  feet, 
thrown  up  agamstthe  mantelpiece,  sank  down  to  the  floor  nerve- 
less; his  lips  parted,  but  not  for  speech;  only  in  silent  con* 
stemation.  But  his  frozen  gaze  nerer  once  fell  fWmi  that  of  his 
fearfhl  visiter.  There,  m  utter  nlence,  th6  one  stood,  the  odier 
sat,  gazing  full  upon  each  other.  Bostwick  seemed  to  take  a 
malignant  pleasure  in  fixing  and  fastening  the  other's  eyes,  as 
if  with  a  serpent*8  fascination.  After  a  little  while  he  slowly 
withdrew  his  hand,  and  coolly  turning  to  the  table,  filled  him- 
self a  stoup  of  the  whiskey-punch  from  the  silver  vetlwl,  ihId 
the  tumWer  which  M'K»»wn  had  used,  and  8Wjillow«d  ^  contents 
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at  a  single  galp*      He  laid  the  tumbler  down»  then  extended  his 
open  palm — 

"That  hundred  guineas,  M'Kewn!" 

The  spell  was  broken  as  he  spoke.  M'Kewn  began  to  re- 
cover. 

"  Why,  where  have  you  been  all  this  time,  Bostwickl" 

'"  Wher^  did  ypq  reekon  I  waa?  In  the  bottpm  o£  the  sei^l — 
In  h-ll's  blazes,  didn't  you,  and  wam't  you  mighty  glad  to  think 
so  I  But  \xA\  ain't  hot  enough  for  either  on  us  yit,  and  whep  I 
had  my  last  talk  with  the  devil,  he  promised  me,  as  how,  when 
he  did  come  for  me,  .he'd  take  you  at  the  same  time.  But  he 
don't  want  us  ylt.  He's  got  moire  work  for  botli  on  us,  on  this 
ahth.  YoH  was  intiroly  wrong,  M'Kewn,  in  ti-ying  to  git  r^d  of 
me.  You  ^aiut  do  witliout  me,  no  more  than  I  kin  do  without 
you.  WeVe  bom  for  each  oUier,  and  we've  got  to  work  together 
a  long  time  to  come  t" 

"  But  wheiiie  bAv<5  you  t^een  1" 
"Better  not  aix !  Not  edsactly  whar  you  wanted  me  to  go,  hut 
jest  on  the  edge,  as  I  may  say^  I  looked  in  at  the  door,  didn't 
like  th^  looks  of  it»  the  'commydations  they  offered  me,  and 
turned  fdio'it  rounds  It  was  a  question  whether  I  sliould  go  hi 
or  your  friends,  Drummond,  and  Bartoui  and  Forbes,  tho  cappin, 
or  me.  I  reckon 'd  the  lodgin's  woull  better  suit  them  than  me» 
so  I  let  them  take  my  place.  They're  gone  with  the  despatches 
ydu  mude  out  for  me." 

'<  What  do  yoti  mean ?     Whai  despatches?" 

"Oh!"  you  knows  JQSt  as  well  as  me,  what  it  was  you  meant 
thetn  to  do  for  m^.  But  tlie  devil,  he  cpme  to  my  help,  and 
made  the  sarvice  d'ar.  They  got  the  prcferoiice,  and  I  gin  up 
my  place  to  'em." 

"  What  place !     Wheie  are  they  ?" 

••  In  h-ll,  ef  you  wants  to  know ;  they'll  i*evcr  trouble  you 
nor  me  no  more..  Hie  dervil  put  the  ch'ice  afore  me*— either 
them  to  bum  or  mo  to  drown,  and  I  didn't  want  thi*ee  minutca 
tb  cousider.  1  kuow'd  they'd  have  to  git  uscn  to  fire  in  time  to 
eome,  so  I  thought  the  sooner  they  began  to  Taiii  the  feel  of  it, 
tho  lietter  for  tkeoi.'' 

''  {Q^tkfr  i»aitn»  6f  €rod,  B<>h' wiek,  what  do  you  mean  S  .  What 
have  you  done  If" 
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"  You're  miglity  glow  to  onderstand,  these  times.  TlmtV  from 
heving  such  a  world  of  money.  What  should  I  mean  T  Your 
friends  took  me  out  to  sea — " 

"  Is  it  possible !     Took  you  to  sea !" 

"  8het  up,  and  don't  lie  to  me.  'Tain't  no  use,  M*Kewn.  1 
know  you  like  a  book.  We  knows  one  another.  'Twarn't  on 
sea  that  they  were  the  good  fellows  they  was  on  land.  When 
we  was  in  the  *  castle/  and  imder  the  green  trees,  we  was  fi-iends, 
and  all  on  equal  tairms.  We  played  cards  together,  and  some- 
times; they  dreaned  me,  and  sometimes  I  dreaned  them.  At  sea 
the  natur'  changed.  I  was  a  man  of  the  woods ;  they  made  me 
a  man  of  the  sea.  I  could  climb  trees ;  they  made  me  climb 
ropes.  It  was  no  play  thar ;  all  work  ;  they  didn't  wait  to  win 
my  money,  by  a  fair  seven-up.  They  tuk  it  from  me  by  main 
strength  of  hand.— Tlien  I  got  the  cat !  The  cat !  You  knows, 
1  reckon,  wliat  they  calls  the  cat?" 

M'Kewn  professed  to  be  ignorant. 

"  You've  got  to  I'ani  it.  I've  promised  Old  Nick  to  do  his 
work,  on  the  very  condition  that,  when  he  gits  lUJ  both,  he  lets 
mc  treat  you  to  the  c^t  every  niglrt ;  so  that  you  may  lie  down 
with  a  sartain  softness  in  your  feelin's,  that  ain't  altogether 
sweetness.  That  cat  which  they  gin  to  me  has  left  its  claw- 
marks  on  eveiy  incb  of  my  back  and  body.  But  that  wam't 
enough  for  'em.  When  they  got  right  off  the  place  called  Bar- 
badocs,  they  holds  a  counciltation  over  me.  Wliat's  to  be  done 
with  me  —  what's  to  be  done  for  you — and  tliey  'gi'ces  'mong 
their  three  selves,  that  the  best  things  for  both  on  us,  is  to  send 
me  over  into  the  sea,  to  look  after  the  great  whale  that  swal- 
lowed .Tony,  tlie  Piiilistian  prophet — " 

"Impossible!     Did  they  really  mean  to—" 

**  Oh !  shot  up.  Lying  won't  do  'twixt  us,  'kaise,  you  see, 
v.c  knows  one  another,  M*Kewn,  and  we've  got  to  work  togeth- 
er, by  solemn  contractings,  for  the  old  horned  Satan.  Well,  tliar 
was  the  land,  jest  off  thar ;  and  the  night  was  a-coming'  on,  and 
the  sea  was  deep,  and  the  shirks  was  a-playing  about,  and  look- 
ing upward  to  the  ship  with  all-fired  hungry  noses.  And  the 
counciltation  of  Forbes,  and  Di-ummond,  and  Barton,  went  on ; 
and  they  said  these  poor  shirks  must  be  fed ;  and  this  poor  Bost- 
wick  will  give  'em  mighty  good  feeding  for  a  time ;  and  when 
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ho's  gone,  we'll  get  the  hundred  guineas  from  M'Kewn  in  place 
of  hun,  and  wc  must  git  shet  of  him  to-night :  and  so  the  conn- 
dltation  went  on.  But  the  devil  stood  my  friend,  and  he  hid 
mc  where  I  could  hear  all  the  counciltation ;  and  when  they  had 
done,  he  said  to  me — *Now,  Bost,  whether  you're  to  drown,  or 
they  to  bum.  It's  for  you  to  choose.  Thar's  the  sea,  and  them's 
the  shirks  a-waiting  for  your  supper ;  and  the  moon  goes  down 
about  midnight,  and  then  it's  for  you  to  try  the  cold  feel  of  the 
water,  and  sec  how  deep  it  is,  and  find  out  ef  thai**s  any  big 
whale  to  take  you  in,  like  Jony,  the  Pliilistian  prophet,  and  save 
you  from  tlie  shii'ks.  £f  you  waits  to  choose  ontell  the  midnight, 
the  water's  your  portion,  and  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  whar  thar's 
no  bottom.  And  when  the  brigantine  goes  up  to  the  town  in 
the  morning,  they'll  report  one  Bostwick,  fell  overboard  last 
night  and  lost,  from  takmg  too  much  liquor.'  It's  a  blessing  that 
they  gin  me  none,  and  I  was  sharp  as  a  bag'net.  Says  the  devil 
— *  thar's  one  way  to  git  out  of  danger.*  And  he  showed  me 
thi-ee  kegs  of  gunpowder  where  they  were  stowed  away ;  and 
he  told  me,  what  was  mighty  cur'ous  to  me  to  I'arn,  that  ef  that 
gunpowder  only  happen'd  to  git  the  leetlest  taste  of  the  fire,  it 
would  fly  like  old  blazes,  and  cany  everybody  up  into  heaven. 
That  was  mighty  cur'ous,  I  thought ;  and  he  show'd  me  further, 
how  a  thing  mout  be  managed,  called  '  a  train,'  and  how  a  man 
setting  in  a  boat  outside  of  the  ship,  might  jest  touch  the  fire  to 
the  train,  push  off,  and  see  the  ship  sail  up  in  the  an*,  much 
quicker  than  she  ever  sailed  through  the  water.  Well,  you  sc^ 
I  thought  that  was  better  sport  than  to  take  the  water  myself, 
and  s'arcli  afler  Jony's  whale ;  and,  with  the  help  of  Old  Homy 
I  tried  it ;  and,  sure  enough,  off  she  went,  ship  and  all,  and  tlie 
three  counsultcrs,  and  a  small  chaince  of  pussons  more ;  and  the 
people  found  me  on  the  beach,  and  who  knows  how  I  got  thar  I 
They  said  I  was  bio  wed  thar  by  tlie  gunpowder; — and  now 
M'Kewn  that  ere  hundred  guineas !" 
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CHAPTER   LXI. 

THAT  HUNDRED  QUINBAS  i 

It  was  easy  for  M*Kewn,  even  with  this  hurried  and  impcr 
feet  statement  of  the  squatter,  to  gather  the  whole  histoiy  of  his 
enfoixed  voyage,  and  the  horrible  catastrophe  by  whicli  it  was 
terminated.  The  cool  and  savage  deliberation  with  which  it 
was  delivered,  did  not,  however,  produce  any  of  those  revolting 
and  crushmg  sensations  in  the  mind  of  the  hearer,  which  might 
have  arisen  in  that "  of  any  person  of  sensibility.  M'Kewn,  like 
Lis  companion,  Was  callous  and  cold-blooded ;  of  so  rank  a  sel- 
fishness, that  sensibility  had  long  since  ceased  to  oppose  any  bar- 
riers to  cupidity ;  and  whose  shows  of  humanity  —  shows  only — 
were  simply  employed  in  deference  to  society,  and  witli  the  view 
the  better  to  promote  the  objects  of  his  desire.  Instead  of  shud- 
dering and  shrinking  at  what  he  heard,  he  was  employed  in  re- 
covering the  subdued  and  scattered  forces  of  his  mind,  in  order 
to  encounter  the  struggle  which  the  reappearance  of  the  squatter 
necessarily  tlu*eatenecl«  He  knew  the  fellow  too  well  to  suppose 
that  he  should  get  off  without  a  conflict,  and  felt  that  he  was  too 
well  understood  by  him,  to  render  available  any  of  the  ordinary 
arts  of  imposition.  The  teiins  upon  which  they  stood,  in  regard 
to  each  other,  were  such  that  neither  found  it  of  any  use  to  af- 
fect virtues  which  he  did  not  possess.  They  had  only  to  treat 
of  crime  and  its  reward,  as  of  any  matter  of  legitimate  business. 
Any  declarations  of  surprise,  any  avowals  of  good  faith,  or  sym- 
pathy, would,  he  well  knew,  be  utterly  wasted  on  the  ears  of  a 
person  who  knew  him  quite  too  well  to  be  imposed  upon  any 
longer.  Accordingly,  with  a  manner  the  most  unconcerned, 
M'Kcwn,  after  a  brief  pause,  remarked — 

**  And  that  was  the  way  you  got  rid  of  them  1" 
"  Yes ;  jest  so.    It  was  short  and  quick,  and  we  had  no  quar- 
rel^   It  was  a  private  council tation  on  both  sides,  them  three  on 
one  side,  and  Old  Homy  and  me  on  t'other.     They  were  three 
to  two,  but  we  were  a  little  too  much  of  a  match  for  'em.     It 
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turned  out  famous  well  for  mc.  The  people  of  Barbadoes  raised 
a  su'scription  for  me,  and  that  filled  my  ^lockets,  and  I  got  home 
with  a  iree  passage,  and  didn't  hev'  any  much  work  to  do; 
though  1  did  a  leetle  to  please  the  cappin.  'Tain't  quite  four 
days  sence  I  got  to  Charleston,  apd  I  pushed  up  here  knowing 
you'd  bo  mighty  glad  to  hear  of  your  friends,  and  how  you 
wouldn't  hev'  to  fill  their  pouches  any  more.  I  reckon  it's  a 
great  gain  to  you,  the  loss  of  them  men." 

'*  Gain !  It's  a  loss  to  me  of  thousands.  I  owned  one  tlurd 
of  that  vessel  and  cargo.  I  o^vned  sixty-nine  of  the  negroes  in 
her." 

"  Diccance  1  I'll  hev*  to  'low  their  valley  out  of  the  amount 
you  owes  me,  then.  It's  only  fair !  Let  me  see :  thar's  wh.at 
you  owed  me  afore  I  went  to  sea ;  we'll  reckon  that  at  a  tliou- 
sand  guineas ;  thar's  the  canying  me  to  sea  agin  my  will,  and 
only  to  pleasure  you ;  that  I  vallies  at  five  thousand  guineas 
more,  and  cheap  at  that,  I  tell  you ;  but  we'll  say  five  thousand 
— that's  six  thousand.  Then,  thar's  the  scare  I  had  from  the 
shirks  and  the  drowning,  all  on  your  account ;  that  ought  to  be 
a  thousand  guineas  more ;  then,  thar's  the  selling  my  soul  to  the 
Old  Homy,  to  get  out  of  the  hands  of  them  fellows.  A  free 
white  man's  soul  ought  to  be  worth  something,  and  well  call  it 
a  thoiisAnd  guineas  more ;  that  makes  eight  thousand ;  then, 
thar's  the  onhappiness  I  had  to  skyrocket  them  three  good  fel- 
lows to  heaven ;  that  was  a  great  onhappiness,  and  I  valley  my 
suiTei-in's  mighty  high ;  but  we'll  say  two  thousand  guineas 
more ;  and  that,  in  round  numbers,  will  be  ten  thousand  guineas ; 
and,  out  of  that,  I'm  to  'low  for  them  sixty -nine  niggers  of  your'n 
that  wont  up  in  the  skyrocketing.  I  reckon  they  mout  be  val- 
lird  at  fifty  guineas  apiece : — how  much  is  that  in  all!  Count 
up,  M*Kewn,  I'm  guine  to  'low  for  all." 

"  Pshaw !     Wliat  are  you  talking  about  ?" 

"  What  cm  I  talking  about  ?  I'll  tell  you,  and  you  may  je^ 
pick  your  ears  that  you  may  hear  it  plain.  Thar's  an  accouut 
of  life  and  death  to  settle  atween  us,  M*Kewn,  that  may  bo  set- 
tlojl  up  with  money,  ef  you've  the  sense  to  onderstand  what's 
licst  for  you.  You'll  pay  it  out  of  your  pocket,  ef  you'ipe  sensi- 
ble ;  ef  you're  a  fool,  it  comes  out  of  your  heart.  To  pay  for  it 
in  money,  won't  drcan  your  pocket ;  to  pa}'  for  it  in  blood*  inH 
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JO  nigh  to  cireau  your  body  of  aU  it's  got.  1  knows  wLat  1  says. 
I  knows  that  I  kin  bang  yoii  jest  wben  I  pleases,  and  I  don't 
owe  YOU  any  iove  that  1  should  keep  my  hands  off.  But  I  km 
sell  my  hate  and  my  love  together.  Everything  tVe  got  is  to 
sell,  ef  so  be  I'm  well  paid  for  it ;  and  you  must  buy  from  me 
at  my  pi-ices,  or  I'll  bankcomipt  you,  as  they  calls  it.  You1l 
hev'  to  feed  me  and  find  me,  me  and  my  iam'ly,  my  wife  and 
my  childien,  jest  so  long  as  you  lives  and  we  lives ;  and  you'll 
hev'  to  feed  us  well ;  and  to  begin,  I'm  a- wanting  jest  one  hun- 
dred guineas  to-night,  and  next  ^yeek,  I'll  be  a-wanting,  prehaps, 
a  hupdred  more.^  I'm  guine  to  buy  property;  I'm  guifie  hito  a 
speckilatiou  for  the  good  of  my  fam'ly.  You  hear  it  all.  I  put 
It  plain  before  you.  It's  jest  tor  you  to  say  whether  it's  peace 
or  war;  fair  tainns  or  foul;  money  or  blood  !" 

This  waa  all  plain  enough,  delivered  in  a  manner  the  most 
downright  and  direct,  the  sq^uatter  confronting  the  Scotcliman  at 
the  distance  of  a  single  pace,  and  his  band  flourishing  at  mo- 
ments in  the  very  face  of  the  latter.  When  he  had  finished 
speaking,  he  agam  turned  to  the  whiskey  pitnch,  imasked,  and 
repeated  his  draught. 

M'  Kewn  listened  with  chilled  sensations,  tie  understood  but 
too  well  the  existing  teims  between  himself  and  his  enemy.  He 
saw  that  nothing  had  be()n  exaggerated  in  the  speech  of  the 
squatter.  The  latter  tnily  had  him  at  his  mercy ;  artd  he  felt 
that  he  was  destined  to  continue  exactions,  so  long  as  Bostwick 
or  himself  should  live.  Tliere  was  no  evasion  of  the  incumbrance, 
and  tjhe  time  was  gone  by,  utterly,  when  the  employee  could  be 
put  off  or  deceived.  He  had  no  remaining  subterfuges  against 
a  foe  so  wily^  and  so  well-infonned  in  respect  to  his  character. 
Meanwhile,  the  squatter  seemed  to  amuse  himself  surveying  the 
apartment,  whidi  was  large,  lofty,  highly  finished,  richly  Inmg 
with  drapery^  and  with  fine  pictures  hanging  against  the  walls. 
A  sabre,  between  a  pak  of  silver-mounted  pistols,  was  among 
these  decorations.    The  squatter's  eye  took  in  alL 

"  You're  a-living  like  a  lighting  cock,  M*Kewn/'  said  ho,  with 

a  degagee  air  that  was  quite  distressing  to  the  Scotchman,  and 

served  to  increase  his  iiritation.    "  Now,  I'm  a-wantiug  to  live 

,  etisy  and  like  jk  fighting  cock,  too,  but  don't  you  thiijk  I'm  a- 

wantlng  to  hev'  sich  fine  things  in  my  cabin.    Tliey  doesn't  suit 
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gich  a$  mc,  and  agin,  I  doesn't  care  to  hev*  em.  What  I  wants 
is  a  sartainty  for  myself,  and  for  Dory.  That's  all;  and  the 
sartainty  must  be  a  respectable  one.  A  nice  little  house  and 
farm,  and,  prehaps,  two  or  three  niggers  to  work  in  the  field,  and 
an  old  woman  to  cook,  and  a  gal  to  be  a  sort  of  waiting-maid  to 
little  Dory." 

To  tins,  M*Kewn  only  answered  with  an  "Ah! — Well!  — 
Yes !"  but  his  eyes  followed  the  movements  of  the  squatter  with 
an  intensity,  of  interest  which  gave  them  a  wild  expression. — 
Meanwhile,  though  stalking  about,  with  an  air  of  inebriate  har- 
dihood and  indifference,  that  seemed  to  be  heedful  of  nothing, 
the  squatter  might  be  seen  to  keep  a  ftirtive  watch  on  the  Scotch- 
man, which  never  suffered  the  slightest  movement  to  escape  him; 
but  this  was  not  perceptible  to  M*Kewn.  ffighly  excited  by  hia 
own  reflections  upon  the  desperate  bondage  in  which  he  felt  him- 
self placed,  the  usual  vigilance  of  this  cool  and  subtle  strategist 
was  greatly  lessened.  His  passions  served  to  bind  him  some- 
what at  the  very  moment  when  every  facnlty  should  haVe  been 
most  acutely  sharpened  and  obsei-vant.  His  thoughts,  under  the 
influence  of  these  passions,  were  of  a  sort  to  madden  him.  Was 
there  no  escape  from  the  arrogance  of  this  enemy  1  Was  ho  to 
be  plagued  perpetually  without  any  hope  of  relief?  Was  he 
for  ever  to  be  made  to  fear  for  his  secret,  particularly  now,  when, 
this  danger  quieted,  his  position  in  life  was  so  grateful,  and  might 
become  altogether  triumphant. 

It  was  past  midnight.  The  house  was  quiet.  The  servants 
were  all  retired  and  asleep.  Nobody  had  seen  the  squatter  en- 
ter. Nobody  knew  of  his  visit.  The  rain  was  now  iklling 
heavily;  the  winds  beat  sullenly  against  the  shutter.  Night 
and  storm  were  auxiliaries  to  a  deed  of  blood.  Why  should  he 
not  quiet  the  foe  for  ever,  by  a  single  blow  ?  Why  not,  by  one 
sudden,  desperate  deed,  i*clieve  himself  for  ever  from  tliis  haunt- 
ing, haiTOwing  an'Ogance ;  this  perpetual  danger,  which  promised 
never  to  suffer  him  to  repose  in  security  t  His  eye  rested  upon 
the  pistols  which  hung  upon  the  w^all.  Tliey  were  both  loaded, 
ho  knew — charged  with  a  bmce  of  bidlets.  They  wero  such  as 
ho  could  well  rely  on.  *  Tlie  suggestion  com*sed  rapidly  tltrougfa 
his  mind.  It  gx-ew  in  force ;  it  ripened  to  conclusion ;  it  became 
a  resolution     In  a  moment,  be  sprang  to  his  feet,  whh^ed  aiide 
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the  great  chair  upon  which  he  had  been  sitthig,  and  darted  tow- 
ard the  pistols. 

But,  resolute  as  was  his  determination,  secret  and  sudden  of 
purpose,  and  prompt  of  execution,  he  was  too  late.  The  squat- 
ter knew  his  man,  had  suffered  none  of  his  movements  to  escape 
him,  and  when  M'Kewn  stretched  ont  bis  hand  to  grasp  the 
weapons  upon  the  wall,  he  encountered  the  squatter.  Bostwick 
stood  between,  and,  instead  of  arming  himself,  M'Kewn  found  a 
pistol  at  his  own  breast. 

*'  Keep  quiet,  now,  M*Kc>7n,  and  git  back  to  your  easy  chair. 
It  is  not  your  time  yit,  nor  is  it  mine.  I  don't  want  to  hurt  you, 
but  I  knows  you,  and  will  jest  keep  a  p*inter  upon  your  motions, 
tell  I  has  my  axings." 

"  Devil  I  Would  you  murder  me  ?  Wmdd  you  drive  ine  to 
madness  t" 

"  Well,  twam't  good  sense  in  me  to  be  doing  either  one,  so 
long  as  I  gits  what  I  wants  bv  easy  means.  But,  rether  tlian 
not  git  it,  I'd  kill  you  soon  enough,  and  drive  you  to  the  devil, 
and  to  madness,  and  eny  whar*  you  choose,  and  not  sp'ilp  my 
appetite  in  doing  it.  Set  you  down,  I  tell  you,  and  don't  be 
making  yourself  a  redickilous  figger !" 

"  What  is  it  you  want  ?"  was  the  demand  of  M'Kewn,  half- 
moved  to  rush  upon  the  fellow  in  defiance  of  the  pistol. 

"  Well,  that's  a  foolish  question  ai1er  all  Tve  been  a-telling 
you.  I  wants  a  leetle  of  my  rights.  To  begin — a  hundred 
guineas,  which' T  must  hev'  this  veiy  night/' 

"  That's  impossible.  1  don't  keep  money  in  the  coimtry  I" 
^"That's uofhhig  to  me.  You  must  find  it.  1  don't  quit  you, 
M*Kewn,  till  1  gits  the  gould  guineas,  one  hundred  on  'em,  in 
this  very  hand.  Set  you  down  quiet,  and  think  over  the  different 
draws,  or  holes,  whar*  you  hides  away  your  yallou-birds.  As 
for  gitting  at  the  pistols,  while  I  lias  a  pair  on  *em  myself,  cram- 
med to  the  muzzle  with  bullets,  that's  on  possible,  and  you  knows 
it.  Set  down  quiet,  and  think  over  what  you  hev'  to  do.  I'll 
give  you  time  for  the  thinking." 

3i*Klewn  drew  back  submissively,  and  sank  into  the  seat  again. 
As  he  did  so,  the  squatter  took  down  the  pistols  from  the  wall  and 
stuck  them  into  his  belt. 

'•"It's  only  a  removing  the  temptation  from  your  eyes.'* 
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This  done,  tio  tiegau  to  pace  tbe  room  lan^idly  as  before,  at 
times  humming  the  words  and  air  of  a  song  of  vulgar  Independ- 
ence, then  quite  popular  among  the  whigs,  but  the  words  of 
which  havA  on]y  in  pait  descended  to  our  times. 

**  l*v«  no  money,  I*ve  no  innds, 
Yet  I  cony  fenrleiMi  hiUkU, 
And  I  feiir  nu  lord's  communda. 
Lot  him  ihundor  txA  he  may, 
I've  tlio  ittrengih  to  do  my  part. 
Strong-  of  ami,  and  atoot  of  heart. 
And  t  do  Biit  care  " 

Here  M'Kewti's  voice  broke  in  upon  that  of  the  singer. 

"And  if  I  give  you  this  hundred  guineas,  Bostwick,  are  you 
prepared  to  deliver  up  those  papera  ui  the  box  of  Mrs^Eveleigb?" 

"  Not  edzactlj !  You  don't  git  them  delivered,  M'Kewn,  tell 
you  plank  do\i^  one  hundred  more  guineas,  on  the  nail,  and  I'll 
ixpect  you  to  do  thnl  very  thing  by  the  middle  of  next  week." 

The  Scotclunan  again  started  up  in  a  fury. 

"feasy,  M*Kewn ;  take  it  easy,  and  it'll  be  so  much  the  bettor 
for  your  narves.  You're  flurried  and  thar's  no  use  for  it.  Don't 
you  see,  now,  that  you  hev*  to  come -to  it.    Thar's  no  gittlng  off." 

M'Kewn  groaned  aloud;  then  turning  to  the  silver  flagon 
which  had  h^ld  the  punch,  he  proceeded,  with  trembling  hands^ 
to  pour  its  contents  into  a  tumbler. 

"TTiat's  right!  It'll  sicady  your  narves.  I'm  only  afear'd 
I've  left  you  too  small  a  sup !" 

"Yes!"  quoth  l^f'Kewn,  quickly.  "Pll  step  down  stain  and 
get  a  fresh  su])ply.     Youll  be  wanting  more  .ilso." 

"  Quiet,  M'Kcwn.  You  doesn't  leave  this  room  ontell  I  giia 
my  guineas." 

And,  with  the  words,  the  squatter  coolly  locked  the  door,  and 
put  the  key  into  his  pocket. 

"  Damnation,  man  I  Do  you  mean  to  make  me  a  prisoner  in 
my  own  house?" 

"  Oh  I  psho  !  shet  up  !  Wliat  made  it  your  house  any  more 
than  mine?  Only  bekaise  you  had  better  skill  in  roguery.  Ef  I 
goes  out  Tiere  onsatisfied,  M*Kewn,  your  house  goes  to  the  de\il 
and  you  'long  with  it  I  Don't  you  ondei-stand  yit,  that  I  kin 
tear  you  out  of  it,  by  the  handr  of  Johnny  Ketch,  the  bom  rope- 
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djtre^ber.  Be  sensible,  and  git  the  gnineas ;  nnd  tliiO^J  yon  may 
git  tlie  drink." 

M'Kewn  rcs\iiped  iiis  seat,  and  sternly  rcgai-ded  Ins  persectitor, 
no  longer  concealing,  or  seeking  to  conceal,  the  venonions  hatred 
of  his  heart,  betraying  itself,  without  disguise,  in  every  feature  of 
his  face. 

"Well,"  said  Bostwick,  "you're  looking  now  more  honest- 
like  than  I've  seed  you  for  many  a  day.  You'll  be  letting  mo 
hev'  those  guineas,  J  ^ce.  That's  the  right  sense.  You  hcv' 
no  chaince,  M*Kcwn.     I'm  a-ton  of  you  this  time!" 

The  .words  were  tho^e  of  tnith  and  sohemess,  however  strange, 
coming  from  such  lips.  M*Kcwn  felt  them  to  be  so.  He  had 
been  jput  hi  check  at  every  point  of  the  game,  and  to  avoid  check- 
mate it  was  necessary  to  sacrifice  a  few  pawns.  However  reluc- 
tant to  receive  this  conviction,  it  came  to  him  at  last. 

"You  shall  have  the  guineas;  but  I  must  have  the  box  t)f 
papers." 

"  All  in  good  time !  Itll  take  a  hundred  guineas  more,  I  tell 
you,  M'Kewn,  afore  you  gets  them  papers," 

"  And  when  am  I  to  have  them  ?" 

"  Next  week,  when  I  wants  the  other  hundred  guineas." 

"  And  then  ?" 

"Well!     What  then?" 

"  Am  1  then  to  be  rid  of  you  for  ever  V* 

"  For  ever's  a  long  time,  M*Kcwn,  and  I  kain't  quite  answer ; 
but  I  rothcr  think  you'll  never  be  rid  of  me ;  for,  as  I  tell'd  you, 
Old  Horny  has  promised  that  we  shall  keep  together  all  the 
time,  work  together  on  this  airth,  aiul  go  to  him  together;  and 
when  thar" — pointing  downward — "I'm  to  give  you  a  little 
taste  of  that  same  c^at  that  has  left  its  claw  mavks  all  over  my 
mortal  body." 

"  Pshaw !" 

*?  You  may  'psliaw'  as  much  as  you  please,  but  I  tell  you  — 
whether  I  seed  or  haird,  or  only  dreamed  it,  I  kaint  say — but  as 
I'm  a  living  sinner,  1  think,  I  seed  the  devil  in  his  own  natei'al 
shape ;  something  more  than  a  human,  something  loss  thau  a 
beast  —  a  mighty  fearsome  sort  of  cross  between  a  big  mnn  and 
a  wild  animal,  nara  one  nor  t'other  edzactly,  an«i  h'»kintj  a  heap 
like  both,  ani  talking  like  a  man,  so  that  I  could  (^der.stnnd! 
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and  he  tell'd  me  the  same  woixls  I  tell  you,  which  was — *Bosi- 
wick,  wlien  I  comes  for  you,  I'll  call  for  M*Kewn  at  the  same 
time.  You're  bound  to  come  together.*  Thar !  believe  it  as  you 
choose,  only  git  me  the  guineas!" 

"And  if  I  now  give  you  a  hundi'ed  guineas — " 

"  Next  week  another  hundred.'* 

"  You  will  then  give  me  up  the  pajiers,  and  rid  me.  for  ever  of 
your  presence?" 

"That  last  thing,  M*Kewu,  you  see,  ef  the  devil  speaks  tiiith 
at  all,  is  quite  impossible;  and  I  ain't  the  man  to  fly  in  the  face 
of  the  devil,  and  say  I  won't  see  any  of  his  friends.  I  reckon 
I'll  hev'  to  see  you  whenever  I  wants  money;  but  after  them 
two  hundred  guineas,  I'll  give  you  a  long  rest — may  be  for  six 
months  or  more." 

^  M*Kcwn  reflected,  and  determined  to  leave  the  pi*Qmised  secu- 
i-ity,  for  the  present,  to  the  chapter  of  chances.  To  gain  time  is 
the  great  object  with  every  politician  whom  stubborn  necessity 
threatens  to  gravel.  M'Kewn  had  a  faith  in  a  sort  of  devil 
providence.     He  meditated  to  himself — 

"If  I  can  got  the  papers  out  of  him,  and  bo  sure  of  six  months 
forbearance,  much  may  be  done — much  may  happen  m  that 
time.  I  shall  not  always  be  locked  up  and  weaponless,  in  a 
close  room.  The  pistols  need  not  always  be  upon  the  wall.  He 
may  be  found  napphig  in  turn.     In  that  is  my  hope."     Aloud — 

"You  shall  have  your  hundred  guineas  Bostwick,  now;  and 
next  week,  when  you  bring  me  the  papers,  you  shall  have  anoth- 
er hundred." 

"That's  being  sensible,  I  say." 

"But  I  must  then  be  rid  of  you.     Remember  that!" 

"  Well !  That's  jest  as  it  happens,  M*Kewn.  I'm  sure  it's 
not  you  I  wants  to  see  any  time,  and  ef  you  kin  find  out  the  way 
to  fill  my  hand  with  the  gould  chickens  when  I  wants  'em,  I'd  never 
daiken  your  door  in  a  hundred  years  of  Sundays.  But  quieck. 
]VI*Kewn;  I've  got  a  stretch  of  bad  riding  to  do  y  it  before  daypcep." 

"  The  money  is  -in  that  chest,"  said  the  Scotchman,  as  if  to 
himself.  He  crossed  the  room  toward  the  chest  with  stood  iu 
lite  «'>ppobitc  amicr,  stooped,  and  prepared  t^  open  it.  TIio  squat- 
ter's vigilance  «ii'I  not  desert  him.  His  reflections  wcie  of  thi» 
sort— unuttered.  of  course. 
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"  He*s  got  other  we'pons  in  that  chitit,  prehaps ;  other  pistols, 
loaded  with  donhle  hnllets.  He  don't  catch  this  weasel  asleep 
thb  tone !" 

M'Kewn  opened  the  chest,  which  contained  a  variety  of  things. 
There  wag  money — gold  and  silver  in  an  open  hox  ; — there 
were  trinkets  of  value,  several  large  pieces  of  plate — and,  sure 
enough,  conspicuc  is  over  all,  a  splendid  pair  of  pistols,  easy  at 
band,  ready  for  use.  The  hand  of  M*Kewn  hung  indecisively 
over  the  open  chest.  There  was  the  gold  on  one  side,  there  the 
pntols  on  the  other.  The  fingers  clutched  one  of  the  pistols. 
He  raised  his  head  cautiously,  and  cast  his  eyes  upward.  The 
squatter  stood  immediately  over  him,  with  the  muzzle  of  his  own 
fcnmidable  pistol  staring  him  in  the  face.  Bo8t\Yick,  stealthy 
as  a  wild  eat,  had  crept  behind  him,  weapon  in  hand,  and  was. 
peering  down  into  the  chest,  ready  for  any  event.  He  laughed 
aloud,  as  he  saw  the  action  of  the  Scotchman. 

*•  T'wont  do,  M'Kewn !  This  weasel  never  sleeps  when  he's 
m  the  fowl-house." 

M*Kewn  quietly  laid  down  the  weapon  he  had  grasped,  and 
gathered  up  the  gold.  The  signs  in  his  horoscope  were  not  then 
firiendly.  He  must  wait  events— *  have  patience,  and  look  to 
another  shuffle  of  the  cards.  The  money  was  counted  out,  paid 
and  received. 

"  Look  for  me  next  week,  M'Kewn,  and  be  ready  with  the 
other  hundred." 

•*  And  pee  that  you  bring  the  papers ;  for  I  tell  you,  Bostwick, 
if  I  die  for  it,  you  get  not  another  shilling  fill  I  have  the  papers." 

*•  You  shiD  hev  'era,  and  the  account  wiH  then  be  squared  be- 
tween UB,  of  all  that  happened  before  you  shipped  me  for  the 
shirks.     But  aft^r  that,  we  must  have  new  reckonings." 

**jy — ^n  his  reckonings!"  exclaimed  M'Kown,  after  he  was 
gone.  "  Oftce  deprived  of  those  papers,  and  I  do  not  fear  him. 
Hu  evidence  will  not  be  worth  a  BirsLW  in  any  court." 

The  squatter  again  popped  his  head  suddenly  into  the  chamber: 

"  I'll  leave  your  pistols  for  you,  M'Kewn,  outside  the  door, 
dowii  stairs.  But  shan^t  mo  hev  a  sup  of  that  same  liquor  to- 
getlier  afora  I  leave  you." 

*•  Begone* — no  1"    The  squatter  grinned  only — 

•*  Well,  good  nigb„  M'Kewn ;  what's  left  of  it  f" 
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CHAPTER  LXir. 

THB  SQUATTER  IN    HfS  GABtN. 

TuE  squatter  did  not  show  himself  tb  any  other  eyes  that 
night.  He  did  not  proceed  to  the  cahin  where  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren dwelt.  He  housed  himself  in  the  swamp  with  his  secret 
treasure.  He  found  this  safe.  His  fastnesses  had  not  heen 
found  out ;  his  box  of  guineas  and  papers  bad  been  undisturbed 
m  the  same  condition  as  when  he  left  it.  Grouched  in  the  hot 
low  of  the  cjprcss,  he  slept  over  it,  and  did  not  emerge  the  next 
day  till  the  sun  was  high  in  the  heavens.  Then  lie  issued  fbrth, 
;^nd  stood  still,  iir  the  shelter  of  the  woods«  but  upon  the  dry  knd. 
He  made  his  way  to  the  spring  which,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  his  dwelling,  supplied  his  family  with  water.  Thit  Was 
ouo  of  those  sweet,  secret,  unobtrusive  basins,  issuing  modestly 
from  the  eai*th  just  on  the  edges  of  the  swamp,  such  as  form  a 
peculiar  feature  in  om*  foi*est  country ;  a  little  hollow,  with  cleai 
white  sand  at  the  bottom,  and  a  grassy  fringe  all  about  it,  with 
the  waters  gushing'  out  silently  from  a  couple  of  small  eyes  in 
the  bankside.  Shaded  by  great  trees  of  the  forest,  it  was  alwaya 
cool,  and  with  a  tolerably  rapid  course  to  the  swamp,  it  was 
always  clear  and  pure.  The  squatter  knew  where  to  look  §ot 
the  calahash,  the  cup  of  gourd,  hanging  &om  a  bough  ctf  tlie'  tree 
just  over  it.  He  dipped  and  drank — drapk  deefdy  of  the  deli^ 
cious  waters — then  stooping,  bathed  his  head  and  nock  in  tk^ 
running  stream.  Thia  done,  he  threw  himself  down  among  the 
trees  beside  it,  with  an  air  of  exhaustion  and  languor  quite  vm^ 
wonted  iu  liis  usual  habit. 

In  truth,  his  appearance  was  that  of  a  diseased  and  almost  de- 
ranged man.  His  face  burned  with  fever,  his  eyes  were  bk>od- 
shot  and  prominent,  almost  seeming  to  stait  from  his  head ;  his 
mouth  lay  open,  and  he  panted  with  tlie  least  exertion.  As  he 
walked,  his  motion  was  unsteady,  and  his  limbs  tottered  be- 
neath him.  He  rose,  after  a  little  while,  a^ain  drank,  and  again 
dipped  his  head  into  the  waters.     Scarcely  had  he  left  them* 
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oiice  more  rctinug  among  t)ie  trees,  when  lius  keen  ear  detpi.vC(l 
the  sound  of  fipproaching  voices.  His  instincts  at  once  prompted 
him  to  liide  himself;  which  he  did  without  efifort,  among  the 
shnibs  near  at  hand.  Very  soon  he  behc|d  the  persons  of  the 
intruders.  These  were  no  other  than  young  Arthur  Eycleigh 
lUteudiug  l^is  own  pretty  daughter. 

Dory,  whom  he  had  not  seen  before  now,  since  his  return, 
was  jvondprfuUy  improved.  She  had  gyown  evidently  taller  in 
six  mpuths.  She  was  now  at  that  interesting  pcno4  of  life  when 
the  girl  may  be  said  to  glide  into  the  woman.  She  was  preco* 
cious,  and  her  air  and  ipapner  were  in  advance  of  her  ypars. 
She  had  caught  up  quickly,  in  her  occasional  visits  to  Mrs.  Eve- 
leigh,  t)ie  g^ces  of  a  higher  sphere  of  life  th^n  that  to  which 
she  belonged,  and  it  was  with  a  natural  piide  that  the  eye  of  the 
squatter  beheld  the  mixed  ease,  simplicity,  and  animation  of  her 
movemeptS'  Qer  features  were  as  beautijtil  as  ever ;  her  form 
showed  to  more  advantage  in  the  better  costume  which  the  wid- 
ow ha4  provided  licr;  the  lively  flashing  of  her  eye,  and  the 
clear,  silvery,  iiutelikjB  accents  of  her  voice,  declared  a  pure 
happin^.^s  oi  the  heart,  such  as  she  had  seldom  before  betrayed 
11^  the  si  gilt  of  her  father. 

At  the  first  sight  of  his  child,  the  heart  of  the  squatter  bounded 
within  him,  with  a  pleasurable  and  exulting  sensation.  She  was 
At>  J  She  was  the  only  one,  perhaps,  of  all  his  household,  who 
had  somehow  found  the  way  to  his  rugged  and  spasmodic  affec- 
tions. But,  after  a  few  moments,  the  natural  selfishness  of  a  bad 
heart  suggested  that  the  girl  had  improved  in  grace,  beauty, 
he^h,  find  showed  i|]nproved  fortune^,  and  joy,  and  hope,  and 
animation,  though  he  the  father  had  been  a  wanderer — though 
he  had  been  tossed  about  i^rearily  in  distant  lands,  in  dread,  and 
strife,  an4  danger  —  and,  for  all  she  knew,  might  be  dead, 
drowned,  or  sacrificed  witli  brutal  ferocity  to  the  vengeance  of 
his  enemies. 

For  a  while  the  bitter  feeling  inspired  by  this  reflection  pre- 
dominated over  all  others.  -But  this  disappeared  when  he  looked 
upon  Arthur  Eveleigh,  and  witnessed  the  lively  interest  which 
that  young  man  seemed  to  take  in  his  beautiful  child.  Dory 
carried  a  bucket,  with  which  she  designed  to  bring  water  from 
the  Bjppipg'    ft  WAS  not  a  large  or  weighty  vessel,  biit  4rf^>"'' 
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would  have  snatched  it  from  her,  and  carried  it  liimself,  but  she 
refused  and  jerked  it  away,  and,  laughing  sportively  at  Lis  at- 
tempts, darted  from  him,  flying  like  a  fawn,  and,  reaching  the 
spring  before  him.  He,  of  course,  pursued,  and  a  playful  strag- 
gle took  place  at  the  spring  as  to  who  should  fill  the  bucket. 

"Not  you,  Arthur!"  said  the  child,  keeping  always  in  mind 
the  superior  social  position  of  her  companion. 

"  But  why  not,  Doiy  ?  I'm  the  ablest,  the  strongest,  and  it's 
not  right  that  a  girl  like  you  should  do  such  things.  I  will  All 
it." 

"  Well,  you  may  help  me.  I'll  fill  it  half,  and  you  shall  fill 
the  other." 

"  Very  well ;  but  I  want  some  to  drink,  Dory.  You  fill  the 
calabash  for  me,  and  I'll  fill  it  then  for  you.  You  want  to  drink, 
I  suppose  ?" 

"  Yes  !  I'll  do  that !  There  !"  and  she  handed  him  the  sim- 
ple gourd  filled  with  the  sweet  and  sparkling  waters. 

He  insisted  that  she  should  drink,  but  she  refused  resolutely, 
and  ho  did  not  press  it,  but  satisfied  his  thirst,  threw  away  the 
water  remaining  in  the  cup,  stooped,  rinsed  it  in  the  ranning 
stream,  then  dipped  up  a  fresh  supply  of  water.  His  carriage 
was  gently  solicitous,  fond  and  playful,  but  studiously  considerate 
and  respectful.  Between  them  the  bucket  was  filled  finally,  but 
not  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  They  prattled,  the  girl  and 
boy,  over  every  gourd  of  water  which  they  lifted  up ;  and  when 
they  were  done,  Arthur  seized  upon  the  bucket  and  proceeded 
to  bear  it  off. 

"  Oh !  you  mustn't,  Arthur ;  mother  wiH  be  vexed  if  she  sees 
you  doing  such  work." 

"  Work,  indeed !  why  it's  nothing  to  me,  Dory,  to  carry  it." 

"Yes,  but  I  can't  let  you;  mother  will  thmk  it's  unworthy  of 
you."  And  she  seized  upon  the  handle,  but  Arthur  refused  to 
yield  it. 

In  pulling  opposite  ways,  the  water  began  to  spill ;  then,  as 
by  mutual  consent,  the  two  set  the  vessel  down,  and  suddenly, 
before  Dory  could  suspect  his  purpose,  Arthm*  had  seized  her 
about  the  waist,  and  bestowed  a  sudden  kiss  upon  her  burning 
lips. 

"  Oh  1  Arthur,  you  promised  me  you  wouldn't  do  so  again.*' 
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"  Well,  why  did  yon  fight  with  me  for  the  bucket,  Dory,"  was 
the  pert  reply  of  the  boy. 

"I  didn't  fight  with  you.  You  know  I  ought  to  carry  it. 
Mother—" 

"  Oh !  don't  tell  me  about  your  mother.  You  arc  always  talk- 
ing as  if  she  was  the  greatest  scold  in  tlie  world.  Now  I  know 
she  never  scolds  you  at  all.  So,  no  more  of  that,  Dory.  Yon 
take  one  side  of  the  handle,  and  1*11  take  the  other,  and  we'll 
carry  the  bucket  so  together." 

The  compromise  was  acceptable,  and  the  two  disappeaied  with 
their  biurden,  prattling  away  all  the  secrets  of  their  young  hearts, 
never  once  dreaming  who  had  been  the  listener.  When  they 
were  gone,  the  squatter  fell  into  a  fit  of  musing,  in  spite  of  his 
feverish  and  suffering  condition,  for  he  now,  himself,  felt  that  he 
was  really  ill. 

"  Ef  he  would  marry  her  now,  she'd  desarve  it.  She's  a  most 
beautiful  and  blessed  looking  child  as  I  ever  did  see.  She's 
beautiful  and  sweet  enough  to  be  the  wife  of  any  man.  But 
'tain't  possible  that  sich  a  thing  could  happen.  His  mother  would 
be  agin  it.  When  he  grow'd  a  httle  older  and  more  knowing, 
he'd  be  agin  it.  People  would  talk.  He'd  hear  'em  speak  of 
the  Squatter  Bostwick.  He'd  hear  'em  tell  of  how  she  was  the 
child  of  a  poor  man,  that  lived  in  a  cabin ;  and  who  was,  alto- 
gether, a  most  bad  man,  and  a  rascal.  And  how  could  he  stand 
that?  No  !  he  couldn't  stand  it  He  couldn't  mai-ry  her:  and 
80  there  must  be  no  love  doings  betwixt  'em.  I  must  take  care 
of  that !  Dory  is  too  blessed  a  child  to  hev  a  man  fooling  about 
her  when  he  can't  never  marry  her :  and  I  must  take  care  of 
her ;  and  I  must  take  care  of  him ;  and  ef  I  finds  him  at  eny 
mischief,  I'll  put  a  knife  into  him  jest  as  soon  as  I  would  stick 
a  pig,  and  a  great  deal  sooner  too." 

Again  the  squatter  moved  down  to  the  spring,  and  drank.  He 
was  r.eally  suffering. .  He  lounged  or  lay  about  in  the  woods  for 
some  hours.  Why  he  still  kept  away  from  his  cabin  and  his 
family,  it  would  be  difficult  to  conjecture.  But  he  only  drew 
nigh  to  it  at-night ;  and  then,  under  a  sense  of  sufferiug  which 
rendered  him  inaccessible  to  the  sense  of  fear.  He  foimd  his  way 
in  at  last,  and  immediately  took  to  his  bed.  His  illness  increased. 
His  wife  gave  him  some  simple  medicines,  but  they  afforded  him 
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no  relief.  For  several  days  Lc  lay  upon  a  coucb  of  pain,  without 
Buccor,  tbe  excitement  of  his  mind  increasing  with  the  increase 
of  fever.     At  length  he  called  Doiy  to  his  bedside. 

"  Doiy,  you  must  go  to  M'Kown  for  me.  You  know  M'Eewu. 
You  kuDw  where  be  lives  ?" 

"  ^es,  father !  1  saw  him  when  I  was  staying  with  Mrs.  Eve- 
leigb.'* 

"  What !  you  staying  with  Mrs.  Eb'leigb  1  But  never  mind 
that  now.  You  must  go  to  M'Kewn,  and  tell  him  to  come  to  me 
to-night ;  I  wants  liim.  I  must  see  him  here ;  and  don't  yon 
take  any  'senses,  you  bear !  He  must  come.  Tell  him  I'll  fix 
the  thing  for  him.  He  shall  bev  the  papers,  but  tell  him  be  sure 
to  bring  the  gould.  And  look  you,  Dory,  don't  you  let  anybody 
see  you.  Take  the  short  cut  through  the  woods ;  and  don't  yon 
be  guine  now  to  the  widow's  and  don't  you  let  anybody  know 
nothing  of  who  sent  you,  and  wbar  you're  a  guine.  Now,  you 
i>/iderstand  T 

"  Yes,  father.'* 

•♦  Well,  let  me  bear  what  you've  got  to  do  and  say.'* 

She  repeated  his  instmctions. 

"Very  well;  and  now  be  off  as  soon  as  you  kin.  I'm  m  a 
hurry,  you  see." 

The  girl  obeyed.  Of  what  nature  was  the  huiTy  of  which  the 
squatter  spoke,  he,  perhaps,  had  no  certain  consciousness ;  but 
he  soon  made  it  apparent  to  his  wife  that  his  mind  was  unsettled. 
He  called  her  up,  as  soon  as  Doiy  was  gone,  and  said :  — 

"  When  M'Kewn  comes  here  to-night,  you  must  d'ar  out  with 
the  children.  You  kin  bev  a  fire  made  up  in  the  woods,  and 
keep  warm  while  we're  a  talking  together.  We've  got  a  lone 
talk  to  do  together.  We've  got  a  heap  of  business.  I'm  a  guine 
to  buy  a  fai-m  for  Dory,  and  yon  and  the  children  can  live  with 
her  when  she's  mai*ried,  I'm  guine  to  buy  her  some  niggei-s, 
and  fix  her  up  handsome  in  the  world.  She  shan't  be  a  beggar 
child  eny  longer.  You  hear  to  that,  and  ef  you  takes  the  right 
care  of  her  ifll  be  all  tlie  better  for  you.  Do  you  hear  to  that? 
Give  me  some  water  to  drink.     I'm  consuming  thairsty." 

She  gave  him  the  water.  He  drank,  and  rose  from  the  bed  ; 
but  staggered  from  weakness.  The  wife  urged  him  to  lie  down 
again,  but  be  replied  sharply  — 
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^Oit  out,  and  don't  meddle  wliar  you  don't  ^derstaild.  GU) 
along  now,  and  put  jonrself  on  the  road  leading  to  the  pinelands, 
and  see  ef  thar*8  nobody  about,  and  come  and  tell  me  quick." 

She  did  so,  and  duiing  h<^r  abnc^ce  he  proceeded  to  dress  him- 
aelf,  which  he  did  with  evident  effort.  lie  was  feeble,  had  taken 
little  or  no  nourishment,  and  was  sustained  only  by  the  excite- 
ment of  fever,  and  a  will  that  would  not  suffer  him  to  admit,  even 
to  himself,  the  extent  of  his  sofferings.  By  the  time  that  he  had 
finished  dressing  himselfrhis  wife  returned.  The  road  was  clear; 
there  was  nobody  to  be  seen,     fie  prepared  to  go  foilh. 

You're  not  going  out?"  she  as^ed. 

•*  What's  it  to  you  ef  I  am  ?     Mind  your  own  business.'*  • 

He  disappeared,  and  was  absent  a  full  hour.  When  he  return- 
ed, he  brought  with  him,  wrapped  up  in  the  folds  of  his  cloak, 
the  box  of  Mrs.  Eveleigh,  containing  the  papers  and  the  stolen 
treasure,  with  the  hundred  guineas  additional  he  had  received 
from  M*Kewn.  The  wife  saw  that  he  carried  something  with 
bim,  but  she  was  not  penpitted  to  know  what.  He  couched  it 
beneath  the  bed-clothes  where  he  lay,  sinking  upon  the  couch  in 
ntter  exhaustion  as  he  did  so.  The  day  passed.  In  due  season 
Dory  returned,  bringing  a  message  from  M*Kewn,  who  promised 
to  c<»me  as  required. 

**  Good !"  said  the  squatter,  languidly  smiling  upon  the  child. 
**  You're  a  beauty  of  the  forest.  Dory,  and  I  love  you,  and  you 
ahiU  hev  a  form  of  your  own,  Dory,  and  niggers  to  work  for  you, 
Asd  a  nice  little  waiting-maid  servant  o^your  own — all  of  your 
own." 

*' Thank  ye,  father;  and,  father,  I  want  you  to  let  me  read  to 
you  now,  out  of  this  book." 

''  The  Bible !  no,  none  of  that  now;  for  I've  got  dealings  with 
the  devil  to-night,  or  one  that's  a  bom  brother  of  the  devil,  and 
I  don't  want  any  good  lessons  when  I've  got  to  deal  with  such 
sorts  of  persons.  Shet  it  up.  Dory,  and  jest  you  sit  by  me  now, 
and  sing  for  me  some  soft  sweet  little  bit  of  a  song.  But,  first, 
give  me  some  water." 

** Father,  oughtn't  you  to  take  physic?" 

""Well,  ef  I  know'd  what  physic  to  take.  Dory ;  but  I  don't." 

••  There's  a  Doctor " 

**  Jeat  stop,  now,  and  don't  you  tell  me  of  doctors,  now      I 
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bev'nt  g^ot  money  to  give  to  doctors.  1*11  want  all  tO  buy  youf 
farm  and  niggers." 

"  Oh  !  don't  mind  that,  father,  hut  send  for  Doctor .** 

"  Shet  up !  You  don't  know  what  you're  a  8a3ang.  I  must 
mind  that.  I've  got  nothing  else  but  that  to  mind.  I'm  aguine 
to  make  you  a  lady,  Dory,  so  that  you  shill  be  able  to  marry  a 
fine  groat  gentleman  some  day.^' 

"But.  father— " 

**  Shot  up,  and  jest  sing,  that's  All.'* 

The  child  obeyed,  and  she  sang  for  him  a  well-known  rustic 
ditty.  He  shut  his  eyes,  and  seemed  to  slumber;  and  sometimes 
watching  him,  sometimes  singing  to  him,  and  answering  his  calls 
for  water,  the  day  sped  away,  and  the  still  watches  of  the  night 
come  on.  As  the  wife  lighted  her  dipped  candles  in  the  chamber, 
the  squatter  started  up. 

"It's  night,  and  that  devil  M'Kewn's  not  come." 

"  It's  just  dark,  father,  I  reckon  hell  be  here." 

As  she  spoke,  the  hoofs  of  a  horse  were  heard. 

"Tliat's  him,  I  knows,"  said  the  squatter.  "And  now,"  he 
continued,  addressing  his  wife,  "  do  you  cl'ar  out,  as  I  told  you, 
and  take  Dory  and  the  children  with  you,  and  make  up  a  fire  in 
the  woods,  and  don't  be  poking  about  here  to  listen,  for  when  a 
man's  got  to  talk  with  the  devil  and  his  angels,  he  don't  want 
etvy  body  to  lipar  the  bargain  he  makes.'^ 

In  a  few  minutes  M'Kewn  tapped  at  the  door,  was  admitted, 
and  the  wife,  with  her  children,  disappeared.  The  door  was  care- 
fully fasteneil,  and  the  two  crimuials,  colleagues  no  longer,  irera 
alone  together. 
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THS  SKRIMMAeB  AT  OLgN-BBBBI^BY,  AND  BOW  IT  BNUBD, 

Fbqia  tWc^nn  of  the  squatler  to  the  maneicBi  of  tbe  jpltRtV 
is,  with  m^  now,  aa  it  freqtiaQtlj  it  ia  fact«  ffufy  %  atom's  thfom. 
Let  ua  pass  6pom  oi^  to  the  other.  The  holt  has  deseei^ecl. 
Gaptaiq  Pc^fy  is  in  tribuktion^  The  shoriA  with  ik^  po^if 
comiUUu^  is  at  Glen-iEberley,  There  is  gveai  conl^sion,  in  the 
garrison.  It  is  a  garrison,  howiQver»  well  defended^  The  doors 
are  all  barred  and  bolted.  From  the  appjor  inpdowat  SecgeatH 
MiUhonse  and  Toin>  the  cook*  are  heeping  wateb,  amodto  the 
teeth*  The  obtain  b  moving  from  chamber  to  chamber*  hfeatk- 
ing  defiance.  There  ia  warjcai^  oat  for  his  arrest.  He  tfvears 
that  his  person  shall  never  be  disbonoced  hj  tibe  touch  of  the 
f&MjaS.  .  Meanwhile,  that  o£5cer,  with  his  my0nidonsi  hUs  -eom- 
roned  the  dwelling.  They  have  faUed  to  ^aptnre  the,ne|gpx>ei, 
who  are  all  off.  Tom,  and  tiiat  imliqne  motbet  of  many ./'  gine- 
rations,"  old  Sappho,  only  excepted^  Appriaed;  of  tine  appraiach 
of  the  enemy,  Lance  Frampton  was  deputed  by  MUlhouse  to 
take  charge  of  the  negroes,  and  house  them  In  the  swamp.  TUb 
doty  done,  he  was  to  act  as  a  scovting^piurj^^  making,  proper  eflbrto 
to  reliere  the  garrison*  by  throwmg  ia  provistona,  whenever  op- 
portunity should  oftr* 

The  sh^rifl^  mefSBwhile,  sustained  by  Orooks,.tka  omoh^siiffMr- 
ing  depoty,  who  ^tenaciously  sought  hk  own  xeiwigc^  nfith  some 
half  doaen  anxiliaiy  bulV^dogs  of  the  courts,  was  y^  bewildered 
with  the  difficulties  of  his  situation;  provoked  by  the  perverse 
and  utterly  useless  obstinacy  of  Porgy,  yet  half-laughing  at  the 
military  resolve  to  convert  his  house  into  a  castle  at  a  period 
when  the  mailed  coat  of  the  soldier  was  in  duty-  bound  to  give 
place  to  Ate  gown  of  the  civilian.  The  sU^Cs  natural  good 
humor  and  love  pf  good  fellowship,  were  in  confiiti  witli  his 
official  dignities  and  duties.    And,  now,  under  the  trcrn  in  ti»e 
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avenue,  he  sat  in  consultation  with  bis  forces.  They  did  not 
dare  to  venture  within  a  hundred  yards.  They  had  ahready  tried 
the  defences  and  were  warned  off;  sullen  looking  rifle-muzzles 
protruding  firom  port-holes  cut  in  the  shuttered  windows,  and 
pistols  swaying  out  dgnificantly  through  broken  panes  of  glass  in 
the  upper  story. 

While  thus  they  sat,  in  front  of  the  sti-ong  and  well-manned 
garrison  which  they  had  summoned  in  vain  to  surrender,  they 
were  threatened  by  unexpected  dangers  in  the  rear.  Lance 
Frampton,  having  securely  housed  the  fugitive  negroes,  was 
making  the  oiituit  of  the  plantatbn,  when  he  beheld  two  strange- 
looking  persons  approaching.-  One  was  an  exceedmg  tall  man, 
something  over  fifty,  lean,  lank^  long;  of  dry,  wUhered  aspect; 
simple  as  skinny  of  visage,  but  with  something  in  his  fkce  that 
pronounced  him  a  character.  His  companion  was  altogether  a 
different  person,  of  middle  size,  well  built  without  being  stout,  of 
a  fiiU,  ttmk,  fair'  countenance,  fine  complexiou,  light  blue  eye, 
which  twinkled  merrily  when  he  spoke,  and  a  joyous  laugh,  like 
the  rin^g  of  a  bird  note,  that  you  could  hear  a  mile  off.  Both 
of  them  carried  rifles,  and,  with  their  arms,  equipments  and  dress, 
were  altogether  just  such  persons  in  appearance  as  were  Oaptain 
Porgy  and  his  comrades,  as  we  beheld  them  when,  homeward 
bovnd,  they  first  left  ^e  camp  of  Marion. 

It  iras  Frampton's  present  duty  to  overhaul  these  strangers. 
'Th^  might  be  additional  fbrees  of  the  sheriff  whom  he  was 
bound  to  cut  off.  Be  resumed  aU  the  strategic  praedce  that  he 
had  acquired  in  the  war;  tied  his  horse  in  the  woods  and  stole 
under- cover  toward  die  starangers,  who  were  b^yth  on  foot.  One 
fif  them,  by  the  way,  the  tall  man,  carried  an  enortnon^  sack 
tpbn  his  shodders^  which  stuck  otit  In  every  ^Krllction;  the  other 
bore  a  little  :ir«lleC,  ^f  leather,  which  hung  out  fipon  tito  end  of 
his  rifle.  When  they  approached  sufiiSiently  nigh,  Frampton 
leaped  out  with  a  joyful  cry  to  meet  thern.  He  knew  them  at  a 
glance. 

"What,  C^eoTgef*'  he  cried,  to  the  younger  of  the  two, — ^"Is 
It  youf  *  and,  "Doctor,  I  am  really  glad  to  see  you.*' 

The  parties  have  been,  more  tlmn  once,  6nbj<^  of  remtek  in 
our  narrative.    TOiey  were  old  fbUowem  of  Porg^;— the  ene 
Doctor  Oakenburg,  a  culler  of  simples  and  catdtor  of  sndMs  ^ 
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"both  oi  wlucfa  his  Mok  wm  nowfbll;  tmnbled  in,  in  old eonfiukm. 
with  shiiis  and  breeches,  and  other  body -gear  ;-<- the  other  was 
nolefs  aper8oiiihan()eorgel)enniflon,thepoetof  thepaitisaiis^ 
of  whom  PoKgjr  had  been  alvaya  very  foad»  and  whoil  he  was. 
required  to  defend  very  freqnen^^  agiinst  tha  ntyftacian  pUloso- 
phiea  of  Millboase*  The  nteetiBg  an  both  sides  was  recy  joyous} 
the  wekome  of  iVamptan  was  delivered  in  earnest  These  wera 
aoxiliarias^  alli^  whom  he.  took  for  granted,  woold  raadily  ode 
with  him  against  the  sheriff.  Upon  Dennison  he  oosdd  pat  re 
liance.  Oakenbiurg  was  one  who  had  no  relish  for  danger;  and 
iiow,  when  told  of  the  predicament  in  which  Porgy  stood,  and 
asked  if  he  would  not  eo*operate  for  his  relief,  he  avowed  his  read* 
iiiess  to  do  so  only  on  condition  that  he  was  required  to  ''  ac^  in 
a  sitnalion  which  should  be  one  qfperfsci  itom%ty'\  The  pbrsse 
was  one  to. which  all  his  assoeiates  had  been  accustomed  for 
years;  and  yet,  though  ^stipulating  thus  always^  he  had.  gone 
through  several  campaigns  without  absolutely  skulking  from  any 
fight.  His  profesttooal  rile  was  something  of  a  proleetioa,  it  ii* 
true;  but  it  was  notorious  that  a  patient  was  never  in  more  dan*- 
ger  than  when  Oakenburg  promised  to  save.  him.  Dennison  was 
delighted  frith  die  notions  <^  woum venting  the  shaiff,  and  read- 
Qy  fell  into  all  the  plans  which  Lance  presented.  His  scheme 
was  suddenly  to  fall  upon  the  party  of  the  sheriff  in  the  rear,  and) 
by  giving  a  proper  signal  to  the  garrison,  effect  a  simultaneous 
movement,  by  which  the  two  parties*  poshing  forward  at  the 
same  momentr  might  utterly  surprise  and  capture  the  myrmidons 
of  the  law  together*  at  one  single  swoop.  It  was  calculated  that 
a  mere  demonstration  from  front  and  rear,  at  the  same  moment, 
would  enable  them  to  succeed  in  theic  object  without  shedding 
a  drop  of  blood.  Omr  partisans,  it  will  he  seen  from  this,  had 
but  very  little  notion  of  the  valor  of  those  who  had  served  only 
in  the  chambers  of  the  law. 

Frampton*8  plans  were  soon  completed.  His  companions  were 
both  armed,  as  we  have  said.  They  submitted  to  his  directions. 
He  brought  them  down,  under  cover  all  the  way,  until  they  lay 
perdu,  each  with  the  bead  of  his  rifle  prepared  to  tell  upon  an 
enemy's  button.  To  establish  a  communication  with  the  garri- 
son was  the  next  object  To  effect  this — having  given  Dennison 
full  instructions  as  to  what  he  and  Oakenburg  should  do,  and  at 
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"wkflt  moment'-- Fr&mpton  stole  awuyv  mti  (hey  Miit  sight  of  hhn 
for  hfHf  an  boor.  In  this  time,  ho  macte  lus  wajr,  unseen  bj 
those  intko«t»  to  the  direlKng,  and  hf  sigdaAs  (ircirioiiily  agveed 
upon  i»itk  HiHhoiflse,  Icmnd  adn^ttrntice;  Ela  sdieme' was  dnly 
refMrtod,  mptdly  ooMidenMl,  aa4  engiriy  reeoli^  npon.  Pevgj 
was  now  in  sueli »  state  of  eiwitcBiwt,  thatthe  Mrm'sfebpped  to 
reason  upon  aisy^poitkm  of  die  aBaiv  b«l  tfhe  ptdbaUiity  o#  its 
snecesa.  An  enterprise  of  this  natnie  easxieil  him  baek  to  the 
f  amillav  flliafalanis  of  several  esc^ilfing  yean.  He  tfaooght  of  the 
sortie,  ite  beauties,  its  modus  operokdi ;  the  sally,  the  shout,  the 
triumph  ;*->-neTe]«  stace  of  thb  laW|  the  sacred  obavacter  of 
the  sheriff--' the  awfol  powers  ol  ^e  eourta ;  the  state  and  its 
emraiged  dignities! 

fVampton  had  now  disappeared,  and'  the  ganrlsen  beat  to 
arms.  Povgy  appevred  in  the  hatt  ii^  Ml  armor ;  Millhonse  wma 
^re,  wMh  Ms  subre  wa^rftig  jn  air:  Tom  carried  e  sabre  also ; 
a  riie  wfUr  dmig  npbn  his  shoulder,  as  nposn  his  master's;  and 
there  were  pistols  in  ererybody's  belt.  We  must  not  forget  to 
•  mention  one  fact,  however,  that*  wSM  as  w«s  omnsaptain  of  pan- 
tiiatts,  he  took  specwl  care  that  none  of  the  wea|>on8  sboald  be 
charged  with-  ball.  Good  beavy  ohas-ges  of  powder,  wiell-wadded, 
were  thrust  into  the  gum  and  pistols ;  b«t  nothing  more  heavy. 
Our  captain's  akn  was  to  surprise,  to  sceiie,  abd  to  capture  or 
disperse  hn  enemy.  He  made  Lance  Frampton  and  HiDhtese 
mderstand  thib  matter  eleariy;  and  was  partictdarly  heedful 
^at  they  should  see,  that,  however  willhig  to  violate  die  Uwa 
in  some  respects,  he  was  yet  scrupulous  that  no  blood  should  be 
shed. 

We  are  not  piepared  te  say  that  he  felt  no  anxieties  on  this 
head,  since  any  encounter  of  the  soit  m«|t  necessarily,  even  wkk 
Che  best  purposes  of  ferbearanee,  on  the  side  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties, be  of  doubtful  accidents ;  but,  in  truth,  Ins  own  excited 
temper  did  not  suffer  him  very  profoundly  to  meditate  the  pos- 
sibilities of  the  experiment.  The  watch  above  stairs,  meanwhile, 
duly  reported  progress.  Signab  were  momendy  expected,  and 
our  gamson  stole  down  the  inner  stairs  to  the  basement,  |nepMed 
to  rush  from  under  the  porch  upon  the  sheriff's  party,  as  soon 
as  Frampton  oonid  be  heard  from.  He,  meanwhile^  made  hie 
way  to  fak  new  allies,  Dennison  and  Oakenbug.    The  betler 
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to  enemiKig^  the  kitlwr  t^  amdndty,  tbe  lieuMiant  deserfbed  tb# 
*  affair  as  a  furious  jest  only.  The  wi^drawal  of  the  bullets  ham 
an  their  weapons  seemed  to  ocmfintt  thik 
.  ''Btit/'  fMiys  the  ]]euten»R<«*«^<you  must  leek  >  air  if  b  earnest, 
aod  behave  just  aft  if  ^ 'was  all  msl  and  serioos  fighting  T^^e 
the  only  way  to  scaye  iP§  theee  felleva  Tbey  aint  used  to 
fighting,  and  h  f&ft  randeixi  shots*  siid  a  good  big  shouliag^  will 
be  pretty  siiro  to  do  thefp  business^  partiedluriy  whieh  tb€f|r  see 
us,  on  one  inde,  and  the  captain  aodf  his  nes  «q  t'other^  rbshing 
on  like  mad,  tod  flourishing  pistols  and  bsoadtwiirds.  That's 
all  we  shall  hare  to  do."  \ 

Dennison  was  eager  fbv  the  inn,  (andt  now  tiiat  it  seemed  so 
bnocent,  Oakenburg^  wa»  not  -mtrnkdy.  Qmetfy»  thetkree  stole 
toward  the  sheriff's  party»  in  sllenoe  the  most  pfofiNtod^  as  long 
as  they  could  pos^il^y  approadl  without  diMovcr^.  fVantptOQ^ 
on  this  progress,  had  separated  fttm  die  two^aad  taken  another 
direction,  which  enabled  hitn  to  act  between  Ihe  several  parties^ 
He  was  to  give  the  signal,  discharging  a  pistol^  and  mihing  into 
sight,  though  at  a  greater  Stance  froai  the  oneoay  than  either 
of  the  otiier  pasties.    This,  lifter  a  little  intenral,  be  did. 

His  pistbl-ehot,  his  fierce  halloo,  and  hk  rush»  ftt>in  out  tk^ 
covert,  was  fblldwed  In  a  few  seeotids  by  a  teiiR>le  uproar  horn 
the  court  ot  the  dwelHug ;  and,  directly  after,  from  Dennlsen 
and  his  companion  :  Oakenburg  had  ftimooe  lungs,  if  his  courage 
was  wanting  In  firmneM.  He  could  roar  like  an  alligater,  and 
his  bellowings  shook  the  wood.  The  sheriff  and  has  pluty  were 
at  once  on  their  feet.  They  were  envirmed  witk  danglerd. 
They  knew  not  which  way  to  turn.  Their  consternation  was 
evident  at  a  glance.  The  shetiff  ww»  ibih,  hab  ^tiipiised^.  his 
immediate  ally,  Cuooks,  whoso  <ywn  r^ve«gea  #oe  tevitD  uppel^ 
tnoBt  iii  his  mind,  wks  ready  ibr  battle,  so  far  as  a^eftite  was 
coiicerned ;  but  he  was  divided  between  three  fires.  The 
one  great  bully,  whom  they  had  broa^it  with  them*  and  Who 
had  never  in  his  life  shrunk  from  fist  or  bludgeon*  now  showed 
a  very  different  efpMt,  when  pistols  and  rifiee  were  introduced 
into  the  discussion.  He  had  a  very  wholesome  reluctance  to  an 
ktinoisftkere  abodt  to  be  impregnated  with  gm^wdeiL  ,At  tbe 
rery  ifk  <^ut  And  shot  (wHickeiuM  together)  lie  stsojted  eff 
W  a  run,  and  was  knocked  down  by  the  fitriouiri  Oveok%  ai  Im 
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was  makhig  off.  He  scarcely  sdrred  agafai  until  tke  affur  was 
over — until  the  firing  had  fiurly  ceased. 

Meanwhile,  the  sevend  parties  performed  their  separate  duties 
with  admirable  concert.  On  a  sudden,  the  corpulent  might. of 
Captain  Porgy,  like  a  joung  buffalo^  mi^t  i>e  seen  emerging 
fr6m  the  cover  of  lis  piasfii.  He'casne  forward,  swelliDg  and 
splurging — to  emidoy  the  phrase  by  whieltMillkouse  frequently 
described  his  assault  afterward*-*^hift  eyefr  glaring  like  meteors^ 
his  voice  yelHng  a  tenrific  slogan  j  his  Woadnsword  waving  like 
the  broad  tail  t^  a  fiery  comet,  at  the  advent  of  an  earthquake. 
Porgy  could  not  exactly  rush  or  run,  but  he  could  roll  forward 
with  wonderful  effect,  and  his  lungs  were  good.  His  strength 
was  great  wfaen  he  once  set  hands  upon  his  victim.  He  looked 
in  terrible  ea^ncfit  as  he  came.  While  his  right  grasped  the 
broad-eword,  his  left  carried  a.  pistol.  As  he  advanced,  he  fired 
with  deliberate  aim  at  the  eaemy,  then  dropping  the  one  pistol 
drew  another,  stiH  advanced,  stfll  took  deadly  aipi,  fixed  and 
hurried  onward  with  a  shout. 

Millhodse  did  likewise.  So  Frampton  from  his  quarter;  so 
Dennison  and  Oakenburg  firom  theirs ;  so  Tom,  the  cook«,  follow- 
ing dose  in  the  wake  of  his  master ;  and  finally,  bo  Sappbo»  the 
andent,  whose  screams  from  toothless  jaws  were  absolutely  most 
awful  of  all  to  hear.  Can  you  wond^  at  the  result.  Can  you 
doubt  that  the  sheriff's  party  was  discomfited,  even  before  a 
blow  was  strudc.  His  men  fled  incontinently  from  the  fidd,  all 
but  Crooks,  who  stood  bravdly  beside  his  chief,  with  bludgeon 
in  hand,  and  looked  the  danger  in  thB  face  with  tolerable  com- 
posure* 

Tlie  sheriff  dreW  his  small-sword  whh  the  air  of  a  nobleman 
in  a  conflict  with  a  crowd  of  coMaUlcy  who  sees  that  he  must  per^ 
ish,  and  takes  the  proper  attitude  at  once  to  die  with  grace  and 
dignity,  and  do  something  toicked  while  falling.  But  he  was 
aUowed  no  chance.  Half  a  dozen  pistols  flashed  pretty  near  his 
face  and  that  of  Crooks,  utterly  blinding  them.  They  both  con- 
cluded themsdves  slain,  thougk  doubtful  at  the  moment  where 
to  locate  their  hurts ;  and  while  the  sheriff,  with  the  despair  of 
a  dying  man,  darted  forward  and  thrust  out  his  sword  in  the 
direoClon  of  Porgy's  abdomtnal  demonstration,  Tom,  the  cook, 
mdied  upou  him  from  behind,  dexterondy  dived  between  his 
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parted  lags^  MlUd  lam  fairij  ftom  the  gtoamd^  «nd»  while  hu 
sword  ftuiouslj  but  frnitlessly  slashed  awaj  in  air,  hurried  him 
off  to  the  house  a  prisoner. 

Crooks  was  captured— **Ba7»  ridden  down — by  Oakenborg, 
who,  with  immensely  long  legs»  seeing  a  terrier-like  little 
man  before  him,  with  his  back  tamed,  deliberately  cast  his  leg 
over  Ills  shoulder,  curled  the  limb  completely  about  bis  neck^ 
ancl  thus  brought  him  down  to  earth ;  when  Millhouse  took  kim 
Inte  keeping,  by  leisanQy  letting  kimsidf  down  ^plOm  .the  cap- 
tire,  whose  bristles  of  chin  and  cheek  he  cnri^mdy  euiiuneds 
feeling  them  widi  his  one  hand,  while  commenting  upon,  the 
wmderftil  rapidity  with  whick  red  or  ot^peivcolorod  beards 
shoot  out  Ocoeks  stmg^ed  fiercely,  but  it  requh:ed  the  slight- 
est effnrt  in  the  wcoid  on  the  pari^  the  aeft:geant»  to  suffeir  his 
fingers  to  slip  from  the  chin  to  the  throat  of  his  captive^  A 
gripe  ef  the  weasand»  by  such  steely  pfongs.  aa  Millhonse  wore 
by  way  of  fingers,  soon  subdued  all  the  bristles  .of  the  deputy, 
whether  of  wrath  or  whisker. 

While  this  was  going  on,  Forgy  was  engaged  in  rescuing  the 
sheriff  from  Tom^s  clntehes;  a  not  ^aay  matter*.  0^r  excellent 
eook,  assuamig  that  h&abould  certainly  be  permitted  to  9trip«  if 
aot  to  sli^  his  priaonerif — 'W  had  befin  hia  custom  io  little,— 
was  not  willing  to  deliver  the  captive  until  his  master  promised 
to  aeoount  to  him  finrhis  gan^ents;  wben.he  suffered  the  dis- 
comfited sheriff  to  feel  the  solid  earth  ooj^  more.  Porgy  came 
ftp  and  claj^ped  the  kAi^  of  thjB:6lMi?e  upon  his  8hqul4err- 

**  Shall  there  be  peace  between  us,  colonel  V* 

**Peaee!— Giq[»tafiB  Poigyt  ynu..haT!»  dishonored  me!  Ton 
have  BtQl  your  awoid  in  hand^  4ci4  X  ha,Y^  mine.  I  appeal  to 
your  settse  of  bononthat.we  cross  blad^"    . 

"  Pttoh !  pooh  f  my  dear  fallow,  there's  no  need  of  that  Tou 
are  already  conquered ;  don't  you  see." 

"You  will  pay  dreadfully  for  this!  You  have  killed  several 
of  my  people." 

**  Not  a  man  of  them«  unless  the  scare  shall  have  done  so.  Pon 
look  you,  my  d6ar  colonel,  we  went  into  the  fight  with  powdei 
only.    Not  a  pistol  or  gun  was  shotted !" 

This  mtdo  tl!e  sheriff,  furious.    He  cried — 


488  WMMBAIVZ. 

inrted/' 

"  And  no  shame  to  jon,  my  dear  colonel,  tn  being  shot  at  with 
empty  pistols.  Pooh !  pooh  I  man,  oan't  you  xelifih  a  good  arm  j« 
joke,  now  that  you're  a  peace  offcw.  Put  op  y<»iM:  swerd,  and 
let  Its  aU  in  aipd  have  a  stoop  of  Jamaica.  I  am  in  a  lather  of 
p^fi^piration.'' 

But  the  Aeriff  was  not  so  «a«9y  appeased,  and  tha  dispoi^ 
went  on,  amd^  in  spile  of  Pstfgy^tf  gebd  ihwBoxi-^  whkfa»  nom  thai 
he  had  gahiedtbevictsiry  and  enjoyed  fais>}eatr*-was4tf  tiie  mott 
genial  description,  tlMnre  k  bo  iajri*g^>wiiat  migiii  Ymmt  tbeen  the 
upshot  of  the  hnshiesB;  when  suddenly  the  tceadjof  faotsas^  aai 
the  wheels  of  n  e«rrlage«  were  bescd  romUiagt  towavd  them. 
And  soon  the  cmttbnms  vehiei»;di«W!9iig]ii  'drasm,  as^waa  fre- 
quently the  fashion  ^  llhoe^  duj^  'by  four  faoBses.  Tlioa  a 
Toice,  weH  hnown  lo  WtH  of  the  parties,  oiiad  out.  ftem  the 
carriage-**" 

<<  Halloo !  There !  My  brave  Adkrws,  wfa«t  have  you  h^mi 
aboirt?" 

iThe  new-comer  was  th^  gsfflant  mid  highly  popubnr  Olisihg 
Ootesworth  Pindniey--«i  «Hmiwho,but'fbrfthe4«^  ipta^f 
irottld  have  been  si^bse^(uently  made  jnwiidii&t  «f  1^  l^iitad 
States. 

"  Ha !  my  dear  Pindiney /'  attswered  Pbifg9%  ^  you  have  come 
in  the  nick  of  time  to  keep  ^  peace.  1  have  won  a^etery/bat 
because  I  havebeentn^frcMU,  I^san  nolqiiic^  tiiose  whom  I  diopU 
have  slain." 

JPmckney  got  but  of  tifae  '^aM^ge.ilteppod  between  the  i^i^es, 
and  beard  the  'Mry.  &d  h$A  eped,  by  the  "way,  wjth  aUhmrto 
after  the  sheriff,  to  pi^vent  Mieulties.  The  latter,  gteded  \^ 
H^ewn,  and  somewhat  mortflled  by  the  Ok^ries  sprekd  ttbout  at 
his  expense,  touching  his  former  fMtane^-^stOfies  v«iy  mneh 
exaggerated — had  evaded  the  friends  of  P<Mrgy,^and  set  out  for 
his  arrest,  and  to  effect  the  levy,  without  their  knowledge.  As 
soon,  however,  as  the  fret  was  known,  Plnckney  started  m  pur« 
suit  He  came  too  late ;  and  the  diSculties  of  hiil  missioti  were 
increased.  But  he  was  not  the  perscm  to^  deepiur.  He  had 
that  twofold  capacity,  at  t>nce  <^  petmiMion  and  eoamand« 
which  rarely  suffered  him  to  fail  in  influencing  the  minds  of  man 
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•^Vnml^^Uml,*'  hi  mM  io  the  AeorlfH^wi^Biigiy  Mttl^aftev 
what  f<m  Imnr.  Thb  mQftH  not  \mi  VH  Mwr  rooonoil^  ytu  to 
tfor  frfeiid»  If  ho,  as  we  afi  kfeicyw,  wiH  ha;v^  hk  j«0i  tlfmigli  he  ^Hetf 
for  it." 

^Not  «l  my  «xpeMe-^at  l«aBt/* 

"SoreJy  ttot^'!'  said  PfaMkney,  **«iid  he  will  atotib  fer  eMwy 
heuft  of  hoBOV  that  he' has  infliotod.  I  pr^miae  you  thicr,  m^  dtnt 
Mh^r^ m^hmnf ;  iiAAmm  let  otf  iiii4  hl^idweHiiyg,  aii^lseo 
with  what  8«rt  «<(ho9ttiditrf  he  WiH  y^Miv^^^iM," 

"  In  with  you  all,— good  friends,  all!'^  cried  I^Mgyr^ and  » 
nochii^  «Mvtr  of  ieHb«^Bbii4ej^'w4ll  Mzfflee^  tw  satfbfy  yoti^^  Mr. 
Sharif;  why^  It  ti  M  your  ^mrvSoe.  Th«i^%  my  hand  otv  it,-^ 
«rmI  flow  iniT'  -■  ..-:.;  .   ■!  •/ 

'^*Ti«!  rfien#  Wair  gonietriilll  Mhetftnl  «tal ;  btt^  Po%y  selssed 
Mi  htevd  MoA  shook  it  w4tb  vehenkMo^,  alikd'Ptfiektiey' repeated 
Us  aaawanoe  iS^t  evexy  atbnetteni  litt^b  Ke  tfadfe.  Tlte  ktiMghi 
of  the  shire  was  fbixed  te^  yi^.  Orodks,  the  deputy-;  now  re- 
BeTed'ftom  the  hicttiiibeBt  "Weight  ot  Hlllhduse's  b6dy,  wai^  not 
so  easily  ^adfled^-^ but,  whea  Pbckney  booming  hnpiiti^t, 
sold  the  sergeanf  tb  refine  his  eaptive,  andthe  sc^at  which  he 
Imn)  oecup^  with  sueh  effect,  the  fittf^  fallow  tooled  off;  S^iut 
followed  the  rest  into  the  Itonse.  Here,  fot  the  fitfit  time,  Porgy 
was  enabled  to  welcome  his' old  assbcfatlis;  Oeorge  DWtiiSon 
flind  Oak^nbiirg,  wfikh  he  £d  with  A  hearty  safisfiiciibh'  that 
(piSte  dlskrbeid  the  setgemit.    He  ihtttieT^A^s6tUfv&ce>^  ' 

'  ♦*  lioid  hAT  ffiftfejr  F  now**Aey 're  hcfi-e,  they'll  stick,  *  and  nuT^ 
oee  of  'em  able  to  aii^  tile  ^salt  to  his  ho<niny  P' 

Let  us  suppose  the  efforts  of  Pifaekney  to  be  smitieirSfid  in  re* 
teHdUug  the  ooiKfltotlnjg'']^iiMe8;'And  persuading  the  rfiei-iff'to  re- 
tf&nf  the  ap^ffogie^ef  Foygjyr,  fdra^ll  that  had  beeii  pe^onaUyef* 
fensite  between  then  r  a^lo^es  which  Porgy  ^aVb  without  a 
ffioment^s  scniplb.  tiut  Crooks-  was  to  be  hushed  with  other 
cioin.  Hl»  hurts  6f  hotlb^  Weite  i&  be  settled  by  sottie  Tegar*  to 
Ms  pocket;  and,  after  a  Ettl^  while,  an  exact  estimate  W4s  made, 
in  monfey,  of  the  amciuttt  bf  iiijury  done  to  liis  self-^teem  and 
honor:  These  afildrs  once  adjusted;  the  question  iiext  was  con- 
Hiked  ?tholly  to  tbti  iJatftifactioit  of  Aa  Jud^ent  in  the  case  of 
M*Keum  v.  Pargy — a  matter  of  more  drfficnlt  arrarigeinent. 
KTtt  W9li'lsit^  tfid  thi^  promiBtoi  persons,  titackncy,  the  sheriff. 
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ana  Poigy*  engaged^  in  thifi  disciisd^  mthe  parlor,  aft^  rap- 
per was  oTer;  while  Sergeant  MiUboiise;  Well  mqtp&ti  witk 
pipes  and  Janbaica,  did  the  honors  beleilr  Htairs  to  the  other  guests* 
Frampton  had  suddenly  disappeared  after  the  "  skrinunage.** 
He  excused  himself  only  to  George  Bennieon,  and  to  no  dther 
parties  did  hb  ahsence  dcoatton  anj  ffiir|biae«  it  was  probably 
two  hourtf  after  nightfall  when  he  reap^eated*  and,  suddenly 
making  bis  way  into  the  parlor  where  the  three  principi|]  per- 
sons were  yet  engaged  in  the  disciMidtithe  eltBed  Porgy  out  to 
tbe  piaesia^  and  said  s— 

"^  Beg  pardon,  captain,  lor  troubting  ytm  jttdt  now,  b^  j<m  see 
the  matter  ia  important :  There's  the  squatter,  Bo8^<^  h€(*a 
got  back  to  his  family.  Pomp  saw  him  in  the  swattKp,'aad  wIma 
he  told  me/ 1  put  Pemp  and'^oihto  to  wateh  the  aquaMr's 
house.  They  sair  little  Dory  gof  ont,  «^  otie  of  them  Watehed 
her  aH  the  way  tp  IfKewn's;  and  to-night,  a  IMe  after  dark* 
M'Kewn  went  in  to  the  squatter's  <iabin.  He's  with  him  xioir* 
and  they  both  may  be  avagfat  together.  I'm  a  thkikipg  that  if 
you  was  to  sei%e  upon  the  squatter,  Hght  away*  and  give  him  a 
good  scare  with  the  rope  or  the  hickories,  yom  would  get  back 
that  mahogany  box  of  the  widow  firc^ei^t  and  find  out  all  abovl 
your  missing  property,  and  the  attack  on  the  widow." 

Lance  ;Fi*ampten  was  a  brief,  compreliennve  speaker.  He 
hardly  jemplqy  ed  more  words  than  these  in  making  this  reivektion. 
Porgy  felt  its  vast  importance,  ifid  rightly  estimated  th^  ntil|ty 
of  prompt  proceedings.  He,  at  onne,  topk  Lance  into  the  pat 
lor  and  communicated  hb  intelligence  to  his  associates.  Finck« 
ney  was  at  once  upon  his  feet 

**  We  must  act  imtanUr.  The  squatter  must  be  seised ;  but 
legally.  Here's  the  proper  officer.  I  caq  take  yomr  lieutenaait*s 
affidavit  and  yours,  embodying  your  suspicions,  and  issue  the 
warrants,  which  will  suffice  to  get  one  or  lifoth  these  parties  into 
custody — the  rest  may  follow;  but  rope  or  hickory,  unless  by 
the  proper  hands,  must  not  be  thonght  of.  Call  your  deputies, 
—  a  couple  of  them.  Mr.  Sheriff, — while  I  prepare  the  papers." 

Five  minutes  sufficed  for  this.  The  parties,  Pinckney  at  thw 
head,  prepared  to  set  forth ;  Poi^  was  about  to  accompany  themi 
but  Pincknoy  objected. 

"JDetter  not  you,  Porgy.    Tov^r  entanglements  are  quite  anifr 
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cient  already,  and.jou'll  be  for  gimppting  this  fellow  M'Ke>Vn 
on  the  spot,  and  pulling  hk  mote,  or  doing  soone  outvag^oug  thing. 
Besides,  yow  debt  to  him  i:  akes  your  appearanee,  at  the  time 
of  his  answer  to.  such  cWges,  a  rather  delicate  proceeding.'* 

"If  I  don't  go  with  yon,  nwijK  I  be  — !"  was  the  reply  of 
the  doughty  captain,  putting  hia  pistols  in  his  belt. 

"  Obstinate  a«  ever  i  Kit,  «a  y<Su  .wili.  How  fkr  is  it  t  Do 
we  ride  I" 

"  The  horses  are  ife^j  now^sir,'*  was  the  reply  of  the  prompt 
lieutenant^-*  ^Better  ride  to  Cattle  Branch,  captain,  and  ^n  gel 
down  and  walk." 

*'  Bight,  Lance,  right !  we  must  take  the  rascals  by  snrpHse. 
Gendemen,  to  saddle." 


CHAPTER  JjXIY, 

TU«  BOX  OP  PAPBB8,  ANO  HOW  PAIU  POR. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Lance  Frampton,  the  party  proceeded 
to  the  Cattle  Branch.  Here,  they  alighted,  fastened  their  horses 
in  the  shelter  of  a  bit  of  wood,  and.weut  forward  on  foot  At- 
tracted by  the  gleam  of  fire  in  the  forest,  Lance  Frampton  stole 
away  to  see  by  what  it  was  occasioned,  and.  without  allowing 
himself  to  be  seen,  be  found  the  wife  of  the  squatter,  little  Dory, 
and  the  two  other  children,  cowering  about  the'  blaze  of  a  fire 
which  they  had  kindled  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  house 
of  the  squatter.  Here,  wrapped  in  blankets,  and  housing  tliem- 
selves  as  well  as  they  could  against  the  night  wind,  they  waited 
the  conclusion  of  the  conference  between  the  confederates  in  the 
cabin. — Having  ascertained,  soolit'^Rshk^n,  all  the  necessary  par- 
ticulars  in  the  case,  Frampton  rejoined  Jiis  party  and  made  his 
report.  They  went  forward,  stealthOy,  toward  the  house,  and 
imita&g  the  pr«caut^(ms  of  dieir  guide,  succeeded  m  approaching 
it  irithout  disturbing  tli^dmnatef.  Through  chinks  between  the 
logs,  from  which  the  clay-plastering  had  &Uen  out,  and  by  the 
light  of  a  couple  cif  taUow-candles  which  burned  in  the  chambet 
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of  Uie  4iqiiat!l»v»  they  oonU  tee  pretty  modi  .all  thai  ^toislt  ptsee 
wittdiu  Uaiiig  our  priTiieg«,  we  oaift  witness  the  proceeditiga  OM 
easier  terms,  and  are  able  to^.repevt  them  from  the  fcegiimhi^. 

Once  in  the  cbanber)  the  family  ak«t  ovit^  and  eeenre,  as  he 
thought*  against  sturveSlanee^  M^Kewn  upproacked  the  bedside 
of  the  sqoatter,  who  raised  himsdf  up  in  the  bed  to  ceeeire  him. 

'<  What*s  Bfade.jou  siok,  Bostwiek  t"  said  the  visiter. 

''  Sick !  0 !  I  aint  much  sick ;  aint  too  sick  to  do  bnsiness. 
Bufline^a  always  make  me  well  ag'in.  T^h<t  sight  of  the  gould 
a^eomijig  in,  is  always  a  enre  Anr  me^  no  matter  whsf  s  the  sort 
of  ailment  a  troubling  me.  Hev'  you  brougtit  the  gould, 
M'Kewnt" 

*'  But  you  are  sick,  Bostwick,  and  very  nek  (leo^"  said  M'KeWn; 
seeing  the  fiery  eyes,  the  blotched  features,  and  feeling  the  burn- 
ing hand  of  the  patient.  **  You  have  a  scorching  fever,.and  look 
ill  out  of  the  eyes." 

"  Oh !  don't  you  mind  about  the  eyes.  I  tell  you,  ef  they 
once  sees  the  guineas,  i^d|  a  sma^  cbaiifoe  of  'em,  theyll  git 
well,  and  I'll  git  well  directly.  Hev'  you  brought  them  guineas  I 
I  must  hev'  '^m,  and  agreaitooitfit  of  'em  toe,  M'KeWn." 

''Guineas!  Why,  man,  you  need  physic  now,  rather  than 
guineas*    I  must  seiuL  you  some  to  dure  this  fbver." 

"Tom!  Sendmepi^sic!  Tool  Never!  Pit  not  tidLO  atiy 
physic  of  j^r  mixing,  M^Kewn.  TouVe  not  the  one  that  111 
app'int  to  bile  my  gmel." 

"  Why,  you  don't  think  I*d  poison  you,  do  you  V* 

«  That'a  jest  what  I'd  be  afear'd  of,  M'Kewn.  Ton  see,  I 
knows  you,  and' you  knows  me,  and  I  tell  you,  there's  only  one 
sort  of  physic  I'm  willing  to  take  out  of  your  hands,  and  that's 
gwld  physic^  M'Kown«.    Ikif  jou  bnmght  them  guineas  t" 

*'  I  have !  There  aro  a  hundred  guineas  here,  in  this  bag;  but 
I'll  not  give  yum  one  of  Aein«  Bostwick,  until  I  see  that  box  of 
papers— until  I  get  it  delivered  into  my  own  hands." 

«'  You  won't,  yeo  say  V* 

"1^1    I  will  not!'* 

«  Then,  jott  delist  git  'era,  that's  ^  r*  and  the  sick  man  fauitlea 
tin  pillew,  and  a  portkni  of  the  bed^othet,  in  a  heap  beneath 
hie  head,  with  an  apf  earsince  of  care  whith  did  not  escape  the 
i>bserv4tion  o£  his  visiter.    '*  Look  you,  M'Kewn,^  continued  the 
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sqiiaiter ;  "  y<m  don't  hev'  them  papers  axAew  I  g^tt^i^bmichred 
gnineas." 

"  Five  hnndred  ^neas  1    Wlty,  jon'ie  mad." 

"No  I  amt;  I'm  only  senaible.  I'm  i&  iratit  of  a  heap  of 
gonld.  I'm  a*giiiii^  to  bnj  a  farm  and  aev^n  nigger*  fer  Dor^. 
— I'm  a-gnine  to  «et  ber  tip,  atid  make  a  lady  of  her.  And  she 
Hbill  be  fine ;  and  sbill  hev'  fine  clothest  nlk  and  Telvet :  and 
fthMl  bev'  niggers  to  woric  for  ber  in  the  eom-field^  and  a  maid*" 
safvant  to  vait  i^pon  her,  and  help  pnt  on  ber  dodies ;  and 
you're  to  pay  for  all."  / 

"Tl^defT&Iamt" 

"Teal  The  d^vii  yon  air!  and  bekaise  yin  air  a  bom  d^tril, 
4nd  bekaiae,  jealtnew,  I'm  yonr  mmsteri.  altd  kin  m^ke  y<Hi  woA 
for  me,  I'll  make  my  child  a  lady  of  fortin'.  So  yoci*U  bev'  to 
foA  up  the  money,  and  do  it  han^tomo.  Ef  I  kain't  git  her 
aettlad,  ban'sooie^  eat  of  my  airaings,  I'd  Mke  to  know  wb«t'^ 
the  n^  of  dl  ^my  m^calktea.  Five^'  bandied  guineas  is  li€t]^ 
enough  to  aix  you';  tbatis,  after  the  hmidndgnfaMwy  yoU'^  golF 
in  tb^  bag.-^ Them  yon  mmt  leave  widt  m^,  and  g^and  gli  j^st 
Ayb  hundred  more,  and  when  I  sees  them  counted  (iut^'Mt  b^ 
fom  me^  ten  pOee  i(nd  flfty'm  ivery  mate  <m  tUem;  then  yoiiishill 
hev'  the  box  of  pifpere ;  aiid  ilot  k  minaie  beft>i«." 

Andr  bore  tbe  aqMltor.  gra^ied'  the  heap  beifeai>(f  his  ^ftlow, 
with  the  air  of  a  man  making  sure  of  his  possessions.  Th^  k^ien- 
ejre  of  M'K^wn  again  obe^lrved  liie  miction,  and  Ais  mbid  drdw 
inetabdy  the  proper  iiferenoe  firom  it.  He  observed,  also,  that 
die  extttemeilt  of  the  squatter  waa  increamng.  His  eyes,  now 
more  acouitomed  to  the  degree  of  l%bt  hi  the  ^br*  aler,  M*Kewn 
waa  enabled  to  aee  that  Boslwick  was  mdly  mu^h  m6H  An  in*. 
▼aHd  than  be  bdd  ^bengfat  bmn  alt  first ;  though,  e^m  tbe  tfrsf 
g^oa  bild.vhowB  Um-tbat  tiw tnan  wad  vesry  ill.  He  now  be- 
ga&  to  BOipeel  that  bis  nrnid  was/ Wandering.  Tht^rejCji^tnrl^ 
waa  reaobedi  aOt  ao  mnob  beeanae'  of  tbeeistravagiUica  of  M§ 
deoundSr  aaifroM  tbcf  wild  and  glittering  tevmr  <^4iis  eyes,- 
whlcb  Hrelre  dilating,*aa  if  about. to  bfnat  ont  ^f  tfceir  siyeketa, 
and  AeAtt  Mkeicodbi  of  fim;  fiom  the  fithtlnes0  ef  ^his  rokof 
and  the  jpaMMldm  aetioB  iK^bieb  kocompiinied  bn  utteraneei  ^ 
t^mponae  witk  sttcb  m  pfttient  was  his  present,  policy. 
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"  Wdl,  but  Bostwick,  yon  aorely  can't  expe^  me  to  pay  this 
money  until  I  see  the  box  of  papera." 

**  It's  that  very  thing  }on  hev'  ta do !  You  hev*  to  trust  me 
to  the  eend  of  the  business.  I  know$  what  I've  got,  and  knows 
Hs  valley  t^  you.  I  knows  you  kain't  do  without  tbetn  papers ; 
and  I  knows  what'Il  happen  ef  them  papers  gits  away  ftt>m  my 
hands  to  another  pusson's.  Kin  you  guess  what  would  happen 
ef  the  widow  Ev'legh  got  'em,  or  Gappin  Poi'gy,  or  eeny  other 
honest  wliite  man *^ that  knows  you,  and  how  you*  stands! 
Wliat's  the  valley  to  them  t  Ef  'taint  five  hundred  guineas,  V\\ 
give  'em  for  nothin'.     You  shan't  have  'em  fbr  a  shilKng^less  !'* 

*<  Well,  Bostwick,  I  don't  say  that  they  will  not  be  worth  the 
money,  but  I  say  that  you  most  let  me  see  them  Jirst,  that  I 
Hiay  bd  sure  of  it" 

**  Tou  don't  see  'em,  M'Kewn,  tell  the  money's  on  the  nail. 
Teu  skill  trust  me»  and  I  tBtm^i  trust  you;  for  I  knows  yon,  and 
you're  a  bom  rascal*  and  I'll  hang  yob,  M*Ke/wn,  for  the  pleas- 
ve  of  the  thing,  ef  so  be  you  don't  foik  out." 

"  How  IsBg  Iriil  ii  take  you  to  get  the  pi^rs,  after  I  bring 
the  nM>tey  t" 

"Hov  ongt  How  diort,T6tkerl  Toakia  hev*  *em  after 
that,  as  qnick  as  you  khi  cry  Jack  Robinson." 

**  Mh  1  ami  if  I  bring  you  five  hundrid  gukieas  this  very 
night  t" 

''Then  yoakia  git  the  papers  tiiis  very  night)  Jknd  you 
better  bring  'em,  M'Kewn,  for  you  see,  Dory  must  be  a  laAy. 
I  must  make  her.  rich  as  a  queen ;  die  must  be  able  to  cany  as 
htgh  a  head  as  the  widow  Ev^lei^,  and  then  she  kin  maxty 
young  Arthur,  the  widow's  son;  and  be^Bkes  hen* and  is  goinift 
to  many  her,  jest  so  soon  as  I  makes  a  iady  of  her,  and  givea 
her  a  forthi'  of  niggers  and  a  fasm ;  and  yo«  Asil  be  at  the 
wedding,  M'Eewn,  though,  by  bhsters,  I  -riiould  Hro-to  see  ytm 
banging  up,  with  your  fcei  upea  nelhing,  eniy  the  minute  arfer. 
But,  bring  the  gwneni^  and  make  haste  about  it.  Lord!  How 
my  head  achetii  and  jnmps.  How  my  eyes  buml  Bring  the 
goineas;  I'm  a-kmging  to  git  shet:of  yon,  and  tm  tiiXk  in  Dovy, 
and  make  her  a  lady.  Be  qnidt^  and  yea  shiU  bar'  the  mmtmA 
papers,  and  ei  you  aint  quick,  I'U  be  a  hanging  yoQ  Kke  a  brute 
warmint.    Oh  !  the  head,  how  its  a-busdng !" 
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He  Bank  upon  the  pillow  afr  be  ended,  with  an  evident  show 
of  increased  suffering. 

*<  If  I  were  quite  sure,  Bostwick,  that  you  eodd  prodnce  t^e 
pi^pera  aa  aoos  as  I.  brooj^  the  money !  But  you  told  me  that 
ihey  were  hid  away  in  the  swamp  where  nobody  could  find  thenu'' 

*' Swamp«*h-41 !  So  they  were,  hiA  in  the  swamp  once 
upon  a  ti^e-;  but,/httn*t  I  heen.thar'  aence  I  got  baek ;  :hain't  I 
got  'em  hertp  in  this  very  house,  whar'  I  kin  put  hands  on  'em 
jest  when  I  wants  them  ?  Oit  the  guineas,  I  say,  and  don't  be 
foeUah  willt  yonr  qnestkions;  and  when  I  sees  Dory  a  lady  of 
fmrtin't  with  her  Bum  and  niggers,  dien  you  shiU  her*  the  box» 
and  moch  good  may  it  do  yon." 

Again  the  squatter  sank  baek  upon  the  pillow,  with  his  hands 
feeUy  and  nervously  feeling  abont  it,  as  if  to  make  huoself  se 
cure  of  hia  possession.  .  M'Kawn  now  vaaed  his  game. 

"  I  don't  believe  a  word  yon  say,  BostwidK,  and  now«  let  me 
tell  you,  I  saw  the  fellow,  Tony  Hines,  at  Smyier's,  he  tdd  me 
that  you  had  got  no  box,  no  papers — " 

'*Hlil  Yea  I  Don't  I  know  that  ynn-saw  Tony  Hii^e,  at 
Smyier's ;  and  don't  I  know  that  you  gin  him  phyni^  and  called, 
yourself  a  doctor;  and  you  p'isoned  Um  with  your  phyaic,  and' 
killed  him.  Don't  I  know  ?  Does  anything  you  do  hide  iteelf 
firommel  ItrackedyfOUylikeasarpent,Aei|/ceIgotbaQk;  and! 
knows  all  your  di(»ngs» aence  I've  been  gwie,  as  well  as  before,. 
That's  atiotken  thing i^giA  you ,;  -^yoor  p'iaQiuBg  of  Tony  IGnes." 

''He'sAot  dead,  ia her 

'*fiure  asyoQ  handled  him!  I  seed  old  Smyaer,  and  huni 
all  about  yott»  Bat  don't  be  aggiai^vaitin'  me»  I  tell  you,  &r  I 
kain't  stand  it  My  head  ]» jesta  busting  now.  £f  yon  a^^i^ 
▼ates  me,  I'll  bang  you !  I'll  git  my  gould^m  anoth^  pusson* 
I'll  aeU  you  in  the  markelf  j  .I'll  9end  off  £pr  Cappini  Porgy  to 
coma  to  me.  You  hWf*  do  you?"<^alino6t  screfuning,  "And 
now  fork  out  the  money,  ai^d  let  me  see  Dory,  a  lady,  with  a  for- 
tin'.  It's  as  much  as  your  neck's  worth  ef  she  don't  git  it  right 
away." 

*'  Yqu  shall  have  thd  moni^,  Bostwick.  There  art  fivehsOk' 
died  gwneas*  not  #fie,  in  this  bag/' 

«<  Lot  jSEio  f^l lit «*<^it  dgn't  look  big  enonc^  Sox  so  mndu  Yon're 
a  lying  to  me,  now ;  I  knows  you." 
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**'Sk>^  let  me  > 866  tout  box  ofi  papers.  HdMit  is  >oiir  dMrn 
hands,  while  I  count  out  the  money.*' 

«WeU!    Mldo/Aol.'* 

And  the  ^ck  squatter  made  aa  effort  to  riie  and  tvm  aboot, 
while  one  of  his  ^stniB  begtan  to  reinoT«  the  bed-dothes  from 
abont  tlie  pillow*  ll'S^wn  eagerly  walohed  him,  tii^  bag  sus- 
pended in  his  band]  The  squadtmr  suddenly  paased,  looked 
round  at  this  moment,  and  caught  the  glance  of  the  Sootcbman's 
^e. 

*<  You're  n  gt09X  soanip,  Mf Keira.  :  I  kAompymat.  \  Ok )  yim^re 
&  wwrmhtt  1  To«  don't  see  the  bofx  till  Iseee  'Che  niodby  count- 
ed out.  It's  here,  you  born  thief,  and  ra^sonUiotiy  but  I  won't 
trust  youi  to  much  ^telet  yoo-isee  it,  oatell  thp  mekiey's  put 
down  heie^  the  yallow  bifds^  all  a^flying  abodt  me,  on  the  tri^ 
bed-clotheSi  where  1  km  eouni  'em  Plank  ^emdown,  aad 
w»hen  I  sees  'em>  then  you  shfll  see  the  pi^era." 

Once  mdre  the  ^f^atter  sank  back  oxhaurted,  mtHtenng*  spas- 
modically—  J 

<«  Piaiik  *em  ioWTk-^wa  fW  Z)ory^l4dy>  fiue  forthi'-- Arthur 
l^^Ieigh*  Ha  r  ba  1  ha »  Don't  I  see  1  D^n't  I  know  if  It  be  ? 
I>ora  fiv'Mgk.    Mrs.  Dofodiy  Evieigh.'' 

M'Kewn  was  apparently  disposed  to  do  ai  he  vtm  reftjred*^ 
t^  open  his  bdg  of  guineas^  aqd  toce«nt  tkem  obi  tfpbn  ih%  bed  i 
and  the  squatter,  tfaougk  sinking  hick  eoEhanstedy  was  yet  keenly 
observant  of  all  the  aevepients  of  iris  assoeiale^  Birt,  either  the 
demonstration  was  not  seriously  begun  by^Uie-BeoickiBaii,  oi  his 
purpds^  suddenly  Underwent  ^  change.  Wktte  he  loeked  upon 
tfce  seemiogly  fifint  >and  feeble  oondttion  of  tM  sqttatt€fr,  other 
p«rposes>  ithich  he  had  already  c<)tnteinplated,  rabidly  Hp^isd 
fof  performance  in  hib  braiA.    The  thoughts  pcemrred  to  li^-^ 

"  Shall  I  ooisitin^e  at  the  mercy  of  thi»  misemble  wt*etth>  when 
a  little  determinadon  is  all  that  is 'mIedM  ta  esitrioate  vtfmM 
from  his  power.  He  has  the  best  «f  papers'  beneAth  his  j^<»w. 
Of  hb  possession  (^  it,  no  one  kBOw«  bat  jnyself.  He  can  give 
no  evidence  of  its  contents.  No  one  sees  us.  The  family  id  all 
away.  Why  sboolfl  I  not  possess  myself  if  this  testimony  and 
destroy  it }  He  can  not  oppose  me.  Hehas  not  strength  for  it. 
hi  a  moment  it  la  ishtb,    la  another  'ttottent  I  give  it  t«^tha 
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flttttM.    I  wiart  a  fooHo  heiStAte-i-to  stlffier  tVis  anspldoad  mo- 
ment to  escape  tmI**' 

The  sCflliiesB  of  the  scenoe — the  Ibtrelhiess  of  the  neighbor* 
bbod-— nigkt  and  sSenee— ^the  feebleness  of  the  sqnatter — his 
own  necessities  and  apprehensions — all  conspired  to  persuade 
M'Kewtt  to  teim  tipffa  the  d^sited  possession.  He  saw  directly 
wliere  ft  kij,  find,  thotigti  tlie  hea^  of  Ihe  squattet  rested  upon 
it,  no  great  effort  wotdd  be  f^iiired;  h'e  thought,  to  tear  it  fVom 
under  hitai.  The  temptation  \tM  itresi^ble ;  and  while  Bost- 
wiek  was  looBhg  to  see  th^  bag  of  gold  laid  bare  befbre  him, 
M^Kfiwn'  anddenly  thrtist'  it^  back  into  the  pocket  of  the  griehl' 
otei'coat  He  wore,  and,  in  the  same  instant,  seized  upon  the  pile 
of 'bed-e!otheb  which  coVered  'the  h6x,  beneath  the  p&low,  and, 
i^h  a  Tioltot  grksp,  tore  it  away  upon  the  floor.  The  head 
of  ^e  squatter,  \n  conscqueuce  of  the  j^erk,  was  thrown  off,  with 
the  pillow,  from  the  box.  The  desired  treasure  was  exposed, 
fiSrly,  before  the  eyes  of  the  Scotchman.  He  seized  it  eagerly ; 
but  before  he  could  drag  it  ftom  its  place,  the  squatter  had 
^ykppled  with  it  also ;  screaming  out  his  fury,  at  the  same  time» 
iili  the  wildest  accents. 

*  •*Ha!  yon  bom  thief,  en*  that's  your  game,  is  itt  But  two 
kin  play  at  that  game;  my  honey ;  and  we'll  see  who's  the  best 
man." 

The  squatter  was  uow  Up  iu  bed.  Even  in  this  Situation,  and 
sick,  M'Kewtj  found  hiffi  no  e^ky  ciistom6r.  Li^he,  active,  and 
accustomed  to  every  sort  of  toil  andencOimteT*,  his  strength  was 
really  mai-pHsin^,  Fbr  awhile  th^  pai-ties  straggled  for  the  box ; 
but  floon  the  squatter,. inore  accustomed  to  the  emergencies  of 
0uch  8  strife,  smldenly  relaxed  his  hold  upon  the  object  of  con- 
tendoU)  mi  caught  hold  of  M'Kewn  himself.  His  fingers  were 
soon  about  the  throat  of  the  Scotchman.  The  latter  found  it  no 
slight  matter  to  break  away  from  the  tenacious  grasp  of  his  op- 
ponent. But,  still  grasping  the  box,  he  finally  succeeded  in  do- 
iiig  so.  But  he  wajs  not  thus  to  escape  in  triumph.  Bostwick 
bounded  after  him,  out  of  the  bed,  and  fastened  upon  him  again 
-with  the  claMrs^of  a  young  tiger.  The  fearful  conflict  was  re- 
newed. After  awhile  M'Kewn  bore  him  back  successfully,  and 
thxp^t  hi^)  again  upon  the  bed ;  but  even  then  he  failed  to  throw 
hkn  off.    The'  squa^tlM'  climg  to  him  with  a  spasn  >dic  energy 
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wUicli  seemed  to  increase  his  powen;.  an^^  despevat^  hf  tha  op  : 
position  he  encountered,  M'Kewn  fiercely  smotai  Um  npofi  tlie . 
head  with  the  box,  twioe»  thrice*— holding  it  in,both]w^8*-*the 
blows  commg  down  with  a  heavy^  difll  soujxd,  as  if  iq»on  a  bank' 
of  eartL 

With  a  howl,  rather  than  a  ciy,  Boatwick  seised  his  assailanfl 
with  a  new  hold ;  taking  hisi  now  with  )K>th  annsv  about  the 
neck,  and  drawing  him  down  upp^  hkOf  where  he  laj.  Horei 
while  almost  fainting  from  his  hurts,  and  the  exhajostion  of  such 
a  struggle,  he  strove,  with  his  last  wc^fish  instmcts,  to  bite  an4/ 
rend,  with  his  teeth,  the  enemy  whom  he  could  no  logger  ii\ji)re 
with  his  hands.  At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  and  before 
either  of  the  combatants  could  conjecture  the  proximitjr  of, 
other  persons,  Porgy  burst  open  the  door  of  the  hovel  with  a  sin-... 
gle  stroke  of  his  feet,  and  rushed  into  the  room,  followed  closely 
by  Pinckney,  the  sheriff,  and  the  r^t  of  the  party. 

They  did  not  appear  a  moment  too  soon.  Tlie  head  of  the 
squatter  was  bleeding  freely  from  several  hurts ;  his  teeth  were 
already  sunk  with  the  fiMrocious  passion  of  the  wild  beast,  into 
the  throat  of  his  assailant.  So  fast  was  the  hold  which  he  had! 
taken,  that  it  was  difficult  to  tear  M'Kewn  from  his  grasp*  The 
effort  to  do  so  dragged  the  squatter  from  his  bed  upon  the  floor, 
where  he  lay  like  a  baffled  and  wounded  panther,  writhing  and 
shriekiug  in  his  agony  and  disappointment.  , 

M*Kewn  lost  ajl  presence  of  mind,  all  strength,  the  moment . 
he  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  other  parties.  He  had  been 
fearfully  breathed  in  the  violent  struggle  through  which  ho  had 
gone ;  but  it  was  mental  paralysis  from  which  he  now  suffered. 
A  complete  collapse  of  all  the  energies  followed  the  exposure. 
The  box  fell  from  his  nerveless  gra^,  and  was  instantly  picked 
up  by  Lanice  Frampton.  He  staggered  back  toward  the  bed, 
upon  which  he  sank ;  his  jaws  fell ;  and  his  strength  seemed 
barely  enough  to  allow  him  to  cover  his  face  with  his  bands 
In  a  single  instant  he  became  conscious  that  all  was  lost ;  and 
that  he  was  self-delivered  into  the  hands  of  his  most  powerftd 
enemies. 

"  You  are  my  prisoner  I*'  sud  the  sheriff  to  M'Eewn,  laying 
his  hand  on  his  shoulder. 

He  had  not  a  word  to  answer ;  thoroughly  overwhelm^  %y 
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tbe  circiiinstai]0«B  of  his  sitttadon,  and  the  fact  tliat  he  had  been 
tau^tjlagranti  delicto, 

« That's  itr  tbafs  Tight!''  cried  the  sqtiatter,  whose  loss  of 
bh>od  had  brought  him  fairly  to  his  senses,  and  who  now,  qnite 
aa  promptly  as  the  Seotehman,  appreciated  all  the  difficnlties  of 
his  sftnation.  "Taike  him  prisoner,"  he  cried — *«  I'm  the  wit- 
ness agin  him,  the  infernal  thief  and  toty,  and  mnrderer  and  vil* 
lain  ;  thai  stole  your  niggers,  Glappin  Porgy ;  I  carried  him  for- 
ty-three on  em  that  never  kin  git  back -^  all  cff  your  place — and 
he  iNdd  'em  to  Moncrieff;  and  many  more  besides;  but  here's 
the  box ;  it's  got  the  pretickilar  papers  to  convict  him  and  to 
hang  him,  the  vOlain,  and  the  nigger  thief,  and  murderer.  Ton 
seed  him  how  he  wanted  to  murder  me  in  my  own  bed,  and  all 
to  git  the  papers,  and  to  hush  up  my  evidence ;  but  he'll  hev' 
the  justice  done  to  him  at  last,  and  I'll  be  a  witness  agin  him  ef 
they'll  let  me  go  free,  and  pardon  me  for  what  I  did  for  him. 
I  did  it  only  for  him.'* 

**  You  are  not  forced  to  speak,"  said  the  sherifP.  **  It  is  just  as 
yon  j^ease-— to  be  silent,  or  tell  all  that  you  know." 

*'  I^  ten  alll  know  I  Ihn  ready  and  wilttng,  of  my  own  free 
eonsent." 

*^  Stop  !**  said  Pinckney ;  '*  let  him  be  sworn.  I  have  a  rea- 
son for  it.    Is  there  a  bible  in  the  hotee  t" 

Porgy  was  able  to  find  one.  He  knew  where  Dory  kept  it. 
It  was  produced.  Pinckney  administered  the  oath ;  and  the 
aquattM*,  in  the  hearing  of  the  man  he  accused,  made  a  tolerably 
clean  breast  of  it  He  furnished  a  long  and  fsaHul  history,  the 
character  of  wliich  we  can  well  conjecture  frdm  the  portions  al- 
ready put  into  our  possession.  T%e  statements  were  all  taken 
down  as  delivered.  M^Kewn  sank  upon  the  bed  utterly  pros- 
trate, and  incapable  even  of  denial.  The  miserable  criminal  ab- 
aohitely  swooned  under  the  prospect  of  discovety  and  con- 
vicdon. 

**  And  now,*  cried  tbe  squatted,  #h«n  he  was  done,  •*  youll  git 
me  my  pairdon,  won't  Jroti  ?  IVetold'all!  Them  papers  in  the 
Irax  will  t^ll  you  something,  too.  He  set  me  on  to  do  what  I 
did,  and  he's  got  all  the  profit,  the  etamal  villahi,  that  wanted 
to  murder  mo  in  my  own  bed,  and  me  a  sick  man.  You'll  git 
me  off,  cappin    and  you.  Colonel  Pinckney — I  knows  you,  colo- 
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nel !    Tou'll  git  no  my  pardon,  frowi  tke  gov'aor,  wheat  I  USt$ 
all  afore  the  court  r 

"  Yon  most  se^  jour  pardon  of  haaviHi,  my  |K>or  fellon^,^  wa^i 
tlie  answer  of  Pia^e^,  madei  witk  proper  solemmty*  ''  The 
onlj  court  which  yeil  will  now  be  eidfiioiied  hefore^lit  A^Jb  ef 
the  Eternal  Jndge  of  tlieHrorM.  HnmbteyeurMlf  before  him  wiili 
all  the  bafite  yon  oaii>  and  Tep^Ml  ydnr  ^fait,  atod  ]Maj  lar  tka 
mediation  of  Olitiat  in  your  behal£  I  deem  it  itnlj  pioper  to 
tell  you  that  yon  are  even  n»w  a  dyibg  man!  Gentlemen*  the 
sooner  the  moat  of  709  leave  tins  foemi  ibfb  betM  $  this  tifthappjf 
man  ia  dyiiig  of  die  small-pox !" 


CHAPTER  LXV. 

CATASTROPHR. 


TuosB  ofily  who  know  tlie  terrom  inspired  hy  the  smaltpoi^ 
at  tho  period  of  which  we  write,  cdn  pwpdtlf  ttppfeeilM  the 
panic  which  was  occasioned  by  the  speech  of  Piiickney."  Among 
the  people  of  the  country,  an  parGcular,  this  sC6nrge  of  hmmctnity 
was  held  a  worse  dilnger  than  th^  phigoe  ef  Ihe  Eatit  'hhm 
who  would  fearkiiriy  brato  the  field  <rf  battle^  fied,  at  4ie  bare 
mention  of  thte  peat,  Itnthmsit  once  looUng  behihd  them»  It  wa^ 
80  on  this  oecasiihi.  Onr  exedlent  captain  of  paitfsane  waa 
among  the  first  to  find  his  way  otit  of  th^  hov^l.  IXe  waa  fdlr 
lowed  by  all  bnt  Pibckney,  the  jE^heriff,  his  deputy,  and  the  pri^ 
oner  M'Kewn.  Thiese,  as  citizens,  w^are  more  acouatomed  to  the 
pest,  and  had,  we  stippose,  bfeen  all  in^etflated.  Thay  fs^aainod 
in  the  farther  proseOntion  iof  the  wcorll  beforo  them«  At  the  Jooiw 
Ptnckney  proceeded  to  suggest  to  Porgy  the  .eouiaa  to  bA-pni. 
sued  in  respect  to  coincident  matters. 

"  You  must  flee  to  tUs  man's  fami^,  captain.  Hmtb  them  be- 
stowed in  safety,  to  some  {Aace  wlfere  they  can  not  tome  is^  coiv- 
tact  with  peraoBs  not  inoetlated.  If  yoa  or  Mrs.  Bi  ^e)gh  have 
any  senrants  who  have  had  the  disease,  send  them  h^e  to  at^ 
UnA  npon  this  wretched  creature.  He  will  scarcely  ihe.  another 
day ;  but  send  ibr  Dr,  Warky,  and,  in  the  meantime,  iM  him 


have  Hcme  eooKog  medMsei,  and  pteper  food.  Bui  ato  that  j<m 
keep  lii«  wife  away,  nnless  skm  htm  been  inoeiilated-*-wyeh  1 
suppose  rery  tudikdy." 

Porgy  undertook  all  the  neoesiafy  cosmbSsbIoiib*  We  wiU 
leave  him  to  execute  them,  whiehy  we  nay  add,  in  this  plaoe,  ha 
did  with  equal  diligence  and  efifeot  Eetmrning  to  the  chamber  of 
the  squl&tter,  I^ckney  found  him  raving. 

**  The  small-po3i  1"  he  cded.  "Don't  yon  teH  me  ifich  d-« — i 
fboliahneei*  Tahit  no  emall-poz,  I  tell  you !  It's  only  fever*^ 
it's  a  mighty  h«t  fever,  I  know,  and  tbis^gfat  with  that  etamal 
vfflain  tbar,  has  only  made  it  wovser  and  hotter;^- hnt  'taint  no 
Bma^-pol.  Whar  was  I  to  git  the  smaU-pox,  I  wants  to  know; 
me  living  in  the  swam^ps  and  here^  'Spose  I  waa  in  town  f  was 
that  to  pre  me  small-pox,  when  I  was  tfaar  a  day  only }  I  Inow 
better !  I  know  'taint  snu^-pox,  and  I've  got  tfi«  strength  of  i^ 
horse;  yet  you  tell  me  I'm  a  dying  man**-»me  a  dying  man,  and 
dch  a  mortal  sinner!  Lord  God !  ef  I'm  so  dok  aa  all  tbat^ 
send  for  tbt  doctor.  Thar*a  goidd  to  psy  him*^than  ia  that 
box.  Thar's  a  faandred  and  fifty  guineas  in  that  hex.  Mind 
you,  it's  Bory 'a  money ;  and  tkair's  a  bag  of  guineas  in  that  bloody 
villain's  pockety  asid  by -rights  that's  Dory^s  money  too.  Be^ 
nenkbef  Dory  I  Lord,  wharfs  Bo«y  ?  Don't  yon  let  bar  cam4 
nigh  to  me,  ef  id's  smali-pox  I've  got  j  bul  send  for  my  wife  t* 
nuss  me.  She's  somewbar  abeutin  the  woods.  You'll  sea 
by  the  fire.  Send  her  here  7  What's  she  doing  in  tbe  woedB 
when  I'm  a  wanting  her  here.  Oh !  Lord,  that  I  should  come 
to  tbie^;  and  thar  you  stand,  and  a  doing  nothing  for  me,  and  yet 
you  says  I'm  a  dying  of  the  small-pox.  Yet,  don't  I  know  it's 
a  lie.  It's  only  done  to  skeor  mel  And  what  does  you  want 
to  shear  me  for  eny  move}  Hevn't  I  told  you  all  I  know  about 
that  bloody  scamp.  Ef  you  wants  me  to  tell  about  tbe  skriufe- 
mage,  and  how  I  had  to  shoot  Dick  Norris,  you're  dean  mia- 
taken.  I  went  say  a  word ;  I'll  shet  up,  and  yon  shall  never 
pry  betwixt  my  teeth  te  see  what's  trader  my  tongue.  No  I  nor 
you  shaint  know  about  the  blowing  up  of  the  vessel.  Sheblow'd 
npr  snd  what  bed  I  to  do  with  it.  Thar  was  a  train— I  knows 
that-^and  it  ended  uk  tbe  three  bags  of  gunpowder;  but  who 
seed  me  put  fire  to  it,  I  wants  to  know  1  Whar's  the  posaoii 
here  kin  say  he  seed  it,  I'd  Uke  to  know  1  No!  thair's  no  pueson; 
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ttod  why  i^nld  I  iiev  the  small-poj:  ontdl  you  prove  agin  m: 
lill'theee  things.  The  axDall  po:s,  iikdeed !  That's  mighty  foolish 
What  should  give  me,  a  strong  man,  usen  to  the  city,  the  hlast 
ed  sraoll-pox?  I  laoghs  at  it,  I  tell  you  I  I  laughs !  Hal  ha ! 
ha  1  and  I  snaps  my  Bngecs  at  it  Does  that  look  like  a  dying 
man.  A  dying  man!  Loid  Qod,  hev  maxcy  ef  so  be  its  true 
what  these  men  says  1  Oh  1  my  Ood,  hev  maroy  upon  me 
a  sinner.  I  know  I'm  a  black  siuner,  and  blaated  through  and 
through  with  the  plaon  of  sin;  but  ef  I  am>  air  you  gulne  to  let 
me  die  without  a  doctor^  and  arter  I  tel'd  you  everyUiing  I 
know'd  about  that  murdering  villain  thar?  Oh !  Lord»  send  for 
the  doctor.  Dori't  leave  me  to  die.  I  kaint  die !  I  won't  die« 
I  hev  a  heap  to  do,  to  buy  the  niggers  a&d  the  fiairut  and  to  see 
Dory  a  lady  of  fortin !  SmaU-pox  be  d-  ■  d !  'Taint  no  small- 
pox !  It's  a  hot  fever  o&ly.  Give  me  some  water.  jOh !  how 
it  bums.  I'm  a  burmng  up.  I'm  all  blisters,  and  nobody  to  help 
Bie.  Take  him  away,  that  bloody  villain  tbar;  1*101.  all  afire  so 
long  as  I  sees  him«  Take  him  away  and  hiteh  him  up.  £f  I'm 
to  die,  I  know  who's  to.  hang.  We  goes  toother.  The  old 
Homy  swore  it  should  be  so,  and  I  tel'd  him !  Oh  1  the  black 
villain,  he's  got  to  hang,  and  that's  tiie  satisfaction  I'll  hev  at  the 
last  I  knows  it,  and  he  knows  it  too!  Hie  shall  hapig,  like 
Dick  Norris,  and  nobody  to  save  his  neck  from  cracking,  by  a 
bullet  through  the  head.  He  don't  debarve  a  friend.  He  don't 
But,  oh!  Lord,  the  fire  in  my  witals.  Whar's  -that  woman -^ 
whar's  my  wifb — to  give  me  drink?  The  smalUpox!  But 
don't  you  let  Dory  come.  Even  ef  I  dies,  she's  to  be  a  lady  oi 
fortin.    Thar'fl  the  money.    It's  all  for  her!" 

We  need  not  listen  farther  to  these  ravmgs,  though  they  wcr«» 
still,  for  scmie  time  longer,  poured  into  the  ^eai^s  of  Pinckney  and 
the  sheriff,  with  unceasing  volume,  and  wonderful  rapidity.  The 
fever  was  rapidly  increasbg  in  the  bra^.  The  disease  was 
doing  its  work  with  fearful  speed  and  vigor.  The  terrible  se- 
eiet^  of  a  life  of  crune  were  delivered  withoul)  a  consciousness, 
and  the  strong  men  shuddered  as  they  beard,  hardly  deeming  it 
possible,  from  their  previous  experience,  that  society  should  poa- 
sese  nn  individual  eapable  of  such  a  rehreiatiott  of  evil  deeds,  die 
performance  of  his  own  hands. 

After  a  brief  consultation  with  the  sheriff,  the  latter,  with  a 
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couple  of  faifl  maatimi^  took  M'Kewn  away.  The  latter  wat 
passive  in  the  hands  of  his  guards.  They  eondocted  him  to  his 
own  house,  and  seeoing  ham  in  his  chamber  they  pnl  watches 
upon  the  apartment,  so  that  he  oooU  not  escape^  Poigy,  mean- 
while, conveyed  the  wife  of  the  squatter,  with  Dory  and  the  two 
other  chOdren,  to  his  own  dwelling,  hi  whicfa  he  aligned  them, 
the  best  apartments.  Lance  Frampten  went  after  Doctor  Warley, 
the  ablest  and  nearest  phystcian  npon  the  river«  while  a  couple 
ci  elderly  daves,  both  of  whom  had  passed  "dirotigb  the  fearfiil 
^sease  wbieh  was  eonsniung  the  life  of  theaqnatter,  were  sen^ 
by  Mrs«  Eveleigk  to  attend  tipon  Imti.  Ooeling  medicines,  bev- 
erages, and  delicacies,  snoh  $0  might  be  thought  ealculated  to 
alleviatie  the  sufferings,  or  meet  the  waatd  of  the  patient*  were, 
provided,  and,  by  dawn  the  next  day,  he  was  in  as  good  hand^ 
and  as  carefully  attendedi  as  was  posnUe  under  the  circum- 
stances. Doctor  Warley  was  soon  with  him ;  but,  the  first  glance 
at  the  patient  showed  thai  all  efforts  would  be  made  in  vam* 
The  type  of  the  disease  was  Angularly  malignant;  and  exposure 
in  the  swamps,  violent  paflfefions,  and  ve^dng  stdfes  and  anxieties^ 
had  added  fearfully  to'  its  virttlebee.  Withita  the  time  predicted 
by  Pinckney,«he  was  a  corpse. 


A  conference  ensued  between  Finokney,  the  sh^ff  and 
H'Eewn«  at  the  house  of  the  latter.  He  was  ttill  in  close  keep- 
ing. The  char^  against  him  were  of  a  sufficiently  serious 
character,  involving  not  simply  his  fortune,  but  his  U&.  He  felt 
all  the  dangers  of  liis  situation.  In  the  first  feeling  of  ntter 
hopelessness,  he  humbly  entreat^  the  meiMsy  aa4  forbearance 
of  the  prosecutors.  The  better  to  secure  this,  he  produced  the 
bond  and  mortgage  of  Porgy— he  entered  satisfaction  upon  them^ 
and  upon  the  Judgments  which  he  slso  held  against  the  rest  of 
bis  debtor's  property.  He  confessed  to  a  participation  in  die  sale 
of  the  forty-three  slaves  abducted  from  the  captain's  plantationv 
as  charged  by  the  squatter,  and  as  confirmed  by  the  documentSp. 
now  open  before  them,  flnem  (be  box  of  the  widow.  There :  was, 
peihaps,  no  confes^on  necessary.  The  conviction  woold  be  quite 
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complete  witlie«t  it.  Bnt  M*Kbwti'»  polid^  whs  t«  nuike  a  mritr 
of  neoeflMsity .  A»  he  began  to  re<M^«^  hie  eoiifideiiceF-^  remoTed 
fhrni  the  fMrfU  filghti^  inid^eelletf  in  tliie  oMi^  of  the  «qiiktte» 
—  be  tentnred  to'ttrge  u|Mm  findkoidf  ilkd  the  AMffji  the  oen* 
ceseione  he  hdd  felttntftiilj  wede  m  a  plea  for  ioneinfclgeiioe. 
He  tendered  bad,  but  'tiidther  of  them  waB^  oiitbeTisied  to  re- 
ceive it.  He  pleaded  for  a)nit^g«don  of  ihe  tigomrof  hU  eon** 
ftievtent;  button  tbii$  potfat^Ptiickney refflitedthe  AatterwboHy 
t^  >be  6he^  Hfho,  Ifhereitf^n,  instead  of  leaieiliiig  th«  i^iarpiieaa 
of  his  watth,  SHereased'ltj  le«v$n^  ioneef  his  most  tmstjr  deputies 
wfthhi  the  ehatfberief  tUe  cHinfiMil.  O^tvttiatt,  M^KewnlattetApt*' 
e^  to  bribe  wkh  a  largfs  amount  of  flioriwjrin  gokK«  BatihedepM 
iity  Was  hbrviteiUe.  Tile  ciimiilal  opened,  tbo  ohesl  withia  Ub. 
ohamben-^the  oenteiits  of  whiohwe  harre  alr^y  seetiyirlwtr 
the  squatteif  was  pemkftted  th«  same  piitileg^-^iuid  drew  fordi 
a  pile  of  the  glittering  treasure,  so  daazliiig  to  greedjit  ejes  and 
dmwsj  consciences. 

« Yoa  skaH  ha're  it  iA,^^sdUb  hev  in  a  hssky  whisper,  "^rmly 
seenre  the  f^ow  in  Ae  passage  nnt^  I  can  get  off.  Yon  can 
both  make  off"  witti  it'^^-with  all  that  yon  can  oan7,*-**aBd  yom 
need  not  then  dread  exposure."  « 

The  amount  thus  proffered  was  a  severe  temptation  for  a  poor 
man;  but  this  one, — who,  by  the  way,  had  not  the  courage  to 
stand  the  tln*eatened  lead  of  Captain  Porgy  and  his  veterans,— » 
had  yet  the  fiimness  to  say  to  the  tempter — ''Get  thee  behind 
tte."  It  Might'  bcf  thM  Us  vhttM  Was  govtemed  by  his^feirs, 
atid  by  th^  kno#!edge  tllat  d»et«  were  otiier  watdhers  be^ea 
hhn8elf,lmt  we  prefer,  for  iht  sale  of  humanity*  ie  believe  us 
the  fellow's  virttfe.  We^  conthraally  do  taafechief  to  berals,  by 
assuihing  too  low  a  standkid  of  virtue  ibr  the  poor. 
'  Deceive<}  aftd  biiffled,  M'H^n  grew  morosew  Food  waa 
brought  hhn  at  the  pi-oper  hour.  He  refosed  t»  eat.  The  din- 
ner-honr  passed.  Night  came  on.  He  wdirld  take  no  sapper* 
But  he  drtoh,  if  he  did  not  eat  He  drank  till  his  cheeks  were 
fhished,  and  his  eyes  wore  a  ferocions  and  glscEed  expression, 
which  the  deputy  dreaded  very  much  to  behold.  About  an  hour 
alter  night,  the  dieriff  entered  the  ehambeiv*  andtgiMd**- 

^'This  n^an  Bostwi<^,  is  evidently  dying.  Da  Warley  diWw 
he  can  not  live  throiigh  the  night** 


The  sentence  remained  nnfinished.  The  sheiiff  readSj  gies- 
0edthe  iroitlB  with  which  he  -would  have  itippiied  the  Mank. 
He  tsmed  Hwagr  and  left  the  pvi^Mier;  hot,  seeing  his  oondiiioii, 
and  jBnspecting  in  some  degree  the  canse,  he  remoyed  the  decam 
tet  of  Jiiinaiea  wh)^  «leod  nitpan  the  table.  MiKawn  saw.  the 
act  but  Mlid  tkoMng.  H«  p^sAihfyfrit  that  k  wonkL  be  nsebai 
to  eupMtnlafte.  At  bnAvse  thpt  ttigftt^  the  a^aMer  died»  hewl- 
ing,  in  the  w3de«t  agonies^  ^hydieal  and  nwaitly  ndth  hornble 
enraes  «a  hla  bjfs.  An  ittpwcMtion  iapon  tfie  iMad  of  3i*]Qewn,  * 
while  his  fingers  seemed  to  grapple  and  rend  aolnething  in  air 
hafym  hiift,  i^slMd  the  aiyrM  soabe,  wUdi  Pinknej  wdtaaased 
wkh'the  phy«iei».  €Mad  to  ^ieafs  iinto  fteoh  air,  he  mMstad 
his  horse,  the  moment  the  aceiie  w«ts  omer,  ^and -galloped  off  ta 
Olen^beriey^  fiev^  sujlp^dr  awaited  hlm,,and  .the  paHaaan,  and 
sheriff,  wfth  €Mt  cbmpahiois.  Th^  had  aoavcalj  seated  theift- 
eelves  and  'begun  to  pairtak«i  whien  (they  heard  tfaft  trampfings 
of  a  horse  at  foil  speed,  and,  a  moment  after,  one  of  ihe  deputies 
lelfc  in  eharge  #f  M'Kewn^  bonnded  inta/die  vaom,  hie  cheeks 
pale,  and  his  eyes  wild  with  Mgkt 

"  liow  now,  rtj  jgDod  feUow,  wbat'#  Ae  matteit^  deaMnded 
the  sheirlff.    *' What  baa  acafe«d  ytw  f' 

«"  Oh !  8iy«  the  prisoner's  blbwed  has  braina  xmV 

All  the  party  staged  to  their  feet. 

** Have  the  boiMs  got»  I^anoe  \"*  said  Fwgy  pmnptly. 

'^Herw  was  iti"  <dewuidea  the  sheriff.    The  ^deftaty'^  atoiy 

It  appears  that  the  moody  snllenness  of  M*Kewn  continued. 
fie  demnadel  more  Mclk'  It  wsas  denied  hkn,  aefofdingit)  the 
mstmctions  of  the  stieriil  !S«  aaddenly  anp^ied  hiiaaelf  With 
Biove  fW>^  a  chMt,  and  bis  keeper  did  not  think  hniaalf  author- 
ized Uy  take  tt  firote  him  by  fmrce.  As  ^e  nigbt  a^ranoed  his 
potations  mcreased  in  frequency,  and  his  sdlemiess  and  ferocity 
were  sneceeded  by  a  ih  «f  eitreme  nervoos  snseeptibiiity.  He 
would  start  np  and  exclaim  passionately,  thea  sink  down  in  his 
chak  imd  eo^ver  his  faae  with  his  h^nds ;  but  he  oonid  not  con- 
tmu^hMig  in  iMi^iiiy  other  posiftkm.  At  length,  he  auddaalgr 
'contented  the  keep^. 
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"Let  me  out,"  said  he,  "I  nHiak  go  uA  see  BosNriolL  He 
has  sent  for  me  to  eome.    He  calls  for  qml    I  hear  him." 

The  keeper  reftised. 

"  Will  yoa  go  to  him  then  for  me  f  I  will  pay  you.  See. 
Look  here.  Yoa  shall  have  all  this,  if  yon  will  go  to  him  with 
a  message.*' 

And  he  opened  the  chest  and,^  kneeliiig  by  ity  took  op  j9ereral 
pieces  of  gold^  which  he  coonted  from  one  palm  to  the  other 
The  keqwr  stBl  refbiingy  he  flnng  the  goM  back  into  the  chest* 
*— and  seemed  abovt  to  rise*  when  he  stiddenly  exclaimed — 

'Don't  yon  hear  him  t  He  is  there!  He  is  here!  He  hales 
me  to  him.    I  most  go  1" 

And  he  seemed  to  follow  with  his  eyes  the  motion  of  a  person 
nnsetti.  Then  he  threw  himself  into  an  attitudei  stfll  over  the 
ehest»  as  if  aboai  to  straggle  with  m  foe. 

''I  will  never  go/'  he  cried.  "To  the  gallows,  yoaisel^ 
wretch ;  hot  yoa  do  not  cany  me.  No  1  No  I  I  defy  yon.  The 
devil,  yom  say!  The  devil !  Pahawt  I  am  not  to  he  frightened 
in  diat  way.^v 

Then,  as  if  soddedly  MeA  with  tenor,  he  crouched  and  boned 
his  head  in  the  chest — crying  oo^^ 

i^He  hales  me  away — he  is  too  s(trong!  Help!  Help!  I 
can  not  stand  it !"  and,  Hsing,  with  a  ery,  from  the  chest,  the 
depnty,  for  the  first  tone,  saw  that  he  bad  a  jostol  in  each  hand. 
With  these  he  seemed  to  confront  some  unseen  enemy.  He 
made  no  demoastratiQns  npon  the  gnard,  who  did  not  dare  to 
appoach  l^m,  thus  weiq^oned.  At  length,  as  if  abont  to  bo 
overcome,  he  retreated  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  ipoomi  dying 


"  Do  not  press  me  to*  the  wall.  If  yi^  do,r-^)f  yoa  dare-— 
Oh i  my  €Md— «my  Oodl    He  will  coitte  1" 

With  these  words,  he  discharged  one  of  the  pistols  at  the  Imap 
ginary  object,  then  cried,  while  every  limb  trembled  with  bcnrroi^^ 

"  It  went  throngh  him,  and  he  does  not  falL  He  comes  stilL 
Oh  I"  widi  a  choking  cry^*"  His  fingen  are  npon  my  throat! 
Qh !  Qod,  have  mercy !" 

Thos  q>eaking,  he  clapped  the  other  pistol  to  his  own  head, 
and^  with  the  eradi  of  the  report,  sai)k  down  in  a  he*p  upon  the 
floor,  ntterly  lifeless,  with  his  forehead  entirely  blown  away. 
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Sach  was  tke  stoiry  told  by  th^  gnwd.    Ac%,.rdmf^  to  the 
statem^it  of  time,  tbere  could  not  have  been  five  mintitea  be* 
tween  the  death  of  the  two  miseErable  erimmab.  .  Enough  1 
"  Dniw  the  ooi^iv  ofotc^  ,  • 

Aadlelyf  in  t^.modUaikm.'* 


CHAPTEK  LXTI.     ' 

THIS  eRAIMBS  ABB  SOUB! 

It  was  a  r^iarkftUe  proof  of  piovideiitaal  interposkioii— so 
thought  in  those  days  at  least-^that  not  one  oi  the  pexsoi^  who 
came  in  contact  with  the  squatter  in  his  last  illness,  caught  the 
smallpox  from  lum.  Yet  bis  wifei  litde  Dory,  and  the  two  other 
children,  had  been,  foe  three  daye  at  least,  eoastantlj  in  the  sick 
Hian's  chamber.  This  was  hdd  a  wonderfol  proof  of  God's  gra- 
cious fiftTor ;  and  to  those  who  knew  the  contagious-character  of 
that  malignant  pest,  it  was  cevtainty  a  very  remarkaUe  circum- 
stance. 

After  a  proper  it^tenral,  the  humble  fiBdaaily  was  again  permit- 
ted to  commune  irith  its  former  patrovia.  Mrs.  Eveleigh  took 
Dory  into  her  house,  and  the  united  appropriations  of  the  widow 
and  our  captain,  made  ample  provisiim  for  the  future  comfort  of 
the  mother  and  Uie  other  children,  in  a  little  farm  of  her  own* 
where  she  dwelt  for  ever  after,  in  a  condition  of  humble  comfoi^ 
which  le^  her.  Uttle  to  desire.  Porgy  gave  her  an  old  negro^ 
and  the  widow  Eveleigh  a  young  one.  little  Dory  had  a  teacher 
provided  for  her,  and,  in  a  superior  society,  and  with  proper  edu 
cation,  the  native  talents  and  graces  of  th%  child,  daily  exhibited 
new  blooms,  and  the  sweetest  developments.  In  process  of  time»^ 
when  she  grew  to  womanhood,  her  charms  made  themselves  feh 
in  every  heart  with  which  her  own  came  in  contact,  until — but 
let  us  not  anticipate.    Let  us  return  to  our  principal  parties. 

61en-Eberley,  by  the  events  recorded  in  our  last  chapter,  was 
made  seenre^to  its  proprietor.  Our  captain  of  partisans  was  re- 
lieved of.  all.  his  embarrassments.  His  debt  to  Hrs.  Eveleigh  was 
not  of  thia  order.    The  profits  of  the  plantation  were  quite  ade- 
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^tc^  iiitli  m  fe#  jemmot  indulgenee,  Uy*  liqiudtttte  tkK  and  all 
oAhw  obligations  of  a  pecnnlary  natnre.  Porgy,  at  last,  fbttnd 
shdtdv  beueaftb  his  ig^tiree,  widi  none  to  make  him  afiraid.  He 
had  his  friends  about  Inni^  his  siiiging^bird,  and  his  pnzsle  in  a 
bottle.  George  Dennisoii  and  Doctor  Oakeftburg,  much  to  the 
disquiet  of  MiUhouse,  became  portions  of  the  establishment  The 
one  fidrnished  the  bemads  for  4he  evenings  fifesidet  ^e  other  was 
content  to  provoke  the  wit  of  others,  without  possessing  a  spaik 
of  it,  himself.  The  secgeant  atiill  daUv^red  the  law  from  his  self- 
established  tripod,  lie  was  still  an  oracle  who  sufiered  no  dog 
to  bark.  Lance  Frampton  was  a-  fre^eot  visiter,  and  so  once 
more,  was  Arthur  Eveleigh,  satisfied  to  seek  good  fellowship,  and 
piquant  matter  of  remaik,  ^dugh  still  oeoMlonally  b«spidoi»  of 
the  captaittls  inclinings  to  his  modier.  On  this  flrabject,  howefrer, 
he  no  longw  ventured  to  e^blt  his  boyieh  petalAnee.  The  one 
item  neibuke  of  his  otherwise  gentie  and  affeotfonete  laothtn  bftd 
Ip^ved  ^uSt  e  lAiffibient  #o  curb',  at  least  'fw  (tie  pnssent,  the  youngs 
tiger  striving  withill  him  ;  and,  10  sum  up  In  a  word,  CReu-fiberiey 
presented  to*the  eye  the  cenditien  of  airell^minaged  household, 
in  which  the  patties  'were  all  at  peace  with  Uietnsehres  and  one 
another. 

The  same  thing  mighi  be  said  of  the  nelghboHiood.  The  ge- 
nial moods  prevsiling  in  the  one  household  radiated  in  all  direc- 
.Ifons.  Glen-Eberlej  beoame  a  sort  of  centre  ff^  tbe  pariA  dtffi* 
sation.  The  charm  was  great *^a  sort  of  ssffieht  attmetion — 
which  ditew  the  gefntry ,  lUl  aiDund,  n^thlA  the  spheM  di  its  genial, 
yet  provocative  influences.  Fr^bf  atilfety,  Porgy  resumed  his 
ancient  sj^ift.  ^tht  piquimcy  of  hil9  sodoty,  was  every^ere  ac- 
knowledged j  audi  with  the  sergettnt  and  Doctor  Oakenbu^g  as 
his  foils^  the  hutnor  of  our  captain,  of  part^ans  was  irre^tfble. 
Fun  and  philosophy  were  strangely  itohngfed  in  him,  and  thisy 
wrought  together  in  unison.  To  rise  ^rom  a  practical  jest  hito 
fields  of  fkncifhl  speculation,  was  an  habitual  exercise  irlth  our 
camp  philosopher.  To  narrate  the  experiences  through  which  he 
had  gone,  delivering  history  and  Inography,  anecdote  and  ophnon, 
with  the  ease  of  a  well-bred  gentleman  ever  his  wine  and  wahmta, 
was  to  him  an  art  fhmffiar  as  the  ac^tmentbf  hii  neck-doth.-* 
And  these  things  were  aQ  delivered  with  a  spirit'and  'a  ^hilftxtaess^ 
giving  them  wonderftil  relish,  and  which  was  pecuBaily  his  owtt 
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VfauB  the  Aiym  glidid  by  at  ifaM  wem  wmgtd  wHJb  fQiiBfane.-* 
Thus  tho  tights  «6ai{ied.  all  efibrts  to  delay  them,  t^o  brief  for 
the  eiQoynMattt  w&kli  they  fanwgit.  It  may  be  that  we  dudl 
mmu^  .dwfB'depict  Ihese  hi^py  lameBf  the  ^Hnmors  of  Gkn- 
£bevley^"«^««.^  tlie^  w4t%  ir«li  Tememherecl  by  nany,  ihiiiy 
yeaM  119%  in  all  tint  ckpteip  of  parvbet  whidi  He  bet^need  the 
Ashiey  ami  Hbk  eaetomi  tnarghi  of  the  fiaraanlkh ;  hnt,  at  preeeat, 
we'can  leferto  iHnmcmiky,  Eaoiigii,  that  peaee  reigaad  in  the 
faoosehelil,  tinder  the  tlroagirttl^and  the  happy  t^npeDsiBent  of 
its  einef ;  thai  the  dangeie  which  threatened  from  without,  were 
aU  ovenseaia,  in  •OQBseqneaoeof  the  events  already  recorded;  the 
tbeHff  had  been  soothed  by  oMple  apslegies  ^m  Porgy^  to  which 
Pindmey  eptsily  pijiauaded  him ;  jB>d  Orooks,  the  d^Uty»  sea* 
sombly  sanoed  with  gobd  words  and  irashrmteey,  was  ea«]y  per* 
snaded  to  beheyatfaat  hiadigesliioo  was  teieliy  mhart  by  the  tm* 
natural  sort  of  lepaet  which  he  had  h«en  made  to  liwaUow  by  the 
lawlesS'pattisaaa  Tooif  we  may  here  mention,  was  bought  back 
teas  the  widow  Evaleigh^  ^n&  oeoeived  a  gifW  of  himself,  fvom 
Porgy,  which,  ha  ennnfDgly  rBfacted. 

"  No !  no !  manssa,"  he  cried,  with  a  sly  shaibi!  of  the  head» 
"  I  kaiii*tii'ihk  ob  Mdmg  yea  ofP  dis  way.  Ef  I  doesn't  b'long 
to  fifa^  yam  Vkmgs  i»fneiJ  To«  hah  for  keep  dia  nigger  loag  as 
he  lib ;  and  him  for  keep  yen.  Yos  hab  for  fitt*  be  .dinner,  and 
Tom  hak  for  cook  'eas.  Fse^  nigger,  no  kat>  any  body  for  fin' 
'am  he  hdttle  [violaals] ;  and  d»  man  wha'  hab  sense  and  good 
manssa,at  da  salee  time,  be^s  ia  d-^^^^n  pvettckSar  great  big  fool, . 
for  let  he.maussa  off  from  keep  'em  and  fin'  'em*  I  no  gaiae  to 
be  frae  na  iray  yon  kin  fix  it  1  i  so»  Taennsa,  don*t  yon  bodder  me 
add  din  nonsense  t^sa^i'bonti  ffae  paper  aHy  mov^  Ps  woU  off 
whar'  I  is  J  t^  yoii;  and  1  itnck  mider  [lalUer}  b'loAg  tagood 
maussa,  wha'  I  lab,  dan  be  my  Own  ntaassit  end  qaarrel  wi^ 
mese'f  ebbry  day.  Da's  it !  Xou  yenry  now  1  i  say  de  wud 
for  all !  You  bloAgs  to  me  Tom,  jes'  as  mnch  as  me  Tom 
b'long  to  you  ;  and  you  nebber  guine  git  you  free  pi^r  from  me 
bag  aa  yon  Ubi" 

Tims  the  matter  was  settled,  and  Tom  continued  to  the  end 
of  the  ^haptas,  the  oook  and  pronator  of  his  master. 
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It  was  probaUy  three  montfaa  after  his  emaampaliQii  fimm  th« 
bond  of  the  sheiiffy  that  Oaptaia  Porgy,  one  m<Maiing,  made  hii 
appearance  at  bveakfast  in  fall  drew.  His  totlet  had  heen  pMH 
pared  with  a  mndi  nioer  cam  than  nsoaL  His  beasd,  which»w« 
shame  to  confess,  was  aometaiies  allowed  to  gnaw  wild  for  M 
w^k>  was  now  carefully  ^pmaod  dowSyleaTang.  the  sooodiesi 
posnble  anriaee  of  chiaand  eheek."^  He  woce  Us  fasff  «naU 
clothes,  and  hn  new  blue  cootr  with  giea*  shklag  buttons.  His 
neckcloth  was  a  Ay  bine  silk^  which  had/Sdlore  been  wanu 
His  silk  stockings  were  of  the  most  irreproa^dudble  flesh  eol<»» 
and  Poropej  had  done  his  best  to  polish  his  shoes^  so  as  to  make 
tliem  emniate,  in  some  degree^  the  glittenng  shme  of  the  fine 
patent  leather  of  the  present  day.  The  whole  appearance  of 
our  captain  was  so  firesh  and  so  imique^that  bis  presence  caused 
an  immediate  sensation.  The  improvement  in.  his  toilet  stradk 
all  paities.  Millhonse  coald  not  forbear  an  exclamation*  and 
even  Oakenbnrg  opened  his  eyes  as  he  might  have  done-at  the 
discovery  of  a  new  and  hitherto  vnsa^ected  impedes  of  rattlesnake 
or  viper.  Dennison  only  smiled»-aod  said  something  tonehing  the 
premature  coming  of  the  spring. 

"  We  shall  soon  be  looking  for  the  swallows,  e^itain." 

**  One  would  think  that  we  had  thtoi  here  already/*  replied 
the  captain,  glancing  obliqaely  at  the  enormoas  bowls  of  eoffie 
which  Pomp  was  pouring  out  at  the  memeat  No  more  was 
said.  Bat  when*  after  hreak&urt*  Poigy  ordered  his  hone,  the 
sergeant  immediately  became  enlightenusd  on  the  subject  The 
disappearance  of  the  captain,  epeped  the  ibuntaias  ef  hia  speech* 

*<I  knowed  it,'*  quoth  the  overseer-^^  It's  to  happea  at  last 
Well,  its  all  right  It  mout  ha'  been  done,  a  year  ago,  and 
'twotdd  ha'  saved  some  trouble.  But  it's  never  too  late.  I  see 
I'll  have  to  open  new  lands." 

"*  What's  to  happen?"  demanded  Dennison. 

'*  Don't  yoa  see.    He's  gone  arcourtfaig." 

"Acourtmgr 

*'  Yes  1  he's  gone  off  now,  I'm  main  sartin,  to  pop  the  questioii 
to  the  widow.  Well,  she's  got  a  smart  chaince  of  ni^^ers,  and 
when  they  ^tshkcbed  fairly,  xaj  force  will  be  something  wortli 
counting.  I'll  begin  to  cl'ar  up  my  gum  land  to-morrow.  I'll 
put  in  a  hundred  more  acres  this  season.    Lord  1  what  we  moot 
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ha'  done  a .  year  ago,  ef  tibe  eappin  hadn't  heen  so  mealy 
mouthed/' 

'*  And  jon  t!ifok  he's  gone  to  he  married  V*  demanded  Oaken* 
hnrg — ^^  a  wife." 

''To  be  sore!  What  else!  I  knowt  it — a  wife  it  is!  and 
sich  a  wife.  She's  got  more  than  a  hundred  niggers,  and  I'll 
hev'to  manage  'em  aS.  But,  FU  tell  you  what,-^heil  manage 
you.  She'll  not  hev'  you  Idle  Mlers  about  the  premises.  A 
wife  thaf  s  been  a  wife  befere,  and^  had  the  managing  of  her 
own  affiurs  §o  long,  she  idnt  gwfne  to  her*  her  house  filled  up 
with  warmhL  8hel*ll  het^  a  elearing,  I  tell  you  both.  Singing, 
bi^  and  sn^Oce-eatchers  aint  gwhie  to  eat  her  out  of  house  and 
home.  Shfrtl  find  out  whafs  the  wartues  of  work  in  you,  or 
HheH'  make  you  pack.  Sieh  a  broom  as  she'll  bring  with  her 
when  she  comes,  wfll  sweep  away  all  the  rubbish." 

The  communication  caused  Oldenburg  to  look  blank.  Den- 
ttison,  with  that  rare  disregard  of  to-morrow,  which  is  supposed 
to  mark  the  poetical  nature,  only  laughed,  and  went  off,  hnm«> 
mmg  tth  old  Englkih  ditty'  about  stirring  housewires  and  fairy 
besoms.  Meanwhile,  Porgy  pursued  his  way,  as  the  sergeant 
had  truly  conjectured,  to  the  dwelling  of  the  widow  Eveleigh. 
l%e  sergeant  had  no  less  truly  drvined  his  object  m  the  visit 
For  some  tiDde  past,  the  captain  had  been  meditating  the  obliga- 
tions whkh  he  owed  the  widow.  He  reflected  upon  what  Mill- 
house  had  repeatedly  suggested  to  him,  in  respect  to  tiie  tender 
sort  of  interest  which  she  was  supposed  to  feel  for  himself.  This 
might  be  A  weH-feund^d  suggestion.  Bepeated  examinations  of 
the  ti^att^r,  in  his  ewn  nihid,  had  not  per^mded  him  that  the  in- 
terest of  tile  Widow  was  anytiibg  more  than  tiiat  of  a  friend. 
8tin,  H  wiM  posiible ;  and  if  it  were  really  ike  caae  that  die 
«ntertafaied  any  stronger  sentinient  in  Ms  favor,  it  would  certain- 
ly, as  the  sergeant  had  said*— ^  be  a  most  eruebome  tiling  tiiat 
she  shouldnH  hev'  the  man  she  wanted,  pretickilarly  when  she 
bad  done  so  much  for  his  sarcumstances."  Porgy  felt  the  in- 
gratitude of  any  such  neglect,  on  his  part,  supposing  any  such 
feeling  on  hers,  and  gratitude  furnished  a  crutch  where  love 
might  have  faltered  lamely  and  feSed  in  his  approaches.  Ro^ 
~|>ei^  meditations  had  brought  the  oaj^tain  to  a  definite  con- 
duflfon ;  and  he  had  armed  himself  to  **  come  to  the  sticking 
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poiftt/'  IB  odier  words,  tQ  bwIe^  hoc  xtoxmaX  offer,  pf  hand  and 
heart,  and  hoosehold.  '   '      . 

Fortunately  for  bis  piurpoeae  bo  fbmid  Jiai?  t^  Jhenia  and  alone. 
Dory  had  gone  on  a  visit  to  her  mother. — Arthur  h^d  set  forth 
on  a  d^er  hunt  with  FAunptoi)  and  some  other  yonag  men*  This 
was  probably  known  to  P(Mrgy  when  be  chose  this  dajy  for  his 
demonstrations.  He  found  the  "ifidow  as  icind,  «nd  frank,  lir^ly 
and  agrseaUe,  as  ever;  andt taft^rcbattbigon  a.variety  of  topics, 
lie  g]*adttally  brought  the  one  subjeei  in  particali^  to  bear.  He 
was  viety  nice,  and  as  be  thought,  ir^ty- judicious  in  his  prelim- 
inaries. He  diBcoursed  of  /inarrii^e  in  the  abstract  as  a  befiuti- 
ftil  and  admifably-coaeeiFed  ^eonditian  for  huffuia  beings;  h^ 
discoursed  of  his  own  wants  in  pavtioular.:  Of  aour9a»lie  forlnm 
any  allusion  to  what  migbt  be  isuppoaad  her  wants  also.  He  W9f 
pleading,  and  bumble  and  flolioitoui^  and  reaso^bleand  vevereii; 
tial,  and  touching  and  tratMdi-^and,  in  shorty  without  thnnnfing 
himself  absolu^ly  at  her  feet,^e  declared  Inmself  so,  and  with* 
out  actually  takfaig  her  in  hfa  mmSf  he  avowed  his  gre^  aipoe^ 
to  do  so ;— ^and  this,  we  are  bojond  to  say^  in  the  l^t  possible 
style,  with  pn^r  moderty  and  misgiving. 

The  widow,  with  a  sweet  smiliB,  laid  her  bund  upon,' bis  own* 
and  said  as  gently  and  teaiderly ,  b>ut  aA  calmly,  as  possible  irr:^ . 

"My  dear  captain,  why  is  ittbal^nien  and  women  ican^iotmahaf- 
tain  an  intercourse,  as  friends^  withoat  seeking  any  other  relation. 
Is  it  not  astanuUng  that  such  a  thing  should  soem  intossible  to 
eveiybody  1  Now,  why  shonld  not  you  and  I  be  tzne  friends, 
k>ving  fiateds,  tnMtiAg  each  other  wilh  the  utiaosjl  confidence, 
ooming  and  g<nng  when  we  please --weleoned  when  we  corner 
regnetted  when  we  have  to  depart«-*and  never  perjUing  the  ia- 
titnai^  of  &iendAip  by  ib%  fettem  of  inatranoiQr«  Qax^'i'  it  be  4a 
with  us,  my  dear  caplaini— and  why  not  2  I.  confess  I  think-— 
I  feel—- that  we  may  be  veiy  dear  finends,  oaptain,  for  all  our 
lives ;  glad  in  each  other's  soci^,  dinng  each  other  kindly  and 
affectionate  offices -^faithful  always  and  always  confiding,  as 
friends,  and— nothing  more." 

The  oi^^in  answemd  coniiiBedly*    The  widow  proceeded! 

'*  Tba  £fiot  is,  captain,  if  you  loiik  at  the  matter  properly,  yon 
will  see  Ihat  it  is  ^t^  impossible  that  we  should  mar?ry.  We 
•hobM  risk  much  and  gain  little  by  such  a  Ue.    I  oonfecs  to  you 
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^.bat  were  I  again  to  many»  I  know  no  person  to  whom  I  sboold 
be  more  VOling  to  trust  mj  bappiness  tban  jonrself.'* 

Tbe  captain  squeezed  ber  band. 

"But,  captain,  I  am  willing  to  trust  myself  to  nobody  again. 
I  bave  been  too  long  my  own  mistress  to  submit  to  autbority. 
I  bave  a  certidn  spice  of  independence  in  my  temper,  whicb 
would  argue  no  security  for  tbe  rule  wbicb  seeks  to  restrain  me ; 
and  you,  if  I  am  any  judge  of  men,  bave  a  certain  imperative 
mood  wbicb  would  make  you  veiy  despotic,  sbould  you  meet 
witb  resistance.  Tbere  would  be  peace  and  Mendsbip  between 
us,  my  dear  captain  —  nay  love — so  long  as  we  maintain  our 
sepai'ate  independence ;  and,  in  tbis  faitb,  I  am  unwilling  to  risk 
anytbing  by  any  cbange  in  our  relations.  Let  tbere  be  peace, 
and  fViendsbip,  and  love  between  us,— but  never  a  word  more 
of  marriage.  Tbere  is  my  band,  captain,  in  pledge  of  my  good 
faitb,  my  friendsbip,  my  affectionate  interest  in  yourself  and 
fortunes — my  pleasure  in  your  society — and  you  must  be  con- 
tent witb  tbat.  Will  you,  captain  1  For  my  sake,  let  me  entreat, 
and  please  say  no  more  of  otber  matters." 

Porgy  took  ber  band  and  carried  it  to  bis  lips. 

"  God  bless  you,  my  dear  widow,  and  believe  me  grateful  for 
wbat  you  are  willing  to  bestow.  1  must  be  content— will  be — 
asmtred  of  sucb  a  friendsbip  as  your  heai't  is  capable  of.  You 
arc  rigbt,  perbaps,  and  yet — " 

"  No  doubt  I  am  rigbt.  We  know  eacb  otber,  and  tbere  sball 
be  no  misunderstanding  between  us.  You  must  stay  to  dinner 
witb  me  to*day,  tbat  I  may  be  nire  you  feel  no  impatience  witb 
me." 

And  be  stayed. 


But  tbe  idea  of  marriage  bad,  for  tbe  time,  taken  particular 
^ssedsion  of  tbe  brain  of  our  captain.  Tbree  days  after,  be 
wode  over  to  see  tbe  widow  Griffin ;  but,  on  tbis  occasion,  be  did 
not  take  tbe  same  pains  witb  bis  costume  as  wben  be  visited  tbe 
otber  widow.  His  dress  was  less  pretending,  and  more  sombre 
of  bue.  Tbe  captain  knew,  before  be  started,  tbat  the  widow 
was  alone.  Lance  Frampton  bad  gone  on  a  visit  witb  bis  wife 
to  Dorcbester,  tbe  scene  of  some  of  bis  own  exploits  during  tb« 
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urar,  and  where  be  had  some  relatives.  Porgy  found  the  widow 
in  good  health  and  tiim,  and  especially  in  good  spirits.  Her 
welcome  was  always  genial,  and  she  looked  particularly  charm- . 
ing,  though  in  ordinary  household  gear;  Sh^  was  at  her  spin- 
ning-wheel when  he  came,  A  basket  of  carded  cotton  stood 
beside  her,  and  as  she  drew  off  the  threads  from  the  wheel,  ap- 
proached it  and  retired,  he  thought  her  as  graceful  as  a  yooag 
damsel  of  sixteen.  For  the  first  time  in  his  life,  he  fimcied  thtX 
spinning  was  a  paiticularly  picturesque  performance,  and  won- 
dered that  he  had  not  seen  it  more  frequently  delineated  in 
pi6tui*e8. 

Mrs.  Griffin  was  very  lively  and  good-humored,  and  the  cap- 
tain gradually  became  more  and  more  gallant.  After  awhile^  h^ 
officiated  somewhat  in  her  operations,  Now,  he  drew  the  basket 
of  cotton  to  her  side.  Anon,  when  she  desired  to  move  the  wheel, 
he  caught  up  one.  end  of  it,  while  she  took  the  other.  It  was 
thus  borne  into  the  piazza,  the  better  to  afford  room  for  h^  pro*- 
ceedings.  In  the  obscure  situation  of  the  cottage,  off  the  public 
road,  and  surrounded  by  great  shady  evergreens,  the  piazza  was 
scarcely  less  private  than  the  balL  The  feeling  of  privacy  had 
its  effect  on  Porgy.  Soon,  he  became  more  frequent  in  the  little 
lielps  he  gave  the  widow,  and,  at  length,  when  putting  atide  her 
spinnii^,  she  proceeded  to  reel  off  a  pile  of  yam,  the  captain 
forced  away  the  reel,  and  gallantly  thrUst  his  own  arms  through 
the  hanks.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  good,  simple  Griffin,  wonder- 
ing in  discomfiture  at  this  self-immiliation  on  the  part  of  the 
captain,  strive  agfinst  iu  He  gave  her  a  fiaree  smack  upon  tke 
lips  with  his  own,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  all  her  e£E6rts  H  re- 
possess herself  of  the  thread. 

Then  he  placed  himself  before  her  in  a  great  chair,  his  armn 
extended  to  the  uttermost,  his  eyes  surveying  her  tenderly,  while 
she,  with  downcast  looks,  proceeded,  as  tlie  sultan  ruled,  to  ret^l 
off  the  threads  as  well  as  she  might  from  the  digits  of  her  awk- 
ward auxiliary.  Tbe  picture  was  a  suiSciently  ludicrous  one, 
,but  it  may  l>e  better  fancied  than  described.  Griffin  might  have 
seen — probably  did  see, —  the  grotesque  absurdity  of  the  scene ; 
but  Porgv  was  in  his  Arcadian  mood,  and  certain  feelings  which 
he  had  m  reserve,  made  him  obtuse  in  respect  to  the  queer  figure 
which  he  cut  in  this  novel  employment. 
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He  was  startled  into  a  full  consciousness  of  his  ri£caIoas 
rftttbtSon,  \yf  the  sadden  appearance,  in  front  of  the  house,  on 
Itoi^lKaek,  of  tie  widow  Eveleigh  and  her  son  Arthur.  In  the 
dmt  wirkh  the  eaptahi  had  kept  up,  tender  and  sentimental,  and 
perhaps  a  little  »aucy,  neitiier  Griffin  nor  himself  had  heard  the 
the  sound  of  the  horses,  until  escape  was  impossible.  The  parties 
wei'e  fairly  caught,  'the  first  thought  of  the  captain,  when  he 
looked  up  at  the  sudden  noise  and  saw  who  were  the  visiters, 
was  to  fling  the  yam  orer  Griffin's  head;  at  all  events  to  fling  it 
fi'om  his  arms;  but  the  mischievous  threads  adhered  tenaciously 
to  the  broadcloth,  and  caught  upon  the  buttons  at  his  wrist,  and 
tangled  itself  about  his  fingers,  as  if  each  thread  were  a  spirit 
of  disorder,  sent  especially  for  his  discomfort  and  defeat.  When 
he  sought  to  rise,  it  fell  in  a  mass  upon  his  feet,  and  when  he 
strove  to  kick  it  off,  the  feet  got  involved  within  the  meshes,  so 
that  he  dai'ed  not  take  a  step  forward  lest  he  should  lay  himself 
oot,  at  ftill  length,  along  the  piazza.  As  for  the  yarn,  before  he 
got  out  ot  its  meshes,  it  was  one  inextricable  mass  of  disorder, 
which  filled  tl>e  eyes  of  Griffin  with  consternation  to  behold. 

The  pair  were  really  in  most  pitiable  plight;  an  awkward  con- 
adoQsnesB  of  the  ludicrousness  of  the  picture  they  afforded  to  the 
uew-comers,  striking  them  both  irresistibly  for  the  firat  time. 
But  Porgy's  consciousness  was  particularly  vexing  upon  other 
grounds.  To  be  seen  in  such  a  relation  to  the  one  widow,  after 
seeking  suck  a  relation  with  the  other!  As  the  poor  captain 
meditated  upon  the  matter,  which  he  did  in  a  single  instant  of 
time,  his  face  streamed  with  perspiration,  though  the  mon^  of 
Mardi,  Vfhen  tkke  event  happened,  is  considered  a  tolerably  cool 
#me,  even  in  a  OatoUna  climate. 

Porgy  hardly  dar^  encounter  the  eye  of  the  widow  Eveleigh, 
who*bad  alighted  with  her  -son,  and  now  entered.  But  he  strove 
to  pluek  np  courage,  and,  hi  seeking  to  appear  lively,  he  simply 
showed  himself  nei'vous.  When  lie  did  catch  the  ejeu  of  the 
i^idow,  he  saw  tliem  filled  with  a  sigh^cantly  smiling  speech, 
vhich  added  to  his  confusion.  She  gave  him  her  hand,  however, 
vei-y  fra&ldy  (Afterring,  as  the  did  so — 

"What,  in mt  times,  Hercules  subdued  to  the  distaff !" 

^'jjkkl^mydMa  wUifbw,'k  h  only  w<anan  that  finds  tlie  hero 
wsak.    iW-^Dtt  skonld  have  seen  me  at  tliis  folly!*' 
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This  was  said  in  somethimg  of  a  whisper. 

"  Do  not  count  it  folly,"  answered  the  widow.  "*  It  is  through 
the  weaknesses  of  the  man  that  we  known  bis  proper  strength. 
That  one  is  able  to  forget  his  dignities,  only  shows  that  his  heart 
has  not  been  forgotten.  Bnt,  troth  to  speak,  my  dear  captaint 
the  picture  was  an  amosing  one.'* 

"  ^\inny !  very  1  It  most  have  been."  This  was  said  with 
a  ludicrous  attempt  to  smile,  which  resulted  in  a  grin.  Porgy's 
plan  of  courtship  was  exploded  for  that  day,  and  fbr  a  goodly 
week  afterward.    But  the  purpose  was  not  abandoned. 


It  was  about  ten  days  after,  whai  the  captain  took  occasion  to 
revisit  the  widow  Griffin.  Frampton  and  his  wife  were  still  ab- 
sent Mfllhouse,  Arthur  Eveleigh,  and  George  Dennison,  were 
off  on  a  deer  hunt  somewhere  down  the  river;  and  Poigy  having 
smoked  his  after-dinner  pipe,  and  feeling  dull,  if  not  drowsy,  hav- 
ing dined  alone,  resolved  briefly  the  desolateness  of  his  state, 
and,  under  a  sudden  call  to  change  it,  ordered  his  horse,  deter* 
mined  to  woo  the  widow  Griffin  after  the  most  lion-like  fashion. 
To  confess  another  of  our  captain's  weaknesses,  he  had  but  little 
doubt  of  success  in  his  present  quest.  Griffin  had  been  so  docfle, 
so  gentle,  so  solicitous  of  his  ease  and  comfort,  that  he  really 
persuaded  himself  he  had  but  to  seek  to  secure.  And  so  he 
rode. 

A  pretty  smart  canter  soon  brought  him  to  Iter  door,  where 
tlie  spectacle  that  confounded  him  was  even  more  astonishing  to 
Iiifl  sight,  than  the  situation  could  have  been  to  the  widow  Eve- 
leigli,  when  she  caught  himself.  He  could  scarce  belief  his 
eyes.  There,  in  tlie  piazza,  stood  the  fair  Griffin,  clasped  close 
in  the  arms  of  the  overseer,  Fordham,  and  that  audacious  per* 
sonage  was  actually  engaged  iu  tasting  of  her  lips,  as  a  sort  of 
dessei-t  after  dinner.  The  situation  was  apparent  as  the  noonday 
sun.  The  facts  were  beyond  all  question  or  denial.  The  parties 
were  fairly  caught,  i^id  so  conscious  was  the  wicked  widow  of 
the  sinfiilnpss  of  suffering  hers^f  to  be  caught^  that,  »ot  aUe  to 
face  the  captain,  she  broke  away  from  the  arms  of  F«r4I)aini  and 
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nisbed  headlong  into  the  house.  Poi^  was  swallowed  up  in 
astoakhment  He  was  abont  to  wheel  his  horse  aronnd,  and  ride 
oSf  at  greater  speed  than  Uiat  which  brought  him»  when  Fordham 
sallied  ont,aad  asked  hipi  to  alight,  and  with  the  coolest  manner 
in  the  woild  said — 

"Well,  cap]^,  jou've  canght  ns  at  it;  but  no  harm  done»  I 
hope.  The  widow  and  me  hev'  struck  hands  on  a  bargain,  and  I 
reckon  we'll  be  mighty  soon  man  and  wife;  and  I  hope,  cappin, 
to  see  you  at  the  wedding." 

"The  d — 1  you  do!*'  was  the  only  response  of  the  captain,  as, 
looking  fiercely  indignant  at  such  cold-blooded  audacity,  he 
wheeled  bis  horse,  clapped  spurs  to  his  sides,  and  sent  him  home- 
ward at  full  gallop. 

'^ Mighty  strange!"  quoth  Fordham,  "The  cappin  doesn't 
seem  to  like  it  I" 

Simple-minded  Fordham,  to  suppose  that  a  man  should  like  to 
see  his  neighbor  feeding  on  the  yery  fruit  he  had  thought  to 
gather  for  himsel£ 


With  the  de&i^t  of  these  attempts.  Captain  Porgy  gave  up  all 
notion  6f  marriage. 

"Woman!"  quoth  he,  "woman!"  and  there  his  soliloquy 
ended ;  but  the  one  word,  repeated,  was  full  of  significance. 
When  at  length  his  comrades  were  again  assembled  about  the 
board,  and  the  cheerful  fires  were  blazing  on  the  hearth,  and  the 
philosophic  cloud  wreaths  floated  about  the  apartment,  and  the 
tankards  were  filled  with  potent  floods  of  sunny  liquor,  Porgy 
said  suddenly  to  his  companions — 

"  My  good  fellows,  there  have  been  moments  when  I  thought 
of  deserting  you, — that  is,  I  sometimes  meditated  bringing  in 
upon  you  a  fearful  influence,  which  might  have  lessened  your 
happiness,  and  destroyed  the  harmony  which  prevails  among  us. 
I  have  had  various  notions  of  taking  a  wife — " 

"A  wife!"  cried  Dennison.  "Oh!  hush,  captain,  and  don't 
^ghten  a  body  so !  A  wife!  What  madness  prompted  such  a 
thought  ?" 
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"  A  wifb !"  cried  Oakenb!ir^.--"the  Lord  deliver  ntl" 

"£f  she'd  ba'  come,  6be*d  ha'  deSvered  yeu  migfa^ 
quotb  Millbouse ;  "  I  donH  see  what'«  to  ^ear  a  tK>dy  fai  a  wife; 
pervided  she's  m  proper  sarcnmstanee^  and  Is  kept  sliik,  by  a 
man  usen  to  army  rigUalions." 

*'Mau8sa  better  widont  'em/'  qaotb  Tom ;  **I  nebber  kin  'tan 
for  he  happy  hi  boase  wbar  woman's  is  de  manssa." 

"  Well  yoa  will  all  be  pleased  to  bear»  then,  that  I  have  de- 
termined to  live  a  bachelor  for  your  sakes.  I  saerifiee  my  happi* 
ness  for  your  own.  I  renounce  the  temptalionB  of  the  fleah.  It 
has  been  a  pang  to  me,  gentlemen,  to  do  so  for  beauty  is  pxeeioiis 
in  my  sight.  There  are  women  whom  I  could  love.  There  are 
charms  which  persuade  my  very  eyes  to  sin.  There  are  swec^ 
which  make  my  mouth  water.  But,  for  your  Bakes,  I  renonnoe 
them  all.  I  shaH  life  for  you  only.  You  could  neit  weU  do 
without  me ;  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  do  without  y<Ku  Tou 
shall  be  mine  always — I  shall  be  yours^  To  woman,  except  aa 
friend  or  companion,  I  say  depart !  I  renounce  y^  1  Avoid,  ye 
sweet  tempters  to  mortal  weakness — ye  beguile  me  with  your 
charms  no  more !  For  your  sakes,  dear  comrades,  there  shall 
be  no  mistress,  while  I  live,  at  Glen-Eberley." 

"  And  may  you  live  for  ever!"  was  the  cry  from  all  but  AGll 
house.    He  only  muttered  in  the  ears  of  Dennlson— 

"  I  sees  it  all !  He  disowns  the  women  bekaise  he  kaint  help 
bimself.    The  grapes  is  sour!^ 
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Zimn.  Bark,  how  o«r  fteeda  for  preMBt  Mrrlee  nelgfa  I 
Davfrxit.  Mount  thAoa,  and  make  Incision  In  their  hldea. 

That  their  hot  Mood  may  spin  in  EngUah  ey«i^ 

And  daunt  tkeaa  with  mperflnooi  conrage. 

Knro  Hrmst  tub  Fnmt 


A.  C.  ARMSTRONG  &  SON, 

714    BROADWAY, 

1882. 
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ISaUnd,  according  to  Act  of  Congroia,  In  the  ynur  \K&, 
Bt  J.  a  REDFIELD. 
la  the  Cierkt  CfBoe  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  la  and  for  the  Soathera 
District  of  New  York. 


TO 

GEN.    D.    F.    JAMISON,    . 

OF  ORANGEBURG,  8.  C 


Mv  Dear  Jamison — 

You  will  find,  in  the  talo  wbicli  follows,  that  I  Lave  bor- 
rowed freely  from  your  ootos.  It  is  but  proper  that  I  should 
make  this  acknowledgment,  while  paying  my  tribute  to  your 
worth,  your  friendship,  and  the  grateful  intimacy  which  has  so 
long  existed  between  us. 

Ever  £uthfu]Iy  yours,  &c. 

W.  GiLMORK  SiMMS. 

WoooLAirns^  8.  C. 
Jwe  10,  1855. 


INTRODUCTION. 


HISTORICAL   SUMMARY. 

Thk  reader  wlio  Tirfs  done  mo  tlio  honor  to  keep  progress  iHA 
me  in  the  several  journeys  which  I  have  made  into  the  8ome« 
what  obscure  regions  of  our  historical  romance-— who  has,  in 
brief,  read  my  novels,  the  "  Partisan,*'  "  MelHchampe,"  "  Kath* 
arine  Walton,"  and  "The  Scout,"  wffl. remember  that  I  have 
endeavored  to  maintain  a  proper  hiptor?  rd  connection  among 
these  stories,  corresponding  with  the  several  transitional  periods 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  in  South  CaroHna.  While  the  "  Par- 
tisan" opened  the  drama  with  the  fall  of  Charleston,  the  **  Seotft" 
closed  with  the  siege  of  "Ninety-Six ;"  an  event  which,  though 
it  left  the  victory  in  the  hands  of  the  British,  left  them,  at  the 
same  time,  in  a  condition  of  such  feebleness,  as  to  render  their 
temporary  triumph  of  litlile  value  to  their  fortunes.  The  post 
was  abandoned  as  soon  as  rescued  from  the  besiegers,  and  hon 
Rawdon,  apprehensive  of  dangers  which  were  suffiaently  appa 
rent  upon  the  horizon  to  every  veteran  eye,  took  up  his  line  of 
inarch,  with  all  possible  expedition,  for  the  Low  CouBftry,  And 
the  securities  of  the  seaboard. 
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The  "  Partisan*'  closed  with  the  melancholy  defeat  of  the  first 
southern  continental  army  under  Gates,  at  Camden.  ''  Melli- 
champe"  illustrated  the  interval  between  this  event  and  the  arrival 
of  Greene,  with  Oie  rude  material  for  the  organization  of  a  second 
army  ;  and  was  more  particularly  intended  to  do  honor  to  the 
resolute  and  hardy  patriotism  of  the  scattered  bands  of  patriots , 
who  still  maintained  a  predatoiy  warfare  against  the  foe  among 
the  swamps  and  thickets,  rather  keeping  alive  the  spirit  of  the 
country,  than  operating  decisively  for  its  rescue.  "  The  Scout," 
originally  published  under  the  name  of  "  The  Kinsmen,"  occu 
pied  a  third  period,  wh^n  the  wary  policy  of  Greene  began  to 
make  itself  felt,  in  the  gradual  isolation  and  overthrow  of  the 
detached  posts  and  fortresses  which  the  enemy  had  established 
with  the  view  to  overawe  the  people  in  the  leading  precincts 
of  the  state ;  while  **  Katharine  Walton,"  closing  the  career  of 
certain  parties,  introduced  to  the  reader  by  the  ''  Partisan,"  and 
making  complete  tiie  trilogy  begun  in  that  work,  was  designed 
to  show  the  fluctuations  of  the  contest,  the  spirit  with  which  it 
was  carried  on,  and  to  embody  certain  events  of  great  individual 
interest,  connected  with  the  fortunes  of  persons  not  less  distin^ 
guished  by  their  individual  worth  of  character,  and  their  influ 
ence  upon  the  general  history,  than  by  the  romantic  dream- 
stances  growing  out  of  their  career. 

This  narrative  brought  down  the  record  to  a  period,  when, 
fbr  the  first  time,  the  Britidi  were  made  to  understand  that  the 
conflict  was  doubtful ;  that  their  conquests  were  insecure,  and 
that,  so  far  from  extending  their  arms  over  the  interior,  it  be* 
came  a  question  with  them  whether  they  should  be  able  to 
maintain  their  hold  upon  the  strong  places  of  which  they  had 
so  looig  held  possession.  Their  countiy-posts  had  mostly  fallen 
mto  the  hai^  of  the  partisans,  and  such  as  remained  were  m^ 
mently  threatened  with  like  fortune.  To  maintain  themselves 
in  Charleston  and  Savannah,  the  necessity  was  pressing  that 
they  should  contract  their  powersi  and  concentrate  their  forces. 
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Beittforcements  from  Europe  were  hardlj  to  be  expected.  The 
Bntisb  empire  was  in  a  state  of  exhaustion,  and  the  armj  of 
the  invader  was  now  half  made  up  of  the  proyineial  loyalists. 

It  is  proposed,  in  the  present  story,  to  resmne  the  historical 
narratiYe  at  this  period;  making  it  snbordinate,  however*^ as 
has  been  the  plan  of  the  preceding  volumes-^ to  other  erents, 
in  which  the  writer  will  naturally  seek  to  illustrate  the  social 
condition  of  the  country,  under  the  infiuence  of  those  strifes  and 
trials  which  give  vivacity  to  ordinary  circumstances,  and  mark 
with  deeper  hues,  and  stronger  colors,  and  sterner  tones,  the 
otherwise  common  progress  of  human  hopes  and  fears,  passioBf 
and  necessities. 

The  operations  of  the  British  in  South  OaroHna,  after  the 
abandonment  of  Ninety^Six,  were  contracted  almost  entirely 
within  that  section  of  country,  which  is  enclosed  by  the  San- 
tee,  the  Oongaree,  and  Bdisto  rivers.  They  were  wholly  con- 
centrated in  the  alluvial  regions,  or  what  is  called  the  Low 
Country.  Here,  Bawdon  proposed  to  keep  his  forces  in  hand, 
ready  fbr  emergendes,  and  hoped,  undertaking  no  enterprises, 
to  make  a  sufficient  stimd  against  the  American  troops.  But, 
even  for  this,  it  was  soon  f^und  that  his  strength  was  inadequate, 
and  that  Ghreene  was  confident  enough  to  offer  him  batUe  on 
die  Edisto.  With  a  melancholy  instinct,  warning  hnn  of  humil- 
iating reverses,  liord  Bawdon  anticipated  the  mortification  of 
final  defeat,  by  yielding  the  command  of  the  army  to  Ooload 
Stewart,  retiring  himself,  after  a  brief  pause  at  Orangeburg,  ta 
the  walls  of  Oharleston,  where,  he  lingered  only  long  enough 
to  stain  his  good  name  by  the  sanguinary  execution  of  Hayae, 
and  then  departed  for  Europe. 

One  single  farther  statement  will  suffice  to  put  the  reader  in 
possession  of  the  relative  position  of  the  opposing  forces.  The 
numerical  strength  of  Ghreene  and  Stewart  was  nearly  equaL 
Apart  from  the  garrison  at  Charleston,  and  a  detachment  under 
Colonel  Cruger,  slowly  approaching  from  above,  the  army  of 
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Colond  Stewart  may  liave  numbered  from  fifteen  liundred  tp 
two  thousand  men ;  that  of  Greene  was  fully  tlie  latter  num- 
ber»  but  mostly  composed  of  militja.  But,  thongk  Greene  lacked 
in  regular  infantry,  he  was  more  than  a  match  for  his  opponent 
in  cavaky.  In  this  respeet,  he  was  well  served.  There  was 
no  better  cavalry  in  the  woiid,  and  it  grew  more  numerous 
every  day,  by  accessions  firom  the  country  gentry. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement,  that  Greeae,  though  uot 
unwilling  to  fight»  was  yet  in  no  condition  to  invite  the  combat 
exc^t  on  hia  own  terms.  For  this,  Kawdon  and  Stewart  were 
equally  unwilling.  Strongly  posted  as  they  were  in  Orange* 
burg,  it  would  have  been  madness  in  Greene  to  have  forced  the 
trial  of  strength  upon  them,  and  Stewajtt,  left  suddenly  in  com- 
maud,  felt  too  heavily  the  weight  <>£  responsibility  upon  him,  to 
undertake  any  bold  adventure.  There  were  reasons  for  his 
forbearance,  other  than  his  own  s^ase  of  re^Musibiliiy,  which 
sufficiently  excused  his  apaihy.  But  these  reasons  will  properly 
find  development  in  the  ceuKse  of  our  story.  It  is  then  undeiv 
stood  that  our  narrative  opens  a(t  the  momei^t  when  Bawdon  is 
preparing  to  3aeld  the  care  of  the  anny  to  the  <^arge  of  his 
Ueuftenent*  bA  the  moment  when,  appiHMMihing  Omngebwrg  as  a 
post  of  rest,,  after  the  retreat  from  Ninety-Six,  after  the  aban^ 
domnent  and  destruction-  of  Camden*  after  the  bas  of  almost  all 
ef  their  posts  m  the  intiocios,  the  Bxitiah,.  after  an  exhausdng 
mardi^  weary  and  desponding,  axe  se^unip  to  snatch,  a  moa»en«> 
tary  rest  from  futigue  and  danger-^not  willing  tt>  seek  their 
ibesr  and  scarcely  able  to  cov^  themselves  itom  pursuit  They 
W0pe  soon  to  be  strengthened  by  a  body  of  thirteen  hundred  men^ 
chiefly  loyalists,  under  the  command  of  GfHHgHKt  late  eommand- 
ant  at  the  post  of  Ninety-Six ;  but  of  hie  approaoh>  as  yet,  they 
knew  hut  little,  and  had  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  he 
mi^t  be  cut  ofi^  bmrdened  as  was  his  train  by  olcida  of  ftigkive 
toiies,  with  ijieif  families,  from  the  upper  country,  and  followed 
dosefy  by  Pickens^  one  of  the  most  famous  partialis  of  CaroHua. 
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Notliing,  indeed,  saved  them  but  the  exhantrted  cmidftion  of 
Pidiens'ft  caraliy,  whieh,  to  use  his  own  language,  •*  conld  nei- 
ther get  up  with  the  eneioyi  nor  get  away  &otn  him.**  To  ex- 
cuse the  lack  of  enterprise  in  both  armies,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  add  that  hanger  and  nakedness  Were  at  work  among  them. 
ProviflioBs  eenld  not  be  procured  on  any  terms.  The  conntry 
was  exhausted ;  and  veiy  dieerfblly  would  both  partfts  hare 
taken  the  field  for  food,  when  they  would  have  hesitated  to 
do  so  for  more  noble  considerations. 

But  we  may  safely  leave  it  to  the  novelist  to  pursue  the  nar- 
rative in  place  of  the  historian.  Enough  has  been  shown  of 
the  chronicle  to  place  the  reader  in  full  possession  of  the  relative 
strength  and  condition  of  the  contending  forces.  The  Ameri- 
cans are  gaining  confidence  with  every  moment  of  pause ;  the 
British,  gathering  themselves  up  for  the  last  struggle,  prior  to 
their  expulsion  from  a  region,  of  which,  for  a  long  season, 
they  had  enjoyed  the  pleasant  fruits.  Suspense,  anxiety  and 
apprehension,  like  so  many  heavy  clouds,  to  say  nothing  of  a 
long  and  scorching  summer,  hung  over  the  fortunes  of  the  con- 
tending armies,  and  seemed  to  paralyze  their  energies. 

But  the  partisans  have  their  work  to  do  in  spite  of  these  dis- 
couraging influences.  They  were  allowed  no  such  respite  as 
was  accorded  to  the  regular  army,  and  throughout  the  whole 
exhausting  period  of  summer,  their  cavalry  was  kept  in  motion 
startling  the  British  with  incessant  alarms ;  hovering  about  their 
posts,  snatching  up  their  convoys,  and  occasionally  cutting  off 
their  detachments.  In  this  sort  of  work,  we  find  all  our  great 
captains  of  partisans  equally  engaged,  Marion,  Sumter,  Pickens, 
Lee,  Maham,  Harden,  the  two  Hamptons,  Horry,  Taylor,  and 
many  others.  By  these,  even  under  the  blazing  heats  of  July 
and  August,  the  country  was  literally  swept,  as  with  a  fiery 
besom,  through  all  that  region  the  boundaries  of  which  have 
already  been  described.  This  was  the  famous  campaign  of 
•*  The  Dog-Days,"  a  season  proverbial  for  the  wonderful  endu* 
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ranee  and  audacity  of  the  partisana,  when  the  vegslar  troops 
of  neither  army  could  make  a  day's  march,  without  the  loss  of 
numbers  perishing  from  the  heat.  In  the  retreat  of  Bawdoa 
from  Ninety-Six,  more  than  fifty  soldiers  dropped  dead  upon 
the  march;  and  subsequently—but  we  must  not  anticipate. 
We  have  already  trespassed  somewhat,  in  these  slight  glances 
at  the  province  which  we  propose  to  assign  to  our  story. 
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CHAPTER   I. 
'bbam's  cabin  in  thb  swamp. 


luB  district  of  Orangeburg,  in  South  Carolina,  constitutes 
one  of  the  second  Her  (from  the  seaboard)  of  the  political  and 
judicial  divisions  or  districts  of  that  state.  It  is  a  vast  plain, 
with  a  surface  almost  unbroken,  in  the  southern  and  western 
portions,  by  elevations  of  any  sort.  In  this  region,  it  is  irri- 
gated by  numerous  watercourses,  rivers,  and  creeks,  that  make 
their  way  through  swamps  of  more  or  less  width  and  density. 
These  are  all  thickly  covered  with  a  wild  and  tangled  forests- 
growth,  skirted  with  great  pines,  and  dwarf-oaks,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  a  vast  variety  of  shrub-trees;  the  foliage  of  which* 
massed  together  by  gadding  vines,  usually  presents,  in  mid- 
summer, the  appearance  of  a  solid  wall,  impervious  to  sight  and 
footstep. 

The  precinct  received  its  first  European  settlers  in  1704. 
These,  originally  the  subjects  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  natural- 
ly  conferred  his  name  upon  the  district.  But  the  settlements 
were  not  confined  to  this  people.  Along  the  Santee,  the  Con- 
garee,  and  Edisto,  tbere  were  Huguenot  and  English  families, 
that  came  in  afterward;  and,  occasionally,  a  small  group  of 
Scotch,  and  protestant  Irish,  might  be  found,  occupying  tracts 
which  were  comparatively  isolated  from  all  others. 

These  several  settlements  maintained  each  its  original  nation- 
al characteristics ;  and,  even  at  tbe  opening  of  the  Revolution* 
there  had  been  little  or  no  amalgamation  among  them.    They 
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did  not  even  associate ;  and  the  only  cementing  agency  whick 
tb^  acknowledged,  bringing  tbe  several  parties  into  social  re- 
'  lation,  grew  gradually,  in  tbe  growth  of  a  native  population. 
Tbe  children  of  all  parties  spoke  the  English  language,  and 
this  proved  a  bond  of  union,  in  tbe  absence  of  other  ties,  of  a 
strength  sufficient  to  nejBtraliae,  in  a  great  degree,  tbe  original 
antipathies  of  the  parent  stocks. 

Near  the  creeks  and  rivers,  the  settlements  were,  naturally, 
most  numerous ;  and,  speaking  with  regard  to  the  standard  ac- 
knowledged among  the  people,  these  watercourses  were  com- 
paratively thickly  inhabited.  Alioag  the  Santee,  for  example, 
and  the  two  great  lines  of  thoroughfare  fronl  Charleston  to  the 
'i 'Oiigarecs,  tbe  sound  of  a  bom,  in  times  of  dttnger,  could  bring 
out,  almost  anywhere,  a  score  of  mounted  men ;  though  we  need 
m*Rrcely  inform  our  readers,  in  respect  to  a  region  «o  lacking  in 
homogeneity — during  the  revolutionary  period — that  the  same 
means  would  be  just  as  apt  to  find  them  divided  very  equally 
hito  opposing  parties.  The  French,  or  Huguenot  settlements, 
would  be  sure  to  wear  whig  colors ;  so  also  tbe  Irish ;  the 
Scotch  and  English  were  mostly  dogged  loyalists;  while  the 
Oerman  population  were  neai*ly  equally  divided  in  sentiment 
between  the  colony  and  tbe  crown. 

Of  the  native  bom,  a  vast  majority  were  patriots,  particular- 
ly the  younger  men;  and  these,  necessarily  brought  together 
fVom  all  the  settlements,  blended  the  otherwise  adverse  nation- 
nl  sentiments  of  the  original  stocks,  into  that  rare  sort  of  union, 
wbich  Anacreon  Moore  rather  fancifully  describes  as  tbe  "  one 
arch  of  peace."  To  this  mingling  of  their  young,  was  due,  in 
fsoine  degree,  the  occasional  forbearance  of  tbe  parents ;  many 
of  whom,  on  both  sides,  took  parole  or  protection,  and  forebore 
tbe  field ;  as  much  because  of  tbe  committal  of  their  sons,  as  be- 
cause of  any  selfish  apprehensions  of  their  own. 

There  was  still  a  fair  proportion,  however,  who  felt,  or  ac- 
knowledged, none  of  these  restraints ;  and  who,  whether  from 
a  natural  and  earnest  sentiment  of  loyalty,  or  because  of  their 
ftiH  fkitb  in  the  powers  of  tbe  German  sovereign  on  the  throne 
of  Britain,  to  coerce  bis  rebellious  subjects  into  obedience, 
Joined  the  banner  of  the  king  as  soon  as  it  was  unforled,  and 
proved  themselves  as  fierce  and  trospa^ing,  as  if  they  dealt  only 
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with  their  natural  enemies.  It  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  indl* 
eate  the  various  causes  which  led  the  people  to  choose  opposi- 
tion on  either  side ;  hut,  we  may  add,  that,  as  in  all  such  oases, 
there  were  haser  motives  also  at  work;  there  wwe  private 
fends  to  aveuge,  hot  rivalries  to  assuage,  and  plunder  to  be  won. 
It  may  he  that  the  progress  of  our  history  will  unfold  all  of 
these  motives  in  turn* 

There  is  a  small  watercource,  buried  in  swamp  and  thickly 
fringed  with  a  natural  and  noble  forest-growth,  which,  rising  at 
nearly  equal  distances  between  the  Bantee  and  the  Sdisto,  £nds 
its  way  at  last  into  the  latter  river.  This  stream  goes  still  by 
the  old  rustic  title  of  the  Four-Holes  swamp.  In  the  times  of 
which  we  write,  it  was  one  of  the  places  of  refuge  for  the  out- 
lying patriot  The  settlements  along  its  upland  margin  were 
infrequent ;  and,  though  skirted  by  one  of  the  common  th(M^ 
onghfares  of  the  county,  the  region  was  of  too  suspicious  a 
,  character  to  eaSer  the  traveller  to  linger  as  he  rode.  There 
was  nothing  to  woo  the  lover  of  the  picturesque  in  the  prospect 
around  him,  and  curiosity  had  but  little  motive  to  pierce  the 
dark  and  silent  recesses  of  those  thickets  which  seemed  impene- 
trable from  without ;  and  the  mysterious  stillness  and  obscurity 
of  which,  were  well  calculated  to  arm  the  instincts  of  the  way- 
fisurer  with  a  tremulous  sense  of  danger.  He  rarely  suffered 
himself  or  his  steed  to  pause  and  bait  as  he  sped  over  the  route, 
so  long  as  the  gloomy  shadows  of  this  great  thicket  were  cast 
upon  his  path. 

It  is  to  this  very  region,  however,  that  we  propose  to  conduct 
the  reader  now.  We  shall  penetrate  the  silent  and  shadowy 
fortress  of  swamp  and  forest,  following  a  footpath  which  you 
would  scarcely  discover  for  yourself;  the  traces  of  which,  from 
without,  are  quite  undiscernible  by  the  uninitiated.  We  enter 
a  creek,  breaking  boldly  through  a  fence  of  willows.  Our  steeds 
leave  no  track  in  the  water.  We  follow  the  stream  for  fifty 
yardf!,  and  knee-deep  in  the  swamp  we  are  surrounded  by  a 
wood  of  cypresses.  Before  us  another  fortress  of  forest  spreads 
away,  thick  and  matted.  We  press  boldly  up  against  it,  and  a 
fkint  gleam  of  light  appears,  as  shining  through  a  crevice,  on 
our  left.  We  descend^  following  this  gleam.  It  opens  suffi- 
ciently to  admit  of  our  pcsaoge  through  a  coptte  of  cane  ani' 
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willows  over  which  hang  great  branches  of  gnui  aua  ttipola 
We  pass  a  hammock,  thicklj  covered  with  woods.  And  stiU 
oiir  way  lies  through  water.  The  path  grows  sinnons  and  would 
l«e  lost,  but  for  certain  marks  npon  the  branches  of  the  trees 
under  which  we  are  required  to  move.  You  would  not  see 
these  marks.  No  one  could  see  them,  were  they  not  shown ; 
or  decipher  their  mystic  uses,  were  they  not  explained.  They 
have  been  carefhlly  made,  not  only  to  escape  the  casual 
^ance,  but  to  ^ape,  step  by  step,  the  course  of  him  who  has 
been  taught  the  cipher.  The  refuge  has  been  often  sought.  It 
has  hitherto  justified  the  hope  of  security  which  it  promised. 
The  spot  was  long  known  and  honored  after  the  Revolution,  as 
**  'Bram  Johnson's  Castle." 

But  we  have  not  reached  "  'Bram's  Oastle"  yet  There  is 
still  a  tract  of  wood  afid  water  to  be  passed.  The  refbge  is  one 
designedly  difficult  of  access,  and  even  to  him  who  knows  the 
indices  by  which  to  find  it,  the  way  is  circuitous  and  the  paths 
difficult.  But  we  will  suppose  these  to  be  overcome.  The  re* 
gion  has  been  laid  bare  since  the  war,  and  many  have  been  the 
curious  spectators  whom  the  familiar  scout  has  conducted  to  the 
curious  hiding-place  of  the  patriots.  Let  us  penetrate  at  once 
to  the  recess,  supposing  the  difficult  progress  to  be  overcome, 
and  emerging  suddenly  from  the  thicket  and  swamp,  upon  a 
hammock,  an  islet  of  the  swamp,  covered  with  mighty  trees, 
pine  and  beech,  a  sandy  spot,  high,  dry,  and  sheltered,  as  if  a 
retreat  for  the  Genius  Lociy  whom  we  will  suppose  a  bearded 
Druid,  brooding  in  silence  while  he  grows  to  stone,  and  the 
gray  moss  winds  alK>ut  him,  a  natural  shroud  for  the.  High 
I*rlcHt  of  ft  perished  people. 

It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  one  of  the  hottest  days  of  Juno— 
one  of  the  hottest  months  in  Ca>*olina<^in  the  year  of  grace 
one  thousand  ^oven  hundred  <ind  eighty*ano,  that  a  horseman 
made  his  way  along  the  route  described,  and  penetrated  to  the 
litiie  swamp  islet,  or  hammock,  npon  which  the  cabin  of  'Bram 
Johnson  stood.  The  stranger  was  very  certainly  a  military 
man,  though  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe  hb  costume  as  a 
military  unifrrn?..  fie  evidently  belonged  to  the  irregular  ser- 
-^See; '  fils*  clothes  were  of  a  daric  blue,  and.,  coiisisted  of  an 
overall,  or  hu&lln^  shirt  Qf  linen  -ojr  cotton  material;    His  small 
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dolhea  were  of  the  stau  materudt  and  feggiBB*  t>^  blue  Ab, 
mocfa  after  the  Indian  fashion*  e^mpleted  his  ontni..  The  cap 
whieh  he  wore  was  oii^ommon  fiir»  without  feather.  He  carried 
a  broadsword  at  his  side,  and  plit<^  dottUy  shotted,  filled  his 
holsters.  His  steed  was  a  glorioas  blaok,  withoat  spot  npon  all 
his  bodT,  one  white  star  bxcepted,  which  was  conspioaouc  upon 
his  right  fore  shoulder.  The  rider  was  of  yigotoas  buiid ,  mt 
so  heavy  as  compact  and  syisiiietriGal ;  some  five  feet  deven 
inches  high^  erect  oi  earriagei  and  probably  twen^-seren  jean 
of  age.  He  had  #  finelj-finrmed  oral  face,  well  bronsed,  cheeks 
full,  chin  prominent,  and  eyes  gray  and  searching  as  the  ea|^e^ 
The  fordiead  was  broad,  the  head  high,  and  the  chestnnt  curb 
escaped  beneath  his  cap,  and  hang  loose  and  long  npcm  his 
shoulder.  Clearly,  there  was  need  for  shears  and  raaor»  the 
beard  being  quite  as  long  and  massive  as  the  hair. 

Our  horseman  had  penetrated  all  the  avenues  leading  to  the 
hammock  of  'Bram  Johnson,  without  disturbing  any  eehoeo. 
He  stopped  his  steed  when  about  to  emetrge  upon  ^e  baaka^ 
and  alighted  where  he  stood,  fiastening  the  animal  to  a  swing- 
ing bough  tliat  hung  above  the  creek.  With  his  sabre  in  his 
hand  the  rider  quietly  ascended  the  hammock,  and  made  his 
way  forward,  with  the  stdride  of  one  quite  Bute  of  his  ground, 
and  without  apprehending  interruptifoii.  He  was  dearly  one 
of  those  in  possession  of  the  *'€pcm  tetanu***  He  passed  quietly 
bat  confidently  among  the  great  beeches,  cypresses,  and  tjett' 
mores,  which  covered  the  islet,  until  his  eye  cau^  glimpses  of 
a  vein  of  smoke  that  rose  from  the  cabin  of  'Bram  Johnson. 
Then  he  paused  for  a  moment,  and,  stealing  from  tree  to  tree, 
M  if  suddenly  counselled  with  the  necessity  of  caution,  he  con* 
tinned  ^  press  forward,  in  tLis  stedthy  manner,  until  the  wig* 
mam  of  the  negro  stood  full  lu  sight  before  hif9. 

It  was  a  very  sultry  aftemo  >n,  as  we  have  said,  on  one  of 
the  hottest  days  in  our  hottest  month.  The  present  season  wasi 
if  possible,  far  hotter  than  usual ;  and,  in  that  dense  empire  of 
shrub  and«  forest,  where  the  winds  could  at  no  time  penetrate 
with  vigour— where  they  could  not  eourse  or  sweep,  but  only 
trickle,  af  it  wefe~the  atmosphere  weighed  like  a  coppery 
fluid  upon  the  uaiversal  nature.    The  stranger  had  sensilly 


Mi  itf  preasore,  taxA  his  movementB  kmd  been  ^w  aoeordingly. 
The  perspiration  streatiied  from  his  brows,  and  the  bk>od 
throbbed  vioientlj  in  the  veins  upon  his  foifehead.  Bat  the 
sight  that  met  his  eyes  seemed  to  make  him  forgetfkl  of  his  own 
ezhiiuflition.  A  smile  curled  his  lips,  and  rested  npon  his  noble 
features,  like  a  soft  sonset  upon  a  happy  landscape.  It  was 
evident  that  hb  was  a  lively  nature,  keenly  susceptible  of  ^ 
playftil  and  the  hunorovs.  He  paused,  and  the  words  rose 
to  his  lips,  B$  if  spoken  in  the  ears  of  a  companion. 

**  Now,  look  at  that  rascally  negro.  There  he  sits,  drowinng 
bi  tiie  snnset,  noudi  wide,  and  every  sense  steeped .  in  fergct- 
ftdness.  An  alligator  might  take  him  as  he  sleeps,  and  make 
his  irat  mouthhil  of  him  befbre  he  could  open  hh  «yes.  Tet 
is  he  set  to  watch  and  wait.  He  has  gorged  himself  with  ter- 
rapin and  rice.  He  has  probably  had  a  hi  possum  for  dinner ; 
et.  possibly,  has  eentrived  to  pick  up  some  luckless  p%,  stray- 
lof  out  of  hearing  of  Holman's  stye.  He,  at  all  events,  w31 
eoBtrlve  to  fd^A  and  Aitten  though  his  master  starves.^ 

Thus  saying,  the  stranger  quietly  drawing  his  sabre,  smote 
a  hickory  shoot  from  a  neighboring  tree,  and  thus  armed  he 
approached  ^e  keeping  negro.  'Bram  [Abram]  was  a  pordy 
Mlow,  loosely  dad,  a  white  homespun  shirt  and  duck  trowsers 
eonstittttmg  his  only  covering.  The  shirt  was  open  at  the  breast, 
displaying  a  broad  massive  trunk,  like  that  of  Hercirfes.  The 
swe«t  roHed  down  from  his  face  and  neck,  or  stood  out  upon 
his  skfai  in  Mg  bead-like  drops  that  glistened  like  otL  His 
deep  breathing  was  like  diat  of  a  young  cayman,  crying  for 
his  supper.  Nev^r  was  being  asore  happHy  unconscious  of 
what  the  moRow  was  to  bring  ft>rth.  A  smart  stroke  c^  dw 
hickory  over  his  ^ouMers  suddenly  enlightened  him.  A  second 
brought  him  to  his  feet»  and  &irly  opened  his  eyes.  Bubhmg 
his  iiritated  shoulder  wkh  one  hand,  while  he  threw  out  the 
o^er  in  defence,  he  cried — 

"^  Wha'  de  debbO  da*  1  who  dirt,  1  say,  da  hft  mauasa  n%ger 
wid  hiekVjr- 

The  stroke  was  repeated,  and  the  fUiow  opened  his  eyes  this 
time  to  a  fiM  knowMge  of  the  pe  son  is  whose  piUSCBta  h« 
Gtood. 

^Ki!  MMWillie.dATOttr 
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"  And  this  is  the  way,  you  rascid,  that  yon  watch  Ae  camp 
whfm.  I  am  goneT' 

*'  Psho,  tnaoBSa,  I- bfai  see  yoa  all  de  time !  I  know  he  bin 
yon  from  de  faas  [first]/' 

"  Then  yoto  must  hare  a  famous  pftssion  for  hickory,  you  ras- 
cal, to  receive  three  cuts  of  it  before  letting  me  know  that  yon 
•  were  awake." 

•-Psho  !  de  hick'ry  aint  butt  fhurtj.*'  ' 

"Ah !  will  you  try  a  little  more  of  itf  But  the  black  re- 
treated,  rubbing  his  shoulders  afresh. 

"  Tank  you.  Mass  Willie ;  but  'sense  me,  ef  yon  please ;  no 
more  db  time.  Next  time,  maybe,  t  will  tartk  you  for  anoder 
tas'e  ftastej." 

"You  will  get  more  than  a  taste,  'Bram,  if  I  catch  you  anoth- 
er time,  sleeping  in  broad  daylight,  when  your  business  was 
to  keep  dose  watch  until  Ballon  came  in.  Suppose  the  tories 
had  found  yon  outt" 

'*  Oh !  maussa,  he  bin  so  hot  dis  ebning,  and  I  jis  bin  loss 
myself  wid  sleep  when  you  bin  coming.  I  no  bin  quite  'sleep 
neider,  for  I  t'ink  I  bin  yerry  de  boss,  and  fink  I  bin  see  some- 
body cross  my  eye  jis  when  you  come  up  on  de  hammock.  I 
aont  fink  I  bin  loss  myse'f  'tall." 

"Shut  up,  and  don't  lie  to  me,  "Bram!  But  this  sort  of 
watching  will  never  do !  Suppose  it  had  been  one  of  Oar- 
fnichaers  tories  instead  of  me  f 

"  How  tory  guine  fin'  he  way  yer,  Mass  Willie  t" 

"  How  did  we  find  our  way  herel" 

"Oh,  we  berry  differen'  sort  of  people,  maussa.  We  hab 
sense,  mautsa.  More  dan  dat,  enty  I  know^  dem  tory  is  all  gone 
np  de  country  wid  de  red  coats." 

"  But  they  are  coming  back  as  fast*  as  possible,  and  some  o( 
them  will  no  doubt  arrive  in  Orangeburg  to-night  or  to-morrow  " 

"  Ki !  you  say  so,  maussa !" 

"  Yes,  indeed,  you  rascal;  and  If^his  is  tho  way  that  yoi* 
watch  when  you  are  sent  out,  we  shall  have  a  round  chance  of 
being  taken,— every  motber's  son  of  us,  by  Coffin's  cavalry,  or 
Fisher's  scouting  parties." 

"  Wha*  de  use  for  you  talk  tjo,  Mass  Willie,  when  you  knows 
itjf  onpoasiiile.    Tfrtvr  d^tti  poor  little  carriort  h<i6s  of  CMfin  guin<* 
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ran  we  down  ?  Haw  dem  dattj  [dirtjj  nigger  of  Fisher  jfnine 
fin'  we  out  ?  Enty  I  know  he  can't  come  it,  try  he  bes^;  «§  for 
dem  cabalry  of  Coffin^  he  gone  up  free  week  ago.  I  shum  fsoo 
urn]  when  he  pass  t'rough  Orangebu'g.  He  bin  down,  some  of 
dem,  to  young  missis  place,  and  bring  off  heap  of  corn  and  f«d- 
der.  I  speck  Pete  Blodgit  will  tell  you  all  'bout  it  when  you 
axes  um  ;  dat  is,  if  he  aint  too  big  a  rascal ;  and  I'm  jubous 
'bout  he  rascality — dat  same  Pete." 

"  What  do  yow  know  about  it,  'Bram  ?" 

**  He  sell  da  cawn  and  fodder,  maussa*  to  de  redcoat.  He  gil 
do  money  foi*  'em," 

'*  I  know  that  already.  But  did  you  learn  bow  much  he  sold  f 

''  I  bin  watch  close.  He  sell  heap.  De  redcoat  feed  der« 
t'ree  days ;  den  he  carr j  off  t'l^ee,  sebben,  five,  ekben  wagon 
loads  of  cawn  and  fodder— *  all  up  to  Orangebu'g.'* 

*'  No,  nonsense,  'Bram.  I  know  you  don't  lovo  Pete  Blodgit, 
but  that's  no  reason  why  you  should  lie  about  him.  How  many 
wagon-loads  were  carried  off!" 

"  I  speck  he  hab  seben  or  eleben,  maussa,  da's  a  trnte." 

"  Seven— or  eleven !" 

*'  Yes ;  do  cawn  bin  at  de  bottom,  de  fodder  on  top.  I  can't 
fell  how  much,  but  Pete  get  money  for  'em.  I  see  de  goal'ia 
lie  hand,  more    dan  I  kin  count." 

**  That,  too,  I  know;  but  can  you  guess  how  mudi  t" 

'<He  hab  he  ban' ^— more  dan  fUll!  I  see  dat!  Bat  I 
can't  count  'em,  wbay  I  bin  hide !" 

*'  Wliere  did  you  hide  to  see  all  this  1" 

"  Bury  up  in  de  fodder  in  de  loff  [loftj.  I  lay  down  wid  my 
mouth  'pon  hole  in  de  floor,  an'  I  bin  look  t'rough  da  floor  'poa 
Pete  Blodgit  and  the  o'd'ly  sargen'  where  him  an'  Pete  bin 
down  in  the  stable.  He  git  he  ban'  full  of  goul'guinies;  dat  I 
know ;  and  he  hab  ban,',  n^aussa-^-you  ebber  bin  obzarb  Pete 
Blodgit  ban*,  maussa  i — he  hab  hand  like  shubble  [shorelj  i" 

"  I  believe  you  arc  right,  'Bram,  about  the  measure  c^  his 
bauds,  but — " 

''To  be  sure,  I  right!  He  heb  em  like  shubblci  for  true; 
and  he  kin  shet  he  ban'  on  wha'  he  git,  maussa,  I  tell  you*  Haj 
dat  Pete  Blodgit,  maussa ; — ^keep  you  eye  'pon  'em !  You  gnin« 
till'  *ein  out  yit,  i>ome  day     Hc*8  a  mo^t  duity  rascal." 
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**  Hash,  'Bram :  no  more  of  that.  I  will  keep  mj  lye  apon 
both  of  70U.  And  noir»  wliat  6f  Ballon  ?  Has  he  been  drink* 
big  again  V* 

**  He  gnlne  ebber  leT  off  drink,  manssat  so  long  ae  Junma* 
ker  run  ]  Jim  Ballon  mu»*  drink  if  he  hah  Jimmaker.  He 
soak  all  day  las'  Sunday." 

**"Was  he  sober  the  day  when  he  went  offl" 

**  1  speek  so ;  but  dere's  no  tellings  manssa.  He  io  nsen  to 
drink,  dat»  drank  or  sober,  he  hab  he  leg  always.'' 

"  Yon  were  down  at  Holly-Dale,  'Bram,  and  saw  Henry." 

'*Nebber  see  Mass  ELenry;  he  bin  gone  somewhar*.  See 
Miss  Bertha.  He  [she]  ax  'bout  you,  maussa !  Ha !  Yon  bin 
look  'pon  em  when  he  ax  'bout  you,  wid  he  eye  look  down» 
and  de  red  kibber  [cover]  all  he  face»  yon  feel  warm  all  'bout 
do  heart.     He's  a  most  beautiful  gal  child,  is  Miss  Bert'a." 

''  Did  yon  see  the  old  gentleman  ?" 

;'  Wha' !  de  cappin  1  Enty  he  cuss  me,  for  d — n  bnlUhead 
•on  ob  a  buffalo  I  Look  yer,  Mass  Willie,  keep  you  eye  sharp 
'pon  dat  same  ole  Cappin  Trabis.  He  hab  beep  o'  dealing  wid 
dem  tory  in  de  Fork.  He  eat  dinner  wid  dem  redcoat  in  de 
garrison  at  Orangebu'g.  He  git  British  gubeas  and  high  price 
for  ebbry  t'iug  he  kin  sell  in  Orangebu'g.  You  t'ink  he  hab 
good  feeling  for  yon.  Mass  Willie,  canae  yon  fadder  and  him 
bin  togedder  in  de  ole  Cherokee  war ! — yon  t'ink  he  look  kin' 
'pon  you  when  you  gone  to  see  Miss  Bert'a  ?  nebber  blieb  em  I 
He's  no  better,  I  tell  you,  dan  a  d— -n  tory." 

'*  Silence,  sir.    No  more  of  this." 

"  I  can't  silence,  maussa !  Look  you,  enty  I  look  'pon  em, 
«nn  in  arm,  walking  de  piazza  wid  dai  Diek  Inglehardt  Yon 
know  Dick  Laglehardt.  Enty  he  tory  to  de  backbone  I  Well, 
you  know  wha'  he  go  for  when  he  gone  to  HoUy-Dale  ?" 

The  negro  watched  the  effect  of  his  information  upon  his 
master's  risage.  He  did  not  deceive  himself  in  the  coi\|ecture 
that  what  he  said  would  make  the  other  look  grave.  With  a 
mbdued  voice,  the  master  inquired : — 

"Was  Richard  Inglehardt  at  HoUy-Dale  when  you  were 
there  the  oiher  day  ?" 

''  To  be  show  [sure]  he  bin  day  1  Big.  as  a  gineral,  walking 
up  and  down  de  piazza,  as  who  but  he  I"  * 
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'*  Did  1)6  see  you,  Uraxa  V* 

''  Catch  me  at  dat,  Mmh  Willie  1  Ok !  no,  when  I  ahum,  7 
back  into  de  bush.  I  knc^  bery  weli,  ef  he  see  'Bram,  he  bbj 
to  he&ef— 'Bnm  maussa  no  fbr  off.  Ho  bin  day  heap  o'  timet 
intclj,  1  speck.  I  shum  riding  out  from  Orangebn'g  wid  de  die 
cappin.     Bote  of  dcm  hab  shot  in  de  eye." 

"What!  drunk r 

''  Jis^  dftt,  and  not'ing  dse ;  but  'twas  arter  dinner,  Haossa 
close  on  to  sundown,  and  when  a  genpleman  has  a  sawt  o'  right, 
you  know,  to  onsettle  his  standing  wid  a  sawt  o'  sentiment" 

**  You  are  getting  equally  elegant  in  your  modes  of  thongLt 
and  speech,  Abram ;  and  if  you  would  only  drop  your  habk  <^ 
swearing,  there's  no  telling  the  degree  of  elegance  to  which  yoa 
might  arrive.  But  let  us  look  into  your  cabini  I  want  mj 
homespun." 

'*  Wha' !  you  guinea 'sguising  yourself  a^n.  Mass  WiDie.  I 
speck  you  guine  right  off  now  to  Hollydale.  You  mns'  look 
sharp  'bout  you  ef  you  guine  dere." 

"  No  matter  where  I  go,  'Bram ;  it  is  not  exactly  my  cue  to 
let  you  know  all  my  movements." 

"  Ha  I  you  better  I  you  better  tek  [takej  me  wid  you.  You 
gtt  in  trouble  some  day,  when  'Bram  aint  close  by  to  help  you 
out  o*  de  ditch.  Dem  tory  will  sure  for  fin'  you  out,  some  day, 
t'rough  all  dat  'sgfiising;  and  taint  yaller  homspun,  and  coon- 
skin  cap,  and  bushy  wig  and  whisker  wha'  guine  hide  you  from 
'era,  when  you  stan'  up  so  straight  m  your  mockaena,  and  show 
sich  leg  as  dat  t'rough  your  leggins." 

**  You  are  a  aunning.  rascal,  'Bram,"  replied  the  other  with  a 
smfle,  laying  his  hand  upon  the  negro's  shonUat  kindly  as  be 
spoke,  while  the  latter  applied  his  key  to  the  padlock.  The 
door  of  the  cabin  was  open,  and  the  two  went  in  together. 

When,  after  a  space,  the  master  reappeared  from  the  cabin, 
he  was  completely  disguised  in  the  rude,  simple  garments  o« 
the  poorest  sort  of  countrymen.  He  had,  besides,  taken  the 
precaution  to  stain  his  face  and  hands,  with  a  thin  decoction  of 
some  native  roots  from  the  woods,  so  that  the  fkir  white  and 
red  of  his  complexion  were  hidden  in  a  gipsy  sort  of  bronae, 
which,  to  any  but  a  very  close  examination,  would  seem  natural 
•^notigh. 
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We  do  not  saje  t«  report  the  fui*her  dialogue  between  tho 
parties.  It  wiV  rot  coDcert  our  xuurrative.  The  master  ex- 
icuded  his  hand. 

'*  And  noTir,  'Braon,  I  mnat  leave  yoii.  I  lutist  ride  to  Pete 
Blodgit'a  to-night  Take  care  of  younBelf,  and  do  not  Lsavo 
the  cabin  on  any  account  till  BaUou  returns.  One  or  otlier 
of  you  must  be  here  always.  I  have  dropped  a  letter  in  the 
hollow  for  Colonel  Singleton.  Should  he  come  while  you  are 
here,  or  any  of  his  officers,  say  to  him,  or  them,  that  the  Great 
OufSalo  means  to  lie  down  for  awhile,  and  reat  upon  the  Inlls.'* 

''De  high  hiUs,  Mass  WUHe." 

*'  Ay,  ay,  the  high  htib.  of  Santee ;  and  say  Ibrther,  that  the 
Gamecock  wants  them  to  hoar  his  crow,  and  Join  hhn  for  a 
great  flight  below." 

"  I  comperhends,  maussa.    I  knows.    De  Gamecock — " 

"  I  only  wish  you  to  repeat  what  I  say,  'Bram ;  it  is  not 
necessary  that  you  should  comprehend  it.  If  you  have  one 
fault,  'Bram,  more  than  another,  which  I  could  wish  you  to 
correct,  it  is  that  of  being  a  little  too  wise  for  your  master.'* 

"  Oh !  psho,  Mass  Willie.  Git  out !  Don't  be  a  poking  fun 
wid  a  sharp  finger  at  you  nigger.  But,  one  ting.  Mass  Willie. 
I  yer  say  day  hab  mak'  you  promoted.  You's  a  ginneral  now, 
or  somet'ing  or  udder  like  it." 

"  Only  a  major,  'Bram ;  only  a  major !" 

"  But  dat's  de  nex'  ting,  or  mighty  dose  on  to  a  ginneral, 
I'm  a  t'mking." 

"  Good-bye,  'Bram  {"—offering  his  hand. 

••  God  bless  you.  Mass  Willie ;  God  for  ebber  bless  you,  and 
sen'  yon  safe,  wid  a  warm  spur,  trough  de  berry  camp  ob  de 
enemy." 

"  The  prayer  may  be  more  reasonable  than  you  dream  ofi 
old  fellow.     Good-bye,  'Bram." 

He  shook  the  negro's  hand  affectionately  and  departed  as  he 
came.  'Bram  followed  him  to  the  edge  of  the  hammock,  and 
when  he  had  gone  from  sight — buried  in  the  thick  woods  in 
front — and  when  his  horse's  tread  could  be  heard  no  longer,  the 
faithfVil  slave  murmured,  with  half  a  sigh,  a  tear  glistening  in 
bis  eye  as  he  turned  back  to  his  cabin :— - 

^  God  bless  he  heart !     God  bress  he  heart !     I  lab  'em  like 
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inj  own  chUe.  But  I  alwajs  fe«r*d  vrhen  I  shmn  go  off  widovt 
'Branu  I  knows  wha'  he  is,  for  mnning  he  hoss  'mong  dem 
tory.  He  aint  fear'd  of  dem  tory  no  more  dan  I  fear'd  of 
grasshopper.  Le'  [letj  anj  of  dem  speak  to  him  wid  sassj 
tongae»  and  how  he  will  smash  he  teet'.  Ha !  I  'member  dat 
scrimmage  by  MOode  ferry ;  den  de  one  down  by  Lenod's ; 
den  up  ag'in  in  Lynch's ;  I  yer  de  ole  Ghimeoock  say,  hese'f, 
dat  Willie  Sindair  is  all  h-41  for  a  charge !  I  so  wish  I  bin 
wid  em." 

Bnt  we  will  Isave  the  slave  to  his  meditations,  while  we  fol- 
low the  footsteps  of  his  master,  whose  present  ocenpation,  we 
may  ii4uspei:  in  the  reader's  ear,  contemplates  equally  his  own 
and  the  affairs  of  the  partisan  cavalry  under  the  command  of 
Marion. 
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OHAPTER  II. 

WHBLI    AnV  DAM. 

OuH  peopb  are  hard  riders»  and  a  night  canter  through  the 
forest  is  no  held  to  he  a  very  perilous  or  unpleasant  aeccssit j. 
It  was  with  no  concerli  that  our  horseman  found  the  night  set- 
tling down  upon  him  as  soon  as  he  left  the  swamp.  Nor  did  it 
occasion  much  concern  that  the  darkness  was  coming  on  in 
doud,  and  with  a  threat  of  storm.  He  looked  up  at  the  gloomy 
masses  gafliering  in  the  south,  without  disquiet;  and  very 
slightly  increased  the  speed  of  his  charger  by  a  slight  shake  of 
the  bridle  in  his  grasp. 

We  need  not  describe  his  ride,  which  was  continued  for  some 
hours,  his  steed  being  allowed  to  vary  his  paces  at  times>  and 
to  subside  finally,  from  a  canter,  into  a  good  travelling  trot 

His  course  lay  across  the  country  in  the  direction  of  the  San- 
tee.  By  nine  o'clock  he  reached  a  ruined  homestead — a  tol- 
erably ancient  manor  seat  —  M'here,  by  daylight,  the  traveller 
might  readily  perceive  the  proofs  of  former  state  and  wealth. 
A  great  entrance,  or  carriage-way,  of  brick  columns,  still  re- 
mained, opening  upon  a  nohle  avenue  of  oaks.  But  the  fences 
and  gates  were  gone.  Our  horseman  penetrated  the  avenue, 
which  conducted  to  the  site  of  what  had  been  a  noble  mansion. 
It  was  now  in  ruins.  The  flames  had  done  their  work  fully 
upon  the  edifice,  which  had  been  built  of  black  cypress,  upon  a 
foundation  of  brick,  raised  some  ten  feet  above  the  ground. 
The  foundation  and  the  chimneys  alone  remained.  The  ruin 
bad  been  the  work  of  tory  hands,  one  of  the  thousand  proofs, 
which  the  country  everywhere  afforded,  of  the  terrible  civil  war 
which  had  now,  for  some  years,  prevailed  in  Carolina. 

Our  traveller  sighed  unconsciously  as  he  passed  the  ruins 
which  he  could  but  imperfectly  discern  in  the  dim  light  of  a 
few  melancholy  stars  ^'hich  shone  out  still  among  the  impar* 
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feet  cloud-drifb.  His  memory  fully  recalled  the  bitter  pang 
wbicb  followed  his  first  knowledge  of  the  fate  of  the  ancient 
homestead.  The  tall  chimneys  stood  up  against  the  sky,  in  the 
open  area,  like  so  many  gloomy  memorials  of  a  tragic  history — 
silent,  but  full  of  speech  to  his  affections.  But  he  rode  on  with- 
out pausing ;  his  pace,  indeed,  a  HttJe  accelerated,  as  if  he  aimed 
to  lose  the  sight  of  objects  which  only  brought  him  troubling 
thoughts.  He  passed  thr4)ugh  a  ravaged  garden  in  the  rear ; 
entered  a  wood  which  had  been  a  pretty  sylvan  haunt  of  his 
youth ;  in  the  recesses  of  which  he  suddenly  came  upon  a  log- 
house,  through  the  chinks  of  which  a  faint  light  now  reached 
his  eyes. 

As  he  beheld  it  through  the  trees,  he  drew  up  his  steed, 
alighted,  and  having  fastened  the  reins  to  the  first  shrub>tree,  he 
stole  cautiously  to  the  cottage  entrance,  and  peeped  silently 
through  one  of  its  several  crevices.  As  if  satisfied,  by  his  survey, 
that  he  might  proceed  more  boldly,  he  smote  the  door  thrice  with 
his  sabre  hiit.  His  voice  seconded  this  application,  and,  after  a 
brief  delay,  in  which  he  exhibited  more  impatience  than  at  any 
titne  during  his  whole  ride,  the  door  was  opened  to  him.  He 
had  reached  the  place  of  shelter  not  a  moment  too  soon.  Big 
drops  of  rain  were  now  beginning  to  ooze  out  from  the  trailing 
clouds  above. 

Tlie  salutation  of  the  cottager — who  came  to  the  door  in  a 
partial  undress,  and  bearing  in  his  hand  an  inch  of  tallow  can- 
dle, "  dipU**  such  as  the  poorer  sort  of  people  commonly  used 
whenever  they  were  ambitions  beyond  the  light-wood  torch— 
would  seem  to  show  that  the  new-comer  had  been  expected. 

"  Well,  major,  I  had  a'most  given  you  up.  It's  pretty  late,  I 
reckon.  I'd  a  soi*t  o*  guess  that  you^d  'a  been  here  lasl  night ; 
nnd  I  sot  up  for  you  till  the  biggest  part  of  the  night  was  gone. 
And  when  you  didn't  come,  all  day,  I  was  jubous  something 
had  haj)pened.     All's  well,  I  reckon  ?" 

"  Quite,  Blodgit ;  quite  as  well  as  it  can  be  at  present  Still, 
we  may  hope  that  it  may  be  better.  But  of  this  hereafter. 
Now,  my  good  fellow,  let  us  find  a  cover  for  ray  horse.  How's 
the  com  and  fodder  ?" 

"  Oh !  enough,  sir,  and  to  spare  a  friend." 
"  *^Aiwl  an  <!merty,'too,  tipou  occasion,  Blodgit.*' 
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"  How»  sir,— an  mimy  T' 
*'  Lore  jowt  eaenues,  you  know  1" 

**  Oh !  yes^  sir ;  tWs  true ;  tiiat's  in  tbe  good  book,  but 
*taiiit  qiute  the  law  'mong  sodgers,  I'm  thinking.     Sodg^a, 

''  No  matter  now,  about  the  soldiers,  Blodgk ;  let  us  see  to 
the  hot$e."  Ajnd  the  straogiur  mo^ed  fvom  &e  cfd>in  to  where 
the  beast  was  fastened. 

"Nerer  you  miad  him*  roAjfrn*    r/2  sea  to  him.'' 

"Thank  you,  Blodgit,  but  I  prefer  to  see  to  him  my«elf.  My 
good  'Nintarod'  might  reasonably  be  dbpleased  with  me  if  I 
left  him  to  the  care  of  anybody  but  myself.  Besides,  it's  a 
habit  with  me  now,  and  I  should  not  eat  mj  own  supper,  or 
enjoy  my  own  sleep,  with  any  sati^ifaction,  if  I  did  not  first  see 
that  he  was  put  properly  in  the  way  for  getting  his.  Do. you 
lead  the  way  to  the  stables,  and  shake  down  some  fodder.  No 
TBore  words  about  it." 

The  tfords  of  the  speaker,  uttered  with  the  air  of  one  aeoua- 
tomed  to  commaiid,  were  decisive*  ai^  the  two  proceeded  to* 
gether  to  the  stables,  which  were  pretty  well  shrouded  in  the 
woodi  sotte  hxKDdred  yards  in  the  rear  ef  the  cabin.  Here,  the 
traveller  stripped  the  animal  of  his  furniture,  and»  in  spite  of 
Blodgit's  urgcinit  offers  of  service,  rubbed  him  down  himself. 

**  It's  no  wonder>  major,  that  the  beast  loves  you,  and  you're 
sieh  a  bosseman  as  you  are.  It  stands  to  reason  that  he  should 
love  you,  when  you  take  sich  care  of  him." 

"  Tumble  in  the  fodder,  Blodgit." 

The  latter  obeyed.    Thl»  done,  the  horsemaa  added :  -— 

**  We  wiU  let  him  munch  on  that  for  a  while.  In  half  an 
hour,  he  must  halve  thirty  ears  of  com*  And  now,  a  word  in 
jtmt  eiiri  Blodgit.  Having  seen  to  the  horse,  look  a  littk  to 
his  master,  who,  I  can  answ^  for  it,  has  not  had  a  bite  sinee 
sunrise." 

*'Yon  don't  9ay  90,  major!  Oome  along,  sir,  and  we  kin 
find  you  some  cold  bread  and  bacon.  Ef  you'd  wait  ibr  it, 
we  might  even  vua  down  a  chicken." 

«  Let  the  chicken  run,  Blodgit  The  bread  and  bacon  will, 
answer  every  purpose." 

They  emerged  from  the  Staines  together,  aoid  pushed  hinrriedly 
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for  the  cabin.  The  rain  was  now  faDiog  steiidily.  Thejr  had 
scarcely  entered  the  hut  and  closed  the  door,  when  it  came 
down  in  torrents ;  while  the  winds,  suddenly  rising,  roared  over 
the  low,  shingled  roof,  with  the  hoarse  rush  of  the  sea  upon  the 
shore.  The  traveller  looked  up  with  satisfaction,  rubbing  his 
hands  as  he  spoke. 

**  I  am  fortunate  in  having  saved  my  dbtance.  How  it 
pours !" 

A  woman's  voice  from  an  inner  room  answered  Ms  self^eon- 
gratulation. 

"  Don't  mind  the  pouring,  major,  when  you're  in  the  dry." 

<*  Ah !  old  lady,  are  you  still  awake  V*  responded  the  traveller. 

'*  Yes,  indeed,  major ;  old  people  don't  sleep  much ;  pretidL- 
larly  when  they're  troubled  with  the  rheumatiz." 

"  What !  still  sick — the  old  complaint  1" 

'*  Well,  I'm  always  a-complaining.  Pains  in  all  my^bones, 
preticklarly  in  wet  weather.  I  kin  hardly  git  about  at  all ;  and 
that's  why  I  made  Pete  bring  me  down  from  the  loft,  fbr  I 
couldn't  be  going  up  and  down  them  troublesome  stepss  you 
know." 

"To  be  sure— you  were  right,  old  lady.  In  your  infirm 
condition  that  room  is  the  proper  place  for  you." 

"  80  I  told  Pete.  I'm  all  over  infirmities.  I  kin  do  nothing 
hardly  fbr  myself  now,  and  but  one  little  negro  gal  to  help  me, 
and  she  so  contrary.  There's  no  keeping  h^  a^rake,  do  and 
say  what  I  will.    You  Jenny — Jenny !" 

And  the  old  woman  began  to  bawl  for  the  negro,  whose  snores 
were  audible  fVom  the  same  chamber. 

''Don't  bother  yourself  about  the  gal,"  cried  Hodgit. 
"What  do  you  want,  mammy  ?    Let  me  do  it." 

The  son,  who  had  been  busy  spreading  the  supper-taUe,  now 
proceeded  to  the  apartment  of  the  old  woman. 

"  The  physic  bottle,  Pete.    It's  in  the  cupboard." 

"  What !  you  will  take  physic,  old  lady  V*  asked  the  travel- 
ler, still  speaking  from  the  hidl. 

"  What  kin  I  do,  major  ?  I  must  take  something  fMr  th^se 
pains,  and  this  is  a  most  famous  physic.  It  cured  old  Betsy 
DoUard  in  three  "weeks,  and  she  was  much  worse  off  than  fiM. 
She  had  the  rheumatiz,  I  don't  know  how  many  years." 
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**  Wellt  I  hope  the  staff  may  cure  yon,  old  lady  Bat  I  have 
no  faith  in  physic  It  is  quite  enough  to  expect,  if  the  patient 
does  not  die  of  it." 

**jLh  i  major,  you  talk  like  a  young  man,  as  ef  yon  was  to  he 
young  always.  But  wait  tiU  you  git  old  like  me,  and  then  you'll 
think  there's  nothing  in  the  world  like  doctor's  stuff." 

''Heaven  forefend!"  exclaimed  the  traveller.  **Gommend 
me  to  bacon  and  hominy,  egg  and  chicken,  bread  and  mOk — 
any  farmhouse  physic  in  preference  to  that  of  the  doctor's  shop." 

The  speaker,  by  this  time,  was  slashing  away  at  the  fragment 
of  a  flitch,  which  stood  before  him. 

''Some  of  this  bacon  now,Mrs.Blocrgit,"  he  cried  aloud. 

"  Ah  1  ef  I  dared !  But  'twould  be  the  death  of  me,  at  night 
lureticklarly." 

"  The  life  of  you,  rather,"  was  the  answer ;  the  speaker  dia- 
ving  off  a  second  slice  of  the  meat,  and  doing  prompt  execution 
upon  the  com  hoecake  at  the  same  time. 

"  Bread  and  baoon,"  he  continued,  "  work  like  magic  upon 
sick  people.  They  have  cured  more  desperate  cases  in  one 
year,  than  physic  has  cured  in  a  century.  Bacon  is  a  great 
medicine  by  itself.  I've  known  of  a  hundred  cures  which  it 
has  made,  taken  internally ;  nay,  the  very  smell  of  the  meat, 
when  it  is  warm,  has  a  wonderftil  effect.  There  was  one  poor 
fellow,  I  remember,  who  was  left  for  dead  on  tlie  field  at  Black- 
stocks.  We  never  dreamed  of  his  having  breath  enough  in  him 
to  keep  a  snail  alive,  and  looked  to  bury  him  with  the  rest,  as 
SOOT'  as  we  had  finished  dinner.  But  the  moment  the  men  be- 
gan to  t'Mt  itnd  the  savor  of  the  bacon  reached  his  nostrils,  he 
revived,  begged  for  a  morsel  only,  and  has  been  a  well  man  ever 
since.  I  don't  know,  indeed,  but  that  he  owes  his  escape  from 
all  bullets  from  that  day,  to  the  fact  that  he  always  feeds  fblly 
before  he  goes  into  batUe.  He  keeps  a  thick  streak  of  bacon  be- 
tween ribs  and  skin,  and  it  turns  off  the  bullctii." 

"  Lord  presarvc  me !     Is  it  possible,  major  1" 

"Possible!  It  is  true,  Mrs.  Blodgit;  and  known  to  every 
trooper  in  Sumter's  cavalry.  The  old  Gamecock  would  have 
a  fcUow  np  at  the  halberds,  in  short  order,  who  ventured  to  dis- 
pute it.  Try  a  morsel,  old  lady,  and  yon'll  feel  your  pains  the 
easier  for  it." 
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"Ef  I  thouglit  BO,  major.  But  the  doctor  say*— Doctor 
Blnmenburg,  you  know — that,  with  taj  comp)ajiit»  I  should 
eat  a*roo8t  nothing." 

"  And  I  Ray,  that,  with  your  complaint,  it  would  be  better 
were  you  to  swallow  Blumenburg  himself,  than  his  drugs." 

"  Oh !  maj<$r,  how  kin  you  talk  so  f ' 

"  Does  he  tell  you  what  your  complaint  is  t" 

^'No !  that's  true ;  he  don't !" 

••  Well,  I  will !    Your  complamt  k-^pkytic  r 

"Jest  as  I  said,  mother,"  put  in  Fete.  "It's  i^hat  Tm  al- 
ways a-telling  her.  I  tells  her  that  it's  doctor's  stuff  and  old 
age,  together." 

"  Old  age,  Pete  Blodgit !  I  wonder  what  you  knows  about 
it !  Old  age,  indeed !  I'm  a  young  woman,  major  1  I'd  be 
young  and  spry  as  anybody,  if  'twan't  for  the  rheumatiz.  Old 
age !  Oh !  Pete  Blodgit,  you're  a  most  onnatural  son  for  one 
bom  in  a  Christian  country.  Would  you  blieve  it,  major,  but 
I  warn't  but  a  child — a  ga'l  of  sixteen  »* when  that  Ofi-natural 
eub  was  bom  ;  and  for  him  to  turn  upon  his  mother,  just  like  a 
heathen  Philistine." 

"Psho,  mother,  dont  be  foolish  now !" 

"  Foolish !  You  oughtn't  to  say  a  word  to  me,  Pete  Blodgit, 
considering  you  didn't  want  to  let  me  move  my  bed  down 
sta'rs,  though  you  know'd  weB  enough  how  I  was  suffering 
up  thar*  in  the  loft !" 

The  sou  answered  surlily  :— 

**  There  was  no  need  for  you  to  come  down.  The  rooui'h  « 
good  room  up  in  the  loft,  and  down  here,  you  are  only  in  ih . 
way." 

"  Only  in  the  way !  Oh !  you  sarpent  \  A  good  room,  you 
say ;  and  all  littered  up  with  kags  and  boxes.'* 

"Littered!  Yes,  and  who  litters  them!  Tell  me  thatt 
Tell  the  major  now,  ef  you  hain't  got  a  hen  a-setting  now  in 
every  one  of  them  kags  and  boxes." 

"Jest  hear  him,  the  sarpent !  Hens  must  set,  major !  It's 
the  natur'  of  hens  to  set !  But  jest  you  ax  him,  major,  ef  he 
hadn't  the  onnateral  heart  to  say  I  shouldn't  come  down  8ta*r8 
to  be  in  the  way  of  /is  company." 
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•*  Oottip«ny  ?*'  whb  the  single  word,  nttered  inquiringly  by 
the  guest,  and  he  looked  at  Blodgit  as  if  for  explanation. 

"You  knows  I  has  no  company,  mother,"  said  the  son,  with 
a  slight  show  of  confbsion,and  some  little  impatience  in  his  tone. 

"Yes,  ym  has,  Pete;  and  too  much  for  your  own  good. 
Whaf  5  them  men,  that  kept  yoti  a-drinking  here,  Friday  night, 
for  a'most  three  good  hours ;  and  then  you  went  off  with  them, 
the  Lord  Lnowc  whar*,  for,  I  reckon,  good  two  hours  more. 
You  were  after  no  good,  I  reckon.** 

^*  Leaving  you  alone  ail  that  time,  old  lady  ^'* 

*'  Jest  so,  major ;  and  me  so  mighty  had  off  with  the  rheuma* 
4i«.- 

*<Ah!  that  rfaeumatiz!  T17  the  bacon,  Mrs.  Blodgit.  It 
was  the  bacon,  and  not  the  physic,  that  cured  Mother  Dollard. 
And  so,  Pete  neglects  you  for  his  drinking  associates  ^  goes  off 
with  an  sort  of  scapegrace^  I  suppose,  and  leaves  you  to  suffer 
from  your  pains." 

"  That  he  does,  major — " 

"I  hev*  no  company — I  don't  go  off  with  nobody,  major — " 

•*  What,  man !  won't  let  your  mother  speak  ?" 

"  That's  the  how,  major !  He  shets  me  up  jest  as  flsst  as  I 
open  my  mouth." 

"  A  sure  sign  of  a  bad  son,  Mrs.  Blodgit ;  but,  perhaps,  he 
had  business  with  these  people.  You  know,  I  sometimes  send 
my  men  to  him." 

"  Oh !  "twam't  none  of  your  men,  major —'twas — *^ 

Pete  Blodgit  fidgetted. 

** Mother,  you'd  better  let  me  talk  about  the  business,  to  the 
oii^or,  by  ourselves." 

The  guest  perceived  the  anxiety  of  the  speaker ;  nor  did  the 
changed  tone  of  voice,  with  which  he  spoke,  escape  the  observa- 
tion of  the  former.  It  had  its  effect  upon  the  mother  abo.  The 
old  woman  immediately  resumed  her  complaints  of  the  rhoama- 
tiz ;  and  rambled  off  into  a  comparison  of  her  pains  with  those 
of  Betsy  Dollard.  The  guest  was  placid,  and  did  not  seek  to 
press  the  point  upon  which  he  was,  nevertheless,  somewhat 
enrious.  He  contented  himself  with  playing  upon  the  old  wo- 
man, in  another  Way. 

"Your  case  is  certainly  a  hard  one,  Mrs.  Blodgit.    What 
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witli  the  rheumatism,  the  girl,  and  your  tmnatural  mm,  your  life 
must  be  very  wretched.  Now  I  can  cure  you  of  all  three  ift 
tliese  evils.  Fling  your  physic  out  of  the  window,  and  try  the 
bacon  ;  give  the  girl  to  any  young  woman  who  has  not  got  the 
rheumatism ;  and,  as  for  Pete,  I  will  take  the  cure  of  hmi  upon 
myself.  He  shall  go  with  me  to  camp  to«morrow,  and  see  if  our 
orderly  can't  put  him  into  the  harness  of  good  behavior." 

*'  What !  send  Pete  to  camp,  major,  and  he  a  lams  person  too, 
that  can't  walk,  as  I  may  say."  '* 

"  You  forget ;  he  walks  off  with  those  peep-o'-day  boys—" 

•*  Oh  !  that's  only  once  in  a  way,  major." 

"  His  lameness  doesn't  hurt  him  as  an  overseer.  It's  a  crook 
only,  not  a  weakness.  A  horse  may  be  hipshot,  you  know, 
yet  good  at  draught" 

"  But  Pete  ain't  a  horee,  major." 

**  No,  indeed ;  ef  I  was,  mother,  you'd  ha'  driven  me  to  my 
last  legs  long  ago !" 

"  Thar'  ag'in,  you  onnateral  sarpent ! — "  began  the  old  wo- 
man, when  the  major  interrupted  her— 

"  You  see,  you  can  do  nothing  with  a  fellow  so  unkind  and 
ungrateful  The  camp's  the  only  place  to  bring  him  to  his 
senses." 

"  Oh !  major,  how  you  talk.  Pete's  a  good  son — ij^ta'  never 
was  a  better.  He  ongrateful  and  onkind  t— ^tain't  in  him, 
major,  to  be  onkind !" 

"  Yet  he  would  have  kept  you  up  in  tliat  viUanons  loft,  with 
the  hens  setting  everywhere  about  you." 

**  Oh !  Lord,  major,  for  that  matter  I  likes  their  company ; 
and,  as  for  the  loft,  it's  not  so  bad  a  sleeping-place  after  all ; 
and  I'm  old,  and  better  out  of  tlie  way  up  thar.  Pete  xseant 
woU,  and  I  reckon,  major,  he  was  right  all  the  time.  Old  peo- 
ple are  apt  to  be  onreasonable." 

*'But  the  bad  company  he  keeps,  old  lady — the  roystering 
night-stalkers,  outlaws,  and  tories,  for  aught  we  know,  who — " 

**  No !  no !  no  tories,  I'm  sure !  oh  I  ma|or,  Pete's  one  of  the 
bt^t  friends  of  liberty  in  all  these  parts.  £f  the  men  that  comes 
to  see  him — only  now  and  then — once  a  month,  perhaps,  not 
oftener — ef  they  wouldn't  be  a  drinking  hjore,  for  two  hours  at 
a  stretch ! — 
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"  Shocking  f  and  yet,  would  you  believe  it,  your  soA,  Pete, 
has  not  offered  me  a  drop  of  Jamaica  to  take  the  Bait  of  the 
bacon  out  of  my  throat.'* 

"Why,  Pete!"  began  the  old  woman,  but  the  son,  who  had 
frequently  shown  himself  restiff,  and  not  unfirequently  began 
the  replies  for  his  mother,  now  spoke  quickly,  and  in  tones 
somewhat  louder  than  the  occasion  seemed  to  require — 

''  Mother,  why  will  you  be  talking  foolishness.  You  know 
very  w^l  that  I  keeps  no  liquor  in  the  house — nara  [neither] 
whiskey  nor  Jamaica ;  and  when  the  men  comes  that  you  speak 
of,  they  brings  their  own  liquor  with  'em.  You'll  make  the 
major  b'lieve  everything  that's  bad  of  me,  and  then  he'll  be 
turning  me  out  of  the  house,  and  letting  loose  the  tories  upon 
me!" 

The  old  woman  whined  fk'om  within,  in  assurances  of  her 
5on'6  sobriety  and  virtue ;  and,  with  a  smile  upon  his  lips,  the 
guest  exclaimed — 

**  Say  no  more  about  it,  old  lady ;  your  son,  I  suppose,  is  not 
unworthy  of  his  excellent  mother!  And  now.  Master  Pete 
Blodgit,"  he  continued,  speaking  in  lower  tones,  "  lead  the  way 
to  the  hayloft.    I'll  take  my  sleep  to-night  in  a  bed  of  fodder." 

"  But  it  rains  yit,  major." 

"  Yes,  I  hear !  But  I  am  neither  salt  nor  sugar,  my  good 
fellow ;  so  lead  the  way !" 

"  Set  down  awhile,  migor,  wjiile  I  go,  and  brush  up,  and 
spread  out  the  clean  fodder — " 

"  Pshaw,  man,  do  as  I  bid  you,"  answered  the  stranger,  lay- 
ing hb  hands  on  the  other's  shoulder  and  looking  him  search- 
tngly  in  the  face.  **  I  am  a  soldier,  and  accustomed  to  rough 
nsage.  Do  not,  by  your  prating,  lead  me  to  think  that  your 
usage  has  been  too  tender." 

There  was  that  in  the  glance  of  the  stranger,  beneath  which 
the  eyes  of  Pete  Blodgit  fell ;  there  was  something,  too,  in  what 
the  other  said,  which  filled  him  with  some  misgivings.  His 
dark  swarthy  fciitures,  under  a  stronger  light  than  that  of  a 
*'dipl"  c^indld,  would  have  shown  themselves  sufitzsed  with  a 
deeper  red  than  usual ;  and  there  was  a  tremor  of  his  slight 
form,  as  the  other  laid  hands  upon  his  shoulder,  which  betrayed 
some  lurking  apprehensions.    His  consciousness  was  such  thati 


80  THE  F0BATE8S. 

for  a  moment,  he  did  not  yentnre  to  reply.  He  was  abont  to 
ligbt  a  bit  oi  candle,  ingenionsty  socketed  in  a  huge  calahasht 
pierced  with  little  holes,  the  substitute  for  a  lantern,  and  not  m 
bad  one  either — when  his  companion  arrested  the  movement. 

^Take  no  light,  Kodgit.    Garry  yonr  flint  and  steel  an  J 
the  candle  in  your  pocket !     Good-night,  old  lady." 
<'  What,  major,  air  you  gnine  out  into  the  weather  ?" 
**  Only  to  see  if  the  rain  has  washed  out  all  the  stars." 
^  Oh  !  mijor,  yon  wiU  be  for  poking  fun  at  the  ol^woman. 
It's  the  way  with  yon  young  ossifors." 

Our  traveller  had  some  good-natured  answer  to  this,  while 
Pete  Blodgit  was  undoing  the  entrance  of  the  cabin ;  but,  while 
speaking,  the  back  of  the  other  being  turned,  he  contrived  to 
lay  genUy  upon  the  floor  at  his  feet,  and  just  where  he  had 
been  sitting,  a  memorandum  pod^et-book.  His  movement  es- 
caped the  notice  of  the  cottager,  and,  in  a  moment  after,  the 
two  disappeared  in  the  night  together,  taking  their  way  onoe 
more  in  Uie  direction  of  tiie  stables* 
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CHAPTER  Til. 

ROGUE   IN   GRAIN. 


tfie  Mbl«i  JSottring  diis,  the^n^e^wm  tigiited,«nd  oar  trar- 
etter  gitw  wio9k  at  liilri^iod  iteed.  He  wa»  pfenea  to  see  fluit 
the  b«a0t  prk^d'upbia  Mm,  «nd.  ^owed  aMn^ticbk  Blodg^ 
now  supplied  the  trough  with  com ; '  aad»  thifii  done,  the  Nn> 
daiifbereil  ^iit>  if  a  nide  ladd^i"  iwto  the  loft  abovfe. 

Thti»  greai  tmnlttd  ehamber  wa«  pvettjr  well  fitted  widilbsUhr 
oloee^  packed,  d^aii,  dry,  well  oared,  and  swieettf  BmeHiag^  it 
of^ttd  a  pleasattt  tleepltig^plaee  to  the  jaded  tamMm  Ma 
stormj  night  It  was  ample  -  6»4tigii ;  a  iMttse-  apen^a  -kmia ; 
kiglKMKifbd,  wHk  ^  ecpMM  wattt  ef  liie  iiowB'  raniiMg'  ap 
above  the  floor  some  six  feet,  and  forming,  with  the  reefing, 
ati  i^artMiMt  of  oosiiderttble  diy th.  The  leagtii  and  bi:^adth 
fblly  cotveepottded'wfih  tbe  height,  t^  eldUee  were  oakm- 
lated  ibr  the  aecoiii»oJta<3bn  of  fully  tdiirl^  i^rsei.  At  thia  b^ 
nent,  Aey  eentained  -^at  of  owr  tra^«Her  only,  and  a  ateirt  haok- 
ney  of  Master  Pete  Blodgit  There  was  a  singb' wiadiBfW  ist 
«a«(h  end  «f  tii^  Mi,  through  the  o^eviees  vt  whii^h  tbe'i%ht 
ibfind  ittf  #a^  ^iMatty- wtth  tlM  dawtt. 

Our  traveller  had  the  ptreeanttieii  im  oonoiat  the:  enttdQa  by 
cooping  oat  a  spaee  In  the  fodder  ^pileSi  shrotiding  ifaej  gleams 
C'f  the  light,  eiNU  so  feeble  as  they  were,  ftom  all  possibility  df 
being  seen  tfarotigh  the  (Mak/B  of  the  baUdiug,by  at^  dance 
paaser  on  <^e  ontoid^.  The  two,  now  eiithig  down  beside  the 
.candle,  contributed  still  more  effectually  to  the  obeourotion  «f 
It,  which  they  seemed  to  desire.  In  "^hls  pos^on  the  traveller 
o^on  a  eottversation  ^r  #hi<sh  Pete  Blodgit  evidently  wnito^ 

"I  take  for  graated.  i.  jdgit,  that  tr«ii  are  wise  eaoBgh,^aiSi 
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honest  enough,  to  be  sensible  of  the  kindness  and  liberality 
with  which  yon  have  been  treated  by  my  sister  and  myself,  and 
to  be  faithM  to  her  interests  and  mine.  In  this,  as  I  have  al- 
ready tried  repeatedly  to  show  you,  lay  your  own  interest — 
nay,  safety !  I  have  secured  you  the  forbearance  of  our  own 
people,  and  suffer  you  to  keep  up  appearances  with  the  Britiah. 
I  intrust  to  you  the  property  of  my  sister,  and  give  vou  a  liberal 
support  out  of  it  Tour  policy  is  to  be  faithful,  o'en  if  yon 
lacked  the  honesty — " 

**  But  I  am  honest,  major !  Who  says  I  ain't  honest  to  you  f 
Pd  Kks  to  Uiow  1    There's  Ao  man  what  haa  «  nghl  i#-*^" 

^I  wish  to  believe  yon  honest,  Pete;  yet  how^b  it  th«t  yon 
suffer  drunkmi  and  drinking  visiters,  aftd  nightHmfflers,  4o  eotne 
abool  you  }  And  who  are  theae  visiters  ?  I  hope  you  are  not 
fidiing^  into  bad  company." 

**  Lord,  no !  major ;  that's  jest  the  old  woman's  talk ;  ^A  she 
wenldnt  be  an  old  woman,  yon  know*  ef  she.cUdn't  talk,  and 
«alk»  abont  them  things  that  she  don't  ondecstlmd*  The  pe(^[ile 
thai  oome  here,  onee  or  twke-r^and  tbey  was  arddnking  set  of 
iUlows,  I  own-^diey  were  Marion's  men-^" 

'« Wha*  w«M  Maribn'a  men  doua«  away  frea  camp  at  tim 
I?" 

*  Well,  yon  see,  be  had  let  some  of  them  eome  eft  to  see 
>  their  famblies  ani  thehr  eisops^  Tbey  were  some  of  the 
Baxters  and  Oorraes;  yenng  Tom  Siglebeiger,  and  Joe  Pnr- 
Tia,  and  Dick  Stairaa,  and  aome  othem,  whose  famUiee  Uve 
along  the  Bdiito-^" 

"Bnoughef  thera,fi>r  ihepieaent!  I  am  nOt  ^atWed^ftbAfc 
they  have  left  camp  with  the  general's  peimiiai0n>  end  t^  leep 
you  have  te  say  to  them»  the  belter*" 

"  Lord  love  yon,  m^er,  it's  <mly  oaee  in  a  wey  I  aeed  them; 
.(  reckon,  before  this  time*  they  Ve  off  to  oamp  ag'in«" 

"  80  much  the  better  for  yen,  as  for  themaelves  f  and  now  fm 
omr  aooounts.    How  much  powder  and  ball  heve  yen  beoiA  ab> 
to  pick  up  ?" 

^Mighty  leetle,  m^or.  The  redcoats  are  getting  shy  of 
pmrting  with  ammynition«  Ii  don't  ihink  I've  been  %offi  to  gu 
more  than  thirty  wei^t  of  bullets,  and  a  leeth^more  fnr  half 
that  quantity  of  powder.^ 
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^B/om^B  ihkf    Hi  jt  one  of  my  deputies  but  hae  been  doiag 

^fiur  bettec^.in  die  ftiiMi  jmfxB  bed.    Belloii^  elteiefhu  beea 

able  to  pick  up  more  then  fbrtj  wei|^  of  pewiefe,  -"diii^t^en 

aniketii^  ead  asnely^ht  powds  of  belli   biiidei  eetidiiig 

thirteen  Irish  deserters  into  camp." 

•< WeU»  I  easi^  say.;  bat  BsAkmnmst beiaosa in  laeM'i  way 
than  me.  I  hain't  had  any  chaince ;  besides,  majorv  I've  had 
so  k^e  moaey.*' 

'*How  so?  You've  been  seUnig  com  and  Moitr,  1  knmBt 
I  see  even  here,  your  pile  has  come  down  eoasidi»abiT  I  and 
how's  the  com  in  the  swamp  f(Mtf  Y* 

"  Well,  I  hain't  sold  much,  miyor.    Mightf  leetle^  m  ftci^" 

«'Be  sue,  Peta  BIodgift,of  the  truth  of  what  yen  are  about  to 
tell  me.  I  would  not  have  you  commit  yourscdf.  I  would  not 
wish  to  discharge  you :  but  I  will  not  be  deoeived ;  and  I  have 
the  means  of  knowiiig4.  Speak  e«i  boldly,  xoMif  and  ia  ocder  to 
do  so,  be  sure  you  speak  nothing  but  the  truth." 

*'  Oh !  to  be  snrof  tai^ ;  it's  nothing  but  l^e  truth  that  I'm 
guine  to  tell  you !  Now,  you  see,  powder  and  shot  is  mighty 
scarce  in  these  pairts.  It's  hardly  to  be  had  fbr  lorve  or  money ; 
and  the  money's  scarce ;  for,  though  I  bar'  been  seUing  a  leetle 
ptoTiaiensii  jet»  joii  see,  the  moaey  yeo  gitsibr  it  ain't  always 
the  right  grit." 

'*¥0D  don^tittfl  me»  Peta  Bledgk^  that  you'v*  been  takmg 
contiaeaftal  money  from  the  BrilSBh>  ht  my  sister's  oom  and 
fodder." 

«We&,y0usee^m^or>  there  wasn't  aiay  hel^for  it  Times 
ain't  as  they  usen  to  be.  Thar's  no  sich  pbnty  a£  gaiBeas  now 
to  be  faadr  and  seiice  the  British  bev*  been  a  printing  aad  coun- 
terfitting  thiir  oon^ental  paper,  th^'re  more  likely  to  poke 
that  into  your  fisi  than  the  ydler  beauties.' 

The  officer  gazed  sternly  into  the  countenaaco  of  the  other, 
whose  eyes  drooped  slowly  beneath  his  glance,  as  b^^  s;ft)rAly  in- 
terrupted him — 

^  Why  do  yon  try  to  outwind  me.  Fete  Blodgtt,  with  this 
dbattis  abomand  about  the  tr«fth«  To  the  point, aaai.  What 
Mim  and  fodder  have  you  sold,  and  what  money  have  you  gotl^ 
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"  Well»  major,  don't  be  too  rash  now — jest  tet^  inecfink  up 
and  remember.  Tbar'  was  a  matter  of  five  loads  of  f^d^et  that 
vas  tuk'  mtvny  bf  ibat  Uasted  ^qniid  of'torle^nnfler  Jtiehebourg : 
mai  thogr  wvnl&'fc  pa j  in  nolMingrbwttlw  bUfled  ^papnv*' 

^B«¥«iiiddlb6lp  m)iBeKHM9frt  Th^MoU W tok*  it 
anyhow."  <  .   >  . 

'^  WUafel  anil  yov  iriik  Loi^d  SaWon'r  olm  pr^t^dion  in 
jwxr  podkst  i" 

'*'Twan't  no  use,  major,  with  sich  rapscalBoM  M  tkam. 
Tkej  jest  kngked  at  the  faq^J* 

"Well— ^prooaedr 

"  Then  thar'  was  Oappin'  Cbpdgh^tt-^' 

^^Begvlaj  aenrieef 

<«YMi**-^i%ilavsrr«liiit  ih&y  paid  90m  ia  eonttnoitalt^  and 
JMfie  ia  goiid." 

•*H6w  much  gold  r 

''-I  rackon>  I  bad  fivB  gaibtaa  ftmn  liim/' 

"Five  guineas  I  wdll*" 

'*  Than  oome  KonriB's  dragoons,  »i4  they  gin'  ma  a  leetle 
goW." 

"Hoiwrnaoigoldr' 

"  Wali,  aboat  five  gvuteasiaiere."  -      , 

'^Iliat  IB  tea,  thi>^  iks4  yon  admit  Hone  nhmtM  Kaone's 
squadron  V* 

"  Ok !(  Keeaer^yea,  I  did  eaU*  satae  pvavisft^nB  to  Oappiu 
Kaane^  and  iiei  paid  me  a  leaite  g^ld  U>a|  say.tfavaa  gaiataaa/' 

"Thirteen!  what  more?" 
.  «*f  WeU,  I  ^Mv  uac^^ifact,  jsBlr  now,  axr^  luai^^  idm^,  ^eapt— '* 
'"  M£seep#.wiMt f^'  ' ;  li 

tfEaeept  what  ony.  -own/  people  got.  Tkav'  wks  Oappin^ 
Bankp^>  ^fc  a[>me  witli  yotir  unlav;  and  Villa-PotitdQX,  and 
that  rough  customer,  Wannamaker ;  all  of  ^la  had  your  ardor, 
and  didn't  pay  nothing." 

"  No  mattei-  sbou^  iktm.    Yon  mean  to  t^  me,  Bk>dgit,  that 
you've  got  only  thirteen  guineas  for  me  ?" 
'  "  Haini  got  that,  in  gonld,  mi^r ;  for,  yon  «se«,  the  .powder 
aiad  ¥all,  Md.  the  tkeae  tnusketer  hiUl  ta  Ik  paid  fin^  aat  a# 
thiu."      , 
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*  ^ A'MiU^ilil  iy  gged^  fiikwr.    Mxtw  mmij  of  <h$  o4)nft4)ias 

^Oltl  noiw  Mri^tf^mi^  ^ « . .  I  bainft ^tcdd so  miKir  eom  m 
Hurt  Allies  to.*^  •         i 

.'<  Ab^  w«llf  dcMi-Mld  M  mtaoli  earn  I    0to^  a  OMnwlbf* 

Here  the  stranger  felt  in  his  pockets. 

<* Wh^re  eau  iii3r«iemoMichuii.Utik  Wt  ImKtbwrilsftit, 
Blodgit,  where  I  ate  supper.  I  faai  U,-eerta1biyr  before  I  sal 
dtrvTB  to  lable.  Do  run  off  te  the  hontfe,  a«d  see  slt^  it ;  and, 
bark^  don't  htk  lata  k,  m  it  ednliias  smm  prirata  matleia 
concerning  the  array.'' 

The  other  eagerly  rose,  as  if  glad  to  )esea^  the  serathiy 
which  he  had  been  undergoing ;  and,  in  a  few  a>eflients^  de- 
scended the  ladder,  and  emerged  flt4nb  Ae  0Uk^  the  do6r  of 
#biali*fa«^  loekad  beMnd  bi».  Ute^stmnger  sailed  as  be  beard 
tiM  belt  Bbet  awl  th^  k^y  wi«li<ifawii ;  ami,  rising  eleakhily. 
lantern  in  hand,  he  too  descended,  and  proceeded  at  onee  tc 
tbe  BtaH  wb^re  JUkfdgiifB  horse  -nks  ftwlened. 

^Thiffd  stall  Ihna  the  tigW^  ba  nattered  to  bitac^  as  b« 
entered  it ;  *  thrse  nolcfties  in  o««at»e«poit,  imn  fiug  on  top-post 
movable.    Let  us  see^^let  us  feel.'^ 

Anld^  tbtts  sayiag,  be  tried  tha  post^  whieh  be  Madily  hxihi, 
and  ^HseoVerad  that  H  was  saenrad  ta  Ae  pattitioa  dividing  oaa 
stall  from  another,  hj  a  sfaiglef'  bat  large  screw -i-^lSiiit  ft  was 
nowhere  ndiM  ta  tiM  partition,  and  tbat  it  iFOtked  ftwAy  be- 
ttiaib'faiBiMtnd. 

^Sa  fbr,aH  pvoarfse0  to  be  trae.  Tbe  lying  rascal  t  Tba 
aoigratehdboimd!  But  I  wOl  lay  blfafr  utterly  bare.** 
'  fisMng  iatisftai  his  cariosity  in  tbe  atall,  ba  saeiaftad  the  laa* 
tam,  dvew  a  kepf  front^  bia  paeket^  and  opened  the  dear  of  Aa 
atabie;  omdftitty  loekad  k»  and  withdrew  tbe  kegr;  then  Mala 
atf  to  tiia  cabin,  wttb  a  l^;bt,  swift  foal^tapt  putsaiiig  the  route 
in  the  darkness,  with  the  ease  of  fmQ  tef  whom  it  had  been  long 
finittar.  The  rain  was  still  fsHing,  but  not  hearily,  and  of 
Aw  be  se«nad  to  take  no  heed.  He  passed  to  the  rear  of  tba 
bnilduig,  and,  thi^ugb  a  crevice,  was  enabled  to  discern  all  the 
aMtfmanti  of  Bbdgit  The  latter  had  almaady  fiMind  tba 
aaVnsarmidtHa-bcMc^  ba*^  Sn>d0fianc|^'Ol  hfa.  bwtvaotionf^  mm 
greedily  turning  over  its  pages,  and  reading  its  contents. 
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I  kin  see,  about  the  corn  and  fodder;  bat  here's  a  migb^  deal 
of  inforttf^on  dboat  .Oceene's  army,  «nd  Marion's  mea.  and 
Sumter's  chickens,  that  I  reckon  Lord  Bawdon  wooUl  pay  a 
pretty  tiiee  lUtle.  amount  in  gonlden  goitiM9  ef  bo  couUl  only 
read  like  me." 

Sodden]^,  bia  mother,  atatting  ont  of  aleep,  oallad  to  Uai- 
fcom  witlbia ;  "  Pete-^Pele  Bk>dg^t~tbat  yoa  V 
.   He  started  wi|h  a  shiver —the  coDTukioa  of  guilt  and  fear— > 
thrust  the  book  baatily  ittio  bi^  boaom.,  and  strode,  without  aa- 
swering,  toward  the  door.    She  called  agmnu 

"That  you,  Fetal" 

"Yes,  it's  me," 

•«  that's  the  SMtte^.  Pete  V 

*'  Matler  enough.  Here's  Ae  mi^r  a  ivantiog  to  dreoM  all 
the  money  ^ut  of  aie.  I'd  at  leare  bjs'd  drean  ma  of  aH  tba 
blood,  in  my  body." 

'<  I'd  drean  his  first,  Pete  Blodgit  I'd  never  let  blm  hev^ 
the  gould  tbiit  I  bed  once  fairly  got  into  mjr  own  bauda.  Coma 
here  to  me,  Pete,  and  let  me  tell  you  vp4iat  you're  to  do." 

**  I  kain't  now !     He's  a  wiUting  for  me." 

^<  Well,  yoa'r»  but  a  poor-q»erited  creature,  ef  you  let  but 
drean  you  Of  a  copper.    I'd  draw  a  knife  ftr  it,  Pete,  I  uNmUl" 

"  Hush  up^  who  knows  but  I  aaay !" 

«'Aroiri>W  cou^ploil"  itotteored  the  straaf^,  air  ba  listened 
without;  "and  this,  great  God,  is  human  nature;  Im  e.  C9una» 
tiM  land;  wbere  no  bduse  is  without  itaBiUei  where  no  pre- 
cinct is  without  its  preaahiir  J  Here,  is  aimotber*  «n  dni  vergii 
ckf  the  gtave,  ooimidling  her  own  son  to  murdor,  for  a  priiij 
sum  .of  gold !  Aaai  th^e  are  pec^e  lor  vrtiom  I  have  fosad 
•belter  and  prolectien-*-whoai  I  have  kept  from  ataorvattoa-^ 
whom  I  still  laed,  and  to  whom  I  have  given  the  very  servant 
to  whom  they  kok  lor  help  and  water !" 

But  there  was  no  time  for  soliloquy.  Peto  Blod^  wai 
already  about  to  undo  his  door,  and  the  stranger  stole  Awajy 
swiftly  in  the  direction  of  ike  stable.  Here  he  bofeuMd  himself 
ascending  once  more  to  the  fodder  loft,  and  sfisuming  bia  pkiea 
quietly, as  ho haand  the kejeftitt  elher  slowly  tondng inlte 
lock 
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'  ''ToB  were  long*  in  fiitdiaglt»Pet^*' Bald  tlieg«e0t,MBlodg^ 
handed  him  the  book. 

'** Tie jj  hard  to  find,  major,  as  I  hed  to  feel  for  it:— I  hed 
no  light^aaddid^ntwant  to  wake  the  old  woman  to  git  ^  on« 
die  hed/' 

**  WeU,  as  yon  had  no  light,  I  needn't  ask  7011  whether  you 
read  anything  in  the  book." 

<'  It's  mighty  little  skill  I  hev'  in  reading,  any  how ;  bat  you 
telW  me  not,  yeti  know*" 

Meanwhile,  the  stranger  turned  over  the  pagea  ci  the  book'; 
then,  slowly  speakhig;  he  said  :-^ 

''  Pete  Blodgit,  I  have  tried  to  favor  yo«,  but  yen  wiQ  not 
let  me.  I  warned  you  to  speak  the  truth  to  me,  but  you 
have  been  deaf  to  the*  waming.  Now,  hear  what  1  know,  Tou 
have  sold  both  eattle  and  pi^d^sibns  to  Ooffin^roobmlssarjr,*  of 
whieh  you  have  not  told  me  a  syllable." 

'*  Oh  I  but  he  paid  in  continental  currency,  major." 

<'  Not  so,  shr !  He^  paid^  yon  hi'  g«riiieals,  sir,  forty^seven  guin- 
eas, all  of  which  were  counted  out  into  your  own  hands." 

The  fellow  was  damb*^hiJ9  eyes  dilated  to  a  marvellous 
"^ideness— his  lips  (|idv«red-^hiir  teeth  almost  chattered  (  but 
be  eodd  ilot  deliver  a  syllattet  The  odier  gave  him  no 
respite. 

^Tofi  sold  to  Fisher,  also,  and  got  y^r  pay  in  gold-*^a  mat- 
ter of  i&ie  guineas ;— b«t^herev  look  ever  that  list  for  youree#; 
and  say  what  other  items  might  be  set  down,  which  are  hm 
Aere,  but  whidh  oiigkt  to  to  tidmi  iAtsi<ei(Mnit  agiahist  ymi !" 

The  criminal  ^took'  the  p^per  ni^himleally,  aodv  whBe  th|D 
^peMj^ratiott  n^led  itrnt  lis  4(Jkb«  atid  foi^ead,  )^>$femed  to 
peruse  the  document    When  he  had  done,  thie  other  eatd  :<*-^ 

"Now  hand  over  to  me  all  the-taeney  you've  gotf." 
'    Hodgit  drew  a  leathern  sack-  i^om  his  bosom  whieh  he  deliv- 
ered with  some  tJacrity  mto  die  hands  ti  the  major.    The  lat- 
ter untied  it,  spread  his  handkerchief,  and  poured  oirt  the  oon- 
tents,  which  he  deliberately  counted. 

"  Thirteen  guineas,  it  seems ;  and  this  continental  stuff}*' 
'      ''FoiDr  thousand  Aree  hundred  a&d  thirty-ive  doHarsT 
jtodgft  ttlU^  ^'  im^xrtt  flbiiWonttdy. 

"WellreiteiriiKSre*.    Now/Blodglvwlietie'ft  Ao  t#iiirr4fe 
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of  the  Hessian  yagers  1" 

«  Silw— SpiwiBli  dolUr$--r04  miaof,  I  quite  fojgot  dsit  I 
giutli«^t<>tliepldiii^eBMuaio]Q9e|K  rUg^andgptUnglitawiQr.'* 

**  Nay,  leave  it  with  her  1     But  how  comes  it,  Blodgit,  that 
tUfl  smaU  balanoe  is  all  that  remaittf  o£  tha  aBMHiot  you  have 
received?" 
.    '^  Wdll)  bnt^  uHf oj^r^ihtt-els  tiie'  cpntiflueiOal  paf«r/' 

"None  of  that  nonsense,  Blodgit.  w.^  iiH(>o«A  <m  mel 
WlHrfo^a  rite  gold  r 

*'  And  you  forget,  major,  what  I'bad  to-j^  fo  tbeiRlialMii 
Um  purler  aiMl  baUa." 

^-Ahl-randwIieffiMr^tbayr -t    r. 

^Tharj  undei^  Jtbe  &44ei?  In  thi|;,  A«W6rpf !    . 

<<0(iad.    Utb^povndaruaJtiMSQlVi  • 

<'No,  major,  in  sheep^abilM  land :bMd4r«;<. and  j^pl  up  in  twd 
eends  of  a  s(dt«t«g."    .  ,. 

^'  It  10  dry«  theui  and  m  taawnhi^t  Jhrfn  f^r  i«nioval  P' 

«Ohl  ymr 

"And  tbia  i» all  tbei  voiiey. thu^  yM  hiKve t" 

^li dreona alltba  bUod. -oift^ ai  me* Hi^r.  I Jbpain't g^ aa 
oihcor  BhiUi4«,  'ci^t  dM  Sh^Mi  dpl]|ur#  d»i  I  gin  Um  o)4 
woman  to  keep." 

'« You  iMMild  no  dfO^bi  b«  ^iMEtd  4a  %i|j  pessen  r«rb^  /^auld 
Aaw  you  tbat  tbore  waa  atjU  tf(>p0  ma«#y  le^.both  i^.g^l^  ^ 
aavarr  ..    .      ,  , 

<<  Aa  I'm  n  UviBf  aimw  Nl^  IUaiM«,  I  btw't  got  |wiMi)|. 
peneeo  to  nub  ag'iii  aiMblotb^r,    I  pwoir  l-tr**^^ 

soolbyanoAthr. 

"  WhatdoyoQQieaiitMa^E}**  /• 

^I'U  sbow  you,  my  .good  follow,  in  a  ^iMMxA,"  aaid  the 
othart  gatbaring  ap  the  lao^ffyy  laid  sotamio|^  it  to  the  lo^thocp 
vallatt  which  be  dj»paaitod  yiiedy  in  tbo  body  of.  his  coat. 
This  done,  he  said : — 

'TjakattptiielantoniJ'^ 

Tba  fsllftw  obeyod»  aod  lad  the  wt^^  aa  h^  auj^orior  diroated. 
to  the  ladder,  both  desolMUiig  tottha  aftabfe..  S^m  flMfir 
.paialaAilo  ibb  fltidl  atetabiti^  Ao^ver8€iMrVL^«Mtr .    < 


HodgH  obej^,  trtmUingly*  Ji  All  thita9tf. 
.  ^  Unsenew  me  tli«t  post" 

"  Why,  it's  nnlea:  dowm  fbit,  mJ^.** 

«"  Unstrew,  ntosew  !"*    HSm  fdlow  siibmittMl. 

"  Now  pnll  up  the  post !" 

"  Why,  major,  it's  onpossible,  unkM  we  €%.  If»  stmk  deep 
In  tb«>«ktk."  /  •     ;. . 

'Sto'feH^iir  «f)MieMiN)'to-tt7vl>iit  the  po«l  <^^9«atiii7  sttt  tx^re- 
^lUviaimoridUe.  flindoir  •ap{)foatehed  %  piMte^  tk  koiteni 
iflto' tlie.h«fiAi'«f  Kodgil.  He  then  g^nsp^  the  post, wii^  a  m^ 
gW  'hAhirf;> '  Sa  ihe  £d  «»>' t}i«  ligke  flidlered  ^Bl^gk  having 
ffoadMd  ^tKiod  this  i>lgte  hMd  te^  the  Drocngk  Agfakisi  which 
'kmboit  An  oiike»  hllfe«^  But  i«>hetfi«i^  he  deerignecl  to  grMp  it 
m^«t«,  Mid  ftn*  >v^hAt  pufpoflcr  must  be  only  mutter  ef  conjeetare^ 
9^ki;  thm  r^ty  moment, 'Skielalf  torued  Ml  tp<m  him,  and 
^ppe4«  ^iMol  I#*bi8  hettd. 

"  I  tell  yoa,  hold  the  lantern !    Make  a  movement^  Ho  the 
right  or  the  left,  and  I  blow  your  brains  omt.^ 
'    The  feii«w  iAdrly  shi^rened,  but  he  m*de  ent  to-  vtamhmei*  r— 

*•  Why,  major,  what's  the  trouble  1    What  em  I  doing  r 

*<Blaon|^hrI»ete  Bledgit,  4hlit  I  ktiowyet»9  Hdd  that  lan- 
eerti  Madily;    Beii^a^ !" 

- '  WM  thifl flj^eeeh^-Htt if setMtodof hi«  9e^ai4tle»— -he deigned 
fed  enodier  wotd,  or  look,  tfo  the  fellovr;  but,  5#ith  a  single 
liatiA^'tare  ep^  Ah  pdst  from  the  ftpdt  n/irher^  it  seamed  to  be 
fixUfyptot^  in  the  etftth:  lliSs  act'reqmed  no  eiForli,  tfee 
pe«l  he^g  been  mi^Ktained  ifi  an  etfect  pdstHon  fvimply  by  the 
eiii^e  strew -<^A  large  one  Mleed«^-whi{5h  had  fastened  it  te 
Ae- pairtitioii, 

•*  Leave  the  stall  T  6b  t6  the  next  and  hold  yonr  lantern 
ever,**  iriks  ^ye  atem  command  ot'  hiff  visiter,  in  toircs  that  co- 
«roed  t^e  will  (f  the  listener.  Blodgit  obeyed  in  silence, 
while  Sinclair,  stooping  to  the  hole  left  by  the  post,  drew  up 
an  old  powder-keg  by  a  rope-hitch,  whkh  had  been  made 
eboutit* 

*Yotf  are  Mii^p¥ifli^,  ifr;  Pwie  BMgit,  at  my  disceyvering 
geidiii-^Masera^'Wherv  yev'  had  feone,"  tiaid  Sindii^,  Mr,  w4tli 
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fthft  jttnsda  o£>liit.pi*tol,  hftkBodbal  ia  ffaelielilof  tke  keg* 
and  laid  bare  its  cout^ittts.  Blodgit  gcoaned  alottd  a*  the  other 
poured  out  the  guineas  into  a  great  belt  viddi  he  had  drawn 
from  his  bosom,  and  now  stifapped  about  his  Body* 

«  Why  do  70U  groan,  man  1  Oqght  you  not  sathnr  to  rejoice 
at  my  good  fortune  ?" 

The  other  groaned  again« 

<<Pete  Blodgit,"  said  Sinclair,  ^yonr  gnawing  araiice  has 
made  yon  a  rogue  and  a  traitor.  Were  I  to  serve  yon  rightly^ 
I.fhoidd  ab^don  yoa  tp  yonc  fBufce;— nay>  haye  yon  hang  to 
Kibe  first  s^in^og  bo^h !  But  you  ave  sufficiently  punished  by 
the  Ipsa,  of  joxuf  iU-appropriated  trei^Suite.  Now  h^  me.  I  have 
an  ey^  u|Mm  jiou,  and. no  trnst  in  ypul  ICyjipiee  shall  watdi 
you*  I  siiall  giTe  you.  ^ne.  moie  trial.  I>o  yau.iry  and  be 
faithful !  I  shall  leave  in  your  bauds  the  eoro  and  fodder  stilly 
to  be  sold  out  as  it  is  called  for.  I  shall  leave  you  the  negro* 
girl  to  help  ypur,  mother  as  before. .  Ton  have^he  bogs,  the 
cattle,  and  the  poultry ;  and  a  covei^  over  your  own  beads.  Be 
faitbful!" 

Blodgit  fell  upon  hiskn^O^* 

'*  Ob  1  liprd,  migor,  haye  mevey  upon  me  1  It  was  the  old 
woman  that  tempted  tq^  I" 

**  Silence,  n^scal,  and  sny  nothing  of  yoat  mothei' !  I  .doubt 
if  she  knows  of  your  proc-eodings.  It  is  the  bad  company  yoa 
Iiave  k^pt,  sinrahy.  your  own  .gnawing  avarice,  your  owia  cor- 
rupt heart,  that  have  led  yp?i  to  sin!  Aw|iy,  now  1*^ not  a 
word — and  rout  me  up  at  daylight.  .  I  waU  then  give  yon  my 
fiatber  instructions.    Take  thjS.  light  with  you,  and  begone  !** 

Tlie  culprit  did  not  wait  a  second  Oiro^r*  He  dashed  ent| 
and  Sinclair  heard  him  shoot  the  bolt  and  drsiw  out  the  keiy« 
and  fancied  that  there  was  a  deliberate  something  it*  the  waj 
of  his  doiug  U,  that  spoke  for  a>  secret  satuifaction,  ir.  the 
thought  of  the  fellow,  which  oeem^  to  give  him  'U/usoiation 
even  afW  bis  losses.  The  other  amjled  sc^ormully,  however* 
and  miittered :  — 

**  Rascal !  He  thinks  he  has  me  fast  till  morning !  Bui 
I  will  teach  him  another  lesson.  Does  he  suppose  me  silly 
eiiough  to  have  fajth  in  hiui,  a|^  I  have  jdimd.him  oui-^TTaftoi 
i  ^ve  atci^pe^  kirn  of  hia  stolen  tresaurea-^a/ter  I  haw  abfmm 
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him  that  I  know  him  I  No !  no !  master  Blodgit ;  I  only  stroke 
the  cat's  fiir  until  I  can  get  beyond  reach  of  her  claws !  There 
is  work  to  be  done  before  morning!  Were  I  to  linger  till 
peep  of  day,  I  should  never  see  another.  The  scamp  would 
soon  have  a  score  of  his  Jamaica^sAeVers  busy  with  their 
knives  about  my  throat.  1  must  xxy  and  keep  it  sound  for 
sweeter  customers.'*  ' 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

HCW  TO  TRAIN  A  CAT  INTO  A  TIOEK. 

Wb  are  not  sore  that  all  rascals  have  a  like  share  of  sensi- 
bility with  Master  Pete  Blodgit,  and  exhibit  the  same  degree 
of  mortification  upon  detection.  We  do  not,  indeed,  pretend  to 
say  that  Pete's  n^ortification  was  the  result  of  any  peculiar 
sense  of  shame ;  and  are  half  inclined  to  suspect  that  he  would 
not  have  cared  a  button  about  the  exposure  of  his  short-comings, 
and  dubious  reckonings,  with  his  employer,  had  the  other  not 
shown  himself  so  exacting — so  tenacious  about  his  returns,  and 
so  pressing  and  so  punctilious  in  respect  to  immediate  restora- 
tion. That  discovery  of  the  hiding-place  of  his  treasure,  held 
to  be  so  perfectly  secure — that  was  the  crowning  misery  and 
mortification,  that  sent  Pete  to  his  wigwam,  almost  howling 
with  fury.  A  sneaking,  cur-like  scoundrel  naturally,  his  vexa- 
tion, under  this  affliction,  was  such  as  to  sublime  itself  to  rage ; 
and  he  felt,  for  a  moment,  almost  disposed  to  put  on  the  armor 
of  heroism,  and  boldly  grapple  with  the  insolent  assailant  who 
had  so  suddenly  dispossessed  him  of  his  accumulated  spoils. 

But  Pete  was  noj;  by  nature  endowed  to  be  a  hero.  He 
might  have  brained  Sinclair  with  his  bludgeon,  and  probably 
would  have  tried  to  do  so,  had  the  opportunity  been  allowed 
him — as  we  half  "suspect  was  his  intention,  at  the  moment 
when  his  secret  treasure  was  discovered; — but,  to  brave  the 
enemy  boldly,  with  naked  weapon,  front  to  front,  and  eye 
looking  into  eye,  was  by  no  means  the  course  of  action  which 
Pete  was  prepared  either  by  nature  or  education  to  attempt 

But  he  could  rage  fiercely,  the  danger  not  present — nay,  re- 
solve terribly  in  the  moment  of  security — and  his  wrath  burst 
forth  into  a  perfect  yell,  when  he  found  himself  fairly  within 
his  cabin,  with  the  door  fastened  behind  him.  He  dashed  the 
lantern  down  upon  the  table,  and  smote  the  table  itself  with  a 
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heavy  fist,  ▼hile  groan  after  grOM  breke  from  bis  hrt9ii^  ihe 
jUrs^  of  thai  tferrible  ariurice  whieb  £Ued  liia  hearti  and  vlrieh 
iiad  boea  tiwa  dayri^ed  of  all  ili  acetmtilaAad  prmmm,  ^al 
om  fWl  awoiop  r'  •     < 

His  mother,  who  was  natnrallj  wakeful,  and  wfaon  the  -fk^ 
yioas  coimaunicalio*  oC  tibe  aoB  had  sttidcrrftd  anxionsly  to,)  now 
cried  to  him  from  withio  ^— 

''  WeU»  Peteir  you  hain't  given  up  the  gouU  f " 

«« Hain't  I  then  ?    Hdl !  what  exmU  I  do  r 

"What,  alii    youdm'jtBayalir 

«"  Evecy  copper !    I'm  dtemed  of  eveify  batten  ^ 

*<I'd  ^a'  djk4  iiratt"  r«^«ded  Iba  veB«ria>k  ribeamatio. 
''  I'd  bA'  trieid  knif;^  and  bullet  lor  it,  befnra  I'd  ba'  let  myself 
be  /dravAod  of  all  mty  havd  yaimlDgs  :by  aay  jnan*  that  ev«t 
broke  bread.  But  I  always  told  you,  ydt  vtaa  m  neann^TBited 
aritfter  I  W)iat'i  a  a«an |^o4  far,  af  lie  ihm'i  ataiid  a£glit  for 
b^a  yairiOit^ir 

**  Oh !  hush;  I  say,  mother !  You  don't  know  i  B[«w  en  1 
U>  $tmiA  npia  avdMf  fi^,  ne  •  k»i  pilisdm  aiifl  a^small  ptisson 
to  baat^withiieb  a|>aiK)Yftl  mm  as  WBM&  SittabarJ  You  kaom 
it*il  an  aoiMaa^  to  lalk  ao." 

«  Who  talks  of  a  fair  fight,  but  your  omvieolthaad  f  I  knowa 
well  anovgPi  yaa'd  bd.notbii^  itk  th^llHaidd  <£  Wiilw  einolahr,  ef . 
be  kaaw'd'  what  y^m-  was  a^rirrf og  tat^  « But  faoive  bad  ebaioea 
enough  of  djiMSgiha  thing  witb^tany  fif^fe  at.alLl  Wbnr'  ^mi 
J^we  eyMk  yanr  hiiad^  ymr  kn]£s»  when  he  waa^a;aatiflg,  or 
a-lying  down,  or  a-counting  out  tk»  manii^,  or  loeUi^  avmr  his 
papaoiS  Xotd !  id  i;  had-bean^3Be»  I  taclote  I  cotild  ha'  Aund 
a  hundred  chainces  for  laying  him  over  the  head  inA  ^  hkfc* 
oiy*  or  driring  a  sharp  knife  ct*ar  down  iaito  his$  viba.  Thar's 
alii»y«-#)||itea6MB*o«gh  for  ixf  man  tbaia  got  *  mia'abasrt  in 
hi*  \mB9iQmfS%Ui  Bkudgiti  Batiyaa  ainfiaa  tauak  ataM^as  I've 
told  you  a  thousand  times.  Ef  you  was  a  man,  'twouMn^t  all 
aa>ir  stand  a$-it  ia;  atid  WilMeiBitidaievOuldafiifit  Off^with 
thai g0iild*!tiiaa|;li.h^!a g o^it ia^fais  podoet^  as yaa  w,p  ThmiH 
many  ways  for  spiling  a  man's  marching,  ef  thkt'  vaa  only  a 
K4»r^f.ta;afaudi!lba.wiieels,ot«cattbairaaail^  ^ 

"  Well,  hush,  now,  mother.  'Tain't  all  orar  yit^  as  yoi  «iy i 
aiid4'tt  a-llndkuigianw  I  sbaU  i^orit  4t." 
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**  Ofa  I  much  good  jour  Chiukiiig  will  do  jou,  Pete,  ef  fon 
does  it  all  by  your  own  Belf:  Oome  in  here  to  tit^,  knd  wi^ll 
talk  it  oyer  together.  It  malBes  rae  strain  ny  throat  too  much 
to  talk  to  you  out  thar'.  Gome  in,  I  say !  Lord !  ef  I  Ihis 
only  amanf' 

**I  wish  yon  was  I**  s«flen1y  responded  the  son,  as  he  passed 
into  the  chamber. 

"Set  down  thar'--*'longside  of  me  on  the  bed,  Pete— set 
down !  And,  now,  t^l  me  all  about  it,  Pete.  You  say  he  tuk*^ 
the  whole  thirteen  guineas,  and  gin*  you  nothing  1'^ 

"Thirteen  g«iiieas!  Lord!  ef  that  was  a]11<-<— it  was  nigh 
(m  to  a  hnndred  guineas  that  he  dreaned  out  of  me !    It  was!" 

"TheLord  ha'  raarsy  upon  my  poor  soul!  And  you  let  any 
■Mm  sweep  you  dean,  of  n%fa  on  to  a  htmdrt^  guineas,  and  you 
never  struck  a  stroke  I" 

"Well,  you  needtt^  fO  on  »«aying  tke  same  foolish  thkig 
over  and  over  ag'in,  as  ef  I  had  no  Ibelin's  1"  growled  th^  M* 
low  impatiently; 

"  And  I  wonder  idiat's  die  sarviee  sich  feeUn'a  as  years  are 
a-goine  to  do  anyfree  white  mant  Bf  die  right  fedin's Was  in 
your  buzzum,  you'd  a  dreaned  his  hearth  U6ddv  alt»re  heVI  ha* 
dveaned  your  podcets  i" 

"Oh!  yo«  needn't  talk,  neither;  we'H  see  what  yod're 
arguiaie  to  say  and  to  do,  whea  he  comes  at  yen  io  Ihe  moniing 
for  that  bag  of  silver  dollars  I  ghv*  you  to  put  aw^.^ 

"  Whail  yon  didn't  tell  him  of  dram  dolkrs»  top,  didyottr* 
almost.  sczemMd  die  old  woman.     * 

"How  could  I  help  lit  He.fanw^d  aB  about  iti  Heknov^ 
efferythiiig  ♦" 

"  And  how  kkta  he  to  know  f^ 

"  FM«n  the.  devil  himself  I  re«kon ;  ftir  i  kain^fgoesi  how 
he  found  otA  everydiing,  even  to  the  kag  of  gtfnaas  ks  An 
sUhle.'' 

"And  a^frefc^  place  to  hide  a.  kdg  of*  gi^eas!  Oh  I  Petii 
Bladgit,  ef  youiwaa  a  born,  ediot  you  oooldbH  W  done  tinkmi 
Ibdishdngr 

"  WeU,  well  see  how  ym'll  hide  aw«y  them  dollars  whett  Ini 
comes  for  'em  in  the  morning." 

"  And  you're  a-guine  te  let  kim  see  morainf  6faiiie»  yon  pdoo- 
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flpenrked,  mma  cfttterl  Yoitll  let  bini  dmm^  mt,  too,  of  all 
tho  leetlo  Ml  of  moiiej  IVe  put  away  ag'la  faai  "weatber  V* 

'*  Well,  If  8  kia  own  nwmejr—tbat  ia^  k'a  Lis  iMtar*0»  wludi  ia 
tbe  same  thong,  70Q  know." 

^  And  what  do  I  oaze  for  him,  or  his  sistort  Whai*4  in  vxy 
pookat'a  mine,  I  tril  jon ;  and  TIL  hold  on  to  it,  aa  I  woold  to 
dear  lifo,  I  teQ  70a  i  He's  a  fool  that  lota  himadf  be  bled  to 
Aeaihyaad  dieaned  of  all  hia  yaiminga*  when  there'a  a  wf^  to 
stop  the  drean." 

««3ialthaf8it!  HoV  will.  jaatfU^  tbe  dxeant  Jest  let  ao 
know  what  youll  say  and  do  to  save  them  Spanish  dollars  1" 

*'JCf  yea  wasttiM  id^ht  seat  of  nuui,  yoo'd  be  doiag*  without 
Mtii^  ma.  Baft,  as >aa  ain%  111  tall  you*  Oh!  ef  I  waa  a 
nan,  I  wouldn't  waale  wards  on  yo«  nor  him  i  I*d  do  it  my« 
aelf,  and  nobody'd  be  the  wiser  of  what  waa  done  till  it  waa  too 
latoto  pat  m  with  a  'stop  you tharT  Look  you.  Fete  Blodgit, 
I  kia  haadly  lift  a  leg^  tberafore  'tain't  poaaiUe  for  me  to  do 
nothing;  bnt  yoa<»-*-ya«  moat  pluck  np  heart,  Pete,  and  jept  do 
aal4ellyoa." 

''  Qh  Qn*~q«iak !    Ye«'re  a^bimiiiig  dayligbft !/? 

"  Well :  yon'ye  a  gaa  1  Ain't  thar'  a  way  to  shoot  through 
tbe  logs?" 

** Not  easy  i  Baeidas,  in  aC  them  blades,  thar'a.no  saying, in 
jist  what  place  he  sleeps." 

"  Then  yon  mnst  knife  bim  as  he  deeps !" 

^.Easy  a«ough,  ef  you  could  git  ath^  without  waking  bim. 
But  that's  the  trouble.  While. youfra  a-woridng.your  way  at 
bini  bamayn*tbeitidDHig  it  eaay.!-   ' 

"^  And  kain't  you  sneak  like  a  cat,  ef  yon  kain't  fight  like  a 
tiger.  Kun't  you  git  into  the  stable,  boy,  without  ^artdkmg 
tbe  look  as  it  inme,  or  the  door  on  its  bingeal  .  TouVe  got  the 
kc^»  and  you're  got  the  feet  and  cunning  of  a  aU  1" 

*'Ay,  the  key's  tefo" — and  he  drew  it  from  his  pocket— 
**  and  he's  safe,  too,  till  morning." 

'*  Good  i  And  so  you  git  into  the  stable,  and  creep  up  into 
tbe  loft,  and  feel  about,  scrftly,  as  any  kitten,  and  jest  you  make 
anre  when  you  go  to  stick !" 

^  He'll  wake  for  >  sartin  I  The  fodder's  all  about,  and  it  will 
ffoide." 
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*^  << Ko !  no  r  ke  irmh  wA4 !  He's  pr^tfy  mUtited  down  bjr 
his  riJKiig.  I  koolir'd  it  fton  bis  talk^  «3Did  he  uaA  ms  mnoh. 
He^  ^eep  M^tmd  like  li  bag  <^  featheie>  I  UH  fou/tie  mottieat 
he  iajs  himself  down  for  it  But  jest  700  take  jrosr  tkne,  and 
ft^  your  iraj,  and  be  tip  and  doings  wiik  a  heartthaf s  aU  the 
time  a^teUi^  7ovi-**-'Pie«e,:  don't  yon  IcM  them  giuiiaaal 
3im!tiie!  a'UMMt  a  htmdfefeft!  Asd  yon  hied  a'laost a  handled 
guinea^,  yen  m)9ati4perri*ed  cvit^i  add  'never  let  yonr  vrnm 
mother  know  a  word  aboat  it  V* 

^'Ohr  hash  aboist  all  4Mt,nQthev!  TheUdajf^iiowubow 
to  eh 'cm  liaoh/" 

'' Sev'ntl  tdid  you  }.  Oo  ybn  mwh  imd  Mb aheot  it.  Bo  it 
ab  I  tell  yt>u.'  Ton  w<er0  a  bom  sneak,  aodHongiii  to  be  aUa  ta 
crawl  np,  Mid  fed  where  hie  heart  beatu,  and  drive  yo«r-  kaiHe 
down  hwfl  like  a  hammer." 

'  ^  1  wt)nt  try  the  kiiiie.    I  hcrv'  pis^i^ ;  good  ones^  too^  wilb 
mooibs  'like  bulldogs ;  and  a  pair  hal^uaee  ballnts  io  'aai-boik.'* 

*'*rke  lEnM^V  safest,  Pete  I  Ottyaar  heavt.  apl  Tbafa 
what  you  want !  Only  a  leetle  more  of  the  tigei'yaod  lets  of 
the  cat,  and  WilSie SinelMi'  wouldnH'iM*' se^n tberiHneof diem 
guineas,  awd  wont  carry  'em  ofi^  now:  Ws  got  *iim !" 

*'  1*11  take  both  — knife  and  pistols !  But  I'm  deuced  ^bona 
abcEVt  it)  mother.  £f  I  iaiss»  and  he  shouU  wake,  he'li  chop  me 
to  sausage-meat  in  a  twink  T' 

"  What  I  and  you  with  tw9  pistoli  in  year*  grip^  V* 

*'  tasl  ef  I  had  twmty !  He'fci  got  aomethirirtlHit I  wants, 
itio^ier,  imd  ^lAiait  makes  a  fighting-man.'* 

" It's  the  heart,  Pete !  Biii  you've yit a  heart  ^satbe guiB^^ 
etur,  and  a  miaii  MgiH  ^o  fight  for  the  tfamg  he  IotmI  A!teo6t 
a  hundrad  ^irieas !  Fete>  Wodgit,  ef  you  lef •  Wiiia.  Binehdr 
git  off  with  them  hundred  guineas,  I'il  cut'  yoor  heart  out  \  1 
will  t  Go !  sneak  apon  ham,  and  dig  into  his  ribs  ontil  yon  hear 
the  rattle,  in  his  throat !  Never  stop  digguig  till  you  hear  him 
gurgle  out  his  last !     It's  for  a  hundred  guineati  )'0u  loiaw !" 

And  clutching  the  fellow  by  the  wrist,  with  a  savage  energy, 
aa  she  spoke,  she  drew  him  toward  her  with  one  hand*  while 
with  the  other  she  smote  him  upon  the  breast,  as  if  to  shov^  hiai 
the  eii^t  mlrnner  ib  which  the  deediwaatto  be:idoiie.  Peta 
wondered  at  the  sinewy  grasp  which  the  old  woman  atfil  fm^ 
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sessedy  and  could  not  forbear  mnrmnring — an  equal  acknowl-  . 
edgment  of  his  own  feebleness  and  her  strength  of  will — "Ah  < 
mammjf  ef  I  onlj  had  sich  a  heart  as  jonr*n  in  mj  buzznm !" 

"  Ah !  Pete,  but  I  was  a  she-tiger  one  time !  Yonr  daddy 
know'd  it  well.  He  wam't  no  coward  neither,  Pete;  yet 
many  a  times  he  said  ip  me-r-^  BoQjr^  ypn  ought  to  have  been 
a  man  and  a  sodger !'  and,  the  Lord  knows,  I  ought !  But 
youVe  got  heart  enasgli^  Be*e»*  ef  you'll  only  trust  to  it! 
Tou're  afeard  of  your  own  heart,  now ;  and  that's  bad,  bekaise 
it  k^eps  yoti  fMti  tryittg  t  But  jest  you  try  now,  Pete,  and 
nihid  and  dh  it  ari  your  oM  mammy  tdls  you !  Shltke  it  ihto 
the  stable,  and'ttp  iVe  loft;  and  go'  otk  snaking  it  fell  youfS&el 
jest  wlkere'i  li^^  a^ljHtig;  ^b^  pxrt  ii  to  him,  quitk  and  hard  f 
Chiiy  fyie'stcre  ant'ftlel' first  wh^rcJ  lb  stiA.  Go  noV,  quick,  and 
do  it  ?  Db  ii,1  say  I  or  don't  you  let  me  iee  thafrfftce  of  your*n 
ag^iM*-  .Ii.  .1.' 

"  Til  do  it !"  exclaimed  the  sotf,  starting  np  with  a  show  of 
resolution  which  delighted  the  old  woman,  and  encouraged  the 
#fet(*  himself.  . 

•Bo'it/Pcte,  !ik€(  a  man!  and  while  J'ou're  a-doing  it,  IH 
be  a-praying  fbr  you,  Pete — your  mother  ^11  be  praying  fbr 
yovL,  Pete !  SWer  ftnrgit,  wteh  the  tStiie  comes  for  you  to 
stnke,  that  there's  1»  htmdred  guineas  depending  upon  it,  in  the 
dead  man's  pock^^f^ 

The<jj(roiiiibe*  t6^'pray  for  hfm,  whfle  he  sped  on  his  devout 
tiifdsion,  B^ihed  Very  miieh  to  encourage  our  young  OhHstian ; 
since  he  libw  began  to  m6ve  with  a  greatly  increased  show  of 
Steierhiinatibn  and  energy.  He  examined  his  pistols,  Mt  the 
charge  with  th^  ramrod,  picked  the  flints,  saw  to  the  priming, 
tten  stiick  the  weapons  in  his  g!rd1e.  His  coufeau  de  chasst-^ 
for  Pete  was  a  hunter,  equally  of  hogs  and  deer^— he  subjected 
to  as  careful  a  scrutiny ;  and,  satisfied  with  his  tools,  he  threw 
open  his  door  in  order  to  proceed  to  work;  but  closed  it 
again,  quick  as  li^tning,  with  an  exclamation  of  surprise*  if 
not  apprehension  — 

"  Whafn  the  name  of  old  Bilkebub  can  that  be  a-coming !" 

Let  us  leave  him  for  a  brief  space,  while  we  see  to  other 
parties  in  thia  Ourhfsfoty,  i¥om  whom  we  may  also  learn  the 
'!iaiilN)'of  Master  ^o^git's  surprise. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE  HBLL'FIRB  DtCBfiu 

Wk  haye  seen  tbat  WilUe  Sioclair  had  Imb  dottfa^  reelecting 
tbe  virtue  of  the  good  people  inhabiting  the  cottage,  though  k« 
could  not; exactly  conjecture  in  what  particular  mode  it  was 
destined  to  be  exercised  in  respect  to  himself.  His  precaiutiouf^ 
however*  were  so  taken  as  measurably  to  prefiAre  him. lor  anjr 
of  the  peculiar  processes  of  Master  Blodgit.  Sfarp^  had  th« 
latter  disappeared  with  his  light  into  the  cottage,  than  our  huato 
proceeded  to  his  preparations. 

The  first  step  was  to  put  his  good  steed  into  harness.  Nimr 
rod  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  performanee>  but  be  way 
docile;  and  only  showed  his  dissatisfiaction  by  ajuore  jcapid 
demonstration  upon  the  ears  of  com  atfU  remaining  immunch^ 
in  the  trough.  He  sought  thus  to  provide  againat  the  ne^essij^ 
of  soon  departing,  from  pleasant  pastures  ;r— a  leason  of  fore 
thought  which  the  war-horse  and  soldier  aaquire  with  suigu)^ 
and  equal  aptitude ;  aBd«  while  his  master  clapped  oi^^^dtie- 
cloth  and  saddle*  he  buried  his  head  deep  in  the  trough,  wijtb  a 
dogged  resolution  to  keep  it  there  just  as  lo|)g  -^  as  he  w.fs  j^- 
mitted.  He  did  not  exactly  anticipate  the  sort  of  duty  he  .waff 
to  perform,  or  the  burden  he  was  to  carry ;  but  he  had  old  ex- 
periences of  the  rough  usages  of  war ;  and  he  was  one  oi^  thoaa 
philosophical  horses  that  always  prepare  for  the  wocst».aii4 
meekly  resign  themselves  to  what  they  can  not  resist  — Kot 
that  he  was  a  beast  wanting  in  spirit  1  See  him  on  a  charge, 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  his  blood.  But  your  gener- 
^  ous  bloods  are  always  most  gentle ;  and  docility  is  one  of  the 
best  proofs  of  the  longest-Uved  courage,  whether  in  man  a* 
beast 

Sinclair  patted  Nimrod's  shoulders  affectionately,  and  left  hmi 
saddled  and  bridled,  but  unbitted,  still  muAebing<:ifiith  l^e«^  io 
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the  trough.  The  trooper  next  went  eboye,  and  brongfat  down 
from  the  loA  the  seek  of  powder,  the  mnBkete  and  bullets,  which 
Kodgk  had  stored  away.  The  perfoiinaBcet  carried  on  entirely 
in  the  daric,  was  aecessarily  a  somewhat  slow  one :  bnt  Bmclab 
knew  the  predncts  well;  and*  being  ofnaDj  cool  and  prompt^ 
he  contrhred  to  do  the  wcnh  in  the  least  poss&le  period  of  time. 
The  powder,  alone,  did  he  strap  npon  the  steed.  The  mediLets 
$md  ballets  he  carried  jfiorth-^nsuig  his  pass-key  to  emerge 
ftom  the  stable-^  into  the  contigBons  woods,  soMe  two  hnndred 
7«rds  irom  the  staUe,  where  he  hid  «hem  in  the  heUow  of  a 
tree$^-*lh€  route  to  whiek  he  pnrsned  with  litde  difficult «-^ 
Hfce-  one  aceustomed^^dB  sptte  oi  the  darkness  which  hnng 
bearfly  <rrer' the  sdeiie*  A  fhw  handfok  of  the  bullets^  alone, 
ttd'he  sliDg  npen  the  ompper  of  his  horse. 

'«Wh«t  with  arf  weight,  Nhn,*"  qnetk  hov  addressing  hid 
steed — ''a  ronnd  Imndred  and  fifty  at  least-*- this  goodly  polich 
of  guineas,  some  twenty  wei^t  of  powderv  and  a  few  ponods 
of  ball^yott  harre  something  to  carry  besides  yenr  prcviender* 
cid  AiHawl— hot  two  Monro  wiU  soffice— *twe  hevre." 

And  be  stroked  the  mane  of  the  beast  affectionately,  sKfped 
the  hriffle  ovwhisneeki  now  bitted  hhn»  and  satisfied  himself 
hy  a  nice  qramaattsn,  dwt  his  preparations  wisre  all  complete. 
TMi  done,  he  stole  forth  once  more  fimn  the  stable,  and  took 
his  oomrse  towaid  IJbe  dwelling  of  Blodgit  and  his  dam.  AM 
scnuad^  he  quiet  in  diat  qnastsr,  and,  whetfier  it  was  that 
nodgit  had  concealed  his  light,  or  estingnished  it,  no  gl^am 
was  appaiient  throngh  the  crsrices  of  Ae  cabin.  Satisfied  now 
Ant  he  nigfat  faring  e«t  his  horse  in  safely^Sinelahr  retomed 
tw  tim  stable  and  did  so. 

'  Tlie  beast  offered  ne  ob|eotions>  and  did  not  ev^n  exhibit  the 
rehuitaace  which  we  are  Tciy  s«fe  he  feH.  His  master  did  not 
VDvnt,  bi|t  led  the  animal,  with  shortened  rein*  aronnd  the  sta* 
hiey  thoa  struck  for  the  weodaabore^by  a^contse  whidi  earned 
him;  as  fisr  as  possible  from  die  hoese.  SKs  oljec^  ilma  to  gain 
the  road  without  alarming  die  senses  of  the  overseerk 

He  had  proceeded,  hi  this  cautions  manneiV  about  a  hundred 
ywds,  wheal  ho  &nded  that  he  heard  a  ciy,  and  a  sound  of 
Toices,  brought  up  by  the  night  wind. 

He  paused  to  listen.    The  rain  had  ceased  to  fhU,  the  wwd 
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WM  fratheaingt  m  hw  9lmg  begatn  to  peopoMt^  throa|(h  ^Mrtniti 
reiitB>  hera  a&a  thei«,  in  the  '^UMdKet  •£  the  daA»''  atocliiktt 
prospect  wes  that  of  a  dew  meaiiiiig.  .Still»  ih»  HMoq^heM 
wttB  sdficiently  damp  to  tern  •  g o6d  aMdimii  £n  Mb^  tsMiA* 
BiiMien  of  iouhd^  and  th*  risiiig  biiMBe-fiivared.tile  tmnvfi^mmm 
The  caries  weveiidpexted  9  tad;  SihifadriMM  newiMMfittlthttl 
Aey  iseaed  Ironi  famnaii  throstle 

He  hnr#i0d  his^fteei  bnwac4,«dlLkaaiiigrhiiii»taaAa.ho  hud 
ineretMNl th^ «pW0e  betvFeen  hiamtf  «^  iBodgH'toiiif^aa.tft 
iomethr^'limidrad  jriodfe*  thefts  hidbig  ihe  ftnimd  ooA  Aiek 
hit  df  wood,  not  mbm  th«l  My-  ^dbdi  A^ofti  the  i9ddsid^».h0 
coolly  eoek  hb^ifsy  baek  >  alone  k^fwaB^-^heeoltagB^  to  vUbdl 
the  mmidft  eontktned  lb  iqipib»clt  fromr  hehyw«  ,  l^ey  pmred 
to  be  the  shouts  of  mw^  dioiiVtlefle  bdf  ^dtonk^  wh«^  as  they 
rodet  iMehi4d  affi  ydM  l%eiiiid9«^«id  the  hMvyMObp-of 
tfaehr  hoyses  eonld  he  heard  nnnglbif  tritii  thAir  cnee. 

The  qitLkki  inteHigefitinind  of  giwriair  nad%*  oemeeyedjlle 
appvoaehittg  partieB  to  'behmg  it  that  §mi^  ^  idKrajIfly  no 
doubt,  outlawed  peivens,  of  ifkam  good  Mr»  Bledgit  h^d^Hitwft* 
tingly  revealed  iier  son^sioiowledge ;  andihe  inajar  ef  4rii9^ns 
sUently  congnMalaUcNl  himsdlf  on  having^  so  seaseMh^  lioA  tte 
ftahle.  Bat  he  didiiiot;fMPdwB>  eo^ow^p  the  aeoaMt^-otfiiaine^ 
diate  #iglit  On  tie  jesntrary ,  it  hecane  m  go^  aoUieriy  polSeyt 
jtiit  at  tUs  juti<Aiire/tD  sde!  Tvdio-  theee  i^offte  itteiew  fie:velM 
.  Uff  his  eecantf  km  lis  mm  pBee«itiem^  -^  on  the  'Aci  thai^  he 
eoidft  tt«t  be  'ttfholred  idnrmg  ^die'dnkiieeiiaBd  widiso-iiiaA 
water  en  tiie  grondd.  Bedides^  hot  beikig  snppesed  by  Sk>df^ 
to  have  left  (he  itahK  he  held  a  p6sitibit»#  gp^viatdJag^  whidh 
made  large  odds  in  his  favor,  in  the  event  of -tiiaft-wetftby  <ierigB 
faig  Any  evil  againirt  hint.  Aeeovdtng^yheetothmed  tepreei  on 
toward  the  eottage,  keeping  hie  persov*  cofeiMr  wheiwrar  lie 
oo«ld»  by  the  treee"  *of  oadi  of  winch  he  eeeamd  topossMS'aa 
ti>dii4diiia  knorwledge.  He  ^aatty  awde  hie  m^  m  aktely'to 
the  cahiathift  a  few  gteps,^  «iiy  aioinent^  weold  Mi%  Mm  ^ 
any  quarter  <cf  it.  / 

ft  Wis  jmt  at  tMf  momcot^tha*  Pel)e'Bled^piMniri%%eri^ 
«p  hlV'eou»age  to  theistrikiiig,  or  w^er  to  the  stlchfaig.peuU, 
under  the  counsels  of  his  viftttoui  da«i,  was  -pM^arag  to.|^ 
A»rA,i»ktole  a*  girdle  add  knlfc  in  Hand,ift  AeidhnBtiQvi  eflthe 
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itabl^  "Biti  PMie'ff  enrage  Wia«  Mt  of  :4  v^ry  ««4uli  quflfty. 
HehttdtMelMddtii^AooT  of  hk  wigvitnt,  and  opened  ii,  wbeitf 
fai8  eai«  were  Mfarted  by  tbe  dutait  skoutisge  wfaicli  h«A 
•tablet  Shiolafir. 

«'Wtiat  em  Hiat  bel'^  he  nutteved*  iiQdMtiTdy  r^omxMg 
Ae  door.  Another  shout,  moreJitUaotf 'shbined  the  criee  to  be 
approaching. 

^  II'r^Hi^-fire  Dkk,'  by  the  pipei«^  m*  I  reckon  he^e  gel 
81dti4h4^atpeiit  and  YAof$r  fmiAn^  along'  irlth  bua^^ 

T%e  Aenta  ttew  readhed  biS'  tnother^s  ears. 

'^  Pete  I  Petel"  she  cried,  ''thto^^s  yiott  felloii%,  sow,  ana 
ftcfy^  jMt  coffikt  in  Due  te  tp^  yotir  spert  May  4he  devil 
tale  ^em  irbo  sent  '^eia  V* 

"1^0  BjSh  il;!;^iM$,  kidK^)  Tbey^re  <^Mne  te  helpf  I 
reckon  %iBie  dinc^  koln't  gil  otf  ArOm^the  gripe' o^HeB^ftlje 
Dick." 

tbe  eowcrdfy  heart  of  Pe^  Blodgit,  whM  had  begon  to 
AMk  Ahready  at  tbe  thought  of  IJbei  ettcottiter  be^  might  bat« 
with  Skichdr;  sl^^teil  to  hint  an  idliknee'wkli  the  mffian  bli 
had  named,  for  ibe  bettei^'  ^ecntion  of-  Ae  tbsk  whfich  -be  hifli* 
self  feared  to  perform,  Batrtlrie  €blpatwider  avarice  of  the  old 
woman  conceived;  in  a  flloflseiit,  aS  tiie  dangers  of  such  an 
alliance. 

**  Yon're  a  bom  fool.  Fete  Blodgit,  ef  ever  there  was  one  1 
and^Wien  'tieM^re  Di^k'  settlea  wiAi  WtiiKe  ttkudnn  who's 
gnine io  faiake  HelMre  tMck^setlie  wfdi  y^ni  Da  3^)nTCekon 
on  bim  givfeg  np  any  of  ifae  gonld  to  yon,  ef  'to  be  ber-doei  all 
the-wofkf* 

<<Bnt  I  ain't  gnine  to  let  hint  do  aA(  m  gH  Mn  td^ belp 
me,  itod  TQ'lat  him  harve  a  fthare.*^ 

^  What  s<^rt  Kfihme  wiU  be  giiref  yon  t  Jl  gukiea  ^t  of  tba 
hnndi^f  N^  f  no  I  Pete  t-^ynn  don't  want  vo  b^  ih  «dtte  « 
sleeping  man !  Snake  it  yourself,  Pet^;  and^den't  aic-lor< any 
h^:  DbnH  let  Hdl-ftre  Dk4'  and  tfas  other  fbltows  1mioW>  that 
WiRhfl^lndair  Is  heVe.  Git  %m  off  as  soon  as  yon  kii,  nod  then 
tSo  it  n!l%y  y^tti^sdf;  0ive  ^m  ^e  4n&r  thm  tbay'fnn.  eeniii% 
after;  £r\r  I  know  you've  got  a  kag,  though  you  did  sweaorie 
tlw majot'that  yon  hadik'e.a  drop  ■  ■  > 

«  Aml'I  badnl  j^  *lw/" 
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<*  Bight  -enov^  I  He  warn't  the  perMm  to  be  told  what  yon 
bed.  Let  theoe  oha^is  he^'  the  liqaor»  and  saj  nothipf  about 
die  co0t ;  and  ax  'em  for  no  Bionej,  and  hide  Uie  eards  out  o' 
aight,  and  don't  offer  to  play ;  but  jist  jou  git  'em  off  aa  soon 
as  JOU  kin,  and  hnnry  to  the  buaineae  by  your  one  self.  ^  you 
lun  git  your  awa  heart  strok^  iat  it,  Pete,  the  work  ia  easy 
enough.  But  you're  so  mean-sperited.  You've  no  more  heart 
Ar.  anythiiigi  than  a  posssun.  Oh  1  ef  I  was  a  mas  1 — or  ef  I 
wasn't  jist  tbe  same  as  tied  dewm  to  the  Aow  by  duaeusBed 
rheumatiz,  I'd  never  let  one  of  them,  gonld  guiiieaa  ^  out  of 
Aat  fodder  loft,  'eepft  with  my  con^mting^" 

The  fAoiitlng  visiters  weseo^w  at  the  eutvtmce.  Tbevirtuoim 
eouple  were  silent,  waiting  the  summons  for  admissioii.  Three 
^  fomt  horses  galloped  heavify  up,  tf>  the  wigwam*  and  with 
about,  mi  wl^oop,  end  yell*  aad  baUoo,  QeU*4re  Di^ek  amote 
«pon  the  door. 

<<HeUe,  in  thaf,  Pete  Bh>dgiti     Up  with  you.  my  yaller 
ebidken,  i»id  let's  aee  ef  .  you've  got  over  tbe  pip  y it  1   Opea  to 
the  skyHM^aperit  avd'  the  benneing  wild  cats;  aiid  hear  'em 
seream to beai all natav !    Whool  whool  whool  whool — 
^  W«  are  tbe  lads  V  Hw  maviing; 

I1hatare.of  bytliapii^o'.dej;-^    . 
And  we  never  take  any  warning 
To  be  ul(  when  the  work  is  pUy." 

'*  We  are  the  beautiful  afamers  of  sal?a|ioii,  aad.  don't  care  tog 
die  man  that  prays.  Let's  in,  Pete  I  Opeut  little  fellow^  or 
well  wakt  your  dapboards^yl  'Twon't  tak#  much  to  give 
your  cabin  a  slant  I  What  'say,  boys — won't  a  back-and-^rmd^ 
of  the  naga  do  itt    Whoo  I  whpo  I  epepi»  I  s^r !" 

And  bang,  bang,  upon  the  door,  went  tbe  repealed  blows 
from  whip  and  Uudgeon;  a  perfect  storu^^orus  of  shout  end 
aong^  and  oath  and  "  hellaballoo,"  echoing  the  gUb  speech  of 
thefieiry  leader  of  the  gavg. 

«*HeU<^  mt  tharf  Wbat'a  the  miaehfef!  WhQ'#  to  coiDe 
mf*  was  the  vei^mue^ Pete  ftem  tbe  hoi^tfe,  qi^dsMdvawfim^- 
ly»  with  s«r«ralyMms  be^weeuvM  if  be  haid.beeii  roused  from 
deefi 

"  Open  to  the  devil  and  all  his  inips  V*  was  the  yell.  **  He's 
come  a'ter  you  at  last  1    You*ve  had  a  hooey  tirnn*  iig[.  chick- 
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en!  Time's  np!  Hert^  .«e  8«i,  liidL  Negit^ffiMnr.  Hell's 
hi^l  Dra'tkeq^ymnralMkeriraitiiigl  Ofea^Isajl  Whool 
wfaoo!  niioopl    H«rab<fer^ddB«r«yr 

And Fbleims &in to  tuicU^the  door  mshort  order,  to  save  it 
from  the  blows  irhidi  tbtmderod  mpon  it*  and  threstenedto  driye 
it  fnatk  lK>lt  and  biiig!Os»  Searo^ly  had  the  yalves  parted^  Blod- 
git  showing  himself  aife  the  enlranoe^  when  his  shoulders  were 
sainted  with  a  smart  stroke  of  HeU-'fire.  Dick^M  whipi  laid  on  with 
nnetien*  Once,^  tvidOt.  thrice  I 

''l^a  deyfl  smacks  sweieland  close»  Han^  Pete,"  cried  the 
deqperado^  asihe  flwag  Utesetf  cecUesslj  feom  his  horpe  into  the 
hiA|  MviBB.oBce  heciiiDg  the  angqr  cij  which  Blodgit  gare* 
under  his  sharp  infliction.  Three  other  fellows  followed  the. 
exan^le  afiheui  leader;  darling  m  witk  shoot  and  acieani»  and 
flinging  their  bridles  to  thor  Tktim. 

**  Hitch  'em,  Pete ;  ov,  bet^  take  'em  to.the  stable,  and  fling 
'em  down  sdme  fodder.  We'll  make  a  short  iqght  of  it  with  jovu 
9itch  'en^first  to  a  swin^wg  Ihnb,  and  let's  have  wme  Jamaica 
to  take  die  taste  of  thin  alMred  .rai^wi^ier  out;  of  our  skins. 
Be  spry  now,  my  chicken,  and  don't  keep  a  gentleman  devil 
a^waiting  on  your  tampin  mettons/' 

The  old  wonaa  groaned  alond  from  within — g^oan^  to^ 
maUMhem  hear. 

**  What  the  biases  does  the  old  woman  grunt  about !  Hello. 
iu  duur»  mammy !  what'f  the  trouble,  in  your,  i^trails,  that  yon 
grrei  out  sotremeBjus  r 

^Trouble  eaoughr  you  rapscal^ons,  when  a^ph  tear-devils 
aa  yen  eomes  about  one's  bouse.  I  wish  you  was  all  in  the  bot- 
tom of  tiie  iofacsial  pit  whene  you're  bound  for.  -  Git  along  with 
you  noWy  and  leave  a  poor  sick  body  in  peaces  won't  youY 
Thar's  no  rum  hexe»  I  tell  you;  thar's  nothii^  b^re  to  make 
you  stay.*' 

*'£n'  I'd  like  to  see  what  tiiere  is  to  make  us  go/"  growled 
back  one  of  the  niffians,  whom  they  knew  by  the  nom  de  guerre 
of  "  Skin-the-Serpent."— "  Shet  up,  most  respectable  old  lady, 
and  no  matter  what  you  do,  don't  forgit  to  go  decent  A  civU 
tongue  in  your  head  will  be  all  the  better  of  a  sick  woman.  As 
for  no  ru¥B,  we'll  set  that  P^te  Blodgit  looks  jest  where  he 
knowatoflnditl': 
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"fif  he  d(yt't,  W^  find  blm  w«tJMg!^ 

**Ye8,  indeed^  €kttd What* irffl  lie ^mtfcenl  V«*»«w<*ti4tk 
or  two,  old  lady,  to  6owicri  yttm  Mn  iirtt^  a  jtandi^mi,  awi 
make  the  red  liqndr  r«n  from  butt-  an  ftM  aa  ^wntm  fnom  ttie 
c!ond.  Ho !  Pete,  g^  aiioth«t«  eandle  heirci.  fFfaar^t mo* aaeing 
hoir  beaotifbl  yon  ak^  bjr  thl^  ettased  spitting  dap.  Whmtup ! 
Hofis,  be  Dpry  ef  you  ir^Mn^t  het*  atvotlfet  ^darrfl^  amadL  jest 
on  thealK^nlderfl  -^har'it'S'alreiKljr  thwf^^ 

Blodgit  obeyed  in  all  things  like  a  be«ten  4>oclid.  He<kiia«r 
his  ma$t<jr8  Hie^^'knew their  sla^.  "TlMyidM)^ hh^KUier 
and  thtVher;'findii^^bki)  t^aseiesff  empte^oMnrt,  wmtibAiBfiwmtB 
ftny-enga^  tfpon  tlie  riita,.whkdiv  bj^  tUatiMM^belHiipfltNi* 
ded  ttptm  the  thWe'. 

ArtMi^iftifi^  ea<Af  M^li  te(^  k\»  phM>  Ti».et^'lbniied 
their  only  drinking  vessels.  Tire  rottt  was  acarc^  luia^tiil 
n^itb  water;  da^«<$'(M»ly,  as  M  Vei«,  ap»k>g«ti6aUnp.  T-he  two 
t^ow-candle»;  wMeh  stt»okisd  and  8pfcte>  tmtiber' 4liaiii  teaned 
tkjjon  the  board,  enable  m  •Mkftcitatly' to^  anrveyi  the  'g^^f'9 
whidi  betted  Hghtff  liti^lft  only  haif>e  i^owi^  to  te  to^  hUUniw 
fbf  fnspecti*)n.  *  •    .*..i:  -; 

*<  Hell-fire  Dick" — he  had  lost  tiM  pr^pfietoTabip«f  avy  mar* 
Christian  name'^^presid^ ;  kvs  visage,  seilcredaMd  aatrage^Mly 
justifying  the  title  which  he  bore.  His  eyes-waf^gt^^tfhtedr 
rblling.  owMfke,  9^  a  broad  but 'degraded  forehead;  TMUaek 
hair  <;atne'd6i^  o^isr  c^^ks  and  ncick^ift^otn  tottgti» 
some  horrid  scars.  His  lips  had  been  split  by  atr^ke^oi 
His  tee%  projected,  t^ry  white,  like  <6n<&raioda  apadeai^  They 
t^ere  his  prfde;  and'  he  daiined  to  be  da  poweiM  fs-tbe  grips 
of  his  jaw,  as  in  that  of  the  fist.  Se'was  b  MM««bd  ^Wartlq^ 
giant — shbrt,'tlr{^,-#itb  bnll<^g  figure  andfigure^eiMi'>^aB4 
a  neck,  as  he  Wtnself  was  apt  to  boasts  quite  too  short  ftpr  a 
rope.  Yet,  the  monster  wore  a  signet-ring— whence  got. 
Heaven  knows,  garnished  with  skuR  and  erOS^bones  fbr  orest. 
It  became  his  deeds.  He  was  one  of  those  scoundrel^piratea  of 
the  land — like  the  pirates  of  the  sea,  in  a  previous  century-^ 
who  exulted  only  in  the  terrors  they  inspired.  He  was  a  neto* 
rious  outlaw,  one  of  theffew  surviving  SeopbiliteS'— «  bitedMt 
idiieh,  at  the  opening  of  the  revokitionary  diacdntttdta  itf  Oato* 
Una,  had  carried  crime  and  terror  to  many  a  tltppy-koadwlaad. 
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i»ol>*OT  Xlm  tmri^  ial9rapiT[jlwiBi4».#ii0k  ia  seMCOff  of  civile 
wmr  Tlie  &NI  we  btfiv  iof  J^ftl-  4fiJb:«9r»-^iilterv»Hl  ''  Hell* 
fii»  IK0k"^^WA9  w  Il^ri^ai.  Qe  piu»ed  ib^ee  Arougb 
G^i;giar  (^  Cwfi^m-ir^'nmi  dviv^eft  out  <««  ftn  tiKptlaw-^ sought 
re£ige  agaia  in  Fiotidft*  (aia4  vetocned  itO'C«eoluui,afi  a  loving 
bi]rAliflit»^  fl#o»r  m  tke  Stifiah  ^tfm«  1m4  ^^Hitad- the  aneeiH 
deiio]^>itt  Ibiit  )^<m«(e.    ;      . 

«r''^ThfiTmileiv''md  «^  J«t  Beati"  wtrntbe  Ibr06.)sm|^w«9, 
off  £U{^ar»  Dkfc."  Tibey  m^f»iUMMkttire«.of  Ae*  j«i»e  ki4ow> 
thangbrof  JMhUot  iikiili  «i  nuMls.  Th«j  tie¥V  rey6i«f9d  to(|(^ 
low  whMO  XHck  Mi..but  I;be(^.«rera9^  itb^  pwMHts  t^.Jeii4 
iA]bteini8  4«i>b0f(MmL  JBiiU,6iiri^iadb(l4e^#9eii«199f« 
to-lbeiv;«A»liiM«  ^  anff*  tbat>  ^^«f»  be  l^fft  to  tbe  fir«fe«aiUy,  e«ch 
Af  tbem  iToiMmt'b*  ^M«eMiad  of  tbe  neefliiai^ 
OB-ib»Mtor|^ri^B(^  bwnfnie  biL  wbi^b  tb^y  cwoi^wly  ei^fiy^ed 
•<-HDftt  to  A^  mmA^f  bttt  A^  glitbec  apoik  fi»m.tb^«Awbo.dA4» 
was  tbek  viooa^lftoa^  Tbey.  woito  tbe  v«U^uie»  in  tb«  ^ad(  o€ 
asMe»r-tbA.ia(k^  iit  the  ^mloe  of  the  lion!  7bl^  iv«re 
quite  free  to  fight,  nei^^eKtbeleapti  b«tt  nevoir  fft>f  <9HMre  ftwt ' 
TbobfrwiMfi  tt49tiibl7><»ool  <$aIo\|l9tto:i  ^  ^bat. w^«  f#  oope^of 
it>.  bcCwo  4bejr  oroaaaA  ^teeb  4r  lifted  ri^a..  'Nefr»  «e  magr  iMyv 
ftbaiiTp«rpoie«  in-tbo  ti4t  ^  Pete  JBWsi^was  a.^k^^^s  loaae^m^ 
ilo  iMifci  tnwftli  MeaCkT  aj^,  boi^b  «»  abPiM^  iMIVtytbe  bonrai^ 
wo»biwg Hdioii!  'I^bcortrteio^Jl^iKt  this  w>iMAti:bi  tbeir^Qieflt 
«iBiiiU»i)tei0)»i  Ji^we^itig  ]Pe|0»£lo^V#vigWMb^y.«iitieiH 
ftiad  oMibiniilfM^  Ai^.m  »i^  Of  dobMaboiQri  tib^  woitby 

¥f  nrUhiboa: pMJMi  <i«iifi|^|iiatT4|p9Ulfpi)M  w^bi^Aeeiit  naii,.ii» 
4Em9f  1  variaw)  l^relty  Uitl#  i|iiirM<kKea>  ^r  debafudung  the^  tvoQp^ 
of  boUi  armies,  and  plucking  what  pigeons,  of  either  sidie,  be 
oeiold  sifUy  nMage^  He  oeiitidve4  to  geisi^Hes  of  mm  imd 
«iga«< — \miSfSA  DecmiofwJ1y'^jEri»m.  Obaadoston^  by  the  bfMd# 
'of  Ooopor-dvoitf)  attd  b^A  oertam  einnely  asioeiates.  ia  the  gprri* 
son,  wb»  wdre^'witfaevit  openly  discreditlog,  the  Britiftb  ep«a- 
leltai  ;  , 

ffiwOifivMiieyiDdiaMgra^  <tfi8cem#rel%«*  bia0a4ei  thrgngb 
fct  ■wiimiiiol  ihtr.;5dbiM>.  H»«hiid«tttmipMfTiMikf<QwIe^o»fC 
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ttll  of  them.  They  had  become  ndtoriotui  enemgh,  along  tke  Satt*- 
tee  and  Edisto,  for  the  worst  ortmeo  In  the  ealetidar;  and  had 
been  outlawed,  imder  rarioas  names,  by  both  Marion  and  Qmor' 
ter .  These  partisans  had  posted  them  along  die  wajstde,  upon 
blazes  of  the  trees,  aothorizing  all  good  citisens  to  arrest,  and 
bring  them  to  camp  as  M<mBt  and  to  put  them  to  death  if  they 
resisted.  While  the  annieali^  bdow,  and  were  in  ftiroe  akng 
the  regions  named,  these  obscene  birds  kept  dose  in  aandxy 
hiding-places.  The  swaootp'  gave  them  a  reAige  ^piHo' aa  aeeare 
as  it  afforded  to  the  patriots.  The  divefsion,  to  the  apper 
caantry,  of  the  fox^oes  <fi  the  patriots  and  BriiiBh#had  givan  the 
onflaws  temporary  freedom.  They  were  now  maftang  fbU  use 
of  their  brief  inminnity,  iand  had  already  shown  them* 
selves  in  varloas  places,  which  were  by 'no-meson  puspared  for 
them,  enacting  crime,  and  inspiring  terror,  wher^  t^y  eaa»e. 
The  traveller  butchered  by  day,  ^e  teiahe^ise  firM  by  night  • 
-^these  deeds  snddenly  shocked  and  terrified  the  q^et  {m* 
elncts,  which;  in  the  diversion  of  Hie  war  from  the  lower  to  the 
upper  country,  had  forgotten  some  of  their  pteoaatlona 

The  sterner  passions  of  Wfflie  Sinclair  grew  fo4rMiy  ar^oaed 
as  he  looked  iki  npon  the  Savi^*  gronp. 

'<  Wcrnid  to  Gk>d  I  had  bnt  half  a  doaen  of  niy  tro^e<»  here 
at  this  momefttt*'  was  his  solSoqny,  mntteted  ifaron|^  Us 
clenched  teeth.  ^  How  freely  would  I  deliver  every  uother^a 
son  of  them  to  the  swinging  limb !  It  ia  well  that  i  moved  aa 
jiromptly.  In 'tiiat  stable^loft,  they  wocddliave fifed  it  ctntr ny 
head  rather  than  snffiBr  my  escape.  I  -eonid  'have  ^abiua  one  or 
more  of  tihem  no  donbt  Bnt  I  meat  have  'periAed****>b>uaed 
alive  or  butchered— »lw  I  Mdlied  ftfrtit  1%iMk  CM,  we  Irnn 
the  open  woods  for  it  if  theireSs  to  h%  angr  trettfaie;  imd  I  have 
the  ti»ick  of  them!  Bnt  somediing  maybe  do«e  to  iaoreaae 
my  securities." 

Thus  saying,  the.  mi^or  ai  dragoons,  as  if  eonfirmed  in  a  pre- 
viously^meditated  purpose,  moved  confidently  revnd  to  tiie 
front  of  the  cottage,  and  made  his  way  to  the  tree,  to  the 
branches  of  which  Pete  Blodgit  had  fuAened  the  heraes  of  the 
outlaws.  Here  he  drew  from  his  belt  a  large  and  sharp  knifo. 
With  which  he  smote  off  one  dt  the  atitTiq[iB  fromeadi  saddle. 
He  then  dipped  the  bridle  of  eaish  steed,  asl  settbei 
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free,  taking  the  bridleB  off  with  him  to  a  thick  patch  of  brush 
and  briers,  into  which  he  thmst  them  all,  completely  out  of 
sight. 

"They'll  haye  work  to  pick  np  the  horses,  and  something 
more  to  follow  with  fleet  spur.  That  they  will  tvy  to  pnrsne,  I 
nothing  question.  This  rascal,  Blodgit,  will  rereal  all.  He 
will  desire  their  help,  fnd,  tp  procrir^  it,  will  report  the  gold  in 
my  possession.  The  femptition  w^l  bfe  too  great  for  them  to 
resist.  They  are  now  sufficiently,  audacious,  and  have  no  no- 
tion that  we  have  any  troop  below.  8till  less  do  they  dream 
flf  my  own  squvdri^n  ipon  tti^'SwIee,  a«d  of  tbft  tfodfi-of 
Peyre  St  Juliem  «t  LciMaek.  Weie  my  own  biiys  hut  ftr^ 
miles  nearer;  bat  Ih^  will  =  sareiy  be  at  Ibe  SalKWiy  by  inaon 
to-morrow.*  Let  them  pmrsoe,  the  soouBdrelsl— ^hajf  6an't 
wdl  get  ahead  «f  me,  unless  thedeyQ  helps  theto;  add  I  o$m 
maintain  the  Barony  againat  so  sknall  a  piurty  vnifl  help  shall 
ai-rive.** 

From  brief  muttered  soliloquies  like  these,  we  may  gatbev 
the  eeaedtial  chieB  to  the  felati—s  of  the  seveial  parties  Sin- 
thAt  moved  awliy  as  he  spakctgave  one  mere  look  at>  the  ouV 
laws  at  their  earoiinds*  tiien  spad  off^wlth  steps  at  once  §nA 
and  caatiousv  ib  the  spot  where,  he  had  fattened  his  hotse; 
Hounti^gf  he  tmed  tlie  heast  out  of  the  woods  iaita  the  wmim. 
road;  leailhig'  upward,  and  wvnt  Imrward  at  a  maderate  tMt,  as 
ff  aiiapptolieB(Siv»  of  tte  dogs  of  daageif.aibii  h^ebb. 

He-h^deldtulaiedthechaneeafkidy.  Hewas  not  a  moiMal 
t  "o  soon  upOB^  Ae  <oad. 
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<  **VnJt  pieteft,  Btte,*^  wkh  HeH-ftre  Diok^  as  he  emptM  hk 
«ai]^  <tf  Jatt^ioa,  and  handed' the  veaM^.to  ona  of  hia  eo»paii« 
km  fot  a  fresh  Supply.    <^Brai^  ant  the  pkiten^* 

«<  What«-ah  r  iras  the  hasitalsif  ananrer  of  Blodgk^  idiow- 
lft|g  do  diapoahimi  te  dhej,  yet  noipi-^paied  to  ad(^  the  plan 
^beld  dettka  whkh  his  tnother^ad  eouselled. 

"  Well,  what  the are  you  gaping  about  f    The  eaida,  1 

**AnA  I  any  no  playiktg  oarda  have  l»«^lrtr  etied  tka  old 
wmnao,  ftom  withm,  ** Qth  y^u  aff no^,  all  of  yoa»>aiid  dati't 
beke^rang  a  poor  siak  womiliL a  sufferingthe  want'^Nf «leep  be* 
kfriseof  alch  eompakiyaa  yatu  Vi  thank  you  all  ta  btf  aridh^ 
and  not  be  nakkig  a  akk  wonan  aiakev  by  yenr  nelsev'' 

"Whafs  that  hotriing  n  tibera^Petar  said  HeUMva  Diek, 
tinming  savagiriy  Wffon  iAet  evei^eerw  f*lkh aay  wild  aianal  V 
ir^it^onlfthvaldHromaak  8ke^aughtyaiolUl4elIy«B,4iid 
sore  with  the  rheumatiz,  and  all  sorts  of  BiifierH%a/'  ;• 

*' That's  good  reason  why  she  shouldn't  be  sore  upon  the 
tongue.  Shut  up,  old  woman,  unless  you'd  wear  a  snaffle  fbr 
the  rest  of  your  life,  and  not  wear  it  too  long  at  that.  IVe  got 
a  mighty  good  way  of  curing  a  sore  tongue.  We  tried  it  first 
on  that  old  hag,  mother  Gklzer.  We  routed  up  her  rogue  of  a 
husband,  one  night,  and  haltered  him  to  the  bedpost  while  we 
looked  into  his  consams.  The  old  hag,  his  wife,  kept  up  the 
fire  so  hot,  that  '  Skin-the-Sarpent'  gin  her  a  tap  that  sent 
her  into  the  fireplace.  But  she  scrambled  out,  half  biasing  and 
fidl  of  ashes,  and  never  seemed  to  mind  the  burn  at  ail ;  her 
tongue  going  worse  than  ever.  *  Sarpent'  wanted  to  cot  het 
'^ngue  out ;  but  I  showed  him  how  the  thing  was  to  be  done. 


bitch  back  of  tbe  ears,  made  of  deers'  sinewy  wulAb  as  gooi  m 
loer^aaev^r  took  tke  keql  of  a  tnmlileaomB  ooHl  Ske  a*^M>8t 
gBMBd  thBongli  taogw  a|id  Bniffis  b^lik,  bok  i*«te<ML:  and  it's 
smymm§  htxw  ^at  ihe  ««i,«ft«r  tfu^^  Let-  yvu  naounj 
bear  tbat  history,  Pete,  and  ske'tt  mmf  b*  gnw  move  teaiible 
tkan  ta  p&i  id^  nrkiBD  iaem^m  npm  bnnnes*  wMb  one  niodier.'' 

I«  did  tot  need  Hud  Peto  skonld  repeat  tke  birtory.  Sie 
aMiaUe  metber  bad  heard  every  syllable.  B«t  tbe  £ale  e£ 
Itaedier  O^ker  did  boI  diBc«prage  her  long^  in  its  habitual 
exercise ;  particularly  when  she  tkoug)^  6f  Abe  nifht  rapidly 
escaping,  and  the  ch||JEu»ef  of  WilUa  Sittflair'i  gfrttiag  off  safely 
with  the  hundred  goimeae^ 

**  I  ain't  afeared  6(  yottr  bitch,  y<m  oftm^nttered  rascal ;  only 
jou  try  it  on  me,  and  ef  yon  never  bad  tiie  taste  of  a  raw  knife 
a  jrenv  witol*  befeie,  yon'tt  ba*e  it  tiiea.  Ef  Pet*  BM^t 
wmaa^t  Ike  ladit  sminypenrited  £b11ov  ki  tkle  world,  ke'd  never 
stand  thaif  and  1^  any  beasi  en  two  legs  say  imperdent  thnigs 
to  bis  poor  old.  mothfior  wkttk'a  got  the  rbeninalia.  Ob  I  ef  I 
%as:iMdy  able  to  lift  a  leg^  yen  woslda't  be  heving  sidi  earry- 
idgSiOii  in  any  hovas  wbar  I  i«m  tbe  tniiltressr  Hevei  Pete*-* 
Pete  Blodgit,  I  say — come  in  here  to  me  1" 
.  '-imdJl  asy^  Pete  SMgit^''  awvered  Hblkflre  Diek,  ''do 
jwftStajrbere  witltafi;  and  I  8ay,^get  onttbapiotarSlMreviB 
dMdbk  qtiick  tHM^  if  yen  wonMn't  have  sieb  •  spnf  hi  your  fe» 
diciloiie  nb^aawill^aialDeyoittknik  a  tboansBJi  wild  cats  was 
a  travelling  tkieagb  .yon/' 

^AjAselMgei  kelieinBg*  Bete,^'  aaed  Skan-the^Serpent^  taking 
tbci  itissseii  by.tfce  mmp^  sf  the  :naok,  and  spisoaiiig. biBiiioand 
the  floor  like  a  tee-to-tom.  "Thar !"  continued  tbe  fellow^  "de 
jro|i  ottdevstand  nofr  that  wb  want  "thai  pietarft^f .  . 

"^.And  wiUi€K;'  %m^'  eeboed.  Balpb  ^rtiosoa^  fbOowiiig  ap 
tke  game^  somI  spinning  ihe  -follow  romnd  in  the  opposite  dinc- 
tiou.  Then,  grappled  in  like  manner  by  Joe  Best,  Pete  ezeeu*' 
ied  such  xevointions  as  a  dranken  man  sees  going  en  in  the 
luavens  as  be  goes  kerne  en  a  starry  night. 
•  <a'll  ^  'ent!  I'U  git  tbe  kairds-ronly  gi^  me  a  cbttDCfd! 
ImA  hifi  maaatfj^^  ttea,  yesi't>e  allso  nunbunctioas !' 
^   TIM  pa6r  dimrfl  coald  namore  bair»  seconded  tbe  manfhood 
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cihkmfAet,  <hta  he  ocndd ii]idertaiiD»  Ae  jownajr  en  AXbtmtk 

to  Mahomet's  Baradise* 
^  Qaiok  about  it,  thear  pretty  Pete ;  we  waste  to  he  doiag." 
The  cavda  eeoB  made  their  iqppeanmeeit  tL^ 

p«oh»  gveaa7«iii  ragged  fay  gepoaioi  t»e»«iii  with  Ua  i 

ty'sHftoe,  well  smittedy  npoa  Iheai^ 
''The  Jack  of  Spades  ie  a  gMitleviaD,"  cried  Helltire  Diidu 

seising  them  across  the  table^-^and  yelHng  ostdie  dioms  ef  a 

gumag  party  well  known  in  that  day  *«— in  which  Joe  Beet,  whe 

prided  himself  on  a  yoioe,  took  up  Uie  atrain*  and  £iifly  e«ddid 

the  efatef  mffiaa  of  the  group* 

**  *Th«  Jmeik  of  Spadte  h  k  genfUtum^ 
And  he  Iotm  to  drink  and  phifi 
And  he  flioga  t|ie  dice  with  look  th«ft4«y% 
Wb^t  hoi  l«t  the  devil  pay  1*^ 

The  8Mig,  bxayely  begtin  by  the  inasterH^irit  ef  the  gangi 
was  silenced  by  €ke  same  impetitms  penen  when  he  fcmtA 
that  he  was  not  8u£fiMred  to  officiate  as  p^me  ministai^.  Hett» 
ire  Dick' — whom  we  shall  hereaHer  csU  by  the  less  crffehiiTV 
phrase  into  which  his  n4nn  de  gwmre  was  subdued  by  eevtain  ef 
his  companions'— '^jtil^^re  Didc<''-^with  a  roar  gad  stamp  of 
the  foot,  now  cried  out:— 

<«  Bksib  'it,  Joe  Best,  yon  think  yourself  a  vaal  Boddafr^ird, 
and  hey'  each  a  coaeeit  of  yeot  pipes  that  you  den^  kaiew 
w^eato  stop  when  yeu  begin*  €Kt  eutyour  pewtet,  old  lUlow^ 
and  let  your  pipes  alone.  Change  is  migfatyecaiee^  be j«.  I^ 
a-wanting  some.    Blodgit,  what  money  hev'  you  gott'* 

BLodgit  groaaed,  lemembesmg  the  treasure  only  so  teecDt- 
ly  transferred  to  Willie  Siadair'B  safe  keeplag«*-gisBaiMd  pit» 
eously. 

*'  What's  that  grant  about  I  Butf  go  long,  Spooi^,  and  put 
up  the  eiiltex%  luid  give  'em  a  bite;  and  be  hack  as  eoea  as 
yea  kin.  We'll  want  jrou  to  bring  out  your  moa^  pouchy 
pretty  Pete." 

It  was  the  old  woman,  this  time»  who  groaned  widiia.  8ha» 
too,  had  heard  the  speech  of  the  mffian,  sad  her  memeries  wes^e 
eqasUy  distressikig  on  ^le  subject  of  the  lost  treasnre— Idst,  but 
still  supposed  to^  be  i»tiie  stable^  and  anrailahle  npoaedaditisai 

""Whatl  the  old  woman  stBl  hu  a  toagfue!     WelU:  eke 
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sfljr  grunt  witli  it  as  mneli  as  die  pleases,  and  well  'sense  it  on 
the  score'  of  the  rhenmatiz.  Btit,  don't  let  her  be  talking,  Pete, 
fthr  a^  snre  as  thnnder,  if  she  worries  onr  ears,  well  try  the 
snaffle  npJtm  her  !'* 

^  The  onrighteons  rillains !"  mnttered  the  old  woman,  as  she 
heard  the  warning,  nttered  specially  for  her  ears.  ••  And  they'd 
d«)  it,  too,  they  wonld  f  I  knows  'em ;  and  that  poor  mean- 
spen^ted  son  of  mine,  wonld  stand  by  and  see  them  hitch  his 
own  mother  np  by  the  tongne,  <md  never  be  the  man  to  ont- 
knifo,  and  stick,  r^gfat  and  left,  to  sav^  me  from  it !  Oh !  ef  1 
was  amanP 

Here  again  she  called  to  Pete,  bnt  in  "whining  tones  of  en- 
treaty, as  of  one  snfPering. 

*"Pete,  Pete^odgrt — come  in  here." 
■   "Oan't;  loM  lady,**  answered  All-fire  Dick;   *'He's  got  to 
see  afteribcr'  horses.    Then  he's  got  to  bring  ont  his  shillings 
«nd  cO<ftinentals  and  f  am  how  to  be  a  gentleman  by  losing  his 
money.'*  * 

*  "  Ke's  got  no  money,  I  tell  yon !"  cried  the  old  woman,  for- 
gettujg  her  snbdued  accents. 

•*No !  as  Pm  a  liring  sinner,  I  haint  got  no  money.** 

And  the  pair  groaned  in  sympathy  together. 

*  Psho,  boy !  don't  be  Ijrtog !  Don't  we  know  yonVe  been 
•elling  B  smart  ehAince  of  com  and  fodder,  and  got  the  shiners 
ftwr  H.  We're  got  sharp  eyes  npon  yon,  Pete,  and  rnnst  go 
macks,  boy.  But  we^  play  hit,  Winnkig  aint  'thieving, 
'cording  to  onr  laws  and  e^^thm-— and  yon  shall  haire  as  good 
a  chaince  at  our  ponches  aawe  hafm  «A  yonr'n!  Suppose 
yonr'n  is  the  ftiUestf  •'What  of  that?  a  parse  is  a  pnrse, 
boys—" 

••  Ay,  ay !    That's  good  law  1" 

"  And  tiiar's  as  mndli  satisfaction  te  a  man  Ihal  love's  to  do 
m  thing  handsome,  in  winning  a  penny  as  in  winning  a  pound. 
Taint  the  amount  Ant  yo«  win,  Pete»  that  give's  Ae  satisfiac- 
iien ;  it's  the  pleasure  of  beating  one*s  mnimy ;  it's  the  f\in 
to  beat  the  beater — to  be  the  best  man  on  the  ground,  and  to 
be  able  to  slap  your  sides  and  crew  like  a  red-gtll'd  rooster — 

*  tUmbmr^ifoo f  eotH^o-rwHs^fMt  f  irtifl^  all  the  rest  of  t^ 
erowd  alaiidtf'  by,  and  doh'^  know4vlMher  «o  cry  orle  laugh  I 
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Tbai'0  U»  Pete;  4M>  doa't  be  n  eJ^^^^JBJJJ^^KffimHkJtf  AM i 
fereiKse  twixt  yow  pouoL  wj4,Dj«p,  1R^|^j^|^^)^n^i^.  II* 
jQva'n  now— it's  mine  to-i«WF<^l  ':i^?ft«trfMM^J  *?!»>>#  M^ 
the  play,  old  boy;  and  weVe  done  our  beatira^^  JlftrSif*!^ 
tbar,  Pete,  though  the  g;mnea^m$f^igpi^,  f^jfi^  '^  ^e 
9tars  and  moon,  Pete,  we  know  ^a¥^'ir(),,gi>i»the  gould«  aiid  that's 
why  you  see  na  here  to-night  j  Yon  don't  think  we'd  l^k'  eome« 
and  troubled  your  'sqpectable  inianiny,,in  these  late  hQ«cs»  ef 
we  didn't  know  that  you'd  got  so  mnoh  good  gonlden  gu^neaa. 
as  wonlid^'t  suffer  yon  to  have  yonc  matend  sleep?.  But,  fill 
your  glass,  Pete;  hyar's  to  you;  and  big  stakef  about  the 
hotixi;  a^  the  jack  o(  ispi^  for,  eyer !" 

Pete  groaned  again,  and  the  mother  grof^^d  ajaofrpm  witlf« 
in.  They  felt  that  their  game  was  twixt  hAW^.  auf  bastard. 
If  the  gold  was  to  be  wormed  out  of  Sinckir'«  fo^f/f^fjlgf^^ 
his  heart,  what  should  save  it  from  sooh  ruffian  ¥^rt%Mfc^hB 
now  declared  their  knowledge  of  the  ^verseer'^oj 
On  all  sides  the  ruin  seemed  inevitable,  and  the  ready  i 
of  mother  and  son  conceived'  their  predicament  at  H|gfaipqpii  *Iii 
very  despair,  Pete  obeyed  the  invitiution  of  All-fii«  Dick,  seized 
upon  a  oup  and  swallowed  4  ^^rj  potatioi^  of  the  unadulter- 
ated Jamaica  at  a  gulp. 

'*  That'a  going  it  strongs  Pete^"  qucfih  81^in*||ie-Serpent»  ^and 
shows  that  you're  gitting  jour  courage  up  for  a  great  game." 

*'  T^  sooner  the  better,"  8l^d  AU-fim  Sick.  "  And/so,  Pete^ 
put  up  tbe  horses  and  oome  up  to  ihe  sftetcK" 

Her^  Jpe  Best  atruek  up  a  stafT^;^^ 

And  the  m^aifk,  to  ib«Aiaii, 
A  laughing  \u%,  and  a  foaming  g1a«^ 
And  merry's  th^  life  of  man." , 

'<  Psho^  Stilit  ^fi  Joe  Best,  yo«  are  too  d-^  mmsieid  for 
one's  hearii^" 

AjQrfire  Pick  was  semetbing  of  a  despot  He  kept  his  Ibl* 
lowers  in  pretty  tight  bondsr  only  tolerated  «e  they  found  him 
a  profitable  desperado. 

'<  Away,  Pete,  witb  the  horsey  and  tbe  eooner  you're  back» 
tbe  saoaer  we.eome  to  Mr  rl^^ita.  fie  ofil-^JDriirajem  Saqienll 
-mde')B  irMup }  mjr  wk  mi  H  ^vk  you  diia  tini^J^ 


AXi^rouBS^  68 

iBeteOdiiii^peared.  The  game  pioeeeckd.  The  old  woman 
^oaBed  aloMl  na  she.  heard  the  doer  dote  behind  her  0on»  «&d 
the  niffiane  jeUed  back  to  her  in  derision.  Bat  many  miimtes 
had  not  elapsed,  when  Pete  was  heard  a^in  at  the  door. 

*'  Whac  did  we  hitch  tbe  crilt6r8>^2"  he  asked. 

"Where  did  you  hitch  them,  JBneak?''  was  the  answer. 
**  What  the  ct-*l  do  yon  mean  T    Oan't  you  £iid  them  1" 

<<  Well,  I  thought  'twas  to  tbe  water  oak;  bat  they're  not 
thar  now." 

*'  You're  drunk,  Pete-r^look  about  you!  You've  barked  op 
the  wrong  tr^^    Take  the  lanteitt." 

*<  IN  >  i  don't  need  I    The  stairs  are  a^t^ining." 

Well,  look  about  yon.  It's  the  Jamaica  diet  blinds  your 
eyies»  Take  another,  pull  and  see  ol'ar.^^What  trumpo,  Sar- 
poot  1    You'te  strong!  in  spades,  this  time." 

*'  Reckon  1  am  !     What  do  you  say  to  that  I" 

*^Brinustone!  Ootch'd  my  jack  by  the  pipers.  Bat  we'll 
count  for  ^ame  ;  thar's.Awtt/'' 

Pete,  oeanwhile*  had  again  disappeared  i  but  not  for  long. 
He  soon  returned ;  this  time,  after  making  a  dtscorrery  which 
was  by  no  means  calculated  to  dissipate  his  own  discjulet,  while 
it  ^blly  alrakei^d  that  of  Ins  nninyited  guests. 

'^The.pi^Ms  are  aU.off---aiid  look  thar!" 

As  he  spoke,  he  threw  upon  the  tafale  the  four  stiiVups,  eadi 
with  .•  fragment  t)f  the-  leather, ndiieh  Willie  Sinclair  had  out 
from  the  several  saddles*  • 

'<  What  the  h— 's  that !"  cried  All^fire  Diok,  starting  up«  in 
mixed  rage  atld  constematioD.    .  . 

"  I  reckon  it's  the  stacrupa  of  erery  saddle  of  the  crowd." 

Tbbre  was.  general  eonstermationv  «a4  a  bonrid  confusion  of 
tongues,  a»  eaeh  man  singled  out  his.own. 

"  And  whar  did  you  find  these  ?" 

"  Under  the  oak  where  I  hitched  the  critters." 

**^ndthe.horsesr 

"  Gone !     They're  off  soinewhar !" 

"  Brimstone  atbi  fire !  Who  the  h«*-*l  hmv^  yoii  had  here  to- 
night, Pete  Blodgit  1  who's  about }"  They mshed  otntea  mmm 
as  the  inqin^  iRaa  nuide. 

"Nobody  but  Willie  SincUfrr 
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BMf^  ramie  the  TcgpcciM  rdoctantly ;  bot  hit  invondoii 
offered  Uui  no  meaiu  of  evasioii,  and  a  prompt  4HMwer  was  m- 
feAiial  to  h\B  own  safety.  Had  a  bolt  from  heaven  fallen  that 
moment  at  their  feet,  it  co«dd  not  have  confounded  theaa  mote. 

**  Willie  SinekorP  was  the  nuanimons  exclamation,  and 
eUfCh  man  griped  his  pistd^ 

''  Willie  ainolair  hereV  cried  All-fire  Diek,  seising  the  over- 
seer  by  the  throat»  and  drawing  back  intuitively  into  the  diad- 
ow  of  the  house  and  out  of  the  light  of  the  doorway  throogii 
which  the  candles  oast  a  feeble  §(leam* 

*'  Hark  ye,  you  dirty  skunk,  ef  you're  playing  me  idse,  1*11 
slit  your  throat  from  ear  to  ear,  in  the  twink  of  an  eye  I" 

**  I  aint  playing  you  false-^it's  true  I" 

V  Why  didn't  you  teU  «s  Willie  Sinclair  was  here  t  When 
was  he  herel  Whese  was  he  hiding?  8peak  you  etenMi 
flea-skip  before  I—-" 

'*0)ii  jest  loose  my  throat  T'  was  tiie  gurgling  and  choking 
speech—"  and  I'll  tell  you  all !  I  will !" 

**  The  ivuth,  you  rascally  sueak,  and  asthing  but  tbe  tr«tfa." 

"SohelpmeOod." 

"Well!  out  with  it" 

The  fellow  told  them  all,  not  cfven  suppressing  the  ibcts  about 
the  buried  treasure.  The  i^oaas  -of  his  soui,  emee  pennitted* 
(emptied  their  prison-honsef 

"  Oimini !  most  on  to  a  hinndred  gnkwas  I  and  we^^  been 
a-fboling  away  the  time,  when  we  mig^t  have  been  filUng  oir 
pooJBets  1    And  he'e  in  the  staMe  f " 

"  Yes !  I  lock'd  him  up  safe.    Thar's  the  key.** 

"Bioki  boyai    Let's  at  ban  right  away." 

"Fshel  Barpeoti"  reptied  the  leader  ef  theentlawe--^  Yon're 
almost  as  great  a  fool  as  Blodgit  Do  yosi-expeet  to  find  WIS 
Sinclair  in  the  stable-loft  now  f  Do  you  reckon  be-d  go  back 
there,  after  cutting  off  our  stirmps  and  tuniing  loose  the  horses  t 
He's  too  keen  for  that  He'd  be  as  great  a  ISdoI  as  you  tf  be 
did." 

"Alt  hew  did  be  git  out?"  asked  "  Serpent"  shnply  enough  ; 
^  when  hese  Blodgif  s  got  the  icey  of  the  stable.'' 

"  Well,  in  a  hundred  ways.  He  shot  back  ^ke  bolt  ttom  tfa% 
inside,  or  Blodgit  forgot  to  lock." 
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«•  N(^  Idiili't^ftirgit ;  and  tbe  hoWn  a  ooTereil  Me  ?  b^omfaiii't 
fit  at  it  with  knife  or  finger." 

**B%  has  eertainfy  got  o«t«  and  done  this  ndsckieft  or  th^e't 
Bome  other  hmay  aboat  nil  Are  yoa  BaTe>  BloigM,  that  he 
came  aldaev^ 

**  I  nevet  seed  but  him.    That^s  no  teMing  !'^ 

^Ten  to  one  he. had  nigger  'Bram  at  his  heels,  imd  kepi  hhn 
baek  as  a  spy  or  Blodgit.  It  may  be  *Bnu»  iet  the  horsea 
loose. ' 

'<  Thee,  it  may  be  that  Sinelaii^s  atfll  in  ^he  stable." 

"  We'll  soon  see  to  that !  Look  you,  Joe  Best,  take  Ralph 
Iknnsen  with  yon,  and  .look  up  the  hones.  I  aad  Ssirpent 
win  aee  afteir  Bindair.  If  he's  in  tke  staUe  yit,  I'll  take  ihe 
chan^  out  of  hm^theugh  I  baTo  to  put  the  li^^twood  s^^iikters 
to  th«  nest  Bee  te  tke  herses^  Jee.  The  only  wonder  is  he 
didn't  cut  dienr  throats-  instead  of  the  stirsnps.  i  knew  that 
would  ha'  been  my  game.  Gome  on,  ^^avpent.  That  key, 
VeU  r 

'^Mnsts^Ieoner 

"  For  whftt  f  What  kin  3^im  d6  Y  Stay  here,  iad,  and,  l^e 
a  good  son^  tend  to^  yow  'speetahle  mannny.  She  mmy  want 
yon.  Keep  eh)se.  Keep  yonreyes  right  till  we  eonie  baok; 
for,  as.flnre  a»  we  trntdh  yon  sneaking  aboii4  m,  Pete,  we'll  slit 
TOHr  gnllet!  Bo  yew  hear?  I'm  jnboM  of  yen,  boy  f  as  fov 
Sinolair  had;  the  guineas,  if  they'm  net  gonev  leolt  to  me  to  ac- 
eonnt  for  them.    You  shall  have  a  chahioe>  Pete." 

Pete  retired  groaning  to  the  cabin,  where  his  mother  pro- 
vided a  commentary  of  sufficient  length  and  bitterness  upon  his 
**  mean  sperrit."  The  guineas  were  evidently  gone,  as  regard- 
ed ikeir  hopes ;  and  they  now  rejoiced  in  the  belief  that  Sin- 
elair  had  gone  off  with  them. 

"  The  Lord  in  his  mercies  grant  that  Willie  Sinclair's  off," 
groaned  the  old  woman.  "  It's  his  gould  and  his  sister's,  and 
he's  got  the  right  to  it !" 

It  is  surprising  how  instinctively  the  feeling  of  honesty  rises 
into  tlie  heart,  when  there  is  no  longer  a  possibility  of  playing 
the  rogue  profitably.  Mrs.  Blodgit's  religious  feelings  grew  in 
the  ascendant  when  the  spoils  of  robbery  were  no  longer  within 
lier  reach.     She  now,  for  the  first  time,  began  to  perceive  the 
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fUl.flxteni  of  tlM  evib  feUoiriog  tbe.  bKnd  cnpidify  of  hendf 
and  son. 

""JBiii;  it  d  aol  tlie  }o08  of  tbe  go«ld»  Pete.  Tiiaft  not  aXL 
But  Willie  Siudaar  now  .kno^s  all;  He'll  neiier  trtigt  70a 
f  gin.  He'll  turn  ub  out.  He'll  take  away  the  keys,  the  oom* 
the  fodder,  the  hog$,.aAd  bell  kt  Marion's  mes  know  that 
you're  noi  better  than  a  tory !  Pete  BloAgit,  wbai  a  fool  you 
was  to  try  to  cheat  the  ipan  that's  been  the  making  of  yonl 
Oh!  you're  about  tbe  foolishest,  most  meansperrited  critter, 
to  be  a  white  man«<kat  erer  Hved  'twizl-1^e  fiantoe  and  the 
Bdiatov" 

"  Oh  I  mamny,  you  oughtn't  to  say  that !  You  know  yott 
told  me  to,  and  nade  me  grve  you  tha  bag  of  Spanish  doUara." 

''And  it'a  well  I  did!  where'd  they  be  jmkw,  if  I  hedntl 
And^ef  you  had  trusted  your  .poor  oH  mother » with  the  goaid. 
aa  well  as  the  silver,  we'd  ha'  had  it  now,  you  meanfl|peiriied«**-" 

"  Husk  1    They're  aiming  back !" 

Pete  hastened  out  of  the  chamber  to  open  for  the  party.  Hie 
horses  had  been  found.  They  had  employed  themselreeqiMtiy 
in  picking  the  long  grasses  about  the  rained  building  and  were 
easily  caaght-  But  eaek  was  bridlekss,  and  Joe  Beat  and 
Bmnson  busied  themselves  in  k>eking  up  Pete'a  stoiea  of  rope 
and  leWJher,  with  the  bope  to  provide  substitutes  for  preoeat 
use.  They  rightly  anticipated  the  purpose  of  Alkfire  Didc 
and  Skia-thd-ft^rpentt  to  puraoe  a  fbgitive  who  cinied  a  hna- 
drcd  guireas  a^  his  giidle« 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
^mtsmr  and  fasturao^. 

Wb,  -who  already  knorvr  tbat  die  o«llawf  must  h%  diiteppoiiited 
in  tbeir  searoli  after  Slndair  in  the  «table,m«8t  not  be  surprised 
to  learn  tliat  All-lire  Dick  and  the  Serpent  made  their  ap« 
proaohes  to  tibat  sspposed  fortress  with  the  cavtion  of  old  sol- 
diers. They  knew  dieir  nuut;  and  ^ite  as  well  ktiiew  bow 
fonnidable  would  be  Us  defence^  if  walcefol,  in  such  a  position, 
armed,  as  he  ^mis  known  to  be,  with  sword  and  pistols.  Blodgit 
bad  also  apprized  tbena  of  the  three  umskets^and  the  powder  and 
balL  He  had  reHered  bis  own  frie£B»  by  telling  bis  whole  story. 
Their  hope  lay  chiefly  in  taking  Sindidr  by  surprise,  if  sttU  in 
the  stable ;  tbovgh  the  sagacity  t)f  the  outlaws  readily  eoAoeived 
the  improbability  of  such  &  case ;  unlessi  indeed*  the  practice 
upon  ^eir  steeds  had  been  done  by  odier  bands  than  those  of 
Sindair.  This  was  not  improbaUei  and  there  yras  stiU  a  possi* 
bility  of  finding  him  asleep,  and  unsnspioiotis,  in  bis  nest 

They  stele  upon  it^  dierefiNre,  whh  the.wiuinessof  the  .wild* 
cat  finding,  bis 'way  into  -the  poukry^yard.  Blodgit's  key  was 
well  oiled,  and  they  penetrated  the  stable  without  making  the 
riigktest  noiae.  We  need  not  veport  tbeir  progress-^  bow  they 
'<  snakedV  through  the  stable,  and  *«  snaked"  through  the  1<^ 
and  ''went  on  tbeir  bellies,"  ior  tbeir  pains  1  Enough  that* 
after  having  exercised  the  nicest  vigilance  in  searching  the- 
premises,  they  found  the  nest  empty-— the  bird  flown  1 

**  We  might  have  known  it,"  quoth  AU-fire  Dick,  '*  knowing 
the  man,  and  seeing  tbat  his  horse  is  gone." 

"  What's  to  be  done  ?"  asked  the  Serpent., 

*'Done!"  was  the  fierce  response,  "why,  give  chase  as  fast 
as  may  be !  Are  we  to  lose  ai^undred  guineas  wi^out  a  ride 
tor  iti  He's  gone,  90  doubt»  up  the  road  to  the  Barony— ^ to  his 
father!s.    There's  no  other  route  for  him  to  take  ^-n^bt.    If 
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his  horse  was  hesli  lie  migbt  posh  on  farther — knowing  we're 
here,  and  thinking  we  might  be  after  him  soon.  It's  cl'ar  he 
had  some  such  notion  of  it,  by  his  catting  the  stirmp-leathers. 
He's  heavy  loaded — powder,  bnllets,  mnskets,  and  gould  ! 
He'll  ride  slow.     We  must  overhaul  him  in  nine  miles." 

"  That  is,  if  we  find  the  horses.!' 

'*Ay !  d — ^n  him!  Look  you,  Sarpent,  I've  a  most  etarnaJ 
hate  for  that  same  Willie  SlnQlaix.  I  hate  him  bekaise  he's  a 
gentleman;  and  he  makes  you  feel  it.  I  know'd  him,  and 
sarved  under  him  once,  and  the  t«ty  kwk  of  him  nnide  my 
blood  bile  in  my  veins.  I've  got  his  tracks.  I'te  fouid  out 
one  of  bis  biding-plaoeff  in  FautnOol^  Swam^.  I  tnwked  tiiat 
big4)aoked  fellow,  Jin  Bati<m»  iAm^Tj  asd  know  the  sigiiB*  I 
shall  track  Aim  thar  some  of  these  days;  afnd  'twon't  be  lus 
money  that  shall  save  him,  I  tril  you,  et  kis  finer  gentiiBnuHi 
airs,  whenever  I  ctta  get  a  ikir  dig  at  kis  anbsi  But  that's  fiov 
another  time.    Let's  hurry  off  now,  and  start  the  boys." 

The  houses,  we  have  mentioned,  were  Ibmid  by  tbe  otller 
two,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  thto  leader^  It  was  no  pleas- 
ant arratigenient,  howerer,  that  wfaioh  found  tbtm  compelled  to 
pursue  without  stirrups^  and  with  plougii^line  bridles:-*^ nay, 
hardly  theM^-*— for  one  of  tlie  followsfode  wholly  without  brldie 
of  any  sort  But  the  evil  lay  mostly  in  the  eaokarrasBmenl 
There  w«s  not  one  of  the  outlaws  who  was  not  qvite  as  ftomfiar 
to  ^  hikm  as  an  AiAb*^  who  ce«ld  not  haw  Hddci»  fain  foar- 
IsMfy,  glued^JHT  it  were,  to^.fajs^ck^-^  without  harness  of  any 
kind.  It  was  but  to  clap  th»  knees?  dose  to  kis  quastersv  wveati) 
a'biRldr  in  tc  ftigp  of  the  mane^  tihwow  the  body  forwsrdr  dad  ysU 
ottt  like  a  irildoilt  on  a  charivaH^  attd  the  pace,  if  a  killii^  one, 
wlis  so  tflther  to  horse  than  rider.  Our  oxttlaws,  aoaordingly, 
thou^  fUrkus  at  the  trick  pli^^  ou'ihen^  and  the  injuy  done 
to  their  equipments,  were  yetr  not  wholly  kdn  du  oonAat.  Bin- 
claVs  operation^  had  only  rettoded,  not  pt^vented,  the  pursuit. 
But  the  delay  was  something  ^»ined  to  kim,  in  the  jaided  eondi- 
tion  of  his  steed,  the  burden  whieh  he  had  to  carry,  and  the 
weairred  statte  of  the  rider. 

The  outlaws  allowed  no  unnecessary  thne  for  consultafaoar 
They  were  all  men  of  prompt  aotion,  and  their  arrangements 
were  s^tHf  miide.    When  about  to  sMrt,  Pet«  Blodgit  WM 
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Middanlj  seen  to  appear  oa  hersebaok  ameng  tbcm.  Hk 
fesdutioii  had  been  taken  at  ihe  snggeslieB  of  hn  amidble 
mother,  who,  in  the  event  of  Sinclair  being  takeiit  was  dvAy 
anxiotw  that  her  son  ^oiM  be  present  at  the  diyiaion  of  the 
spoils.  Not  tkat  she  deiuiM  herself  with  the  idea  that  hts  oooid 
coerce  the  outlaws  ivte  anj  eonssderation  of  his  eisfisns.  Bui 
something  she  diought  might  be  dene  by  whinhig-^well  know- 
ing that,  though  we  may  brain  the  insolent  mastiff,  or  the 
barking  eur,  we  cast  a  boti«  to  the  lean  homud*  who  only  looks 
up  with  pitifully  pleading  visage.  This  was  now  ik/e  lean  hops 
of  ihe  innocent  oonple  ( 

But  AlUfire  i>ick  was  not  pref>ared  to  accord  ^his  one  chanoe 
to  the  miserable  Fete. 

"  Ytm  here !  Git  back  to  your  hole.  Slink,  if  yott  wouldn't 
.  taste  eowhide,fastiiig/' 

"  I  thought  you'd  let  me  ride  with  you,  Oappin  Didk;*'  hum- 
bly answered  the  sneak. 

'•None  of  yow  Cappln  Di^  with  me.  I'm  no  oappin 
I'm  'Hell-fire  Diok*  to  friends  ^md  inhnies*  Let  yoa  ride  iwiUi 
oa !  and  what  good  are  you  ?  Kin  yoa  figiiil  If  you  had  tise 
Ut^  of  a  man  would  yon  have  let  WiUie  Sinclair  strip  you  of 
jevary  shilling  f  €Kt  back  to  your  bole  befbre  I  laeo  you 
with  a  red  riband  stripe  for  every  Inch  of  white  skin  on  yoor 
\mtlkr 

The  eounsel  was  enfowed  by  a  couple  of  strokes  which  .^ent 
ibe  wreteii  off  in  a  twink*  The  next  moisent^  wiih  a  shrill 
wliisde,  ihe  outlaws  were  on  the  road  and  away. 

But  Pete  BlodgH  was  not  to  be^  left  behind,  dpite  of  the  ter- 
rors of  cowhide,  he  was  resolved  to  be  in  at  the  fleeetng.of -tl^s 
▼ic^n ;  and^  grinoing  under  his  smaits,  as  wdl  of  mind  as  of 
body  — ^fbr  su<^h  aai  animal  does  suffet  ^m  a  schrt  of  shame  and 
aense  of  despicableness^-he  pushed  his  horse  forward,  suffi- 
eicmtly  in  the  rear  of  the  pursuing  party  to  escape  ^Bir  notiee» 
yiet  sufficiently  close  to  be  able  to  overcome  any  interval  of 
apace,  in  tolerably  t^ott  time,  should  t^e  others  be  able  to 
overhaul  the  fbgitive.  Pete  had  really  no  definite  hope  or  ob- 
ject in  thus  joiiving  the  pursuit ;  but  nothing  short  of  the  ter- 
rors of  death  could  have  overcome  the  painful  ftedbatiott  of 
tlie  «chreolure.    Merely  to  iee  die  gold  of  which  he  had  been 
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deprived-^  eyen  though  he  should  see  every  pieee  of  it 
into  odier  hands «^ was  somediing  better  than  never  to  gioat 
over  it  again. 

He  rode  acoordinglj:—* ^^sometiSMs  forgetting  himself,  and 
sparring  eagerly  ahead— then,  nndor  some  prudent  precau- 
tionary ^r,  dropping  behind  into  a  walk,  and  preparing  to 
shroud  himself  in  the  bashes,  should  the  outlaws,  par  hasard, 
fall  suddenly  back  upon  htm. 

They,  meanwhile,  went  at  the  top  of  their  speed.  A  wild 
chaser  no  doubts  but.  not  without  its  calculations.  Asanming 
Sinclair  to  have  bad  an  hoar's  start  of  them,  he  had  covered 
some  five  miles  of  ground.  To  overtake  him  was  possible ;  but 
they  conjectured  readily  what  would  be  his  policy  in  that  event. 
He  must  take  to  the  woods ;  and,  in  his  doing  so,  lay  their  bet- 
ter chance  of  securing  him,  since,  throwing  themselves  between, 
him  and  the  Baronyi  cutting  him  off  from  that  sfaditei*,  their 
game  was  to  beat  the  woods,  in  broad  daylight,  until  he  was 
found.  They  were  keen  dogs  fbr  a  warm  scent,  and  did  not 
despair  of  findiag  him  by  daylight.  Besides,  they  could  com- 
mand the  use  of  hounds,  practised  in  the  pursuit  of  men ;  and, 
even  as  they  rode,  they  cndculated  on  thelfteoessity  of  sending 
off  one  of  their  party,  by  dawn,  down  to  the  kennel  of  Zeke 
Bodgers,  one  of  their  confederates,  some  five  nules  off.  T^  aa- 
ticipate  Sinclair,  in  his  attempt  to  gain  the  Barony,  was  their 
present  object;  and,  whether  they  passed  him  on  the  road  or 
not,  was  by  no  means  «  conaideratiDn,  since  the  whdk  of  the 
next  day  was  before  them,  and  Uiey  had  no  knowledge  of  miB- 
taiy  parties,  anywhere  about,  to  interfere  with  then:  pleasant 
pastime  in  the  hunt.    Their  policy  was  an  obvioiia  one. 

Smclair,  a  mihaf  great  woodland  resources,  readily  anticipa- 
ted all  these  calculations  of  the  eutlaws»  if  once  they  tindertook 
pursuit.  But  he  calculated  his  own  policy  also.  He  did  not 
push  his  beast  beyond  a  trot  during  the  hoar  which  he  had  been 
upon  the  road ;  and,  at  the  close  of  this  period,  he  suffered  him 
to  subside  into  a  walk.  Thus  quietly  moving,  he  was  better 
able  to  take  in  distant  sounds,  than  if  he  had  suffered  ihe  hoo& 
of  his  own  steed  to  beat  up  the  ears  of  silence* 

Nimrod  was  a  good-  walker,  and  the  diflerenoe  between  hit 
walk.and  |4g4rot  was  not  eonsideraUe.    He  had,  aeeordinf^. 
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computed  eojne  ei^ii  milen  of  bk  progi'es8»  when  \m  ridei 
caoght  the  sounds  of  pursuit  upon  the  wind.  Hm  Instantly  ixyok  - 
the  woods  $  but  not,  as  the  pursuers  anticipated,  on  tiiat  side  of 
th^  road  upon  which  the -baronial- setdament  «f  his  father  lay; 
but  the  apposi^  This  procedure,  as  diffisring  entirely  frbm 
ibB'  aatural  suggestions  in  all  similar  ease%  was  designed  to  put 
the  pursuit  at  fiBult  Sinelair,  in  the  opposite  woods,  was  un« 
suspected.  Tbe  only  disadvantage  that  lay  in  the  adoption  of 
tbia  ptan,  was  m  tbe  necessity  wbiob  it  oompelled,  of  making  a 
greatAje.  eircwt  dian  otherwisa  would  harre  been  requisite,  and 
of  exposing  tbe  fugitive,  4&k  a  monent  or  twtv  tmt  of-  cover, 
while  again.  croBSUig  the  road  > to  recover  the  region  wbither  his 
flight  waa  direeled*  But  this  neeessity  did  not  seem  to  involve 
niucb  peril,  since  he  could  choose  hia  «wn  place  and  moment 
for  the  attempt* 

Satisfied  on  tbia  score,  and  that  he  was  sufficiently  sheltered 
by  the  dense  forest  in  which  be  bad  taken  refuge,  our  hero's 
poliqy  now  was^  to  suffer  the  pursuers  to  pasa  him,  and  to  be 
sure  of  this  &ct  bimsoli  With  this  ol^eet^  he  rode  bis  borse  a 
hundred  yards  into  the  wood,  then  alighted,  fastened  him  to  a 
bough,  and  coolly  took  a  bee-line  back  to  the  road,  on  the  very 
edge  of  which  he  covered  himself  closely,  among  a  clump  of 
scrubby  oaks.  Here*  '^  squat  like  a  toad,"  be  waited,  without 
apjprelxeusiou,  the  approach  of  the  outlaws*  It  was  only  with 
a  alight  quickening  of  the  tidea  about  his  heart,  that  he  Mw 
them  at  length  heave  in  sight,  one  after  the  other,  four  da^ 
and  hurrying  shadows,  going  at  a  smart  canter,  and  wbii4ing 
along  without  tbe  slightest  heed  of  the  spot  where  he  harbored. 
He  suffered  them  to  pass  out  of  sight  and  hearing  before  be 
prepared  to  riae ;  and,  just  when  he  was  about  to  do  so,  bis  keen 
eara  caught  tbe  sound  of  another  horse  coming  firom  below. 

"Ha!  If  this  should  be  Peyre  St.  Julien,  now,  with  bis 
troop,  bow  we  shall  make  the  feathers  of  these  rascals  fly/^ 

Our  miyor  of  dragoons  wait^,  still  crouching  in  bis  cover,  to 
seo  tbe  approacbkig  party.  It  was  not  his  friend  and  comrade 
St.  Julien. 

•'  Blodgit,  as  I  live !" 

He  knew  him  by  his  horse*  wbieb  was  unfavorably  cnArked. 
in  tbe  estimation  of  the  jockeys,  by  four  wfait«  feet^     ' 
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**  Four  white  feet,"  qnoHh  Sinclsixv  repeating  a  pir«ve»h 
"give  him  to  the  «rowa." 

Bloc^it  paaaed  slowly  at  a  jogtrot  Siaolahr  readily  cm^ 
ceived  the  secret  ef  4h0  latter^s  progrees* 

"  They  have  refased  to  let  him  J0m  tbeai  in  the  ohase ;  bfot 
he  hankers  after  his  share  of  the  gmneas.  Fed !  they  woidd 
slit  his  weasand  befere  they  would  let  him  have  a  stiver." 

Blodgit  was  suffered  to  pass  out  of  6^;ht  alee,  before  our  ftigi- 
tive  roaefrom.corer,  and  picked  his  way  bade  lo>flM  spot  where 
he  had  hitched  his-  horse.  Here»  he  reitri^)ped,  ftiore  sieeiire- 
ly,  his  sack  ef  powder ;  reanmnged  bis  whole  eqmpiAetit ;  tigitt- 
m^  bis  girtht  repriined  his  pistokrvthoA  eOoHy  resichbed  his 
progress,  using  bnt  the  one  preeantton  of  movltig  on'vrard,  at 
sneh  a  d^pth  in  the  cover  of  the  woods,  as  to  keep  him  from 
alarming  any  person  that  might  happen  to  be  watching  along 
the  road«  Fortnnat^y,  the  region  was  a  fkmlliar  one ;  his  old 
stamping-ground,  distinguished  in  his-  memory,  by  many  a 
squirrel  and  'coon  hunt,  when  a  boy,  and  by  numerous  achieve- 
mente  of  a  more  exciting  kind,  when,  grown  to  man's  estate-— 

"  "With  horse  nnd  hoiind,  to  Btrike  tlie  deer. 
The  hunter  took  his  wny.** 

Uoofideut*  therefore,  of  hia  couree,  Sindair  proceeded  as 
leisur^y  and  coolly  as  if  untroubled  by  any  aj^ehensioti. 
Peiieet  silence  brooded  over  his  path.  The  cool  ahs  of  mom- 
injg  wece  freshening  -in  the  wood — ^the  stars  were  lessening 
above,  waning  or  stealing  out  of  sight*  The  route  was  dark 
enough  to  readeor  his  forest  progress  slowi  but  be  betrayed,  and 
reaJly  fblt,  few  anxieties.  So  perfectly  assured  was  he  of  his 
whei'tabouts,  thai,  when  on  a  line  with  the  great  avenue  of  lltfe 
Barony>  he  stopped  short,  aadt  looking  about  him,  soon  feund  a 
little  Indian-  trail  which  he  knew  cond^icted  to  it ;  but  be  had 
no  purpose  to  pursue  it,  aad,  still  pushing  fervrard,  he  went 
fully,  half  a  mile  above,  before  he  hieli«od  «nce  more  toward 
the  high  road.  When  within  speaking  diiftaneo  off  ft,  he 
paused,  and  gathered  up  his  several  clues  of  thought. 

"These  rascals  take  for  granted  that  I  am  harbored  in  the 
wap4B  btelo^r.  They  will  skbt  the  lower  edg6  of  ^hd  planta^on, 
covering  themselves  akmg  the  skirts  of  the^  npen-  fMda  tttd 
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«mm»f  to  lu^tovefi^  mt  ag  I  appftoacb.    SmA  wn  th«  proba- 
bilities.   Well— well!" 

Mid  tibe  Qugor  ef  dragoons  drew  near  to  die  poad,  elowlj, 
very  slowly,  witb  ears  iMeBlj  Mt  for  tbe  wind,  <md  eyes  peer- 
ing lata  "tl^, solid  davkness  tbat  no^  roae  mp  like  a  wall  aeross 
tbe  roula  only  tbirty  yards  beyond.  Tbns,  Kyokbg  and  listen- 
ing, b^  w^eiH  forward  boldly,  and  eeossed  tbe  mad  in  safety, 
iinseen  of  mortal  eyes. 

He  found  JiisMidf  now  in  a  dense  fore^^  half  «  nOe  abo^e  tbe 
avenue*. but  sliE  farming  a  part  of  the  immense  baronial  e^te 
of  l^is  lathov.  Bo  Judraneed  into  tbe  tbteket  a  Mi  quarter  of  a 
joiief  tb^sn  tiurnsd  tbe  bead  of  his  borse  downward,  and  made 
for  th6  »9§f9  issdtlenMnt.  Tbie  ky  on  the  edge  of  a  wood, 
wliicb  fooned  an  adnisabte  pbysiei^  barrier  on  tbe  east,  front- 
ed^an  #pen  iodigpo^ieldiin  oultivatioti,  upon  tbe  west,  and  by  a 
uarscrw  kuie*. between  tbe  field  and  the  negrq-btynies,  condncted 
to  tbe  mansion,  and  tbe  adjacent  buildings ;  all  of  which  lay 
buried  in  a  worU  of  evergreens  at  tbe  dose  of  a  long  and 
wikijm  •avanne  of  stately  fi>reiit*trees>  ehns,  'water^oaks,  and 
pinesr 

Ben  Bowlegs  was  the  driver,  or  evder^sergeant  of  Colonel 
William  Sindalr,  *of  Oberokee  war  memory*  Ben,  himself,  bad 
be«^n  thjEougbtthe  Oberokee  war,  as  a  beiM^bman  of  his  master. 
jBen  vaa  an  oM  soldier,  accordingly^  and  made  a  finst-mte  plan- 
(futionoideriiyi  He  bad  but  one  grand  idea  as  H  planter,  and 
that  lay -in  a  angle  word;  but  'that  wotd,  Hbe  tbe  potent 
'*  m»am^'  of  the  Aca^an  iale,  invielved  a  large  body  of  practi- 
oal  pbikitopby*  :  ^  Fvah  V*  waa  tbe  wiiole  sum  of  Ben's  policy. 
Posb  at-tbe-begiiiping,  push  at  tbe  middle,  ptish  at  tbe  end ',  be 
almt^poAiB^k  And  Ben's  poshing  made  ter<yps !  '  B^  be  did 
not  epare  liiiBaelf  in  pnsfakig  others.  Ben  carriecl  out  his  ^inci- 
ples  into  practice.  He  never  sUpt  on  performetnc^s  donc^  as 
j^e^oes  and  eeMmon  people  are  very  apt  to  do.  'iSe  passed  to 
oew^oiMa.  fie  was  a  moval  ateam^engine,  worit^^  bunself,  and  ' 
driying  every  one  ahead.  He  pushed  his  master,  as  well  a3  his 
brotber-slatea;  and  assigned  kim  bis  tasks  witb  the  pertinacity 
c£'  ^f»Mb0  unad  me^ked  to  be  something  more  than  a  counseU 
lor,  Wm  MrnenniB^for  bis  master  wat  never^  sneb  as  ainlply  to 
9iaamlfmMi.pU^hito.  j  Be&  Jtenffelft  Hl^it^Mred  ^  ^mtk  fb 
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«pite  oC  coitAoqtifisiiees.  Was  Ooldnel  SitichAr  Abovit  to  Blvuider  t 
Ben  interposed  abruptly  enough,  with— 

**  Look  jery^onamsM,  ef  yon  wants  to  play  H^ll  wid  de  crop> 
dik's  jist  de  way  for  do  nm.  Better  now,  yoti  go  see  arter  dem 
bloodhaxtfls  in  de  paetur*.  Dat  d«^n  son  ob  a  skunk,  Toby,  he 
nebber  does  jussice  [justice]  to  dem  youn^  h«iuss.  Da's  what 
you  to  see  arter  1  Leff  de  cnf  to  you  driber.  Tou  kin  truss 
him  r 

BiU,  tbUd  irrev^r^ni  to  his  old  master,  Ben  was  qvite  another 
person  wben  dealing  with'  the  young  (me.  Hiii  love,  here,  sup- 
plied the  place  of  reTerence  \  «ad  his  admiration  was  of  sueh  a 
sort  ajB  to  deprire  him  of  aU  his  critidal  a^ntnen,  when  he  had 
to  j«id^e  of  yo«ng  Willie's  opinions  and' performaBces.  We 
need  aot  attempt  to  aecoont  for  hvs  passion  for  "^  young  Mass 
WilKe."  Enough^  that  the  fust  is  mqueslioiMtble.  And  now, 
to  shew  our  purpose  in  intrddncmg  the  driTet  to  otir  readers  at 
this  moment.  > 

Ben  BwnrlegSr  whetUer  beeauae  of  some  natural  aversi>M  to 
the  sex,  or  because  of  the  mature  periM  of  sixty^two  to  whieh 
lie  bad  arrived,  was  wifeless  and  childless.  He  was  perhaps, 
too  welltpleased  to  be  a  master,  to  buffer  himself  t#  ftU  under 
the  rule  of  any  mistress.  Ben  dwelt^  acoordin^y,  in>  single- 
blessedness,  ift  a  very,  snug  oottage,  that  H)cetipiied  a  salient 
angle,  r«<iging  at'  very  nearfy  equal  distances  fi^m ^he  negro- 
houses,  and  the  comncribw:  A  HttW  gtk>ve,  m»d  a^smaH  turnip 
paAcb,  separated  him  from  Idie  yard  in  whixth  the  mansien-boiise 
stood.  The  distanee  waa  not  oonsidemUe  ftomcdther  of  ibeee 
points.  Ben's  wigwam  stood  mpon  pillsrs  of  pitofa^pine,  «boiit 
three  feet  fWm  the  groitod.  You  m^h^  appnacbi^H'ttli'th^ 
way.from?  the  eoAfinea  of  the-fore^  xttder-  cover  bf  sk.dt«riiig 
evergreens,  Th^se  particulars  wiH  auffiesently  expktittioertain 
matters  whioli  we  have  now.  to  evolve. 

Well]  Bon  being  the  soie/ooonpaat  <tf  his  keos^  itumy  be 
supposed  that  he  slept  In  toleorable  comfott  Qe^  kisuiMy' slept 
weU. 

"Praise  deliawdl"  was  hi»  occasional  ezclamatlMi^  *«'l0fo*)ft 
no  woman  y^  tO'  hodder  aae !  firessii^  db-  de  Lawdv  dero^  no 
chiUea  to  ,4ril^>lft.«}eep  irom  my  eye  I  I  hta-kah  m^  sleep 
whrn  de  ^l(MM^!^.^Uisr«fi  ao'ina«^|pMe^tti^l||A^.» 
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No  man  ever  had  a  more  profiotxncLaense  of  Ui  .^ooi  feftnne* 
ilk  tbeee  reapeotf^  ^kaii  Ben  Bowlegs ;  anA  &•  one*  AMrely,  ei?er 
more  dei^otitlj  aeknowleciged  .tbe  beneficence  of  IVofiridenee  in 
afiofding  ham  theie  snffieient  oauiefl  of  gratitnde  i  Bea  slept 
atonov  ftlept  wellr  and  alvajs  awolfie  early.  WbUe  his  yovng 
master,  Willie  ftindatr,  was  dodging  the  eiflnyj^  Ben's;  usee 
was  making  ftoaons  btigle^sewids  ia  h»  eottage^^  wasting  its 
music  **  on  the  desert  air,"  indeed ;  but*  witbeut  any  cimlling 
spirit  to  rebuke  ils  free  privilegea.  Ben  bad*  aecosdinglTf  ac* 
oonplished  tbe  largest  nmmmmi  of  neeessarj  sleep  a  gaod  bonr 
before  the  dawning  of  the  day.  Bte  Was  now  wakefiiif  and  med* 
itattng  what  was  to  be  done  that  day  in  the  fields*  Toncbing 
the  tobaeee,  4beire  was  a.  weeding  of  the  weed  te  be  done;  com 
— there  was  the  last  hoeing :  the  com  was  nearly  taiade;  some 
e««est-m»ffitatieBs  employed  bim  in  respect  to  a  little  patch 
of  riee ;  •  and  tbetre  were  sundry  interesfes  which  aatarally  exer* 
cised  the  nusd  ef  onr  model  drirery  particularly  as  Obloael  Bin- 
e]flir»  who  was  himself  a  rtary  good  planter^  ^nployedoo  over- 
seen it  was  wbfle  basy  with  bis  field  and  farmyard  problems, 
that"  Ben  Bowlegs  was  suddenly  startled  kito  a  new  osnscious* 
mess,  hy  a  certain  mysterious  rapping  vpon  tbe  floov  beneath 
him.  He  listened  and  rubbed  bis- eyes*  Tbe  rappng  w«sre^ 
peated. 
:    '^Lawd-Gkuni!  it's  young  manssa  I'*  .      /< 

He  jumped  o«i  of  bed  in  a  twinkle,  stooped  to  tbe  fioor, 
raised '  tbe  eeetion'sf  a  pkak,  and  our  mi^r  ai  dsagooas  slowly 
sbot  np^  Mm  a  ra^>er  bumble  posture^  int»  ihis  foil  bcdgbt,  and 
scrambled  deftly  into  the  apartment.  It  wak.  very  evident  that 
the  ma^oBaad  die 'driver  bad*  been'  aitlieisaaw  mysterious  play 
before.  Ben  oangfat  bis  master's  hand,  joy fnUyt  and  shook  if 
with  a-fiencal^^laving.  gripe. 

•*  Grad  for  see  you,  Mass  Willie — no  look  for  you  dis  time, 
bat  migbiy  grad  for  see  you  1  T'ink  you  bin  gone  wid  de  sod- 
ger«  up  mta  de  aiomitains..  But  gnsad.  far  see  you  yer.  Grtiad 
for  tell  yea,  sir;  sSl's  well  yer,  'eept  de  cde  coloael»  dat's  got 
de  debbil  and  all-fire  in  his  foot  ag'in  !  But  Miss  Oarrie's  like 
a  roseind^memingy  and,lit^  Lottie  is  aaodar  laede  isoae  in 
de  tibonun^;  aad^  ebbi^i^pisioii  dat  yoti  4$aMS  fte  yer  loal  i* 
[  s*i^i>l^a»  idsaiarifcjiy^  'ot»k;as  JLsair^4e/ab  uipvgi  • 
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4md  de  ftre  to  lie  foot  onkM  him  bik  ober  cUbt'  aoir  «ad  &n, 
and  it's  wightj  ktrd  ^r  «  'BpecUbla  gsafleBuoi  to  staat*  kiai 
irhcii  be'a  in  his  ondeosnt  puBionJ  And  iiow't  you,  iftn 
WilHe  ?  How's  70a  bin  1  Lord  deiibber  me,  but  it  does  seem 
as  e^'  you  wms  nebber  to  be  done  growing.  You've  a  Ibet  taller. 
I'm  a-t'inkijig>  ibe«  when  you  west  offia  de  ^ring !" 

And  Ben  the  Bowlagged  wheeled  the  J^mug  mi^er  about, 
making  due  pieaeutation  of  him  to  every  point  of  the  t^ompasa, 
itmil  he  bad  sstisied  himself  dmt,  in  growing  taller,  his  young 
■mster  had  lost  nothing  «f  that  sym— <ry  whifeh  had  rendered 
Itim  periGeol  in  bis  eyes  befoM. 

**  Well,  Ben  ;aa  well  as  a  man  can  be  who  has  the  appetite  of 
forty  Indians  always*  aud  not  often  the  meal  to  eatiify  one 
sn^&ciently." 

''I^awd-  bless  you,  dat's  wlmf  I  eays  to  mysef^tAhivytime  I 
sets  down  to  my  dinner—*!  says,  Lawd,  ef  I  ^uld  only  gee 
Mass  Willie  a  bit  ob  die  bacon,  or  a  piate  oh  dSs  rtee,  or  a  wnig 
oh  dis  chicken,  or  a  doaen  ob  dese  ^^  or  a  bowl  oh  di^^olBM, 
or  something  or  ndder,  sidi  as  I  has  a-hissmg  and  a-anolrai|^ 
before  me ;  wha'  obber  I  hab  for  my  own  eatmg  dat  day  V* 

^'  Thank  you  for  year  gpod  kitentionay  Ben,  and  Vm  mam 
ymxx  dinner  would  be  a  thousand  iimea  for  mone  grateftl  than 
what  we  commonly  ^et — the  best  of  us — in  camp." 

"Lean  beef — carrion.  I  may  call  nm-^skiB  and  bone; 
sometimes  no  beef  at  all-^net'iag  better  dan  bile  hms'i^--*" 

'^ Ay,  indeed,  Benny;  and  samctimes  hors&'bee&  old  fellow, 
such  aa  my  flither  had  to  eat,  when  yon  went  wath  him,  in  the 
old  Cherokee  war.*' 

''It's  a  most  emnamifui  lifo.  Mass  WilHe,  to  he  a  eedger; 
and  I  tiiiks  ob  de  bad  libing  for  you  ebbry  day.  But  you'll 
liab  somet'ing  better  to-day,  please  Ood  \  and  ebbry  4ay  you 
hab  for  stay  wid  us," 

'*  Not  long,  Ben  I  Oamp  duties  can't  suffer  me  to  d^y  even 
wher^  the  beef  is  excellent  $  and  you  well  know  that  so  lonf  aa 
this  war  lasts,  I  am  not  likely  to  be  met,  cemmg-  hoaMi  with  ray 
fatlier's  smiles." 

'*Da's  true,  Mmu  Willie,"  anawe^ed  the  other  with  a  -sigk 
"^  Do^e  jfif^ttemMi^  Jest  aa feoliah.aiid  imaaaaiblo  aa^d[»hmp; 
aai^jM  ais^  ^wlil.de  de^a  ahd  alMaa»inarqhiy*i^tia  Am*; 
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and  de  trotfbles  we'be  been  babing  wt^  gone  of  dese  #o^itig 
raeeab  in  de  swamp -^btiteb«ring  de  cattle,  aad  robbing  de 
pooHrT-yani— »he*i  bfling  «ber,  I  may  say,  wid  all  sort  ob  on- 
reasonable  yexations." 

"What!  lucre  the  tories  been  irt  work  npon  yt>nr  eattlot 
Benf 

'*  Well,  sir,  Vm  a-tinking  dat  it^t  as  much  wbigs  a&i  tories. 
Wlien  ealde-tieving's  the  business,  and  heftroost^robbing, 
there  ain^t'  much  diiference)  Fm  Srtinkhig^  atnong  sodgers. 
Dey're  att  alike-^whigs  and  toHes,  king's  men  and  peopled 
men ;  de  fhe^  is,  Mas«  Wtilie,  de  very  sight  ob  a  fat  steer,  or 
a  clobber  yonng  heifer,  naterally,  I  may  say,  tnms  an  honest 
codger  into  a  tief  J** 

*«  Take  care,  Ben.  If  the  soldier  should  hear  you  uttering 
any  tndi  seathaents  ?" 

*'  I  mms*  uttar  dem,  Mass  Willie,  kaise,  yon  see,  it's  de  on- 
natural,  Christian  tmte,  l*m  a»telling.  £bbry  «le  sodger  is 
betind  to  tief  chickens  and  cattle  when  de  chaince  is  good  jfor 
deaf  lag  out  a  henroost,  or  knocking  a^  young  sie^r  on  ^e  head. 
DeyVe  been  at  dis  work  yer  at  de  Barony,  a  leetle  too  often 
ob  late. to  please  de  ole  roanssa;  and  he  all  but  bile  ober  when 
he  hears  ob  it,  and  feels  de  fire  in  his  foot  dat  keeps  him  firom 
mounting  horse,  atvd  dribmg  6^  swamp  for  de  rapscallions.^' 

**  And  be  curses  the  whigs  accordingly  ?** 

**  Dat  he  does !  He  says  it's  all  owing  to  de  friends  of  liber- 
ty. Den  he  cusses  de  liberty,  and  den  he  grunts  and  says — 
'  And  my  own  son  !  my  own  son  !  He  to  take  up  arms  ag'in 
hie  king  and  country,  to  help  dese  rapscallions!'  But  he 
don't  cuss  you.  Mass  Willie — not  no !  be  don't  zatldy  do  dat!" 

••I  am  grateful  for  that,  Benny — rery  grateful;  but  I'm 
afraid  he  comes  monstrous  nigh  to  doing  so,  when  he's  boiling 
over." 

"Well,  1  reckon  he  would,  Willie  Sinclair — I  reckon  lie 
would,  ef  'twan't  for  an  angel,  dat  just  den  light  down  close  by 
his  slionlder,  and  puts  he  amis  round  he  ntck,  and  looks  inter 
he  fa6e  jest  so,  with  sich  a  smiling  and  sich  a  weeping  in  her 
eyes;  atid  sich  si^TOt  words  upon  her  mouth,  and  kisses  too,  dat 
hia  heiurt  gets  weakly  imd  saft,  and  she  stops  ^  cusses  on  his 
lipr;  afid  he  stops  Mlmg  o'^er,  and  forjgits  de  BrHish  and  de 
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wbigs  «nd  de  tori6»-^forgUs  everyiiug  biit  jest  what  de 
blessed  wbite  angel  happens  to  say  so  «aftly  in  his  eass.  Ah  i 
Mass  Willie,  dat's  a  bressed  crittttr,  to  be  a  woma&i  dat  suae 
gal  child,  Oarrie  Sinclair." 

''  Diear  Game !"  exclaimed  the  major  of  dragoons,  wbDe  he 
involuntarily  grasped  the  old  negro's  hand ;  and  a  silent  tear 
caddenly  gatbered  in  hia  eye,  hrigiit  and  clean  as  a.  pearl  of 
ocean  thrown  up  by  the  billows,  and  left  npon  the  beaten  shore 
in  the  8mile9  of  an  eyeniag  sunset  "  Dear  Oarrie !"  murmured 
the  youth,  "  Bat  you  remind  me,  Benny.  I  must  hucry  to  her 
and  to  the  :hou$o,  B^nny,  before  jtbe  day  opens  broadly  apoii 
ns." 

"  It's  about  day-breaking  now,  Mass  WilHe." 

"  Then  you  nuMt  atir  yourself,  old  fellow,  and  see  to  my  horse* 
and  see  to  the  bundles  on  his  back.  Put  away  the  aaak  of  pQw« 
der  and  iht  bi^Ueta  in  the  dd  hiding-^pkoe,  and  see  that  yon  hide 
my  horse  also.  He  must  not  go  into  the  stables.  In  laot,  it 
mu^t  not  be  known  on  the  plantation  that  I  am  here.  I  moat 
see  Carrie ;  bnt  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  let  my  &tber  soapeet 
my  presence.  I  am  pursoiBd, Benny,  atd  the  plantatkn  ise^ea 
now  under  the  close  watch  of  *  Hell-fire  Dick,'  and  a  portion  of 
his  gang." 

*'  Hell-five  Dick  !  He  'bout  yer  ag*in  1  Da's  de  same  r^K 
scallion  dat's  been  feeding  'pon  we  cattle.    I  sure  oh  it  l^' 

**  Yea  i  likely  enough.  He  is  certainly  here.  I  have  seen 
him  this  night.  J  ha^e  also  found  out  that  scamp,  Pete  Blod* 
git—" 

"  £nt^  I  bin  always  tell  you,  Fete  Blodgit's  a  great  rapacal^ 
lion,  and  no  better  dan  a  scamp  ?" 

**  J  know  it  now  t  But  I  have  laid  hi^  bare.  The  scoundrel 
would  hare  taken  my  life,  could  he  have  mustered  e<msii|ge  for 
it." 

'<He  no  hab  de  hewrt,  Mass  Willie.  He's  a  coward  an'  a 
rapscallion,    Hal  le'  me  put  finger  on  'em*" 

"  We  may  have  a  chance,  Beqny*  to  put  the  whole  hand  upon 
him,  BXkd  a  few  other  of  these  rascals.  They  were  all  on  my 
track  to-night ;  and  are  now  harboring  about  the  avenuei  aad 
skirtii^  the  low^  wo^ds.  They>  no  doabt,  believe  me  to  be 
still  belpw,  aii(\  t^  Wtttohing  there  for  my  approacji.    J  took 
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the  opposite  woods,  got  above  the  Barony,  and  came  down  by 
Henderson's  old  eattle-pen.  It  is  my  plan  now,  to  lie  still,  not 
to  be  seen  or  suspected  as  haying  reached  the  Barony ;  for  we 
know  not  what  these  rascals  would  have  the  andacity  to  attempt, 
now  that  they  believe  that  all  the  troops,  British  and  American, 
are  above  at  Ninety-Bi:^.  If  they  were  ^ure  of  my  presence  here, 
they  might  even  attempt  to  sack  the  Barony,  since  they  know 
that  I  have  a  considerable  sum  of  money  with  me." 

"Wha!  dey  'tack  de  Barony?  Le'  'em  try!  Enty  ole 
xHsnitayer,  aad  jtm,  jei,  and  me  yar ;  tmi  der'a  eome.  sebben 
car  eight  ob  wm  brack  people  isi  ain't  Taid  [afraid]  ob  de  mnsie 
wlun  de  bnlleti  fly ;  and  day  will  fight  Hhe  bressed  Tanmiits, 
jeat  wbenebber  maussa  say  de  word-  I^  we  hab  gnn  and 
p»toi  and  swode ;  and  enty  yon  bab  powder  and  biiUel  on  de 
faoBB  I    Le'  me  gone  for  'em  right  away  V 

**  Do  so,  Benny ;  but  first  go  and  waken  np  little  Peter,  and 
let  khn  open  tke  honse^oor  to  me,  so  that  I  can't  be  kept  wait* 
ing  ovtside  where  I  may  be  seen.  And  bring  Tiger  with  yon, 
so  tbat  I  may  renew  my  acquaintance  with  brai  here^  lest  he 
shimld  fly-  o«t  upon  me,  and  alarm  the  neighborhood  with  his 
baridng*" 

**  I  goney  maussa." 

Soon,  the  faithful  negro  reappeared,  bringing  the  powerftil 
watchdog,  an  animal  with  a  croea  of  the  Englisk  bull  upon  the 
Irish  wolf-dog,  broad  bullet-head,  lion  neck,  ample  chest,  short, 
w^l^inewed  legs,  and  a  sbort  hair  that  lay  smooth,  and  always 
looking  moist,  dose  to  bra  skin.  The  fierce  beast  leaped  to  the 
caraaaes  of  bis  yoong  master,  with  a  loving  whdne,  knnwing  bim 
at  a  glance.  Together,  the  two,  the  major  and  the  dogv  stol) 
away  to  the  dwelling,  while  Ben  proceeded  to  pnt  his  young 
master's  horse,  and  the  several  burdens  which  he  bore,  in  sev- 
eral places  of  security. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

CUPID  A\D   CUPIDITY. 

Our  nmjor  of  dragoons  found  no  impedimeMt  in  c&cting  kis  m* 
trmce  into  the  dwelling.  He  wsb  met  at  tiie^oor  and  w^oeiaed 
hy  little  Peter,  wko  ^od  in  waiting,  hia  eyea  not  Mtfy  opened* 
and  hs  conseionneaa  but  partially  exeited.  Idt^  Peter  was  m 
fellow  more  tbaa  six  feet  higb  :  bnt  his  growth^  however  great, 
never  enabled  him  to  outgrow  the  diminmtnre  epithet  whidi  haSed 
his  pony  advent  into  life.  The  little  stodc  to  him  even  when 
he  had  grown  into  a  giant.  Hu  wor&d,  not  nnlikie  that  of  inoal 
great  men,  was  tenacious  ef  the  disparaging  epithet  by  which 
his  greatness  stood  rebuked:;  and  seemed  resolved  never  to 
recognise  a  growth  which  exposed  so  completely  the  absurdity 
of  their  premature  judgment  in  his  case.  Neither  the  n^;ro 
nor  the  white  world  is  pleased,  at  any  time,  to  acknowledge 
that  its  sagacity  has  been  at  f»idt,  in  failing  to  conceive  the 
great  capabilities  o{  its  own  monbers,  while  they  ore  yet  only 
in  tlie  gristle. 

Though  only  half  awake,  little  Peter  grasped  his  yoang  mat* 
ter*8  hand  with  an  motion  which  showed  that  the  boyish  rda** 
tions  of  the  two  had  been  equally  pleasant  and  fituniUar ;  and 
our  mnyof  of  dragoons  i^qpuited  the  gripe  in  a  way  to  satisfy  aU 
the  social  sympathies  in  iJbe  negro's  heart . 

"Berry  grad  for  see  yon,  Mass  Willie.  €hrad  yen  comA. 
Exceedant  berry  grad  for  see  you." 

"  Thank  you,  Peter ;  and  I  am  glad  to  see  you !  Why,  boy^ 
are  you  never  to  stop  growing?  You  are  half  a  head  taller 
than  your  master.    Are  you  not  ashamed  to  grow  so  tall  t" 

Peter  answered  with  a  satisfied  grin. 

"  Now,  Peter,  remember  one  thing.  You  are  not  to  say  a 
word  to  any  living  soul  about  my  being  here — not  even  to 
yonr  wife !     Do  yon  hear  that.  Peter  '** 
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f'Hak  firew  Qod,  MftM  If'ilKai  I  lun'^  «pt  no  irife  yiti 
Hope  foi  hah-one  aekne  i^jt  ^md  ef  you  be  so  good«  Mass  Willie^ 
to  aay  ck^gooA  wad  for  m«  to  Mis^  Gfirrie,  and  mek  'em  le'  me 
hab  OottgarBeRolly,  wba'  iraii  on  ero-r-' — ** 

"  Well,  wby  AbooUB't  yoa  have  Congax^  Polly,  if  you  ar« 
both  Nrifikigr' 

**  Ba«  wh&'  I  say,  manasa." 

^  Sbe's  not  too  good  for  you»  Peter -^iMrtianly  not  too  handr 
eome." 

*^  Ooo^aoree  Polly  mi^^  good  locking  gal,  mnvaaa." 

^  Than  sbe  hbsnadevgone  «  maryirilena  imp»>¥ement,  Peter, 
Mce  yoandl£  fiat*  if  yon  are  satisfied*  ao  lam  I;  and  I  wiB 
report  your  widias  to  my  sister.  But  I  remember  Conga- 
Tee  Poily  onijF  as  one  of  the  most  a^^kwAid  dneatures  on 
the  plantation,  and  wondmred  thet  Carrie  took  her  into  the 

^  Pally  mi^y  smart  «id  aoramptious,  Maas  WUlie." 
^  I  don't  doubt  the  ^  scranptioust'  Peter,  and  it  may  be  that 
aba  baa  acfnired  the  'smani'  too;  but  the  beauty  is  quite  an- 
other thing.  Hewerer,  if  yon  reaUy  wiab  to  be  a  maanfied  man» 
jmd  ahe  anila  you,  therie  ean  be  no  otjieation ;  pi^ovided  she 
iiaaices  Bene*  I  w^  let  my!  sister  bear  of  it  In  1^  meantimot 
FaSar,  do  yd^  reawmber  thaS  I  aoi  io  be  ber^  in  seeret-— no- 
body^ i«  to  know,  not  ewi  Congaree  PoUyY  imtess  sbe  gets  the 
Haet  tmm  nya^  or  my  sister ;  and  that  she  will  do,  only  because 
tfae-anatiar  can  not  well  be  kept  firom  her,  A^weret  never  im- 
pttoives  its  tiompkldon  by  unnecessarily  nnoovering  ita  bead. 
Look  yomr  door  again,  Peter*  Let  Tiger  remniii  with  me  for  a 
H^ile.    He  will  be  qniat  here." 

And  the  negro  proceedad  about  fans  bonse  afiairs;  and  the 
major  ef  dvagoonf,  followed  closely  by  Tigar,  passed  into  the 
interior  of  the  house  with  quiet  footsteps,  and  a  degree  of  con- 
fid«iiea^wkiahahowed  bolfa  parties  to  be  eqaally  fSuniiiar  with 
all  its  recesses.  Sinclair,  wearing  Indian  boots — inoceasins 
and  llsggins  of  bndkdDin-^aWoke  no  echoes  by  his  tread;  and 
the  feet  of  Tiger,  as  if  emulous  of  his  master's  stealthy  progress, 
UrmB'ctA  down  as  if  be  trod  on  Tohiet.  The  major  passed  the 
chamber  in  the  upper  stoiy,  in  which  his  fath^  tlopt*  w|th  ijg- 
craaa>#'aantiofl.o<  ao«attent*;aiidrwant  tejj^thgr  Jn^lei^  to 

4» 
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that  wbicli  bis  sister  o^t^ied,  at  the  end  «f  the  jmteagei  *  Tap- 
ping at  the  door  lightly,  he  was  promptly  iMard  within. 

**  Who  iff  that — Polly?"  wa#  a^ed)  in  the  weU^remcmbered 
accents  of  his  sister.  Another  tap  answered  her,  and  m  whittle 
through  the  keyhole,  which  she  readily  recognised. 

**  Willie  I  Can  it  be  Willie?"  were  the  words  vOaeb  difr> 
tinctly  reached  the  ears  of  the  maj<yr.  He  whittled  again;  and 
then  the  voice  whispered  to  hhn  through  the  keyhole  i-«^ 

"  Wait  a  moment,  Willie,  till  I  throw  on  my  gown." 

He  had  not  long  to  wait.  The  door  was  8o4n  {jfoatit  and 
the  brother  amd  sister  were  instantly  wvapped  in  a  loving  em- 
brace ;  and  little  Lottie  (Charlotte),  a  girloften  yeani,ifbUowed 
for  her  embrace  also;  and,  for  a  few  momenis,  the. joy  of  the 
meeting,  after  a  long  interval  of  absence  and  danger,  kept  all 
the  parties  from  the  eicptiessiott  of  their  feelings  in-  speech. 
Meanwhile,  we  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  Carrie  Biwdair 
was  a  tall  ft^sh  beauty  of  the  Momde  4Mrder,aad  little  Lottie  was 
very  much  like  her ; — **  with  a  differenee"  of  course.  Both  had 
very  feir  complexions,  and  very  long,  silken,  brawa  hak,  and 
Carrie  had  large  swimming  blue  eyes,  and  a  soft,  small'deli- 
eious  moiftthg  that  seemed  gushing  with  led  blood,  even  ^ui  an 
Indian  peach  whose  cheeks  yim  have  paiied*  wiA  an  eager 
knife.  Willie  SHnclaur  watched  the  twe,  perased  tiiem»  we  MBAf 
say,  with  iirfWBt  the  fondness  of  a  lover.  And  very  prectooe 
indeed  were  they  to  his  l«ve.  The  ties  of  affeetioQ  whieh  aai- 
ted  their^  hearts  were  of  the  lenderest  sort,  sueb  aa  had  sever 
been  sundered,  or  even  iho€Jced,for  a  single  instanUfeom  the 
happy  hours  of  their  innocent  childhood  to  the  present  moment. 

And  few  words  were  spoken  for  «  delaciona  Internal.  They 
W^re  content  to  gasfe  into  each  other's  eyea^  and  Ui  fce)  the 
pressure  of  each  other's  hands.  The  diadogne  waa  DMuiaared 
rather  than  spoken* 

«'  Oh !  WUKe,  I  am  so  happy  that  i  «ee  yon  agfetin^  and.  Mfb, 
and  welll" 

<*  And  I  am  00  happy  whea  I  get  bade  to  the  Barcmf ,  and 
find  you  vlthotlt  change,  Carrie.'* 

"And  yon  have  come  mow  toi stay  with  un,  Brotbea  Willie f' 

■aid  licB^  Lottie.  . ^       ^ 

' '  4^^tlwuk^Ma-tea«,  vhMe  hia  tocdbtfa»  oUldointtf jU»«iaee 
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^Bot  ft.tliHfei¥bUe,J;i6ttie<   >W«r<  suffers  no  long  re^oge  to 
the  soldier." 

"JBut  the  wars;  will  so^n  be  oter^  BrotliBr  Willie.  Papa  says 
.  tbat  tbe  kiag's  troofa  will  beai  your  soldiers  oat  o£  the  eo«m« 

'*  I  lw>pe  ntt,  Lottie,  and  think  not  I-^aad  so/'-^-^taming  to 
Garrie,  **  so,  he  has  a  touch  of  the  goat  at  Ahis  nuMaent}" 

"  Ye8>  a  ptetiy  severe  one  Aoo." 

'*  A  bad  season  for  sbowinig  Aij'selfj before  bini,  Oaxrie." 

Garrie  looked  anxious,  but  she.did.jiot  answer;  and,  after  a 
brief  pause,  she  contrived  tOisandl^Dttie  out  of:  th«  i^Mstment ; 
.'tlie  BM^  wavning  the  ehikl  rimt  she' was,  on  no  account,  or  to 
tmyhody,  to  tnentioQ  that  he  was  in  ;the, boose." 

"  Not  to  papa,  Brother  Willie  V  asked  the  child. 

.*«<Not  evento  papa,  little  Lottie.  Leave  me  to  do  tbatmyself, 
wben  the  tive.  oiunes/' 

The  childy  rewarded  by  another  kiss  iroin  .her  l«otber»  dis- 
appeared* rand,  with  her  depdrtur^  the  dialogue  becatne  more 
£ree  botveenrthe  elder  sisfeer  and  the  brother. 

"  Whether  I  shall  show  myself  at  prjes^nt  to'im^  £»tbee»  Car- 
rie, moat  depend  upon  yonr  report.!  His.  gout  tfriHTadd/to  the 
enfoaaraastaoftta  between  m^  aad  tfa^fdiffiidulty  bf  ai'Oidittg^'pain- 
..firflangnAgew  ^  i<^  I  fisarMboit  IMe;  reooaioilad ;  aad.the  Ah- 
flnrd  -notioti/ that  he  entovlaiiia#  that  oar  eaaae  is  &Uing,  will 
noake  him  more  unreasonable  and  unreasoning.  The  reUef  of 
'  Niii6l(f*Six/.  the  vfettneat  of  Ghredne  hefoffelUMv^doOrthe  skrival 
e£ Aew  ttooffl^  three  ireth  nagiiatnlB  fv^m  LeUndi  all  of  whidi 
he  probably4inewa»  hftve.oontnhfntedi  no  d^nH,  to  £»riify  him 
in  his  convictions  that  our  cau^e  is. ii^eU> nigh  prostrated.'* 

"  Such  ib/,bcnltaitil3i,l  theoasoir  WiUie,''  sbidtthe  sifeteir,  with  a 
mournful  shake  of  the  head.     Th4$  brother  aonilnlii^^^ 

'*  He-  does  not  know*  as  yet*  peiiiaps,  that  S^wdon  has,  iu 
tiim«  been  etopelled  teratreat  ;jthat*iNinety-8ix.'ha8  beeniera^- 
natad  almoafc  as  book  as  ralie^T^  ; '  tiiat  the  Irisb  troo^  oait  not 
be  trusted ;  aiidr  that  the  paiftisans  are  every  day  inorea^ng  in 
.  Bumber,  tar  apirtt  and  oonjBdealbe»  and^  trader  new .  leaders*  hith- 
erto noknoraniv  are  slartiikg  npv  on  all  sides,  like>the  lirmed  m«n, 
^oatihefeatlbh  ef^beidcdgonf  In  hrieft  mjrdeaa^Oanaei  onr 
Mittse  in  Carolina  was  never  so  prosperous  in  prosper  Jitfoiie 
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W«  have  passed  oar  darkest-day*  We  are  alMlH  to  eiijog^  the 
new  dawn." 

*'  Not  a  word  of  this  does  he  imew,  and»  I  may  gay,  Willie* 
thai,  in  his  present  eondhions  aed  mood,  Qot  a  vottl  is  he  likely 
to  believe.  He  thinks  the  triumph  of  the  British  arms  certafal ; 
and  waSrOT^y  yesterday,  making  it  a  sabject  ^  discassion  —  I 
suppose  ohieAy  to  worry  me-^  whether,  it  heoaMe  hhn,«g  a  true 
subject,  and  as  an  honorable  man,  to  interfere  iiFith  a  petition 
to  Lord  iRawdon,  in  your  behalf,  in  anticipation  ^  ymit  eaptiv- 
i^,  trial  and  doom,  as«  traitor." 

The  najor  of  dragoons  kiughed  merrily. 

^  Why  this  is  worse  than  ever,  Oarrie.  The  sappesed  aae- 
cesses  of  the  British  arms  ought  rather  to  put  him  in  hetter 
humor." 

"  So  it  would,  Willie>  no  dodbt,  bad  it  not  been  for  die  dis- 
covery which  he  has  lately  made  of  your  visits  to  a  plaee  <nitlie 
Edistoy  called  iHoilyJ>aiew" 

^Hah  !^'  was  the  sudden  exclamation  of  the  m^er,  whih  a 
warm  suffusion  passed  over  his  cheeks.  The  akrter  heheld  tiih» 
and  said  T^proachftilly  t«^ 

"  Al»i  Willie,;  there  is  a  seevet  yon  h»re  kept  lirom  metf' 

^'  Not  wUlitigiy.  Not  with  any  purpose  ef  coneeaknent^  dear 
Oarrie.  i  meant  that  yon  ehoiM  know  all  In  season.  Bnttnllme 
-^what  has  my  Either  heard,  and  itwt  whean  t    Who  hae  baan 

^^Yottrnum,  Ballon,  was  beret  andltlniA  that  aqmedilnjp 
dropped  fk^m  him  that  led  ^fol^Mv  te  sdspect  Afbcrward^  there 
eame  a  certain  Gaptain  Trarris,  an  eldeidy  pereoa  ■■  <*^ 

"Ah '.—indeed!    He  here  1»* 

'•  Who^  it  seems,  Is  the  propmlor  ef  ^  HdUy-iMe.'^ 

«' What  iid  he  come  for  r^hastily. 

*« I  did  notleam ;  but  i^i^er  and  hiaiaetf  ^ere  deeeted  to- 
gether for  a  conple  of  hours.  I  saw  tbeai  when  tkey  Ibet  mat 
in  1^  hall.    They  seemed  to  have  knewm  each  other  befbre/' 

•^  They  served  together  >in  the  (Hierokee  war.'^ 

"^  It  was  very  evideiik  to  me  that  ftudier  did  net  like  the  nmn, 
nor  did  I  l-*«-be  seemed  a  sly>  se^fi^  fanfnbig  soit  iof  perso&» 
with  a  mean  earriag6»  a  sinister  lodk»  and  a .  stesifthljDamtd&ia 
motiiKiJt.^.  .  ..-'...       .'  ..»v J  .r    . 
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«<  A  tree  pietare-^rtoo  tnle  r 

**  When  he  wtta  goio»*^9(ad  1  tra»  not  present  when  he  went 
•^1  foiuwl  father  Ml  e£  apa^e  nA  iBdi)^n«tion.*  He  spoke  of 
this  C^pHiH  Tiaviii  at  a  mean*  m^Bey^loritig  mieer^  who  was 
m4Nr^  thafi  tfnajpected  .o£  peenlatioii  in  the  oemitiissary  depart- 
ment duriiBii^  tbe  Cherokee  war.** 

Th^  ebeek  and  btow  of  the  majw  again  flvdiei  and  redden- 
ed, 4Bd}  he  r^Nie.  £roim  his  aeat^  and  paced  the.  room.  Hb  sister 
paused  ajid  wntebed  him.  He.  retorned  to  his  seat  alter  an  ef- 
ft)st,  add  said  quietly  *-^ 

**  Go  on,  Carrie,  with  yonr  story." 

^','Didyoa.Bia|!^  tbatfsllew,  Oantief  said  my  father  to  me  on 
my  return  to  the  room,  when  the  guest  had  departed,-^*  did 
you  mack  his  mean»  avwrieiotis  aiptiet^  his  ratlike  avidity  of  ex- 
pression, his  catlibe,steaUhy  movements^  -^the  hatefUl  emtning 
ill  liis  eyesy  the  sly,  sneaking  insiMiatii^  tones  of  hk  roiee,— 
the^  utter  baseness  i»  e¥ery  thing  about  him  V  " 

"  Well  I .  go  on,"  said  tbe  major,  looking  gloomy. 

"  Sueh  wfs  his  question.  Of  course,  I  said  as  little  as  possi- 
ble,  seeing  his  humor,  and  knowing  nothing  about  the  person, 
who — I  reaUy  felt—- was  any  tiding  but  prepossessing  in  ap« 
pearance.  .'  That  fellow,'  he  continued,  '-has  made  a  fortune  by 
peeulation.  He  has  large  estates — lands,  negroes,  and  I  sup* 
pose  money.  But  he  is  a  seo«ndrel-*-<and  knoWs  that  I  know 
him  to  be  one  I  I  spurned  him,  aseuch,  when  we  served  togeth- 
er among  the  Cherokees ;  and,  but  for  that  rebellious  son  of 
mine,  he  never  would  have  dwred  to  show  his  laoe  in  my  house ! 
Well !  this  wretch,  this  roptileb  has  the  audacity,  under  the 
sanction  of  my  own  blood— ^ my  own  son — to  come  here  and  pro- 
pose an  alliai^  with  my  family*  What  do  you  think  of  that  V 
said  he." 

*'  I  never  gave  any  such,  sanetioa :  —  I  never  authorised  any 
i«uch  {proposal: — I  never  spoke  one  sy  liable  to  Captain  Travis 
on  the  subject." 

Such  was  the  hasty  speech  of  the  Major  of  Dragoons. 

,  "Oh !.  I'm  so  glad,  WilUOf  to  bea^yousay  so  I  "-,-*  exclaimed 

Oarrie — "for,  of  a  truth,  brothiwr,  I  have  rarely  seen  father  in 

such  a  passion  aa  he  was  put  by  the  proposals  of  this  person. 

Ft^bwugl '.  on  him  ibii  laa  -ittoekjof  gout.    Oh !  if  yom  can- only 
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tell  him  tha>.  you  never  antborized  tliit  p^rBon— tlmt  yen  fcave 
no  idea  of  the  young  wosBan,  his  daughter— — -•• 

**  Alas !  sitter  mine,  I  ean  say  Da  sn^  thing  f"  answered  the 
youth,  with  an  effort  to  speak  gayly.  *<  I  ean  say  thsi  I  sane- 
tioned  none  <rf  Captain  Travis's  pvooeedings — ih$t  I  a«thorixed 
him  to  speak  for  me  in  nothing !  But  I  confess  to  ycm,  Oanrie, 
my  love,  that  I  have  a  serious  4dea  of  his  daughter ;  and  that 
though  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  fkther--^iiay,  think  of 
him  very  -mnoh  as  our  fkther  doeS)*^yet  I  should  w^come  an 
alliance  with  his  daughter,  as  one  of  the  sftost  grateM  of  all 
mortal  acquisitions." 

**  Oan  it  be  possible,  brother,  that  you  wt>i:M  marry  into  such 
a  low  family  V 

"  I  do  not  marry  the  fkiaily  I  Besides,  Oarrie,  the  fkmOy  is 
nU  low  i  The  mother  was  a  Fei^^usson  of  St.  Thomas's,  and 
a  fine  woman.  The  daughter  is  as  noble  and  sweet  a  creature 
as  may  be  found  anywhere  between  the  Peedee  and  the  Sa- 
vannah. She  will  do  no  discredit  to  any  family  in  tiie  country ; 
and,  once  for  all,  hear  it  from  me,  Oarrie,  I  shall  never  be  the  man 
to  sacrifice  the  best  feelings  of  my  own  heart,  and  the  best  daims 
in  the  heart  and  form  of  woman,  to  the  prejudices  of  caste  and 
society,  which  perpetually  fluctuate  in  position,  and  just  as 
frequently  exhibit  baseness  as  nobility,  in  the  elements  which 
they  fo8ter,  and  upon  which  tbey  pride  themselves  V 

"  But  you  surely,  Willie,  acknowledge  the  claim  of  caste  and 
society  V* 

**  To  be  sure  I  do,  Oarrie ;  but  not  when  they  err,  and  do 
wrong  to  claims  which  are  not  less  legitimate  than  their  own ! 
I'll  tell  you  where  they  err,  Oarrie ;  in  their  inflexible  resolve 
never  to  recognise  those  exceptional  cases  which  are  rightly 
acknowledged  always,  as  such,  even  when  we  obey  the  rule. 
Caste  and  class  properly  pride  themselves  upon  the  habitual  re- 
finements of  mind  and  moral,  acquired  in  long  periods  of  time. 
This  constitutes  then:  just  claim  to  authority ;  and  they  rightly 
hold  themselvee  aloof  firom  associations  with  o^her  classes,  who 
do  not  know,  and  do  not  properly  value  tiiese  refliiements.  But 
there  is,  here  and  there,  a  natural  nobility  hi  individuals,  which 
overrides  the  law,  and  demands  recognition.  There  are  persons 
to  whom  refinement  is  aan^v^-^who  are  hom  nobles — deKcata 
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and  juit  In  sentixneot,  tnagQaQimoiis  in  aoiil,  gonerous  in  courage, 
endowed  wiih  noble  ialentor  and  deroted  io  noble  purposes,  it 
is  the  duty  of  an  aristoeiAoy  to  acknowledge  all  snck  persons,  as 
soon  as  found,  and  take  tkem  kvin^jinto  their  embrace,  and 
seek  to  do  them  honor ;  and  there  is  a  twofold  wisdom  in  doing 
80*  ainee  we  thns  add  to  our  own  resources  of  society*  and  in^ 
crease  our  influence  upon  mankind  at  large.  Bat  claases  are 
apt  to  show  tkemaelyes  too  jealous  of  positien«  and  too  slow  to 
recognise  these  occasional  daims  ef  the  individual.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  they  make  him  hostile;  and  he  will  bring  his 
natural  powers  to  bear  against  them  "-^  will  expoee  their  weak- 
nesses, and  revenge  upon  them  his  own  hurts  of  sel^-esteem-^ 
an  injustice  thait  always  avenges  itself  upon  the  wrong^doer  ^ 
and,  in  the  end,  we  pay  a  double  penaky;  fmreed  »ot  only,  at 
last,  to  acknowledge  the  claims  to  which  we  unwisely  epposed 
ourselves  at  firsts  biit  to  pay  them  tribute  also,  aaid  to  submit  to 
an  authority  which  becomes  exacting  and  despotic  in  proportion 
to  the  tenacity  with  which  it  has  been  resisted  and  denied*  No 
one^  moore  highly  than  myself' esteei&s  the  claims  of  aeeisil  oaste« 
It  is  a  natural  condition,  and  righHy  poasesses  authority )  but, 
GK>d  fbrbid !  that  I  should  snlknly  and  sternly  n^eot  the  occa* 
sional  individual,  whose  personal  claimfl  put  bim  above  bis  con- 
dition in  society  1  He  haa  reeeived  ftxNn  nature  his  badgea  of 
sobiHty,  and  society  is  simply  ridiculous  when  it  opposes  Itself 
to  the  credentials. which  come  patent  from  the  hands,  of  Qod 
himself!  Be  assured  that,  in  all  sueh  conflicts,  the  class  refo- 
atng  to  acknowledge  the  individual  only  proves  itself  vnworthy, 
and  perils  all  the  securitiea  upon  whi^  it  prides  itself." 

**  And  is  thb  young  lady  so  attractive— ^  so  refined  and  intel- 
lectual, Willie  r 

^  I  am  a  lover,  Oanie,.  yom  kno|w,  and  may  be  held  to  be 
somewhat  blind,  and  sometwhat  extravagant;  but,  making  all 
allowance,  for  that  amiable  insanity  which  sees  nothing  but 
perfection  in  the  creature  whom  it  loves,  I  am  free  to  declare 
that  I  hold  Bertha  Travis  to  be  one  of  the  most  gentle,  pure, 
refined,  and  beantifal  creatures  thftt  was  ever  bom  under  the 
blessed  vault  of  heaven !" 

Carrie  took  the  hand  of  her  brother  into  her  own,  andj 
smiliag-aweetly,  said-^ 
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"  How  I  loBg  to  see  «id  know  her  1  Bertba !  It «  «  pretty 
•but  an  im^Eon^mr  naaiie.  It  4s  a'  f  ky « if  one  so  lieatt tifti)^  gentie. 
and  welUeudowed,  sbo^d  be  Boomed  because  of  her  (anily.'* 

**  She  shall  not  be  scorned,  Oavrte>  by  me,  or  by  any  whose 
respect  I  can  compel,^  anaweved  the  ma|or  of  dragoons,  witb 
the  air  of  a  man  who  had  long  been  exercised  in  the  f^peedom 
of  a  perfect  will.     He  continued**** 

"  I  am  sorry  Uiat  the  matter  lias  been  prematurely  brc^cen  to 
my  father.  This  is  not  the  time  for  it.  And  wily  Oaptain 
Trayis  shonld  haye  broached  kf  jnst  new,  I  can  not  so  well 
diyise.  He  bad  not  only  ne^utberity  from  me  to  speak  of  it» 
bat  I  iiave  never  once  spoken  with  him  abotit  it^  indeedt  be- 
.tweeM  the  fiitber  and  myseM  t^iere  ^las  beenao  oordial  intimacy. 
But  be  is  a  shrewd  psikioiant.and  there  are  signs  in  the  horison 
ibr  which  I  suppose  hwi  to  be  prepantng.  There  are,  indeed, 
certain  influSAces  acting  npon  him,  which  be  eitber  ean  net  ve- 
sist,  or  the  conflict  with  which  be  would  escape.  He  wondd,  i 
(£Kncy,  cheerlblly  atty^kimsetf  with  our  "fsmiiyy  in  iiie  hepe  to 
aeqnise  e<|nal  position  and  aeenrity.  This  movement  pre^se 
,tAmt  he  sees  Jthe  decline  of  the  British  pewer  1" 

*'  Father  spoke  of  him  as  one  who  teaUy  cased  nothing  for 
etthw  party,  or  as  inclining  rather  to  the  American  oanse,  but 
driving  m  good  trade  mder  faver  of  the  British." 

'*  I  beliere  it ;  and  the  qnestiof  with  him  now,  is,  nader 
which  play  oaa  he  be  most  aeonre,  while  reefining  die  moat 
pvoits  1  Tbe  qiMStion  leads. to  other  iuAmenees,  whidhtde  net 
}eaire  bin  quite  as  ifree  as  he  ooald  wish  to  be«  He  bas  asne 
entanglements -«-*iba8  some  dangecons  secvets  abroad  tn  other 
hands— *-and  there  is-one:wfaom  be  well  Juiews  wdold isa&ifice 
him  without  scruple,  and  destroy  him  with  the  BcitiAi*  unieae 
be  can  pacify  hinu.  This  person  is  mjr  danger  also-*— my  black 
dog,  that  haunts  me  with  a  fear.  In  b? ie£  Oaorcie*  this  pexaoa 
is  my  rival !" 

'*  Ah !  for  the  affections  of  Bertha  V 

*' Precisely  I  And  you  can  now  conjectare  ^e  motive  of 
Oaptain  Travb  in  broaching  to  HUf  father  the  enlgeet  ef  an  aUi* 
ance  with  his  house." 

"  I  do  not  see,  Willie." 

"  Simp]^'.  then,  there  is  a  certain  RicbaMl  Ingishaeit,  a  catp^ 
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ub  of  lojalnis,  wbo  is  a  stiitMr  for  tfie  hatid  of  BtrtlML  Oap^ 
tain  Travis  would  rather  tiiat  fAie  i^oiikl  aUy  herself  with  cor 
family  than  widr  his,  sinee  his  ot%in  is  rather  hmnble.  Bnt 
Inglefaardt  has,  I  suspect,  found  the  secret  of  Travis's  dealings 
with  both  parties.  The  positive  rejection  ef  his  suit,  by  Tra- 
vis^ wocild  lead  to  the  rain  of  the  latter.  To  save  himself,  be 
would  unite  with  our  people,  if  we  would  guaranty  him  pre- 
t^ctTon.  An  atliaftee  iHth  taet  h^  thinks^  wbidd  seeire  it*  tor 
him.  To  arrange  for  this  object,  has  been,  I  saspect,  the  cause 
of  his  visit  to  my  fhther.  He  has  wished  to  sound  and  fsel  his 
way.  He  is  emmently  cautious  and  cvnnttig.  What  he  haa 
said  I  can  only  conjecture ;  but;  in  all  prohability;  vet  suspect* 
ing  my  father's  loyalty,  or  lie  intensity  of  it,  he  has  too  freely 
shown  his  band ;  an  indiscretion  io  which  my  father's  reserved 
demeanor — the  consequence  of  his*  dislike  for  the  man->^iiR^ 
probably  driven  him.  How,  Travis  sees,  as  weH  as  anyboay. 
the  precarious  condition  of  British  power  in  the  country.  He 
is  preparing  accordingly.  He  has  shown  his  opinions,  on  this 
subject,  to  my  father,  who,  of  course,  thinks  nothing  of  tlie  kind ; 
and  the  result  has  been  the  explosion  which  you  heard. 

*' And  this  Eicliard  Inglehardt;   what  sort  of  person  is  he? 
Hiive  yon  any  reason  to  think  that  Bertha ** 

She  paused.     The  question  she  was  about  to  ask  might  be  a 
disquieting,  as  it  was  a  delicate  one. 

"  Ah  !  my  black  dog  !  Well,  let  me  do  the  scoundrel  justice. 
He  is  a  scoundrel,  but  one  whom  you  must  respect  for  the 
strength  that  is  in  him.  He  is  a  good-looking  fellow ;  dark  of 
feature,  with  long,  wild,  black  hair,  glossy  and  rich ;  eyes  in- 
tensely keen  and  piercing,  but  of  icy  coldness ;  of  good,  well- 
made  figure,  and  graceful ;  quiet  and  subdued  of  manner ;  slow 
and  circumspect ;  mild  and  amiable  of  demeanor ;  but  savage, . 
selfish,  of  a  bloody  recklessness  of  mood,  who  keeps  no  faith 
with  any  when  his  own  policy  seems  to  counsel  falsehood,  and 
one  who  is  as  tenacious  of  pursuit  as  the  devil  of  his  victim. 
Mentally,  ho  is  shrewd,  quick,  keen,  and  though  but  imperfect- 
ly educated,  yet  ready  and  intelligent.  He  is  a  person  whose 
hostility  compels  great  caution,  if  not  fear.  He  is  a  good  sol* 
dier,  commands  a  smart  company  of  rangers,  and  is  bravo 
Miiongh,  and  bold  enough,  whenever  he  finds  his  profit  in  it 
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H«  lias  known  Bertba  Travis  fr<Nn.  childhood.    B\a  &tiie.r  was 
a  small  Ikitoh  faitneor  in  the  same-  o^igjbborhofod/' 

"Truly,  Willie,  a  formidable  rival.  But  ahe---Bertba— 
how  does  slie  like  him  ?     Does  she  incline  to  either,  Willie  t'* 

"  Ah  I  Carrie,  you  will  know  it  all,  i  see !  Well*  then,  I 
may  tell  you,  once  for  all,  that  I  have  no  longer  cause  to  fea* 
with  her.     She  is  mine,  Caiiie*— ^mine !" . 

And  Carrie  laughed  detighte^lyt  as  aha  again  Qung  her  arms 
round  her  brother's  neckt  tnd  kisaed  him. 

**  And  now,  Carrie,  let  me  throw  ipyself  itpoa  your  bed,  and 
snatch  a  ooupte  of  homes'  sleep.  .Th^t  will  suffice^  and  brmg  us 
to  your  breakfost-h^^ur.  I  hi^TQ  much  more  to  ^11  jou,  but 
must  not  begin  now.  I  muatsle^  child,  now,  or  I  shall  be 
only  half  able  to  do  t^e  woi^  that  ie^  before  me.  See  that  you 
Keep  fast  the  door,  and,; foe  the  present,  keep  as  secret  as  pgvri- 
hie  thd  iaet  that  I  am  here.    Mu^  depends  on  it.' 
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CHAPTtiE  IX; 

PAITtt   AND   EfefiAKPAST. 

For  two  hours  exactly,  cfid  Willie  Sinclair  sleep.  He  was 
\itttppedin*sl«nl)er  as  s^on  a»  Imb  had  laid  himself  down^  and 
iiwoke  at  the  destgnated  time  of  liiMtation.  Such  ia  the  result 
of  military  habit.  Sleep  *whtik> yon  can,  and  wake  alwAjA 
w^n  yt^n  will  \  Carrie  wae  absent rwben  he  awakened^  and  he 
had  time  to  perform  his  ablutions  before  she  reappeaiwd.  >  At 
her  return  it  wiasTcry  natural  that 'she  ebonld  resume  the  sub- 
ject of  his  wooing^r  and  of  the  daaoe^  he  had  won.  When  was 
a  Kttle  bit  of  domestic  history,  having  lor  its  theme  a  lore  bai> 
den,  ever  an  nngratefol  sobject  in  youthful  ears  ?  But^in  Oar* 
rie  Stnclalr'Ss  case,  it  was  the  curiosity  of  a  loving  snter  that 
sought'  for  his  seeret,  and  not  an  idle  brain,  or  a  silly  fancy ;  and 
she  welcomed  all  his  confideneea  with  e  genial  love.  The  nat-* 
ural  satisfttotion,  nay,  exnltAtiony  whieh  he  had  displayed  in  re* 
vealing  bis  triumph,  ia  the  story  of  his  awscesaful  wooing,  was 
fsndly  i  encountered  by  die  syvipathiftS  of  his  sister.  Carrie 
Bitiolair  had  no  s«ofa  pvejudieeB  as  £Ued.  hei*  lather's  bosom, 
against  4ibe  £«M^  of  the  feunily  in  which  ber  brother  found  his 
sweetheart.  At  all  events,  her  prejudices  were  not  deop-ro6ted^ 
and  constituted  a  sentiment  rather  than  a  feeling  ot  a  principle. 
She  readily  believed:  that  the  lady  whom  Willie  Iwd  elMwen  was 
worthy  to  be  her  sister ;  and  all  the  social  barriers  which  she 
fiincied  had  really  existed  between  her  family  and  that  into 
which  he  proposed  to  marry,  were  dissipated  by  a  breath.  She 
took  WilKe's  hand  into  her  own,  and  pressing  it  fondlyy  ex- 
ekdmed:'*-* 

"  I  must  know  her,  Willie.  I  feel  that  I  shall  love  her  very 
much.  Hew  can  I  ebe/than  love  the  woman  whom  you  love  ? 
But  it  wdll  be  a  long  strug^  befiore  you  can. overcome  the 
prejudices  of  papa.    You  don*t  know  bow. angry  the  report 
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made  bim ,  how  bitterly  be  spoke  of  Bertba,  and  yon,  and  G«p« 
tain  Travis.  He  bas  sncb  a  bad  opinion  of  bim,  that  I  fear  it 
will  be  impossible  to  reconcile  bim  to  tbe  match." 

"  Never  you  fear,  Carrie !  Our  good  father  is  violent  rather 
than  steadfast.  He  blazes  out  into  a  passion,  yet  very  soon  for- 
gets tbe  passion ;  and  where  a  passion  is  unreasonable,  or  where 
it  is  founded  on  an  error,  it  is  vef y  apt  to  bum  out  very  soon  in 
sncb  a  nature  as  his.    Besides*  when  be  once  knows  Bertha " 

"But  bow  is  be  to  know  her,  Willie?     How  are  we  to 

'*The  world  is  always  in  iiloikm*  Oarriey  tmi  oppoitimify 
stands  at  every  man's  dhow,  sometime  or  elh^.  You  don'f 
suppose  ^lis  war  is  to  kkst  fov  etretf ,  Carrie  T" 

<*I  don't  know.  It  seams. ad,  WUliei  Nelv  tfoopt  ftotm 
England,  and " 

**  The  war  is  nearly  burnt  out  bow.  Tliese  new  troofpa  ave 
all  that  England  has  to  aeaA;  and  tiieee,  are  Irish  \^idiy» 
whom  the  offieers  here  can  hardfy  trust  1  The  £n|^ish  peopio 
are  even  more  tn^d  of  the  war  than  we.  It  baa  exhausted 
diem ;  and  tiiey  now  j^,  what  tiiey  could  not  Mettd  the  begin^ 
ning  of  the  con&et^.  thai  whafc  thi^  might  bave  gained  by  pre* 
venting  our  Independence^  is  more  thair  balanced  by  what  they 
lose  in  the  saerifiee  of  our  trade..  I  doobt  if  tbe  war  omi  last 
another  year.  |t  we«ld  requure  seme  tine  to  eKplam  te  yen 
why  I  think  so,  and  this  ia  nat  neoeasaiy.  Beaidea»  I  hwre 
other  matters  to  teli  about,  of  more  imnediata  interests  I  haire 
not  told  you,  Carrie,  that  I  hava  been  chased  hiAer  thw  mam* 
ing." 

'<  Chased,  Willie,  by  whom  9" 

^  By  some  of  the  most  Uood^thirsty  ruffians  of  all  the  reAigee 
teries  "in  the  oonntry.  I  waa  at  Pete  Kodgit's  last  nigiH.  J 
have  found  that  scoundrel  out !  He  haa  been  roUbihig  us  at  a 
^rful  rate;  foi^etting  all^  his  oMigattoft  to  us ;  wa».aetthi|*  ev* 
erytbing,  and  biding  away  tbe  money  !  But  I  made  Ibe  rog«a 
disgorge ;  and,  but  that  I  was  vigilant,  I  might  have  bean 
brained  with  a  billet  for  my  pains." 

*'  Impoasible !  tVhat,  Blodgitt  fbr  whom  we  have  dom^  ao 
mnclt  !*- whose  mother  we  have  MU  and  mmsed,  and.  provided 
fVtr,  as  one^of  ear  own  UiMy  V* 
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*'Ay,9L^A  who  wovld  h«re  reqmted  us,  for  all,  after  a  very 
Ohristifiii  tehion,  by  ooiioseiliBg  ber  hopeful  son  to  ent  my 
throat !     I  have  found  them  boih  out'' 

Here  he  toM  the  muoh- wondering  damsel  all  the  story  as  it 
w  already  known  to  ns.  At  the  olose^  he  laid  belove  her  the 
goki,  tlie  sight  of  whioh  had  pvoved  so  £atal  to  the  virtues  of 
Ti^Afne  Blodgit  and  her  son. 

*'  Half  of 'the  gold  is  yews,  Ourrie/' 

*'<Keep  it,  WiiHe.     1  have  no  use  for  it." 

*'  No  t  So  yon  keep  it ;  and  shovild  i  have  use  ft>r  it,  I  will 
know  where  to  look.  Keep  seooret  that  you  ihave  it,  for  the 
possession  of  ^old  is  a  rare  ^nger  at  this  j«nct»re ;  particularly 
as  the  BaMny  is  so  poorly  guarded  ;-*^my  father  laid  up  with 
gout,  and  myself  absent !  There  are  littk  squads  of  scoundrels 
all  abevt  the  country,  who  will  attempt  anything  dasperate  with 
such  a.  temptation  in  their  eyes.  Our  Other's  relatiens  with  die 
British  secnve  him  with  4krmf  while  m^  oonneetioii  with  our 
aide  afibrds  him  similar  setmrity  with  «».  Bot  ^e  relbgeee, 
whig  and  tovy,  ave  not  to  be  restrained  by  either  fBxtj9  when 
they  find  an  opportumty  for  plunder;  and  yoor  best  security 
new,  it  to  eeneeal  all  ol^eels  of  temptation."* 

^They  ate  plundering  us  now^" 

**  Of  cattle,  I  know ;  but  this  must  be  endured*  in  fttet,  I 
shall  have  to  do  a  little  ai  this  business  of  oatde-plnndering  upon 
ihe  Batony,  myself.  But  say  nothing  on  this  bead*— I  do  not 
know,  indeed,  but  ^at  your  recent  losses  have  been  by  oar  own 
people.  At  present,  howevfer,  it  is  just  as  well  thut  our  father 
should  suppose  tbe  diminution  of  his  fat  steers  to  be  due  alto- 
gether to  the  friendly  aid  of  bis  loyalist  coitneetioiie.  A^d  now, 
Garrie,  better  aee  to  your  house  affiftire.  It  is  tkne  for  our  father 
to  be  stiinting.  See  %o  him,  and  leave  me  here^  Kieep  from  him 
Hhe  fliet  that  I  am  bare  ^^ for  the  present,  at  least  I  suf^ose 
«t  not  ilikely  that  he  will  aeik  '4i/kr  me." 

**He  speaks  of  y*ou  often  evmtigb,  Willie." 

«•  But  not  lovingly,  Carrie." 

"  Yes,  indeed,  for  he  speaks  angrily." 

^AhM  then  l^eve  is  hope." 

^ijki  yes,  Willie  i  iet  the  war  bul  end,  and  idl  wiii  be  forgo^ 
ten." 
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^  Ak^  indeecL!  And  be  dmckles  witk  die  idea  that  his  in* 
terposition  tken  will  k\<m%  save  me  from  the  gallows ;  and  this 
he  fancies,  will  bring  me  to  m^r  knees!  He  dreams  still  as 
fondly  as  erer  of  the  final  triumph  of  the  king  T' 

'*  That  he  does  ;  and  you  womld  be  surprised  4o  hear  him  arg«e 
it  out  and  prove  it*  To  hear  /^tmfirst,  and  you  aflterward>  I  am  left 
in  a  condition  of  perfect  bewilderment.  You  are  both  so  equally 
certain,  and  so  satisfactory,  that  I  brieve  nisitiier  of  you.  Not 
knowing  where  to  steer,  I  am  thus  kept  afloat,  Uke  a  «hip  under 
opposmg  WBids,  sent  lo  and  fro,  and  never  finding  port  or  rest" 
The  major  of  dragoons  laughed. 

'*  Drop  anchor,  then,  and  take  n  «ail,  and  let  the  winds  ex- 
haust, themselves .  against  eadi  otherl  I  shall  see  our  father  be- 
fore I  depart ;  ikai  is,  if  I  dbseove  anything  to  encourage  me  to 
seek  an  interview  ;  and  Uieii  you  may  judge  for  yofvnelf  as  to 
he  respeetive  force  of  the  opposing  cuxrents.  Meanwhile, 
vhat  I  may  be  justified  for  not  showing  myself  just  yet,  you  are 
to  remember  that  these  re&gees  are  about  the  premises.  That 
sneaking  scoundrel  Blodgit  ia  with  them,  no  doubt;  and  he 
knows  the  plaee  too  weU  not  to  render  it  highly  probable  that 
he  will  be  prying  about  I  wish  them  to  remain  in  doubt  as  to 
my  presence  here.  This  will  cause  dday^and  keep  them  in 
the  preeinct'^  ' 

"And  why  do  you  wish  that*  Willie  V\ 
jf  For  a.  reaaon,  Oarrie,  in  which  you»  I  faai6y>  hape  a  eertam 
interest.    I  look, to  see  Peyre  St  Julian  heee^  in  tw^ve  hoars ! 
Bless  me,  Carrie^  child»  how  your  face  reddena  T' 

*'  And  why  should  my  faoe  redden,  I'd  like  to  know  f " 
•«  Kay,  tbait's  what  Fd  like  to  know  I    Explain  1" 
"  Boally,  Willie,  you  are  looking  monstrous  wise  of  a  sttddan." 
"And  you  monatrous  foolish !    Fie»  fie,  Carrie,  to  ttj  to  keep 
such  a  secret  from  your  brother,  from  your  own  Willie,  who  hs^ 
always  opened  his  heart  to  you,  the  iiMment  he  became  eott* 
scions  of  having  a  single  sensation  in  it.***  He  had  lofgotten  his 
own  secret,  and  she  was  too  much  flurried  to  think  of  the  obvi- 
ous retort. 

"Oh  !  Willie,  I  have  never  shut  mine  against  you  1    Only—'* 
"Only  an^his  histatioe,iOanrie»  when  the.  bird  you  had  caged 
in  it  was  quite  too  precious  to  be  <sxposed  to  any  eyes,** 
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''No  I  no !  brotber !  It  wag  I  that  told  Peyre  to  tell  yon  all. 
I  did,  indeedt  Willie." 

"  Oo !  go  1  Yoa  are  a  foolifiii  child !  And  why  thoold  yon 
not  have  told  me  all  yourself  V* 

*<I  don't  know;  I  tried  to  do  00  when  we  parted  last,  hat 
jfomehow-r-" 

"  Yonr  heart  failed  yon !  Well,  I  sappose  yon  hate  net  Yen- 
inrod  to  be  more  eonuaBnioatiYe  with  our  father  than  with  me. 
He  does  not  know  how  greatly  Peyre  St.  Jnlien  wishes  to  soar» 
does  he  V 

''  No,  indeed !    How  oonld  I  tell  him  V 

*'AhI  Carrie!  whataeruel  faite  is  onral  That  we  should 
both  run  coanter  to  all  oor  papa's  wishes.  That  we  riKHiM 
both  love  where  he  would  prefer  to  hate.  That  we  should  do 
those  things  that,  in  his  creed,  we  are  criminal  to  do ;  andleaY« 
those  things  undone  whioh  he  h^lds  essential  to  his  proper  re- 
ligion I  What  an  explosion  there  will  be  when  he  finds  out 
your  secret  ICine  was  nothing  to  it;  for  you  were  ahrays 
bis  pet,  Oarrie;  the  apple  of  his  eye-* so  perfect  too*^ ha  I  haf 
ha !     Poor  Oarrie,  when  he  finds  you  out !" 

"  Oh,  don't  speak  of  it,  Willie ;  pray    don't" 

^  How  demure  it  makes  you  look !" 

•'  Yes,  Willie,  it  makes  me  very  sad !  to  think  how  well  he 
loves  me,  and  that  I  dare  not  tell  him  all." 

He  took  her  proudly  in  his  arms  and  kissed  her. 

**  Be  of  good  eheer,  Oerrie  1  all  will  come  right  Hay^ faiths 
child — what's  love  without  faith  and  will?  I  have  both.  I 
love,  and  nothing  doubt  that  I  shall  get  the  woman  whom  I 
love !  True,  there  are  impediments,  but  I  will  overeotne  them ; 
rivals,  but  I  will  foil  them ;  hostile  papas,  but  I  will  seotha 
them.  I  may  have  to  fight  for  my  wife,  and  I  mean  to  do  it,  as 
soon  as  the  necesuty  shows  itself  for  fight  I  BuA,  this  is  one  of 
tbe  very  groundworks  of  my  faith.  It  is  assured^  by  my  own 
will  to  do  all  that  is  esaeafcial  to  the  acquisition  of  its  object  I 
and  I  will  fight  for  your  little  heart  too,  my  Oarrie,  so  never  de- 
spond !  Have  faith,  child, — and,  away  now  and  see  after  your 
papa's  and  your  brother's  breakfast" 

''But  when»  Willie,  do  you  say,  that  St  Julieiuis  coming T 
asked  Carrie,  as  she  peeped  obliquely  at  the  mirror. 


06  THE  FOtlATEXB. 

'*Ohl  yon  shall  have  am^e  time  to  make  yoiir  toilet  Get 
you  gone  now,  before  the  old  man  grows  hn patient.** 

The  d«m9el  disappeared.  The  brother  remained  alone.  Ho 
seized  the  occasion  to  attend  to  his  own  toilet ;  a  dnty  which  he 
imuAd  veiry  grateAil  of  performande.  This  done,  he  was  joined 
suddenly  by  onr  quondam  friend,  Little  Peter,  who  op^tied  the 
d^er  <eantiou6)y,  but  without  hesitation,  and  appeared,  bringing 
in  a  covered  basket,  the  eontents  of  whkh>  smuggled  ftom  the 
pantry,  made  the  tuffident  send  palatiAle  breakfost  for  our  ma- 
jor of  dragoons. 

<'Breck'us,Ma88  Wiil}et»'*  said  Little  Petef.  Sinekhr  laughed 
inrtto  see  the  disproportion  bc^tween  the  l^rge  negro  and  th«  little 
basket  :«^tilie  giant  dotng  the  d«ty  of  the  dwaif.  Peter  laughed* 
also,  from  rjrmpathy,  never  once  suspecting  the  occasion  of  his 
ywmg  master's  merriment. 

"  Petei^  you  mast  fiftd  that  ba^et  very  heavy." 

*'  TSo  heabby  ^11,  Mass  Willie.    Chile  kin  tarry  'em.^' 

Than,  at  the  Ml#w  caught  the  glance  of  his  mastered  eye,  be 
^derBtood  the  ridicule^  and,  setting  down  the  basket  hurriedly, 
as  if  it  were  a  snake,  he  forced  himself  into  a  seeoAd  chuckle. 

"And  how's  your  master  Ibis  morning,  Peter?" 

'*  Hah,  Mass  Willie ! — ole  maussa  hab  de  fire  in  h«  foot.  He's 
in  berry  bad  qierrits  dis  morning-^ kin  do  not'ihg  but  tettm  and 
eatr 

"  He  has  an  appetite  then,  Peter  t" 

**Jj!wnyB  kin  eat  when  he  ouss  f  He  eat  Mid  cuss;  and  hn 
dunno  how  much  he  eat  and  cuss !" 

^  Ycm  oi^ht  to  tdl  himi  Peter."* 

^  Ki  t  Mass  WllHe ;  me  tell  ole  maussa,  hew  much  he  eusa 
and  eat !"  And  the  negro  laughed  frnrly  at  the  insanity  of  the 
snggestioii. 

•«  Well,  Peter,  let  us  se«  what  you  have  for  breakfost ;  for  I 
too,  havB  an  appetite.  Spread  out  your  commodities,  and  clear 
out  You  will  be  wmted  behind  your  master's  ohahr  whenever 
he  foels  the  necessity  to  swear  !" 

Peter  grinned  nnderstandingly,  as  he  obeyed  the  order  to 
spread  out  the  breakfast ;  then  made  a  respectfal  bow,  as  say* 
ing,  '<  all^  vMidy  ;'^  but  still  Ibgered.  Bhiclair  knew  by  thia 
hat  he  waited  ibr  more  fost  words. 


FAITH  Aim  BKSAKIVIST.  VJ 

*^  WeH.  P^tw,  whM  would  jrou  my  I" 

"^  Beviij  Bowlegs  mj*  I  mus'toll  j4«,  d«re'«  two,  t'vee,  «ebeiK 
fibe,  stra»ge  white  men  bin  hy  de  ab'nne  gale.  Be  look  like 
jKJor  buokmh  aiHl  cattio-tief.  He  bin  ivy  dis  morning,  but  ho 
gone.  Bonny  Bowlfigt  toll  me>  fox  tell  you,  d«t  he  Bms'hab 
iWMae  ialk  wid  jwi  when  you  doiko  yon  breck'Utk" 

"  It  must  be  here,  then,  Peter.  Tell  Benny  to  find  some  ex.* 
cuse  far  ooving  to  me  bexe,  and  to  ooroe  oi  soon  «o  he  pleases.'* 

^Oh.!  him  kin  come.  I  toll  em  :''r— and*  putting  at  bis. wool* 
tnii,  and  sorapiAg  with  bis  foot  upoa  the  floor,  Little  Peter  disr 
appeared.  He  bad  scareely  gone,  when  Bonny  Bowlegs,  :«ot 
iy«iiiog  the  permissiot  be  bad  solicited,  ontereil  die  chamber 
aho.  Ho  brought  with  bim  the  holsters  of  his  yoiiQg  master^ 
wrapped  up  in  the  fragment  of  a  blaiiket. 

*'l  tink.  Mass  Willie,"  said  be,  <'4at  yo«i  bettetf  bab  dese 
little  bullpups  yer,  onder  you  own  ban'*  JDere's  no  telling liow 
soon  you  may  want  'em.  De  swode  is  good  'no«gb,  when  you 
lidb  dienk  tovy  in  ebo]^ing  reaeli,  but  do  pupo  kin  keepgnard  on 
door  and  winder." 

*•  What  have  you.  seen  or  beard*  Benny  1*' 

«« J  see,  Masa  Willie !  I  hab  sight  ob  HieH-firo  Dkk,  imd 
two,  t'ree^  sobhoo,  fihe,  iMUer  bog  and  eatUe  tie£  iowu 
by  the  id)'n(te  gatou  I  'speek  day  moat  ha'  bin  see  me  io^«  "rr 
soon  day  gone  elean  out  ob  sight.  I  reckon  day's  all  now  crio- 
ber  up  in  de  woods  below.  Day's  a  watf^ingk  Maao  Wiu'e. 
I>ay''0  arter  mischief  dis  mawning  I" 
.  *'  Did  yo«  see  Pete  Blodgii  among  them  V 

"  I  nebber  mek*  out  dat  pnssoai ;  b«it  I  reckon  he's  jna'  Vke  de 
biissaard,  always  bab  a  nose  when  der's  a  ballock  to  be  skin  and 
dean/' 

''  Exactly  !  Keep  a  look  out  for  bim  I  Bemember»  above 
all  things,  that  be  is  not  to  have  a  notk>n  that  I  am  here !  Ho 
nrast  not  see  ny  horse,  or  saddle*  or  bridle,  or  anything  that  be 
will  know  as  mine.  And  Agmki  be  appear  on  the  place,  do 
you,  or  Little  Peter,  kftep  an  eye  on  him  all  the  while  he  id 
here;  watch  all  his  motions;  and,  should  you  see  that  he 
discovers  anything,  clap  hands  on  him  at  once,  rope  him,  and 
bide  bim  away  !  Much  depends  on  our  blinding  kis  eyes,  Ben- 
ny." 
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**  I'd  radder  bung  'em  up  faip,  right  away !"  said  the  trticu- 
ietit  BenYiy  Bowlegs,  sbawing  his  enormous  double  fist,  bj  way 
of  indicating  the  tkodus  operandi  iQ  such  a  perfbrmance. 

*'  Well,  you  need  not  mince  matters  with  such  a  scoundrel ; 
only  see  that  he  makes  no  discoveries,  and,  should  yon  suspect 
him  of  any,  then  instantly  rope  and  lock  him  up ;  but  not  other- 
wise." 

"  Leff  'em  to  me,  Mass  Willie.    I  knows  how  to  manage  de 
warmiTit     Dont  you  t'ink,  Mass  Willie,  you  better  hab  a  poun* 
or  two  ob  dero  jwwder  and  bullet  you  bring,  yer  in  de  bouse." 
Why,  old  fellow,  you  don't  think  we're  to  have  a  siege  I" 

"  I  don'  know,  Mass  Willie,  but  when  Hell-fire  Dick's  about, 
and  hab  free,  sebben,  fibe  pussons  wid  'em,  and  der's  no  sod* 
gers,  red  coats  or  blue,  anywhar,  in  these  parts,  I  reckon  Wn 
jest  as  well  to  be  ready  fer  de  rapscallions.'* 

"  You  are  right,  perhaps,  Benny." 

"  I  hnauji^  I'm  right" 

*'  Well,  do  as  you  please ;  but  do  not  let  your  movemeBts  be 
seen  or  suspected." 

Benny's  only  answer  to  this  caution,  consisted  in  lifting  hip 
forefinger  to  his  left  eye,  and  drawing  down  the  lower  lid.  The 
action  said  as  clearly  as  words  could  have  done  :->* 

*'  Noting  green  yer,  maussa."  Benny's  experience  and  suc- 
cesses had  been  such,  that  nobody  suspected  him  of  an  unwise 
vanity  when  he  asserted  his  own  wisdom  and  sagacity. 

The  interview  ceased  at  thb  momenta  and  Benny  disappear 
ed,  walking  with  singular  ereetaess,  like  a  well-drilled  grenar 
dier  on  parade.    His  aiusient  war  spirit  was  returning  fast 

Willie  Sinclair  was  just  finidiing  a  formidable  breakJist, 
when  his  sister  Carrie  reappeared; — little  Lottie  remaining^ 
with  her  father  in  the  breakfkst-room.  Leav^ig  broker  and 
sister  to  a  long  conversation,  of  much  mutual  interest  to  them- 
selves but  none  to  us,  let  us  now  go  forth,  and  see  what  prog- 
ress has  been  made  by  our  ruffianly  acquaintances,  whcm  we 
left  in  hot  pursuit  last  night  * 
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CHAPTEB  X 

THB  OUTLAWS   IN   COUNCIL. 

It  is  Apt  to  irritate  the  Tery  best  of  people  to  be  deBsated  in 
their  calctilatioiis,  to  be  disappointed  in  pleasant  aims,  and  to 
find  themselves  baffled  in  properly-planned  performances.  The 
passions  of  our  banditti,  headed  by  All-fire  Dick,  are  not  of  a 
sort  to  make  them  more  placable  than  persons  less  ambitioas- 
1 J  disposed.  But  we  are  not  yet  to  speak  of  them  as  being  dis- 
appointed of  their  prey.  They  had  not,  it  is  true,  run  down 
the  fugitive,  Sinclair,  with  his  sack  of  guineas,  to  say  nothing 
of  those  rolls  of  dingy  continental  money,  which  had  been  so 
painfully  wrested  from  the  keeping  of  Master  Pete  Blodgit. 
But,  it  was  not  supposed,  by  the  most  confident  among  them, 
that  they  would  exactly  run  him  down.  They  knew  him  to  be 
something  of  the  old  soldier — very  cool,  brave,  and  crammed 
fbll  with  the  lessons  of  experience.  That  they  should  be  able 
to  out-travel  him,  they  knew ;  but,  that  he  should  suffer  them  to 
come  up  with  him,  on  the  high-road,  was  not  a  part  of  their  cal- 
culations. The  thing  was  possible  surely  ;  since  a  sleepy  man. 
exhausted  with  fktigue,  soaked  with  rain,  suffering  with  hunger, 
is  apt  to  be  Mind  and  deaf,  particularly  of  a  dark  night.  There- 
fore, he  might  have  been  "  overslaughed,**  as  he  nodded  onward, 
drowsing  on  his  Efteed.  But  this  was  simply  a  something  on  the 
bare  skirts  of  possibility,  and  formed  but  an  humble  feature 
among  the  calculations  of  our  banditti. 

To  get  ahead  of  the  ftigitive,  cut  him  off  from  the  Barony, 
then  scour  the  woods  below,  in  which  he  would  be  supposed  to 
take  shelter,  and  pick  up  their  prey  almost  at  their  pleasure, 
tills  was  their  calculation ;  and  a  very  good  one  too,  had  they 
been  dealing  with  a  timid  man,  or  one  wanting  in  experience 
and  resources.    But,  as  we  have  seen,  they  were  defeated  by  a 
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very  simple  expedient ;  and,  by  the  way,  none  but  simple  ex- 
pedients are  likely  to  be  snccessftil  in  moments  of  emergency. 

But  our  banditti  were  not  as  yet  to  know  that  tbey  had  been 
defeated.  'Fhey  bad  no  reason  to  suppose  that  our  major  of 
dragoons  was  not  somewhere  in  the  woods  below.  They  were 
aware,  of  course,  that  there  was  a  possibility  that  he  had  mado 
such  headway  as  to  reach  "the  Barony"  before  themselves 
since  they  knew  not,  exactly,  at  what  moment  he  had  fled  irom 
the  stable-loft  of  Blodgit ;  nor  could  they  measure  the  paces  of 
his  horse,  except  by  some  general  estimate  of  his  powers  after  a 
hard  day*8  ride.  Still,  when  they  bad  attaliioil  the  point  at 
which  they  aimed,  there  was 'some  feeling  uf  diiiapfpointment» 
that  they  had  not  found  some  proofs  by  which  to  determine  the 
question  of  bis  whereabouts. 

In  the  cool  of  the  morning  hours,  and  before  the  dawn,  we 
find  them  assembled,  accordingly,  in  close  proximity  with  the 
avenue  leading  to  the  raaDsion*house  and  settlements  of  Colonel 
Sinclair.  .  They  had  skirted  the  avenue  and  fences,  which  cut 
off  the  cultivated  fields  from  the  natural  forests.  They  had  pot 
themselves  in  such  a  position,  along  this  Ijne,  as  would  discour- 
age any  bat  a  dissperate  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the  fugitive,  to 
make  his  passage  upward.  A  bold  buu)>  they  well  knew,  might 
attempt  and  do  U»  pr#vide4  be  were  near  enough ;  for  th^  wore 
toio  lew  in  nugibei;  to  make  the  cordon  perfect :  bat  they  relied 
on  luckf  their  own  agility,  and  the  fact  that  the  fbgitive  could 
not  well  know  where  they  bad  severally  disposed  themaelves* 
This  done,  there  was  a  conanUtttion. 

Now,  a  consultation,  whether  in  war  or  physici  ia  apt  ta  pro^ 
duoe  >  confusion  of  tongoes;  and  our  banditti,  though  Bome- 
what  coerced  by  the  terriUe  authority  maintahied  by  All-fira 
]>lck,  waa  yet  a  firee^poken  body,  and  there  were  some  of  the 
members  who  would  always  c^vil  even  when  compelled  to  sob^ 
mit. 

u  We've  lost  him,  I  reckon,"  said  "  Skin-tbe^Serpent,"  with 
an  oath  and  gf owl ;  "  and  may  as  weU  hang  up  our  fiddles  {or 
all  the  good  that'll  come  of  playing  oat  of  tune*'* 

<*  Lost  h--ll !"  roared  AU-fire  Dick.  "  What  did  you  expect  1 
Did  you  reckon  he'd  stand,  and  let  ua  fide  him  iio/wu  en  the  open 
track  \    Didn't  we  know  that  he'd  taka  to  tkie  woods  T* 
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''Bat  bow  do  ire  kii3if  tnat  he's  taketi  to  tike  woods?  How 
do  we  know  that  be  ain't  safely  boused  at  tbe  Barony  at  tbis 
^ry  tnoment  I** 

**How  do  we  know  anything  bnt  by  finding  out?  WeVe 
got  to  find  out ;  that's  all !  But  wbetW  he's  in  tbe  woods,  or 
in  tbe  bonse,  either  way,  I  reckon,  we've  got  him !" 

"Got  him!     I  don't  see." 

"What  are  yonr  eyes  good  for,  I  wonder?  For  a  feHow 
that  knows  bow  to  nse  cold  steel,  I  reckon,  Skin^fae^arpent; 
you're  about  tbe  most  bnlKheadvd  of  all  die  blind  cattle,  I 
know!" 

"Well,  Dick,  let's  bear  what  you're  good  fort  What  are 
you  going  to  do  ?" 

"  There'd  be  no  difificnhy  ef  we  had  men  enough,  and  men  of 
l^e  right  kind.  Bat  what's  to  be  done  with  follows  that  begin 
tbe  fight  by  dropping  their  tails?  That's  not  tke  wiay  to  do 
anything !  When  I  hear  a  man  say,  *  It's  no  use  to  try,'  I'm 
for  knocking  him  on  tbe  bead  at  once ;  bekaise,  I  know,  a  man 
that  sets  ont  witih  that  sort  of  spsfrit,  never  does  try  with  the 
wbole  heart  of  a  mm !  What  I  wants  of  theiA  that  goes  wkh 
me,  is  never  to  think  it  possible  for  the  game  to  go  agin  ns,  tell 
be  sees  the  stakes  cleaned  np  and  gone !  A  man  musnt  even 
believe  he's  dead,  teti  he  foels  the  sealp  off,  and  kaln't  lift  a 
leg  to  kick.  Now,  in  this  business,  I'll  tell  you  what^  to  be 
done.  Balpb  Brunson  mnst  start  ofi;  riglit  away,  for  Zeke  Itod- 
gevs  and  bis  dogs.  He's  not  qnrte  five  miles  off.  May  be,  he'll 
find  some  of  our  fellows  thar  besides.  We  don't  wiant  bnt  a 
eonple  bere ;  for  it's  no  use  having  too  many  to  set  down  to  a 
smaM  dihner.  Bu/I  tre  most  have  Keke,  and  his  dogs;  and  a 
man  or  two  tnore,  ef  he's  got  'em  with  him.  Meantime,  we 
mnst  skaiit  the  avenue,  and  keep  a  lookoAt  on  all  die  oros- 
sings !" 

"Bnt,  what  ef  Kro  oonld  find  out  ef  Major  Sinclair  A«f  got  to 
tbe  Barony  1"  said  Skin-the-Serpent. 

"  Find  out  ef  yon  kin  !  I  dont  see  how  you're  to  set  about 
it,  onless  we  bad  a  man  to  spare  to  send  in,  as  a  traveller^  with 
orders  to  look  about  him  with  a  snake's  eye>  and  see  what^s  to 
be  seen  nn^fer  the  table.  But  we  ain^t  half  strong  enongh  now, 
to  w«t<{h  'ibe  avenue  and  road  rightly,  or  I'd  smid  Joe  Best. 
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Twill  take  tbe  whole  four  of  na,  mighty  shaq^-sighted  and  sprj 
too,  to  kiver  tlie  roadf ,  and  watch  the  erosaings." 

At  that  moment,  who  should  pop  into  the  midat  of  the  circle^ 
but  our  amiable  overseer,  Master  Pete  Blodgit.  He  wore  the 
roost  smiling  face  in  the  world,  had  heard  everj  syllable  that 
had  been  said,  and  had  conceived  the  idea  of  making  himself 
commendable  to  the  outlaws,  by  volunteering  to  visit  Zeke 
Bodgers,  leaving  Ralph  Brunson  to  add  to  the  resources  of  tbe 
party,  on  the  watch  ;  and,  if  need  be,  for  the  exploration  of  the 
Barony  itself.  Full  of  this  idea,  and  never  doubting  that  he 
should  find  a  favorable  reception  from  the  outlaws,  in  their  mo- 
ment of  acknowledged  difficulty,  the  worthy  Pete  popped  into 
the  circle;  but  it  would  seem  somewhat  prematurely 

The  moment  he  became  visible,  All-fire  Dick  leaped  npon 
him  and  seiaed  him  by  the  throat  The  outlaw  was  equally 
vexed  at  being  surprised,  and  followed. 

<*Wbat  the  h-^11  brought  you  hyar,  you  weosel^sperritted 
rascal,  when  I  told  you  to  keep  off?" 

And  he  thi'ottled  the  skulk,  with  steely  fingers*  until  the 
breath  came  out  iu  n  gurgle  from  his  throati  aloqg  with  broken 
syllables  of  entreaty. 

"  Lord  ha'  marcy  !     Oh  I — I'm  a-cho-*- choking !" 

"  What  brought  you  hyar,  you  d— d  skunk,  when  I  told  y<Mi 
not  to  come  ?"  cried  tbe  mffiAH,  ad  he  hurled  the  fellow  to  the 
earth  and  clapped  his  foot  upon  his  neck. 

*' Ah !  be  maroif^il  I  be  marclfol  I  I  jeat  come  to  lend  a  hand 
in  case  of  needoessity." 

**  And  what,  in  the  name  of >>  kin  sich  a  mean  sneak  and 

coward  as  you  do,  when  it's  a  business  that  needs  nothing  bat 
strong  men  only!  You  varmint!  I  know  better  what  yon 
come  for !  You  thought  there  was  to  be  aome  pickings,  did 
youf — and  you'd  have  found  fingers  enough,  after  we  had 
found  tbe  fleeh !  But  Til  slit  your  ears  for  yoo,  you  skunk !  — 
I'll—" 

And,  with  these  words,  the  outlaw  drew  his  knife,  a  monatrstts 
orwlfit*  de  dWuse,  worthy  to  compare  with  the  bowie-knife  of 
recent  days;  and,  but  for  the  interpoeition  of  '^ Skin-tke-Ser- 
peat,7  it  is  beyond  qnegtion  that  the  ears — pomikiy  tbe 
lhroat-«of  the  intruder,  might  have  been  asade  pi  pmj  the 
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jienalty  of  his  nnperthience ;  btii  ••  Skin-thc-Scipcnt,*'  who  was 
not  wholly  the  fool  that  All-firo  Dick  dedared  him,  inter- 
posed, saying — 

"  Stop,  Dick,  the  fellow  Jnn  do  some  sarrico !  Hear  what  he's 
a  saying.  It^g  reason !  He  kin  go  for  Zeke  Rodgers  and  the 
dogs,  and  then  Rafe  Bninson  kin  go-  to  *  the  Barony,'  and  look 
about  him  thar." 

••  No  y  by  thunder  !  Ef  anybody's  to  go  to  the  Barony,  it's 
this  mean  sneak  of  a  skunk.  He's  the  right  person  to  play  the 
spy;  he's  got  nateral  recommendations  for  it;  and,  by  the 
hocus,  he  shall  do  it !     Do  yon  hear — eh  ?" 

The^  suggestion,  approved  by  the  mflSnns  generally,  was  one 
which  did  not  commend  itself  to  the  party  most  concerned. 
The  quick  fears  of  Pete  Blodgtt  readily  conceived  the  risk 
which  he  should  incur,  making  his  appearance  at  the  dwelling, 
at  the  hands  of  Major  Sinclair,  should  the  latter  have  really 
reached  the  Barony  in  safety.  Respited  only  from  the  knife 
of  •*  All-fire  Dick,"  and  permitted  to  rise,  he  trembled  >vith  the 
dread  of  that  redoubted  person ;  yet  he  felt,  intuitively,  that,  to 
accede  to  his  requisition,  was  to  incur  almost  as  great  a  danger. 
To  steer  an  evasive  course  is,  in  all  such  cases,  the  usual  resort 
of  imbeeiii^. 

•*  I  reckon  he  ain't  got  to  tho  Batony  at  all.  His  horse  was 
most  gin  out,  when  he  come  last  night.  He  couldn't  ha'  done 
it,  no  how !  He's  in  the  woods  here,  below,  I'm  sartin ;  and,  ef 
yo«*ll  let  me,  I'll  have  Zeke  Rodgers  and  his  dogs  here,  in  a 
short  two  hours." 

"  Did  we  ax  you  fbr  your  thinking,  you  etamal  skunk  ?"  was 
tlie  reply  of  Dick,  as  he  resumed  his  grasp  upon  the  fellow's 
tliroat.  "  Ijook  you,  thar's  only  one  question,  and  I  don't  care 
a  button  which  way  you  answer  it ;  for  my  knife  itches  to  be 
at  you,  with  a  wipe  that'll  clean  your  ears  close  to  the  skull  i 
Will  you  go  ahead  or  notl"  And  his  finger  pointed  to  the 
avenue.  Without  waiting  for  his  answer,  the  ruffian  whirled 
hivn  about,  applied  his  foot  emphatically  to  the  person  of  the 
overseer,  an^  «»aid— 

"  Mount !" 

Pete  IBlodgit  was  not  the  man  for  a  prolonged  resistance  tc 
the  wislies  of  a  fraperior.     He  unfastened  his  horse  from  th#» 
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swingiAg  limb  ta  whkh  be  hai  tetbtMl  Um,  Monnted  is 
flib^nGe,  aud  tben  pAOsed. 

"  Well !  wby  ain't  you  off?" 

**  I  wanted  Xq  bear  wbat  I  mnat  do/' 

''  Snake  tbrovgb  the  settlement !  ""^^y !  Uee  ynmr  qjbb  and 
ear^  and  iind  out  ef  tbe  man  we're  a'ter  baa  got  ap.  Ton  didn't 
need  to  be  told  that.  Yon  know'd  it  well  enongb.  Yon  kin  do 
it  well  toor  ef  yoa*re  a  mind  to,  ibr  diaf  s  the  only  kiaivass  y«ftt're 
good  for." 

*'  But  suppose  he's  thar  V* 

"  Well !  that's  what  we  wants  to  know.'* 

*<  Bot,  I  reckon*  ef  he's  thar,  he'U  baxdly  bo  wStaog  la  k*  me 
come  away  agin." 

**  Why,  what  the ,  wiU  be  want  with  anoh  a  oritter  aa 

you?" 

**  Be  might  mtikfi  me  a  prisons,  or*-^' 

**  Jiang  you,  you  think !" 

An  involuntary  shiver  of  the  overseer  showed  the  outlaw 
that  he  was  on  the  raw  of  the  difficulty.    He  proceeded  :-*-» 

''  £f  he  hangs  you,  Blodgit,  though  we  don't  eare  tbe  moat 
etamal  button  for  your  bide,  yet,  as  you  goes  on  our  business, 
we'll  hang  up  every  mortal  man  in  the  Barony,  and  on  tiie  sattio 
tree,  to  keep  you  company.  Thar  now }  be  off !  Iffo  more 
words.  Ef  tiiey  makes  you  prisoiiker— ^that  is  to  say,  ef  yoit 
ain't  back  agin  in  two  hours -^  we'll  look  arter  you !  Thar 'a 
enough  of  ua,  I  rocbon,  to  grapple  our  way  ij^to  them  walls,  aad 
tear  you  away  with  our  teeth !  And  we're  the  men  to  do  it ! 
So,  don't  be  skoared !  You'll  come  off  ^fltfely  wijth  hair  and 
hide.  Be  off,  and  do  your  sneaking  like  the  old  aarpent  in  tbe 
garden." 

Blodgit  would  still  have  lingered,  having  no  just  sense  of  the 
satisfactory  or  compensative,  contained  in  tbe  promise  tliat,  if 
hung,  thei-e  sbuiild  be  company  provided  for  him  on  the  same 
tree ;  but  Joe  Best,  a  cool,  quiet  fellow,  delibeirately  laid  the 
lash  of  his  whip  over  his  shoulders  with  such  emphasis  as  to 
settle  instantly  all  further  doubtp  on  the  part  of  the  spy.  He 
was  off  for  the  road  and  avenue  on  the  instant. 

"  Them's  the  only  argymcnts  for  sich  a  critter,"  wns  tiie  com- 
mentaiy  of  the  chief  of  the  outlaws,  which  he  |u:co)^pauied 
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wifk  a  hawtty  ehnekle.  **  And  now,  Ralph  Bnnison,  do  yon  be 
dff  at  oBoe  fbr  Zek*»  Soct^nrs  and  the  dofs.  We  «re  not  to  stop 
doing  till  we  hear  firotn  Blodgit.  The  truth  is,  the  fellow  stfmds 
a  chaince  of  getting  roped  in  some  way ;  enre,  ef  WilHe  Sin- 
clair's ^ot  to  the  Barony.  You  see  it's  d'ar  that  Binclair'B 
found  Blodgtt  out*  Well,  he']&  jest  the  man  to  work  his  fiitgers 
J60t  as  his  idecs  woric ;  aiiid  I  diouldnH  care  a  tmap  of  my  din- 
gers ef  he  did  knoek  thie  tkimk  of  a  Mkfw  xm  the  head." 

"B«t  ^a  he's  on  am-  huevness,  Dick/'  pnt.  vn  Skin-the-Ser- 
pent. 

"  Jest  io  I  And,  being  on  our  business,  of  he  comes  to  any 
harm,  we.  wmek  see  khn  righted  I  That's  all  el'ar  enough ! 
What  I  meant  was,  that*  as  fbr  aay  use  that  Febe  Blodgit's  to 
OB,  now  that  Skidair's  found  ham  out,  he's  none ;  and  'twoiddn*t 
be  of  any  coneara  to  us  ef  lie  imi#  a  hanging  on  the  ^rst  tree, 
to-morrow!  But  we  wont  let  hdm  hang  ef  we  km  help  it, 
while  he's  woikiiig  on  our  account ;  and  we'll  be  as  good  as  our 
wotd,  m  hanging  as  many  others  as  we  kin  lay  our  hands  on,  in 
that  blasted  nobility  conaam,  ef  so  be  they  dare  to  put  Pete 
Blodgif  s  nedL  oat  of  j'int  That's  jest  now  as  sartin  as  ef  I 
had  sworn  it  under  the  pulpit.  Let's  be  driving,  now,  Sarpent. 
We'll  skairt  the  avenue  and  the  lower  fences,  keeping  close  hi 
the  bushea  as  we  go." 

The  TemauMng  onthiws  now  took  horse.  Halph  Brunson  had 
pushed  ^  ahnest  as  soon  a«  ordered -^^xhibiting  no  mich  re- 
luctance as  Pete  Blodgit.  This  latter  worthy  was  making  his 
way  eiowly  to  the  dwelling,  filled  with  many  misgivings,  and 
busily  employed,  mentally,  in  preparing  the  apologies  for  his 
^sonduetr  skoc^  he  foid  Major  Sinclair  at  the  Barony;  and,  in 
die  event  of  his  sbeenee,  a  neat  little  namatlve  for  the  datisfao 
tion  of  all  other  persons.  Blodgit  was  not  witibeut  a  certain 
aoi^t  of  genius.  It  was  eminently  foixy  and  skonkish,  but  of 
value  and  great  use  when  practised  upon  those  to  whom  the 
3dor  of  cither  beast  is  yet  unknown. 

^Mass  Willie,"  quoth  Benny  Bowlegs,  peering  kito  the 
chamber  of  Oarrie  Sinclair,  where  thenu^or  of  dragoons  stiN 
harbored,  *^8UTe  as  a  gun,  hysar's  dat  polecat,  Pete  ]%odgii, 
•uraming  «p  ^e  ab^mse." 

*'  See  to  him  at  imce,  BenxQ^r  And  kaep^eksa  upon  hie  fboi> 

5* 
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Hteps.  See  that  he  disooyers  nothing  of  me  or.  mine.  Ke^ 
him  always  in  your  sight,  and  remember*  ^oold  he  happen  to 
make  any  discoveries,  rope  him*  and  ahnt  him  np )" 

*'  Sure,  for  dat,  maussa !'' 

Benny  was  no  sluggard.  He  moved  off  with  the  step  and 
look  of  one  who  is  equally  prompt  and  determined.  Gertainly* 
if  he  has  occasion  to  rope  Biodgit— andbe  will  not  be  slow  to 
make  the  occasion — he  will  not  be  at  pains  to  provide  a  silken 
garter.  Five  minutes  after,  he  might  he  seen,  with  a  signifieant 
plough-lino  in  his  bauds,  conducting  the  dubious  overseer,  with 
great  apparent  civility  and  attention,  into  the  great  hall  where 
Golond  Sinclair,  half  reclining,  half  ntting,  was  nnrsing  his 
podagra.  Bat,before  this  presence  could  be  reached^  there  were 
ceremonial  restraints  without  number*  n<me  of  which  would  tiie 
attentive  Benny  Bowlegs  forego^  He  could  spare  none  of  the 
eivilities  due  to  so  proper  a  person  as  Mr.  Pete  Blodgit 

^*  Fassen  dat  boss  of  Misser  Pete  Blodgit  jto  f  odder  tree,  yon 
little  black  Toby,^'  was  the  cry  of  Benny  Bowlegs,  to  the  white- 
shirted  little  son  of  sables,  who  stood  at  the  portals. 

"  Never  mind«  Benny,  t'will  do  thar,  where  I  hitched  him.'* 

"  Beg  you*  pardon,  Misser  Pete  Blodgit,"  responded  Benny, 
with  dignity,  *'  't won't  do  dar  at  all  1  Dat  tree  is  plant  for 
grow,  nut  for  boss  to  chaw  !  Colonel  Sincklar  see  dat  boss  faa^ 
sened  to  dat  tree,  he  will  jist  as  lief  cut  dat  boss  trote,  right 
away,  as  look  'pon  *em.  You  yerry  black  Toby  I-*- do  as  I 
tell  you." 

**  Oh  !  yes !  move  him  to  the  other  tree,  Benny,  ef  you  think 
your  master  won't  like  him  at  that,"  was  the  consenting  and 
rather  eager  response  of  Blodgit,  whose  desire  was  by  no  means 
to  see  the  knife  of  the  colonel  and  the  weasand  of  his  horse 
more  intimately  acquainted. 

Cut  he  trote,  for  truel"  muttered  Benny,  "ef  he  eotoh  'em 
dar." 

**  The  colonel's  well,  Benny,  I  reckon  ?" 

''  I  reckon  not  edsactly,  Misser  Pete  Blodgit :  he's  jest  sick 
enough  to  be  all-fired  skittish.  You'll  jes'  be  preticklar,  Misser 
Pete  Blodgiti  wha'  you  guine  say  to  'em,  for  dis  is  de  time  wid 
'em  nebber  to  'top  t'ink  wha'  sawt  ob  answer  he  fuine  mek' ; 
and  b«  JQ0t  aa  leab  speak  to  you  wid  de  little  gonld4ieaded 
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knob  ob  be  walking-' tick,  aa'wid  de  civility  gb  de  tongue! 
Please  'number  Misser  Pete  Blodgit,  sence  I  no  wants  to  carrj 
70U  down  to  70a  boss  wid  ypu  bead  all  bloody,  and  maybe  a 
break  somewbat  in  yoti  tigbboqe  or  ann  \" 

**  Tbank  yop,  Benny ;  I'll  be  migbty  considerant  of  bia  siti* 
vation." 

*'  Better  for  yon,  das  all !" 

Blodgit,  at  tbe  entranee»  seemed  disposed  to  bositate.  The 
door  was  open  before  bim* 

<<Disde  way,  Misser  Fete  Blodgit;  you  must  'member  ob 
oldyl  reckon." 

"  Ob !  yes,  Benny^  I  reckon  I  knows  all  about  tbe  Barony, 
jest  as  well  as  tbem  that  lives  here." 

"  Tes,  Misser  Pete  Blodgit*  I  reckon  you  doi^  1  You  always 
was  mighty  quick  to  look  'bout  you  wberebber  you  goes;  anA, 
sometimes^  I  reckon  you  look  jes'  whay  people  don't  want  you 
to  Bet  y<m  eyes." 

Blodgit  felt  that  there  was  something  in  this  speech  offen- 
sively suggestive,  and  it  ruffled  him  a  little.  He  replied  ratlier 
quickly :  — 

**  Well,  I  spose  I  had  a  right  to  look  jest  where  I  did." 

*'  Now,  look  yer,  Misser  Pete  Blodgit,  better  you  don't  say 
uot'ing  to  ole  maussa  'bout  yau  rigJUs,  and  all  dat  sawt  ob  ting ; 
kaise,  you  see,  he's  a  gentleman  what  don't  blieb  berry  much  in 
de  rights  ob  poor  buckrali ;  and  ef  you  talks  to  him  'bout  you 
right  to  look  'bout  him,  whay  you  please,  you  knoM^  wha'  he 
guine  say  ?" 

«  What  will  he  say,  Benny  ?" 

"  Well,  he  will  say,  'Jes'  so,  Misser  Pete  Blodgit,  it's  you 
right  to  spy,  may  be,  but  it's  my  right  for  knock  you  on  de' 
head  for  spy  in  my  house !'  Das  wha'  he  guine  to  say  ,*  and  I 
tell  you,  Misser  Pete  Blodgit,  he  guine  do  wha'  he  say,  sure  as 
t'under." 

"  Well,  I  don't  think  he'll  knock  me  down,  Benny,  for  I  ain't 
a-guine  to  talk  about  my  rights  to  spy  in  any  man's  place.  I 
don't  spy,  Benny,  that's  not  my  business." 

"  I  berry  grad  for  yerry  you  say  so,  Misser  Pete  Blodgit ; 
and  now,  ef^yon  say  you  wants  to  see  ole  maussa,  dar's  de  paat' 
path]  open  for  you.'' 
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Aiid,  wftfa  a  very  lordfy  air,  Benny  warod  Mi  band  to  tlie 
6peii  entrance,  and  Blodgit  passed  fa,  rather  demmrely,  and 
widi  Lis  uneasme86  Mntewhat  kidreased  by  tiie  Bttsplcifms  coor 
tesies  and  minister  wamhigB  of  Ben  Bowlegs.  To  tbe  ntiiaitia- 
ted  and  tmobs^rrant,  we  may  raentioa  liere,  tbHt,  had  Blodgit 
been  at  all  in  favor  with  the  negro,  the  latter  would  have  styled 
him  Mass  Pete,  or  manssa;  —  the"Mte#er  Pete  BlodgR"  waa 
very  decidedly  ceremonial,  and  "it  did  not  escape  the  notice  of 
the  overseer.  Bnt  no  time  was  given  Inm  fbr  reflectk)n.  Once 
in  the  great  passage,  iio  was  in  sight  ^m  evtber  of  the  two 
large  rooms  which  opened  upon  it,  in  one  of  which  Colonel  Sin^ 
clafr  might  be  6een,  half  redfiicd  rtpoti  an  easy-^chait,  with  big 
game-leg  stretched  out  upon  a  cn^ioned  stool  before  hhn.  Hia 
gold-head^  cane  lay  on  the  tiabhs,  convenient  to  his  grasp ;  and 
the  masSit^  knob  on  tbe  top  of  it,  marked  with  its  owner's  crest 
and  initials,  appeared  to  Blodgit  to  have  grown  prodf^onsly 
in  its  dimensions  since  he  last  had  the  satisfaction  of  looking 
Upon  it. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

THE   BAROX. 

Blodujt  entered  the  pretence  with  amaonev  ttodionrij  mpolo- 
getic ;  the  fatnaiHtj  of  whieh^  however,  wap  ^te  unadbcted. 
He  could  not  shake  off  the  tease  of  thai  bahhttd  awe,  of  the 
lordly  superior^  in  whieh  he  had  been  reared ;  and  he  now 
itood,eep  in  handrthoiddeni  bent»  Ibot  awkwatdly  eoiapinf,  and 
a  haKeiUy,  Wi^^nitiBg  vhai^  whkh  waa^difpiei  to  he  rmy 
eoBcilia6ar}% 

/  Col.  Sinclair  wateae  of  the  deepots  of  tiu  old  eehori;  ageii* 
ileinan  no  douht  among  gentlemea  ;  bnt  a  lord  to  all  atben ; 
-*-a  man  capable  of  generoMty  in  high  degree*  and  condeicen* 
iion ;  bnt  one  who  expected  that  jou  shoiiU  understand  his 
eondesoeBsion,  and  feel  his  genevosky^  He  waa,  veally,  a  per* 
son  o{  a  csntnYy  eren  older  ^an  his  own ;  and  thoagh  he  ftiUy 
believed  in  Adam  and  Eve,  as  the  pairents  of  that  prolifie  flimily 
vnlgarij  recognised  as  the  huoMui,  jret  no  priesthood  in  iho 
world  coiM  have  persnaded  him  that  there  were  not  a  great 
manjr  varieties  of  clay  employed  in  the  UMolding  of  those 
myriad  varieties  which  constitute  the  son  total  of  the  raeef 
of  men  I  He  had  swayod  as  a  superior  so  loag,  and  as  a  natural 
snpaPior,  that  it  was  noc  possible  with  him  to  question  hb  own 
legitimacy,  or  to  acknowledge  the  danas  of  that  Amgus  multi- 
tude/^hich  it  needed  another  himdred  years  to  raise,  in  any 
degroe,  to  a  fairly  homan  position.  He  really  meant  no  seoisi, 
or  contempt,  when,  without  turning  his  head,  or  answering  the 
reverence  of  the  overseer,  he  said :  — 

"  Well,  what  is  it  you  want,  Blodgit  I  What  brings  you 
here  without  being  sent  for  V'y^ 

Theaa  words,  lUtered  by  s^emurian  lungs — for  in  that  day 
empreitment  in  voice  and  manner  was  by  no  means  held  to  be 
vulgar  among  the  Carolina  aristocracy  *-*  sostained  by  a  lordly 
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look,  from  brows  of  awe  and  authority, — white  head,  mddj 
cheeks,  and  a  face  originally  nobly  handsome, — to  say  nothing 
of  a  £ne  physique,  broad  shoulders,  massy  form,  and  the  loftiest 
stature — these  words,  so  uttered,  and  from  such  a  person,  had 
the  effect  of  additionally  staggering  the  doubtful  confidence  of 
the  overseer;  who  twirled  his  cap,  and  slightly  receded,  and 
muttered  something  unintelligibly. 

"  Speak  out  like  a  man,  fellow  1  What  the  devil  scares  jout 
Ton  have  something  to  say  l    Out  with  it,  and  no  long  talk  I** 

Thus  urged,  Blodgii  madeaa  effort. 
Well  colonel,  yon  pee«  I  come  abo«t  tiie  mayor/' 

*  The  major !  and  who's  the  majors  I  pray  !" 

"  Why,  Major  Willie  Stndaif ,  sic,  your  son*—" 

'<  And  who  antfaoriced  you,  stmth,  to  speak  to  me  about  thmt 
yamg  man)  and  wiio  told  you  that  I  was  prepared  to  hear  of 
him,  and  to  recognise  him  in  any  military  authority  which  was 
not  ^recognised  by  his  sovereign  and  mine  ?  Do  yon  suppoRe, 
sir,  that  I  am  the  man  to  tolerate  his  or  your  impertinence  ?  I 
know  yon  to  be  one  of  his  rapacallion  followers ;  bat  sirrahy  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  tfanist  him,  :or  them«  upon  my  presence, 
when  I  am  prepared  to  summom  them*  If  you  (lave  nothing 
better  to  speak  of,  depart  1  I  denre  to  hear  nothing  of  my  eon, 
«>r  of  his  elegant  companions*" 

Listeners  are  said  to  hear  bat  little  good  of  themselves  at  any- 
time, Willie  Sinclair  was  noi  in  a  sitoation  to  render  the  prov- 
erb an  erring  one  in  his  case*  He  was  in  the  adjoining  room  with 
his  sistef ;  not  there,as  a  listener  to  his  £eitber,  by  any  means* 
but  only  of  what  should  fall  from  the  lips  of  Master  Pete  Bk>d- 
^'t.  He  amiled,  grimly  enough,  as  he  heard  the  complimetftarj 
tenor  of  the  old  man's  speech. 

Blodgit  was  nearly  reduced  to  desperation  at  the  determined 
i:^|eetio&  of  his  only  topic,  by  the  person  whom  he  sou^ ; 
and,  in  hie  despair,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  he  resortvd  to  ex- 
aggeration in  order  to  compel  attention  :  — 

''Don't  want  to  make  you  angry* Ool——" 

"  Then  don't  make  me  angry !" 

''That's  it,  colonel!-^ I  don't  Want  to  make  yon  angry— 
but  you  see,  last  night— " 

"  Well,  what  of  last  night  ?" 
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•♦Why,  sir,  you  see——" 

**  Step  flir*^a  nMfflnent!— whiit  do  yoa  mean  by  lingieriiig 
here,  Benny  ?  are  you  wanted  in  theboaie  f  Is  n*t  yew  prop 
er  place  in  the  fields,  old  flsllo^l'* 

Benny,  it  must  be  remembered,  bad  assigned  him  the  special 
duty  of  keeping  Blodgit  constantly  in  sight  He  had  saffisred 
himself  to  appear  more  than  once  in  his  master'^  presence,  un- 
necessarily, it  would  seem,  in  the  perfonnanee  of  this  duty.  But 
he  kad  no  sueh  reasons  as  Blodgit  fbr  showing  himself  abashed. 
He  answered  the  inquhry  steadttyy  with  the  confident  freedom 
of  one  who  not  only  knows  his  own  honesty  ef  purpose,  but  who 
fbels  sure  of  its  genertd  reeogttitien* 

♦'Proper  place  sometime  in  de  ^flelds,  maussa;  sometime 
in  de  house !  Proper  place  whar  de  officer  ob  dl)  dsfy  p«ts  me  ; 
and  when  he  don' knew 'bout  de  position  ob  de  inimy,  den 
proper  place  whay  I  puts  myself,-  to  do  sarince  V 

**  Ton  are  a  vain  old  rascal,  Benny ;  and  will  fancy  yourself 
a  soldier.  Beware  how  you  come  within  reach  of  my  cane,  old 
faDow.^ 

^  Hah !  Mass  Kumel ,'  der's  pussons  in  dis  wurl,  and  a  many 
ob  am  too,  dat  ought  to  taste,  dart  caoe  long  fsre  he  reach  de 
shoulders  of  dis  nigger !  I  hab  business  yer,  Mass  Kumel ;  — 
I  hab  inquisitions  ^r  Misser  Pete  Blodgit,  whenebber  you  done 
wid  '0in ;  der's  some  catde  business  atwixt  us*" 

"Very  well!  You  can  wait  with  3rour 'inquisitions/  It  is 
Mistar  Pete  Blodgit  that  has  to  do  whh  me.  Oo  out  now,  sir. 
You  will  perceiTe  that  I  h»re  no  claim  upon  your  attention, 
while  my  servant  has." 

"  Blodgit*s  desperation— and  vexation  too  —  had  increased 
duly,  during  this  little  episode ;  and  with  the  air  of  a  man  re- 
signed to  his  £ftte,  he  blurted  oat :  — 

"  Well,  kumel,  all  I've  got  to  say  is  jest  this,  that  ef  your 
son,  the  major,  aint  got  safely  here  last  nigiit^or  maybe  by  day- 
light this  morning*  then  it's  a  mighty  hard  thing  to  say  that 
he'll  ever  get  here  at  all  again !  It's  a  despret  likely  chance 
that  they've  eotebed  and  murdered  him  along  the  road!" 

"Caught!  Mtttdttped!— Willie  murdered  !"  And  the  old 
man  caught  up  his  staff,  and  made  a  desperate  effort  to  rise,  but 
fell  back  in  the  fruitless  attempt   >vhile  a  sharp  cry  attested  th 


112  THB  roftATns. 

acute  spasm  whicb  wrong  his  foot-— possiUj  km  h^it«*«^«t 
that  nomest  la  «a  instant,  Oame  Smdiiir  nuhsd  ki  from 
tbo  iotemr,  whate  iha  had  reaained  perdu  with  her  bfOthar» 
and  unloosed  the  old  man's  crajvat^  wfaOa  she  etied** 

<<  Oh!  don't  belieTe  Hf  It's  all  ftOaa.  Willie's  in  no  dan- 
ger, fiither  1    He's  not  moidered !" 

'^  Then  be  got  here*  safe,  na'am  ?"  inqwr^d  Blodgiteacerlj, 
bit  eye  straining  upon  heorsi 

The  ready  wit  of  tbo  maiden  eiuoe  to  her  reaeiKa^  The  engu 
inquiry  tau^t  her  of  the  near  igiproach  whicJh  «he  had  nui4e  t^ 
the  revelation  of  her  Mcvet 

*'  Got  here !"  she  exclaimed,  tmning  to  the  ^y.  **  Tfaav 
where  is  bef  Why  do  i*ie  not  see  him  1  6^  |poo4  Blodicit, 
and  bring  him  to  ns  at  oaee." 

*'  Jes'  you  tell  me,  whay  for  £m'  'em,  Peie  Blodgit  I  fcin  go 
fetch  'em  ef  yoti  tell  me  whay  for  knJfe  ?"  So  spoke  heave 
Bonny  Bowlegs. 

'*  That's  jest  what  I  luiinido,Bew;  for  I  came  hare,  yoti  bee, 
to  look  a'ter  bim,  and  see  ef  be  was  safe.  I  know'd  them  IJoody 
chaps  wor'  a'ter  him  last  night;  fiir  I  heard  *em  a^^meamiDg  «p 
the  road  jeaft  a'ter  the  nM^ar  pnshed  off;  and  ef  they  ootcbed 
him,  wiA  the  heap  o£  gnmeaa  he  had  about  him*  I  xecbon  th^'d 
make  no  benefl  of  putting  a  bullet  into  him,  or  a  knifed" 

**  And  who  dom  people  bin  I"  demanded  Benny,  with  an  air 
of  the  most  perfect  sincerity. 

^  Who,  hut  the  most  sarragest  of  all  the  totiea  in  theas  parte 
— HelUfire  Dick,  and  Bktn^the-Sarponit,  and  Ilafe  Bmnaon,  and 
Joe  Best,  and,  I  reckon,  thar'  was  others  toe»  and  th^  had 
dogs." 

The  old  man  groaned  eoayulsively ;  then  seemed  to  secovevt 
and,  feebly  speaking,  though  with  quite  a  detennined  effort  at 
composure,  he  said— 

*'  And  so  you  know  notfung  more,  Mr.  Blodgit  ?" 

"  Not  t*je  weight  of  a  leather,  colonel.  .  I  pnabod  off  at  peep 
o'  day  t<  see  a'ter  hka ;  but  there  was  nothing  Hnd  nobody  to 
be  seed  aaywhar.  Thar'  wor'  hoof-marks  iM^agh  *loi^  the 
road,  so  t&ar'  war'  no  telling.  I  neckon,  the  mitfor  hadn't  time 
to  stop,  and  pushed  on  above,  and  they  a'tdr  him.  £f  he  ainit 
liore,  he's  may  be  gone  above." 
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Tbd  finntest  jposiible  tBmik  turneil  tk«  comer  of  Benny 
Bowlegs'  BKmth,  Hke  a  littte  erroot  smttbeain  tbronf  )i  tbe  woods 
pooping  into  ct  coutttry  onkhj ;  bort  be  booh  beaped  over  it  all 
tbo  ebarcod  in  his  complexion,  and  it  totally  eseaped  Blodgit's 
▼ision.  His  faulty  was  in  tke  discovery  of  material  matters 
only.  By  tbis  time,  the  redonbtable  colonel  bad  begnn  to  re- 
cover gome  of  his  strength  and  aaidiersbip. 

**  Whet  a  d-«-d  condition  it  is  to  be  in  1  This  cursed  foot !" 
imd  be  looiced  down  npon  tbe  meiaber-^so  mneb  more  sinned 
ngalnst  ikmn  sinning — with  some  tMcb  look  as  the  axe  might  be 
^opposed  to  have  worn  when  it  bit  down  throngb  the  pnrpie  ar- 
ieories  of  Aiir  Anne  BoleynV  n^ck.  He  oontinnod — no  doubt 
perceiving  how  very  idle  it  wonld  be  to  waste  his  epitb^s  of 
anger  on  bis  own  foot—- turning  to  Blodgit'*^ 

'<  And  yon,  a  man  grown,  with  gnn  and  rifle  in  your  hands-^ 
yon  allowed  the  wretcbed  boy  to  be  Aot  down  and  butchered 
in  your  sigbt*  without  so  mndi  as  lifting  weapon  V 

''Lord  bless  yon,  ktirnel^  I  didn't  see  it,  nor  them.  I  jeet 
beam  them  and  their  dogs,  as  they  trtent  fay,  full  speed»  a'ter 
the  miajor,  and  he  with  all  that  money  !" 

'*  The  rebel  to  bis  king !  He  deserves  bis  fate ;  but  you !  — 
y^ott  eotild  wait  till  daytight,  befmre  yon  came  to^ve  the  alarm, 
instead  of  dadiing  after  th^m  ^^'* 

'*  Why,  Lord>  ksmel,  what  was  I  to  do,  and  a  lame  man  too, 
ag^in  the  most  powerful,  strong  £gfating-«nen  of  all  the  toiies— " 

^  Loyaliftta,  shrah  1  loyaKsts  I  Tbongh,  by  the  way,  l^se 
fellows  of  whom  yon.  qveak  are  mere  orntlaws-  -" 

**  I  reckon,  you're  riiffat  thar !" 

*'  Le'  me  ax  yon,  SiBsaer  Pete  BMgit,  wkny  Mass  Willie  bin 
git  all  dem  i^neasl" 

**  Well,  he  got  a  smart  chafinee  oif  t&eim  from  me.  I  reckon, 
going  on  to  a  Innndred ;  aiid*  I  reekont  he  had  as  many  more 
besides  from  other  jveople." 

"  And  where  did  you  get  a  hundred  guineas  ?'*  demanded  the 
colonel 

"  Why,  Itum^,  from  the  corn  and  fedder*  you  see,  and  the 
lu^es,  and  other  things.  The  bettermost  part  b'Umged  to 
Uim  C^nrie  here,  that  I  had  killedbod  for  bet  from  sales." 

"'Mmitiil  ae,  MIssir  Pe'2  Blodgit,  Low  imm  blac^kgnard  «em. 
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piemen  come  for  knonr  Mass  WiUie  faab  mil  dat  heap  o'  guinea  V* 
asked  Beiiiijt  with  a  graTo  slyness  and  squint  of  eye. 

''  How  they  know'd  ?  WelU  I  reckon  they  had  ar  saspicion 
of  it :  they  reekon'd  he  wanH  a  travelling  about  with  nothing  to 
go  upon.     But  I  dont  know  that  they  know'd  at  all  I" 

We  must  suppose  a  good  many  other  questions  asked  and  an- 
swered after  a  fashion ;  but,  it  will  be  readily  understood*  that. 
during  the  wliole  inrestigation,  there  was  a  certain  constraint 
over  all  the  parties,  with  the  exception  of  the  eoloneL  Tht 
daughter  and  Benny  Bowlegs  conld  not  reveal  their  seoret; 
and  Blodgit>  fiH>m  policy,  ^ept  his.  The  task  before  the  daugh- 
ter was  a  severe  one :  to  see  her  futher  suffer-^  to  hear  his  iiF 
voluntary  groan  of  anguish-^ to  witness  the  struggle  between 
his  pride,  and  the  deep-seated  but  suppressed  affections  in  his 
heart-* and  to  remain  silent,  when  it  was  in  her  power^  by  a 
single  word,  to  relieve  him  of  all  his  mental  suffering  at  leaat ! 

"  What  is  to  be  done  V  moaned,  rather  than  spoke  the  father, 
forgetting  all  his  Boman  resolutions.  '*  Would  to  God,  I  were 
able  to  take  the  saddle  I" 

He  looked  inquiringly  at  Blodgit,  but  tamed  away  with  a 
sickening  gesture.  * 

*^  Nothing  from  him  I"  he  nnirmured  despondingly.  Sudden- 
ly his  eye  caught  that  of  Benny  Bowlegs.  **  Ha !  what's  to 
prevent  you  f  You  are  able  to  mount  horee*  and  use  sabre,  if 
needs  be ;  and  there  is  Little  Peter,  who  wiU  fight  for  Willie 
too !  How  is  it^  Ben,  that  I  have  to  say  to  you — *  G*o  and  find 
Willie  Sinclair,  living  or  dead,  and  bring  htm  to  his  fiftther  V* 

**  De  Lawd  in  heabben  be  praise,  maussa  1  I  gone !  Gome, 
Misser  Pete  Blodgit ;  we  kin  go  togedder ;  me,  you»  and  Little 
Peter.  We  kin  all  go  togedder — by  differen'  roads.  Ton  ride 
dnwn^  Misser  Pete  Blodgit ;  and  little  Peter  and  iac>  one,  will 
ride  up.  When  you  gits  in  de  tick  [thick]  woods  you  scatter 
you  men;  and  me  and  Peter  will  scatter  no  tioo,  and  s'andi 
*^bbry  whare !" 

This  very  definite  arrangement  chimed  in  with  Blodgit's  dc^ 
sires.  He  had  no  wish  .bat  the  negro,  whiom  be  somewhat 
feared,  should  accompany  bun  below.  He  was  satisfied  that 
Willie  Sinclair  was  not  at  the  Barony.  The  old  man's  agonjr 
^«td  not  bave4>ee&  eimulated.  .  He  had  fy filled  his  taA  suf-^ 
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ficientlj— satisfootorOy,  aa  he  tlMmght-^uid  there  wiis  nothing 
in  the  eye  of  Colonel  ISincIair,  or  that  of  his  danghter,  which 
encouraged  him  to  remain.  Of  course^  he  bowed  him&elf  out  as 
rovereutlj  as  he  came,  the  colonel  scarcely  heeding  his  ozprcs' 
sions  of  devotion  and  adieu ;  and  Benny  Bowlegs  was  particu- 
larly careful  to  escort  the  overseer  to  his  nag*  and  see  him  on 
his  way.  He  had  ordered  horses,  in  the  bearing  of  Blodgit,  for 
himself  and  little  Peter ;  and  when  the  former  rode  off,  he  re- 
peated his  instructions  for  that  "  s'arcb  below*'  ia  which  Blod- 
git was  to  scatter  himself  abroad,  for  the  thoroueh  exploration 
of  the  '  thick'  forests.  The  spy,  once  out  of  si^t,  Benny  had 
his  horses  quietly  put  back  into  tb^  stables. 

Meanwhile,  the  old  warrior^  the  stoical  philosopher,  the  Bo- 
man  father,  relieved  of  the  presence  *>»  the  stranger,  buried  his 
face  in  his  hands  with  a  terriblo  burst  of  anguish,  eatdaiming  in 
the  very  words  of  the  minstrel  monarch «— 

"  My  son !  my  son !  would  God  that  I  had  died  for  thee,  my 
Bon !" 

The  tears  gushed  from  Willie  Sinclair's  eyes  in  his  place  of 
hiding,  where  he  had  heard  every  syllable.  He  could  scarce 
contain  himself;  and  it  required  a  prodigious  effort  to  avoid 
rushing  forth  and  throwing  himself  at  bis  father'a  feet  But 
Can-ie  Sinclair,  twining  her  arms  about  the  old  man's  neck, 
exclaimed — 

**  Ob  I  father^  do  not  fear  1  There  is  nothing  to  feai* )  It  is 
noi  true  that  brother  is  in  any  danger !  Willie  has  escaped  the 
outlaws !" 

"  Ha !  ha !  esoaped,  has  he  ?  Escaped !  are  you  sure  of  it  t 
»IIow  do  you  come  to  know  ?" 

"  Bonny  is  sure  of  it,  &ther !     He  knows !     He  is  certain !'' 

"If  Benny  is  ceitain,  I  am  satisfied!  Escaped  the  blood- 
hounds, has  hel  Ah  ! — **  A  long  deep  moan  of  relief.  This 
over*  he  looked  up  angrily^ — "And  why  did  neither  of  you  tell 
mo  this  before  J  Why  did  you  suffer  me  to  expose  myself  be^ 
fore  that  reptile  1" 

*'  It  was  because  Benny  had  reasons,  father,  for  keeping  that 
rery  person  in  ignorance  of  our  knowledge." 

**  Benny  is  becoming  too  strategical  by  half!  Why  the 
mystery  ?    Is  not  this  ftjlow,  Bh)dgit,  in  the  «wploy  of  Willie 
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SinciairY  Whist  good  resson  is  tki^re  ^  ke^fi^  %im  ham  a 
fyust  in  which  he  is  natiffially  iaterdBted.  Did  he  not  fihow  his 
interest,  in  the  very  act  of  coining  h^rc  in  search  of  him  ?" 

Benny  reappeared  at  this  very  moment,  and  heard  and 
nndersteod  the  remark. 

"  Shet  iqj,  maussa,*'  he  said  cooHy,  **  and  no  bodder  yonrseif 
wid  dis  transaction.  You  h^  ^nongh  to  hodder  yon.  Tis 
'nough,  I  tell  yon  now,  dat  dem  d-*--!!i  skunk,  dat  mn  Mass 
WiDio  last  mght,  no  hab  de  nose  for  follow !  He  gh  shet  ob 
dem  f  I  know !  I  see!  I  bin  talk  wid  'em  myself  dis  morn- 
>ng>  by  times,  so  help  me  God  1** 

"  You  did !     You  spoke  wiA  Willie  this  morning  1" 

"  Jes'  so !     A  good  hour  *fo'  d&ylight." 

"And  Willie  talked  with  yon!" 

"  Jes*  BO !    I  ycrry  'em  talk." 

"  And  you  spoke  witib  him  f" 

"  ZacHy !     I  tell  'em  heap  o*  tings.*' 

"  You  saw  him,  too,  with  your  eyes  open  ?" 

"  Jes'  so,  maussa !  and  feel  Vm  wid  my  open  ban  1** 

"Ah!  to  feel  his  wounds !     Hewtishnrtr 

"He  no  kab  hn't  [hmt\  anywhai^!  1  s/hake  he  hati's,  Tike 
one  gempleman  shake  ban'  wid  'noider  gen  pieman  ;  and  I  feed 
'em !     I  gi'  leni  someting  for  eKt.'* 

"  And  he  ate ! — did  he  ? — yon  saw  him  eat  t" 

"  Like  a  mighty  'trong  [strong]  man,  wid  a  mighty  sharp 
*tomiich,  mauBsa." 

"  Ha  i  ha !  ha !     He  had  an  appetite,  had  he  Y" 

This  was  said  widi «  oonvnlsiVe  chnckle.  in  k  moment  after, 
with  changed  voice — 

*•  And  why,  you  d— d  rascal,  do  yon  fell  me  these  things  t 
What  is  it  to  me  whether  the  reb^  yon  speak  of  has  an  appe- 
tite or  not  ?  Do  yon  suppose  I  care  n  straw  whether  he  can 
speak  with  you  or  not ;  ean  see  yon  or  not  f  or  whethiBr  yon 
see  or  speak  with  him  1  I  wish  to  hear  nothing  of  this  sort  in 
future !  Carrie,  my  child,  yon  will  please  remember  my  wishes. 
As  for  yon*  yon  sooty  rascal,  begone  from  my  sight!  Do  not 
come  within  reach  of  my  stiek !  Do  not  let  me  see  yon  again 
to-day!" 

B^my  Bowhgt  walked  ont  v^^  composedly,  a^n  mantihifr 


bis  visage  as  soon  as  his  back  was  tnrned.  Carrie  Sinclair  went 
up  to  ber  father ;  bat  be  repolsed  ber  gently.  His  eyes  were 
moist,  and  bis  face  was  in  an  instant  covered  in  bis  bands 
Willie  Sinclair  peeped  tbrongb  tbe  balf-opened  door  at  bim. 
wbile  be  sate  in  tbis  position ;  bnt  be  did  not  venture  to  ap- 
proach. Tbe  son's  eyes  were  very  Ml  of  tears,  when  bis  sistei 
rejoined  bim,  and  in  ber  chamber  they  retired  to  weep  together 
for  awhile:  in  which  performance,  we  m^  add,  that  Wilb> 
Sinclair  was  soon  very  fast  asleep. 
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CHAPTER  :ai. 

HKLL-FIEB   DICK   BNGAQES  IN   A   SEW   VK.XTUP.^ 

It  was  by  no  means  a  difBcolt  task  with  Pete  Blodgit-  -a 
fellow  very  well  versed  in  woodcraft — to  find  the  traces  of  the 
scenting  party  under  "All-fire  Dick,"  and  to  make  his  way  to 
the  spot  where  they  harbored.  He  first  encountered  "  Skin- 
the-8erpent,"  whom  he  accompanied  until  they  came  up  with 
Joe  Best ;  and  the  three  then  rode  on  together  till  they  found 
the  leader  of  the  gang,  who  was  more  deeply  buried  in  the 
woods.  Ralph  Bnuison  had  not  yet  returned  with  Zeke  Rodgers 
and  his  bloodhounds,  and  Dick,  the  captain,  was  fast  becoming 
impatient,  in  his  eagerness  to  begin  the  chase. 

In  a  thick  copse,  some  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  garden 
of  the  Barony,  the  whole  party  assembled  ;  and  here,  all  alight- 
ed, and  our  overseer  made  his  report.  His  conviction,  that 
Willie  Sinclair  had  not  yet  succeeded  in  making  his  way  to  the 
mansion-house,  was  naturally  that  of  the  group ;  and  they  now 
longed  for  nothing  so  eagerly  as  the  arrival  of  Brunson,  Rodgers, 
and  the  dogs,  in  order  to  inin  down  the  fugitive  with  his  burden- 
some bag  of  guineas.  To  beat  the  woods,  or  make  any  alarm, 
until  the  hounds  and  the  additional  force  of  hunters  were  put 
on  the  scent,  was  no  more  their  policy  tlian  it  would  have  been 
had  their  game  been  the  royal  tuck  himself.  But,  while  they 
all  declared  their  impatience  at  the  delay,  a  new  and  bolder 
idea  seized  upon  All-fire  Dick,  induced  by  some  of  the  particu- 
lars given  by  Blodgct,  in  his  narration  of  what  happened  on  his 
visit.  Dick,  the  Diabolical,  had  listened  for  a  while  in  silence; 
but  now  put  in  : — 

**  You  say,*'  said  he  to  the  overseer,  *'  that  the  old  man  kain't 
move  his  timbers  V 

**  Kain't  stir  a  peg,  no  more  than  ef  he  had  no  legs  at  alL 
T^har  he  sets  in  a  big  chair  with  soft  cushions ;  and  his  Ic^  lay 
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on  a  bench  eovered  with  saft  pillowa ;  and  be  sets  by  the  table ; 
and  his  goold-headed  stick  lays  on  the  table  easy  to  his  hands. 
Jest  so  I  left  him.  When  he  wants  to  move^  Little  Peter  lifts 
him  about  from  place  to  place." 

**  The  dem'd  old  rascal  1  He  was  always  trying  to  look  liko 
m  sort  of  king !"  exclaimed  Skin-the-Serpent 

"  Jest  80;  1  and  he  never  had  a  good  word  yit  for  a  poor  man  I 
He  talked  to  me  jest  as  ef  I  was  no  better  than  a  nigger.'' 

"  Well !  he's  rich,  I  reckon !"  qnoth  Dick. 

"Rich  as  h  Jew,  they  say;  but  that  don't  give  him  any 
Christian  right  to  talk  to  a  poor  man  as  ef  he  was  a  nigger." 

**  Yes !  a  rich  man  has  a  right  to  talk  as  he  pleases  1  and  yon 
knows  it ;  and  yen  feels  it !  Ef  yon  didn't,  why  didn't  you 
olap  a  stopper  on  his  mouth  when  he  talked  to  yor^  as  of  you 
was  a  nigger  ?"  was  the  retort  of  Ditk. 

"  I'd  like  to  know  how  I  was  to  do  that?" 

"  You'd  like  to  knotr  !  Why,  a  man  naterally  knows,  when 
lie's  got  the  heart  of  a  man  beating  in  his  buzsum !  Hadn't 
joa  your  arms,  and  hands,  and  feet;  and  wan't  you  armed  with 
a  whip ;  and  hadn't  you  a  knife  in  your  belt ;  and  wa^'t  he 
^Mcr— "before  you,  disabled  as  I  may  say — ouable  to  lift  a  limb 
to  bdp  himself  agin  an  inimy  V 

"  Yes,  bttt  thar  was  that  double-*j'inted  nigger«  Benny  Bow- 
legs;— a  fellow  that's  as  strong  as  a  horse^  and  ain't  afeard  of 
the  devil ;  and  didn't  I  know  that  Little  Peter  was  nigh  about, 
too  ?  and  he's  as  strong  as  Benny,  and  he  ain't  afeaf  ed  neither  I 
£f  I  had  lifted  £ng^  agin  the  kurnel,  they'd  faa'.  mounted  me 
right  away ;  and  I  couldn't  ha'  held  a  hand  agin  them  two  I 
If  it  hadn't  been  for  them,  I'd  ha'  soon  showed  the  old  kumel 
thai  he  wan't  to  hev'  his  own  way  always.  I  thought  of  giving 
liim  a  wipe  with  a  hickory  towel  more  than  onc&" 

'*  You  thought  of  it,  did  you  J"  quoth  the  outlaw  chief,  with  a 
look  expressive  of  the  fullest  di^ust.  **  And  I  tell  you,  Pete 
Blodgit,  that  you'd  no  more  have  thought  of  lifting  we'pon  agin 
ole  Sinclair,  disabled  as  he  is,  so  long  as  his  eyes  was  upon  you, 
than  you'd  ha'  thought  of  fluting  a  whole  British  rigiment  1 
It  wan't  the  niggers  that  kept  you  &om  trying  your  hands  upon 
Ithn;  but  'twas  his  eyes  upon  yaur'n,;  and  your  own  powardly 
•peirit:  and  what  you  knowed  of  him  of  old :  for,  impudent  as 
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lie  is,  and  a  tyrant  all  over,  there's  no  denying  tliat  W^  got 
spunk  enough  to  %ht  the  devil.  But  /  ain*t  afeared  of  him; 
and  I  never  seed  the  nigger  yit  that  had  the  impSd^ace  to  look 
into  my  eyes ;  and  I'll  go  and  and  hev'  a  talk  with  tbo  old  ime- 
cal,  and  see  what  I  can  make  out  of  him  f 

"  You. go— to  *  the  Bai^ny'  t— and  what  for?*'  6»M  Skin-the- 
Serpent,  suspiciously.    "  The  young  fellow  ahi*t  diar  V 

"  But  the  old  one  is  V* 

"  Well,  but  it's  neither  the  old  one  nor  die  young  one  tSial 
ve  wants — it's  the  guineas." 

"  Jert  so,  Barpent,  and  it's  the  guineas  that  Pm  aiter.  Thmr 
must  be  smart  pickitigs  m  that  old  house,  I^n  a  thinking.  The 
colonel's  rich  as  a  Jew.  Why,  the  very  f?tick  that  he  walks  whk 
has  as  much  as  five  guineas  on  tihe  head  of  it  1  A«d  I  roofcoD 
thar's  a  chist  of  gould  and  silver  put  away  somewkar  alMMt^ 
and  the  young  woman  has  her  jewels  and  fkie  thin^^ 

Well,  but  how  are  you  to  git  at  them  V* 

**  That's  for  me  to  find  out !  I  wants  to  see  how  the  k&d  lies  | 
and  what  Blodgit  tells  us,  shows  that  It's  tnighty  easy,  jiat  nowi 
to  do  so.  I  wouldn't  like  to  come  suddeti  up  with  tho  old  kntBol^ 
ef  he  had  his  limbs  and  strength,  and  we'pom  at  hand;  bat, 
you  see,  he  ain't  able  to  stir  a  peg,  and  I  takes  him  by  turpriso. 
The  niggers  I  ain't  allMired  of ;  and  don't  yoH  hear  Hikkt  Blodgit 
says,  that  they've  started  off,  jest  now,  when  he  did»  to  beat  ^bo 
upper  woods  a-s'arching  arter  the  body  of  the  nuijorl  Ha !  hm\ 
ha !  s'arching  arter  the  dead  body  of  a  mM  what^  a^ve  and 
kicking.  Weill  don't  you  see  that  it's  a  first-vato  <lhai«oer  jeai 
now,  to  look  into  the  premises,  and  see  what  theio  ia  woxdi 
picking  up." 

The  adveatore  became  suddenly  very  planslble  in  tlie  eyea  of 
c.:  e  gi*oup.  Skin-the-Berpent,  in  particular,  seottied  dispooed  to 
abandon  the  limit  of  the  son,  in  order  to  do  honor  to  tke  finder. 
They  aH  began  to  stispect  that  the  shares  Of  Diok  were  to  be 
unnecessarily  large. 

"  It  won't  do  for  you  me  to  go.  We  kin  €tU  go.  t  fockoa 
there  '11  be  more  than  all  of  us  kin  brhig  away  1^'  Bo  Bpdio 
8kin-the-8erpent 

Even  Blodgit  was  not  unwilHng  to  retmti  to  th«  Bku-ony ;  M« 
lowing,  Jackal-faflhiou>   in  the  wake  of  the  fffopov  boiista  of 
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prey.  But  Dick's  geniuB  aver'-irded  ike  rest  with  ita  uitial  po* 
tency. 

"  'TwoB't  d0 !  TliAt's  jUt  die  wa^^  wUh  you !  You'd  all  start 
off,  after  the  fresh  deer,  though  you  were  on  tii«  buH  scent  of 
the  old  one,  and  jist  about  to  run  him  down  !  And  you'd  go 
ta  thci  Barony,  i^ud  be  loading  yourself  down  witli  more  than 
you  could  carry  ;  so  that  if  an  inimy  shotdd  git  upon  your  tr*ek> 
you'd  Imvo  neither  the  heart  to  fight,  nor  the  beds  tomio.  It*s 
the  haggage-wi^gons  that  half  the  time  defeats  the  army.  Now, 
>*m  not  for  gu|;ti&g  '  the  Barony/  I'm  for  picking  upoiily  what  I 
oan  safely  put  away;  nice  litde  things  by  way  «^  ornament ; 
rings,  and  sealsi  and  breastpins;  imd  the  like ;  aamasiy  watches 
and  silver  spoons,  as  will  lie  snug  together  iu  coa*  and  breeches 
pocket;  and  as  large  a  bag  of  gou}d  as  wiU  set  easy  on  a  nag's 
quarters.  It  may  be  that  there's  no  gould  at  the  house  to  be 
got  at  They  bide  away  sich  matters  pretty  closely ;  and  then 
the  old  kumel's  sich  a  d — d  obstinate  oolt,  that  he'd  moTer  tell, 
even  though  you  was  a-cuttlng  his  tongue  out  with  a  sheep's 
scissors.  But  we  know  tl^it  the  young  ant^  has  the^  pure  kinage 
[coinage]  in  guineas,  to  the  tune  of  one  hundred*  or  thereabouts^ 
and  we  know  that  he's  in  these  woods ;  aiid  hyar  [here]  you 
must  watch  and  wait  till  Bpunson  and  Rodgers  eome  in  with 
the  dogs ;  and,  by  that  time,  I  hopes  to  b^  back  with  you  aad 
take  a  hand  in  the  hunt !  It's  only  a  short  wisit  that  I  means  to 
pay  the  kurnel ;  and  if  the  men  and  dogs  were  rei^y,  hyar,  I 
shouldn't  think  of  going  to  '  the  Barony/  But  I  kaint  bear  to 
be  sueki^  my  thumbs.  I  nxust  be  a^doing )  and  one  hour  or 
so  kaint  spile  our  chainces  in  the  hunt  after  the  young  Imck.^ 

Of  course,  he  silenced  opposition,  as  was  his  wont.  He  gave 
his  instructions  in  brief  terms.  His  plans  had  been  promptly 
conceived,  as  is  always  the  case  with  the  determined  will. 

"  Hyar,"  said  he,  "  we're  half  a  mUe  only  to  tlic  back  of  the 
garden ;  and  the  garden's  but  a  small  distance  to  the  house. 
ril  only  have  to  pidl  down  a  few  rails  to  get  into  the  grounds, 
and  there's  a  smart  sprinkling  of  trees,  that  '11  cover  me  pretty 
close  till  I  gets  nigh  to  the  building.  Look  for  me  baick  in  a 
short  hour  and  a-hafe !  Keep  the  dogs  close  till  I  come ! 
Skairt  the  line  of  fences.  Keep  one  of  the  fellows  stationed 
neai  the  road  at  Fryar's  Bend.     All  that  you've  got  to  do  is 


122  THE  FORATUBS. 

je«t  to  keep  the  yotrag  one  from  gitting  above  you.    That's 

aur 

"  S'pose  something  should  happen  to  you,  Dickl"  Buggcsted 
8kin-Uie-8erpent. 

"What's  to  happen!" 

« Why,  s'pose  the  kumel's  got  a  wc'pon  hid  away  close  at 
hand  1     He's  an  old  sodger  yon  know." 

"  You  hear  Pete  Blodgit  says  he  haint !  Why  should  he  I 
He  don't  think  there's  any  danger.  He  don't  calkilate  onr 
diainces  just  now,  when  both  armies  is  so  far  above.  But,  if  I 
aint  back  here  in  a  short  hour  and  a-hafe,  then,  prehaps,  yon*d 
better  ride  up  in  a  body,  and  ax  after  me.    That's  the  how  !'• 

With  these  words,  having  satisfied  all  scruples,  silenced  all 
objections,  completed  his  instructions,  the  outlaw  departed  on 
'  his  audacious  adventure. 

He  rode  a  powerful  steed,  not  so  showy  as  useful,  and  he  was 
a  dextrous  and  fearless  rider.  Suppose,  in  his  case,  as  in  that 
of  most  of  the  common  people  of  this  country,  that  the  costnme 
of  our  Dick  of  Tophet  was  of  ordinary  blue  homespun,  trowsers 
and  hunting  shirt,  yellow  fringed,  a  rough  and  ragged  coon-skin 
cap  ;^- that  he  was  weaponed  with  broadsword  and  pistols,  like 
a  regular  dragoon; — as,  indeed,  he  had  been — and  on  both 
sides  of  the  war ;  —  and  that  his  hirsute  visage  was  just  as  sav- 
age as  a  wild  grin,  a  sabre  cut,  untrimmed  beard,  unkempt  hair, 
and  a  general  scorn  of  appearances  could  render  it;  — and  you 
can  conceive  sufficiently  of  the  sensatic  n  which  such  a  visiter 
will  surely  make  when  he  penetrates  he  parlor  of  Sinclair's 
"  Barony." 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

NEW  SIGNS   IN   THE   SKY. 

But  the  slumbers  6f  our  dragoon  were  slight  and  soon  broken. 
Very  brief  was  the  respite  which  Willie  Sinclair  had  seized 
from  the  necessities  of  war,  in  which  to  visit  the  old  familiar 
places  of  his  •hildhood,  and  once  more  to  embrace  the  sisters  of 
his  love.  It  was,  of  course,  a  great  qualification  of  his  happi- 
ness that  he  was  not  permitted  to  approach  his  father ;  as  the 
reader  Avill  have  already  inferred,  from  our  hurried  sketching, 
he  was,  in  great  degree,  an  outcast  from  thcaffcotion£fof  the  old 
man.  Not  that  the  terms  between  them  had  produced  the  for- 
mal banishment  of  the  son ;  but  that  they  were  of  such  a  nature, 
as  to  embitter  their  ititejviews  when  they  met,  with  such  sharp 
and  biting  controversies,  as  made  it  prudent  for  the  young  man 
to  keep  aloof.     For  months  they  had  not  met. 

The  father,  a  devoted  loyalist,  was  naturally  aroused  to 
extremest  anger,  because  of  his  son's  active  alliance  with 
the  cause  of  the  American  patriots.  That  he  had  had  fre- 
quent successes,  and  had  been  honored  with  rapid  promotion, 
in  consequence,  was  rather  an  aggravation  of  his  offence  than 
an  appeal  to  the  paternal  amour  propre.  When  he  heard  of 
him,  as  he  did  occasionally,  it  was  always  to,  provoke  his  ire, 
no  matter  what  the  tidings.  The  report  of  his  son's  valor  and 
ability,  however  grateful  it  might  be  in  itself,  was  by  no  means  a 
subject  of  exultation,  when  these  qualities  were  exercised  against 
the  sovereign,  fbr  whose  authority  the  old  man  entertained  an 
almost  religious  reverence.  But,  even  this  cause  of  anger,  suf- 
ficient in  itself,  was  increased  by  another,  in  the  misplaced  af- 
fections of  the  young  man.  Colonel  Sinclair  was  a  natural 
aristocrat.  His  conventional  world  had  confirmed  the  despotic 
charai^ter  of  his  mind,  and  trained  him  to  regard  the  family  con- 
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here  she  smiled  and  pressed  his  hand-**''  if,  inde^,  she  answers 
the  description  700  g^ve  of  her." 

'*  What !  you  ftncy  my  paintiBg  that  of  a  self-deluded  lover  V 

'* A  little!' 

"  And  I  the  most  matter-c^-fact  person  in  the  world ;  cool, 
cautions,  calculating,  with  no  more  fancy  than  a  plough-horse." 

''  I  suppose  a  plough-horse  has  his  fancies,  when  out  of  the 
traces,  and  after  an  hour's  hrowsing  in  pleasant  pastures.  I  give 
you  an  equal  degree  of  credit.  I  suppose,  could  he  speak,  he 
would  indulge  in  su])erlative8  about  his  elysium'-^nay,  no  move 
protestations !  £tiough,  Willict  that  she  is  your  fiavorite.  T%at 
is  enough  to  make  her  mine — to  make  me  believe  very  much 
as  you  desire." 

^*  Well,  I  hope  for  an  early  opportunity  to  enable  you  to 
judge  for  yourself!  You  will,  all  of  you,  in  all  probability,  be 
compelled  to  cross  the  river  and  retreat  to  the  hills  of  Samtee. 
The  war  will  soon  approach  this  quarter.  Rawdon  is  on  his 
retreat  Greene  will  press  upon  his  heels.  Orangeburg  must 
be  one  of  the  places  which  he  will  seek  to  hold,  at  all  faaoarda, 
—  for  a  time,  at  all  jb vents— and  there  will  then  be  so  possi- 
bility to  escape  a  battle.  Ton  will  have  to  renuive  from  ^is 
neighborhood,  which  will  then  be  covered  with  the  troops  of  both 
parties  in  turn.  Oaptain  Travis  will  be  under  a  like  necessity 
of  getting  his  family  out  of  the  way ;  and,  unless  he  is  more 
deeply  committed  to  the  British  than  I  beHeve,  you  w31  prob- 
ably meet  on  the  hills." 

"  Do  you  suppose  fiather  will  leave  the  Barony  because  of 
this  approach  of  war!  He  will  spurn  the  idea.  It  will  he 
difficult  to  persuade  him  tliat  he  will  not  £nd  p^^'fiect  safely 
under  the  British  Lion." 

**  We  must  teach  him  the  absurdity  of  such  a  notion  itom-^ 
and  we  can.  The  day  of  his  perfect  faith  in  British  prowess  m 
pretty  much  gone  by.  He  tan  not  deceive  himself  much  longer 
as  to  the  result  of  this  struggle." 

*'  Ah  1  I  don't  see  that !  He  mil  no^  see  it !  He  does  not 
believe  your  assurances,  or  that  of  your  party ;  and  the  British 
maintain  appearances  welL  When  Lord  Bawdoa  was  here  last, 
and  father  expressed  his  anxieties  in  rei^>ect  to  the  sueeesses  of 
Marion  and  Sumter, my  lord  laughed  at  then;  spoke  of  them 
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with  perfl^t'cotit^topt,'  instsUd  tipo^  theih  ii^  j^rlc^  dkkgg^i- 
tions, — the  stnull  performanc^B  of  a  petty  ontlawiy'irlitcli  'W&qBl 
be  crnBbed  at  once,  were  they  not  almost  too  insignificaiit  for 
attention.** 

"  And  my  father  believed  him  V* 

"  He  could  not  less.  H6  desired  to  belleye  him ;  and  his 
lordship  seemed  to  be  of  nnqnestionable  authority.  Hie  rais- 
ing pf  the  siege,  of  lHnety-$ix  confirms  him  in  flie  belief." 

'*  fie  knbws  not  then  of  the  British  abandoiiment  of  th^  po^ 
as  soon  as  Ghreene  was  driven  off.  He  will  yet  dee  feiirfal  proofls 
of  the  ^its  of  tbis  abandonment.  .  tinder  tti^  esiort  of  Orugef , 
more  than  two  thousand  of  the  wretched  loyaBists,  ttien, 
women,  and  children,  their  entire  families^  are  on  their  way  to 
the  seaboard.  The  British  are  no  longer  able  to  protect  them 
,in  their  homes.  Post  after  post  is  thus  albandoned;  and  soon, 
the  same  future  awaits  the  post  at  Orangeburg.  Soon,  the 
British  army  wiD  be  confined, to  Charleston,  and  they  ai'e  des- 
tined Jo  b^  driven  thence  as  certainly." 

"  Kot  if  they  receive  new  regin^ents  from  Europe !  ^  Upon 
this  my  father  counts.  It  was  Xord  Kawdon^s  assurance  that 
there  shonld  b^  no  lack  of  troops."  , 

"  An  idle  one.  The  British  exchequer  fe  exhAusted.  '  The 
British  nation  is  pjrepared  to  refbse  all  further  subsidies.  They 
can  obtain  no  more  troops  from  Germany.  They  can  no 
longer  pay  them  if  they  could  get  them.  Their  best  hope  lay- 
in  the  strength  of  the  lQya^sts.  The  gamo  was  to  make  one . 
half  of  the  people  fight  the  other  half;  but  fliis  hope  is  fkiling 
fast.  Their  oply  resource,  for  new  regiments,  is  Ireland,  and 
t^e  Irish  desert  their  ranks  almost  as  sooni  ad  they  take  the 
field*  fiawdon  ci^i  no  longer  yield  his  confidence  to  his  own 
regiments.  The  fate  of  the  .^ar  is  inevitable.  '  It  needs  only 
that  we  should  avoid  a"  general  engagement.  If  we  can  pro- 
long the  struggle  for  six  months,  and  avoid  all  Sjerious  disaster 
in  the  meanwhile,  we  triumph." 

We  mifst  not  omit  to  mention,  that  Carrie  Sinclair  was,  her- 
self no  moderate  rebel.  She  sided  fully  with  her.  brother  in 
his  principles  and  hopes.  Her  feminine  nature  could  not  ex- 
fltctly  feel  his  confid^pce,  however ;  and  her  father's  prejudices 
and  passions  served  to  prevent  her  from  any  unnecessary  dis- 


jligr  of  h/er  ig^p;^U4«B<  Tbf^  kfir  lovpr  vfW  *bf»  Ri^Dw^  jcq^^, 
^^  peirhftps  ^  |ifld^tipii«l  cefj^opL  for  the  feUh  vW.ch  rfie  eqtof- 
jtiUi^d  m  til©  cause  of  liberty.  She  wa?  a  filling  li^tupiier  to  her 
brother.  Her  soul  was  an  ardent  one»  and  she  lent  an  e^j^  e^ir 
to  his  narratives  of  the  Htrug^le  ip  sundry  p}ace9«  He  bsonght 
if^wn  the  pr^gre83  of  t^ip  yar  V>  ^he  prespnt  m^^oftt,  ftupr  her 
satisfaqtjon ;  jwd  shp  §^qou  lewcpfid  fo  fe*^  aII  hji  (Qopfid«jacf 
That^ib,6  If^e  JP^tle  af  d  ftubmi38iyft  whe«  ^M*  hj^— -IM^  viA 
l^et  fether^tjial;  ^  cpwjd  jjgpjiithfze  lyHh,  t^>e  ()ne^  9^  for- 
^ar  siiwtly  witfe  Ae  other,  wer^  only  ij^  mffo^  p(  her  filial 
fjijid  ai^terly  affections  }n  spn?e  4^^?^  8h^  p?rte9jk  of  the 
courage  of  her  race ;  aDid  ahp  loyed,  nm^  ^9? e  |tha|^  ^e  could 
axG;u3e  to  hep^lft  the  exjciti^^j  story  of  the  wild  $tnig||Ie»  the 
gallant  charge»the  audapiot^  adyeuture^anAthe  Filaatt?w^ 
So  ^mestjy  engaged  w^re  tb^  two  }n  th^se  ^larrf^tivef >  Aafc  the 
fjignals  of  Liittle  PeteTi  M  the  chaijnher-do.or^  ww  thrice  t^ 
pe^te4,  b^ore  they  gave  ear  to  hi?  desire  to  <Qomu?unlca^  with 
them.     When  he  was  adi^itted,  he  said ;— ^ 

'*^uuy  Bowlegs.  Mws  WilUe — hiiJ  wn*  m^-  Bfe  df  look 
out  flp  say  'trwge  Jpojking  pupsp^  is  a-pomingj  BC^  pull 
down  de  rye  fieP  fence ;  he  djei  coi^e  roiind  by  49  garden.  He 
Jiiih  big  bone  Uifc]^  hos^«  apd  he  'tw  {stands]  close  ii^  d^  tide, 
^tid(8  bottom  ob  d^  garden,  as  ef  he  bin  da  look  put  Ibr  aae 
lyha's  a  dobig  yer-  3^ny  Sity  you  pu^  keep  close.  He  da 
li^atch  de  pusson  and  wijl  nebber  leff  *ep>  put  ob  sjght" 

"Where's  Benny  r 

*'  He  da  fellow  clo^e  on-de  track ^b  4o^  't^rAnge  pusson,  imb 
heriug  be^'f  \n  de  tick  [thipket]  fcr  watch  'enu" 

"  V^afy  go^da .  ^K^eep  cJosoi  Beter,rand  don't  let  ^roun^f  be 
^p,  qinless  thfi  atrapg^i:  wme^  up  t^  tj^e  house.  l^ou)4  Vie 
>rai;it  to  see  jsay  ^h^x,  admit  hipn,  but  don't  be  o^t  of  reack  and 
hearing.  Tbp  fellow's  coming  in  on  the  re&r  is  suspicious! 
Can  it  be  one  of  these  rascals  1  Hardly!  He  would  hardljr 
venture  thus !  What  can  be  the  fellov's  policy  1  If  Blodgit 
has  reported  me  abgent,  they  would  certainly  seek  (or  me  be- 
low. If  I  ^  supposed  to  be  here,  oife  of  them,  alone,  would 
hardly  makQ  the  venture.  Yon  did  not  ^ee  the  feUow,  yourseli^ 
Peterr 

**  Nebber  sh'uiri  [see  hunj  niaussa.    Benny  sh'nm,  tgn^  t^ 
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01^  He  da  hiAe  in  de  tick,  bottom  ob  cte  garden.  Benny  h\3h 
in  de  t*i6k  behin''  em,  (br  see  irha'  be  gnine  do.  Arter  Benny 
tell  me,  den  be  gone  fpr  bide.'' 

''▼etiry  f^ll  keep  aboitt  tbe  botui6,  Md  666  wliat  tbe  tyilow 
#ailts,  dbdild  bb  ap^rbaeb.  1  WfQ  be  6tk  tbis  alett,  And  keep  aa 
e\69b  ^  ptiMih.    All  rt^t  f    XTo  iiow  f^ 

Peter  disappeared. 

« tVlio  can  ft  1>e  t'^  said  OkM^  nneai%. 

<' As  it  ifi  but  a  single  mun/'  answered  WiHie,  **  ibere  can  b«» 
no  canse  for  nn^asine^.  Still,  tf  h  be  bne  of  tb^e  btTtlawv, 
tbey  ihay  bar^  sbme  deeper  bcbemes  in  agitatiob  than  I  6an  at 
proaent  conceive.  If  X  conld  get  a  glimpse  of  tbe  Mbw,  on  bis 
approach,  it  might  ^ve  me  a  cine  to  his  purpose.*^ 

And  be  rose,  and  looked  at  the  prTming  of  Ms  pistols. 

*'  He  is  making;  bts  way  from  tbe  rear.  I'll  teH  you  wba^, 
Carrie,  lil  steal  tbrotigb  the  paissage  doWn  the  jfhrivate  stairs, 
and  conceal  myself  in  tbe  pantry.  Thut  Will  enable  me  to  look 
out  npon  t\ie  rear,  unseen.  Do  yon  go  first,  and  see  If  tlie  coart 
la  clear.    It  will  not  do  to  meet  my  father  now  !*• 

¥bis  was  done ;  the  moment  for  descebding  the  fttairs  Was 
pTopitiens— ^Colonel  Sinclabr  stUl  brooded  in  the  breakfast 
room,  wiib  little  Lottie,  playing  with  her  doll,  before  biis  ciyes 
— and  Willte  (hole  doWn  the  private  stairway  Into  the  pantry, 
through  the  sheltering  blinds  of  wbieb  be  could  note  all  th^ 
ajiproaches  ih  the  rear  of  tbe  dwelling,  yet  remain  unseen 
himself.  &er^  Oarrie  left  him,  proceeding  to  tbe  breakfk^ 
room,  whence'  slie  Wotild  have  pervaded  little  Lolitie  off  to  her 
lessons ;  bnt  the  'old  man  raised  bfs  eyefit,  and  mfldly  sald:^— 

**  Leave  her  ifor  a  white,  Carrie.  It  do^s  me  ^ood  to  see  bar 
play,  and  bear  her  prattle.  An  bour  bene^  "^111  lietv^  ^viery 
purpose.'* 

Carrie  was  very  anxious  to  get  Lottie  up  stairs,  and  out  of  the 
tray  of  danger,  but  her  argument  failed  With  tbe  old  man,  and 
ahe  did  not  venture  to  declare  tbe  apprehensibnb  which  she 
entertained.  She  rejoined  Willie,  and  be  pacified  ber  tineasi- 
neas. 

*'Do  not  Ibel  troubled,  Omte.  I  ibkll  not  ftH  yoia,  yott 
know,  tf  tber^  is  any  danger,  Lottie  may  b^  sent  out  of  the 
way  at  any  moment    Thk  fellow,  whoever  be  ia,  may  be  ap- 


jjTO^^cbing  pn  j^ome  ,?u^h  missipu  ae^  that  oi  Blodm^  i^t  al' 
eyents^  there  is  but  one  of  them,  and  I  fency  I  shall  be  ^uite 
enough  to  manage  him.**  ..      .  ,  ^ 

**^)Bpt  wfiy  l^t  l^im  w^rpachfat  aUi  WilUe?  :  Why  n^t  ^ow 
yours^V  a^jp^T-ail  .th^  ip^id^eiljp'  a^  h^re,  wi^  -  «lpw,  ^thd 
father's  rifle  fiangs  in  tfce  Wl7jai^wai:n}umoff  at^t^}^  ipuszla 
of  your  gun  V  ,        ,  .    i 

''You  forget,  Garrieu  that  my;  pur^>9se.  is  poi>c^l;n^ut  for  jtihe 
priesent,  Beaid^  if^  I  show  myself  at  door  ,01;  wiAdow,  who 
knows  what  rii|e-shot;s  Jf  may  draw.  The  dwelling  may  be 
];eapb^  firopi  the . fprjest-cover  by  a  good  rifle;  aiid  the  fdlow, 
who  qoof^es  alo^^  i^  probably. ^oteoted  ip  ^is  progress  by  good 
marksmen.  No!  no!  IM^.be?^  Apd  safest  tg  let  the  one  ras- 
cal come  and  empty  his  budget^  We  may  get  something  out 
of  him  which.it  will  be  ysQivi^  to  kno.w..  lly  game  |s  to  g^  in- 
telligence. I  have  b^n  doing  thiB  very  businessi  ^ay  aod 
Bight,  fo;r  Marion,  foar  the  last  .ftree,  wee^  and  there  is  much 
yhich  I  would  learn,  of  this  neighborhood  and  Orangeburg, 
which  I  could  not  get  from  a  better  source  than  this  promj«ea 
to  be,  •  Dpn't  you  become  fidgety,  now.  C^me,  you  are  a  bjrave 
girl,  and  you  must  exert  youifself  to  keqp  ^uiet  .  Benpy  Bow- 
legs, knows  his  busine93^  and  will  come  to  m;^  sw^cor  should  he 
be  needed..  See  here>  n^  horn  is  ready  to  soiy^d  f^r  |am.;  and 
Lktle  Pe^er  is  sufficiently  ifiri^tchful  of  Benny  to  play,  his  part 
ma^;iful^y.  All's  safe,  belfpve  me;  only,  as  I  iji^usthold  myself 
as  much  flrom  ^igbt  as  possibly,  it  will  ^ot  do  t^  let  .^is  .fellow 
^^s|>ect  my  prepence*  W^i^i^st  ^ajt  evei^ts.  Be  si^  hoiv'- 
ever,  thati  soi  s^o^i  as  it  becomea  ne^cesparj,  I  sl^all  pake  my 
appea^ancfew  To  lie  quiet^now  js  the  best  i^ay  ^^|^t  til^ese,  ras- 
cals ju;ito  my  ppwej:,"  r  .  -  .  > :  :  ' 
'  '*  But  what  do  you  want  with  them )     Why  not  scare  tiien) 

.  ".Ah!  you. are  not  yet- a  soldier!  Ton  cav*t  8<^e  these  fel-: 
lows  off!  If  I  did  so  now*  they  would  be  upon  yot)  as  svoq  as 
I  disappear.  No !  no  I  Better  take  themi  and  pairo  off.  their 
daws.  They  are  giving  us  an  opportunity  to  do  so ;  and  only 
^cause,  th^j  take  for  grpte^  that  I. am  now  ski^jng  ia  y.pn* 
4ec  farQ;^..  , Shall  I  balk  tbep^?  mi  no!  QfffJ^ff  X  hop*  to 
bag  f^very  iras^al  yf  the  gang  Before  Aig^tfal)  !*' 
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her  olMaAe)r/&o«  tb^  wi^dc^w  of  vlnch,  nbA  kept  w^^tch  \ipoii 
tIle«pproliota^fik«^:Ui^:i^y^iMi^*accoji^djiig  tf  her  brotber's  ipr 

VIIU^  ja^U  w^w4  kwt  k^iiv^WB<rt«^op,-  ,'3r^^,pi)uk% 
mud*  ki(i.^ippfft|iuwf»>  «»«gw  fif<^.  Mva.fW  pf  Hb^,«pi"4ftft/ 
ainfiblbi«9€i0kiiaidUmii^^mQiq^  .    t        '      ' 

•'The  4iMiu!AoaiA  fl«5QiwMll"  he  wptter^,  "ft  %  Jhw^.  tf^ 
eheratAer  of  tiie  vrQt<^!!  I  lo^.!  .,He  If^oif^  h^w  feeble  joiy 
fifcther  Uk  BledgH  haf  tpld  Mn  i^;  im^^  he  rappo^e^  n^  to  bf 
belpiTk.  Be  iKWBeffiDritti  opep^ye9,,m:$me4  4fy4ight,  fud  intf 
tiie  trap.    Wolf!    It  shall  be  a  dead^^Ul"  r 

And,  with  the  utmost  coolness,  Sinclair  disposed  his  pistols 
upon  the  table,  cocked  and  ready ;  and  drew  his  sabre  so  gently 
as  thai  no  sounds  should  reach  his  father's  senses  in  the  adjoin- 
ing room.  The  naked  weapon  he  leaned  up  in  the  comer,  con- 
venient to  the  grasp,  should  he  need  to  dart  through  the  door 
separating  the  two  apartments.  This  was  ajar — ^just  wide 
enough  to  admit  of  a  hand — and  could  be  thrown  open,  without 
noise,  in  a  moment.  He  took  off  his  spurs,  and  laid  them  care- 
Adly  aside.  His  moccasined  feet  gave  forth  no  sound.  Open- 
ing the  bosom  of  his  hunting-shirt,  he  felt  for  the  handle  of  his 
eouiean  de  ehasse,  and  satisfied  himself  that  it  lay  easy  to  his 
grasp.  These  things  done,  he  composed  himself  quietly,  to 
wait  the  progress  of  events.  He  w^  too  old  a  soldier  to 
endeavor  to  precipitate  them.  He  resumed  his  watch  at  the 
window-blind,  and  noted  the  deliberate  progress  of  the  outlaw, 
88  he  rode  up  to  a  tree,  dismounted,  flung  his  bridle  over  a 
swinging  limb,  and  marched  boldly  and  heavily  up  the  back 
stairway  into  the  great  passage  of  the  dwelling. 

It  would  have  been  quite  easy  for  Sinclair  to  have  shot  him 
down  at  any  moment,  on  this  progress ;  but  Willie  did  not  de- 
light in  deliberate  bloodshed.  He  would  have  felt  a  degree  of 
shame  at  such  a  procedure.  Besides,  though  an  outlaw,  Dick 
of  Tophet  might  now  design  no  evil.  At  all  events,  there  was 
sufficient  time  to  ascertain  his  purposes ;  and  these  purposes  it 
was  quite  important  that  our  major  should  learn.  There  was 
yet  another  consideration.    To  act»  in  any  way  decisively,  in 


be  tieen,  was  to  involve  himself  m^yre  d^^lf  with  Ikfo  4htb«n 
Dick  was  ostcfrisibty  a  Irintf 8  nittfr,  atia€foldMl€iMlalrfN>«ld 
require  some  Ter^  certain  evidence  before  he  wonM  ti^lkrwi 
Khn^paUe  bf  €«8igidn|^^niil  *t6  IkiituMF'otf  CaWlfy*  TIm  g6od 
^in^  fimcieii'tiMe  teretypicftsMfcig^  loydMM  n^Mvtluneil  iha 
uitteMver^nt^  lor iregn  idtttobiMjf  ^Wlilni iMso w# i^^fr voaoi^ 

AU  these  thonghts  passed  throtigh  Wfllie  ^EHtidlahr^  f&idd  aft 
ttie  6tida#  approached;  bnt'to  smiled'to  WmMff  «M lie'saiS : — 

^  Bat  he  wiir  soon  gfow  wiser'!  Hell*fire  lKck>  %<iia»Wfg 
hhnself  secnns,  will  not  long  delay  to  Atiw  Mi  tn«o  oirioft.  I 
have  a  long  «core  wfth  the  scoiuickreL  li  "vKM  fer  %ai^-  wi^  ai«i 
but  I  pay  him  off  to-iayf*  1  /- 
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Kmrn  wag  go<^.  o}d  genilQix^n,  iq  tbe  foil  eiyojiDf iit  of  tbe 
4P^#tir9»dMi  (fig^itatf,  h9B  ptrepar/^  fpr  fartlier  ^aqt^iei  thftt 
Aionung,  tlian  onr  ^tnidj  Baron  of  Suidair, ,  The  preyioi^y 
events  of  the  clay  had 'had  the  effect  of  sabdaing  his  mood  tp 
oa^of  a  ^diet^tf.  upt  a  fleaa#n|;  nxeUmphoIj.  T^e  Qzpi^ment 
^coMO^ed  hpr  the  ^i^jpoaed  danger  of  his  sqa  had  not  exactl^jr 
pasfled  awn^  ;  but  reiwalned  in  nome  degr^f?.  &  cA\iee  of  thought 
Hand  TDodit^ton^  The  old  njan  waa  braoding  over  past  and  pres- 
ent^ muxtoufi  gnd  soa^ewbat  weary — not  so  nancb  vex^d  aa  sad 
— musing  upon  di^p pointed  expectations  and  with  those  doubts 
of  hjs  DwjQ,  and  tbe  future  of  bi^  famUj,  wUidi  his  '^ety  eonii- 
denx^  k  ibe  ultiuiatc  success  of  tbe  king's  arm^,  waa  c*lcu!ftted 
to  mwak'jn,  J^ut  bk  geiiteral  temper  wast  subdued  for  a  Bcaaon. 
He  waa  partly  exhausted  hy  his  previoiae  excitement,  ar*d  a 
brief  forbearance^  on  tbe  part  of  bifi  gont,  had  left  bim  in  a  de- 
gree of  ease  of  body*  in  which  hie  mind  could  brood  witlKiil 
suBering.  His  features  were  now  mild.  His  eyes  watched  tbe 
jilay  of  Uttle  Lottie^  and  he  BomeW^B  answered  ber  little 
^nerieS}  with  a  chjldlsh  prattle  like  her  own.  Suddenly,  the 
child  approached  him  with  ^  houndi  Inspiring  him  with  tbe  ut- 
most terrors  for  bis  foot.  He  could  not  stir  a  peg,  and  so  senst- 
tiTe  and  nervous  bad  be  become  on  tbe  subject  of  this  delteate 
mf^mberj  that  he  waved  ber  off  with  botli  bands  as  be  cried 
aloud : — 

**  Keep  off,  ZiOttie,  if  yon  wonl^  not  hear  papa  sauaU  oot.^ 
•  Would  it  hi>rt,you  so  very,,  very  much,  pajpii  f* 

"  Don*t  you  think,  Lottie,  that  it  J3;iu8t  be  a  very  great  hurt, 
iii4eedf  that  would  ma^e^papa  s^oall  opit  as  yoTi  sbmethpe'd,  do  f* 

^Afitiii  VoXhfft  night,  papm  wheu  tlie,  t>at  flew  into  the 
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window,  and  almost  into  my  face.  But  that  was  only  from 
scare,  papa.    It  just  brnshed  my  shoulder  with  its  wings." 

"Yes,  Lottie,  and  it  scares  me  almost  as  much  when  you 
come  bounding  about  my  sore  foot  like  a  young  kitten.*' 

"  But  I  wouldn't  hurt  your  foot,  papa,  for  anything.  Why 
don't  you  let  me  nurse  your  foot  1  I'd  like  to  help  sister  Game 
when  she  dresses  it  a^  ^^^  jp  Wl^?'  QT^  ^  ^^^  morning  and 
at  night.  I  can  dress  it  I'm  sure,  just  as  good  as  sis.  Jjock 
at  my  little  Sophy  now.  Seekow  I've  dressed  her,  and  she 
k^ows  how  well  she  looks.  Don't  you  see  how  big  her  eyes 
'ar6, 'luift  how  pr6ttd  she  ist  And  this  is  wf  »y,  ffrerthi^.  I 
dress  W  a  dozen  times  a  Jay,  and'  know'}\tst  kow  to  put  on 
everything..  AnS  won't  you  fet  mte  Sresjryoo*  p6or)>ld  ib<>t  as 
well  as  sist*'  "  ,       .  '  ' 

**Ah!  you  are  ^ot  yet  aWe  fet  tlat,'libttie.    Sfofae  *ay, 

Serhaps,  if  papa  Kves  tBl  you  harfe  grow*  it  yoniigtadly,  we  shaB 
ien  see  what  soft  of  nurse  you  Win  make." 

«  Thank  yot>,  papi !  I  shall  be  t^o  glad.*'*  Aiid  as'  Ae  dr6# 
dose  to  his  side,  he  ptii  htsam  iHoitt  knd*  kil^  ti#.  Tlie  oia 
soldier  was  not  always  stormy .*•' 

.  "iTiere  now,  Lot^e,  go  to  ypui  pKytfcin'gii  iny  ihttt;  I  fed 
nothing  but  fea^  aild  Iremtilfiig  when  jrou  are  s^^l^tng  iANnit 
ine.  And  yet,  Lottfe,'t  would'  not  Vttii  ypu  sliouM  cSMto  to 
skip— only  skip  away— Maf  offr  •  • 

"I  won*t  s^ip,papa — ^1  won't g6iieai*ydtirfeotl*xwodMbft 
iurt  you  for  anything.**    '  i     •  :  •  1     • 

*';  "ISTot  depignedtylXotklA-i-yofd  MAM  tiot  BtttnshfllWnf  stre 
careless  ancl  thoughUess  )itde  creatures,  ,ai'd!'wyK^^6&iF)i^'3ii 
ipisch^ef  withot^t  meaning  it'  I^ou/Qiij  not  m^k  to  let,  the 
jparrot  out,  liottie";  'not  to  Ibreak  'flife  ftg  j^talss  ift'tuti^'  nor  U 
upset  and  ireak  my  physic  bottle';  nor  t6  ^iiible  "out  oiKtha 
piazza ;•*— nor  to—" 

"  Oh !  papa,  don't  tell  everyAiing.  How  can  you  i^membdr 
ey,einrthing  against  me  so  ?"  . 

"I  wish ^  to  ifemember,  Ix)ttie.*^ 
.   "But  I  don*t  wish  to  remember,  papa.    I*  ij'on't  ti1i:e  ^    It 
iw^es  me  feel  so  ashaiped/'  ,  '       . 

and  it  is  very  well,  so  long  as  mtle  gins  ana  boys  can  lee!  it. 


ft  wj^h^  wwm  tots  thesb  iitth^  time  AovUi  f^m  4o0iii«tirheii 
they  oeMe  to.fi»el  it..  B«(^/gp  to  ^/'^uv  play,^  child.  I  love  it 
see  you  play."  . . 

"  I  am  not  playing  nonr»  pup^  f  Tm  mrhrngj,  .i^b  vl^,.% 
beaotifiil  irespi  I've  JQft  ma^B  fox  little -Bopby.  I  vk^^  it  all 
myself.    Sis  only  cut  it  on^" 

,  ''  Very  pretty,!  How  many  of  yoiof  ffs^r -s  dressogdii^ve  yon 
fut  upi.  Lotli^  making  ^9(^  fpr  little'  ^Pfi^^F  ^^^^  ^^^^  1^^^ 
the  cold l'^  ,  ...  .^  •/,  X 

«  Oh !  we  don't  cut  up  any  exci^  wbf^ft  th^'x^e  not  fit  tp  -be 
worn  any  more.  Si$,  dpf't  |let  me;  *  Pufc.  p<!P%  4o  you  rf«lly 
%e  to  se^tme  a^nrnt  yon«  iu4  beaf  me.pri^Ulebi  ^%•J^^^.  ^\  W** 

?* Tp  Jieajr yQuprattle,  v^ary  ^^ch^, p^, iW^,  y^^  toaj:*^t  uft 
too^near  n^,  fjpet^  Lottie; — thAt!atal)--'>reia9mbei|  tjtuit!"— *6eet 
ing  tlie  cbUd  agjatn  approa^l^ng  ^im,  > 

'^  Do  you  want  to  bear  the  song  I've  just  {earsedy  f  ^pA  t 
Sta  taught  iAi9«    It's  M8;)ireeiafidp^pettyr*  all  abo^t 

** lh%  liOlVgnty  ■qttltTeVsci  iti  th«  f^e^n  ttk^ 
AdA  I  ]Dob#d  at  hka  aad'  li«  iMkUiat  n^^  ' 
.And  bo aalj,  ' It4ttie  giH.  4o  ytn.  UObe  sa  jrou. logkr  /     > 
^at  if uey  gf i^  ■qninial  i^p^  tha  gr«#n  ftv^** . . 

^  A  saucy  little  squirrel,  indeed ; — but  enbngfa  of  the  BOng  liow; 
Lottie.  Some  other  time  you  shaB  sing  it  all  fb^  ti&e:^^Ko 
doiiM  i^  is  *  twy  pretty  song,  if  Carrie  tau^  you,;  for  'she 
knows  how  4o  sing-  pretty  soongs,  and  to  make  them  tioo.^'    '  '    " 

^8he  maddthat  one,  paji^;  and  she  'made  another  thkt  sfa^ 
sings  herself,  all  about         /  ; 

■  "A  handsome  ai^ali6>—''  /'   , 

''Hal  ha  I  so  she  sings  lii  hanSsoina  ascyaiiars^  does. 4^1 
o»?.''v««  wMdd  l&e  to  aing  of  a-han^ome  eaitaEdr  too^  would 
you!" 

"  Tes*  if  sis  would  only  teach  mo,  but  sbb  won't  teach  me 
that  song.  But  I  mfiaa  ta  watch  her,  aad  listen^  wban  A/^ 
isfr't  thinkings  papa*  and  I'll  learn  it  .all  by  myadf.*" 

''Whati  sti^alagem  already  1  Add  do  ykiu  remembernediiag 
os^re  about  diat  habdsom^  caTdSev  ?"  ; 

'^Nafrmaab^r^ll  iaiaomatUng  about  ^AkandsomeieatraBeryf 
moAi  a  WdriiUna*'  and  \fm  'He  bode  at  eariy  AkmC  "" 


t8<  THSt'MUfEBS. 

K^OB^t  d6  bo  taa^gle  tfionf  0}4t«f'0  *v«m48;  Boi'iKi(d<i  Tew-  ksv^ 
stolen  tbem  from  her  tongue,  then  come,  Lottie,  anff  U^  Aeita 
ttwisf  fe  p»pa^6  ^*r,  «^  Wi'U  ctje*7  flref  sWiefr  fttrft  togeAer.** 
'  ^*  Ob  r  yes,  papa  S  ^JTbai  Wfll  W  so  iHbel'  'WdtftH  tti*e 
sissi  open  her  eyes  when  she  hears  ft?*'  *  ' 

*^  And  her  ears  t66v  if  ^ti  sing  l^  Idiriai^  as  yiofn  tftllt,  Lottie. 
B^  lobk  otit  my  diM^^tnii  iee  4}K^  it  ft  3it  flii^1>ad:j^fiiL  1 
hear  a  strange  voice  and  footsteps." 

"  r  don't  heir  ittiy Aiii^,  pftpa;*^         ' 

«6o,  Be(e,  Httte  Ldttt^,'iind  conrer  tilf  tlk|Wfc*' 
.   TFhe  chtM  |>tit  d<rfnilief  toj^B  and*  disaj^pcitreJF  iiirih^]>i8silg«L 
H(tr  {rrattle  had  liotf  {hrepar<yt^  ifie  Ve1;erto  ft^tll^  k)rt  W  vtsiter 
be  WHS  new  ^qhii>dl'  tir  efUgi-tKiA.    Stktttif  'A-  dkHnettt'lM 
elapsed  when  the  child  ranftincK,  cryfeg'  dotrtf:*— 
' '  **0h,  papai  *  rtrtiigfe  ikaai,  tfn*  so  ngfy  |»        •  • 

"Not  so  M«a*ied  ngty  either,  Ifttl^  Wiittt}^!**  eidkittidrBSSr 
of  Tophet,  who  had  foUowedi  cJtose  I^ehii^  har,r  im#  heard  her 
speech  distinctly*  He  antered  tbet  todat  s^aalJAg,  dashed  his 
cap  down  upon  tbsd-  taUe,-«ad>  tbncw^MMSell  ktb^  ai (Aair  directly 
opposite  the  eniihioned  feetof  the  od(Mid.  The  rbteran  opened 
his  eyes  wid^  ^  the  iagparitioiu   .     :  .      .     . 

**  Hpw  are  yqu,,  old  b^cji,  tibi^  yI"^hi,  ii^ajthor  1" 
.   NQver  was  morUl  astonishvent  gr^atav  than/that  ^f  our  ^asas 
at  this  imjgudeot  intrust  and  sjpoecK    tattle  WUa  diaa^ 
D^i^fd  in  terror*  flying  uy  stairs,    fo/  a  magoe&t  tim  Gofo«eI 
was  absolutely  speechless.    The  other  resumpd:^ — 

"  I  say,  bow  are  you,  old  buck,  this  hot  wither  f ' 

''  Who  the  devil  are  2^<^  ^  demanded  Sinclair,  finding  his 
fongnii  inTjhia  inereaainsir  iufigBiltrto.  i.  *  * 

'^Tho  devil  hsaueli;  if  you  ^booae^fMine  to^look  aAar  1w]#% 
pie !  How  are  you,  I  say.  in  this  brimstone  weather  ?" 
*  The  oolohol  stretched  out  hi0  hand  to  possesv  bimieU  of  his 
gold-haaded  cane,  the  only  wiccpMi  mmmr  Uim.  Hia  pnpii 
was  appareiit  ia  his  eye.  But  tke  rtiiBaft  was  top  qoUki&t  )liM» 
fvd  too  watofafoL  He  bod  only  to  thi!«6t  out  Ma  aiid^  io^send 
the  cane  away  beyond  the^  M  num^si  veacAii'  h^iMm  tfbiMy 
irmfmM  of  soeavood,  Mhi  mUed  alottg  smooAIy  omrtbM^mm^ 
hogany,  unia  it  Mdoa  Aod  {ftmg^irte  th^fsfctoti^A^  flM» 


aorftei*    H^iondtt  m,  im^x$»iMy  ^on.to  vim^  but  IMck  ^ 

terrible  twioge  in  the  mentbM.flri  ait«e  Mtngili  4b#  vnlciriMl  bin 
uMBrMplMfDMac    .B»qfMi|od  «ot^^«n 

^HiUod,.*faM:ei    Bcm^ji^  Jiiltl^^Petcy!'' 

^¥o%iiMltt  Ihi  iviMii^^fetMi^  ^Mt  yrmrltl  to^l  jrour  bffnr^ 
ia^    ThtiTiiigi^lw  •m^t4)ft.yQibreliieKd)4r^lo^ 
mmhrhtiAji'  -  u 

"My  8011*8  body!    My«0ikir*^r'  ,  . 

"Tes!    He  tbat  wa8  mnrdinwd  ImH  m|pb«  b(r^te  Wodgi^ 
liiitBMl^iM  Pidk  yotfr.kopiK.  iH$|  ba/liUi    .AmkL^m  be- 

to  yon  to  know,  tben  111  tall  y#ii»  HmU  y4nz  a«!p2i(  infiii  fi^tf  dN^ 
present  He's  in  po^wievML^oo^  hnHitoi  WoN«  mrngbt  liSm j  the 
yomig  MMk  ami  hil^A^bii/a«la#e  kUcU  fitidof  a  l^odr^i^ietl  Iriek- 
01^  Mi^balf  umleiof.  JBbi  isi^OU  *Ur«»  anA  kicii6))g^$;biit 
wWbOT.Wlt  UivtB  Mfitkert  famm  aUJ^pM^A  te  yott!  Ifve^ 
eome  to  see  bow  much  ransom  yon're  ready  to  pagr  Atwii***^ 

TbeifathiM>it9MiiW'eaiB«^bia*k.  ! 

"  ])q  y«a,  jkeU  vcf  tlMit  «o^  son  is  #;{iria8iBeitS*T 
.^«  Flwt kl  aJbT<-»t«0lii  as  A  UaAbmiAVEh vicifr 
<«  T«  wbom  b  be  a  pris^meil" 
^Wl^  to  «K»;«i4  mf  bik>lkk6r  Mldg»til,  lo  b^onre!" 
<<Aii<lwiloareyotiir     :.  ' 

"Wkoaiall    Tkai'a ft  pva^O^  4«o«^^bv    Itbo«9kllH»^ve  it 
io»ltit<H[  »a^lg||ftiaK)iigfc-t<>»JetfP»»t^  know  iriio  Itm. 

Button: d0i'f  oanni  f^mntiiMmnts eoamoft  pte^la^ I  sevMiti-* 
har*,  XoiAhi  %  f;rfai  kai^QntoiM^,  raftA  emrt  see  and:  feel  a«. 
camnof^  peet)*^eT(  WeU» HI  4aaek  jwa.wka  I.  ami.  Iml^. 
]fl#«  woai^ravirit-by  eomiMltiimid  of^tioiiMdi^r^.iLaAy  othsa^ 
ways  of  giving  yon  onderstanding  beftft^4^*i^^wt''*^  -3^9^' 
l>al»^,at^t<»i#aoidt;iJdl  IJtowii.tufcA-  yoft-<eea  Jali-A«ir4M-~ 
tbat'a  my-JMlfBfaLnMM^  yo^.s^e^  ^k^K  gotAMn^  mydai  aaifc- 
tW  ffii«Nik;'k«t«e  yqnijeeaHy  wMi^s  Sc  kttoMr  aie^as  Aetiom. 
mmpeofptei  kn^s  moitban  V^  'BMMita  Disk;'  «t  yoiu^ 
sirrio*i'? 


iSi  THE  MMUfiBS. 

%1  n&t^  de  ^aerti,  txA  klB  Y^nA  wm'  ii}fliltMv>  aiA  hit  iltnt 
8tre«i^ll«d  omit  with  a*  boH  of  ihtei^ritill  digbity,  IM  bto  ^«ic4dti&oJb 

«Oome!   cornel   no  hloody  eobpMttietite,  ym  <M  honAM 
hanystocrat !     Keep  k  eiril  loiigne  4tt '  jroar  beM!     Ybd^ 
89«ti]ti^  Ip  ^mt  bf  ht6  M^etfly^i  «^06r^  M  ftMi  ««H<9fO«;*  imd, 
iMM  thifn  thit,  Ab  I  iMAl'd  y<Mi  beih^el  y^f  fftMciNiif »  4eck>ii 
at  the  eend  of  my  stimip-leather.    So,  be  as  decent  M^Wb  %aat 
be,  ef  yon  have  a  mind  to  his  'saWatlin/* ' 
-VYi4hrfhlBmjto«ty*€lwrvfee(r^         „.  , 
^lVb^4^-^wbyikoltHDott^'yo«i  fliink^t  \as9L  tg^rnt^ 
0lMh  aa  well  lurTairletcitil  i&de/'yoii  errer  te^d  niMi,tyMll 
0il|^  PnA  j^st  i»  geod-lookittj^  tf  p6r^tf  .'^   It 
**  In'  hid  miij^B^S'  itmvixMmk !  ^uiVur*!'*  •  ^ 

>^  Why^ytm  blo(»dy  old  tkSti^  I  do  yMidonM  i*fWktt*f* 
««Il4)«il!    Oh  I  seotAMlrtO,  if  t  eehld  i^t  at;foiliP    ibiddw 
yetel^an  ti^rlthed  hi  htethabv  fitttn  Ihn  dduUe  pMhgy  d^gMrtilttt^ 
indil^atiol^.  *    ^  • 

^  TiV'Mddtl'tC  h^p  yt(Mi;  ttiMjIf,  «Id  ^feltoW^>  1^  )ro«  OQ«Mi  I 
conld  lay  you  out  with  a  single  wipe.  So  you  needn't  ^f>9l  ittto 
a  passion,  and  I  don't  mean  tol^t'j'Mi  pttt  M(i'4tr  ontiJ  ^  Ptti'as 
cool  as  blazes.  T^u  see  Fvis  g<)t  y(m  I^Ad'SoJi  fti  n  hkA— « 
him  and  you  boihv  pretty  mueh  iii  the  sirioBS  sort  df"ta-i->4i%  to 
a  hick#*ry,  and  yon  to  a  harm-cbaif -^g)it  yeuboitfa  j^  where  I 
wants  you;-^!!!^  *o  I  kin  affbrd  «o  let  yoi#  «%ng«e  W^g  a^bk. 
When  you're  tired,  you  kin  listen.  But  d^if't  go^  too  flkt  aoid^talk 
t^leag*^  foe  I  hkiil't  g«rtiiKue)i  tttitMriK><be  Msiinc^dpoft^yi^  and 
T  aki'tidbe  mm  eii»y^mpw<n*  pto<at  Ifa  WMauftMny tf gkaiiit, 
>  Jest  waht#  jr^  tor  Me^y^ttr  trae  l3Slt«wetolf)'*«a4*Wttlli^^M»^ 
dUi^  isilitrntlm:  and  iheii  ,wo41  i^h  ift>4«t  ih#  ttnug^  F«r 
^^«h6n>  yob'i^tD'iM(slebMi<]/  Ant,'^  ydu  wai%i'«Q  girt^UHi 
dHt^ef  tb%  roipe,Iy«iAf^tgM  !4iiier^tUN|f>t9  di^-uyy  ^   gbiaB 

i^iMttWoukbHr  «oeaDi{wiMi4iid^ti]UfiM>bitlr^^ 
iJiiwhg  tkirpiwcM'Oif  di^tiifaBiayf^Wttic  prnw^ato-^ewkift'  '  >«•  ^ 

The  0eM&  i^ld^'wt*)^,  '^Mgk>}(^'kin>'^.Wl«BJy4t:«lMtgk  ^'■ 
cto  <fld  soIdlM'i:)  disl^o<ri(  (hat  hew«i^  tndy  ••  te  v'hitlsl^'^-tefllt 

iflian  described  his  own  and  son's  *'  sitivation."    He  wa^liM-* 


faithful  sisS^^Miskm  ftoffi  hh  batiks -i-gtid  be  Wft#  a  fA^tthHt*" 
m  bi«  (ihaitl    His  ghoty  foot  kc^  Min  m  i^fttinnkl  aitti^tjr ; 
for  the  action  of  the  outlaw  brought  hkd;  M  tittfcid,  itrto  KMtfM ' 
I^t^tnquity  ^vriAi ' th<d  dtseas^  meiWbeir.    Wbitt  waer  to  be^  tidne  ? 
PirmiA  as  watf  bib  stotuaob,  and  ifiercef  bis  eonrage,  M0  otrfy  1iop<^' 
laj  in  tenitmrf^ifigirltb  th^  ttiffiiiD,  tinltl  b^  eonld  prooare  s^e- 
oor.    T^,  if  it  we^  irne  that  big  ^o  Mthfdl  negroeg  irere  ab- 
sent from  the  plahtfettlon,  itf  afWitlem  Mwrcb  Afl^r  a  son  urbo" 
▼as  a  prlMfiey  At  blmdi  anid  lin-eatotied  xv<fth  Ibe  hfUter^^  whero 
waa  his  hope  I    The  cold  sweat  broke  out  in  thick  droprov^r* 
tbir  oMf  wafif^  ^^,    He  waa  in  tbatr^nditiosit^  whMi  Bcmtn^'de- 
8a4b^>air*6bein<wbidt'b^fre|neniti«^fNi9d  Mn^^iMdy  to  bo^/ 
o^y.    Alt,  though  tisady  tid  boil  over,  h0  idid  not  dM  W  tuIW^ 
that  operation  now;  and  to  kec^  i<owntfte'6teid«ef  Kis  passioti) ' 
at  btg^^lanird^  ifeqdiredf  all  bis  ibtrengtb  of  ^ul  and  h<fdfy  t|>on 
tbe  v«lv>«.  H  ^ranMisinjp  under  the  idiiaattbttwitees,  tb  witbeas' 
bis labofeatefbfCatb Uik iaH apeak  witbibcctomiag medsirtiiioii, 
ifuotniMfcessl  '  •;.*•..- 

'  ^EMr^oiid'  80^'}bti>8a|fr'sir.vMtiMt'^i^^^**^  arata^kiDg't; 
iBB]i--«^«n  itfiear  in^lds  l|^fest7^i^iei:vicef^ 

***Ah !  yoni*  twos'  obaagds,'  diyes^  it  I    Yon  km  be  ei^of  jfoioi. 
tongue  when  it  pleases  you !     That's  always  tb^  wtay'witb'ycta'* 
orerbearWg  barryBtactats.    Wbed  yonVr  gal  lha*iplap'»hiLiid 
of  a  body,  you're  all^nbdar  f  bNlt.wbeii'  yda'vo  flat  onf-ydnr ) 
bMks,']^oti'kb'fick  tiie  haad.of'W  poev'tnii]i*^ay;'aliid  ^^ 
his  feet  for  him !"  *         !       *  .    ^    r 

.  Ofat^^b^irtHd  jitdod  man^wfritbad;  in4ifoitdi«iireirf'ii^{IAiid 
b«Jtf1Y  Tlm'«lUr'praceisded*H«-j..*v  i-.^  h  -    f.  Im 

.  ««Siit  tfiatfaMt^  yoi.  ef  Ihakibg^^pc  libeitjf  smitf!  1  I%tto 
king  atymMfhjmr'j^ai  rimr;^«mibl>'bJtv^,p&mr.miuk?maA'ymm^n 
MNi^  mok  boAr,  afl  t^MtseJtnaislioit  haketi  AndisrA  ipcmding^i 
limb;  (.Alfediw&oi^-'to.  say]  f^^p/ cf' I>  iayihswii^vl  TUMt. 
y«m  atdlfcnitaad  yii'?'  iTbatV  ymiirt  alfciyitioil;  tAitdfiir^Wiilbn'^ 
ymr  itoA'lmmam^  What  dmf^oBis^  tet  tUatI  JtViikl  .op/ 
stoadyl'^  >!"»•' It :.•)  u.^'    (,*'•.;.'  .1     .- •  ^  ■  !  ^  ■  .-r  i 

*  The  oUiaan  ivefvei^d  bia  digihy^  dibu^*  b^  ipoke  ^ttii 
bhtam^n:''  Tbercf  wa^  a  d^ee  of  hntoiliatMD,,  to  whieb ' 
nilMrer^hEr  iwn,  bov  bis^sDn'^  daagan  douM  bead  tUs  aonb    • 


14#i  THE  fOi^irias. 

Vl%at'«  tbo  hU^hl  J>|d«'^  I  «»;  %h9^  y0%  wer^f  ifi  «  fix« 
tighi  iMi  ai^  bl««k^Diitb'ii  vi«e  r' 

'*  Y^u  oall  yow9«lf  «  BrUifib  qAJgi^  t  It  n^  i^  6o**-diottgli 
ii  wJyil  b^  vety  bug  belore  I  $b<m  pcirflmde  iiQrselC  tbait  kis 
mi^l;  toMB  hia  €<HQmliaio9  to  «i^h  n  p^f  sob  iui  yemelf  r 

«  Take  <Mm,  9U  feHew !  JS  v^j  impdrdecit  ap^ecb  of  yonni, 
add«  s(^  Qocb  to.  ihe  nmmm*    Kind  wbai  yw^'mfi^iiis^l'' 

TH  eol9«id  siflitply  walrtd  U»  bmd  topMientljt  wd  qoBtai* 

<'H  7«ii  «r«  a  Br^b  offieai,  «iid  my  ion  k  your  prlNMi«r, 
yoa  bave  b^  poiir«r  nfoa  Ua  life*  Ttke.  binx  to,  tfao  nisaiOat 
pottt  and  ladge  bim  m  tmoo.  Thoro  oiids.yoiiil<d|it|f>  ¥a« 
bavQ  no  r%bt  aiAor.  to,  bang  or  mMomu" 

^lik^'tlieU  mbof  ngbt^oU  BHItt^lNftbl  My.rigblciaV*^ 
aad  b7«rr---lo«QUi«  tba  pktDh  99^  Iraifa  at  {&  gird)a«* 
"Ana  dieae  righbi»  byar^  oU  Md^8tifsk»  fcii  tab»  ]rot«r  .oai^l>ft 
and  slit  your  pipe  for  yon,  as  easy  as  talking !-  YMm  WKf 
pritQBin  tao»  IV  lot  yon  kaow,  you  di^  oU-MbeU  mid!  VU  ^kev* 
a  ransom  out  of  yon  for  att  ihfb  ftaitly,  gnl^dbilten  mA  dk 
jest  the  same  aa  fkr  yonir  scku  botoel  lata  Imiv. of  one  of- 'em 
out  of  my  bands  n 

Tbe  flleanif  keeama  tenribly  eager  fbr  escape^  tk*  valrea 
eonMr not  enditso  tbe  staaiw;  tkiey  yiddcid. 

**  BebelP'  t owrod  tbe  eolanel,  kat  loyal^  irriiHted  key^nd 
measure.    << Rebel!  villain!" 

^  To  ka  sure,  and  a  dn-^  iinperdant;one.  at  tbat  t  Lodk  yon, 
old  Sinkler,  I  knows  yon  well,  and  att  ya^  Udttegn '  TbnVe 
oae  of  tknm  bfeodyr  p^Xid;  baafbda  kavryiitoeraln»ittat  S>ok 
npan  a  poar  inaa,  ivMidaiiBdicblioq,  as  na  iij^tt»rtlUUEa«artaf- 
tiV0*^bg9qd  dogt  tkal  ^on  kin.  Isy  Um  tm^  •dkir  wkafadfeec  jmt 
see  kill  lyiiq?  in  tha.  doorway.  And  ^enr  soilk  la  jteyanotkar 
81^  a  tytani  keatkent  And  yon Va  bstd  a  lomg  twidgt  batvean 
yqn,  liring  on  tka  flit  of  tbe  knd)  and  Yidin|^  langbabodk  ovar. 
poor  men's  backi.  But  tbar's  a  great  cbange,  thanb  to'tka 
kmg^  autr^fea  I  and  tke  gaod  time  fbr  tkc  poor  man'^'oomA  at 
last  I-— and,  now,  we've  got  a-<»p  of  tka  wkeel !:  W«^v«  got 
tbe  ebafatoa  al'tba  good  tbinga  of  tbia  Ufi;  and  wa  kki  ^agr  of 


ma    idWWf    wmfpSlk^ul^  lltld*  nTCKbly y   ^5"^  ^Olib*   mfy^   ^thlKl- 

he^Oei  Mit  AxiSi  im  ttaib  fdti  feet  Voth  nJPcM  IW  d6ii^ 
#Mi  j^otf  f  ril1i€fv'  j^<l4f;^ifadf  M  joiit  fttofty,  oh  3rt)irf.i5rttfro#- 
feioties  beftir^  m^;  <m<^  tte\ir^6  AMI  tVretdl^  wtth  th^  W^iglit  dT 

tABysttiMiitifibMi^et'wAyl  ^  Idol!  ^^tfJ'li^lM-MKlSfltxm, 
and  Billzebub,  and  all  other  devils,  the  blackest  that  eV«f  ^ine 
out  of  the  infamal  pit,  1  swear  that  you  shall  buckle  down  to 
me  to-day!  Pay  up — let's  have  your  gould  and  silver,  and 
plate — call  down  them  gal-children — I  want  to  look  at  'em 
dose; — call  'em,  I  say,  and  jest  you  prepare  to  give  up  all  I 
axes,  or  it's  a  short  cord  for  you,  and  no  time  for  grace." 

The  boiler  burst ! 

The  strain  upon  it  could  be  borne  no  longer !  With  a  des- 
perate effort,  the  veteran,  defying  pain,  strove  to  rise.  All  now 
was  iron  in  his  face  and  souL  The  energy  and  courage  of  fifty 
years  reanimated  him.  His  eyes,  unblinking,  were  fastened 
upon  those  of  the  insolent  ruffian,  with  the  deadly  intensity  of 
the  rattlesnake.  Could  looks  slay,  that  one  glance  would  have 
been  fatal  to  the  wretch.  The  gout  was  forgotten !  He  rose 
to  his  feet,  and  appeared  about  to  throw  himself  upon  the  out- 
law, when  his  limbs  failed ;  and,  though  his  agony  forced  not 
a  groan  from  his  bosom,  he  caught  upon  the  leaf  of  the  table, 
and  sank  back  into  his  chair;. 

For  a  moment  speechless  from  pain,  Jie  hushed  every  other 
acknowledgment  of  his  sufferings,  and  recovering  himself  af 
rapidly  as  possible,  with  eyes  as  stern,  and  voice  as  firm,  as  if 
he  were  superior  to  any  torture,  he  exclaimed — 

"  Dog !  wretch !  reptile !  I  spit  upon  and  defy  you !" 

And  he  seconded  the  speech  with  the  appropriate  action,  h 
was  all  of  which  he  was  capable.  Of  course,  he  looked  for  the 
death-stroke  in  another  moment.  But  his  brave  soul  was  un 
blenching,  and  his  eye  sternly  braved  that  of  the  executioner, 
with  all  the  loathing  scorn  which  belonged  to  the  indignity  to 
which  he  had  subjected  him. 

With  mixed  howl  and  scream,  like  th(^t  of  some  wild  beast 
goaded  with  spear  and  fire,  the  ruffian  started  to  his  feet,  drew 
his  knife,  and  was  about  to  spring  upon  his  victim  I  But,  even 
as  he  leaped  he  fell ! 


^  TH£  FC^IiEBS. 

-  There,  was  ^  jdig}^t.,ru^ftpflh^^T^-HA  wiatte  xaf^^^m 
moTemi^qt  90  light  ^d  rApi4  as  t^^  Me|p  [a  £adi-^th^  a  blow 
was  heardf  dull  aad  hQayj-^a^d  a  fall  t  The  outlaw  reeled 
mcantineotljbaokwacdyironk  hopelessly  against  the  table,  bore 
jX  down  with  him  in  a  general  crash,  a|id  la7  prostrate — the 
blood  goiihing  irpm  moftth  wi  eary^^-atinmed  and  silent  upon 
theflioorj 
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OHAPTEB  XV. 

TVB  tJUilLV  MMF  AT  TfiB  iAEOffT. 

Tbb  wliole  afiur  wm  QYiir  in  a  monpieiit  It  bftd  paMed  sO; 
npidlytbai tbeteol^nd h«d  not 4reeoYef6fl Umavlf  qiute^*-nQt 
enough  fin  oommmt-^wlien  he  behald  the  ^imngev»  to  wbo«e 
timely  blowkeoitfedhiA  life,  0ioop  down  to. the  stnimed  and 
bleeding  ruffian,  and  proceed  to  atrip  him  of  knife  and  |N«tola. 

'«Who  iail^*'  he  aried.  ''to  whom  I  owe  thia  help  t  Ha ! 
ha !  my  good  fellow*  whoever  yon  are,  you  baive  taken  k^aona 
in  a  fir8l;-rate  Bri^h.ocbool !  That  bniSet  waa  delivered  wkh 
proper  science ;  weU  aimAd  to  raka  the  ear  upward  t  The  ann 
duly  ahort^ed  for  delivery*  the  whole  body  jerking  upan  a 
pivot ;  and  the  whole  weight  thrown  into  right  arai  and  ihoul- 
der!  J  have  tried -rr  I  iMIve  tanght-*-"that  blow»  a  thoqaiuid 
timea  myaelf !  Whera  did  you  leana  it,  my  hruva  fellow  t 
Who  are  youT 

"  What  I  don't  yoju  know  me,  &ther  I" 

*'  Ha !  Willie !  Willie,  my  son !  Is  it  you  i  (2od  he  praised; 
-^youaaa  aaferi. 

Then,  with  entirely  changed  voice: — 

«<BQt  how  the  d(vU  ahould  X  kimw  you.  in,  that  villanaua 
dreaa  t  Is  that  a  coatama  fit  for  a  gentlemaii,  or  agantleman'a 
son  t  Is  that  the  unifoxm  which  your  rebel  ^mthoritiaa  provide  } 
At  least,  they  have  some  idea  of  propriety.  The  dreaa  auita 
the  rabbW 

"I'll  aniwer  you  directly,  sir,"  said  Willie  SincUir,  "  aa 
soon  as  this  rogue  is  properly  roped." 

By  this  tiQae  botfi  Oarrie  sfui  LotUe  had  mshed  down  stairs. 
They  stood  with  their  arms  about  the  ^eck  of  the  veteran.  But 
Willie  Sinclair,  speaking  in  the  Toioo  of  autborilg^,  seat  them 
oC    . 


'*  Back,  Carrie ;  take  Lottie  with  70a !  Baek  to  jcmr  pmb, 
and  keep  a  sharp  lookout !  We  may  have  the  rest  of  the  out- 
laws upon  ns  before  we  know  where  we  are.  Back !  Lose  not 
a  moment ;  I  will  sound  for  Benny  and  Peter ! 

Thus  speaking,  WiUie  Sinclair  winded  his  horn  merrily* 
while  stooping  over  the  prostrate  roffian  whom  he  had  entirely 
disarmed.  He  did  no^  |bre§a  .his .  Figi^fnce  a  moment  The 
fellow  was  still  insensible.  At  least,  he  made  no  motion,  lying 
npon  his  side,vvitk.  Ii)i«  Uo^  atiitt.^iofoiw  ^fti^i l^w  ear.  In 
truth,  it  was  a  formidable  blow— 'Scarcely  to  be  conceived  by 
tikosO  whei  aM  tg^radl^  of  tlie  4egir0^»#p4M««r)  tiUoU^M  tittied 
iii  *<  dt«  mimi^^  Ma  titfow  totof  «tniiMlbkr  r^i  ih^  Biii<i^ 
i^ne* might  be^^^yMg  f^miuu*'  «4ft thdtiiii  »aiikfM^WM 
lire  toQgh,  and  oAp^l«  of  endttt^itig  ttjaiiy  simk  boistiv^ 

''Hftvto  yeti  k^di  htm  t'  a»tee«^  Aw  M  tnktii 

^^Ko !  His  ^Ate  sams'hiMi  A^m*  fhktt  The  gattswt  ii^  ibtto 
be^e^oded  of  its  j^f^f.l    Ma  UiotAy  mmnxMiA*' 

*"  A  good  blowr  Waiie^^  1^'  deli^f^ei^ !  t  imflkt  jm  ±m 
rtrAe  myself.    It^metob^if  ^<ix»  pMMJk^'' 

<"  Tes,  ktdeled  f  imd  I  «lUi4k  ydi  ftrtW  leMOA,  0lr«    It  1m» 

**  Ay,  sir;  mtti  it  Is  siidi  m  y^f  iMa  dsiljf  t^^c^vtflg  proote 
<tf«lietraittilMA)l)e  ez«6llM«^,  wfto  wo«M>  U^  fon  ^Modoviaf 
all  our  best  British  institutions  !*' 

The  young  man  laug'bed'  iMnikf  IK«  A^  soldtiiii*  iih{Nlli(fi6ti. 

"  It  seems  not,  sir.    You  see  that  I  keep  somiciol^Amft  iftfUt 
practice.'' 
'  Aff  thi^  nMlieillf  Bi6abf  mi4  fiitifo'  PMr  iMltll  4py«lllr«i% 

''A  iiio«^i^liiie,p  Bemfitf  F^ci(6Ji$  tlM  «M^. 

"Totfkai  ae  bl«ekgiMti^,«4si  Wflll«^9^- 

^'No!    H^isrec<>^Hiigl    A  ]^4^^^Iki^r 

Benny  was  already  prepared,  and,  with  Peter's  a86istttlictoft4li# 
otitlaw  was  roped  tightly,  hands  and' f^t,  a«d  ttilU«AnpO]tf  hb 
back,  quiet  as  a  turtle  in  like  predicamcfftt 

^The  Moody  0c<(modi!>el!"^^^q«iolh  tb€»  o)i  nbatt^  ^  Be  JmA 
mtinst  hH€%,  fts  he  phrased  itl  But  k^ -j^i^iMt  Me^  yBil^ 
iuMMt  ^the  liglHMlF'fiishieirf 

'*  He  nc  goine  get  out  ob  dis  hitch,  mass   kumel,  wha'  I  p4l* 
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aqujii^  Igr  ^  99p^  i^V  t^i  fyig^V'-mi  Beiwy,  with  gjcew 
complacency,  putting  his  foot  irreverently  into  the  aidea  of  the 
outlaw. 

Dick  of  Tophet  now  opened  hif  e^.^$p  which  were  very  glassy, 
attd  on0oi^th^'bk>odihot  They  did  not  oxhiJbit  n;inch  ijatel- 
ligetQce,  bi^t  tpoj^iji.tli^  Borronndiog  aspeeta  slowly,  and  with  a 
stupid  sort  of  stare.  Gradually,  he  seemed  to  be  recovering  bi» 
senses.  He  endeavern^  to.  dfMv  up  hia  legs  and  stretch  oi^  bis 
axifu;  an^4|D^  m^red  a  full  kopw.tedge  of  his  bonds.  His 
ccyi^s^EMjoits Jbffoiightf  biW'h.  Ms  tjOnsrjowwfiSH'  ffe  felt  his  ^  tt^ 
Tatioi^"  iqqpd/^tly;  b^t  1^  WM^  too,  old  a  ruSan'— of  a  n^tura 
qmi^tpo  bfrd^-^to,  ll^^  ^ngr  fear  or  feeling.  He  stared  steady. 
By,  W^o  th«  (mm  ^bont  hini*  with  i^  iioft  of  sqowUi^  uncon* 

''.Tak^hiQ»r<]ff  to  tl^«  lower  story,  boys,"  said  Willie,  «  an^ 
g;fjxi^biln}i.4^.taffto>.  of  xxm  oc  brajidy.  Soak  a. cloth  wjth  the 
liquor,  and  put  a  bandage  about  his  head.    Then  be  off,  on  y  onr 

The  nogco^  swung,  the  outlaw  «{i»  b^  arms  ^Mid  feet,  and  ha 
W9$:  am^  dp^  into  thi^  brick  basement  of  the  dwelling.  Hin 
ifeea4  was  bfodagedi  and  be  etfedy  swallowed  the  liquor  thai 
wjui,  fvm^  down  hia  throat  Wi^jb  Sindairj  haniigr  seen  him 
sfif(^  ffhyt  np^  return^  to  the  dining-room.  Oarrie  mi  Lottie 
were,  tifio  now  permitted  to  come  down  to  the  rciimion  of  the 
fiunijj^  aai  span  as,tba  twoi  negroea  had  rasomad  their  plapes  o£ 
watdi.  Was  that  reunion  now  to  be  a  grateful  one?  We 
shall  a^ 

Once.moo  the  bi^roa  sate  with  all  hjs  children  ai:ound  hm« 
He  hfd,jropim«dhii|  qoippos^e.  His  cn4bians,w:eve  restored;. 
hia,gi|fni>.  leg  ^M»  •gm  put  at  eMe--ramd  the  towo  gids  safia. 
beside  hin^  WiUi^  Sinclair  took,  a  seat  as  cMpposedly  aa 
tbaoiit]afir4ia4;id0na>  o«^pyii{g  nearly  th^  svne.  ^Uu^oiju  <U. 
tec^  Jn<ro(at.af.hi%fatfw;  ani  the,  tw^o  ajMveyed  each  other 
far  n  vJuW.  wi^haa^  q«aki|^g;    At  IfffigftK  the  oRnMn  biok^ 

^3fh  m-^Jim,  think  jo^  have  donOigraet  thii^fa  by  ynurpar- 
fl^manaei^  to^ap '" 

*«Not  g^^iaU  «w.  If  I  think  about  the  matter  a|^  all,  with  aiQF 
grakifiea^n,  it  if  only  beceuael  have  been  able  to  be  of  soqie 
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Httl6  service;  Bh*,  wliere  I  owe  ttmch  dtttj,  and  ftUttreioofltfait' 
bounded  love." 

"  Little  service,  sir !     You  saved  my  life  !*'      , 

"  Very  likely,  sir.    I  think  so !" 

*•  Ton  came  in  the  nick  of  time,  "Willie  Sinclair :— in  the  very 
nick  of  time ; — but  why  were  you  absent  at  any  tinie  !  That 
is  the  question,  sir  V 

"  tt  is  one,  sir,  that  we  need  not  reai^o.'* 

'•"Well,  sir,  as  you  please,"  said  the  bliifer  stltty.  "Tc 
shrink  ftbrh  argUfng  on^*8  own  cauile  is;  petHaps,  Hhp'  ht^  eri^ 
denc($  of  its  worthlessiiess  !-^and'  I  am  willing  to  aSkit,  air, 
that  you  delivered  an  admirable  buffet ; — not  5nly  well-tyied,; 
but  well  delivered'!  But  Mo  taught  yoi  that  btifltt,  W?  '  WBio 
was  it  that  had  you  carefully  lessoned  by  the  best  boxer  in  iXS 
jfingland  t  Shame  on  you,  sh* ;  shkme  on  you-^to  fly  in  t&e 
filce  of  y out  teacher,  and  strike  at  the  very  bosom  from  whieh 
you  drew  your  nurliure  !'* 

"My  dear  father  — lot  us  talk  of  something  more  j^Ieaaant'td 
Both  parties.  It  is  not  ofteti  that  we  meet,  and  yotf  know^fWit  We 
dhall  never  agree  upon  this  object.  Let  xa  fhink  of  more  gfafti^ 
ftl  topics.  And,  to  begin,  pray,  let  mo  ask— have  youiione  iSf 
that  old  Madeira  left,  sir -^HopVon's  brand — that  ffl(moh)i  )^aler 
old  Madeira  1  I  confbsd  my  mouth  watera  ibr  a  smael:  Of '^«t 
gentle  creature.  6h6  ^as  always  a  f^vorito  of  tnine,  litiA  ttUf 
die  rougk  work  Hf'iUe  last  half  bour,  I  feel  as  if  8h<f  w&uM  be 
particularly  gratcAiI  to  my  palate  !** 

"What!  do  the  tastes  of  a  gentleman  still  survive"  in  €bff' 
boftom  of  a  Vapscaillpn  reb^f  They  shotfli  btj  iemc4iiHi|}ed. 
(S^t  us  a  bottle,  Oftrri^,  my  dear,  out  of  flie  garrcft.  Tfti  khoir 
the  brand.  !Don*i  Aake.  Decant  k  carefMHy.  -Th8  f8ll<«if 
doserves  a  drink — the  be6t  rtward,  pctlixps;  of  A^priifei>dgltief.*' 

And  the  veteran  laughed — witfi  a  ihcrry  twihUe  inltte  gf^' 
Uue  ^^e— aitlied'  as  ft  i^td  with  Jsushf  bto#«-^a^  tf  jMeMiH 
tWst  of'Ws'^ll'rdiJrlfps.^  Wh6-(WM  IHWAJ^iH^Wft  ftM 
countenance  a  hard  and  relentless  nature  t  Who  could  §M  t6 
see,  in  tbat  genial  snA^  GM  Ms  6&ti  #iia  flr^  ^p^  '<$f  Bii  ^  t 
Nature  was  declaring  herself  at  this  moment,  at'^ery^lMMlrS. 
The  old  man  was  by  no  means  so  tough  as  at  fcrty-fiveJ  fThe 
xcitemenfa  of  the  dafjr'— Ms  gout^— illl  had'urtsMfled  hrftn;  aliA 
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Mb  tnfhid,  in  4t8'%tMrkitigi^a  GK^bAtf^e  awl  pagiiMtotis  wtnA^ 
was  in  temporary  snspension.  The  blood,  the  heart,  wi)re  tcftai 
^raiiflsly  at  Albert^  t6  krptib  tm  Hiej*  pleased,  aind  tkey'to6k 
advaiita^  of  the  oppdrluuHy: 

Bnt  not  fat  h>ftigl  W9Ife  SkidiilMiad  ontraged  all  the  M 
liion^fi  iMieM  uf  pit>prkity^^hi8  fkilh,  hili  l^tliy^^^ke  pre- 
tei^tiVe  ptide  o#  ntnneroai  ^fmeMliens^^hfs  own  iiidlvtdital 
sbtttimentK  and*  ftM»ltttgi,  whieh  a  -MM  arfaCMkwy  had  Img 
iWNuvuied  uMMf  aUAbnite  laws.  •  B^^Mdes^  <Mit*  ^r6teran  was  ef  ptiri) 
ga^iM-^sangnine't^mpefanicinf.  He  was  eff  In  a  AatAif  'ney#r^ 
tong  '^  one  pelnt,'€eMtantljr-^6ring'  wtth  etierf  im^idMf, 
and  no  more  to  be  Jlxed  than  the  well-oUed  rane  tipon-  the' 
hoiMMop.  Den^;  lBtf]^^e,  bjr  this,  %hit  we  mean  to  d^beribe 
Hhn  aa  cMpdd^ds'ef  prineipta'^onlif'  of  emotion.'  He^ef  waa^ 
man  more  honorable,  or  more  steadfast  to  the  polair  star  of  ttntlf 
aiillfdAi'^  thai^  tbe  Met  Willkr  S^dalf.  We  h«lY«  sOen,  ihat, 
with  deiJkii  sliurli&g  h'M  tntfae  feeei  wMbottt  help  or  tei»«dy,  h^ 
y«t»tf60Mld-ioikiake'a  ^^•toifc««Miba^fbrsitM)rirlo  the  b^tal 
abd'ttiUsiidg  ittMlib^^ortiw  OUtkHr^fwikOtoi  ftuM  threittottedf 
hU  ikyoal  I>Mllk,  ta)r  att/  ^^e^  "WM  pi«rf^nM%)0' t6  di!#! 
Though  onr  colonel  was  obedient  tO'Mahn^ciftes^  ;fl^tftese  iikiP 
pnlses  were  all  tuned  and'tegulabed' by  bis  hab}tui^  iie^ogii{tion 
of  iHOtal  imd Koetal'ltfw.  All  bti  tai^ANHtf  ^^andih^re  krb  ihotal 
as  woU'.Rs  animal  iti0tin«ts^-pliy  thM  we  sciidjr  them  so  littfe/ 
or'so'seidoitt  allow  to*  tbenif-^wei«i^*tlioso  of  jastlee,  ftitilb  lojr* 
ahy  I  He  was  a  good  sample  of 'tbe  l^t  Bhiglish  sqlt^pearehy, 
w4wn  (^  squirMi^hj  of  l>)nglaD!d  was  legitimate^^in  the  days' 
of  FdUaMi  and  Hampden^^lnHilb,  hearty,  hfonest— >4tiibborn;t 
H  may  be,  for  stubbornness  is  somewhat  necessary  to  vtttnir 
itself — but  no  thmulaerunl^J^^mi^'tlum  tht  li^^cMo-ofotlk- 
€t^i^n4%  ihe  sefaiMaheei  of  w4Mit*Dltis  an  iiMiot«dUad  a  liVibg 

llliM^    ■  ...       I.    •    .1 

N'XlMfvriBe'i^ai  bioi«lrtyM|fUi  d^ar^  a^ifo^41ke;  AdI'MMlhvg* 
lloPOaglc'Aie'icsysAili  feasor  Mfe  4^v%ftittg^0iliibhitiie  Ifttli^^yes'  of 
beauty. 
«<  ShaU  I  fill  fbr  you,  sirT  quoth  the  misijor,  takibgti]^'  the 

"It  is  scarce poniblo  to  dOny  nysalf/'  answerod  the  veteran^ 
•  yet" — with  a  grunt — "I  shall  pay  the  penalty  if  I  drink. 


1^  IPB  FOIMiWHP. 

yiU  hardly  trouble  yon,  and  I  doaH  tf  thi/i^  bagbt  linear,  if-  &  Ivt 
cMMre  onlriei^^  ti^^ii^^  gout  ibxi^  jfqpt  t^  MxA^Sm-'* 

'^  Wfa^t  d^  yo«^  k|M(v>)lHmttbeL]Baffctef  ai^  tm-b^t^Ur^^! 
i  ip^l  ▼eniui^  Hpm  a.  8iagl^i;l«8«r>ovi^r  «i^  skfiM  h»]^  6m  mr 
amity  in  8m^a«fi^iMbAM^tte«ei9^  I  forbew^  tb9.  fttUr  #KteiiL 

iMmi  PIiim4  4b«  tMt«r«iii4f5  ta]|fMi«:iiU  tbo.  b<4$)%iwi,ewB^» 
'^ ^m.in^  90t(i    Y0P  dloflK^  0t9«9fci^iiV,Mi4iti9fH^  wUk 

"J(Vi»>  y^w!  ipen4w»l^  w  «id^  jWofe  #a.  y<M^  fliM^l 
XkQDe  will  n^eii  bg  4fi^  inioseM^  df  seofM  i«i  y«M  iQMfBf .  ikfiMmv" 

^  WeUi  aiiu  lb4lt«bQ«U  tarenUe^neltb^  iif  if9b.4a4oft#M  wM^ 
f  b|iiH«  9Yt|Bo0i,:fi)r  tb4  piM0rratiM  <<>  n^  tfufcafi  Tont  4i9^  I 
hay#  bytn^iM^M^loslfi^y  NlithrlDPrtfiUfMib^^^  «b4  b» 
cafilM  Ikiarflaa^  an  be  6p0k:a» 

<«  WbM  do  tbey  gi\«  yeoi  l»>4iriiifc  kt  mnj^V* 

MOhl  I  dMtt^iMuleye»l  We  bi»vQ  atbe^^Mgei-ineeflip* 
^ir-^tbat   ia.  wbe^-nKe^  be^fe  ^aiiyv  ilMii  ift^  jfirobaM^  ^efyonvol^ 

T^eC  Aigti  and  ne^^flef  ib  ai^iuil  firopevtioita^*ir-Lwliiab:at  osm 
fcea  and  afibdues  ^-^winga  yon  la  th0  atABS*  yat*f«t»  jnta  oeiiK 
^>rM^to.«)eap^m.abed  of  M^  tba*  dKte  iioi  lMe4  ti^  bir 
•pread  witb  mom" 

"  Tea  afee  nei  apeakrag  of  J«Qiaica.r ' 

<«Ko,.6i)r;  ItadMi  prefei  tbetJiunliica  ivibcM  I  «att: ge^  tt^  4o. 
this  potent  liqaor.  The  Jamaica  is  not  without  other  q^MU* 
fif^ifhi^l9mntwk9^§9t^  Ik4  ait  <qpaw>attiMtie>  rfpfirij^tog 
c<  tbe^^M  i«e  fee^iaiflpefiNM»t/lp  ptJtmii^jaiAomraL-wiirf  mnm 
appreciation  of  the  other ** 

•<I»i8-flWJimdar 

'*  No !  It's  birthplace  is  much  more  picturesque.  TkflV*  ii. 
a  beaaiifulnteiv  mv,  ef  xma»aisle9alite»  Yii 

'•Oolpny.,j 
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the  region  has  no  sort  of  elfe^  V^M  1^^  ifiUdkittd  o^  dii»  goMfy 

of  Tlt^ia,  *#bkh  tiMM  ttas^  tbe^LniHtrt  ^odtttftadiffir^flttxiotfl 

itMslf  «t  hrst  in  tii^  01k«»/ trlncii  l«^  i^M^  iH*  ft^#  'fitih^iL 
ItflT  #ttt6rir  are  neM  irateita,  W  tMaM*  01^  Aey  &1He  gMsAlf 
who  tell  as  that  this  beversgr  iMkm'm^€$^4Hm  ita  banka, 
ot  "is  borne  6irfH^ct  Tmd&ate^af  1^  Htf  cHiVetfti.    A  ia  a^^^ed 

^What  nonsensift'r    Wk«t  to'th(d  nmitt^  ttill  i^t«i  ?'^ 

With  profound  gmvtt^  th«  ^b^  r6plted;io  the  f|idit^o&>^ 

^iWn6ttg*btfar 

'  "PHfAW  f  nxOtytU  Hate  be#fif  |Mitki|g  nHlh^  tkwe^wMslief  !< 
-«-the  most  infernal  of  all  drinks  that  bum  up  humaih  tiliiltf  t 
N6  wendni'  yoti  Mack  j&a»  1i]^  #itb>  liew  lilb  lil  the  taate  6f 
3ffau6inl. 

'^  Ton  lire  t^t,  ^.  Ifoiie^glftehl,  Ad^  qilile  pop«te  in 
camp,  is  by  no  means  a  favOfite  of  t»m«.  In  splie  «tf  its -£¥$&» 
origin  and  printjr  Aame,  I  prefer  Mad^re.  Sir,  I  de  nyvelf  the 
honor  to  drink  the  health  of  tny  fkiber  iA^  %  bumper/'  - 

And  the  action  seconded  the^  word:  ' 

«*  ^Hi^;  W^He',  at  Aiis*  rMe;  Jjrott  w^l  tieed:  i^  help  ef  miiie  in 
finishing  the  bottle;  But  y»ii  a^e  Welomne.  It  will  help  tO' 
Atmybit  ^Mi  ycm  {otMt  hy  y6ur  Inaane  politieBk  9j  the 
y/fhf,  talkftig'  ef  your  ca«rp-**hii^  y^u  ahy  dattfp  lelt  arty* 
ir)iere^f-''>^«tty  foeiihold,  frvraaip  or  hig^«frd,  iti  ^Mch  yetil  keep* 
yetfr  pKhttkd  1  If  I  efrr'  toC^  LorS  B^awden^  aMaftI  edft*ieei>  bai 
driven  yofur  Itankee  generid  iv^elly  out  ef  eighl^  Audi  tbaee 
garments  in  which  you  now  appear  I  Tell  me,  my  son,  are  you: 
not  a  fugitive  r  ^^ 

This*  w^»  said  with  great  tohce^/  M^attW^ile»  oW  m^  of 
dVagdond^  liftd  taken  Ififfe  Lottie  into  hir  arttis,  ohd  ^e  wa» 
p^itched  upon  his^knee,  wil^  hef  head  nestling  WtingYy  en  kit 
siroulder* 

"A  fugitive!" 

■'•'Ay,  ah»;  a  ftigitlve-*- flying  from  ditttger-^jMiwie*  by  su- 
perior  forces — your  own  forces  utterly  dbpersefl'— ^^  febet^klJ 
danger  of  the  rope — a  fugitive  from  ju^Uee  I" 


:Tk»Wi|j^]Kifc  down  Ibe  cUlclf  w4  nibbed 

/*  Well»  or,  you  vill  ffiT#  me  fbdt^  r 

'^I  know  not  tbat  I  do  OfOt  tttlc# mytelf  p^iual  ia  doing  so; 
btti;  I  tnuty  sir*  that  I  am  not  without  inftiieiipo  in  his  majesty's 
aimj^— my  known  loyilty'-^mj  p^uf  8anricea---'will  enable 
me»  I  ttnet,  to  wewre  yoiix  sMety-^jonr  pardon.  ;  Bat  only  on 
condition,  Willie»  diat  yon  are.  tmly  repeiM^ant-^tbat  yon  re 
nouQoe  yow  soaeally  assopia^eo-Trr" 

.  M  It  does  not  need»  niy  deipr  father,  I  trnsf  t)M^^  I  shall  mevet 
seek  to  purchase  mere  safety  by  the  sacrifice  of  honor;  trust 
still  more!  oard^fllly  that  m^  fiitbor  W}fL  ^evec  dew^d.  .to^  ,the 
necessiiyi  jof  pgopoping  or  en^onrf^gii^g  isiyb,  sacrifice.*'    •        ' 

The  father  absolutely  groaned,  whether  from,,  goiit  or  ratee- 
tiOA  if  is  not  needftd  tl^at  weon^uire,.  Thf  .ipiu^  of  4fW°P<^ 
c^ntinHieda-^  .  .      •  r  . 

*'  No»  m;  I  9m  in  m  901^  of  dangsor.  1?be  .oi^y  represei^ta* 
tives  of  his  Britannic  majesty  in  these  precincts  at  present  are 
of  a  olass  that  is  much  mor^  aipt  to  endanger  yon  dian  me.  Ton 
have  bad  a  taste  of  tbe  quality  to-dayr" . 

**  What,  sir,  ypu  do  no^.p^tend  to  say  that  thjs  atrocious  out- 
law serves  uuder  the  sMu^dard  ojf  mj  aoyereign  V* 

*'  You  heard  his  own  boast  to  jtbat  efij|3Ct*" 

**  But  he  Uedfi  si^-r^lied'  inhis  throat  He  b.a  aofijinndr^  an 
outlaw,  a  miserable  marauder  sjod  phmdeprer.'f 

''  Yevy  ijtoi^i  but  it  is  not  the  less  jtru^  thiit  be.has  b^deu,  and . 
is  still,  I  believet  b  the  service  of  (jhe  British' general,  .  He.ia 
absollitely  a  sort  of  officer,  andwai^  to  mj  knpwle4gex.at  oiift 
tkac^  a  s0ige^:Of  t^at  efficj^mt  cqrp^  of  rftfgefrs  to  which  kii, 
lofdsbi]^  of  Ba^don  and  Mpbra  gav^  the  title  of  Opngfiree  ftnm- 
ga»." 

•*  Lord  Bawdon  employ  such  rascals — never  I" 

<5]Tay«hjs  lordciiip  is  not  in, a  situation  to  scruple. at  any 
qualities  in  his  levies.  He  is  only  t<^  well  pleased  to  fill  the 
gaps  in  his  regiments  with  any  sort  of  cattle.  His  lordship 
thinks  with  Falstaff,  that,  if  good  for  nothing  else,  they  are  ai 
least  excellent  food  for  powder." 

« Do  you'  mean  to  say,  sir,  that  th^re  is  a  lack  of  troops  in  the 
Bdiishar»yr 

**  A  most  alarming  one*  *^ 
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-  **  Binbe  wfaeirf  He  hu  a  ferdi,  T  am  sore,  quite  afleqtiate  to 
Ut  his  purp^sea."  '■ 

"Ted — tf  ihey  le  retreat,  fflght,  and  the  losi^  of  the  coTiiitry 
^  adequate  to  noihhi^  else,  sir.'* 

'•What!  and  whcfn  he  has  just  drfv^en  yonr  Yankee  black- 
smith general  ont  of  sight— ont  of  the  colony!" 

••  Ton  gef  ititelHgenoe  slowly  here,  my  dear  fkther,  or  it  is 
mannfkctnred  at  the  tvf  ong  taint.  Are  you  not  aware  that  Lord 
Bawdon  has  ft1)iatfd6ned  Kinety-I^ix,  ahnost  as  soon  a»  he  re^ 
lieveditr 

**  The  deVH  he  Vas !    I  donl^-^I  won't  believe  a  word  of  it" 

•«*Tery  well !  Ybti  ^311  see  in  snfBclant  season  for  wnrself. 
Why/sii",  he  fii  iHreii  liowin  ftfll'r^freat;  and  tiow*,  Cblonel 
Gruger  is  only  lingering  af  Ahie^-'Six  to  collect  the  loyalistl 
and  all  Cheix'^Mn^fes,  and'  htfti^  iamn  off  frotti  a  region  which 
has  grown  quite  too  hot  to  hold  them.  W«i  Bor^  soon  about  to 
witnMlh^  inMibchtJiy  spectacle  df  the  exoAusfr^mrfhdr  homes 
^  kA  eiitue  75ol6by^  meto,*  wttnftni  Bnd  vAilld^eA*'  titmb^t^ig 
thousands,  who,  committed  to  the  fortunes  of  the  British  fini^» 
krb  fiestihedf  to  riilu^^  8<^  ii[«tl«i]pate  theli' Ikto^^ 

*Pb6K!  p66b\  all  this  is  slffl jly  rfdicnlous." 

•Wiy,  wr,  hare  you  net  seen  thie  fWl,  one  by  one,  of  etwf 
Brityi  '|kist  In  llie  ibt^rior.  Eawdon  abandons  and  bums 
Camden— Forts  Watson,  Motte — the  posts  al€h*anby,  Angusta, 
and  Silver  Bluff,  all  succumb; — by  a  prodigious  effbrt,  ^m- 
^leyii^Aliniist'allllit  fti'e^  laaTing  Oharleeton  to  'a  guard 
Tidier  itka  «  garriilon,  h0  reliefvee  Ninety^ftix,  aWd  thait  he  is 
^AJIig^  to  ihMdob  also,  tn  a  flaw  dvjrs  he.  will  reach  Ae 
■Cetagaiceesili M( fetHuK^t  a^dyeii aoay lank' i^ mm bifad maUag 
4  pbfft-tiyf  Mge,'beibri^  lA|g^  of-Oraagvburg,  or  peaailflyy  this  Shi- 
dafe^BAreby,  ew  kia4iglit/to>tile  ieabeari.'' 

'^Spii^  of  all  disaster,  sir,  Lord  Bawdon  shall  be  weloone  to 
Sinolair  Barony,  and  if  need  be,  to  avert  the  event  which  you 
threaten,  its  master  and  all  his  slaves  shall  arm  for  the  crown. 
It  is  not' in  a  moinent  ef -peril  that  I  wfll  abandon  that  litamdard 
under  which  I  have  grewa  to  nanhoed.^' 

« I  lAurtAd  be  the  hsi;pereon  in  the  woiU,  my  litber,  to  wish 
to  see  you  do  so.  Ood  forbid  that  in  any  exigendy  a  bmsi 
ibotiia  ibaadon  Us^piWciptos.    Tdn  isee  thiiD^  with  cither  eye9 


1^?  WJSf  JFOft^XBPS, 

t)»im  imi^pi  WfA  jm  0^  ^^sf^  bp«eirt)rr  ^oj^  i^  J;  Hunk, 
through  a  false  mediam.  Bat  you  are  to  adkcjir^io  wb«i  Jiff 
i)^<^i£e  at  tniQ^  Xoi^i  3ii;  mn$i  aho  ff^l  ;Hi|Jt  X  4m  voqakei 
by  the  laws  of  conscience  to  obej  a  «hpUar  pece90^)r.  It  is  Ji 
loelancboty  mce»eiiy,  mj  dear  father,  which  dmdea  w  la  this 
war,  but  it  is  voi  the  1q99  a  neceanty  Yith  bptb-^^^^^  wbicb 
4uly  r^si^  from  ^la  very  9fxj^i^m  of  jbh^  b(»fA  virt««fr  Be- 
lieve me»  ^9  ypii^  «^  A9t  baye  eii49ce4  w>ci^  iqqrtiS<^o!^  tbw 
I  have  i^a^ft,  'm  libe  4^e  wlii^  ^ffdai^  im  Jtwedtefs  ^  J^IT 
sympathies  and  desires." 

"  Abl  WiUie.  WlilH^j"  |nnrw^?w4  tb^  ifetp^  tenaeHy— 
««it  ig  a  crawl,  «f«6l  ^penpatloo.  Why*  w^fwu,  oool4  yon  not 
fe^l  with  loe,  thiink  vi^  nia,  fQ^olr  tibe  pwr^e  wbipb  I  }mm 
jMiken*  flustwn  A^  b^w#r  v W^  J  b*v0  lb|<jiww/' 

*' It  QonUl  «9t  be, w)  What  wf#  riigbt  willi  j^^fwi  Pv your 
day»  wpoU  fea  ivrcpng^  nHH^t^^'       i   .    : 

«H9F  is  *hftt  fOQisQ^i  «r|  :,l?Piat  i«  i^^,  J«#^1BdUJ)  ia 
«i^  <fHiion(oy¥«*^i9gbt  foe  «  t^^ujNMid  yw»^iig|rt  <bi?et^ 

"Yes,  sir,  in  BWf^e  n#n49  *lwt  w^^  be^wt^tpnWt  b«*  Mt 
in  respect  to  the  p^lioy  ^  natip^  Witfi  tbe0^  wbt  cbMgM 
nspeat  aci^ivdingf  ta  potiUpal  9^f)9«ti^,  «i^  tb^  l^^r^  /Qoadi- 
tiapa  of  aMite%  Tbiere  is  oiaa  frntU  4W»  whiqbr  flJif aya  laladaai  U>p 
alasa  t<y  wUteb  yaa.  belong/' 

<*  What  if  thai,  sir  r 

>«  That  the  Amatiaaii  coImua!  bav^r  pusi^d  tbiMgh  tfi#ji^ 
ikiiaidrityi  A  ^pa^i^a  whd  ave^  abla  to  inafai^^ij»  dbBmartnap 
«gpai]i8l fereiga  pD^a9«e^  ha^  wunrfve^lbe  iHdraiitty  f9fiSmi0R 
r«Li4  Th6BMnAalaai0aMal^vel«{>iQiM«whMit#iiiJ^ 
lo  defiind ^heaMi^vw  bT<m»«4  ere •  in  fvOof  g$  tei¥W^m  mh^d^ 
reyolt  at  foreign  doihihuMi.  lllheAakptiMi*  mmA  U^ffftnl  ftp 
its  own  aeeeasitiat*  it  is  ailM^aate'  ta  its  own  rttlaw  If  we  no 
longer  aeed  Englisk  aionias  for  oar  pisataolioni  wo  no  longir 
need  fingKsfa  mmd  far  awe  govonmeni.*' 

"* Bo*  this,  sir,  is  tike  aigUmanl of  iagtatitade.  To«forgoithe 
past,  sir — the  immense  debt,  ams^  aM»»  money,  aU  tnoana  and 
iqppliance%  iot  stveagtband  salety^  wkiidi  wo  owe  tolikomodier- 

^No^riniti8^BritiiiB4hal^t)rgat0«    WoihlvefiH^olftemiiolfc- 
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ii^.  britam  had  a  right  to  expect  our  gratitude,  hut  not  the 
•acrifiee  of  our  liherties.  That  you  should  lend  me  money— 
naft  gire  it — protect  me  in  wealuiess — help  and  cherish  me  in 
sickness — gives  you  no  right  to  enslave  me  for  ever  for  these 
services." 

"  Don't  talk  of  slavery,  sir,  taxation  is  not  slavery." 

"  The  denial  of  our  right,  sir,  is  the  worst  slavery,  and  this 
was  the  error  and  off|ii^e^f  E|ri||a^,  It^yroved  her  to  he  neither 
just  nor  wise.  But  do  not  let  us  g^ide  into  the  renewal  of  old 
discussions.  Tb^  tn  not  terve^  Mir.  <  ^^  ftn  not  change 
your  hahit,  nor  unsettle  my  principles.  Let  us  talk  of  other 
Arhkj^^bf  fieiiie,  istr,  df  f&tUBfM^dt  U^giflr-*^ef  any  lldbjiect 
bitt6ifii^Mldfv«teffiA."'     •  ^ 

The  veteran  sighed  deeply.  • 

'  "^^IM'Slttidailr,  iay  «da,  1  so#i«t{MeB  ft«l  tiiat  I  teuld  btrrse 
you,  io  hitt^rly  &&  I  MiiR&r  ftdm  4life  tkfyim  fw  h$t9%  •fliiltAa 
aglfthiflt  Ifiy  sofvtt-^fi^.'' 

«*  l)e^^  )Mt  tbtit;  Hif  d^f  fklHef ^«^  bot  <tb«t  f '  mmimmi  the 
msjtit  tehitMy,  as  hfe  took  the  old  Ihi^n'^^hMid,  Ud  «lMied  it  to 
his  lips.  The  eyes  of  hoth  were  filled iw^k'IciiMi  OsMeSiw- 
leMlri^U  i^d^tittd^MMMfi  W  ItM  «^tlt  Mie  tetetwn V li^k ^ 
liOhi  liotfM  HetifeMled  ihtt  6f  W  i^heiv 'kiiMivd^,  in  tte 

^ifni^ttt  Tl^iU>^yetrt6 1^  hoti^  Willie, 1  dmdd  havetuvei 
you,  and  iiW^n  ytk  fbf  t^f^  holtk  ^  Mgbt.  Bbt  fm  4iat^ 
d%ty^%eto'h^bM,  ^d  ftpelcM  ih«  irhtt»;  ahd  i  hondr  you, 
sir — hond^yo^,  Aott^yofDr  to^foe  has  JottiMiinl^s  AaMeoet 
iMwij^^d  iM^oice  Itt  ^-vMr '#ittioi>  «nd  geoA  teaman  WHUe 
Bindair,  as  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier,  though  your  swotd-  b 
fkittod  fo^Vhci  deftM  antt  dkihdnb^^  ttty*#»i^er%(i.'' 
" '  JfttfYiUi^  ther%  Wlk^  ttl^tlce  to  h  tfpit&&.  Wbitfi  th^^Uaiogii^ 
•i^hg  i^sttttiefl,  tiia  !Mb$i)tt  IMT  'chanifdi.  iPm^^  ^i^m^t  ih^» 
were  no  more  reproaches. 
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flat  at  Itmeh,  "  you  have  been  honored  widi  a  visit  ftom  Lovd 
Bawdon  and  hh  soite.^ 

*'T6i>  air^  X  iras  so  hoo(Dre4f  His  lordship  took  the  Baroaj 
im  his  90«Ae  upwa^  and  .pfissf^.^he  ]%bt  ivnih  n/i^  #s  did  aeyer- 
al  of  his  suite.    His  army  w^  cantoned  in  the  old  indjgo-field.^ 

«"  I  was  aware  igf  jt«  Oaseorlrarieadiiriiig  the  aight»I  vas 
arilhhi  a  shoti  half-mle  of  the  house>  land  J  xo#de  the  ciicnit  of 
Us  whole  encaittpaaeiit" 

<«  Indeed*  mt  70a  wem  W14-  The  sight  vas  bardl|r  vatisfiie* 
Aery*/  You  saw  some  ^dfndi4  ^Jcooppr  six*  fresh  frons  I^elaad^ 
two-tboussad  hca^e  lellows  at  kiisti  9fai  w^Pf^  ^  $>M^  iool^ 
Sag  ohaps  J  ever  nw.  4^i^  hy  the  wsjr«  sir*  J9npr  sister.  Oairie 
4hei!e  made  a  ^^nqtiest  of  one  of  th^  joong  Irishmen*^' 

'«Ah*indsedI  who T  and  the  migor  looked  aco^jr  ai  his  sia> 
AST's  Aaii    ''Batwhysiiouldlfsk.    Umowtalrea^/' 
r.  .V]|ov!a  thait.  sirr'  4^d  )Mh  .^  vetei^ui  m^  Oacrie  looked 
isuttous^ 

*«  We  are  well  st^W^i^d  isri^h  bwdii  ef  iihe  wood,  aiid  mx  iba/L 
•bring  us  tiding  io  a  moment  $rom  allfpsrteri*  Ther|rfAfiffioiis 
«Cai|7  Lovd  ^irs^  pit^igarald«  jtQ.i^  slj  h^dy/^iijp^  did  Dist  bifl 
to  be  fully  reported  in  camp." 

«*  Why,  Willie !  he  paid  me  no. attention." 

''FiOt  Carrie,  my  child,  you  know  he  did.  AA  Lottie^ 
Willie;  she  can  t€^  you  all.  The  child  was  quite  enrioos^  I 
assure  yon ;  and  was  particularly  mortified  at  being  put  to  bed 
an  hour  or  two  before  the  usual  time." 

''Nay,  fisther,  not  a  minute." 
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*\S^hfi^,fmt4^Mh  it «  gx^  hArdp^p  0  Ve  paqk^  off  im4 
put  awaj  when  she  was." 

<*  Tes,  indeed,  papa.    And  w  m^ny  h^fidaome  officers." 

Oaiir)Q.)oi»)b^4  4  little  ?upM^y»  ^d  lift^  her  iupgec  at  the 
eW)d,  ^b4;8wle4  witfi  a  pretty  little  malice. at  1^  eld^r  siBter, 
apd  prattled  ofit  a  mischievotia  reply.  .  « 

**  Oh  I  Lord  fid^ard  did  MJK  #  great  deal  with  yon,  Carrie  ( 
y^n  know  be  did;  a^d  be  did  wat^h  you  with  all  his  eyes;  and 
be  sat  with  you  .a  hngAm^  upon  the  4ofa ;  and  when  papa  waa 
talking  with  the  other  lord,  he  got  you  to  play  for  him  upom 
the  barpaiQb(v4;  and  Carrie  s«»g  for  hiiq,  brother  Willi^t  and 
he  did  seem  so  pleased  to  bear  bpr  $mg  i  and  it  waa  a  song 
fkbOut  Irelaod  too;  about  *  the  gr*een  isle,  of  the  qceeiu'  you 
knew.'' 

«'▲  pretty 90m pftmi(;jWfKitt«2it:y?f jtadcleiMrly aU  tmer Carpe." 

Carrie  was  no  simple  cofupatiy^girL  3he  bad  seen  a  good 
deal  of  eoeii^^wiand  e^ihihiled  no  matic  eieotio«m.  StiU>  there 
W99i  a  heightened  oolov  i^pen  her  ebeeka»  m  ebe  laughingly  an^ 
aweredn-  . 

.  ff£Tery  syllable  Willie  9  and  that  sbe  renieog^eifi  «o  weK» 
wmAiT^p>is^  iQ  tnily>  ie/ei^  in.  j^ooC  that,  Ae  Yas  put  tpbed 
wifA  a  sMMeut  too  aoon«.  I  shall  hare  ^  .kidnlge  in  fiore  can- 
tm^  heteaftec" 

'<  You  see^  Willie,  ehe  ia  abliged  to  eonfees  eTexyithipg  I"  said 
Iheeldaatt. 

**It  it  a  foil  eonfeseionf  I  faoey  from  tbe  jealor  on  her 
ebeekstbat  selnethiag  haa  faeen  kept  bach.  M  all  eirente, 
what  is  revealed  is  enough  to  make  a .  lover  jealous,  atid  I 
must  lookup-inie  of  1117  -ftieiida  a«d.  p«itil^  on  die  ttuil, 

The  girl  looked  at  her  brother  with  an  anxious  warning  ii 
her  eye,  and  oontinned  to  lift  a  finger  to  lum»  as  she  bad .  dene 
to  Lottie*  It  was  e^pidently  a  dangerous  progresa  that  the  dia« 
logue  was  taking  toward  a  iabootd  preoinel,  and  the  veteran 
turned  BuspiMousiyy  and  wi^  a  very  decided  change  ia  hie 
l^eiee^  aaidt^-** 
"  Whal  ie  dMt>  sbrl^of  wkoa  ate  yon  jpeakingr 
**V^;  i  am  speaking  ofae  one  eepecially;   but  diere  ia 
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etumgb  $a  "Ah  irtoiy  #f  Lord  B^hs^id  to  lAAb  ^uttA^  lorer 
jealous." 

"  Bot  tli«re  2g  HO  otliet,  iHr«^iM>il)&!^        .    . 

<'  I  am  then  realfy  %o  ^n^teritAttd,  (&»  thM  L«vd  fi^md  tlta- 

^I  Mid  nbt  Arat,  slr^-Mnb,  sir,  I  do  taot  meal^  HiAti  Hie 
young  lord  was  certainly  Verfattenti^  and  I  wtts  mttji^ 
tbiink  tliftt  Carrie  #as  net  so  well  j^leased  Pri\kk  fais  aHentiofis  as 
^be  imgbt  have  be^n.  'She  plajed  and  sang  for  hii^,  it  h  Mm, 
nnd  behaved  as  gtacioiffily  as  atfy  lady  ootiM  do  m  bet  owa 
bottse,  sir."       .     . 

*'  What  more  w^uld  you  b^re,  sbr,  unless  yoa  yeally  desifed 
l(«r  ittiien  wkb  tb!s  yottag  Irishman  V* 

<*  And  I  should  not  h6  displeliB^d,  sbr,  if  sueb  a  thing  <MHild 
take  place,"  retorted  the  veteran,  quickly  and  rather  shaorply^ 
Its  if  8obiew4iat  dissatMod  ^Hk  tbetone  of  volee  lb  ivlviob the 
^hrafor  b Ad  (q>oken.    fie  oonthm^  7^^ 

»Lord  Edws^  Wkzgtn^i,  #i#,  is  a  yonttg  iiotolemsii  of  tiig 
iMost  ttoblo  cbkroct€r»  and  the  fflo«t  Hhott idus  tfonnoctiona.  Mjr 
Lord  Bawdon,  who  is  charmed  with  bis  courage  and  coiidiMl» 
•gave  mettU  bk  history.  Them  is  no  sbocki*  the  {ridi  peerage 
Mij^or.  The  Qemldin^  buve  nlways  betonfunoida  1^  tbei» 
Mood.  Laid  Bdwaord'^e  fai^r  Wtts  ^tbe  ;dtike  of  LohwUtr;  Ui 
mother  the  daughter  of  Charles,  duke  of  Bichmoad^  be  Ydm* 
«iell,  sur,  is  worthy  ^  bis  rakie  aod  immediate  por^ta." 

**  You  seem  to  have  pursued  the  subject  of  Irish  g—tafagy  of 
tatte,  sb:,  with  more  ajnap^tliy  4uid  res|Mei  ihan  foraiesly .  There 
^ma  a  4ii4«  wben  firisb  npbilitjr,  aftd  the  wiiole  Irab  t4ee»  fcond 
builliltle sympathy  in  your  tboogbb." 

Tho  Veteran,  did  M(t  00am  to  cettih  tbevemiiiisapncd. 

**  And  for  a  good  reason,  sir — they  were  a  rebellious  P^Kipl* 
•lw»yi«" 

^^TbeatMOstorsof  this  yomg  maia  eapeeially  ao.'^ 

'*  Tbe  fault  was  in  bis  aneeetors-^not  in  bimi  su:.  H^  ia 
making  tbe  proper  stonemeat.  Bat  I  can  not  expect  diat  bi$ 
^^resent  byal^  will  find  fcvor  in  your  ayas>as  it  does  in  muMl** 

'*  No,  indeed,  sir  I  How  should  it  V*  exclaimed  thanigor  of 
dragoons,  tmagitQm  bts  ^MiraM  striding  hMKtPft  Wfm  tbe 
ap«rliteiti~*<  How  al^eald  it^  wbett  it  ketca|rs  aU  Jtlfe  exMDples 
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flhoold  he  be  here,  sir,  with  his  own  people  in  botiAfl  mt  iiQ>me/ 
fil^itivg  the'  hmim  of  tktit  ^fticemml  Wk«l  a  spectacle  is  it 
t»40e  ibe  lifihlm  o(  a  raoe^  wkoi  perpi^tnaUj  eompldba  ^i  l^eic 
QW9  tyrwiH  aeekibg  with  aak«d  svtoris  *o  subject  a  fomg* 
people  to  the  sway  of  the  same  tyrannies.  One  who  calk  him- 
sdtf  att  Xitifk  patfitisighting  isgainet  the  Hbeitiea  of  America/' 

^•3UfaeiiiiiBl    itdMleslMsr 

The  young  man  did  not  notice  the  interrapti<nt  as  lia  eam^ 
tinned: — 

•"li^^tefiAat  Iiiland:kmdb/lo.<rfaiik  tbabitler  euporher 
ovU  k(mdagift-n>Uttan»QS0  to  tfaaiip%'  death  to  iM  life,  disfaomxr 
to  Ae .Bfit^L'  Har  paopla  aerrer- as  (vnlHng.  meroeaaries  of  dia 
Tctey  sararaigti  wliom  thay  hata^ahil  «vieity  blow  whieh  they 
strike  in'  hatbehdy^riraAai  odob  '£rmlj  the  chain  a^ont  ^eir 
ownwAte""-- 

*' Pshaw!  This  is  all  boy-declamation,  Willie,  {vehiail 
'TWim  »»  «kaiilsil'hiab'it  Is  aot  neojMsaiy  and  piopar  tiai  she 
should  wear."  '  ' 

The  oAev  qtiicllly  rcfAed  ^<-« 

**  On  ^ajb  polity  mr,  We  aire  affreed.  And  so  long  as  ber  pao-' 
{Be  afcre  as^  to  figfai  ffie  bittlaa.  of  dkeir  own  grants*  may  tb« 
chains  grow  and  eat  into  the  flesh/  and  amk  into  ihe  soul,  mi 
root  out  from  tXM^wtm  enrary  atom  of  life  in  the  natare  which 
sa  foolbbl^  iBili  foa»y  ^tegtfadee  itseUl" 

'*  Take  care,  ftur^*t^take  caarid,  Wiltia  fiineiak !  Do  not  make 
Tx»  9iBtgtyi  mj»*^l  jna' not  ^atil^  made  nogry,  sil^^i  am  4uite 
qpth^^wil»^iiA$(^mf  mm^^hoM-  ^b*^  it^  6if»  bewwe  hem  ytivi 
provoke  me !"  ..}....* 

"I  haye  naiKik  4»  ^»a#6ba  av  anger  yoa/sir,  and  wa  ^ill 
d&mfc^ikd'anb^eatt  if  yon  pfeisa.  I*  hava  no  Imup  thai  OSurrie 
Sinclair  will  feel  more  sympathy  for  this  young  Irish  lord  than 
I  do.  I  trust  that  she  will  find  a  proper  mate  among  her  own 
people.'^    - 

**  WeU^  BWi  Wt  if  Ab  akonld<^i£  In  obadiance  to  my  wishes/ 


'<  I  kinra  tt»  fear;  8Br,ikat  your  wishes,  m  saeh  an  aflftir  as  this, 
will  over  ptilfan'the  aspect  of  a  lair,  afar.'* 
*•  4jid  why  ntii,  «r- > why  not » ' 
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«« BecMM,  tax,  I  fai>w  that  ycra  Vmia  iwvvr  M^tMm  a  tj^NOit  to 
your  0^*^  cWldren." 

<"  I  know  not  tliat,  sir,  wlien  thtj  become  diMl^cldielit,  tfebel- 
Uoxuh  WilBe  Sfnolat^.  And  this  reminds  me  1»  ask,  sir,  since 
when  did  yon  become  a  a  intimatie  of  a  certain  Oaptain  Travis, 
ofEdiitor 

^Now  comes  mj  turn)"  was  the  nnntfereii  4ho«ig1ii  of  the 
major  of  dragoons,  looking  with  a  lunt  smile  to  the  amdona 
faceofOarris. 

*<  I  am  no  intimate  of  Oaptain  Trayis,  sif ." 

'^Ahi  I  aia  remf'^bA  to^hair  it,  sir;  ^  is ivot'die  p^i^son, 
sir,  wkom  I  riionld  widi  to  s^e  intimate  witb  a  son  of  mine. 
He  is  a  dirty  feikrw,  sir<'-^net  a  gentleinan-— a  oomtpt,  sdfish, 
mercenary  rascal.  I  knew  kim  well  in  ihff  Okarokee  war.  He 
is  not  the  person  for  a  gendenum's  intereovras*  Bat  ym  k«ve 
intercourse  with  him,  sir — pray  what  is  the  nature  of  ikat  bif 
tercourBe!"  *  ' 

**  It  bekmgs  whoHyta  B^  offieial  Unties*  it  is,  aocatdingfy, 
sir,  of  a  nature  not  to  be  communicated/' 

*<  How,  Willie  Sinclair— how  ^ean  «hat  be  t  This  itian  is  in 
the  service*  I  aiin  sorry'to  say  it^  of  bis  Btitanxiio  majesty.  He 
is  in  ike  oommisBariat,  I  beHeve.  I  sold  him  a  hmdred  beafl* 
e£  cattle  on  British  aoceunt/' : 

"  You  sate  right,  sir;  he  is  in  the  oanmnssafiat^' 

"  Of  what  nature,  then.  Is  your  intercourse  witk  'him  if  it  be 
effciaL    Bither  he  is  a  traitor  io  his  kmg,  sir^^'' 

** Do  yot  notsee, my  dekr fktfaieri i^om  yovr  bwn  ODn€ihisieiiB> 
tiiat  tbeSntereomrsa  with  him  is  stieh  as  it  wodd  mt  be  proper 
for  me  to  tell,  or  you  to  hear?" 

The  old  mao-paoaed  a  momeaty  tkeanre^mngdi^****  -  •       i   - 

<<  Aa4on  yavr  honor, sin  yom  hsive  none  but  sin  oflkkl-lnteiu 
course  with  him." 

"None,  sff." 

"  How,  then,  is  it  that  this  person  has  the  audacity  to  tome 
to  m^f  and  impudendy  to  suggeA  a  tknion  between  his  fkmily 
and  mine  I" 

^  He  moat  answer  this  question  f)r  himself.  I  can  oiity  say 
that  his  proposition  was  ivfaoHy  anautberiaed  by  m^'' 

*'  I  am  ^ad  to  hear  you  sa)r  thus  inuch,  WWe^-^v^ty  ^lal 
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£|!iil  iabrojMifteUTSie.altiirt*  Litiiera  tio  aeoret  fiireforve? 
I  tell  JOU9  WUlie  Sinclair,  that  this  maii  Trmn  iaS  more  tham 
liiot  to  me  thaft^.jMi  ba4  a  psiniBii  Ibr  his  dan^ter/' 

"  He  told  jon  but  thetiath/  sir^-i^tlieiigb  ubai]lhof4zed  tb  do 

80.".   -■     .'-         •       './•  •'        ■ 

"And  why  nnanthorized  ?  Who  has  a  bettor  right  tiiatt  a 
father  to  be  made  aware  of  the  disposftiDn  of  a  sottf^' 

** Aifd in  prbperioMPitt  ifr,  att  tlHi  «eorete %f  WHie  Sinclair 
siNdl  be  f^  iiito  bi^  ftithei^s  keeping.  Let  Hhu  paffit»  for  the 
present.  If  my  confidences  are  in  anything  witbhald  itam  jwn, 
liktrCir  aay  •f  in|y  Ibmily,  it  is  only  where  ihey  dfeoi'  otib^rs. 
When  they  relate  to  myself  only,  you  shall  kttew  them  all. 
Wben  I  mm  permitted  to  speak  lor  xitben,  yea  ^riiail  bean'*' 

«<  Thia  iriU  net  answer,  sir.  Wbe  i^  ^is  young  wounrs,  bur*^' 
tise  daught^  of  tbk  tnisersUe  eetntnibsary f^"* 

^  Let  me  pvay  yob,  my  dear  Mbm^  to  say  nediing  of  len 
and,  fSor  liie  present;  if  ycm  please,  no  mono  of  blm.  in  dne 
time,  yomsbiiH  know  aft*  that  I  ean  tell.  Eneugb  mm  that,  in 
a  season  while  the  storm  mges  witbont,  we  are  a  family  elf  lov^ 
within.  Will  you  not  spare  to  o«rr  meeting,  destined  to  be  out 
afaeirt  in  affew  booct'^-^aad  ^e  tom^r  took  tint  his  wateb«  and 
oni0#d  over  tii0  fb«e  of  It  for  a  moment-*-" let  ns,  my  dear 
ftitber,  ei^oythe  two  or  three  birars  that  are  left  ia  dar  reOnion^ 
without  tffietber  word  ealeulated  t6  impair  its  serenity^"' 

Tbei  old  mat  put  his  band  to  bis  bretw.  There  wasisome  atil* 
lenness  upon  his  face  as  he  replied : — 

"  Be  it  so,  Willie  iSitteUin  th^  tights  of  my  sovereign  do 
not  forbid  thai  i  t^euki  t«p}erate  tberpr^senee  Ibr  a  few  hours  of 
my  Mn-^and  I  trueit  that  his  own  training  ht»  been  sacb  as 
will  k«ep  him  froni  a  degrading  allknce.  One^ttiinglcltme'say 
ai|d  bear  it  fai  mind,  if  yov  please,  neioer,  while  ikj  biead  is  bet, 
will  I  tolerate  ^e  preeenee  of  tliat  mAn,  Travis,  in  my  boose 
as  one  who  has  a  ri|^  to  be  there.    Never  !  neTer.'^ 

And  the  ist  of  the  veteran  thund^ed  upon  the  table,  as  if  to 
renter  the  oath.  The  yovrttg  man's  face  saddeived  for  a  mo^ 
ment,  but  he  shook  away  the  cloud,  and  seiaing  bis  fkthur's 
Imnd,  be  erSed  laifgbiii{^<:  — 

••  I  dtfikbt,  «rty  Aear'faAerr  tiiat  the  inception  whic*  jrou  gave 
bim  trbett  <W  wm  tast  hei*e,  ^»  ever  e«e«tirage  Bim  te  a  seevnd 
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ventvre.    Be  vwr^  tsthmti  {hni  h^  ikallciovv  inlnrie  nnder  mf 
wnipiom.    But  bcti'  ■  ■  *'  '*     ■ 

He  paused.    Hefdt-theoJeeenity  of  j^nidMiee;     ' 

*'  Well— but  what  ?"  said  th^  yeteiaik 

'*  Nothing  lunr,  sur ; — but, is  it  not  near  the  dinner  hour  t  I 
oonfoss  to  as  anuadng  ^ipetile.^ 

The  vet6)^aa  snnled  grii&lj. 

^  Yov  shall  kare  adme  diniieir*  MeaiMriiile»  «ir»  rnot  to  firo^ 
Yoke  TOOT  appetite  to  a  too  inteme  degree,  joa  ahaU  join  me  tft 
sone  wiifee^hitteri.'' 

Aid  the  stomachio  was  reeorted  to,  and  Ahe  parties  amaekad 
their  Hps  after  it. 

"  Ta  a  dragoon,  air,  in  our  serriee,"  said  the  you^  oficn^, 
*'  food  and  drink  beeome  prinvuy  principles.  Our  JOf  plies  are 
served  so  capriciduly,  that  it  ia  a  imle  wiA  the  idragoop  fta  eafe 
and  drink  wlieaeyer  oppertmiity  oiffers.  If  he  diaea  with .  jon 
this  hour,  aiid  another  dinner  ^is  the  noact>  he  wdoeiBea  it 
without  any  conseiotisness  of  the  feart  that. he  hai^  jaat  fimshed. 
And  dias,eatittg  inordinately  one  day»  he  will  *  go  intheut  food 
5or  three,  yet  suffer  little  inoeBvenieiice." 

**  That  is  the  ease  with  the  Iiidiaita.  ;  -I-haFe  known  a.  Chero- 
kee runner  go  eight  days,  on  a  trot  ^nlieurs  pfir  day»  eating 
nothing  but  a  handfol  of  browned  waiae*  some  three  timea  m 
day,  aild  witheut  seeming  to  feel  hni^t,  or  the.Hnant  of  meat ; 
yetipnt  the  meat  before  him  and  he  wiU  devour  7011  ten  pgnnda 
at  a  sitting." 

"  Ten  pounds,!  fkther  V  exdWmed  Oanrie. 

*'On  my  iife^  truel  You  must  not.  kK>k  upon  ike  Ked^^kin 
aa  a  nenslert  Oartie.  The  white  wiU  do  the  04me  thingnnder 
bimilar  drcumstances,  nay*  OAt  hiagrandmetber,aiid  neveyrneed 
for  bis  dishes  the  dressing  of  a  Piurisian  oook  Nature  ia  {uii 
of  such  seeming  anomalies ;  and  you  are  to  ^tissate  the  per- 
formance by  a  regard  to  the  previous  endurance^  Irregularity 
of  food  produces  a  spasmodie  vigor  of  the  stom^K  which  makes 
it  capable  of  astonishing  pet£(Hrmanees, 

"But  just  in  the  same. degree  does  the  ci^pacity  for  drink  lea 
sen  under  the  same  circumstances.    Y^aurstarvipg  num  can  not 
drink  muck  safely,  or  withoitt  danger  to  the  briun.    He  gprowe 
tenriUy  wolfish  Mid  savage  from  drink  when  femisked,  and  it 


DICE  OF  TOmr'a  hJaWR  BfOVEMENT.  Ml 

•ometlia^g  of  a^mtdmaiB.  *By  ibe  way;  Willie,  I  do  net€nd 
thitt  old  Madeira  do^  ^e  «ny  hurt  with  the  gout*^ — fiUing  his 
glass  as  he  spoke  with  the  amlnNr-hiied  beverage.  The  joQUg 
mau  followed  his  exain^* 

"  Oar  physicians,  sin  yoa  0xe  aware,  reeommead  the  oid  Ma- 
deira as  benefieial  in  gout*  and  though  the  optaioiii  k  soaiewhat 
^nestioqed,  I  do  not  s^  with  what  reason.  You  drink  a  drug  as 
medicine, in  gout,  which  is  dissolved  in  the  strongest  aJeohol. 
The  drug  itself  passes  into  the  circulatiost,  and.  must  effect  the 
bxaiu,  and  when,  jou  aiffect  the  brain,  you  neeessiirily  atfoct-the 
general  health  always*  NoW)  what  worse  can  oM  Madeiva  do? 
—  unless,  sir — and  there  lies  the  true  difficulty — you  drink  move 
than  the  proper  dose ;  —  a  dangef  whkh  is  always  present  when 
tlie  mediciae  is  so  very /palatable." 

"  I,  £aitb«  yon're  right.  I  suspect  that  is  -  the  Utp6  distfaictiiMi. 
There" — pushing  away  the  bottle — "  I  will  take  no  more  t»- 
day.    Xouj  wust'^nish  it  for  yourself,  WiUie." 

"  As  an  old. proverb  bath  it,  father-**  A  short  honse  is  JKMm 
curried !'  and  he  pointed  to  the  greatly-diminished  measme  in 
the  decanter."  .  .     ^ 

''QU!  djO  iiot*  apprehend  that  your  aUe^aAceahaU  be  short. 
There  is  a  good  supply  above  stairs,  though  toy  LordBafwdon, 
and-  the  yoang  Irishman  did  play  a  famous  stick  «ftk>ng  the 
bottles.  They  left  half  a  doaen<  dead  aaen,  floored  a«  CMn^piflto- 
iy  as  if  the  shilelah  bad  been  at  work.  Ah !  WiUierl.  shovld 
like  you  to  know  Fitzgerald." 

*'  Not,  I  trust,  wbi|le  Ua  sword  is  at  the^  besoai  efmyfOountry 
But  ei^ngh  ,of  that*  /  9af  I  here  is  Coagarec^  Polly*" 

And  the  great  staring  negro  woman. mado  her < appearance 
with  waiterst  knives,  fofks,  ^„  all  signifieant-  of  prepatalionfl 
for  the  approaching  dinner* 

*'  By  ih^  way,  PoUyi  what  do  you  say  to  Little  Pet^  Aw  a 
imsband?" 

"  Ki  I  Mass  Willie,. wha'  I  hab  fc^  say  t  Wha'  LiMle  Peteir 
wants  wid  me  ?" 

**  Gome  I  come  t  Polly,  no  highflying  ai^  with  mew  Wiil  you 
ha.vQ  little  Peter.orshaU  I  sand  hjro  oyer  to  mjakwoman  Lenah  f' 
.    '*  He  kitt.tek.[takaj  Lc^i^i  ef  he  want  'enk" 

•*  'J'hen  1  must  tell  him  you  won't  hfave  him.." 
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*«  Wha'  far,  Mhss  Willfe,  you  bodd«r  y««*  6e*f  wid  Bigger  At- 
foctionst  L»'  do  niggar  look  out  ke  own  wife.  I  fipec'  Little 
Petor  kin  ton'  to  be  own  eonsftras." 

"Well,  as  you  please,"  said  the  mi^or  laughing — "you  are 
all  hypoeintos  together.  But  hark  ye,  Polly,  have  you  looked 
in  mftm  oisr  prisoQer  down  stairs.    H^w  does  he  get  ont" 

"Ho  call  vie,  leettle  bit  ago,  when  I  bki  guitie  though  de 
passage  aofl  b^g  mo  gee  'em  tome  water." 

"  WeH,  yon  gave  him  ?" 

"  Yes,  li^  drtnk  de  whole  ealabasB.  Ben  he  fibber  all  ober, 
and  say  hcitorry  cole,  and  beg«6  put  leetle  bit  o'  Are  in  de  ehlin* 
Way.'* 

"  But  yo«  did  not,  woman  ?^ 

"Oh  !  yes !  De  man  so  cole,  Maes  Wfflfe,  and  sh^ber  so  all 
•tor;^  and  the  wench  suited  the  action  to  the  word  m  very 
wintry  fashion. 

"Fire  in  midsummer!  Foolj  i^>oI!"  exclaimed  the  major 
of  dragoons^  and,  whiriing  the  astounded  negro  out  of  his  way, 
he  flaahed  down  into  the  basement  with  the  htmost  speed  of 
blood  and  limbs. 

The  inatincts  Mid  the  expedience  of  the  partisan  soldier,  were 
not  easiy  mistaken.  His  audden  appreliensions  were  all  real- 
iaed.  Diek  of  Tophet  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  but  the  frag- 
utmU  of  the  ropes  which  had  bound  hiih  lay  abont;  half  consu- 
Bwd  by  the  firo ;  and  the  bksteg  torches  cast  upon  the  floor  of 
the  apartment,  were  beginning  to  blaze  and  crackle  very  mer* 
rHy.  Hi|d  the  room  been  fin^nifilied  with  any  inflammable  ma^ 
terial,  the  discovel-y  made  by  the  majot*^  would  not  bare  been 
in  season  ti)  save  tlte  dwelling. 

With  one  so  prompt,  aool,  and  enei^tlc  as  our  major  of  dra- 
goons, it  required  but  a  few  moments  to  extingui^  the  fire. 
Havings  doheUlis^  aa^  jtt  a  close  and  hutried  sMfth  about  the 
premises,  seen  that  the  outlaw  was  really  gone,  and  was  uo where 
larking  la  Aioieamediat^  precincts,  Wfflfe  Sinclair  hurried  up 
stairs. 

^  Oti^  is  dcrter  safe,'^  said  he,  "let  Mm  b^  never  so  sure,  par* 
t1ciikuri3^  when  there  are  i^omen  near  him,  no  matter  what  the 
color.  Their  sympathies  are  so  many  weapons  In' the  hands  of 
the  cunning.    This  rascal  is  ofl^ 
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"  Off! — and  out  of  Benny's  hitch !"  said  the  old  man. 

"  Aj  !  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  hitch,  short  of  that  which 
suspends  him  to  a  hickory,  would  make  such  a  scoundrel  sure. 
I  was  a  fool  to  trust  him  out  of  my  own  sight,  or  to  suffer  any 
to  approach  him.  But,  it  is  a  lesson  that  I  will  not  forget. 
Get  to  the  housetop.  Oarrie,  and  look  out.  Wc  must  prepare 
for  every  sort  of  darg^ !  ^  -a  siepe-^porLaps  a  storm !" 
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CHAPTER  XVll. 

NBW   CAUSES  OF  APPREHENSION. 

The  operations  of  Dick  of  Tophet,  however  mysterious  the 
proceeding  might  appear  to  those  who  know  nothing  of  the  re- 
source and  hardihood  which  were  acquirable  in  such  a  civil  wat 
as  that  which  raged  in  the  Garolinas  and  Georgia  during  the 
last  three  years  of  the  Revolution,  were  yet  exceedingly  simple. 
One  would  think  that,  tied  hand  and  foot,  his  arms  laced  to- 
gether behind  his  back,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  outlaw  to 
make  his  escape  without  succor  from  another  party.  But  the 
fire  once  accorded  him  by  the  slave,  the  rest  was  easy.  Dick 
could  easily  simulate  the  sufferings  of  one  seized  with  "  the 
shaking  agy."  His  *'  shibbering"  imposed  upon  the  83rmpathie8 
and  unquestioning  simplicity  of  Congaree  Polly ;  and  a  negro, 
even  in  midsummer,  never  needs  an  argument  to  establish  the 
advantages  of  a  blazing  fire.  Polly  never  hesitated  to  light  the 
brands  or  Dick  just  as  he  required.  He  had  no  other  serviee 
to  seek  at  her  hands ;  and,  the  moment  she  disappeared,  the 
hardy  raffian  thrust  his  feet  over  the  blazing  lightwood,  and  en- 
dured the  scorching  flame  without  shudder  or  retreat,  until  the 
cords  snapped  in  twain  which  bound  his  legs  together.  He  was 
greatly  scorched  and  burnt,  but  he  was  tough,  and  however 
deficient  in  other  virtues,  he  had  that  of  endurance  in  perfec- 
tion. He  was  now  able  to  stand  upon  his  feet,  and  to  walk. 
Gould  he  escape  ?  Was  he  watched  ?  Where  were  his  guards  ? 
To  answer  these  questions  satisfactorily  required  some  little 
time,  and  he  proceeded  to  look  into  his  situation  with  the  great- 
est precaution.  He  occupied  one  of  four  rooms  in  a  bride  base- 
ment. These  rooms  were  appropriated  to  inferior  purposes. 
One  was  a  lumber-room,  the  door  of  which  was  lodced.     This 

^  opposite  his  own.    Another  was  a  **  wash-room,"  and  be 
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obald  b^ar  tUe'  hktnehUieuke  At  her  6p^at!on0  wltMu.  Th«  door 
Tfaa  open.  *  A  common  passage  led  to  aA,  and  bj  a  ifair*fl$ght' 
to  the  upper  apartments.  To  these  he  had  no  desire  to  ascend, 
now  that  he  was  weaponless,  and  knew  what  sort  of  customer 
he  shonld  probably  hav^  to  encontifer  in  his  attempt.  It  was 
quite  clear  that  he  was  able  to  escape  from  the  dwelling,  bnt  * 
was  it  orally  certain  that  he  shonld  snceeed,  unseen,  m  cros- 
sing the  court>  and  gotting  into  the  cover  of  the  woods  ?  At  alV 
events  these  offered  him  the  only  cbahce  of  refuge.  Hie  kfkft% 
must  be  made.  Any  peril  which  might  follow  him  in  flight  was 
preferable  to  the  certain  doom  which  awaited  him  in  his  pres- 
eiit  bonds.  He  knew  Willie  Sinclair  well.  He  knew  what  he 
had  to  expeiit  in  the  camp  of  Marion  to  which  he  concluded 
himself  to  be  destined.  There  was  not  a  moment's  hesitation 
in  his  adoption  of  the  resolve  to  fly. 

But  in  what  manner  was  the  question  ?  He  had  made  his 
observations,  stealing  from  door  to  door  of  the  several  apart* 
menti9  of  the  basement,  listening  at  each»  peeping*  into  them 
through  crack  and  keyhole,  and, out  of  the  housci  through  door 
and  window.  The  employment,  by  Sinclair,  o{  most  of  the 
house-servants  alokig  the  ^ge  of  the  wcK>d  below -^  a  foot  which 
our  outlaw  now  readily  conceived— ^afforded  him  comparative  free- 
dom from  detection  while  makinghis  reconnmssanct.  The  kitchen 
was  some  thirty  yards  from  the  house,  Half-a-dozen  Httle  ne* 
groes  were  playing  in  front  of  ft.  Oongaree  Polly  could  be 
seen  occasionally  going  to  and  fpo.  It  required  but  five  ithmtes 
to  pass  from  the  dwelling  to  a  little  copse  on  the  right  whicb 
gradually  stretched  away  till  it  mingled  with  the  treen^  of  the 
arenue  along  the  public  road.  This  was  the  route  which  the 
oQtlaw  proposed  to  take,  as  likely  to  afford  the  best  shelter,  and 
aa,  most  probably,  left  nn watched  by  the  scouting  negroes. 

But  should  he  be  encountered--* his  arms  bound — no  weapon 
m  his  grasp  ?  The  meanest  negro  of  the  plantation  could,  in 
such  ease '—and  he  well  knew,  would— despatch  hfm  with  a 
billet.  The  fierce  outlaw  shuddered  at  the  thought  of  his  de- 
fencelessness  in  such  a  danger.  To  die  fighting  was  scarcely  a 
subject  of  his  fears  at  any  time ;  but  to  be  incapable  of  a  blow  | 
to  see  it  deluding,  and  from  a  iiegro's  hand,  and  ofibr  no  re^^ 
iistMMe;^^this  was  a  fear  ii4ii6h  the  ruffian  could  not  contem- 
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pliUe  w}t))ont  9k  Jihndcler*  I£  fipae  ta  4y«  be  ini»t  be  .fl^e^  to  6gh^  I 
He  mu^be  able  to  lift  bisb^Qi^s  unmaasHded)!  an4.  to  grasp  a 
weapon  in  diem. 

It  is  surprising  kow  soon  cttif  finds  iDeaDsaQid  resources  wbere 
tbe  will  and  ooiirage  ar^  not  wanting*  How  tho^gbt  meets  ne 
cesaity,  and  iugennity  extricates  strength  from  sbackles.  Will 
and  .eourage  are  tbe  true  gods  of  oi]<cumstanee»  and  supply  tbo 
tools  as  well  as  the  opportunity^  Now,  baoef  bloody,  brutal  as  lie 
was^  Diidc  of  Tophet  had  these  qualities  in  larger  4^gree.  With 
one  or  more  other  virtues  he  might  have  been  a^  great  man. 
Had  his  education  trained  his  sensibilities  and  iastes»  equally 
with  his  nerves  ondmusde^f  be  might  bay^  substituted  the 
name  of  hero  for  that  of  outlaw.  As  it  waa>  be  .was  ea|Mible 
of  greKt  things  in  the  latter  character^  He  copieeived  th^  process 
by  which  to  release  his  arms  ttom  the  rope^  be  had  buttp  exer- 
cise tbe  same  finnaess  in  tbe  process  that  he  bad  shown  wbale 
his  a|:iklB6  bad  been  held  above  the  flame  of  ibe  biasing  light- 
wood  and  he  could  be  free  I  Tbe  performance  was  a  more 
tediou$  as  well  as  trying  enet  but  if  bis  endurance  beld,  it  was 
as  eettain  in  its  resuk&    . 

Couoeive  now  tbe  awkwardness  of  this  proceeding!  as  we 
watch  bis  opeirations.  His  arms  are  fast  tethered  together  be- 
Uud  his  back,  the  wrists  secured  by  the  ropes  with  a  space  of 
a  lew  iu^hes  between  them*  It  was  as  Benny  Bowlegs  boasted, 
'<  4  p0werfid  bitch" — such  as  it  woi^ld  have  been  impossible  for 
any  phys^eal  strength  to  r<eiid  asunder.  The  knot  was  crossed  just 
bennatb  the  small  of  the  outUVp  back*  He  calculated  all  bis 
difficulties  nicely;  then,  with  bis  f eet»  drew  one  of  the  biasing 
bravidB  £rom  the  fireplace  oujt  ^on  the  hearth.  This  done  be 
deliberately  let  himself  down  i^ppn  the  floor,  in  a  half-sitting* 
half-lying  posture>  with  theconrd  directly  over  the  blaae.  In 
this  positipn  he  could  see  nothing  of  the  operation — onlyJitU 
His  clothes  took  fire;  He  rolled  himself  over  upon  the  flooi 
and  thus  extinguished  it ;  rolled  himself  back  ever  the  flame 
and  was  again  in  a  blaze !  He  bad  recourse  to  the  same  ex 
pedient  as  belprei  of  rolling  qpon  bia  biu^k,  until  the  flame  was 
subdued.  Thrice  did  be  require  to  save  himself  in  this  manner» 
aiad  terrible  waa  the  s|i&ring  which  be  endured.  His  back  was 
'n  a  blister— rbis  neck — his  very  bair  was  aeiced  byiba  flasie! 
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Bdtfittob  w«B  hM  «ooliieM  «&d  resokitkm  that  lie  {JdnevBred 
oiitH  the  ooti»  mapped  apiyt  that  botitid  him,  and  Ms  aims  irere 
free ;  ^ben  he  leaped  t&  his  feet,  and  in  tbe  joy  i^hieh  lie  felt,  in 
spite  of  all  his  pain,  he  conld  scarce  forbear  wboopSng^  alamA  his 
triTnnpb.  Let  ihB  prisonerv  in  a  similar  ''hitch'"  take  note  of 
tbe  process  by  ^bicb  it  may  be  nndone,  and  if  be  has  tbe  cour- 
age to  eiidare*  b«  bas  In  bis  own  hands  ^be  means  of  his  escape. 

Tbe  mind's  ceinsoiouB  ti'imnpb  almost  snbdnes  tbe  body's  snf- 
ferihga.  Onr  Diok  of  'Fepbet  sfiff^red  truly,  but  net  so  mucfa  at 
this  moment,  as  be  was  destined  to  suffer  a  few  hours  later. 
His  anliety  belped  somewhat  to  snbdue  the  intensity  of  his 
pom.  fie  blad  trnnMied  while  his  e:xperiment  was  in  j^ogress, 
iMl  bedsus^  of  tins  "ptAtk^  buit  lest  be  abould  be  intert*upted.  But 
our  majior  ^i  dragdons  was  tee  busy  wkli  the  falnvily  abore  stairs 
—  the  outlaw  could  hear  the  subdued  tones  of  their  voices,  while 
be  steles  tbMVgb  tb^  pastoge  >$*^  and  Ooi^garee  Polly  was  en- 
gaged in  the  solemn  duty  of  spreading  the  table  for  diimef. 
8fa<^bad  pansfed  up^stalrs  and  down,  smd  from  tbe  house  to  the 
kitchtin,  iwke,  while  the  prisoner  was  iindergoing  bis  self- 
niposad  inflation  of  fi#e.  -  He  bad  heard  her  progress,  and  then 
It  wtas  thail  hk  betavt  sw(^led,  and  bis  fhnne  trembled  with  ap- 
lirebmisienk  '  It  was  otr^r  I  Hit  Hmbs'W^ipe  ft^,  and  be  must 
be  prompt  if  fae^^  would  escape.  He  had  no  time  to  think  of 
€«nrt  ok4dM»(  dM^lv«lled  bafr,  and  blistered  back  and  arms. 
His  sleeves  were  burnt,  his  arms  scorched  and  blackened  from 
wrtBt-to  db»w  ;-*-biit  be  Was  ft'ee.  His  hands  were  ft-ee — his 
feet !  He  allowed  them  no  delay.  He  gave  himself  a  moment 
only  to  4inw»  the  brands  ^om  tb^  beartb  and  lay  th^  down 
teifetbar  on  tbe  fioor.  Be  cursed  the  bare  chamber  in  wbfcb  b^ 
bad  beeii  lodgied  thai  it 'contained  no  Aiel,  no  furniture,  no  bed- 
olalbes,  no  ktKAsbf  !any  kiild  which  could  be  Wiade  to  contribute 
to  tbe  rapid  apredd  of  the  fire.  Should  tbe  bouse  toddenly 
break  eiut4i)tD  iani4,  his  chances  of  escape  ^ould  be  increased; 
andtbe*  wbata  flne  taim  of  Veng^ace  would  be  have  done 
tbe  class  of  **  har^toccats'^  that  he  so  much  hated ! 

He  did  what  he  could,  in  the  brief  moment  al^wed  b^  to 
e^t  MiB  t!indk<ive«fid  dekmcti^e  objeet.  He  piled  ^e  bla- 
■a^^/^AffboM^opwi  tbe  Boor,  Md  teft  itto  4e  itapleaMre,  eVett 
aa-Wttis  4ttelAia4Uittd  It 
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Tlie  latter  f ortuiia^y  cem^  'm  eeafton  to  atifta  tke  flaine  wiikh 
liad  already  commimicated  to  the  flo^r.  It  required  bitl  h  few 
moments  to  draw  the  brands  aparti  and  east  water  upon  the 
burning  fragmenlg. 

"  rool  that  I  was  !"  he  muiteredi  as  be  wad  dius  einpl<kyed, 
"  to  suffer  a  negro— and  a  woman  too-*- to  approach  the  acovn- 
drel !"  and  thus  nuiltering  and  feeling  he  oiade  hSs  way  up- 
atairs  ,and  sounded  bis  bugle  thvioe  to  summon  to  the  house  bis 
two  scouting  negro-&Uows»  atnd  aueh  olbecs  as  tfaey^  might  have 
gathered  about  tbera. 

.  <'  3ut  where  is  the  dog-^  where  is  Tiger  all  diis  time )  I  had 
thought  to  ask  after  him  bef<>i«e.  Had  he  been  abbut  itho  dwel- 
ling this  villain  nerer  would  baye  ventuctd  ni^.  At  all  eveato 
we  should  bare  had  wsming^  of  every  one  o£  the  rasoal's  move- 
.mouts."  '. 

"  Little  Pqter  been  tek'  Tiger  wid  'em  tdde  woed,**  answered 
Congaree  Polly. 

*' Ah  t  that  accounts  for  it !  I  can.  not  bhime  lu»n„  fi>r  Tiger 
would  be  q[uite  as  servtceabla  on  the  soont  as  here.  Bat  we 
miist  now  have  them  All  back.  Beany,.  iPetar,  Tiger  *^aU  that 
we  oan  gather  together..  We  must*coatraci  ou#  farces  if  we 
would  mal^e  them  answer  any  good  purpose.  '  To  eaoomtat 
these  rascals  properly*  we  :inu6t  draw  tham  out  of  the  wood 
We  are  quite  a  match  for  them,  I  thiak,  if/they  veiitare  ta  at- 
tack the  house/' 

Anci  ^ilUe  Sinclair  ag^^in  sounded  tb^  bugle  for  the  retam 
of  the  negroes. 

"  What  a  determined  rascal  i"  exclaimed  the  vataran»  m^i- 
tating  the  outlaw's  escape*  **  Wha  cofdd  have  thought  it  t  And 
how  the  scoundrel  must  have  snffisred  !  What  hardihood  and 
endurance*  By  Jave*  sir,  if  that  feUow  whM  hare  been,  caught 
young,  and  trained  properly,  be  would  have  bae^d  fiunoaa." 

«<  Tes,  indeed  !  We  know  him  of  old.  Ha  is  caplibla  of  the 
moat  d^perate  things.  Let  me  tell  yoa,  sir^  his  seoifohiaga  mast 
have  been  a  few  degrees  jse^verer  than  your  twinges  of  gout  f 

"  And  th^  the  resource  1" 

'*Xes,  \t  remio^s  ma  of  an  affair  that  took  pkce  at  (hie  eap* 
tji^^  of  ^Qj^a^^Vuic>  ^^<^B  Vi»h«r  held  the  gwfxiaMiL  hjr  Suiatas. 

^ong  the  prisoners  were  two  notorious  dathnf^K  Shof^iMitVem^ 
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<iiifvi8.  Tliey  were  intrtidted  tcr  tbe  care<>f  two  wliigs,  TV/rris  and 
Dueato ;  Travis,  by  the  way,  being  a  cousin  of  tbe  Captain  TVa- 
^is,  of  Edisto,  of  whom  we  hare  spoken.  No  doubt  that  the 
persons  wonld  have  been  tried  and  h«ng  when  they  had  readied 
Belleville;  biit  tbe  two  men  having  charge  of  them,  were  impa- 
tient of  any  rnich  tedious  proeess  of  getting  rid  of  tbem.  They 
were  personal  enemies  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  latter  gave' 
them  socae  trouble  ^ong  the  road,  requirrng,  every  now  and 
then,  to  be  priek^  forward  with  the  bayonet.  They  were  both 
hAiidcn£fed  together,  the  left  arm  of  Cooper  being  riveted  to  the 
right  of  Pendarvis.  As  the  evening  approached,  Travis  propo- 
sed to  Dnesto,  to  shoot  the  prisoner,  and  thus  relieve  them- 
oelres  from  the  trouble  in  respect  to  them.  The  measure  was 
agreed  on,  and  both  fired  at  the  same  moment.  The  two 
handcuffbd  men  fell  together,  Pendarvis  sprawling  completely 
over  the  body  of  Cooper.  The  former  was  slain  outright,  the 
latter  only  wounded  slightly.  But  he  pretended  to  be  dead  and 
lay  quiet  The  murderers  ascertained  that  Pendarvis  was  dead, 
and  they  presumed  that  Cooper  was  also.  But  to  make  sure, 
Travis  run  his  bayonet  through  Cooper's  neck,  tlie  wounded 
man  feeling  and  hearing  the  steel  as  it  grated  in  the  sand  below 
him.  Yet  he  was  cool  and  hardy  enough  still  to  remain  quiet. 
atid  80  they  were  left  on  the  roadside,  not  a  mile  from  the  vil 
lage.  When  tliey  were  gone,  Cooper  recovered,  and  threw  off 
the  body  of  Pendarvis.  But,  handcuffed  to  the  dead  man,  with 
the  use  of  his  tjwn  right  only,  how  was  he  to  extricate  himself  1 
The  bitch  seems  to  have  been  more  sure  than  that  of  our  Dick  of 
Tophet.  But  he  had  similar  reBourees.  He  dragged  the  body 
of  Pendarvis,  who  was  a  very  large  and  portly  person,  to  the 
woods,  there  he  found  a^  couple  of  lightwood  knots  j  he  laid  the 
fettered  hand  of  the  dead  man  upon  one  of  these  knots,  and 
with  the  other  he  beat  it  to  a  jelly,  then  withdrew  it  from  the 
shackle;  aiid,wotinded  in  the  body,  w'ith  a  bayonet  thrust  througli 
the  neck*  feeble  fVem  loss  of  bh!i6d,  the  stubborn  scoundrel 
made  oft  cawying  with  liim  the  handcuffs,  till  he  got  down  to 
K!etchei^8  blacksmith  shop,  where  he  had  the  fetters  stricken 
offf  and  made  his  way  finally  in  safety  to  his  home  in  the  Forks 
of  Edisto.  He  is  Hving  yet,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  as  great 
a  rwgite  and  tory  tfs  eter.'* 
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"The  Mlow  wa8  a  Wo,  gk-^wtid  I  r^ee  tbat  racb  lutf4y 
courage  is  engaged  on  tlie  rigbt  aide.'' 

"The  right  side  with  him,  and  most  of  the  same  kidney,  if* 
diat  which  promises  most  pkmder.  In  less  than  three  montiisv 
he  will  probably  find  hia  way  to  Marion's  camp,  imploring  to  be 
received  to  mercy,  and  piolessing  the  greatest  penitence  for  his 
evil  deeds.  Courage  and  enduraace  axe  no  doubt  admirable 
virtues  in  a  soldier,  but  they  are  such  as  we  are  juat  as  apt  t* 
find  in  the  bosom  of  a  sturdy  ruffian.  All  of  these  rascals  with 
whom  we  are  now  threatened  are  in  the  service  of  his  Britan- 
nic  miyesty." 

"  D— n  'em !  I  don't  care  in  whose  service  they  profess  to 
be,  if  I  can  only  get  a  shot  at  them.  But,  for  this  inferaal 
gout,  Willie,  I  should  answer  confidently  against  a  score  of  the 
scamps;  but  wheel  me  up  to  yonder  window,  and  let  me  have 
my  pistols.  By  the  Lord  Harry,  but  I  long  to  have  a  crack  or 
two  at  a  scoundrel  before  I  cease  to  kick.  1  feel  that  a  little 
excitement  in  my  head  will  lessen  the  infernal  twitehings  in  my 
foot.  Ok !  for  ten  years  thiU  I  liave  lost — I  may  aay  in  doing 
nothing." 

"I  would  to  Heaven,  sir,  that  jon  had  twenty  back,  a&d 
were  fighting  on  the  right  side." 

"  Oh !  d — n  the  side !"  cried  the  old  n^an.  now  thoroughly 
roused  and  excited.  "  Devil  take  the  side  when  a  fight's  going 
for'a'd !  That's  not  the  time  to  discuss  the  righta  of  the  ques- 
tion. Wheel  me  to  the  window  I  say,  Willie,  and  let  me  have 
a  hand  in  the  game.  The  pistols,  Carrie,. the  old  dogs!  I  wiE 
refresh  their  memories  with  a  good  feed." 

*'  Here  they  are,  papa,"  cried  Lottie,  running  up*  '*  Here 
they  are !     Shall  I  load  'em  for  you,  papa  t" 

'*  Load  'em  for  me !  Hear  that,  Willie  I  What  tiunk  you  oi 
my  putting  Lottie  in  small-clothes,  and  making  her  my  hench- 
man 1     Ha !  ha !    And  who  taught  you  to  load  pistols,  huasyt" 

*'  Oh !  I  can  load  them,  papa :  I've  seen  brothier  Willie  lo<  d 
'em  often,  and  I  wmtched  him.  First  you  put  in  ihe  powdor 
yon  know — there's  the  little  chaxger— then  the  waddiagt  an 
then  the  bullet*- and  you  wad  that  too,  pi^Mu" 

"  By  the  Lord  Harry  she  does  seem  to  know  all  about  it  I 
Well,  you  shall  load  one  of  them,  Lottie,  while  I  load  the  otbar. 
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Npw,  let  iii  aM  how  yn  p»i  ^oiar  edaaith»]i  to  um.  Biglit ! 
That  is  tlie  measure." 

AvA,  t^lfs  tiit  little  croatMfe  ifcawed  that  she  iMd  watched, 
tiio  process  closely;  she  proceeded  to  her  task  with  eq«al 
promptudit  MftA  ^mpnUj.  i 

*'That  will  do  for  ramming  the  femiat  &^mn,  Lottie. 
There*ft  a  rale  in  rh^rme  for  ramraiiigt  Lottie^  whicii  ytm  will 

But  bullet  ti^itr 

Good !  I  SCO  joit  know  i^^  about  it»  nj  girl  To»  riiaU  be  a 
soldier's  wife,  Lottie.'* 

"  Y^s,.p«p«:  I  shall  1^  Lord  ^dwmrd'g,  p«pR;  lie's  n^k  a 
nice,  handsome,  brave  cavalier !" 

"What!  so  ambitious,  little  Lottie  1  But  that  can't  be. 
liord  Edward  is  for  CaiTie,  and  you  must  mot  think  ta  rival 
your  sister,  Lottie." 

"  Oh !  she  sliall  have  all  my  rights,  papa,"  cried  Carrfe,  with 
a  slight  suffusion  of  the  cheak.  as  she  was  employed  parading 
swords  and  pistols  for  lier  brother ;  **  I  sel^n^uisb  in  Lottie's 
favor*" 

"  Yes,  papa,  sis  don't  want  Lord  Edward.    She's'  for  another 
Roit  of  cavalaer.    Don't  you  remember  the  song  shp  made  >*- 
*'  "Hiere  was  n  gajllnot  mtbImt."* 

"  Hwk,  Lottie  hush,  cbiM  t*^  said  Carrie,  unnecessarily  flushed 
in  the  face. 

^Lel  her  speak,  <;arrie,"  said  the  old  man.  ^She  is  evi- 
dently far  advanced  in  a  damsel's  peculiar  education.  She  is 
preparing  herself  to  be  a  soldier's  bride.^' 

"  it  must  be  Lord  Edward,  papa." 

•*  Wdl,  if  yon  will  be  yoftr  sister's  rival,  ft  is  at  your  own 
peri,  i  but  where's  Willie  gone  V* 

The  major  of  dragoons  had  left  the  house,  and  the  veteran 
iMW  for  tbe  first  thne  heard  the  distant  baying  of  bloodhounds 
in  tbe  woods  below*  signvfioant  of  a  hunt  m  progress.  It  was 
tbeee  aoniMk  whlek  had  called  him  off  from  the  party ;  and, 
whispering  to  Carrie  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out  from  the  upper 
0#ofy,  liB  stole  out,  well  armed,  to  join  the  negroes,  who  had 
thus  far  failed  to  answer  the  requisitions  of  his  bugle. 
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He  found  Bennj  on  Hbe  alert --^  Peter  was  sooutiiig  with  the 

dog  Tiger. 

.    '*  He  vams/t  come  in/'  said  the  migor.    **  Thest  Mlews  will 

capture  him.*' 

''  Ncbber  fear  for  Little  Peter,  Mass  Willie ;  dem  Uaekgnard 
iiebber  guLae  catoh  'en/' 

.  ''  But  we  want  him.  here,  Benny.    We  shall  need-  him  and 
many  others,  I  fear.     That  rascal  Hell-fire  Dick  has^  got  eff/'  • 

"  Git  off!  Hell-fire  Dick  git  off!  How  he  git  off,  out  o'  dat 
hitch  I  put  on  'em  V*  demanded  the  negro  in  consternation. 

Briefiy,  Ae  major  told  the  story  of  the  good  services  of  Con 
garee  Polly. 

**Dat  gal  win  be  de  deat'ctf  me  yit!*'  cried  Benny  Bowlegs. 
"  And  wha  for  done  now  V 

**  Fall  back  and  protect  the  house.  We  may  look  for  an  at- 
tack fh)m  these  scoundrels.  It  is  evident  that  Dick  has  not  yet 
joined  them,  or  he  would  stop  their  trailing.  He  now  ^nows 
where  I  am.    He  knows  that  I  have  no  support.'^ 

"Wha'?  arid  whay's  Benny  Bowlegs?  Enty  he's  yer!" 
And  he  dropped  the  butt  of  the  shot-gun  of  his  master,  with 
which  he  had  armed  himself,  heavily  upon  the  ground,  with  the 
air  of  an  old  soldier  who  knew  his  strength.  "And  whay's 
Little  Peter  1  Little  Peter  guine  fight  like  de  debbil,  Willie 
Sinclair,  when  de  scratch  come  $" 

"I  hope  ,m*  Benny ;  so  we'll  have  Little  Peteds  in  as  seen  as 
possible."     And  he  prepared  to  sound  for  him. 

"  Le^  me  gee  'um  a  call.  Mass  Willie ;  Little  Pe^  coxpre- 
hen's  jny  wpsii;  fietter  dan  your'n." 

And  the  fellow  blew  three  peculiar  notes  on  his  bnHting-thom 
— an  instrument  with  which  all  southern  negroes  are  pretty 
familiar,  and  which  the  cowdriver  and  the  hog-wnder  employ 
as  much  as  the  deer-hunter.  Soon  they  heard  Pefasr's  n^oponse ; 
and  before  many  minutes  the  fellow  made  bis  appeiiraiice»  fol- 
lowed by  Tiger,  The  dog  was  llvelyt  keen,  wisd^,  and  imp»- 
tiei^t--"  eager,  apparently,  to  retraoe  hia  steps  to  Uie  wood?, 
where  still,  at  moments^  the  deep,  disttat  biO^ing  of  hie  own 
species  was  to  be  heard.  . 

;.v8ee  how  he  bristle  up!*'  said  Little  Petert  pointing  to  tM 
dog.  


NEW  CAUaW/Or  APmHENSION.  178 

BeIm7^  robbJAg  dawn. 'Ibo^d^g'd  IttiflUeft: 

Tlie  JNAJitr  rdid  not.  soem  to  boed  wiat  w«s.  wd.  Qe  mused 
A  wbUe^t^en  i;ePMHrkjid;*<<«   . 

''  Wt  hnire  Aeo. teoN^  fw  i>iff  w«apf us,  Bem^if  not  enopgh 
for  theee^ii^ws.". 
.   «<£M'i«Hi|^iimde»toQ,  suMiMit.'* 

<<I  kope  flel{  X  trust  we  ahAtt  baiFe  more  in  luiotber  hour. 
Meetttiie»  t»  mi^;>etyell  j^  gelher  up  a  deMa  ef  tke  field 
JUokii.    Tbe^  waLAfilt  Itt  a  pinoh.'' 

^  Some  o'  de«»  meneM.  Btii  it  iwet  be  a  h^rd  pfaieli>  %  <eU 
)re«.  Letine  otand  behind  BuUbead  Dftbe,  Slick  Sain«  and 
finabaoflb  lUrtiti»  mJ  I  mA*  fem  ^bt.<  £f  X^^  ^7  so,  I  km 
Mil'  oAa^d  bviag.np  (ree»  flebetli  fibe  /ob  de  hogrs*'' 

'*  Do  80 ;  send  Peter  at  once.    Where's  the  indige>^field>  tbift 

^  Jest  a  nUie  eAbadt  obdeeeOkineBt'' 

*^  Ik*»  Indst  iiine  fet  first  ot^ting,  Btrm^*' 
•    *«Two  week  effi  alt  fvdest^  nanmL    Ha!  joa  ain't  foiigit 
how  to  mek'  a  crop !" 

^  TbebaftdstariB  not  there  r 

"No,  sab !  dey're  working,  in  de  eora  jest  new;  and  dai's 
only  ttee'q«iiterB  eV  a  aiile.  Set  ti^  jtm.  Little  Peter^  and 
bring  np  BulUlMd.  Dabe,  and.  SHok  fteat,  a«d  Smtbnese  Maitfn ; 
taid^l#«'t7«Mi  ttiy  B^Ax^  'bouA  de  sawtiob  worit  we  bab  for. 'em; 
and  don't  yon  stop  for  talk  wid  any  ob  dem  woman*  Weiaan 
is  always  sure  for  sptte  de  sj^ovt.obstdger  gemplemaiis*  As  for 
yoo'gd,.Odbgavee'PoUyi  'iQenber  I  ew.e 'iann.a  Hokiag,  and 
ti';ym  no^'bebe  [bebi^ej  yeeimlf  decent  an'  ofdtolyt,  I  bab  for 
gee  am.  Wha'  you  tink,  tis  him  let  dat  d— d  poleealv  Debbil 
Diak,.  oni.^b  de  faitfeb  I.mek*" 

"*  Yon  no  tell  me  so^  Uncte  BeDAy !  I  Uck  *eia  xaeee!f  f'  ex^ 
aUieied  Little  Peter  iKdignaittly.  "Wha'  he  bab  for  da  wid 
Debbil  Dick]"  and  he  looked  fiereely  in^aisitiye ;  ekfed,  as  hA 
•aid  aft^towatd;  beitdt/^  seesy  like,  a  wild-ee4«" 

"  Nebb0r  mW  d^A"  qiioth  Bew»y».    "  Be  off  on  you  trottera. 
Lef  de  dog.    We's  maybe  want  "em  yer." 
o  (SSstr^  |^9r«iM«fr,I  {w>e :  vm^  mtfital^Qm  ^tbat  #i .  iNbkftiw»e,  di^ved 
fre^4iiit^^wtter>A'iabair#<^er^tl«r^ipka:i)^fj^^        foK^ldftn* 
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Utkiti-negiro,  BMltewd  Jhhfi  «nd  dlidi  Btm  ti«d  tlwirt  &pv 
thets  from  cbaracteristie  qvi^iei;  dDtlbli«Mi'MM'tin  ^f^  -^ 
tki^sli^  by  tlieitroaft  wmiemftM^oi  bte  feirtitr«%  mkb^  4he 
meanest  and  **  onnaterallest  leetle  btto  of  »M^"  aedordfai^  M 
Betitijrv«bat«\w4iMredtQ  «teifi«tU  fW>iiA«bt]0ifi1ake  of  4kee; 
a  sort  of  potty  islet  in  the  sea  of  Acheron.  Ooti^wreo  t^f 
was  so  named  in  contradistftMloti  4o  WMMMliMm  Folly ^^an- 
othor  ^^tnatt  oti  tlio  8«me  plitflatkm.  Tfa^  proAxM,  ib  ^both 
eH9^s«  ii«i%  didriv«d  fii^m  ^1^  pl«c^  «f  J^iHhu  We«wy«M 
that  it  was  no  uncommon  thiiig  t#  itfd  tba'MiUt^^tititflarly  <li»> 
4drib]&nAMk  by  the  ^ovAdiott  people^  Tiiot«  w«m  the  darantiah 
¥i7«3r  and  «ho  E^Hstb  t^am^  ^r  eicaitfptoj  the  8aiitiM  ui(| 
Aibipoo  «md  'Ediito  Bkiltpfeefars,  ^fiem ;  and,  iti  «E  tben  and 
many  other  initQuvcoSi  the  faikiili«0  wove  lbTfnd.ot»  ^pymiie  sidw 
Ih'tho'Witf, 

Little  Peter  was  off  in  a  moment  to  bring  up  his  reemiU; 
Meanwhile,  the  sonhda  of  <lh^  httit'ft'ofai  helow  roomed  t#  "ap- 
proach. The  bayii^g  otf  the.  boa|^08  oMildb^  H^«rd  dladdedy, 
ftiid  ihi^  orioB  of 'lM  hiiRAon  ehootfa^  thom  wir-Hr^re  now  dio- 
tinguisbed.  '  <     *' 

"  We  must  put  ourselves  under  oovvr,  and  in  rcMMUaoM.  We 
nurf  liav«  to  itoiid  a^  «•§«,  Benny.'' 

**  Gkd  t(e  yraiicMass  WilMo,  we  kin  all  fight  Hfca  de-dobhtl.'* 
Bmhky^  yod  wHLperettveo,  wmi  piously  inUhMdv 
''^  If  ^o  «An»  ko^p  them  off)  ibt  a  «higk>  koori.  'Benny,  w%  shdl 
iiik'n<i''odd«/* 
^«Wba' 3^011  ^fodtTndat«inglohonivnM»pssat'*'    - 
*f  Poyve  Bt.  JnM'ett,  'witb  a^Mnmipany  aH  tay  ^baHtidioA,  Bonny;*' 
« Ha )  1 1«^  to  hoar 'boiH  battttHm,    Baetal^onak  b«ttttr4na 
rigimonte." 

'*  Rather !  I  wish  these  scoundrott  to  %eite(^e*ii8v  B4nny/  artd 
would  hftv^tbem  «o«ie  on  wUh  cionl;doiice!^ 

■^  Da'k  *igta;^  feir  of  Cappin  Stw  Ji^ieii  la  lUcottfhi^,  daa  '#• 
kiib  de  kiackgCMU^abia  tMip^'^ 

'*  Exactly !  Th^to^  were  only  torn  of  tboM  last  vigllt,  InM 
^Mr#0  laay  t>o  mora  this  mottling*  I  snspeot  ^Mry  4iftire4>0en 
joined  by  others  of  the  ptsig^^  '  ^  " '     .-■•-• 

*^I^i«m^a44Mt«iort^  X)«n4o^9tti»d3i«i111ii%%otl»NroMkioa 
>it  ptcking,  Hbd  ttMtke,  woti't  noso  np  so  nany  of  my  ib«0]k^  ' 
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Bonny,  like  most  driven  on  it  pfontKtioti,  usuAlIy  8pok«  df  it, 
witb  «H  iti»  -diMrMlSy ««  h\g  o^:  So^  didcfassfng  the  prospect! 
belot«  tiHMiv  tins  t#o  took  tlieit  t^jf  to  the  li^iite,  the  do|:  f(^ 
lowing  them,  hat  with  some  reluctance. 

Here^'W^lte  SkiekSr  «iitde  fedl  IHs  dit^osfdone  for  deledce 
Bemrf  l)tf«u^lFi-4!^  requisition  o«rC«in  little  negroes,  W)iO  were 
set  t^  m$ach  ftioKi  'b«i»6l()^,  tr^e^:  and  kitchen.'  Oongarde  Pdty% 
ratber  i^  di^gttiee)  and  tf^WAf  hmnhled,  was  sent  up  to  the 
roof,  and  her  head,  looking  pilloried  and  tts*^  black  in  ^ 
fiie^  WkU  ilnni8t^h»otigii  ther  scutl^ ;  and,*with  watches  set,  and 
weapons  loaded/Willie  Sinclair  hade  the  cook  hring  in  the  din^ 
ne#  M  «!»  eotild^-^hiS'lli^Mf  rfi^'vHngliiviseif  qv  ^te  impat!^t  at 
tb^  f¥«lBffn(b  ef  hflptfng  faii  t^ast  lamb  Add  h«tted  irtitton,  txpM 
«irfoi«lr  l[0ipk>id«d  likriselft  biHerdone.  1%e  orders  o^  Lis  ^on  prot 
pitiated  him. 

'« A  eo<^  that  doeb  h^  dfshes  to  rags,  WIlHe,*'  r  :.oth  ke,  '*  is 
an  ^tnlissat^  «f  •  «die  d«vil.^ 

^' Aniophitoiiy^'  tispK^d  the  other,*  "fbr  Whteh  my  Wood  Oipr 
laiA  Peirgy  wouM  etnibrace  y^u,  sir,  across  the  table." 

«*Porgy  ~0.aptiiin  Porgy,  sir  ?  li  it  po«ilblei,  Willie  fiteclaiis 
that  your  miserable  service  -reqtiir^s  ymt  t4  associate  with  per- 
sona having  su«h  detestfible  nkmes?  W&yi  sir/ among  gentle 
mefi,  ePTsn  the  M>'Of  that  iMnme  >is  only  lield  ilt'lbr  negroes.'* 

**  Bh)  1  Miett^,  with  Shakspetv,  that  'a  rose  by  nny  other 
MuBiis  tMrauld  staell  AS  <»wtsel.' " 

**  Aad  I  «MkH  i>oHety)  in  any  ^h  doMriae;  Names  are  not 
only  littngs,  slr/bat  tkny  are  ifipiWieMtii  of  virtues.  €afl  a  rose 
a  radidi  Mild  ill  bites  this  bengwe.  And  that  any  t-esj^ectaUe 
tetVke-sbouM  aocioMt  a  leommlssitMi  lo  a  man  tiomed  Porgy  H 
absoialely  niontetroiis*" 

"  W0tr  »faV  tin  y^n  knoir  rvfy  ^cnd  B»gy.'^ 

•<  God  ^hil^  sin  tluit  I  e^br  sheidd:" 

^  When  you  d<»,'8tr-^as  I  lifa  na^  swok-nthat  yo«  ^htilt  kno# 
kim-^I  mill  wagei*  a  Avagon^lead  of  cdntineiitai*  m^ney  against 
a  Jitcobas,  'llmt7'<Mi  off^  htat  not  ^oirly  a  perpetual  seat  al  yo^ 
table,  btti  ^tka  entire:  anmagenieut  lof  yhtir  eook.  OapUiA 
IHmc^  Mi^lstlw  only  ^vit and  buffowi,  sit;  tiMft  I  0v«r  met,  or 
heard  of,  who  mMa^ntktfiijmi  wee  tii  fevget  thdilia^was  $A 


:And  tbe  p4Hy  sat  d^wo  It^^dMui^r. 

''  Nowft"  siiid  tibd  if^minr^*  if  ndidse  ttuio^lswitt  ^only  bold  off 
tU':  we  have  swdOoweid  dinsefi  I  shall  be  m  b^tliaiMnood  for  Ihe 
conflict.** 

«'  Thought  Jike  an  jBttgU^nimi  V  mid,  the  major  of-  dragoons. 

And  how  ahoidd  i  thi^  but  ad  Asi  EngUahuMH^  and  wbaca 

do  you  think  the  Am^ki^tiop  a^yotherxwae,  wotdd  Ihiak  dif 

ibirently  ?    Torr  raacally  Fjredch  Miw  Ikre  nolrio  be  ^dod  at 

all  in  sm^h  taatters.'^  .  •     i 

And  jet-tlieyave  held  to-be  peif eH  maalen  Ui  enidi  vat* 

<"  Ayi  8ic«  as  Qoofc8»  i9  dFeaa  and  pv«i|Mre  tbe4>od»  skt  hot  sot 
to  ^t  it<  Give  tbem  what  .credit  yo«  |>lMi^  Mtcoohu  -bot  tbe 
gra<:e»  t<<te,  and  geneml^  abttity^  with  wbiob  «|p  ffngtiahman 
eats,  is  unequalled,  sir,  by  any  people." 

«'  Tke  subject  \$^m  ^  endless ' ntmifieaiiotisi  air,  and  wonld 
require  for  its  discussion  more  practical  ^xpevikm^  tbaa^  I  have 
yet  rhad  :n  such  mettere;  b«t  we  onay  sttfely  Mntme^ I  l(uiik» 
that  a  peopb  who  knew  eo  weljl-  hew  to  Hrepiaire.the  dirile««  ia 
hardly  waUtin^  in  the  ahility^to  do  them  proper  j«atice«" 

<<  Well,  shr^  ia  tlkat  nMtton  to  your  likii^  V* 

*<£i:aotly»sir$  and  you  see  I  am  {ffovibg  my  abililiy  aftar 
our  peer  Amearicim  faahi<)n.  In  9espe«l»  hewevec.  tath^eiiMst 
wlueh  a  good  dinn«^  mol  •  otinted^  baa  vlptut  the  fitting 'man, 
you  should  hear  my  friend  Porgy.  He/eayStilhataiii'AflMiMaja 
aheuld  never  be  feveed  itito'  batde  with  a'ftdl  eloaaach.  Be  ad- 
mits the  Britid)  te  be  dJfeMntly  oe»8litaied*  belt  tynkft  tb*t» 
eyen  with  tlieai^  the  a^etite-ab^eid  never  be  Mlj^padfiiid  b^ 
fi>re  .fighting.  With  all  oMfte^heH^^^rOj^iikm  tiMllie  belter 
course  is  to  put  the  dinner  4)eft»Vexhom-i-^a'^(Oiod!ohe<*^aa  good 
and  tempting  as' poaaifele--'iet  ihem  aee  it, -tUl* their ^ei^ 'be- 
come fascinated — nay,  let  them,  taate  it»  but  oidjr  Msle-^and 
ihen«  let  tbe  drums  beat  attd  the*'  biaglea  semid  to  qt£*Hers. 
fioldiersir  thus'  tantaiited*  he  $aBert«  to  be  the  »olt  dafttgefone 
i>«8tomera  bi  the  wqrW-^absotately  welfiah-^wbo  wfll  tkea 
tear  and  rend  their  foes»  haying  no  fear ;  eaeJi  men  having,  aa 
it  were,  a  petsowd  feeling  ef  revenge  ta/grati^,.at  if  r^bed 
hy  i^  en^my  PJi  •tbejchoiocMit  kieasiog  of  kitJifiift'!- i 

'*  He-'s  no  fool,  that  fish  !    There's  8en«iiMbthfi»fotiell4rr 
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^ They  fceB  m  good  gtory;"  coatuwwwl  the tiwjor,  "of  die  mode 
wMcfa  be  employed  to  caAvwtt  a  tfanki  Mlow  into  »  deq>erado. 
Just  before  the  beginning  of  onr  Revolution—" 
•  "  Rebellion,  su-." 

**  Well»  «tr«  rdwUion  bo  it  I  I  cure  vety  litde  now,  fbr  the 
cBatiactMMi/' 

TIm  iekh&t  gro<wM,  and  pnuihed  tbe  Medeim  townsd  the  »on. 

"Ddnkt  ekf  and  imbibe  more  6e«oible  uotioiie  at  once  oi 
aamea  and  thimgs." 

^'LoBg  hStf  and  a  good  mpftftiim  An  all  good  tbings,  sir,  to 
the  end  of  the  chi^ter  t    Oanie»  my  dear,  ^'ot  your  lipcr  ^rith* 

'"  WeU,  snr,  to  yow  ttory." 

'*  Focgy,  air,  who,  belbre  the  war,  was  a  riee*planter  on  the 
Ashepoo,  a  6m  vivamt,  and  fiurt  lirer,  though  a  great  reader, 
and  phtloaophieid  bamorkt,  waa  employed  by  one  of  the  Fen- 
wiekea  to  mawer  for  hiaa  ao  a  friend,  in  an  interview  with  a  gen- 
Ueouui  who  beve  tbe  ehaUenge  of  one  Major  Pritchard.  Porgy 
would  have  declined,  as  Fenwidce  was  anpposed  to  be  eonatitn- 
tionally  tindd ;  b«t  the  young  ^lerw  appealed  to  him  with  a 
good  deal  of  pathos.  He  was,  in  fiict,  almost  friendless  on  the 
oeeaaion;  had  quarrelled  with  bis  £saiily  and  aesocintcg,  and 
waa  miber  In  Ooventry,  ia  consequence  of  some  gaming  tmiis- 
actions  Porgy's  good  nature  made  him  yield ;  but  he  feU  the 
awkwavdness  of  gohig  omt  with  a  person  who  might  show  the 
wbito  feather.  How  was  be  to  pveffent  sadi  a  discreditable 
eaJiibitioA  9  As  I  have  sajdy  Posgy  is^sometking  of  a  pliiloio- 
pber*  and  entertaina  peculiar  notions  of  thecffsct  of  fiiod,  and 
the  various  sorts  of  it,  npon  the  moral  as  well  as  physical 
nature.  Red  pepper,  for  example,  he  avers  to  be  an  article, 
which,  taken  in  quantity,  will  irritate  the  temper,  but  lessen 
the  nerve.  Ue  has  similar  Opinions  of  other  condiments,  spices, 
and  even  drinkSf  in  lesseniog  the  courage.^  Whiskey,  he  holds 
to  be  decidedly  hurtful  to  vafer ;~'' 

"  6ad»  tiiero's  something  reasonaUe  in  the  fdlow's  philosophy 
I  have  that  noticm  nyseHl'* 

"  lie  si^sthai  whmi  our  militia^vien  nui^««>" 

"  As  they  are  mettstrosis  apt  to  do  T' 

"  U  iadm-teiidiefMi  that  they  drink  whiskey,  and  not  Jamai 
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eil»  which  be  valuea  iimcb.nev«  Jtt  «  good  mend  ftimiihuL  But. 
lifco  yoii»  iixu  ho  hue  a  better  tkbit  is  Madeira  tfaaa  is  maj  odwr 
known  beverage/' 

"  I  fancy  I  shall  like  that  fellow,  Porgy." 

**  YoM  wkll>  air ;  bttt  to  my  story.  Tho  anrngemeiits  aii^e 
for  tlie  affair  between  Fenwicke  and  Pritchard,  the  tanpe  -bmi, 
aad  all  adjusted,  Poi^gytottkltMpnnoipal  hMnoto  kia  home  the 
moruiiig  befave  the  affiuff  wm  to  ftoke  place.  Thia»  he  did, 
under  the  pretext  of  avoiding  the  sheriffs  ofiocrt.  He  kept 
him  loc^Lod  up  in  an  «ppor  dMuahor,  and  ki^  hi»  to  hiinietf  for 
tw^ve  hoiurs,  on  a.  dender  «ipp2y  of  biasnit  and  Madeira. 
Before  noon  the  supply  was  exhausted,  and  the  housekeeper 
had  no  keys,  and  but  three  cold-boiled  Irish  potatoea-^vfaidi 
Porgy  esieemB  fine  food  £ar  soldieM-^weDe  ie  he  found  fm  an 
opea  cupboard*  These  f  enwieke  devovred  widiont  aeh  or 
butter.  At  nudui^ht.  Porgy  eiade  hia  appearance  and  made  a 
thousand  apolc^ies.  Fenwicke  was  eompielled  to  look  aatiafied ; 
but  when  ho  asked  for  stq>pev,  there  was  no  Batiafoetery  anawer. 
Porgy  pkaded  some  suigidar  ditappointiiienta  in  kis  anppliee. 
But  he  got  out  fireah  bbcmt  and  over  a  bottle  of  Madeira,  he 
suceoedod  in  putting  Fenwicke  into  tolerable  humor.  Tbey 
retired  and  bo^i  slept  kte ;  bol  desoendsd  finally  to  an  admiwi" 
blc  breakfaat  in  whioh  everything  that  oonkl  exeite  appelile 
waa  di^ikyed.  ^enwieke's  eyes  ^iatened.  fie  rmbbed  hia 
liamU.  He  was  aa  kungzy,  by  this  time,  as  a  dragoon's  kocae 
on  a  long  scouts  He  .sat  down,  but  was  allowed  to  awallow  mAy 
two  or  throe  mouthBdai  when  Porgy  palled  oat  his  watch  and 
started  up  ki  alarm.  *  Gbod  Heavens,  Mr.  Fenwioke*'  aaid  ke» 
'  we  shall  be  too  late  unless  we  go  at  A  gallop.  It  is  wttfaa 
fovty  miiintos  of  the  time,  and  we  haw  three  miles  to  got  to 
the  place  of  jneettng.'  Fenwioko  looked  at  him  lilbe  a  hyena. 
'  Heavens;  air,  I  am  famished !'  *  Never  mind,*  quoth  Pergy, 
'  we  shall  only  hove  a  better  appetite  after  the  atifiiar  is  over. 
Everything  shall  be  kept  warm.  See  to  it,  Tom— on  ynur  iifo* 
see  to  it !'  he  cried  to  kis  cook-*^a  famous  fidlow,  by  the  way, 
sir,  the  best  cook  in  the  army  —  and  thna  speakmg,  he  hmrcied 
Fenwicke  off  to  the  horses  which  had  previously  bee»  got  in 
readiness.  They  had  scarcely  mounted  when  Pergy  called  for 
a  bofttlo  of  porter  which  he  divided  between  himself  and  his 
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^This'inll  ataj  pitr  fltoatoidi*  8u\?'  lie  sM,  «nd 
tkin  irs0  M  fas  ailsw^  ItiiB^  esDoept  il  n^lo  hiieuii*  which 
¥mwi6kB  iiafaSked  njp  frpm  ibe  inhW 

*"  B«t  %'hy  Ae  |»ort^,  abl"' 

"  To  produce  a  more  morbid  coitdiliiii  of  the  9it$mmth.  To 
diffcri  Hm  fapphrewiote  ••  iriarifc  jw^  pearfble  frofa  the  baam.  Slich 
was  his  theory  at  least.  His  philosophy  is  a  curious  ODa»  and 
WipHista  greedy  upon  tiie  insfertant  uaa^  of  :povtar.  in  Ae  case 
of  nervous  men,  with  an  active  imagination." 

"*  Well,  aif »  what  was  the  ttmh  t" 

^  Why,  that  Fenwicke  was  silSeietttly  wa^r  oft  the  gdlop, 
te  ^maarel  wHk  Ua  aeoond,  goaded*  it  oHgr  he,  by  the  provoca- 
ftkre  sort  of  eonyeraation  in  which  Poi^  indidged  by  the  way. 
Ho  ieaohed  the  groimd  in  this  h«nior,  wias  kipationi  of  aU 
ooatroi,  in-patient  for  the  fight— came  tip  to  the  ring  in  hand* 
Mtna  style,  vashed  deapeaately  in  i^»on  hia  antagonist,  got  a 
ioA  womd  on  breast  and  ann,  bot  aaoceeded  in  ntnning 
Ptilehard  tiirongh  ihe  body/' 

Carrie  Sinclair  shuddorod  as  she  said  ^^ 

^  But  he  did  not  kUl  kirn,  Willie  r 

"On  the  spot!  Yet,  the  moment  the  deed  was  done*  ha 
aeiirly  fainted,  and  could  scarcely  raowtt  his  horae.  He  stag- 
gered off  Bke  one  mortally  hurt  himself.'' 

*♦  The  fellow  was  no  coward,'*  said  the  old  man,  **  oaly  ten* 
derhoarted." 

^  Porgy  asserts  that  no  Hia»  is  abaohitely  a  coward  or  abao* 
lately  bravo;  that  all  depends  on  training;  tliM  we  ave  all, 
mote  or  lefla,  th^  oreaturea  of  eirewaMtanee ;  and  that,  in  par- 
tkaiiar  oonditioaaof  mind*  or  body,  or  aitaatiou,  we  arc  auda* 
ciouti  or  tiaaid;-^that errovy  man,  Ae  most  braac,  has  timmeoits 
of  fear,*  and  that  the  most  timid^  imdor  particular  training,  or 
accidental  influeticee,  will  show  the  moat  audacioua  valor ;  that 
the  atomaeh  has  iMro  to  do  with  it  than  the  bmiii  or  lieart ; 
and  that  ibt  greatesif'  secret  in  the  trainmg  of  the  soldier,  is 
piroper  laod,  of  the  proper  kind,  ai  the  proper  tine,  and  prop* 
erly  cooked.  He  professes  to  believe  that  his  cook  Tom  haa 
isae  mote  towatd  tsad&ig  his  aMU  how  to  fightt  than  all  the 
training  of  all  the  officers." 

«  9ku  mm  tttU«quanUy  lb«  opioion  df  Hap^eM  MHi  W6lUrtgU>a 
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^  I  «bftll  lilbo  tlmt  Mimr  Porgjt  I  ftnej.  Y<m  mmy  bnug 
him  hev6,  Willie*  lAiauM  a;  dbmoe  offen  as  Mon  as  joar  insn 
rection  is  over.  Bat  I  do  ncft  believe  in  aU  Mr.  Poigy'e  doe- 
trines.  For  my  part,  I  may  safely  say  that  I  nearer  knew  tiie 
sentiment  «f 'fear  hi  my  life.'' 

1^0  major  laughed  •^ikensaddealy  ezclainied,  as  tf  in  eo&> 
stematioits*^ 

'^Tako  care»  Lottie,  yon  are  idlMmt  to  tread  on  pi^P^'i 
foot !" 

The  old  man  screamed — throwing  np  both  hands:-— 

"  For  G«d*B  sake,  my  chad !" 

The  chM  had  never  moved^^was  sitthig  qnedy^t  die  table 
•-^not  near  the  gonty  member  f  8neh  wae  die  power  of  the 
imagiuationi  that  die  old  man  had  never  exercised  a  sinf^ 
senso,  before  he  screamed.  The  major  of  dragoona  langlied 
merrily.  The  veteran  was  fairly  canght.  He  stormed  ont  at 
die  commentary  upon  his  confident  self-applanse,  whidi  was 
the  natural  result  of  the  apprehensions  which  eenld  so  eacily 
be  awakened,  and  so  ^completely  revealed. 

"  Zounds,  sir !  Do  you  make  me  a  snliject  of  yoitr  merri- 
mentr 

But  the  laughter  ot'  the  son,  and  even  of  the  giris,  conild  net 
be  suppressed;  and,  in  a  moment  after,  the  veteran  himself 
joined  in  it. 

"Ah !  Willie,  wo  arc  but  poor  devils,  the  best  of  us,  wUh  all 
our  pretension  !•  Pass  the  bottle,  air ;  the  goat  wiU  mi^e  any 
man  a  coward !"  '^ 

At  diis  moment  the  sonods  of  a  horn  were  heard  within  the 
enclosure,  and  dongaree  Polly  made  her  i^pNsaiance,  to  r^»ert» 
that  the  famous  Pete  Blodgit  was  ad^-aneing  &om  the  foot  of 
the  garden,  bearing  a  white  flag. 

"  The  seeimdrel  f     Shoot  hun  down,  Willie." 

**  No,  sir,  it  would  only  be  a  bullet  wasted  upon  a  bnmaid 
Let  us  see  what  tlte  fdlow  has  to  report,  and  to  demand.  Our 
policy  is  to  gain  time.  We  want  bnt  an  ho«r,  if  thai!  Bot 
one  hour!" 

Thus  speakiag^  be  rose  fron  the  tahfo,  and  prepared  for  tke 
reception  of  the  embassador. 

'*  What  is  'that  hour  te  bring  ibrth !     Why  Aoea  he  any  an 
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koiir?"  muttered  the  old  man.    His  self  qnery  fiad  snddenlj 
set  him  to  think. 

"Yes,"  said  he  solemnly.  "Oh!  God,  what  maj  not  an 
honr  bring  forth  !"  and  he  caught  up  his  pistols,  and  bade 
them  wheel  him  to  the  window  which  he  had  undertaken  to 
defend. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

THE   FIRST  SHOT. 

Pbtbk  Blodoit,  flag-bearer  from  the  enemj,  was  welcomed 
at  the  entrance  of  the  dwelling  by  Benny  Bowlegs.  He  was 
made  to  dismount  and  enter  the  house  by  the  veteran  negro, 
much  against  his  will.  His  demand  was  that  some  member  ci 
the  household  should  come  out  to  him ;  but  Benny  at  once  re- 
pudiated the  suggestion  with  disgust. 

"  Wha'  you  talk  'bout,  Pete  Blodgit !  You  'speck  gemple- 
mans  to  come  out  yer  and  'tan  'pon  he  legs  to  talk  ^id  you,  and 
you  poor  buckrah  a  setting  on  you  critter  all  de  time  f  Lord 
ha'  massy,  I  tell  maussa,  de  kumel,  sich  a  t'ing,  he  come  out 
wid  de  horsewhip.  Git  you  down  from  you  critter,  Pete 
Blodgit,  and  'tretch  you  legs  in  de  passage  teU  maussa  is  ready 
to  say — 'Show  de  fellow  in !' " 

Like  the  servants  of  most  of  the  lordly  planters  of  that  day, 
Benny  Bow'egs  had  but  small  esteem  for  the  class  whom  he 
described  as  '*  poor  buckrah."  For  Pete  Blodgit,  as  a  sample 
of  this  class  in  particular,  his  disgust  and  contempt  was  with- 
out limit 

'*  Hitch  you' critter  to  de  tree,  Pete  Blodgit,  and  walk  in. 
Walk  iighti  you  ye'r,  and  not  heabby,  wid  dem  cow  ledder 
8l)oe8  o'  youni,  for  de  kumel  likes  a  pnsson  to  walk  aceordin' 
to  he  character.  Ef  you  walk  heaby,  he  say — *  Can't  be  dat 
Pete  Blodgit  hab  de  imperdence  to  walk  into  my  house  as  ef 
lie  been  somebody !'  " 

Pete  was  not  the  man  to  resen^  the  scornful  counsel  ^us  re- 
ceived, though  he  was  not  so  obtuse  as  not  to  feel  it  He  knew 
the  sort  of  person  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  and  his  f^mn 
nerved  to  subdue  his  resentment  He  obeyed  implicitly— > 
hitched  his  horse  to  the  tree — the  negro  offering  no  aiaistaiiot 


— «nd«tt¥^r  Bf^i^nj*^  /^ihm^  waSf  ijvidbBd  into  the  bii«o»«nt 
pasjage — not  suffered  to  ascend  into  t)%e  portion  of  tlie  build- 
ing which  the  family  occupied.-  Hei^e,  after  a  few  Haintitoa'  de- 
lay, he  waa  GOii£ro«ted,  .tg  bi^  i^reat  sucprise,  by  t^e  nugo^  of 
dragoons. 

He  thnpt  put  ki&  flug-^a  t^gg^  ban4kei^c)iiaf  {astcned  to  a 
hickory  rod — at  the  approach  of  Willie  Sinclair,  hatf  doubting 
all  tlie  vrkile,  th9i  it  would  quiter  suffice  for  iiis  prot%^tioik  But 
the  tonos  of  llie  imy4)r*s  vaice  reassured  liinv 

"  Weill  Blodgit^  wjmt  hav«  you  got  there  l" 

"  A  flag.  mfijiOT.  It's  for  wy  purtcfiiqi|,.yiQ^  kn^j  #ft  I'm  a 
a  bearer  of  ^es|ui|^h^" 

'*Ahi  yon  are  ^ing  in  tha  wgvldl  Wellyftoin  whom  da 
you  bear  despatches!" 

"  VxQxn  tl»o  Bfiw  ^i^t's  ^)  the  wQods,  i^ajor." 

"  And  who  are  they  1" 

*'  Well,  thar's  a  dozen  on  'cm  quite.  You'U  find  their  mnaes 
aU  to  this  dockjmeni." 

"Yes,  but  who  do  they  represent t  Is  it  p  body  of  t}>c  mili-, 
taiyr 

"  Tes,  I  reckon.    They  says  so.    They've  got  wp'pous." 

"Are  they  British  or, American? j  Pete?    Uflfdw; which  Sb^V* 

Blodgit  had  not  been  duly  tutored  on  thii^  b^ad-  Q^  wa^  a- 
little  disquieted  by  the  query;  bnt  a  r^pid  thoagbt*  ivhich 
taught  him  that,  as  Americans,  the  party  would  scarcely  dare  to 
question  Major  Sinclair,  instantly  suggested  the  propriety  of 
repealing  them  oa  the  other  side^ 

"  Wi^ll,  w^or,  I  reckon  they're  sodgcrs  of  the  king^'* 

"  So !,  As^  yoiiy  t^n,  have  beconie  a  soldierof  tW  king, 
PeteBlodgiif 

"  Lord  presarye  me,  major,  no !  I  ain't  no  sodger  no  how, 
but  a  man  of  peace,  and  a  lame  pusion  te  boot*.  Bilt  they 
forced  me  to  come,  miyor,  when  I  did^i't  want  to,  and  they 
fliwore  a  most  furrocious  oath  that  ef  I  didn't  they'd  take  my. 
ears  off.  So  that's  the  how  and  the  why  that  you  sees  me 
hyar." 

The  miylor  readily  received  this  statement  as  probable. 

"  Well»  air„  and  to  whom  are  ypur  despatches  ad4res6ad  V' 

^'  Wdl*  I  T^^dM^  to  the  kujm^t  sir,^your  father." 
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^How  tSLtt  ihAt  be  tf  tttey  ttreaoldters  of  the  kingl  M) 
father  is  A  byallftt  you  kttoi^." 

**  All !  but  they  says  he  ainH." 

"  Bricffly,  Pete  Blodgit,  these  fellows  are  outlaws,  andfigbton 
their  own  hook." 

•*  Well,  migar,  I  reckon  that^e  pretty  iiigb  the  taal  truth  in 
the  matter.^ 

Sindnir  was  not  the  inan  to  waste  tinte  in  idle  distinctioitt, 
regarding  such  rapscallions  a^  were  repi^eflented  by  Pete  Blodgit 
He  knew  quite  as  well  as  that  wcirtliy,  the  character  of  the  sort 
of  people  WHh^boiki  ho  dealt;  bnt  his  object  in  tlie  dialogue 
was  to  gain  time.  Hence  his  questions  and  remarks  hitlrarto. 
But  be  had  another  object  When  he  asked  the  names  ami  number 
of  the  party  in  the  woods. 

**1  reckon,  major,  there^s  nigh  on  to  thirteen  piersons  on 
horseback." 

**  Not  counting  yourself  f*    • 

"Oh!  Lord,  yes,  sir.  I  aint  to  be  counted  a* all.  TTiey 
makes  me  do  what  I'm  a-doing." 

"  I  can  well  believe  it,  my  poor  Pete.  And  now,  my  good 
fellow,  for  their  n*mes.V 

"Oh !'  I  don't  know  'em  all,  only  some,  but  you'll  read  their 
names  on%he  dockyment." 

"Ah  I  did  they  all  sign r 
^"  Yes,  they  dM.'» 

"  Let  me  see  the  paper." 

The  bearer  of  despatches  produced  a  dirty  half  dheotof  that 
brown  w\r^  paper,  which,  in  sheets  of  enormous  sisse,  was  of 
most  common  use  in  those  periods,  atid  the  major  rcUid  as 
follows : — 

"  To  Kulrnel  Sfaikeler  3 
"  These,  old  Sinkeler,  are  to  signify  that  ef  you  don*t  surrender 
up  our  ftiend  and  brother  officer  and  sodger,  Leftenant  Joel 
Amirews  sometimes  called  '  Hell-fire  Dick,'  of  his  royal  ma 
jesty's  regiment  of  loyal  rangers,  third  company  of  foragei^. 
we'll  have  your  heart's  blood  out  of  your  body,  and  thar  riiaat 
be  sit^ck  or  stone  standing  of  your  big  houde  after  wo>o  |;one 
through  it    Th^se  is  to  say  to  you  tliat  you  must  giVe  IdiiA  up 
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Id  tlie  hyrrw^.of  di^tohei,  in  hale  am  hoovJAaf  yon  reftd« '««»« 
<»  7011  may  expeek  tbe  eternal  yenge»OGe  of  iJl  eongairned. 
[Signed]  **  Sam  Brydonb  [Skin^he-Serpaul 

««  Bafb  Bbonsozi  [/Ae  I¥ailer]. 

**  Job  Bb8t. 

««  Zmcb  Booe^. 

^  Jack  Hallibav. 

««B«N/.  Nblbom.*' 

Major  Sinclair  smiled  quiedy  aa  he  retd  tbe  preeieoi.epiMle 

**  AmA  you  say,  Blodgift,  tfant  there  are  thixteea  of  4he«e  natsls 
in  ike  irpoda?" 

«« Th«r's  the  aames*" 

'<  Soowidrel  i  Do  yoa  date  to  lie  to  nie>  when  I  knoir  that 
there  are  but  seven  dT  them'^aU  told."  <        ^ 

<'Lord  U^ss  jm,  miOor„.kAt  tk^s  thi«to«ai  aa  Vm  a  mortal 
sinner." 

*'  Didn't  you  teU  me  th»t  all  fl%ni^  Heee  bm  only  fleren 
BamesL" 

**  AH  that  oonld  sign,  m$j(xt*    Sowe  kabiti  ^te«" 

The  lia  waffptompt  eviongfa ;  bnt  Sificlair  knew  that  allcibch 
wonld  have  surely  made  their  marks^  the  Qt|ect  of  the  writers 
heingto  impress  the  garrison  wiibh  tkair  strength  and  numbers 

"  Back  to  your  fellows,  and  t^  them>  from  me»  that  we  are 
r«ady  for  them  'wece.  they  twice  their  nwaber;  and  d«/you» 
BUdg»ti  thitnk  yowr  9tMrs  that  K  do  aot  hate^you  bang  up-  to  a 
tfwiaging  limb  iw  biinf^g  me  such  an  hnpettulent  paper." 

"  Lord,  major,  I  couldn't  help  myself." 

'•  I  believe  4hat ;  ssdd  dsd  I  wi  so  believeT*did  I  think  you 
eame  willingly,!  should  hang  you  up  in  five  minutes.  Be  ofi 
now  while  youi-  skin  is  whole." 

•^  Bnt^  major«  they're  niost  ni%hfy  detanoinate  persons —-all  on 
'em— migh^  iilrroeioufi,  and  they've  got  rifles  and  muskets» 
and  three  mighty  foitocious  dogs — you  kaint  stand  up  agin* 
'em»  with  ofedy  one  poor  rifle  and  ddtible  barrel,  and  they'll  noi 
let  you  gitf  |q  cUse  ^mirtMi/' 

Sinskur  was  pl^AS^d  that  Blodgit  noted  his  armory.  The 
mMip^m  had  beidQ  sUddiously  put  ia  ioghi^.alk  at  least»  thB( 


1M  TWB  FMAYBiB. 

nt  Bii^^eeiyeJI  li« «ho«kl  sm.  He  tmdiNA  at  the  epoeeh  ^ 
the  6^er-^«tnikd  MorvftiU^'— ^and  exteMMn^  4il9  «r«B,  he 
said:^-*- 

**  Be  oC  Master  Bloflgit;  and  if  Jroall  take  my  counsel  joull 
take  the  baek  track  as  soon  as  thesti  rascals  shall  come  on.  You 
have  no  taste  for  figkftbif^  I  know^^nd  thei-e  are  too  many  of 
them  to  suffer  you  to  liiaDe  any  of  the  plunder  should  they  suc- 
ceed. Tour  share  of  the  game  wiHTbe  its  dangers  only.  Do  not 
suffer  me  to  draw  bead  ^r  bladeii^n  you — off,  and  say  to  those 
who  sent  you,  that  we  shall  welcome  them  with  wagon-whipe  if 
^keef  vetttote  «ddibi  l^ese  grounds^"' 

Bk>dgitv  with  a  oribging  butftiH^  hoWed  Unself  e«^  and 
under  Benny's  escort  mounted  his  nag  and  departed,  the  fl}ieed 
of  his  horse  being  accelerated  by  a  smart  appticat&om  of  a^ 
hkkory»  which  Benny  Bowlegs  carried  in  hk  huid,  rery  touch 
as  a  field-marshal  carries  baton  «rtruM^heon< 

*« I>e  tneaa  sen ^H  skubkl  Amd  whaf  iair^  ft#  -d^  now. 
Mass  Major." 

^  fiilMtv  Benny  I    Have  you  got  ik^  hoys  below  1*^ 

"All  dere,  sir,  in  de  berry  room  wha*  DebbO  Diok  MC 
Dere's  Bull-Head  Di^y,  and  Sliek  Bma^  and  Snnb^lifose  Martin, 
and  OttSfeR*  Fogle,  and  Bsfney  de  fiddler,  and  two»  itfee  tnere." 

^  WiM  they  fight,  Benny  f 

^  £f  yon  onljr  le*  *ein  ^see  yo«i  and  yer  yon,  jest  ^hen*  de  -tliae 
eeeie  fot  faloek  ahont,  den  be'U  fight.** 

<*We'll  keep  iJImwi  then»  for  close  qaarlersl  W«  have  «m 
guA)  St  leaet/for  eaeh  quaiter  of  the  hem^  ind  ptMls  ftr  hdtf- 
a-dozen  mctoi  Let  nK  now  to  our  pr^fMiMtttotiB,  fiennyi  Ctfl 
up  Little  Peter." 

Benny  dt8«pf>earedi  and  WWih  6inel»iri  mtfttetfaig  m  he 
went! — 

"  We  must  seem  to  consult  the  old  knan,  at  all  ereMs,"  taok 
his  wa]r  toward  tlie  apartment  wiiere  the  veteran  was  keeping 
watch  at  the  window  he  had  undertaken  to  ditfend.  Here>  a 
brief  oenferenee  ensued  between  the  twoiln  wMoh  the  sen  aiade 
a  fbll  report  of  what  had  tdken  plaoe  between  himnelf  attd  BM- 
git,  showed  the  insolent  despatch  whiehhehadhroo^ht^iitlSMd 
pattently  to  ^e  fieree  e«tby«ak  of  the  old  fteOHafat  m  he  t^mi 
the  ^ddeameM,  andthta  patiently  bt^oitgbt  hirahack-M  iihea«b- 
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joct  of  tbe  pvopoMt  M^nce.  In  doing  ihis^  our  young  mAJor 
wliora  tke  war  hud  made  a  p<  litidUin  as  woll  as  partisai),  adroidy 
insimiated  into  the  old  man's  imnd  all  the  plans  whtek  ke  iiad 
kimMlf  framed,  lor  tbe  eneoont^  wHh  tlio  inarai^dei*ft.  Tlie 
veteran  was  easily  imposed  mpOn,  and  i^  son  hsh  tiim  at  bis 
post  wbfle  he  arranged  the  defence  oi  the  iionee.  The  negroes 
were  each  planted  at  his  post,  arms  assigned  tliom  fmr  Mose 
qtiarters  wheve  they  were  not  known  to  be  good  sltots— and 
^v  negroes  aro  good  shots -^  and  this  done,  and  Benny  Bowlegs 
and  Lklle  INater,  and  another  fellow,  being  anned  with  fowling 
pieces  or  rifles,  Willie  Sindnir  harried  up  to  the  chamber  fbr  a 
conference  with  his  sisters. 

Tho  upper  moms  of  the  facwts^  coi^manded  an  extensh^e  view  of 
the  whole  scene  of  operations*  broken  only  by  occasional  chunps 
of  wood,  and  masses  of  forest.  Before  it  strotched  the  avenue, 
a  noble  colonnade  of  oaks  and  cedars  ^^  on  the  right  an  open 
Md  wbieh  bud  been  planted  in  Wheat,  bnt  winch  was  now  bare, 
wish  here  and  tiiere  a  phie  sapHng  gron-ing,  three  or  fbur  years 
old.  On  Ike  Mt  of  the  av^ue  was  the  wood  throngh  which 
««Debkil  Dickr*had  aluMtdy  nad^  his  wjtiy,  seeking  a  sur^r 
eoveir  in  ^e  tickets  on  Uie  c^posito  side  of  tke  puUie  road. 
launedhrtely  arotuid  the  dw«Mhig  there  was  an  open  area  of 
lam  than  twenty  acres,  tbe  spaoo  t/vAf  intoitupted  bjr  kitchen 
and  ont^hoases.  Below,  a«d  between  tke  honse  and  the  woods 
wliexis  tke  outlaws  were  now  harbored,  was  the  garden  contain- 
ing some  throe  acres,  and  near  this,  in  (ket  iidjoining,  was  tke 
poetry  regiM' — ^a  spot  which,  at  another  time,  n^ght  have 
been  sofficiently  attractive  to  our  ontkws.  •  Bnt  for  the  ambi- 
tions ideas  of  Dkk  of  Topbot,  the  outlaws  woold  probably  have 
been  ^nite  content  wiUi  A  general  ileaniug  of  the  henroosts. 

Bnt  to  note  idl  these  parts  of  the  enclosure  required  that  tke 
four  rooms  of  the  npper  story  should  all  be  occupied  with  vi^ant 
wallers.  In  eack,  aecordiugiy ,  a  negro  or  two,  male  or  female, 
zras  assigned  a  station.  To  thebe,  no  arms  were  given.  The 
weapons,  whether  at  close  quarters  or  long  shot,  being  more 
aviiiakle  ftrom  below,  in  the  second  story.  The  hand  to  hand 
conflict  could  only  take  place  below,  in  or  around  the  basement, 
er  iipoH  the  outer  itops  ctf  the  dwelling.  The  doors  opening 
upon  them  were  now  closed,  anj  a  eonple  of  sturdy  negroes  as- 
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signed  to  oacb.  For  a  olose  atrugglo  ti%e  wospmis  were  ample 
Against  60  limali  i^  for^&as  threatened.  In  addition  to  swords 
and  pistola,  there  wore  knrv^es— ^ever j  negro  earrios  likown, 
adeqijAte  to  slauglitering  a  tteeror  hog,  or  slitting  the  weaouid 
of  a  buek;-— there  ivere  batehete.and  ekibs  cf  hiokecx,  and 
even  tongs  and  poker  ware  put  in  coAvenieut  places*  read/  for 
the  liand-to*hand  eoofliipt 

"  I  have  no  notion  thai  theoe  things  will  be  reqoired,  Carrie," 
said  Willie  Sinclair^  "  for  I  hardly  think  that  these  niffian»  will 
be  bold  enough  to  make  an  assault  now  that .  they  know  I  am 
liere*  Still,  they  are  desperate  men>  and  the  thing  is  poevble 
—  particularly  if  they  have  been  drinking.  As  yet,  too*  their 
chief  le^r,  Devil  Dick,  ha^  not  aip^peared  among  them,  aiii  the 
belief  t.h/it  be  is  still  here  .smd,  in  custody,  may  work  them  op 
to  some  apdaoious  altempts,  3ut  I  rather  thiiik  that  tibey  will 
confine  themselves  to  long  shots,  and  all  of  them,  U  is  probable, 
carry  rifles*  Thi%  requires  that  yov^  ahovHA  ketefi^  y^nnaelf  aad 
Lottie  away  fvopa  the  windows  The  negroes  caia  not  h»  eMly 
.  seen,  their  black  faces  offering  no  #uoh  conspieueuB  cocntrast  to  the 
darkened  rooms,  as  yours  and  Liottie's  would*  Only  lee  yoa4jbat 
the  negroes  do  ip^t  n^loet  the  w^itelv  They  can  s^e  mh  <AiB9t 
if  moving,  at  thrice  a  rifle  distance,  and  thjat  will  suffiee  to  give 
us  time  to  guard  agpiinst  all  approaohes.  Only  do  not  be  agi- 
tated ^  alarmed,  Th^r^  is  ne  gre^t  danger. — none  to  yon*  my 
deary  so  long  as  WiUie  Sin^Mr  «an  strike  «  atroke«  ar  lift 
Hn  arm  at  all  for  y^ur-  pprptectien^" 

<*Do  I. not  know  it,  Willie  t  As  for  the  danger— *leok  at 
me,  Willie.    I>o  I  sh^wfearr 

''You  are  a  brav«  gtrl-^worthy  to  be  a  soldi^s  w%! 
and*—  if  you  hear  a  trumpet,  you  may  look-  boldly  up  the 
avenue ;  for  ?eyre  St.  Julien  will  certainly  be  h^re  before  son- 
down.*' 

Then  it  waiS  that  die  lips  of  the  young  girl  t.*embled«  aad  abe 
said,  putting  her  hand  on  h^r  brother's  wrist ;  — 

"But  will  he  have  his  troop  with  him,  Willie  I  Will  the 
outlaws  not  inteveept  bun,  and  with  their  rifles,  from  under 
cover    ■ ■  " 

"  Never  fear !  The  sound  of  his  hugla  will  be  sofficiaat  Ik 
difl^rsethem.    Where's  Lottie  t" 
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^  In  the  Uhi««hliiiber.'' 

**  Let  us  go  to  her.  Ton  must  keep  her  with  7011  idl  the 
whUe.  She  may  be  tempted  Id  sHoir  herself  aft  ihe  wittdows. 
Lottie!" 

The  ehiU  earn*. 

**  Lie  do^ru  liere«  Lottie.  Oover  mp.  Keep  dose,  and  don'l 
get  up  tilt  siwy  telltf  jou.  Will  yoa  He  idim^n  now  for  Brothei^ 
WiUie,  and  corer  up,  and  keep  oloset  and  don't  show  yoursdf 
at  the  wtiMkvrst'* 

*"  But  WiiHe,  I  don't  vmat  t»  lie  ^wn.  I  don't  want  to  slcfep. 
I  want  to  hoar;  I  won^^  go  to  the  windows.  I  #itt  s^t  down 
with  BiBgy.  I  know  whai  yev  mean.  Tfatsre'ts  going  to  be  fights 
iiig  anMMg  tbeis^ldiefs;  and  I  can't  lie  down  in  the  bed,  Willie, 
I  can't,  when  there's  to  be  fighting.  I  mmt  sit  np  and  hear ; 
bnt  I  promise  ymt,  dear  bnbber  WilKie,  that  I  won't^  tA^  the 
wiwdews.'' 

••  Let  her  sit  with  me,  Willie.  I'll  answer  for  her.  She  shall 
k<^  mimy  frbnrtho  wiftd^rws.    She  has  promised  ytou.*^ 

"  To  be  sure,  Willie  —  when  I  promise,  you  know." 

He  kis^d  tke  child ;  Oarrie  threw  her  arms  ronnd  his  neck ; 
then  released  4iim,  and  he  bnrried  below ;  and,  paashig  from 
room  to  reom,  hemiade  ail  his  preparationsy  and  enoonyaged,  by 
his  frequent  presence,  his  motley  fortes. 

One  of  diese*  o«r  old  ae^nanltaaee,  Be»  Bowlegs,  he  drew 
aside  frmn  the  rest. 

.  «'  Bwh'*  said  be,  « I  am  going  i^  pot  yon  in  position  else* 
where.  Take  a  pair  of  these  pistols,  and  the  short  double-bar 
railed  gm.  Our  true  dangef  is  ^om  Ae  kitchen.  If  these  out- 
fanps  make  !a  rush  and  get  behind  it;  they  will  oover  any  win- 
dow  on  this  side  of  thc^  house,  i  Yo«  nnistget  to  the  kitchen  and 
hide  yourself  in  the  loft.  There  are  two  little  windows  in  the 
bock  of  it  which  will  enable  yon  to  prevent  them  from  taking 
sbeiter  ni  that  quarter.  Ton  masl  steal  out  and  make  your 
way  thither  at  onee«  with  the  weapons  I  have  mentioned.  The 
post  is  so  important  that  I  wonld  go  there  myseMTbut  that  I 
nmst  not  leave  the  bouse*  I  must  see  t^at  the  people  do  theit 
duty   here." 

*•  Dsfb  aartkiiy  de  wiiy*  lii^or  Wilfie.  I  bhi  tfnk  b^ut  de 
kitchett*  mese^/' 
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**  Quickly  then,  to  jour  post,  and  befim  ihlve  firiloWB  begin 
to^ttftcW 

"  I  gooe^  M<9or  WUMe  k  I  go«e  1" 

And,  snatching  up  gun  and  pistols,  Benny  Bowlegs  raptdlj 
darted  across  the  space  of  thirty  yards,  which  sepai'ated  the 
InteheQ  fri>m  the  dtvelliog.  Th«s,  wMi  aH  Mb  ]ireoirationt 
taken,  pus  nm^  of  dtagdons  ^atettided  ta  the  place  lirbeve  the 
veteran  was  keeping  watch,  seated  comfortably  in  bis  «nn-«bafar, 
his  game  leg  upon  its  cushions,  and  two  great  horaealaii's  pittola 
in  his  clutohea,  wHb  bolb  Blusitks  veady  to  giVe  lotilfaee  m  ih% 
fcalf^pefied  window*.  HSa  p^iik>Bt  alio  enabled  blin  te  eon^ 
raand  one  of  the  io0tB  opeoki^  npoa  the  eentral  piu»age» 

*'  I  am  not  save,  sir,"*  said  tbe  itfl|)on  ^*  thaii  I  have  bad  quite 
as  roadii  dinner  as  I  dedred*^ 

'*  Kot  tbe  WQsse  f<»r  St,  WiDfei  if  yeitr  men  Torgy  berig^t  in 
his  philosophy.  But  the  things  areonremoved.  Fall  to»  if  joa 
tbink'  pirepeii" 

<'Not  I  find  it  not  so  easy  to  eat  now.  fiAiH  tbat«ettm 
was  very  fine." 

"  Tes,  bat  there  is  a  pre  verb  against  aold  muttoo.  HadL  aWAj 
^i  that  loogi^,  whioh^  I  earn  warrant.    U  is  hoih^  enred.*' 

"  Ay,  and  of  a  ^aliiy  to  cure  a  main  of  abeenteeiBat*" 

*•  Would  it  could  cnre  yen,  Willie  I" 

**  It  will  not  joBIt  BOW,  jnr.  By  tbe  wny^  sir,  ray  fnend  Pei^y 
insists  that  the  English  proverb  against  cald  mtitton  k  nU  n 
mi^tiake  of  taste ;  that  mntien  ia  rcaUy  tnore  pre^iraUe  cold 
than  weimi." 

**  £§ad»  I  should  kafv^e  ventured  ibt  opimon  hmf  a^emyndf* 
b«ittbat  I  never  takegveund  against  a  proverb;  I  abnU  eer^ 
tainly  be  pleased  to  know  this  Porgy.  Can  be  fight  as  veH  as 
pbilosophiao  V 

"  That  is  tbe  most  remarkable  of  hii  charactoiiittca-^  some- 
what  in  tbe  teeth  of  a  proverb  also.  He  fights  like  a  bnU-degf 
,  and  in  action  almost  seems  to  lap  blood.  But  he  ahraya  pro- 
fesees  a  rehietanee  to  go  into  aetion,  and  insiatB  that  nothing  bot 
Iraining  has  kept  him  all  bis  life  ffom  showing  a  white  featlMr. 
Gome,  sir,  let  me  fill  you  a  glass  of  this  Madeira." 

''  Why  :tK«,  Wfllte  1  I  iMiitBt  M  reliahnig  my  wme  nMreto> 
day,  than  I  have  done  any  day  within  the  last  six  nMmtha." 


"  What !  including  the  time  of  my  Lord  Rawdon's  visit?" 
**  Ah  !"  with  a  deep  sigh — ''  ah !  no !     That  was  an  excep- 
tion.    I  confess,  Willie,  that  on  that  occasion  I  distinctly  saw  the 
*  Bottle  Reel.'" 

•'  That  was  a  serious  error,  my  dear  father,"  said  the  son, 
with  a  grave  shake  of  the  head,  "  in  the  case  of  so  steady  a 
loyalist" 

**  Get  out,  you  varlet    fla !  — we  ar6  to  have  it." 
A  wild  scream  from  the  woods^  a  ^ot,  and  the  rattling  of 
glass  in  the  upper  windows,  silenced  the  conversation,  and  our 
iiM^  cf  irIigteQS  ira»  infUtally  lipM  tiMd  alep^ 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

THB  LEAGUER -7- THfi   EELrBP. 

Pete  BIodgit»  ghid  to  get  ofF  wit^oat  Inut  orUiidwttice  flrooi 
the  Barony,  wbither  he  had  gone  only  under  compolsion  of  the 
outlaws,  rode  with  due  speed  to  the  thicket  where  they  har- 
bored, and  reported  the  ill  success  of  his  mission.  The  party 
there,  in  the  absence  of  Dick.of  Tophet,  was  led  by  Sam  Bry- 
done,  otherwise  Skin-the-Serpent  Brydone  was  a  fellow  not 
Tery  unlike  his  superior,  possessing  all  his  brutal  and  ruffianly 
qualities,  but  his  merits  only  in  degree.  His  cupidity  was  quite 
as  great,  if  not  greater;  and  this  passion  sufficed  to  urge  upon 
.  him  the  assault  of  the  Barony,  where  he  calculated  upon  profit- 
able pickings,  quite  as  much  as  hb  desire  to  extricate  his  prin- 
cipal from  the  captivity  into  which  he  had  unwarily  fallen.  As 
yet,  the  outlaws  had  no  notion  that  Dick  had  escaped ;  and 
the  plunder  of  the  house  was  a  desire  that  received  an  addi- 
tional impulse  in  their  minds,  from  the  hope  to  rescue  their 
comrade.  They  were  encouraged  by  the  report  of  Blodgit,  as 
to  the  feebleness  of  the  garrison — a  single  man,  even  though 
so  well  known  and  greatly  feared  as  Willie  Sinclair,  not  being 
regarded  as  likely  to  offer  much  resistance  to  a  stout  band  of 
seven  old  forayers.  This  was  the  real  number  of  the  outlaws* 
not  including  Blodgit ;  their  increase  of  force  being  due  to  the 
arrival  of  Zeke  Bodgers,  the  fellow  who  owned  the  dogs,  who 
had  brought  with  him  besides  three  others.  Halliday,  Toland, 
and  Nelson,  all  tones,  whose  taste  for  the  regular  service,  under 
his  majesty's  officers,  had  gradually  given  way  to  the  passion 
for  a  more  free  and  easy  disposition  of  their  time  and  pereons. 
They  were,  all  of  them,  briefly  speaking  in  the  language  of  die 
country,  oi^tM — cattle-reivers,  squatters,  housebumers,  and 
plunderers— unrestrained  by  any  laws  but  those  of  force,  and 
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/8ckl6S8  eqHally  of  «U  moral  reetrakits,  whether  of  God  or  of 
society.    They  prepared  at  once  for  the  assault  of  the  Barony. 

Bat  they  had  »o  plaas,  no  dengns-^and  simply  caloolated 
to  operate  by  dieer  fiirae  of  nombers,  and  the  tenrors  whkh 
they  might  inspire. 

'^  Yon  hear,  boys>"  said  Brydone,  after  Blodgit  had  Biade  his 
report -^^thar's  bat  one  white  man  weVe  got  to  deal  with—- 
Willie  Sinalair.  He's  h-11  to  fight,  we  know,  bnt  what's  one 
flson  when  we've  got  the  we'pons  f  Old  Sinclair's  too  lame  to 
git  out  of  his  easy-chair,  and  the  niggers  ain't  of  no  account,  no 
hoWyin  a  scrimmage.  What's  a  rifle, «  shot  gun,  and  a  few  pop- 
py pistols  t  Not  much ;  when  hyar,  you  see,  thar's  foor  on  us 
with  rifles,  and  diree  with  fowling-pieces.  All  we've  got  to  do 
is  smash  the  windows  with  a  voUey  of  buckshot  from  the  gnns, 
and  then  let  the  men  what  fires  make  a  rush  and  git  across  Ihe 
garden  to  ike  kitchea,  and  git  into  kiver  behind  that  The 
rifles  kin  watch  doors  and  windows  all  the  time.  First,  then, 
we'll  creep  up,  dose  as  we  kin,  to  the  garden-fence,  poll  off 
some  of  die  palings,  and  steal  up  among  the  shrubs  till  we're 
nigh  enough  to  blase  away.  Then  let  drive  at  the  windows; 
all  three  on  yoo,  with  the  shot-guns ;  then  make  a  rash  far  the 
kitchen,  and  the  boys  with  the  rifles  will  keep  tiieir  beads  rest- 
ing on  door  and  window,  so  that  any  head  that  lifts  to  sight 
you,  shall  draw  a  ballet  Ton  hears  1  Does  yon  all  ondeiv 
standl" 

"All  right,  Sam,"  was  the  reply;  and  HalUday,  Toland,  and 
Nelson,  the  men  carrying  fowling-pieces,  prepared  for  the  part 
aaaigBed  diero. 

The  rattling  of  the  window-glass,  shattered  by  tlie  buckshot, 
which  had  disturbed  the  hobanobbing  of  the  veteran  and  his 
son,  indicated  the  performance  of  the  first  act  in  this  simple 
little  drama. 

It  sent  Willie  Sinclair,  with  due  haste,  to  tlie  upper  cham- 
bers. He  was  quite  aware  that,  beyond  the  smashing  of  the 
glass,  there  could  be  no  damage  done,  unless  his  orders,  that  all 
parties  should  keep  in  cover  as  he  placed  them,  had  been  dis- 
obeyed. 

This  was  not  the  case.  He  fbond  all  safe,  and  Carrie  Sin- 
clair aeiied  his  arm,  as  he  entered  the  room,  which  had  chiefly 
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suffered  from  the  sbot-^ber  eye  fltskh^,  and  no  tremor  mk  hat 

/<  TUjr  have  begun,  Willie*  and  now  ovglajt  ire  not  to  h«fe  aotne 
#ea{Mina  her^l  We  ooidd  tfurely  do  anwifethif  from  dus  ^oajw 
ter,  Willie." 

^<  Vof  Cwniei  dear;  dieee  is  no  ne^d  to  tax  jreiir  Tdor.  We 
muat  only  try  yoor  patieace  and  ttidnranoe,  no  amall'  part  of  tbe 
edocation  tot  af  sokUer  and  «  soldier's  vife.  Only  keep  Lottie 
close  to  the  floor,  and  keep  as  doaely  to  die  floor  yontself  aa 
possible.  We  are  quite  enough  for  these  feUows  beWw,  and 
there  we  need  all  our  weapons^    Bat,  hark !" 

Pistol-shots  were  heard — one — two. 

''That  is  Benny  Bowlegs!  I  looked  for  it  there.  Down. 
Garrie-*^  close,  while  I  take  a  peep." 

Glancing  obliqnely  throng  the  half-Gbsed  shnxtfeer,  in  tka 
direction  of  the  gkrden,  Willie  suddenly  raised  like  fowKng- 
pieoe  which  he>  grasped,  and  flred  instantly.  He  was  about  to 
fischarge  the  second  barrel,  ^^hen  he  promiptfy  drew  bad^,  and 
clasping  .Carrie  about  the  waist,  drew  her  to  ihe  floor  with  him. 
In  another  moment  of  tune,, a  bullet  passed  between  the  simt^ 
ters,  and  was  burled  in  the  angle  of  the  opposite  wall. 

"  Ton  see,  Oacrie,  you  must  keep  close.  These  fellawa  watch 
eyeiy  opening.  Keep  the  negroes  at  the  opposite  wuidowa. 
There  is  no  cover  on  that  side  for  the  approach  of  the  raaeals 
within  rifle  distance.  And  now  a  kiss — I  must  go  below. 
We  baye-  tickled  some  df  tiie  scamps,  I  am  sure." 

^e  wteni.  below,  a^d  forcibly  rolled  his  fnither  back  fron  his 
station  at  the  window.  In  the  anxiety  of  the  vetecati*  ke  had 
leaned  forward  upon  the  jam}^,  widi  his  pist<4  coeked  and 
ready,  and  his  game-leg  upon  the  floor,  the  pillows  upon  whidi 
it  rested  liaving  sHj;^»ed  off  in  the  eagerness  of  his  movement 
He  was  groaning  with  pain,  but,  in  his  excitement,  mentally 
unconscious  of  its  cause. 

«  What's  done,  Willie  1  Oh !  I  am  hurt  Bomewhere»  Willie. 
I  feel  the  pain  of  a  wound,  but  where  it  is,  sir,  I  can  not  tell»  by 
Heaven  T' 

"In  your  foot,  sir — your  pillow  was  shot  off,  sir,  and  yoat 
game  fa^bas  gat  a£U  the  hurt". 
/"Akf  aoftisf    There  I  there!    Dont  tovok  tt  for  jo«r  Eft^ 
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Harrj  t    I  nevtn  Ut  abj  od6  but  Oarne  tduch  jt\    She  givM 
no  pain.    Call  her  down  for  a  moment.    Ton  are  too  rongb  a 


Oanfie  appeared*  replaced  ouBhioaa  and  foet,  aad  was  agam 
dnvea  ap  to  the  chaiaber. 

"  The  girl  is  jnst  as  cool  as  an  old  soldSerJ  8ha  wiU  mabi  & 
Boldier>  wife,  sir.  Well,  Wflliet  what  has:  been  done.  Th^re 
were  shots  ^m  die  Idtehea,  aad  abore  stairs  I    Did  70a  firel" 

**  Emptied  one  barrel  of  ba^  upon  a  fellow  who  wiis  snealcK 
ing  off  among  the  box  in  the  garden." 

*'  Did  yon  stretek  bini  ?" 

**  I  think  BO.  I  seUom  miss ;  and  it  conld  noi  be  more  Asm. 
sixty  yards  o£  Bat  ray  flash  drew  a  rifle-shot  upon  the  win^ 
dow,  and  I  dared  not  look.^' 

"  They  are  at  the  kitchen,  aie  they  V* 

"  They  have  been ;  but  I  snspeet  they  hare  fonnd  tka  kkefaen 
fires  tdo  warm  tA  this  time  of  day.  I  seat  Benny  Bowlegs 
(bei^,  well  anued,  to  help  the  eock.  Tktj  were  his  {nsfe^  that 
we  heard." 

*  Benny  is  cool  as  a  cucumber,  and  steady  as  a  pine.  He  will 
not  waste  gtinpowder.  Ha !  there  is  ano^er  volley.  They 
most  birpe  sonke  dosen  gtms." 

**  These  discharges  are  all  fit>in  fSowHng^pieoeSi*' 

**  Dent  I  know  tkal;,  sir  ?  But  th^e  woold  eeem  a  doaen  of 
them." 

**Hidf  the  niimber,  and  dbubla^ATrels  would  give  that  firm 
Thtoyhlive  only  broken  a  few  mor«  paaes.*^ 

^  The  fo(^,to  waste  thehr  anminnition." 

'«'  Tfaeir  pnr|K>s6  is  pi^bably  td  make  a  rush  fbr  the  house  us-) 
der  the  fire.  I  must  look  in  upon  the  boys  in  the  basement,  and 
give  them  a' drink  aUTotrnd." 

Andftnming  a  silver  mug  down  upon  the  mouth  of  a  decaiiter 
of  Jamaiea,  Willie  Sinclair  supplied  the  negroes  keeping  guard 
in  the  great  passage  and  below. 

**  Boys^"  be  said  tt  the  latter,  "  welt  have  a  drink  all  ronnd^ 
lliat  we  may  be  better  aUe  to  thrash  these  dirty  rascals,  should 
tbey  dare  to  come.  I'll  give  you  drink,  and  yon'U  give  diem 
d»  Mfa.  BbwAj  Bbwlegi^  let  me  t^  yoa,  baa  abready 
knocked  over  half  a  doaen  or  nere*  and  I  have  strotolied  oa# 
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m  many.  I*m  only  afimid  yoti'll  bare  little  or  nothing  to 
do." 

"  Only  le*  'em  come,  manssa,  da's  all !"  was  the  one  response 
of  all,  aa  iliey  drank-— drank  deep,  as  a  negre  knows  how  to 
drink — with  head  thrnst  out,  lips  trembling,  and  eyea  already 
mcH^tened  with  delight. 

**  Wait  for  the  word,  hoyt,  that's  allT 

Then  aa  they  began  to  jabber  loudly  with  eluch  other,  promia- 
iojg  and  boasting  ef  their  fdtnre  j^erformaneea,  omr  major  atopped 
them — 

"Shut  up,  boys.  Barking  dogs  don't  lute**-*  remember  that 
Would'  you  give  tongue  before  you've  got  the  scent  f  Not  a 
word  now  j  Wait  till  I  give  the  word -^ wait  dll  you  see  me 
at  work — then  take  hold,  and  see  that  you  make  your  teetft 
meet  in  the  flesh !" 

"Le'  'em  come,  young  mausaa— da's  all !" 

And  giving  them  a  second  sup  of  the  bottk^  enough  to  enli- 
Yen  their  courage  without  enfeebling  thenr  strength,  Willie  Sin- 
clair hurried  up-stairs  with  the  empty  decanter. 

«*  There'a  a  luU  m  the  storm,  Willie." 

"Ay,  sir»  the  scamps  are  in  consultation  doubtlesa.  They 
have  no  bead,  sir ;  though  where  that  scoundrel.  Devil  I)idc# 
may  be,  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture.  These  fellows  reaDy  have 
no  plans.  They  are  of  the  daas  of  bull4ieads— that  simply 
know  how  to  rush  and  butt,  and  the  moment  they  encounter  a 
wan,  ihiQr  alink  o£f  with  their  tails  down.  Thia  is  their  case 
now.  To  give  us  it  scare,  and  under  cover  of  it,  rush  to  iht 
assault,  is  all  that  they  know  how  to  do.  They  are  like  tiie 
tiger*— KUsappointed  in  the  first  spring,  they  steal  back  into  the 
jungle." 

'*  As  the  case  stands,  they  may  fire  at  us  all  day." 

"  They  will  hardly  do  Uiat,  sir !  Like  the  tigar  again,  they 
will  wait  for  night,  and  then  comes  our  danger  I  WhOe  we 
have  the  light  to  see,  they  will  hardly  dare  to  expose  them- 
selves in  assault ;  but,  with  the  darkness,  we  can  do  nothing  but 
watch  at  all  the  porta,  and  be  prepared  as  well  as  we  can  for 
the  close  encounter." 

'*  Surely,  WiUie,  we  have  nothiDg  then  to  fiar.  We  aali 
eerta&nly  with  our  force  overecMae  them." 
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■*  Ajy  sir,  botdier  them !  M  hf  QtoA'%  help  we  will !"  mui-' 
tared  the  otber  fiexeelj^  '^Btrt  v«  ttturi  BtUl  k>fe  ki  sQoh  n 
conflict.  To  coBquer  these  wretches  is  a  very  small  soiiree  of 
satisfaction ;  but  to  know  that  one  lifes  precious  to  our  hearts» 
has  been  sacrificed  in  doing  80»  is  v^ry  terrible." 

"  It  is,  Willie ;  it  is ;  —  where  are  the  girls  tow  P' 

**  Up-stairs,  sir,  in  safely  t'' 

"Willie,  my  son,  I  should  die  of  a  btoken  heart^^^it.wol^ 
kill  me,  Willie,  if  one  of  these  dear  chUdita  tofiered  U  the 
hands  of  iheae  aoftlaw^ !" 

*'Need  I  tell  y6ti,  £iith^  tkiat  ny  head  must  be  low— mj 
eyes  shot — my  arm  paralyied-^  before  harm  shall  come  to 
them  I  Were  it  not  better,  sir,  that  I  shonld  heip  yoit  n^^tMn^ 
sir,  'wiiera  yoit  can  hive  them  taidto'yoQr  own  eyet" 

"  What,  Willie  Sinclair,  would  yon  hdve  mie  leave  i^y  post!" 

"  We  have  enough  htrer  sir;— -aad^^yonr  foot !" 

"  D— n  the  foot,  sir !  What  is  the  pain  of  the  foot  when  the 
ao«l  is  in  agony  f  11^6,  fat \  no,  Willie »  here  I stiek.at id jpest, 
ready  for  the  enemy.  I  see  what  yon  fsai*,  WiUie ;  bat  I  d^ 
not  fear.  Yea  Khink  me  unequal  to  the  struggla  But  you 
shall  see  that  a  man  with  a  brave  spirit,  is  not  less  a  man  bor 
eauae  he  has  a!  crippled  lilab  I'' 

Willie  StDclair  laughed -^laughed  «ienrily. 

«' You  are  right,  sir,  ti^t  (My  ^  use  jwt  pistols,  aa  to 
ka^  the  rogtiM  from  your  tooa." 

Some  popping  ishots  were  aow  beard.  Tbon  a  pause,  smd 
after  a  Iktle  iitenral  a  volley.  The  glass  was  4galn  shattered 
«-*thi8  time  direedy  above  tile  head  of  the  vetera^^^aodtb^ 
fragmeaUttmUeilaboiithlsaarsliiaUdifeetioilar  Had  Willie 
Bot  drawn  kita  «way  from  th6  wlHdow^ambs,  1*0  fwos^d  haf^ 
been  peppered  wi&  small  shdt. 

**  Swan^skot  as  I  live,**  said  the  major,  gathering  the  bits  of 
lead  about  the  floor.  *'  This  was  delivered  from  the  garden. 
What  can  Benny  be  abdntt  H^  could  sorely  have  touched  the 
rascal  in  that  quarter.'' 

Just  then  a  single  shot  was  heard. 

''Ahl  there»  the  old  fellow  spiaaks!    Well>  sir,  we  mnst  ^]r 
waHowtine^    We  i&ay  hhive  the  ckne  hngal  wgbtfelL"       ' 
-     Ami  fbe  mj^oif  hurried  aWily  Ce  htf  seToral  parties,  above  aad 
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Mow,  to  see  thfld  they  wem  watebftiL  There  was  aloU  i&  &9 
vtoinii  of  fteftfly  ludf  «i  ko«r.  ^Tke  sn^eose  beeame  verj  nk 
0ome  ^  all  parties.  They  eonid  see  no  enemy -^  dared  not  y en- 
tore  to  look  o«t — and  had  no  knowMge  of  what  had  been 
done.  Suddenly,  in  the  deepest  bosh,  the  faint  sounds  of  a 
bugle  were  heard. 

*'  Ah !''  cried  Willie, ''  he  comes  at  burt.  We  «hall  now  have 
a  dash  -at  these  rasods.^' 

«  Who  eenes,  Wtllie  f 

**  Peyre  St.  Julien,  at  the  head  of  as  bimre  m  eaptein's  oom^ 
«iand  of  troopers  as  «rer  ^^ew  bvoadsword.'^ 

<«8t.  J«ifien,  hal  I  would  it  liad  beeit  anybody  ^laeT 
flowM  ibe  veteran. 

''And  why,  etrt  flt.  Jidiea  is  as  aoUe  a  ftUow  as  evar 
crossed  eharger  in  baittlei" 

'*  Ay,  sir,  but  he  is  fi  reM  to  faia  Uap  I" 

••Why,  soa»Ir«irl»' 

**Tme,  and  the  greater  my  senxiw,  Willies  bat  I  do  Mil 
yeliih  these  !Frenohdien.'* 

«*  Why,  L^  bless  yon,  sir,  Wb  no  more  IVendiman  duoi'I 
amr 

"  He*8  the  son  of  a  Frenchman^  sir,  and  be  has  aa  eye  oa 
/our  sister  Oarrie^  aad  I  ^n^etsr  thai  any  dau^ter  sboiad  not 
teanry  any  but  a  man  of  Brftiflih  stoek.** 

In  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  the  AtAer  had  faetiayed  !■»■ 
aeV,  00  as  to  reveal  the  tuie  seevet  of  the  eold  tv^i^ment  which 
6t  Jdien  htA  lAways  veoeived  at  bis  hands,  it  was  oaly  by 
Mserveand  eokbiess  that  lie  eoald  WfA  t^e  ai^roacikas  «f  the 
young  mab,  wbo  was  «ot  ocdy  of  the  beat  Ueied,  biil  Aa  bail 
«b«rae«er  <f£  Aie  -eoan^ty.  Willie  Sbidai^  was  abeut  laaAawar 
with  some  sharpness,  for  he  was  tbaswoitt^  blolhor  of  ^  ^aHeo, 
but  a  moment's  teflecticm  satisfied  him  that  be  slbaidd  rather 
huit  than  help  his  friend's  ^ause,  by  entarii^  into  tmj  aif^ 
inent,  or  making  any  reply.  Tie  bugle  again  aounded^  and  bo 
disappeared  in  silence  from  the  apartment  Hurrying  wp^kain. 
ne  encountered  Oarrie  Sinclair  in  the  jMSsage.  She  tea  bad 
lioard  tibe  bugle,  and  her  ebeek  was  flushed,  and  sba  now  trem- 
bled, ais  ^die  m&¥et  f<nr  an  insitaat  imd  done  durbsg  tka  whole 
•leaguer  of  Ao  )f«lawa    WOHe  lilBsed  bar  cbaoh*  anB  fambi^ 
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his  aim  about  her  waiBt,  drew  her  to  a  window  overlookuig  the 
entrance  bj  the  avenue.  At  that  moment,  the  whole  train  of 
horsemen  were  wheeling  into  the  enclosure,  a  gay  and  gallant 
troop,  their  swords  flashing  in  the  evening  sunlight,  and  the 
bugler,  at  intervals,  merrily  timing  their  advance.  At  their 
head  rode  a  tall  and  noble  captain,  whose  white  plume  floated 
loftily  above  his  helmet — a  single  feather  of  the  heron — and 
whose  flashing  sword  was  iraVea  in  the  direction  of  the  dwel- 
ling. 

*'  Strange  1"  said  Willie;  **  I  wonder  who  leads,  Carrie.    U 

He  toAtskai  her,  ani  she  kdefwlt^  aiid'buijilfhiH^iaiiefiDr 
a  MMDuent  in  hit  bdKHD^  ds^aaid  >«^ 

"  It  is*  Willie  t    Yon  ean  net  deceive  liier 

'« Theni  h»  kas  grown  steiiter  stnee  I  last  iwr  faiau  and  deea 
Boi  eany  himsetf  with  balf  the  gnift  of  fdiifeMv  tiMA" 

<*Fie  I  yoa  tease!    Bat  I  know  ye*.'' 

And  now  the  strains  of  the  bugle  were  1dii§  aod  Umi ;  as^ 
Willie  Sinclair,  rwiung.dewii  it«r«;thiciw  open  fke  door  of  the 
hall  in  si^asoa  to  welcome  ha  ecmpanioii-iB^Mrms  ai  the  entvaneeL 
Oarrie,  meanwbile,liiH  of  teemors,  rcBudaed  wailong  in  her  Aboo* 
her.  Little  Letlie,  not  diaaoovaged  by  her  iiiler*  had  followed 
her  hrodwr  down  the  stebi. 
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But  where)  while  these  events  were  passing*  mm  the 
wtoA  WtitaLknMiwwt'Biokof  Topbetf  i  Om  wmild.tynk  thut,  in 
an  affair  which  he  had  hegiHH:theiefl|;D0B  of  dieBatotiy^  aadiB 
which  he  was  so  itegAy^  iiEterestod*  hn  .pr^seiloe  would  net  he 
^pantfaigi  norSwuld'he  hajre  been  but  fiw  the  aeoeaBkj.of  the 
case,  and  because <tf.4he  eaemiseiof.  thftt  d^ree  of  iHradaoeob 
essential  to  his  own  progtess^  wUch  the  oid  sddier  is  aeldom 
persuaded  iB  ^faige^ 

We  have  seen  bgr  what  arts,  and  what  eikhumnoe  of  tortnre 
he  oontriyed  to^make  las  as^a^  horn  his  bonds.  When. be 
emerged*  from  tiie.  passage-way  of  4he  basemeiit*  the  coast  .was 
dear.  Ooa^ee^PoUf ,  mhm  bad  been  passing- to  and  fro,  was 
upw  up-stairs  bosy  spreading  the  tablcK^tb  tand  settMug  plates. 
He  could  hear  the  clatter  of  these  below,  as  she  severally  laid 
them  on  the  board.  In  the  court  nobody  was  to  be  seen  but  a 
little  group  of  negroes,  and  they  saw  him  as  he  moved  away 
and  shouted  aloud,  not  in  alarm,  but  with  curiosity  as  at  the 
sight  of  any  stranger ;  but  little  negroes  are  for  ever  shouting 
and  squalling,  and  neither  master  nor  cook  gives  much  heed  to 
their  clamors.  Dick  was  more  heedful  and  watched  the  urchins 
for  awhile  before  moving — watched  the  whole  court,  and  that 
with  very  dissatisfied  expression.  He  could  nowhere  see  his 
horse  which  he  had  fastened  to  a  neighboring  tree.  Gk>od  Benny 
Bowlegs,  old  soldier  that  he  was,  had  duly  cared  for  the  beast— 
governed  by  two  reasons,  first,  the  good  feeling  of  sympathy  which 
he  always  entertained  for  a  stout,  well-built  dragoon  horse,  and 
next,  as  he  was  one  of  the  trophies  of  war,  a  part  of  the  ipoiim 
opima^  which  somehow  usually  occupies  no  small  share  of  th« 
regards  of  all  old  soldiers.    Dick  of  Tophet  naturally  C09\}ee- 
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tmM  thai  ibe  beast  was  safelj  gh^ierdl  In  tbe  Btables  of  tbe 
baroajr,  and#  no  doubt,  totally  beedleM  of  bi0  mast^r'fl  condi* 
tu>n»  mnnching  oomfbrtably  ofon  big  «)om  and 'A>Mor.  Dick 
gEoimed  as  be  reflected  upon  bis  loss,  but  there  was  tie*  present 
remedy. 

^  Let  me  onlj  git  dear  out  el  tbss  fac/'  be  mnltered  to  bimt 
aelf»  ^  and  I'll  find  tbe  pa j  Ibr  bim  sotnebow  out  of,  tb!s  same 
biurysfcoetatic  Bkrdair/' 

He  wasted  no  long  time  in  idle  lamentations.  Tbe  horse  w«i 
gone,  and  if  be  desired  to  go  also  in  esfbty,  be  mnst  needs  tramp 
qnioUjr  and  ctt  bis  own  legs.  He  looked  ont  eaet  and  west, 
nortb  anA  aoalh*  iibaped  out  bis  oonrse  in  bis  tiftind,  noted  tbe 
eover  at  wbieb  be  was  te  strike*  and  darted  fordiiipon bisprog^ 
ress.  Again  the  little  negroes  yelled  andsboatedr  and  elapped 
tbeir  bands  and  pointed  with  all  tbeir  fingers,  and  rolled  about 
and  tbrew  up  clouds  of  dust  over  their  beads ;  but  they  failed 
to  attract  the  attentioti  6f  anybody  whose  policy  it  might  be  to 
arrest  the  flight  of  the  outlaw— and  he  pushed  forward  accor- 
dingly, without  giving  them  the  slightest  heed,  but  with  the 
salvage  mental  deteHDanation  to-knoek  half  a  score  of  them  on 
tb^  bead  Atmld they  bappen  toeroas  bis  path  for  a  momenlf. 
He  bad  snatdhed  up  a  carving-knife  from  the  pHe  which  Oon* 
garee  Pally  had  laidcbwn  on  a  table  in  tbe  lower  passage  pre* 
|MUEatery  to  laying  tbem  oat  for  dinner,  and  thus  armed,  be  was 
in  the  mood  to  do  desperate  things,  whether  with  necessity  ot 
not. 

Hia  coarse  lay  along  tbe  wood  that  skiited  tbe  lower  line  of 
tbe  avenue,  but  it  required  a  progress  of  Mly  a  bntwlred  yardii 
ov6r  tbe  Open  coait  before  be  ooold  readi  t^is  shelter.  T6 
strike  a  nmte  directly  below,  would  be  to  t%k  ex][>osure  to  the 
negroes  whom  be  now  felt  sure  were  traversing  tbe  edges  of  the 
forest,  and  along  tbe  fence  wMeh  ran  all  along  tbe  lower  line  of 
the  settlement  The  circuit  wbieb  he  proposed  to  mkke  was 
eoasiderablet  btut  it  was  the  only  one  which  ^ondsed  him  a  re* 
tieifi  without  fintarraption,  and  sueb  a  nslreat  was  esei^ntfel  in 
hiaeanditioai'^sere,  soordied,  snlferii^,  and  with  scarody  a 
weapon  4n  bia  grasp. 

Very  painfull  was  his  progress.  In  the  fliet  moment  of  bi# 
eaeateaent,  after  getting  kKMW  ^m  bis  b)»ndi»  be  dM  not  feel 

9* 
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M  gneadj  tibe  toflmre  thut  ke  liad  mideigMitt  aad  wkiahh^  liid 
eadnred  wiUi  a  patient  fontitade  which  weald  .not  .haniia  4i»> 
credited  tbe  noeiflDt  mmrtjtoUgi^  In  a  bettar  causa  and  noUar 
fai;ear»  U  would  JiaTe  Ufted  the  raffiaa  into  baioisni.  Botwhaa 
he  began  to  walk,  and  had  furly  Biicceeded  in  obtainfaig^  Ilia 
partiid  woodland  eorer  along  the  aveiaie»hn  fnftnagt  began 
to  make  theaiselvea  felt  with  no  ordinary  d^praeof  aoatenaaB* 
By  thb  time,  his  back  was  one  entire  bliater**«ihia  haada  aad 
imeta;  bia  fiet  and  aaklaa — allsharadintheMHieietiafiNim- 
ing  tonnaiA  and  he  wridiad  at  emery  step  over  the  hot  aaad^ 
and  sbrimk  firem  every  jay  of  the  diseot  snn.  He  vedisad  in 
degree  the  peinB  of  tbe  marehsnch  as  Milan's  flafeu  was  forced 
to  take  when  fiast  reoovering  firao  the  terrible  ooniiet  wiikk 
precij^ted  him  from  the  celestial,  empire^    Ha  too  wf&ed«*» 

Over  the  buroiog  marlei. . .  • 

....*'  And  the  torrid  dime 
Smote  on  him  tore  beeidea* 

BotftUi.  like  the  fSlUen  angil  he  endnad  and  atradeawayv 
writhing  the  whiloi  and  gsoaning— <nay  sometiMaa  swaarkig 
CBKiat  bli|spb<mo4Blyt  like  the  e^il  one  to  wSion  bis  ibl- 
lowers  compared  him*  Still  he  went  forward.  A  #bonssnd 
tunes  he  felt  like  casting  himself  down  nf(m  tbe  leavas  and 
grasa-^tbii  WAS  af^r  h^.  had  got  into  Ae  waods««<-bQt  tiien  his 
conrage  revived — perhaps  his  fears — and»  soflfering  scalding 
sensat^Hns  at  every  st^p  ha  plunged  forward,  slowty  bot  aer- 
tainly  incraa^inf  the  distance  between  himself  and  hh  late 
putson-honse.  He  was  tmpnrBued-*Ttbat  was  soma^ing;  bad 
it  bean  otberwise«  he  wonld  have  given  np  the  thoi^giit  of  flight, 
and,  in  his  dssparation»  wooM  have  welcomed  the  deadlkst 
straggle,  only  s^ing  to  do  as  mnoh  mischief  as  he  eoald  and 
not  in  any  way  to  defend  himasUl  He  gained  finally  the  an* 
tsf^iae  of  the  i^ranve — looked  np  and  dawn  the  hoghwigr  «o  see 
that  he  wa^  not  p«rsi^»  than  took  tbedsfrnwaiid  tonta,  Bt31« 
Uie  tbi^ket,  bftt^stfiU  da^  beside  the  pablie  vaad,  mA  yai  vcft- 
toring  to  penetrate  the  deeper  thickets  wheca  ha  felt  ansa  tkst 
Us  Qom?  adas  barbaipd. 

Thnsimatnii^  kf^i»^  mMit  apvagvess  which  waa  conatdasahia 
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for  one  m  bis  state  of  toffetrag,  wlien  im  hearfl  or  fanicM'  ihM 
be  beard  a  dktant  shot.  He  stooped  bis  ear  to  ihe  l^onnd  anil 
lirtened.  Again  be  heard  a  sbot-^two,  three,  or  more.  But 
ihejr  seemed  to  be  still  below  bhn,  thongb  greatly  to  the  left* 
and  be  tbongbt  it  not  improbable  that  Sinelair  and  the  two  armed 
negroes  bad  boldly  penetrated  tiie  forests  in  pnrsizft  of  bis  eom- 
rades.  To  get  certainly  in  the  rear  of  both  pai-ties,  it  was  required 
that  he  sboidd  still  press  directly  downward,  and  not  venture 
IB  more  deeply  until  Ibe  sounds  of  alarm  Aa^M  ceHJainly  aris# 
betlreen  himself  and  the  Barony.  With  this  policy,  andstiimi- 
lated  by  the  intimations  of  str^  to  an  eager  de^e  to  be  s^ 
work  in  Ae  fray  himself,  be  flonriBbed  bis  daiVing^kBifei  set  biir 
teeth  firmly,  and  bmnkd  on  as  rapidly  as  bss  sbfieringi  wonld 
admit  He  bad  gone  perbajps  a  qvarter  of  a  Mile  fUrtber^  oi' 
more,  when  bis  ear  caught  otber  aovnds  'whidh  com|»eUed  a 
halt  and  eounsdled  eoneealment 

''  A  ttoop  of  barse !"  be  mtittebtd,  with  an  6atfa.  «*  Who  eaa 
it  be!" 

He  was  al  a  loss  to  coi^eetve. 

''Marioni*a  mail's  t'other  side  of  ^Ae  iiTer.  Ingfebardt  iaiiqr 
the  eouii^.  Harden*  they  sa^,  has  gone  sooth.  Who,  in  tbsf 
name  of  all  the  Mack  dernla,  can  k  bis  t  li  mmy  be  sotee  of  the 
•Yahoos.'** 

Tbe  Yahoos  were  another tory liaikdtlti ;  thairname,  with  « 
stmnge  taste,  selMiosen;  and  not  ini^ypropriate,  unless  too  m^ 
BOcently  linmeamng. 

But  the  donbt  of  Dick  of  TepbM  did  not  interfere  to  retenl 
lua  own  action.  He  hurried  into  a  dose  thidkety  aaflliiiently  lur 
fipom  ^-road  ta eaoape  any  i^ancingeye,  yet  near  enbugb  kim<T 
self  to  disi&gnisb  die  apptoaehing  troopers;  Tlwy  eiifae  eli  atf 
a  tvoi,  lUd  want'by  baaibiomdy,  a  neat  and  trim  anmy  of  fbrtf  <* 
B:ve  dragoons.  '  • 

''  Marion's  men,  by  the  ponders !  St.  Julien'a  squad.  -Now, 
ef  I  kaint  draw  off  them' fallows  m  ciBkson^#o«^t  tiiey  eaick  ilV 
.  Thus  muttered  the  outlaw,  as  he  gatbefed  Hnself  kp,  With 
namf  fsoipft  .tmt  gsaaii^  and  *an6§  mbi»  sedbibed^iiia  iipdgbt 
position.  He  now  struck  diagonally  &6tomi  tite^-ifcogdp  fiseh  hiy 
dixectlgr  for  th*  htert  af  ^be  thicket wber^lier  sippkMd^  bia  icom. 
rades  to  be,  and  whence  the  sound  of  the  firearms  bad  arisen;* 
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Bui  hardlj  had  he  gone  fifty  yards,  when  he  encountered  » 
horseman  directly  in  hia  tradk.  He  threw  himself  behind  a 
tree  as  the  new-comer  approached,  and  when  the  latt^*,  who 
seemed  to  be  in  a  brown  Ktudj,  drew  nigh,  the  outlaw  stretched 
out  his  arm  suddenly  and  grasped  the  bridle  of  the  steed. 

**  Hello !  thar !  Lord  I  who's  that  I  Oh !  Fire  Dick,  is*  that 
yonl" 

The  horseman  was  no  less  a  person  than  om*  old  acquaint- 
aace,  Worthy  Pete  Blodgit.  He  had  promptly  adopted  the 
eomisels  of  WilUe  Sinclair,  at  their  last  interview,  and  had 
seized  die  first  chance  to  withdraw  from  his  connection  with 
the  outlaws,  wbidi  he  did,  without  beat  of  dnun,  at  the  moment 
when  the  band  was  preparing  for  the  first  assault  upon  die 
house.  They  had  not  ndtieed  his  departure ;  bad  they-  done  so. 
It  is  pro^Mkble  AM  diey  would  have  prevented  It ;  for,  though 
they  made  no  sort  of  calculations  upon  him,  in  respect  to  the 
fights  ibdy  knew  how  to  use  him  in  affairs  which  involved  no 
necessity  for  heroism.  Pete  knew  perfectly  well,  that  in  mere 
wilfulness  of  power,  they  would  have  detained  hln^  !f  onee  they 
mmpedteA  hitn  of  any  intention  to  depart.  He  modestly  kept 
kis  purpose  secret,  and  stole  off  while  they  wezie  pressing  fbr- 
wiird  to  dieir  severaHy-assigned  posts  fbr  the  aissatdt.  He  was 
taken  all  aback — confounded,  by  the  way— by  an  eneonnter 
•0  totally  unexpected'  with  ihe  outlaw,  whom,  dl  the  while,  he 
supposed  lo  be  safely  bpaced  up  in  the  basemtot  or  the  attic 
of  Sinclair's  house.  The  ordinary  terrors'  which  ^is  maa'a 
pretfenoeinspired  in  hi^  mind,  were  duly  hicreased  fcy  the  sod- 
den and  unaBticip4ted  meeting  with  hxm,  but  'still  mot%  hy  his 
fierce,  wild,  and  ghastly  aspect  His  fftoeaeemed  blotehed  and 
Uoa*ed,his  qres  were  Uoodsh9t,aBd  there  was  a  wsslflsh  fierce* 
nets  in  hit  ezpreasmn  that  denoted  a  great  Inci^elNW  of  his  mmai 
sarage  ferocity  of  will. 

'^  Bord  ha'  mercy  I  how  you  skemr'd  the'* 

Thf^  ether  grinned  horribfy  as  he  said  9*^ 

«€KtdowB»IVte." 

''GH  domiyleftMuuiil  What  nmst  I  get  dmvn  Ibr— ^whaTs 
yoo  gviine  «e  do  te  mef ' 

«*Gitdoiml  I  ftin't  a  ^«ine  to  but  y^u  I  only  wetili  tiM> 
heise." 
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"But  it's  my  koiw,  Dick." 

"  Never  mind  I  I  watits  hm:' 

**  But  you  ain't  a  gaine  t^  take  ay  critter  t" 

"Tea!    1  wust  bey' kim,  Pete.    Git  down." 

**  But,  Dick,  bow  kin  I,  wben  you  knows  I'm  a  lame  man, 
aiid  kain't  git  on,  no  bow,  witbout  a  critter.  I  kain't  do  eny 
mucb  travelling  a-foot" 

**  And  wbo  tbe  b— 1*8  more  lame  tban  me  t"  was  tbe  fierce 
answer  of  tbe  otber.  "  Don't  you  see  I'm  burnt  and  scalded  and 
blistered  up  from  bead  to  foot»  and  all  a-figbting  your  littles  t" 

"  Not  any  battles  of  mine,  Dick,"  replied  tbe  oth^.  "  Twas 
your  own  battles  all  the  time,  and  I  wasn't  to  bave  eny  of  tbe 
good  of  it,  I  know." 

**  WelU  it  don't  mucb  matter  eny  bow.  Tbar's  i^ot  mucb 
good  of  it  come  to  enybody,  and  ef  I  don't  overbaul  our  fellows 
and  bring  'em  off  at  once,  tbey  won't  make  tbe  smallest  sort  of 
moutbfol  for  St  Julien's  dn^oons.  So  git  down,  Pete,  and 
give  me  your  borse." 

"  Well,  but  leftenant^" 

"  Git  down,  I  tell  you." 

**  But  bow  kin  I  give  up  my  borse  1  I'm  sure,  leitcnant,  ef 
you  takes  bim  I'll  never  see  him  again.  Let  me  go  bome  quiet, 
Dick." 

"  Look  you,  Blodgit,  I  kain't  be  a  trifling  witb  you  one  min- 
ute of  waste  of  time.  Why,  to  be  sure,  ef  I  takes  bim,  you  stand 
a  mighty  fair  chance  of  never  seeing  bim  agin.  But  wbat  of 
that.  Do  yon  thihk  I  cares  wbat  your  loss  may  be,  wben  the 
needcessity  is  to  save  them  good  fellows  that's  in  danger  now 
from  St.  Julien's  troopers !     Git  down,  I  say." 

•*  I  kain't  give  up  my  critter,  Dick — 1  kain't !"  was  tbe  reply 
ef  Blodgit,  witb  an  unusual  show  of  determination,  for  him,  and 
be  jerked  the  bridle  of  bis  beast  as  be  spoke,  and  struck  bis  heels 
into  bis  flanks,  and  would  have  been  off  without  further  parley 
but  for  tbe  firm  grasp  which  the  outlaw  had  laid  upon  tbe  bridle. 

"  You  white  livered  lizard  !*'  roared  the  outlaw  j  "  and  while 
I'm  a  wasting  time  with  your  provications  and  prevarications, 
them  good  fellows  is  a  gitting  themselves  chopped  up  by  tbe 
dragoons !" 

Tbe  words  were  seconded  by  tbe  most  decided  action.    Tbe 
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beast  was  reined  back  upou  his  hauAclMS  is  Ibe  twkklitig  of 
an  eye,  and  Pete  Blodgit,  pulled  firob  M»  back  wkk  a  gripe  of 
iron,  fell  prone  upon  llie  eMb,  li«iaTily  as  a  bag  «f  aatid*  For 
a  moment  the  carving-^nife  of  DeNril  IKck  was  fl^orbhad  o^ver 
his  head. 

"Marcy,  Dick!  hev'  marey! 

"  You  mean-sperritted  skunk,  I*ve  hafo  a  mind  to  scalp  yoti 
where  yon  lies :  but  I  aiii't  got  tkne  for  it  But  jist  you  wait 
for  it,  tell  I  gits  back,  and  ef  I  don't  take  off  scnlp  and  ears,  it's 
bekalse  I've  got  religion  as  I  goea.  (3tire  me  your  blasted 
horn !     Quick  as  lightoiag." 

The  horti  -inm  delirered  to  the  outlaw ;  be  wound  it  Uirice,  a 
lively  strain  of  alarm,  then  mounted  the  beast -^  air  effort  that 
made  him  groan  pitifiilly,  4S  it  seemed  to  renew  all  the  agonies 
of  the  blazing  fire  at  his  back  and  ankles — but  he  was  capable 
of  the  effort,  though  he  groaned  under  it;  was  soon  in  the  saddle, 
and  away^ — back  at  faH  speed  oret  the  ground  which  Blodgit 
had  just  before  slowly  overcome.  At  intervals,  he  wound  his 
horn  as  he  rode ;  a  signal  meant  to  awaken  the  apprehensions 
of  his  associates,  and  draw  them  back  in  season  for  escape  from 
the  troopers  of  St.  Julien.  We  need  not  say  that,  nowise  en- 
couraged by  the  promises  held  out  to  him,  Blodgit  resolved  not 
to  wait  one  moment  for  the  outlaw's  return ;  but,  in  some  degree 
forgetting  hia  own  lameness,  he  gathered  himself  up  as  soon  as 
the  other  had  ridden  off,  and  took  his  way  down  ^e  wood  with  a 
decree  of  rapidity  which  would  have  been  highly  creditable  to 
an  ordinary  man  in  the  fcdl  possession  of  all  his  limbs  and  sinews. 

L^t  txs  return  to  the  Barony.  We  have  seen  that  Sinclair 
received  his  friend  St  Julien  at  the  entrance  of  the  mansion; 
but  he  did  not  then  suffer  him  to  alight 

**Don*t  dismount,  St.  Julien.  There's  work  for  us  yet 
Keep  your  saddle  and  put  your  men  on  the  alert  Ho !  these ; 
my  horse  !  We  have  beei  beleaguered.  Didn't  you  hear  the 
firing?" 

"N"©!  The  wind  was  from  us.  How  beleaguered?  By 
whom  t" 

'*I'll  tell  you  as  we  ride.  Meanwhile,  send  down  some 
tw^i^t}  men  through  the  avenue,  to  make  a  circuit  of  a  mile 
belox  and  dash  in  npon  yonder  wood*     The  outUwa,  some 
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lidf  It  ihttti  tir  more  #et^  ihete  htM  an  iMMir  ago.  Tkej 
are  irtfl  ittouixteA/  but  we  m^  crrethaol  tiiem.  We  will  take 
a  idiort  cM  bVer'tii^  f&AttfBf  asid  Mffte  al  fitam  dfaracAty  ki  ft^a&tr 
Mj  hotte!  niy  ftxma,  there P' 

"  Our  beasts  are  prettj  well  knodted  up,  Willie,^  was  tke 
answer. 

"OH!  tllcjr  will  do— they  will  do !  Bat  whetlMr  kaoeked 
up  or  not,  we  must  brash  tbat  wood  beftore  dark.  We  have 
bad  HeB-ibe  Dick  atid  his  gang  npon  as." 

''Ha !  I  thought  that  scoundrel  was  in  Iagleh«rd•^l  troop,  and 
up  the  conntijr.** 

"No  f  no  !  and  Ihglehardt's  tr6op  Is  not  tip  tlie  country,  I 
flmcy-^at  Mait,  Iharie  pretty  good  intelligettce  tbat  he  hhn- 
0^1f  is  scfmewher^  itbont  Orangebai^g.  Have  you  bad  any  ad>- 
venture  to-day  t" 

'^  Slashed  16  jtieciM  a  body  of  the  Taboos,  some  fbnrttoi  ia 
mtmber,  near  the  inill,  on  Hke  1V>ib^H^s,  only  a  few  milM 
below  'Bram's  Castle." 

"  Ha !  but  thev  had  not  found  him  out  t" 

''Not  that  we  know  ;  but  tbey  were  coming  out  of  the  swamp 
when  we  surprised  tbemw^ 

"And  Where's  'Branrl" 

"  He  wfll  be  her«  to-n%bt  wHb  yom"  luggage,  under  the 
charge  of  Gorporal  Orayson,  with  half  a-dozen  troopers." 

'*  You  got  all  tJrtr  papers.'^ 

"All!" 

There  was  some  other  conrersatSon,  unttil  the  horse  of  Sin- 
dab:'  wito  brongltt  obt,  att  properly  caparisoned  by  Benny  Bow- 
legs. That  faftbftil  fdlow  also  appeared,  soon  after  hfs  aaaster 
was  mounted,  astride  the  steed  which  had  been  taken  fVom 
"  Devil  Dick."  St.  Julien  looked  at  the  negro  doubtftdly,  but 
Sinclair  said,  "  Let  him  ride  with  us.  He  knows  the  wood,  and 
may  be  usefhl."  The  little  squad,  meanwhile,  had  been  de^ 
tacbed,  according  to  Sinclair's  orders,  and  had  already  passed 
through  the  avoiue,  into  the  main  road,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  circuit  and  taking  the  outlaws  in  the  rear.  In  a  few  moments 
more,  the  troop  of  St.  Jnliefa,  under  the  two  chiefs,  were  brecdt^ 
ing  through  the  fetice  behind  the  garden,  and  dadliag  (Voely 
iflto'Al&  wo^^  in  wMcb  the  outlawB  harbored. 
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The  tiia«  allowed  Dkk  of. Topb^  in  .wao^i^g  his  comnim 
ef  their  danger  wouhi  B^t  h^vB  been  We^uate  to  ihe  forpoao. 
if  th^  had  not  tbemflelTes  ta^ben  the  idaxpy  kng  before  the  ai- 
rival  of  St.  Julien.  He  met  them  on  the  reti;eat,  and  a  few  mo* 
mtnU  aafficed  for  explanation.? 

'*  We  draw'd  off/'  said  Sam  Brydone,  who,  in  the  absenoe  of 
]>iek,  had  taken  the  Qommand»  **  bekai^  we  seed  there  waa  no 
sort  of  use  trying  to  do  anything  before  nigh^" 

"  And  Where's  all  yonr  men*  You  got  Zeke  I^dgiers,  didn't 
you.    I  heeid  hi6  dogs." 

"  Yes,  we  got  him,  to  his  misfortin'.  Thar's  hia  dogs ;  but 
he  aint  fit  for  nothu^  better  than  dog's  meat  now.  He  got  a 
hurt  in  the  ^st  rush  we  made  to.git  ^hind  the  kitehenf  and  be 
aint  ffo  much  as  hollered  since.  Bill  Toland*  too»  he  eame  up 
with  Zeke,  and  he's  got  more  lead  in  his  swallow  than  he  could 
^uite  force  down.  Here^ji  Jack,  toor.got  scraped  by  a  handful 
of  buckshot,  I'm  a-thinking,  but  tain't  much.  Jt'a  jest  barkod 
liim  about  the  shoulders." 

"  And  whar's  Joe  B^t  t" 

«  He's  coming  on  behind*-^  slow  enough.  He's  got  to  walk 
his  critter  all  the  way,  since  he's  pretty  much  doubled  jup  with 
a  load  somewhere  about  his  hips,  and  has  to  Jie  doim  pretty 
much  on  his  horse.  £f  he  triea  to  trot  or  canter  he  fidla  into  a 
faint" 

"  Then  they  '11  take  him,  by  diunder»  and  that'a  ne^  to 
roping  him,  I'm  thinking." 

«<  'Twon't  take  much  to  iSpush  him." 

*'  Wellt  you  kain't  stop  for  him  or  anybody."  cried  Dick 
of  Tophet  "  £f  I  know  Willie  Sincliur,  hell  l^y'  that  troop 
of  St.  Julien's  scattered  about  these  woods  before  you  kin  aay 
Jack  Bobinson  1  ^  We  must  put  out  as  fast  as  any  four  legs  can 
go  it.  We've  got  the  heels  of  them,  and  can  keep  ahead  of  St. 
Julien,  ef  we  choose,  for  though  he  did  put  his  troop  into  a  trot, 
when  he  got  in  sight  of  the  Barony — jist,  I  suppose  to  show  off 
—yet  I  could  see  there  was  no  heart  in  the  legs  of  any  of  hia 
beasts  to  make  'em  willing.  We  must  ride  now,  ef  we  would 
be  able  to  have  a  feeling  for  a  hot  supper  anywhere  t<Haight." 

''  But  I  promised  to  go  slow  for  poor  Joe  Best" 

"  We  kain't  a£Fncd  it,  though  Jie  was  n  better  man  .than  msC" 
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growled  tb«  mti^  Dick,  with  a  soft  of  bnmor  tiiat  iq^onlane* 
9kaif  pretents  itielf  wli^e  a  person's  name  is  naturally  so  sug- 
gestiye.  "  Joe  mvst  tdka  bk  ehanee,'  and  we  mnst  use  oars.  I 
tell  you  we'ye  got  nothing  to  q»are.  We  must  go  at  a  gallopi 
ef  we  wonld  make  the  mer  fbr  enongh  below»  before  night 
comes.  Tbe  night  and  the  river  ^wamp  is  onr  hope  jnst  now. 
Joe  nnist  take  his  ehainees.  It's  a  part  of  tbe  contract  in  a 
■odnamage." 

Seoimilrels  are  always  selfish  of  neoeasity — sioee  it  is  in  sel- 
firiiliesathatBeoimdrelism  always  has  its  birth  J  and  the  roluo- 
tODoe  of  tbe  party  to  leave  their  wounded  eomrade  was  qniokly 
orercomeu 

**  But  whar's  Nelson  V*  demanded  Brydo«e,  looking  round 
the  party.    No  one  could  answer* 

"He's  missing r 

"Thiy^'s  a  sufficient  report  just  now.  £f  he  kaint  find  him- 
•elfr  be  kaint  blame  as  for  not  finding  him.  Spur  up»  boys— 
no  slop  for  thinking." 

"Are  yon  wounded  yourself,  Dickl  You  rides  as  ef  you 
was  hurt." 

**  Az  my  back  ?  Look  at  it,  and  then  drive  tbe  spur  harder 
thap  ever,  sence  that  ought  to  wain  you  what  may  happen  to 
you  all,  ef  you're  taken." 

*♦  H-U !  you  don't  say  they  roasted  you  !'*  cried  Brydone,  as 
he  saw  tbe  condition  of  the  other's  back  at  a  glance. 

"  On  rid-hot  coals,  bar9  of  red  iron*  and  a  blazing  fire  at 
hands  and  feet  I  Won't  I  hev'  my  revenge  for  it  all !  Spur 
ftp,  fellows.  I  mustn't  be  cotched  jest  yit.  I've  got  to  live 
fong  enough  to  roast  every  critter  in  that  Sinclay  Bairo^y  *-* 
the  corsed  infernal  baopystocrats  i" 

Let  us  leave  them  as  they  fiy  down  tbe  country  at  full  speedt 
and  obliquing  in  the  direction  of  the  Santee  swamp.  The  pur- 
suit was  hotly  commenced  by  Sinclair  and  St^  Ji^ien.  They 
divided  the  squadron^  and  scattered  themselves  over  the  wood. 
^aat  they  rode,  andCeur  they  rodier- that  is  to  sayr.as  Bast  and  as 
fkr  as  was  consistent  with  a  close  search,  and  the  jaded  condi^ 
\^  of  their  •hoorses.  The  squad  of  St.  Julien,  after  awhile,  fell 
in  with  the  wounded  outlaw,  Joe  Best  As  he  heard  their  ap- 
proaeb,  he  put  the  spurs  tp  his  horse  in  the  hope  to  make  off. 
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bat  tbe  first  plnnge  forward  of  tbe  steed  etfbjiBeted  faim  to 
mnch  Agonj,  tbat  he  drew  np  and  cbeoked  tke  beast  a 
denly.  The  mffian  felt  his  danger -^he  knew  his  fate.  Bh 
was  well  known  to  all  the  men  of  Marion,  andhehadbeienlong 
since  outlawed.  He  ^hrew  a  pistol  ft?om  his  holsters,  and  pre* 
pared  himself  for  the  ooming  up  of  his  pnrsaers.  When  theij 
drew  nigh,  he  Hired,  and  the  sw^rd^airm  of  a  commea  tiooperfd 
powerless  at  his  side,  jnst  as  he  was  abont  to  cut  die  nrffaoi 
down.  Bnt  he  eonld  not  escape.  Bftlf  a-ecof>e  ef  nien  were 
within  call  of  the  wounded  man,  amd  the  tepeift^lhepisHfl 
bronght  them  mp,  with<9t.  Jolkii  at  their  head.  At  tMs  moniefit, 
whether  becanse  of  his  pains  or  his  policy,  Joe  Best  dropped 
from  his  horse.  The  animal  was  canght  !n  a  moment— horses 
being  in  even  greater  demand  than  men,  among  the  southern 
partisans — and  Best  himself  was  secnred  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye.  A  conple  of  dragoons  dismonnted,  and  laid  hands  on  him. 
Ho  Bfted  the  emptied  pistol  with  a  feeble  arm,  and  his  eyes 
glared  savagely  npon  his  assailants.  It  was  evident  that  the 
loss  of  strength  implied  no  loss  of  sense  or  intelKgenee. 

"  Who  is  he  I    Do  you  know  him  V*  asked  8t  Jnlien. 

*<An  old  scamp,"  was  the  reply — **no  other  than  Joe 
Best,  who  burnt  Mother  Baldrick's  house,  and  carried  off  Hoi- 
man's  horses." 

'^Oloud!"  caHed  St.  Jnlien — and  as  the  trooper  so  called 
rode  up,  the  captain  said  :— **  search  him,  Oloud,  and  bring  to 
me  what  he  may  have  about  him.  Ton  know  what  to  do  with 
him.*' 

And  thus  speaking,  St.  Jnlien  rode  away,  followed  by  all 
but  Oloud  and  another.  These  remahied  with  the  wounded 
outlaw.  Oloud  had  dismounted.  He  now  ttncofled  a  dosen 
yards  of  the  rope  from  his  saddle,  and  approached  the  wounded 
man. 

**  What  are  you  guine  to  do  V*  demanded  Best,  ^  neednH  tie 
a  wounded  man  like  me.    I'm  your  prisoner." 

•*  We  don^  want  prisoners,*"  was  the  reply.  •*  Search  Iffan^ 
Parlor  r 

The  pockets  of  the  outlaw  were  soon  emptied,  bttt  they  re* 
vealed  little. 

'•  Have  you  anything  to  say !"  asked  Oloud. 
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''  To  say !  What  ihonld  I  say  V  replied  die  oadaw,  looking 
dabionsly. 

**  I  thought  you  might  have  some  confession  to  make  $  but  if 
you  haven't,  better  say  yonr  prayers,  quickly." 

**  My  prayers !  Why,  do  you  mean  to  kill  me  without  any 
t&ial  V*    The  prisoner's  voice  grew  husky. 

"You  have  been  tried  long  ago,  and  condemned.  Be  quick 
You're  to  die  now.  If  you  have  any  prayers  to  say,  the  sooner 
you  je^4ibwl)kithA  battrr." 

"  You're  in  aimest,  air  you  I"  demanded  the  outlaw. 

''Tes^    Hwetobe!    Say  your  prayersw^ 

**  I  kafat,  and  I  went !  Ef  I^m  to  hang,  why  I  kaint  helf 
it    Do  your  d— deft  r 

In  five  minutes  after,  the  miserable  wretok  was  wnsrtiUifitf 
ibiTerittg  from  a  swingmg  limb  ef  the  forest,  and  Olevd  aiid  hhi 
eompaaion  were  riding  hrisldy  off  to  Join  thcfb' eoinMdes. 
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CHAPTEB  XXI. 

A  1>A8H  OP  8BNTIMBNT  A8  PRBPABATtV»  mu  «OP>Pn. 

Thb  farther  pursuit  of  tbe.oatl^VB  was  Qosa^QMifaL  Nigbi 
lnidifaHfiQ*  kow^v^er,  6r0  the  hva^lfm  of  St  Julien  rooalled  the 
pnrsaing  party.  The  search  bad  sufficed*  at  aU  eventBt  t« 
«(pri  ^he  robbers  from  the  immediate  neighborhood:  and  this 
was  aU  4kAt  could  be  done  uuder  the  circumstances.  Had  the 
troop  of  St  Ju}ien  not  been  utterly  figged  out  by  a  long  day's 
hard  riding,  they  would  probably  have  destroyed  the  whole  of 
the  banditti.  They  were  all  well  mounted,  on  fleet  horses; 
and  in  this  particular  arm  of  the  service  the  Americans  had 
greatly  the  advantage  of  the  British.  There  was  no  finer  cav- 
alry in  the  world  than  that  of  the  partisans.  Their  prepon- 
derating strength,  in  this  respect,  was  the  secret  of  all  their 
successes. 

It  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden  of  the  Barony,  that  the 
officers  held  their  rendezvous,  and  that  the  several  reports  of 
their  lieutenants  were  made.  Here  they  found  the  bodies  of 
two  of  the  outlaws  who  had  been  slain,  one  by  the  pistol  of 
Benny  Bowlegs  behind  the  kitchen,  the  other  by  Willie  Sin- 
clair's buckshot,  from  the  dwelling.  The  two  victims  were 
Zeke  Bodgers  and  Bill  Toland.  They  were  both  quite  dead 
when  the  troopers  came  up,  and  were  hastily  buried  by  the 
negroes,  in  the  neighboring  woods.  The  robbers  had  thus  lost 
three  of  their  gang  slain  outright — no  small  assessment  upon 
their  small  capital  of  strength.  Besides  the  scorchings,  self- 
bestowed,  of  Dick  of  Tophet,  Jack  Halliday  had  been  sorely 
wounded,  and  Ben  Nelson  was  still  missing.  Whether  wound- 
ed or  not,  he  had  escaped  the  search  of  the  dragoons. 

"  We  can  do  nothing  more  to-night,  Peyre,"  said  the  major» 
*'  and  the  rest  of  these  rascals  will  be  beyond  pursuit  by  moni* 
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mg.  At  all  evenfts,  tbcrf  kaye  bad  a  iaite  of  iraiAle  mhkb  will 
make  tkem  Bomewbat  iMure  <^«iiaii0.  Let  110  nov  ^  to  the 
kmse,  and  see  lAer  some  ftifpev,  I  mpposa  your  Mlowa  bave 
as  a|»petite." 

'<  Are  all  well,  Siadair  T 

*<  All  bnt  my  £riber;  and  hid  font  leaves  bim  nerer  whoUj 
well.  Tbe  excitement  of  ibis  nfiair  ba«  mtber  helped  bim.  He 
aetnally  took  po8t  with  iword  and  pktol  at  one  of  Uie  entrances, 
with  all  tbe  eagemees  of  a  yonng  0<ddier  on  biifirsteampaign.'' 

"I  tske  fdr  granted,  8indair»  that  bis  Ims  for  me  baa  not 
undergone  any  great  increase." 

"No,  Peyre,"  answered  tbe  otbar,  wUh  4  lai«^-*-''ha  atill 
bolds  both  of  ns'  as  aebels  to  bis  soT^eign*  This  ofte  ol^eetion 
waiyed,  and,  I  fancy,  there  is  no  other  BM»re  aerions  ofitoce  in 
either  of  ns.  And«  for  onr  objects,  we  most  wait  enrants,  and 
besir  owrselFiSs  patiently.  Yon  msy  fisid  bim  qneniloas  and 
eold,  Peyre,  bnt  for  mj  sake,  do  not  notice  anjrtbing  of  tlie 
sort.    He  is  old,  resnealber,  a  bigoted  loyaliat,  and*-'* 

"  Nay,  Sinclair,  it  needs  not !  I  am  quite  well  lawase  of 
what  is  dne  to  him*  by  way  of  allowance ;  and  for  her  sake,  if 
not  yonrs  and  my  own,  I  9hall  be  eyen  submissive.  Yon  know 
I  am  very  meek  of  temper.'' 

*'Qf  manner,  at  all  ev^ts,  P^re,  and  that  is  all  tibbat  is 
needed  in  this  ease.  But  give  your  orders.  Let  your  men 
bivouac  along  the  avenue,  or«  if  you  please,  on  tbe  edge  of  the 
wood." 

We  need  not  aote  the  dispodtion  of  the  troop,  bnt  will  aceom 
pany  the  two  o4ioers  to  tbe  dwellhig.  Here  they  found  every 
room  idigbt.  The  parlor  was  ready  for  tbe  reception,  of  com- 
pany, and  the  servants  were  busy  in  spreading  a  double  table 
ii\  the  supper-room.  Colonel  Sinclair  bad  had  bimself  wheeled 
into  the  parlor,  and  sat  in  state  Wonting  the  entrance^  with  his 
favorite  leg  resting  upon  a  cushioned  stool.  Lottie  was  playing 
in  the  piazza,  and  eagerly  looking  out  for  tbe  approach  of  the 
dragoons,  their  returning  bugles  having  heen  heard  some  time 
before.  Carrie,  meanwhile,  was  in  her  chamber,  making  cer- 
tain preparations  wbidi  showed  her  not  more  unmindful  than 
any  other  of  her  sex,  in  respect  to  the  appearance  which  she 
should  make  b^ora  her  guests,  one  of  wbom,  we  are  to  r«nem* 


b^,  wm  her  Im^.  Tbo^gh  ^e  o#  Hb^'WmMki^i,  leMT 
oo^eHisAi*  leasl  TAin,  «f  i^  the  dfeunMh  of  6tLf  aequdiitiuiM'^ 
at)d«t  rio  tline  v^rf  sciH^ttcmB  abcM  {lercMflil  ffto^hiy^-^yel^  o» 
this  occasion,  Garry  was  somewhat  hard  to  please  in  tb^  mij^i^ 
ment  of  her  toilet.  When  she  did  appftUt^  ft  ^as  itf ^eiy  flitojile 
fashion,  it  1»  tme  ?  in  a  ligM  tohe  of  Mne,  rakable  for  tnidsnin- 
mer,  herhahr  arranged',  as  was  ^en  the  style,  in  tfesnes  tennis 
natm^  iu  -ringlets  on  her  iG^nlder,  and  a  sin^e  #hite  flenref^ 
resting  u^^  her  boeom.  She  -wmi^  vet^  krvely  hit  ihh  ffhnpte 
habit,  whieh  etiited  her  sfylef  0i  beauty  ejtfteUy-^aM^,  w<^l- 
formed  Saxon  face,  with  soft  brown  h«ir,  a  eempleeridB  of  Mt' 
liant  whttB-atild  i^«b  lavger  deep  b)M  eyes,  ttitd  an  eitger  btitfy- 
atit  expi^sslett  at  connteaitnce  sbowfti^  a  fr«flk  nMiir^^  aid  a 
generone^  impnklve  iponl. 

The  old  TiMA  Wm  impatient  of  her  ddtay.  He  ebrijetftnteii 
whAt  engaged  her  in  beir  dtaAiber  so  Iottg,MBiM  if^  dMded  hi 
his'  bmno^s  \^  respect  to  hei^  snppdied  einpYoyment.  Mo  oM 
had  more  pride  in  hw  daughter  than  06toiie3  Bine1ai)r^no  en« 
could  mere  hatve  desired  that  she  sbonld  app^at  to  adtmtkage 
-^and  had  the  exfpeeted  goests  been  Lord  ItuMrdon  tend  biff 
suite,  the  imperiona  biaron  wotdd  bsh^e  instated  Ape^  idl  pH>pef 
feminine  preparations.  Bat  he  was  not  so  i^ll'  pteMed  to  tbiliM 
that  idl  her  painstaking' was  to  be  Mi'iisCed  <^  the  eyes  of  a  tebel- 
captain  and  hib  troop—^that  captain  bekg,  as  he  phbMed  it>tiie 
son  of  one  of  **  those  freg-eating  Frenohmen  of  Oi^at«n  tooMy  1** 
Knowing  that  St  Julien  had  a  penchant  for  his  daughter -^ibr 
there  is  a  paet  histoiy  of  their  intiknacy  #b$ell  Vre  ttnuit  le&ve 
our  reader  to  gather  Arom  the  context  ^^and^hAlffNiHnfig  sM^ 
suspecting  that  Oattle  rather  ft&voted  thM  'discouraged  the  ad^ 
dreedes  of  the  young  matf,  and  that  Willie  SiAclnit*  had  been  bit 
fast  friend  atwrnys,  any  preparation  of  his  daught^fr,  fOt  the  re^ 
ception  of  the  unwekome  guest,  woi^  have  been  thought  too 
great  an  expenditure  of  consideration  upon  hhn.  Not  that  oM 
Sinclair  knew  anything  unfavorable  of  Peyre  St.  Julien.  On 
the  contrary,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  a  maa 
of  honor,  as  he  was  known  to  be  a  gentleman.  But  he  was  a 
rebel ;  and  that  was  a  sufficient  reason  at  a  moment,  oertldnly, 
when  rebellion  waa  supposed  not  to  be  a  tl^ving  entM prise, 
and  ^  eld  mam  etiteitabied,  be^rfd<»,  a  bearty  old  EngMll 
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pMfdIim,  thni  set  nQuooMiaii  Jn  id^  eoiui4ty>>  ii^^uifll  «&  'Of 
Odlic  Mrigtft.  If  iHk  SiMkir  kad  iQ«0e  tOmm  oMe  b»ttM  this 
{»«(fiidiee  in  bdudf  of  liit  firiencl ;  bat  BOti  indeedj  with  any  ]?ef- 
erence  to  the  desires  of  the  latter  for  the  hand  of  his  sist^. 
He  veil  kntm  that  4he  time  waa  nat  yet  cone  foi  the  disengsion 
of  this  object,  and  that  nothing  certainlf  «o«ld  be  eft^cted  in 
behalf  of  his  friend's  snit  whfler  the  avient  of  thfr  war  was  doubt- 

•"Bat^"  as  be  said  to  M.  Jnlkn,  ''as  marmge  jiuit  feieflr  wt«M 
be  totally  o«t  of  ikO'  qmestxi^n,  ihare  is  no  need  thai  wa  should 
be  preeijj^leb  Wa  nasi  both  wait,  Peyrav  far  a  calaier  saMm« 
War  leaves  no  of^ortanlty,  and  hot  little  tiaie.for  loine  f' 

And,  to  tfafs  suggestion,  Payse  Bt  Jidms  asasatsd.  He  was 
a  lover,  and  a  fond  one ;  bnt  he  was  one  of  those  men  whose 
Hia^ves  ara  only  atcaagAanad  by  May;  wIi^qi  oppoeilion 
only  arms  with  determination,  and  wl»a0rarsii8er4haBMe)v0s 
to  lose  a  game^  by  the  preaipitaia  dasira  iar  its  profits.  Besides, 
he  had  his  sacafMas,-aB4  it»  tipeaalay  a  eeatehi  amount  of  e^i* 
aidalion.  Oartia  SiMlak's  ayes  had  aMwiaaed  to  Us  owa  soffir 
ciently ;  and  ha  k»aw  enangh  of  Imt  aMUknra  to  know  thai  she 
was  as  Bafta  aiMl  Senaelons  of  ehaiaeter,  as  she  wasftaak  and 
generons  of  sold.  His  oonfidenoe  in  iuir  fiuth,  thsnfh  4ealaiad 
only  by  her -a|Ees,left  hiss  injK)  appraheosioa.af  any  aapribioas 
ehange  in  her  sympadnes. 

At  lettgthythe  troop  filing  into  the  avanaemade  th^  sj^aai^ 
aaee^ 

•^Km^  th^yvscaae,  papal  Hen  ^faqr  ommV  acbd  Lottie. 
^ Look  iriial  handsome  hoiaea!  Sea  how  ikay  ridel  And 
Ima  aMnea  Bobbsv  WimeaMdOaptain  Peyral" 

Attd  Act  K«de  girl  daaoed  and  eiapped  has  ha&ds^  aftdiiRiiJbo 
and  fHs  betw^eea  parlor  and  piaaaa^^natii  iha  tsm  afficMos  were 
seen  aseenttng  iha  steps.  Than  sha  dartad  out,  aadvsaon 
sliared  in  the  caresses  ^  boA  attematelyy  St.  JaUan  bringing 
lier  faito  the  parlor  atk  Ms  siionlder.  He  set  her  dotpai^a«iti|r 
wRh  a  kiss,  approached  the  eolood,  and,  having  re^eatftdly, 
be  offered  him  his  hatvi  in  aiianoe. 

The  other  tooik  it  eivilly,  a«|t  cocdialiy,  as  he  Said  .*-^ 

*'GMiio099ymi^w;  i^towemfm.  Tari aame seasona* 
Mf  to  imr  Mliafr4naay  4haaiu,  air»  nuuiy  thanks  ^theiigjb,  I 
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tancff,  them  tnats^h  of  banditti  had  dradj,  reoiiT^  m  iuBcwHi 
dresskrg  at  ouf  bftttte  to  soake  dMn  A%tt  oC  In  &et  tbej 
were  gone — in  foil  retreat,  «ir-^bef»re  jou  made  your  appear* 
ance." 

^  They  had  eertainlj  no  motive  to  remain,  sir,"  waa  the  quiet 
and  gentlemanly  reply  of  St.  Jnlien* 

'<  Ay,"  cried  Willie  Sinckiff,  <*<ibey  got  more  than  they  came 
for ;  t^'o  men  slain  outright,  and  others  no  doubt  wounded,  th^ 
paid  heattiy  for  their  enterprise.  Bvl  tbeic  Ym:y  loflsea  ware 
calculated  to  atianilate  their  fevecify.  What  J  dreaded  iraa  tha 
approach  of  night,  when  thay  coold h«re made  arosbL  ii§^  U4 
(torn  all  the  points  of  the  ecmiipasa  at  tha  sapae  moment,  and 
when  our  &re  eo«U  hare  had  bat  little  efiaet  in  pnaventii^g  their 
apptoaefa/^ 

"But  wiiat  had  we  to  Isar  from  a  haadrta-lMlnd  ocwtest*  witl| 
flfly  negroes  in  die  iMuw  1^' 

^  Oh !  I  do  not  doubt,  sir^  dut  we  fl^onld  have  beaten  tb^ 
rascals  ofF-^bntohered  diem  aU,pevhaps<^^nay>  I'm  pretty  foce 
we  should  have  done  so«t-bnt  I^oenf^  thak  the  mare  viotovy 
over  such  rapscallions^  at  die  expense  of  aaty  pi^eoioas  lives- 
nay,  at  the  cost  of  one  ^r  vegio  in  the  oenflSiei^— hdd .  forth 
bat  little  temptation  in  my  eyea.  I  «joiee.  thai  the  cemii^  of 
St.  Jnlien  has  gvvan  us  seoority  agaimt  tfiis  danger^'' 

**  So  it  has !"  exclaimed  Golonel  Sindidvf^hia  swie^^^  justice 
pretaiHng — *«so  it  has,  Mr.  St  Julian"— he  eonU  not  bring 
himself  to  accord  the  military  title  to  a  rebel  captain— '^  and  I 
thank  yoa,sir,f<nryeprpgoBonca.  lamfpladtoaeeyanbereisir." 

This  was  said  rather  stiffly ;  hoA.  it  was  honestly  aaid^  Qnr 
baron  was  a  man  of  projndioes,  b«t,  |^#  hun  breatbing-tiact 
and  hiseanseientiensness  alwaya  pievailad.over.  hia  pr^ndic^s. 

At  tiiis  moment  OarrfiaBiiiclaira]ipeare4i*  ThegnastsQS0.t^ 
meet  iMr.  Their  hands  met  In  those  days,  the  lady  of  the 
house  always  gave  her  hand  to  the  visiter  when  he  was  of  the 
tame  rank*  In  all  other  caaes  she  siaiply  bowed^  and  in  sneh  9l 
tray  as  to  discourage  any  doaar  approach*  The  c^kse  is  aome- 
iirhat  altered  now,  and  the  discrimination  between  the  twe 
ilasses,  tiiough  still,  in  most  respects,  obaex^ed  in  the  cities,  is 
apt  to  be  overlooked  In  the  eoontiy.  We  ;we  sony  for  it  The 
ditttttetien  Is- a  jftopwt  one,  where  ladies  are  ooAcecned.    Th0 
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fabare  to  o!w«rv^  it,  U  apt  td  enoomrage  the  ufcrkt  to  afiflva*; 
tions  which  end  only  in  his  mortffiMtion. 

Cbloiiel  e^ekir^s  eye*  watobed  ito  Meeting  of  tbfl  p^r^s 
with  some  interest  Bat  he  saw  notkiiig  to  oflfond  bini.  Tb0 
manner  of  St.  dfuHen tra*  «akn  «nd  te^peefeM-^ttay^-toeiiiifigly 
told.  Th«it  of  Ontyfe  waa  easy,  edf-poMOMecl,  attd  ^mit^t,  aad 
she  seated  herself  tieai^  ker  hrotber.  Okie  iToid  in  reepeot  i» 
the  j^rsonalappeiu^atioe  of  St.  JnHea.  He  wat  of  middle  size 
for  our  eotintry— ^some'  i*v«  feel  eigiit  ischaa  high,  ireU  naader 
bat  sfender,  of  good  masete,  of  lithe  ftane,  and  yigorous  mu^olcu 
His  fkce  war  {»ale,  his  eye  black,  laige,  and  vigilanty  has  hair 
of  the  same  eolor,  worn  ]ong»  pxol>ably  asmneh  beoause  of  the 
want  of  a  barber,  as  his  own  taste.  It  haag  down  upon  bia 
back,  and  was  soft  and  fine ;  hie  noae  was  aqaflbe,  his  Hiontb 
we)!'  Amned,  and  showiag  revy  white  teeth.  Hia  brew  waa 
Votty  and  fttll,  the  eyebrdwa  bla^k  and  thiek  Hia  air  tas  that 
of  a  well-bred  gentleman,  very  quiet,  simple,  and  anobtEOSjiye, 
Iyi  a  word,  he  wm  one  of  thoee  happy  tempevameots  f^A«a»  you 
never  take  hy  surprise.  Yet  ha  was  a  man  of  warm  feeliiig9»and . 
ereil  violent  passioiiB. 

"*  Yoa  have  ridden  iar  tchday^  Mr.  St  Jidien.." 

"Bome'  foity-fonr  miles,  sir ;  but  oar  troop  would  not  have  ao 
mneh  felt  tMe  ride,  had  it  not  been  for  a  little  bxusb  with  * 
body  of  Yahoos,  near  the  FotirTfiole&" 

"  I  hope  yon  demolished'  Ihoee  wrdbebes  utterly.'* 
'  «'WedidsometWngtowar4it,siri" 

There  wae  a  paaie.    At  lei^th  &e  Teteran  neinmed  :•— 

"  I  do  not  kno^  what  the  peaeeable  inblJbitanta  ^  4be  covn 
try  are  to  do,  with  these  sqaads  of  banditti  roaming  about  the 
forests.  Kebody  is  seeure.  Theit  oltjeet  is  plunder  only. 
This  wretebed  rebdllon  has  deprired  us  of  all  onr  securitiea" 

This  was  an  ungenerous  speech,  considering  who  were  his 
guests.  It  was^  however,  by  no  means  a  deliberate  offence*  on 
the  part  of  our  loyidist  btttm.  It  was  simply  his  ordinary 
reieetion.  A  slight  smile  on  the  lips  of  St.  Julien,  found  its 
interpretation  from  the  tongue  of  Willie  Sinclair,  who  said 
ifi^idily:-- 

"  It  so  happens,  father,  that  all  these  rascals,  ScophiUtes,  Yfu 
hoos,  foragers,  tones,  My  wbatevieff  name  they  may  be  cfUed, 
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«fle«&i]ithelBitag'tc<m«Mi0ii«   Tbe^attiAdn^wiA  joumI^ 
to  be  busy  in  the  work  of  pstting  ctoim  TebeOioiL" 

''Welltiir^doeeit  main  ttytliiiif  i^pMiuit  tlw  axtfhofitsr  tikat 
A%  agent  ihooU  abase  tfce  tnul  r 

^'Yee*  ihv  wken  tbe  aathoAy  kaewa  pediMlj  Urn  mt  of 
agent  wMch  fl  cheoiet>  7%e  SeoptuUtes  i«d  Taboei^  air*  irare 
BOtoriotts  long  befbre  die  beginmag  of  tbia  war/' 

''Well,  fir,  eren  allawii^f  thh  to  be faite  tme»  j^  in  a  re- 
b^ion  sneb  as  tbia,  wfaidi  finAi  a  wboU  peofde  imgEateftil,  I 
bold  ibat  tbe  king  baa  a  perfoet  right  to  anbridiae  any  ageDt.'* 

**  If  I  concede  what  jon  cUte,  mj  dear  fatber-p-^wbieb  I  do 
not— ^t  neeeMarttjr  follows  that  nobody  baaa  right  to  eomj^ain 
that  the  raaeat,  e»d«wed  with  a  tmat,  eotitiBQea  to  be  a  raaaal, 
in  spite  of  tbe  king's  eomnussien.  Yon,  in  particnlar,  who  pro- 
fess to  bcAieve  that  George  of  Bngland  eaa  do  no  wrongs  nrast 
4iiiet  M  those  mnnanrs  wbiab  lesent  the  oirililiea  of  G^i^a'a 
agentsi** 

'*  Mr,  I  win  be  olMged  to  yon  if  yon  will  apeak  in  more  re- 
spectM  langoage  of  ear  king/'     • 

"No  king  of  mine,  sir; — bnt  I.am  willing  to  defer  to  yo«r 
wbhes.  I  wish  to  speak  of  him  as  little  as  possible*  and  wonld 
you  safer  it,  i^,  sbenid  giadfy^  forbear  tbia  dasa  of  sulyeeta.  I 
fnd  it  more  pleasant  to  tbink  <tf  the  good  ebeer  I  had  to-day. 
What  had  you  for  dinner  to^di^,  8t  JnUen  f" 

''  Hope  of  supper  to-nigbt,  waQoiJ' 

«*What!  no  dinner,  Mr.  8t.  JnMenf"  oted  the  old  man. 
*'  Oarrie,  do  see  that  supper  is  hot  a'  m^meafe  delayed.  Sii^  yon 
shall  have  shipper,  w4th  as  heai^  a  wideoihe  aa  if  yon  were  not 
a  rebel.** 

•*  My  stomach  is  a  loyal  one;  at  least,  colonel,^'  wis  tbe  qniet 
reply  of  8t.  Jnlien.    Oaivie  l^clair  had  disappearaid. 

Not  to  talk  of  tbe  war  was  searcdy  possible.  There  was  no 
other  topic.  Tbe  necessity  of  running  into  it  was  nnitvoidaUa» 
and,  with  the  best  inteutiom  of  ferbearanee  in  the  wMdd,  our 
baron  soon  after  fbund  himself  ta&kg  of  Lord  Rawdon  and 
Lord  Edward  FitageraM. 

"  Have  you  met  with  Lord  Edward,  Mr.  Bt  Julian  t"  ] 
of  4iiff  gnestL 

"*!  hm>t  1101  liMft  %ba«%ene«i  ealonelV' 
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'^  Yon  will  Wcteygiitei  with  bini.  He  b&fiiie  looking  Mow 
iarkly  handsome,  witb  fine  eyes^  and  a  peculiar  oiovtli.  He  is 
arneUe as hamboue,  nr ;  «Tavy  noble  ^ow;  all  aadoar  and 
ira^pnliie,  and  ea^bto  of  the  Tevy  IngiieBt  karotnu  1  riionld  be 
aoi^  tkaife  }Hm  dioilU  meet  aa  enemies  Mr.  Sl  J«dien«-*" 

"*  And  wiiyt  mpf  tenanded  Wiiiie  Sinelalr,  witk  sdme  Uitle 
piqne.  '*  l,fcir  cne,  aa  the  fnemi  of  Peyre  St  Jnlien  wanU 
have  no  dtead  oi  the  reai^  in  an  eneocwter." 

Thia  apeech  tangfat  the  vetetan  the  deobtfbl  charaeler  of  hia 
own  remarV 

''  Oh  !  Mr.  St.  Jlrfien^  I  did  not  mean  that;  I  hare  no  doubt 
you  would  d#  yonr  Antj^  air ;  and  I  am  fkr  from  yei^nring  an 
opinion  aa  to  the  result  of  a  conflict  between  jon." 

^  I  take  that  fbr  granted,  Oel.  Sinalair/* 

**  Sir,  you  only  do  me  juatice.  But  I  wUl  say  no  move*  It 
aeemtf  iQi))oiiibl0  to  ebenpe  a  bhuidev,  Ae  moment  we  happen  to 
speak  of  any  of  ^e  piUrtiea  in  this  aecuraed  war.  Sir,  will  yon 
not- agree  wilkme  td  damn  this  wart  I  say,  sir-— damn  this 
war!  Thia  moat  abomhMble,  nnnatairal  wav^  which  will  not 
suffer  a*  gentleman  la  declare  hia  heneat  natnfal  aenMmenta 
Sk — ^Mr.  Jklien>  be  pteased  to  say  damn  thia  war/' 

'*  With  great-  pleasure,  CoL  Sinclair— *damn  thia  war !'' 

**  And  I  e<^o  the  sentunent,"  cried  WiHie^^^*"  D~n  this  war  I 
— let  me  add,  sir,  an  amen&ient— ^"  tohi8fiither,^^''andd<»~n 
^e  inventors  of  itl"^ 

**  And  who  do  yt>H  eall  the  inrentors  of  it^  sir  V*  demanded 
the  old  man  sharply. 

**•  Air !  sir  9  into  that  queatf  on  we  need  not  inquire*  Yott  will 
have  one  notion,  I  akiother.  It  matters  net,  sit,  who  is  lighf^ 
■  ■  the  war  being  unnatural  and  abonMuaUe,  I  ask  of  you  to 
say — d— n  the  inventors  of  it  f  * 

*'  Well,  sir,  I  do,  believing  them  to  be  your  infeimal  Cooigross 


**  No  more,  sir,  you  have  already  said  a  syllable  or  two  toe 
much.  You  old  gentlemen  presume  a  little  upon  your  years  to 
be  a*talking»  sir ;  yon  know  not  when  to  stop.  I  wiE  not  imitate 
you,  since  my  purpose  is  not  to  provoke  an  interminable  dia<- 
pute.  The  moment  ^t  genttomeA  leAm  the  fttot  that  epUiions 
among  Ae  pAartyaredliMiMMrieafiy  of^^aiteoii  oneisahjeelyVthey 


2t9  TBS  FOa^TIBB. 

have,  but  •Be  mle*  and  iliat  is  to  refmia,  mdesa  tlMir  ol^ect  is  ic 
proToke  a  quanrel*  Now  sir,  jour  object  is  not  to  provoke  « 
quarrel,  sinoe  I  am  yonr  soi^and  caiinetfigk4y»«»aiidGapt.8i. 
Julien  being  jonr  gaest,  you  oan-net  fight  him.  We  must  acoerd* 
ingly  steer  deaas  of  politics,  and,  hjr  tbe  way^  siri  talking  of  Sir 
Edwaxd  Fitigerald,  did  he  tell  joa»  sir,  thatke  is  engaged  to  be 
married  to  aMiss  Sandfbrd,  a  lady  of  great beaatj  and  wit,  with 
whom  he  so  flirted,  just  before  codniag  to  America,  at  the  castle  of 
ZiOrd  Shannon,  that,  the  story,  goes  in  Oharleston,  she  is  about 
to  follow  him  to  this  country  !*' 

The  colonel  raised  his  eyebrows  in  conatetoation, 

'* Engaged!  Impossible!  How  i^ould  you  kmoir  what  is 
the  talk  in  Charleston." 

"  I  ought  to  know.  I  hare  been  in  that  goodly  ckf  within 
the  last  few  days  r 

<^Hal  there  is  tveaehery  at  work  then!  Say,  sir,  by  wboaa 
were  yon  sheltered  there,  and  what  was  ypur  ol^ectt" 

**  My  object  is  bciefly  told*  I  wished  to  select  house  and 
grounds  far  my  summer  reaidenoe,  after  the  evacuation,  and 
they  can  be  procured  at  small  cost  when  that  event  occurs.  I 
wished  to  put  my  agent  on  the  alert,  so  that  I  may  not  lose  the 
season.  As  to  the  person  who  sheltered  me,^I  have  only  to 
say  it  was  a  fair  lady ;  gallantry  can  coi^cede  no  more*  and 
courtesy  will  not  adL  so  muck  In  refsird  to  the  treachery,  air, 
do  you  not  see  that  any  talk  on  this  hand  will  bring  us  back  to 
the  forbidden  subject.  In  your  loyalty*  sir,  you  must  pot  kee 
sight  of  what  is  due  to  the  gentleman." 

**  Bid  you  ever  hear  such  an  impertinent  son,  Mr,  St  Julien  ? 
But  he  Is  light,  after  a  fashion  of  bis  own.  I  am  toooldasnl^eQl 
of  the  king,  Mr.  St  Julien,  not  to  forget,  in  my  seal,  som'etimeSi 
what  is  due  to  the  company.  Fray  pardon  it.  In  respect  to 
Lord  Edward  Fitagerald,  my  son,  I  don't  believe  a  word  of 
your  report  I  fancy  it  is  a  fabrication  of  your  own,  and  thft 
you  have  not  been  in  Oharleston." 

"  Ay,  but  I  have,  sir." 

''Why,  sir,  do  you  not  know  that  you  incur  the  pezil  of  the 
gaUom." 

<<  I  am  not  alime,  sir;  the  tbiog  is  frequent" 

•<  Yen  are  bold,  air.    But  of  tins  mii^  of  Ixurd  JBdfmrdJ' 
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•"liii  the  report.  The  fact  n,  feir,  that  the  go««l  Mten  of 
Charleston  speal  of  Lon)  Edward  a«  something  of  a  iirt — a 
jourf^  cavalier  of  very  flesihle  affections— who  inds  a  new 
flame  wherever  he  goea." 

•*  What  a  slander !  The  young  man,  when  here,  seemed  ra- 
ther dcmnre  than  otherwise.  I  confess  he  was  very  attentive 
to  Oarrie,  bnt  withmit  any  seemmg  purpose  of  display.  Ha 
was—" 

**  My  dear  father,  in  lore,  and  fiishfon,  and  gi^antvy,  and  dk 
play,  everything  has  undergone  a  change  since  y^ur  time. — " 

At  this  moment  Oarrie  re^^entered  the  room.  Her  apjiear* 
ance  probably  suggested  to  the  m^jor  of  dragoons  a  portioB  of 
what  he  should  say. 

*«  Then,"  he  continued,  •*  if  yon  happened  to  be  in  attendanoe 
upon  a  fkir  damsel,  and  a  musical  instrument  of  any  sett  hap^ 
p^niid  to  be  at  hand,  yon  were  expected  to  solieit  h«r  to  pii^y ; 
it  was  one  part  of  the  code  of  courtesy  thiit  you  should  escort 
her  to  the  instrument,  her  finger-tips  in  yours,  you  bowing  half 
to  the  ground,  she  smiling  to  the  skies  all  the  way  as  yon  went; 
and  when  you  seated  her  you  bowed  agadn  to  the  groond,  your 
dlsengageci  hand  upon  your  enthralled  heart,  and  she  still  smi> 
ling  as  graciously  as  if  acknowledging  the  laiA  of  mortal  fttv^rab 
Then,  as  she  played  and  sang,  you  stood  behind  or  beside  het 
chair,  and  fell,  or  rode  into  raptures  at  et*ery  stave,  until  at  the 
close  you  cried — '  Oh  f  what  divine  enchanting  raviriiments  1*^ 
and,  with  a  deep-drawn  sigh,  such  as  an  air-pump  might  utter 
as  It  sucks  away  the  last  breath  from  an  exhausted  rdoelvi^n 
yo\i  again  took  the  hidy*B  tips  betweian  yours,  and  with  loalttal 
smdes  and  bows  esoorh^  her  back  to  her  Ibrmev  plaee.'* 

^Pappyl  yon  don't  mean  to  say  that  I  ev«r  pxmMtied  asiy  of 
this  ridiculous  sort  of  behavior  t'* 

•'No  doubt  <rf  ft,  sif,'  wbon  your  jokits  were  a  trifle  more 
flexible  than  now.  But  such  was  the  behavior,  and,  absurdly 
tender  and  impressive  as  it  was,  it  nerer,  in  those  days,was  held 
to  bind  either  of  the  parties  thus  playing  the  fbol,  in  any  mortal 
dr  sj^iritual  engagements.  But  the  case  is  altered  now,  and  even 
you,  ar^— "  to  the  father— •♦even  you,  sir,  are  evidently  dig^- 
posed  to  subscribe  to  the  prevallfasg  notion  that  when  a  block' 
head  behaves  aftl^r  this  fiwhion,  there's  something  in  it" 
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*^Mamf  iMff-^wlMit  iwan  70ir-r.  I  b^Imve  in  «uch  iMiuieiiMf 

"B«tt  il  ia  •▼idfiBt  jou  cb,  ^,  wlMtever  joa  mi^  tkink; 
Cm  loek  yoft,  h«fe  come  mj  Lord  Bawdon  and  mj  Lord  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald;  and  the  younger  of  these  two  scapegrace 
Lrisk  lords,  plays  eooitier  to  my  sister  Oarrie,  and  by  her  finger 
tips  he  eoHdnots  her  to  the  harpsichordi  and  she  sings  for  him 
and  plays  for  him,  ajad  he  stands  over  her  all  the  while  looking 
his  raptures  up  at  the  ceiling,  and  thrusting  his  hands  into  his 
hair,  and  si^^iing  sentimentally^  ^d  ia|)lo|ring  in  subdnedtcmes 
fo)r  i*  one  more  di^uie  soog  f^m  these  diyioe  Ups,"— ^playing 
the  fSsf^ish  sentftmentaliet  as  theyoong  fbplii^  of  the  time  of 
Charles  the  rfieeond  used  to  doi  your  Sedleys  and  Bochesten 
and  Ethereges,  Savilles,  and  Lovells ;  and  you  jump  hieadlong 
to  the  eonckision  that  all  this  is  Iotb— that  our  poprmstie  sitter 
has  made  a  eonquest  of  a  lord,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  and 
year  dream  now  is  of  enooUung  the  family*— baving  a  lord  in 
tt,  and  probdbly  seeing  beforeyou die        " 

The  baron  stteneed  hkn  wHh  n  roar. 

«'  Zoimds,  sir,  do  you  hdd  me  to  be  a  fi>ol !" 

'^By  BO  means,  sir,  but  tibe  wisest  man  is  hardly  -wise  when 
his  poonliar  weakness  is  luMaSed.  liTow,  you  are  a  bom  acisto- 
ttmt,  and  bodi  of  these  Irish  lords  see  the  wny  to  year  syn^pa- 
thies.  They  have  flattered  you  by  attentions  which  yon  sup- 
pose to  be  peculiar,  and  what  would  be  a  eommonplaoe  civility 
in  a  eonrt,  you  find  to  be  a  special  eommittal  in  a  wild  country 
like  oidfs.  And  you  are  filling  my  poor  little  sister's  head  with 
all  #octs  of  notions  of  conquest,  un^  she  too  begins  to  think  of 
GMreign  eooqitost,  and  of  stars  aod  garters,  and  of  a  prefentation 
at  court,  and  heaven  knows  what  be6idee»  kk  the  shapa  of  Ugh 
•ociety^,  staie»  and  grand  ostaWishaftenln,  mtrng  tha  British 
nobility." 

**  New,  Mr.  At.  Jdien»"  oaLclaimed  the  old  man,  stifli^  hts 
anger,  and  striving  to  respond  in  the  same  quissioal  hnmor  wU 
Ua  son-*''  would  not  anybody  suppose  from  tbis  pnppy'a  non» 
aense^  so  seriously  stated,  that  thore  was  some  truth  in  all  this 
statement ;  thitt  I  had  really  been  playing  the  fool  with  these 
Irish  lords,  and  that  my  head  was  renUy  tnrned  w^tk  their 
alstentions  ?  And  all  his  invention  conies  firom  tlie  rfm^e  alata* 
ment  which  I  made  him,  thnt  they  had  been  faere»  and^ont  a 
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nigb^iwUi  me.  A84ibr]iiy«4bngfaten  sir*!  8C(B  no  t^mmuwkf. 
s1»8ho«ld  be  flatUre4  by  any  nan'*  atteotkniQ,  ot  soy^  kid'il^ 
She  istwoiilh|r>  vin — temj  notion*-**  of jOb^,  the  ilob]«0tp««Mli- 
in  the  tAn-oe  ]^m^omB\  and  it.is.a  merei  aaandal  te  apeak  ef 
hev,  as  beiag.  deligiitod  witb  tbe  fafiir  of  in^r  Lord  ikL>vMrd.  I» 
truth,  sir,  she  was  hardly  polite  to  him.  ¥et:ke  waa  ettealive 
— veij  attentBTe~tiio]igh  by  bo  m«Riiagtiflty.o£«ay'8nck  fop- 
pish excruciations  as  that  young  pnppy  would  inainuato/'' 

fiere^Canrle  kevaall  interrupted. pbiy fully, 

"Now,  pape^  don't  pretend  to  leaseurtUe  nenls^  of  the  oca- 
queat  I  had  inade.  I  pvotest  agalnat  botk  yont  accontil;.  and. 
WSlie'Si;  and  de  coeaplaki.of  the •  disposition. whioh  yea. both 
show,  todeprive-  tne  of  the  secret  satisfkotiea  whicb  IfedL  tm  the 
visit  of  tliMo  noUe  lordsv  Ton,  my  jSsl^ef ,  ere^  of.  t^  apuuM 
tha^  my  Lord  Rawden  eame  bere  on  pofitSea)  ^leeounim  io  obf% 
tain  your  counsels  in  respect  to  the  war  and  the  country  ;.aMi' 
yon  took  good  care  to  inform  him  of  all  he  wished  to  learn,  and, 
I  fancy,  a  great  deal  more ;  yon,  Willie,  have  a  notion  that, 
knowing  British  power  to  be  declining  everywhere  in  Carolina, 
my  lord  only  came  hith'er  to  prevent  by  conciliation  the  defec- 
tion from  the  good  cause  of  so  strong  a  supporter  of  royal 
government.  You  are  both  decidedly  wrong.  He  came  hither 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  introduce  my  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald. He  had  heard  of  me  in  Ireland ;  he  had  exchanged 
from  the  East  India  army  into  the  19th  regiment,  as  soon  as  he 
found  that  its  destination  was  Carolina ;  and  no  sooner  does  he 
arrive,  than  he  volunteers  as  an  aid  to  my  Lord  Bawdon,  and 
persuades  his  lordship  to  visit  the  Barony,  simply  to  get  a  sight  of 
myself,  and  when  he  did  get  a  sight  of  me,  and  heard  me  play 
and  sing,  it  was  all  over  with  him.  I  protest  that  he  was  in  rap- 
tures, and  that  Willie's  picture,  though  something  of  a  carica- 
ture, was  yet  so  very  like  the  truth,  that,  in  simple  honesty,  I 
am  compelled  to  recognise  the  portrait.  There,  gentlemen,  you 
have  my  version  of  this  true  history.  It  is  such  as  a  young 
damsel  alone  could  fiimish, — who  sees  more  deeply  into  the  true 
motives  of  Irish  lords  than  anybody  else.  Ton  see  how  every- 
thing hangs  together  in  nicely-adjusted  connection ;  how  the 
parts  fit ;  the  cause  and  the  effect  equally  discernible.  You  nee 
how  lamest  was  the  aun  of  my  Lord  Edward;  with  what  love- 
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like  tenaottj  he  poriaed  it;  «t  what  saorifioe  of  eoiii£ort;  «• 
wkMrisk  ef  Hfe ;  and  jom  see  the  resnit  ;-^he  has  come  —  he 
has  seen,  and  I  have  eonquered.  Pray  new,  if  jou  are  gmitle- 
nien>  do  not  strive  to  lessen  the  merits  of  my  conqaest,  or  make 
roe  doabtlol  of  my  lover.  Bat*  from  sentiment  to  supper ;  I  see 
the  serviant  becksns  ns." 

And  ^e  rose  gvaeeftilly  as  sh^  spoka>  and  todL  the  am  of 
her  brother. 

*'  What  a  conceited  baggage  1*'  exclaimed  the  veteran. 
"  Bnt'*-^8haking  his  head  more  seriooslyi  he  added  «^  "  she  is 
lialf  rights    I  do  believe  my  Lord  Edward  has  lost  his  heart  T 

Willie  langhed  menrilyt  and  a  slight  smile  dawned  upon  tke 
small  and  well-oat  month  of  St  Jnlien.  Little  Peter,  at  this 
moment  appeared,  to  wheel  the  colonel  into  the  supp^-room; 
and  the  seene  dianged  in  a  few  seoonds  to  the  latter  apaii> 
ment 
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CHAPTER   XXII. 

MiDStJMMfeR  rfionrr's  DRBAMirro. 

In  the  good  old  times-^and  we  are  toe  apt  to  Mppoie  that 
all  old  times  were  good  in  eonparieon  with  our  owm  preeent ;  «-> 
Ml  ahaurd  setioa,  natnnd  to  all  peraone  who  are  beginnmg  to 
get  old  tlMmaelye8;«*«in  the  good  old  timear  tnppoAr  waa  a  ve- 
paat  o£  great  mgnifieance*  and  not  a  little  state  with  all  wtho 
clAimed  to  derive  from  an  BngHA  origiaid.  Oar  hatfon  did  net 
abridge  in  any  degree  the  soleem  importance  of  Ae'  laeal* 
But  we  are  not  disposed  to  catalogue  on  the  present  occasmi 
the  good  things  on  table.  Onr  novelists,  following  Walter  Seott, 
have  indulged  in  such  details  ad  nauseam/  and  in  reporting  the 
attractive  varieties  of  viands,  which  provoked  Uie  appetites  of 
their  dramaiu  personaf  thej  have  too  frequently  taken  away 
all  the  appetites  of  their  readers.  There  is,  in  all  the  Ball  £am- 
ilyj  a  great  desire  to  see  a  wdl^pread  table.  It  wodld  seem 
that  cold  baked  meats  conld  even  be  a  sonrce  of  warm  delight 
to  mere  spectators  of  the  fsast ;  and  charity  dinners  will  still  be 
honored  wkh  the  presence  of  nmnbers,  who  scan  eagerly  the 
perfomances  of  voracious  urchins  whom  they  feed  from  the 
hands  of  benevolence.  Whether  it  is  that  they  deli^  to  see 
how  wdl  hunger  can  feed,  or  that  their  pleasure  arises  from  the 
unwonted  display  of  plnm-jmdding  charities—- a  feast  one  day 
in  the  year,  in  marvellotts  oontraet  to  the  £Ennine  of  the  other 
three  hundred  and  sixty-four  days-^is  a  qnestion  whieh  the  as- 
cetic philosopher  may  decide  for  himself,  the  point  is  one  which 
^all  not  interfere  with  our  story.  For  a  like  reason,  we  shall 
content  ourselves  with  saying*  simply  that  the  supper  table  at  the 
Sinclair  Barony,  on  the  present  occasion,  was,  as  usual,  amply 
spread,  and  with  a  sufficient  variety  to  pacify  tlie  Imager  of  any 
dragoon  officer  in  any  service -—a  daas  of  the  military  in  re* 
Bpeet  to  wiicin  the  appetite  is  said  always  to  be  of  proverbial  ex- 
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cellence.  There  were  meats  cold  and  warm,  breadstafi  of 
wheat,  rice,  and  com ;  toasts  and  cakes ;  and — luxuries  rarelj 
beheld  hj  American  eyes  at  this  period — hot  cups  of  tea  and 
coffee,  sent  out  their  aromatic  sweets  at  every  plate  npon  the 
board.  The  young  lieutenants,  Oordes,  Mazyek,  and  Postell, 
were  invited  to  be  shares  in  the  fciaat;  while,  under  Willie 
Sinclair's  directions,  the  whole  body  of  dragoons  were  provided 
with  a  smoking  ^sapiper  at  their  i^iwiMu;  in  the  great  avenue. 

Carrie  Sinclair  presided  as  hostess ;  her  brother  officiating  in 
'  lUt  ^aoe  of  tbe  bar«Br  whK^se  ^lune  leg  required  owbidns,  and 
a  table  to  kimsdf.  But  be  isate  dose  at  band,  and  aningled 
•cheerfiillj  in  the  cotrveraation  afeid  4ke-lfea6t,'  as  beeame  the  pro- 
liritter.  And  the  gentlemen  feastvd  with.  «  d«e  sense  of  the 
iliorito  of  the  viands ;  and  Oanie  was  kn^  bu^  in  th«  My- 
like  enqpWyment— ^wkiah  a  (true  l4dy  oan  make  so^^eeM — 
«f >adjustiing  the  degree  of  orsetti  and  sugar  lo  these:  cups,  **  whi«^ 
not  inebriate^"  bui  cheer.  A^  exoepdeg  tbe  eletter  of  plateb, 
kmres  and  forks,  Ibere  was  sileaee  round  tbe  table  **  for  a 
dme." 

Bei  the  fivtt  FrigorouB  workings  of  a|»petite  over,  tbe  ebat 
began ;  aosd  soon  the  ^reitt  silver  tray,  witli  its  finely  <<nit  •crys- 
tal, was.  set  on  the  table,  isix  goodly  botdes^  eadi  witb  some 
ohoke  SWicfa  or  Bpani^TtgtMicr.  This  coostHnted,  isi  tboM 
good  old  times,  A  necessary  isatureofa  planter's  sepper-^tMe, 
as  essential  as  tbe  tea  and  coffee ;  and  semetimee  tbe  lady  -cob- 
desoended  to  sip  of  tbe  oelbsttal  blue,  or  red,  or  amber  dteps,  it 
dm  entrieatty  of  the  gentiemeo— ^ie.,  be  it  remembered,  wbea 
it-conld'Ao  longer  be  doBgdised  firom  a  scandalous^  ahd  prying 
werld,  that  tbe  afenesaid  lady  had  fiih4y  Deaobed  that  certain 
age,  about  whnb  there  can  be  no  oeitaiinty.  W«  suppose  It 
faakdly  aedeBsaiy'to  si^  that  Oairrie  Sinclair  was  stiil  in  pro- 
fouttdi^^nbhmttei^f'the  peculiar 'vbrtues  of  any  of  the  said  M^mim^ 
Her  fintber,  however,  bad  the  tray  handed  him,  and  filling 
one  of  those  tuny  glasses,  which  were  specially  appropriated  to 
these  fine  cordials,  he  sent  tlie  tray  round  to  the  seveml^^oeBta. 

^  Gentlemen,*'  said  he,  'Mo  me  honor  in  a  glass ^coidial—- 
I  am  hiq^y  to  see  you  here." 

Tbey  drank.  A  bugle  sowided  firom  without,  and  tbe  yoeng 
Meutsnaiits  rose,  ab^  with  courtly  bows,  took  'their  leavb,  with 
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i&oks  "^mt  mrould  h«v^  lifi^ered  ^ill.  Bat  tlie  doty  iras  a  stria 
tme.  St.  Jtflfto  «}one  TemAined  with  the  colond,  WilHe  Sin- 
elair,  and  €«rHe ;  and  a  pleasant  bttt  eaftnal  eonversatlion  "fol- 
lowed, wiiicli  our  space  will  not  suffer  ns  to  put  on  record.  In 
this  conversationist.  J-nlien  mingled  sparingly;  but  what  he 
said,  was,  as  usnid,  mailed  hy  a  qtriet  graee,  good  sense,  and 
propriety,  which  insensibly  had  its  eflfect  trpon  Hie  veteran.  At 
length  Gafrie  rose  and  left  the  room  for  the  parlor.  "St.  JFa- 
lien  kept  his  seat  fbr  a  While,  theti  ft/ltowed  her.  Seeing  this,  his 
old  twitige  of  jealottsy  returned,  like  a  twinge  ef  tbe  gout  to  the 
foot,  «Hd  troubled  the  soul  of  the  f  eteratt.  He  hallooed  'for 
Little  Peter  to  wheel  him  fnto  <he  parlor  also,  but  Willie  Bin- 
elair  attested  ^he  nrovetnent. 

"Not  yet,  my  dear  father,  if  you  please.  I  mtMft  have  sonife 
netiottB  USk  with  yon,  and  this  is  probaMy  the  only  chance  we 
have,  for  you  will  soon  retire,  and  I  shall  hafre  to  leave  Hke 
^rony  before  yon  are  awake  fn  the  morning." 

-Why  so  soon,  Willie." 

"I  have  a  great  deal  to  do  to-morrow,  sir,  and  shall  hare  to 
Tide  fast  for  tbe  next  three  days,  to  accomplish  the  various 
tasks  assigned  me." 

"  This  reminds  me,  WUKe,  that  I  have  a  sub}e<it  of  very  se- 
rious tdk  with  you.  Why,  sir,  are  yon  in  this  ungenthMnauly 
disguise.  If  you  have  a  military  commai^,  why  reject -the  uni- 
form, which,  wbetSher  I  approve  Ifhe  cause  or  not,  is  on  tlieface 
of  it  significant  of  an  honorable  mflitary  service.  In^hiS'dhh 
gnise,  my  son,  you  endanger  We  and  honor  equally.  ^It  in- 
creases tenfold  the  horror  and  anxiety  whidi  I  feel  tn  conse- 
quence df  your  present  connection.  I  now  tremble— ttOt,  si^, 
that  you  may  be  i^lain  ili  battle —fdr*this  is  not  n^»cessar9y  ia 
dishonoring  fate^  though  you  perish  in  an  improper  cause— ^btlt 
with  the  dread,  sir,  that  a  son  of  mine  may  be  destined  to  a 
felon'ii  death." 

**Theii8ks  of  war  are  always  various,  as  they  are 'always 
serious,  my  father.  In  the  performance  of  hnportant  duties, 
such  as  the  heart  as  well  as  head  acknowledges,  we  are  not 
suffered  to  pick  and  choose  between  theikt;  You  are  right  in 
supposing  ih^  I  incur  some  eictra  Hiks^  addition  to  those  of 
ivtere^tOe;  bof  the  end  whidi  lHim  at  is  of  sudi 'vital  impor^ 
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tanceto  our  eanaer  that  I  am  compelled  to  e^nt  my  eyes  to  ils 
fioperior  .peiik.  .  Of  cour/sey  I  can  not  tell  yon  what  these  doiieB 
are.  I  trust,  however,  that  this  week  will  end  the  peculiar  ser- 
vice in  which  I  i^m  now  engaged,  and  I  shall  then  resume  my 
command  in  the  fields  of  open  warfare.  Let  this  suffice;  a 
single  week  or  two  will  be  sufficient  for  my  purposes." 

**  But  in  that  week  or  two,  Willie^- in  that  short  period  of 
time— what  may  not  happen!  Oh!  Willie,  my  8on»  greatly 
as  70U  have  vexed  and  disappointed  me  in  the  course  yon  haTB 
thought  proper  to  pursue,  I  will  forgive  you  all,  if  you  will  <mly 
cast  off  these  mean  disguises^  and  appear  in  yKsur  proper  ohai- 
ader,  Now  that  I  see  your  present  employment,  the  horrible 
picture  of  the  cord  and  scaffold  are  «ver  before  my  eyes.  &e- 
member  Andre!? 

The  son  was  touched  at  the  sudden  show  of  feeling  in  the  old 
man.    His  eyes  filled.    He  took  his  father's  hand, 

"  Believe  me,  sir,  no  one  more  bitterly  regrets  than  myself 
that  any  act  of  mine  should  give  yon  paiu#  or  startle  yoa  with 
a  moment's  apprehension.  1  trust,  sir,  that  I  feel  I  would  glad- 
ly di^  to  ^ake  you  happy.  But  my  opinions  and  sentiments 
involve  a  duty  of  performance,  and  one  duty  has  inevitably 
grown  out  of  anotlier.  It  will  end  soon — this,  the  most  painftil 
and  perilous  part  of  it — aud  you  shall  then  be  relieved  firom 
all  farther  anxiety  on  this  score/* 

**  You  have  passed  without  a  flag,  within  the  Britiah  posts. 
Willie*— you  meditate  doing  so  again." . 

"  I  can  tell  you  nothing,  sir,  upon  the  flubject.  It  is  only 
proper  that  you  should  know  nothing — not  because  it  would 
harm  our  cause,  but  as  it  would  make  your  relauons  somewhat 
awkward  in  any  future  meeting  with  the  officers  of  the  British 
anny." 

"  Oh  1  do  not  heed  me  in  this  matter." 

"  I  must  heed  everything,  equally  on  your  account,  my  own, 
and  that  of  the  service  in  which  I  am  engaged.  Let  Qb  now 
talk  of  a  subject  which  more  immediately  concerns  yourself  and 
my  sisters." 

*'  What  do  you  mean,  Willie  1" 

'  Ton  will  all  have  to  leave  ihe  Barony,  sir,  and  the  sooner 
yoa  ^0  so  the  better     Thi»  region  will  shortly  become  the  »th 
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ti¥e  0eene  of  war.  Here  will  be  the  shock  of  the  contending 
armies.  The  wh<^  coontry  between  the  Bantee  ancUhe  Ediifto 
will  consthute  but  one  vast  theatre  of  action,  mme  or  less  em- 
ployed, and  for  a  period  more  or  less  prolonged; and  every  spot 
of  tins  precinct  will  be  traversed  alternately  by  conflicting 
armies.  They  will  rsck  to  and  fh>  over  the  oocmtry,  and  the 
bloodiest  trials  of  stre  gth  may  take  place  at  your  very  door. 
Of  course,  aU  wiU  be  eonfosion,  insecurity,  and  absolute  danger. 
Neither  party  will  be  able  to  a£fbrd  protection  against  the  law- 
less bands  that  hover  along  the  tra<^  of  armies,  and  snatch  at 
spo9  whenever  it  offers.  You  can  not  desire  to  linger  in  such  a 
region,  vnder  such  circumstances;  and  my  counsel  is  *that  you 
remove,  within  a  week  if  possible^  across  the  Bantee,  and  take 
up  yomr  abode  with  Aunt  Makolm.** 

For  a  moment  the  old  man  was  confounded.  When  he  re^ 
covered  himself,  he  said  z — 

^  And,  pray,  from  what  reasons  do  yon  gather  the  prospect 
of  war  in  this  neighborhood  V 

■^  It  is  almost  inevitable.  Here  the  British  generd  will  be 
required  to  make  his  last  stand." 

**  Pshaw  \  the  old  story !  Do  you  hope  to  make  me  beKeve 
any  such  nonsense,  when  I  know  that  my  iEiOrd  Bawdon  has 
relieved  Ninety-Srs,  and  has  driven  your  blaeksmidi  oommander 
out  of  the  country." 

"  He  did  not  drive  him  ftur,  sir,  and  liie  game  is  reversed. 
Lord  Bawdon  is  even  now  in  ftkU  retreat.** 

"  Impossible,  sir !     Impossible !" 

^Bnt  true,  nevertheless.  Ninety-8Lr  is  abandoned;  and  in 
proof  of  the  acknowledged  incapacity  of  die  British  forces  to 
hold  the  country,  the  loyalists  of  Ninety-Six  district  are  now  on 
the  march ;  men,  women,  children,  goods,  and  chattels,  under 
Cruger's  escort,  seeking  a  last  refoge  within  the  walls  of 
Charleston." 

"  Not  a  word  of  this  will  I  believe." 

"  On  my  honor,  sir,  it  i^  all  true.  Lord  Sawdon's  successes 
were  wholly  momentary.  The  arrival  of  three  fresh  regiments 
at  Charleston— not  destined  for  service  here — enabled  hitn  to 
make  a  rapid  march  for  the  relief  of  Ninety-Six.  That  duty 
done,  lie  feehr  himself  unable  to  retain  the  post  he  has  relieved. 


Ha»  ^Sai^'  hope,  wat  tQ  saVB  tb^  gArtiaw,  a<i4  c<>7ir«if  the^  «xocUw 
of  the  loy;i4i|t'  inhal^ktnia^    Si» lofoeia  mid<^Yi«te for  more." 

<<  But  there  wiU  bo  new  reg^mec^  fisom  Crceiil  BriUio^" 

"That  ia  impoaaible;  Her  rosoiuroos  airo  exhausted;  and 
iheae  troopa  that  have  oome  oHt  ftoin  IreliiQd  are  not  to  be 
relied  on.  I  a«n.  aJbile  te»  aasare  joa^  that  theizy  officers  are 
scarcely  aUe  to ^  beep,  them,  in  8iibjec]liien,a9d  numbers!  dMert 
d^ily*.  I  do  not  deceive;  you^  in  aujy thing.  Btit»  iRhetber  the 
British  receive  re-enferoementa  or  not— wbetfaiar  they  reefyver- 
their  power,  or  Aot — this  reg^ion  is*  doomed  to  be  the  tbeatoe  ef 
war  I  The  armies  wUi  ravage  it;  and  yon  may  jud^  fiw 
yooi'seU;  A*om:theevee^of  M^sda^  if^hat  wiU  be  the  eeowi^y 
of  youv  £Mnily»  whei^  the-  maraadeva  shajkl.  he(vomQi  b1l^4red4^ 
where  there  are  now  but  scores^:  SAndre^a  Iv^  In  the  wak^ 
and.  upon  the  wi^gji^  of ;  bo^h.  avmi^At  whom  neither  mmycan 
catch  or  control.  Let  me  entreat  yon»  sis>  to  be  wacaed{  in^  se«r 
son,  imd  to.  ret^e  fron^k.  tbe%  region  ti|lL  it  is  reUeyed'  from  the 
presence  of  both  armies.  A  month;  or  two  of  absence  will  saf* 
fiee.  The  British  ^ill  be  oompeUed  to  take  shelter  in.  Ghariet- 
ton  before  Christmas." 

A  smile  curled: the  lipt. of-  the  vieteraa.  Hai  son  aaw-itraad 
hastily.  Qontiiined:-*- 

'*^I)o  noir}niy.  dear:  father,  sufier.  your  inAeasa  lo^yat^  to  be* 
tray  your  understanding.  I  do  not  deal  in  prophe^,  bat  il»^ 
sipiple  fafet,;of  w4i^ich  yofr  own  raeaon  may  aa^ui^  ypa  at  any 
moment.  Look  at  the  state  of  the  case*  You  h^i^v^^  seiqif  tha 
British  recently  abandoning  popt  after  post;  oonttiaQting  d|eir 
sphere  of  operatioaa;relie(Wig  a.  post  merely  toieava  it  tot  the 
epemy ;.  withdrawi«i£  from  their  homes  a  whole  comiaiuiity>  as 
no  longer  able  to  protefi^t*  them^;  hiring  loceiga  meroexwies^ 
unable  to  rely  upon  tbeir  Irish,  subsidies^aoir  almost  the  only 
source  upon. which  they  caa^ count  for  any ;  and  under  continual 
apprehension  in  Charleston,  their  chief  garrison,  which  betreja 
either  their  timidity  or  tbeir  conscious  w^aknesa." 

*'  Oh !.  that  is  because  Charleston  is  entrusted  to  such.a, dirty 
scoundrel  asrBi^fQur." 

**  No,  sk !  Balfour  is  a  selfish  and.  dastaidlju^gue*  but  ha 
has  not  negle^d  the  luti^resta  of  bis  kiagp  thoQ||^-  he  faaa 
grievously  niistakfrn  them*    He  could  do  no  hettav;  with  the 
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me  exliatiatod.  fiavd^n  4t  an  lAleinmi,'  one  trf  t1^  dbiefll  of  Hie 
BntiBk^a(r^l7»  bnt  be  ii  sick  of  the  service,  and  he  foreaeefl  its 
disasinis.    He  is  now  chuttiing  to  be  an  iirrttlid — " 

"Sir,  I  t^l  you,  my  Lord  Bawdoii  ie in  asiikke  beaMi asikHy 
vma  I^ev«r  Ba^.  RoBenber,  it-is  wot  tiMNde  weeks  sinee  I  had 
iiiBi:ai>my  boBBd.'* 

*^AjkAymt  I  tM  yon,  tbst  ttiy  Lord'Bawdon  will  retire  io 
jBsrofMf  en  ibe  plea  «f  ill  bealthi  as  soon  as  be  gets  ba<dt  to 
lObarlftitoD." 

''Prdpiieey  a^nn,  Wifii&" 

**  Xoa. will  see.  I  know  all  tbeir  leeyels*  I  hard  given  j^n 
the  irae^bisliory.  But,  there  eanrtbe  no  doubt,  libat  Bawdon  is 
MS  liilt  retreat:  >  fiuppoee,  sit,  that,  within  a  week,  yon  hear  this 
tiews^cemismeil  by  tother  anthorities^-^will  yon  t^Mn  retire  to 
the  bills  of  Santee  ?  I  do  not  ask  you  to  bcdieve  me,  thotigh 
^ea  enrely  ':knowv  that  i  eonld  never  deoelre  'yoa.  Bat  if  other 
proefe^reafh  ^on,  sir,  will  yon  net  tbea  see  and  Mi  tbe  neees- 
sity  ef  pottiBg  ny  sisters  and  yonrself  in  a  plaee  of  safiety  V^  ' 

^  But  what  will  a[iy  fligbft>— *Jbr  snob  it  wiH  be^wbat  will  it 
•ajnpuo'  to  my  Lord iRawdon  1'* 

''liotbBigTnore  tlian  a  eointtion-pntdeiiee-«**bavit)g  i^efbren^ 
to  tfao  safa^  of  weaaen  and  ebildren.  Lord-itawAoti  knows 
yt>»r  loyalty ^t^^bnnws  that,  in  your  sitnatioa,  yon  can^ttot  be  a 
oombatant.  Nay,  ask  hiniBelf,  and  be  will  tell  yon,  pat  these 
^r^laldvea  out  of  the  way  ef  the  two  opposing  4mnies/^ 

Altar  a  pause  tbe  old  man  said  :*^ 

''I  wiU think  of  it,  Willie.  I  will  thbik  of  4t.  But  let  as 
joia  <3artne*" 

At  tliat  mnmeiitt  Oanie  waa  beard  iinging  in  the  pfaata,  and 
no  donbt  %L  Jnlien  was  her  eompanion— ^perhaps  her  only  one. 
fie  iiad  badan  exeellent  oppottunity.  Tbe^d  bsroa  tboaght 
tvftbis.  fie:  bad  another  twinge,  almost  like  onebf  l^e  gontj  as 
lie  recollected  how  long  they  had  been  left  together.  Little 
Peter  'waa  a^ainc  pot  in  reqaiBition  -^  and  the^veteran,  chair  and 
ausbtOBs^' were  wheeled  ^ft^tiM  aapper-i^om  iado  tlie  pai-lor, 
and  fipsBB  |uiilbr.tD  fiaaaa,  wheve  they  oertalnly  fbnnd  fit 
BuMtkm  ap&Came  4iien»  togather.    little  Lottie;  ^tai^  «at. 


^2  THE  PQBATBB6. 

Tliere  wm  &<idiiiig  SMpraiovt  ni  tbe  appeafmce  of  the  two 
who  occupied  tlie  piassa  on  tke  appearaaoe  of  h^ter  aad  eon. 
They  were  not  particuktrly  near  each  other,  and  seiner  (^ 
them  betrayed  any  confuBion.  But  the  old  man  still  had 
twinges,  andr  what  with  *the  re€ection  that  **  the  Frenchinan" 
— as  old  Sinclair  still  persisted  in  oalliag  Bt  JvHen— had 
enjoyed  a  most  excellent  opportunity  which  he  conld  scarcely, 
as  att  old  soldier,  be  sapposed  to  htffre  neglected,  and  the  start- 
ling and  totally  nnexpeoted  intelligeace,  as  disagreeaUe- as 
startling,  which  his  son  had  revealed  to  him,  the  TOteraa  wa& 
jnst  as  qnemlons  as  he  coold  be  within  geatlemasily  limits. 
St  JiiUen  beard  qniedy  the  growliags  of  the  senior,  and  said 
nothiag.  WiUie  Sinclair  was  as  playfnl  as  if  neither  war,  aer 
rebelliOB,  nor  treachery,  were  in  ibe  land,  and  Oarrie  laughed 
as  light-heartedly  at  bis  badinage  aa  li  her  lover  ware  not  nt- 
tiag  within  six  feet  of  her. 

*'  Tlie  worst  of  your  gout,  my  dear  £kher,"  said  WilBe^ 
'  and  I  suppose  i^  ifr  the  case  with  other  goaty  persons — is 
that  yoa  not  only  feel  pain,  bat  that  yoa  do  not  sympathiie 
with  pleasure.  New,  sir,  sitting  here  in  tbe  delicieus  balmy 
softness  of  this  breeze,  with  the  moon  jnst  rising  over  that  pine 
£orest>  everything  so  calm,  .so  sofW  so  ddidooa,  it  is  wonderful 
Uiat  anythiog^-^care,  pain,  fear,  doubt,  apprebenaieii— ahonld 
Icare  as  totally  insensible  of  the  prospect— the  scene*— the 
sweet  serenity  and  heaven-like  peace,  over  earth  and  heavnn 
The  heart  ought  to  soften  insensibly,  the  fisnoy  beoome  lively, 
the  whole  soul  winged  and  ristag  in  sjrmpathy  with  ike  rich, 
pure*  Micioaa  nature,  every  pulse  of  which  just  now  teems  to 
respond  in  exquisite  harmony.  Who  thinks  of  strife  now  — 
who  remonbers  the  past  conflict,  or  the  past  dai^er  T  It  seems 
unful,  indeed,  that  we  should  not  fbl^t.  ^  Sufficient  for  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof;"  and  let  the  Foliare  bring  ita  own  nia- 
sion  of  mischief^  without  sending  expresses  to  bring  b  the  intel- 
ligence." 

And,  sooth  to  say,  ^e  scene  was  very  sweet  and  beantiM^ 
so  calm,  so  serene;  the  pines  skunbered,  er  only  nwrninred  te 
die  sephyr — the  moon,  meaawhUe^  haOowed  all  their  tops  witb 
th#  «)ft0st,flCu)geiM— in  tlie  Uue  l^amMt  iai^e  aaana  ef 
white,  creamy  clouds  floated  away  siewly  ften.  the  appsanchkig 
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ofb  of  night, — bnt  not  so  ftist,  but  that  they  momciitly  put  on 
fresh  robes  of  silver,  and  grew  themselves  to  glories  as  th^ 
swept  away  "with  their  long  traiihig  garments  of  softest  lustre. 
Down  the  long  dark  avenue,  the  few  fires  kept  up  by  the  dra- 
goons, grew  gradually  dim,  in  the  increasing  light  of  the  moon, 
which  covBried  the  shadowy  foliage  with  its  own  brightness,  and 
now  began  to  scatter  a  thousand  droplets^  which,  fklHng  through 
the  thick  evergreen  tops,  lay  upon  earth  like  so  many  bright 
pearls  imploring  to  be  gathered.  Hardly  a  sound  was  heard  to 
break  the  delicious  serenity  of  the  pcene ;  save  now  and  then  a 
nmrsnur  fi^otn  the  remoter  part  of  the  encampment,  where  groups 
of  the  dragoons  kept  wakeflil  in  merry  chat  or  song,  beguiling 
their  watch  as  they  could  with  the  small  resources  of  a  volun* 
teei*  soldiery.  Occasionally,  the  faint  cries  of  a  hound  in  tho. 
forest,  hunting  con  amore,  or  crying  fbr  a  lost  master,  added  to 
the  picturesque  sweetness  of  the  night. 

»*  Let  no  one  disparage  our  plain  country,  as  wanting  in  scenic 
beadrty,'*  said  Willie  Sinclair,  *  when  we  possess  such  blue  skies, 
sueh  d^cious  moonlight,  such  vast  plains  of  verdure,  tree  stri- 
ving with  tree  for  the  embrace  with  light  and  air;  such  a  wilder- 
nees  of  shrub  and  flower;  shrubs  that  give  out  odor  as  you 
emsfa  them,  flowers  that  woo  your  every  step  with  bloom  ami 
beauty  as  you  go,  and  birds  that  sing  in  clouds,  with  a  gush  of 
voices  that  tell  only  of  summer  buds  and  blossoms,  and  summer 
fancies.  Ah,  Carrie,  shall  the  time  ever  come  when  there  shall 
cease  to  be  a  glory  for  our  eyes  in  yonder  moon — when  the 
bloom  shall  pass  away  from  the  forest,  and  the  perftime  from 
the  flower,  and  we  shall  only  pursue  our  way  among  walks  of 
winter,  our  feet  among  the  dead,  to  find  the  vista  ending  only 
in  a  cheerless  grave  V 

**  A  sad  thought !  and  this  is  not  the  season  for  sad  thoughts; 
Willie.  Tou  are  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow.  Do  not 
sadden  our  moments  now,  by  gloomy  lanctes.'* 

"I  will  not!  Come!  I  will  be  generous.  You  have  not 
heard  me  sing  for  a  long  time,  and  I  have  a  new  song,  made  by 
our  partisan  troubadour,  gallant  George  Dennison." 

"  What !  have  you  a  poet  too  among  your  rapscallions  V  de- 
manded the  veteran  colonel. 

"  Ay,  sir,  and  it  is  pedMips  an  argvment  in  favor  of  our  cause 
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tli&t  we  am  boast  so  good  a  poet  as  Qeoige  Deaniaoat  aince  tba 
poeta  have  been  alwa^a  patrbta." 

"  If  60,  Willie,  yeiur  cause  ia  lost :  for  a^  army  boaata  of 
Mi^or  Auix4  aadH«irj  JParxy,"  quotb  tbe  eolenel. 

*'  Say  notbiug  of  poor  Aiidr^  father,*'  said  Carrie  Sinclair. 

"  No !  nol  And  tbe  less  said  of  Harry  Barzy  aa  a  poet,  per- 
liaps  the  better^  I  should  be  sorry  to  do  ao  mnob  wrong  to 
Dennlaott's  muae  aa  to  aul^^ct  her  to  a  oompariaon  with  that  of 
the  little  DM^or.  Bat  yeu-  shall  hear  how  our  own  Oeorgie 
singa.  He  makea  bis  own  muaic^  by  the  way»  aa  well  aa  the 
words,  and  ia  an  improvisatore.  The  aong  wiiioh  I  now  gim 
you  was  struck  off  at  a  heat,  one  night,  oyer  the  supper-tahle 
of  Captain  Porgy,  while  we  lay  on  the  Great  Fedee.  We  had 
Colonels  Mahani  and  Singletoii  at  supper*  and  half  a  acere  b^ 
sides.  I  admit  that  the  poet'a  inspiration  did  not  come  till 
<mpper  was'  quite  over,  and  the  Jamaica  in  free  circnlatioo." 

'*  Well,  leave  off  the  long  preface  and  begin«'^  said  the  baron. 
"  I  confer  WiUie»  I  not  only  wish  to  hear  yon  aiag  once  more* 
but  I  am  curioaa  to  see  what  sort  of  a  poet  you  keep  in  ycfur 
rebel  tents." 

Willie  Sinclair  tried  and  tuned  the  guitar  in  a  few  aM>«ietttii 
then  sang  tVe  following  lyric  in  a  fine,  peworfol  voiee,  and  with 
D^nsiderab) 3  taate  and  spirit:-— 

1. 
"Mr  country  is  mj  mistrese^ 

And  in  ber  beauties  rare, 
I  read  tbe  tweeiest  histfriea 

Thai  make  •  Ivved  one  dear: 
Her  ehnnB4  invite  to  gloiy, 

Tbej  woo  the  brave  of  jore^ 
And  linked  with  gallant  story 

Shall  win  for  e  Verm  ore. 
Mybeart»  my  heart,  dear  tnistreai^ 
My  hmH  it  at  thy  feett 

2. 

"  Do  foenaen  gaze  upon  thee^ 

With  eag«r  thirst  to  spoil. 
To  wrest  thy  glory  from  thee, 

And  trample  on  thy  soilf 
UolletiM.biArt^i 
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But  lift  thjr  tpeaF  f^id  ory« 
'Let  hiinwbo  lovet  his  country, 

Protect  her  Hghta  or  diel*— 
Ify  sword,  my  sword,  dear  mistresii, 
My  Mrtyrd  is  «t  thj  feetl 

S. 

**  Tin  biifi  A  £ore«t  r^ngtr, 

With  clo^k  apd  cap  awry, 
Bntt  in  the  liour  of  dangeiv 

11?  do  for  thee  or  die; 
Tbf^  ehsi^m^  that  Won  otir  sires, 

Ami  fndk  and  sweat  to  ma, 
As  when,  tlirongh  hostile  fires, 

"J^eir  brave  souls  set  thae  frae  I 
My  life,  my  life,  dear  mistress^ 
My  life  is  at  thy  feet!" 

'<  And  it  is  such  stuff  «a  tbifi  Iha4  safcLtfios  jour  patrkitiflm,  is 
it!  It  is  worthy  of  the  Jaxnaica . whiok  inspired  it  Why, 
Willie,  it  has  not  even  the  midvii  of  decent  rhyme.  Hoiw  do 
jpn  Boake '  firoffi  ibee'  and  *  Qpoft  thee'  corneapoud  I  And  what 
a.  giosB  liceip^  ia  t^ken  m  aMJUiig  '  mktKeas'  and  '  hitt'xies* 
rfajQi^l  S^king!  Th«  felWw  must  be  as  Irishman,  I 
f(WM5y/' 

**  He  is  of  the  stook,  at  all  eyenta^  Bat  yon  ronst  not  be  too 
eouicting  about  the  rhymes  m  a  song,  where  much  liberty  is 
nsnally  i4k>w^.  Hay^  yon  aeon  the  poems  of  the  new  Scotch 
poet,  &  lad  named  Burns,  a  nMve  peasant,  who  is  astonishing 
the  British  peaple  by  his  native  melodies  ?  Dennison  has  sev* 
eral  of  thei^,  and  tbey  are  rery  sweet  and  simple,  and  withal 
very  touching,  but  the  verses  are  just  as  rude,  and  free  and 
easy,  as  those  of  DeI^li8on;  not  a  whit  better  in  re^MCt  to 
rhyme;  bat  that  does  not  materially  hnrt  them  for  singing,  and 
a  little  rudeness  may  be  always  permitted  where  the  measure  is 
correct,  and  where  the  sentiment  is  good.  Besides,  this  of  Den* 
nison  was  an  absolute  outgushing  at  the  moment—- an  improvi- 
g^on*->and.  J  hold  it  to  be  a  wonderful  proof  of  the  spontane- 
ous ipaeit  of  tbe  minstrel." 

**  Pooh  i  pooh !  there  is  no  sQch  thing  as  improvising  En^ish 
poetry.  I  have  no  doubt  he  made  it  by  dint  of  repeated  bam- 
meripg  itt  Ids  ^iYaie  workshop,  and  kia  chief  merit  is  in  Biemo' 


rizing  it  well.  They  saj  tliat  Sheridan  does  the  same  thing  ia 
his  epigrams  and  speeches.  Bat  I  have  had  enough  of  jour 
backwoods  genius.  British  poetry  is  good  enough  for  me,  and 
will  serve  onr  purposes  for  the  next  hundred  years.  I  must  go 
to  bed.  Mr.  St.  Julien,  you  take  a  bed  with  us  of  course,  and 
we  shall  see  you  in  the  morning." 

"  No,  sir !  I  am  obliged  to  you,  but  I  must  not  indulge  in 
any  such  luxury  now.  I  will  share  the  night  with  my  dragoons. 
I  am  sorry  to  add,  sir,  that  we  shall  ride  at  dawn." 

"  Well,  sir,  be  at  home  here  while  you  stay.  Your  £riend  will 
do  the  honors.  Good  night,  sir.  WHlie*  j^tL  will  see  me  before 
you  retire  ?" 

"  Yes,  sii- :  I  will  help  you  now  to  your  chamber." 

"No !  no !  Little  Peter  is  better  able  to  do  that  He  knowi 
just  how  to  manage  it.     Carrie,  my  child." 

She  flew  tp  him,  and  kissed  him  fondly. 

*«  I  will  visit  y(m  when  Willie  does,  father." 

"  Very  good ;  only  do  not  be  too  late.'* 

When  the  old  man  had  r«tired«  Willie  Sinclair  proposed  a 
walk  to  his  sister  and  St.  Julies,  through  th«  encampment  of 
the  dragoons,  who  skirted  the  avenue  in  groups,  th«ir  horses  all 
being  tethered  to  the  trees  on  the  lower  side.  As  they  ap- 
peared, the  bugleor  of  thci  corps,  a  fellow  of  no  small  merit  in  his 
department,  stealing  o£P  to  the  end  of  the  avenue,  welcomed 
tliem  with  a  plaintive  German  air,  the  long-drawn  melancholy 
notes  of  which  chimed  harmoniously  with  the  hour  and  the 
scene.  By  the  facing  camp-fires  and  the  slowly-rising  moon, 
the  picturesque  of  the  bivouac  was  greatly  enlivened  and 
increased. 

"  What  a  glorioud  sight  must  an  encampment  of  a  gres^  armj 
be,"  exclaimed  Carrie,  <'  an  army,  such  as  they  see  in  Europe 
twen^  or  thirty  thousand  men,  gayly  caparisoned,  hehneta  of 
polished  steel,  plumes  flaunting  in  air,  silken  and  gorgeeos  ImiH 
ners,  and  glittering  harness." 

'*Yes,  indeed,  Carrie;  a  magnificent  spectacle.  We  eaii 
«how  you  no  such  sight  in  Carolina.  But  a  drigoou  charge 
through  an  open  pine  wood,  Carrie,  is  a  sight  alto  worth 
seeiiig." 

'^.She  nay  aee  aomething  of  the  shoik  «f  araiiep  4iere  befbv>e 
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longv"  wai  Urn  remark  of  St.  JnlieKL  '*  I  hope,  Sindiuz  tluit 
70U  pemMided  jour  ftitber  to  roiaoTe  to  the  HiUs." 

"  1  tried  to  do  it.  I  gftve  him  all  tha  reHsons  I  could  fbr  it ; 
and  7011,  Carm,  miut  follow  up.  the  oouneel  when  I  am  gone. 
Better,  indeed,  that  jou  should  affect «  de^ee  of  appreheiyBion 
that  JOU  may  not  feel,  so  that  yom  attain  this  object*' 

*'  But  is  there  reallj  anj  danger  of  this  1"  asked  the  damsel 
IB  lower  tohesw 

"  Yes  I  nothing  can  be  more  ptrobable.  Within  ten  days  the 
two  armies  m$j  cross  bayonets  on  these  very  plains.  I  shall 
urge  upon  kim  the  removal  of  the  family  again  to-night ;  but  I 
fbar  wiib  no  suocess.  My  father  is  not  easUy  ^o  be  persuaded 
tkai  the  British  «rmy  is  not  fully  able  to  give  him  security  in 
his  own  homestead; and  to  every  argument  which  I  offer  he  op- 
poses their  invineibiltty.  He  supposes  that  all  I  say  is  the 
result  only  of  ewr  presumptuous  hopes  and  still  more  presum'p- 
tuous  conceit.  But  here  cosies  Little  Peter,  St  Julien,  bring- 
ing out  a  jug  of  Jamaica  which  I  ordered  for  the  use  of  your 
troop*  Have  it  shared  among  them,  and  then  we  will  prepare 
for  sleep*  I  need  more  than  I  get ;  and  the  two  hours  that  I 
tmjeyed  on  your  bed  this  moming»  Canrie,  have  only  increased 
my  -appetite  for  half  a  d^aen  more  to-night." 

litt^  Peter  now  appeared.  The  jog  of  Jamaica  was  dis- 
tributed among  the  eager  dragoons;  and,  while  St  Julian 
eaeovted  Carrie  toward  tlie  dwelling— an  opportunity  for  the 
lovera'  leave-taking  thus  accorded,  which  we  are  sure  was  not 
vaiNrafilaUy  employed — Sinclair  found  his  way  amoi^  the 
dvagoons^  ahaking  heads  with  their  best  men,  and  showing  him- 
self iSuniliariy  to  alL  The  troop  had  been  raised  by  himself, 
and  he  knew  the  way  to  make  himself  popular  with  them. 
Whan  he  r^oined  his  sister  and  St*  Julien*  they  were  again  in 
the  ptaata,  the  latter  being  ready  to  depart.  The  two  separa- 
ted in  sileaoe;  but  there  was  a  speeeh  in  the  final  squeeze  of 
the  hand  whkh  he  gave  her,  which  had  in  it  finr  more  eloquence 
than  any  wordfl  of  tenderness. 

St  Julien  atrolled  out  slowly  to  join  his  dragoons,  while 
Willie  and  his  sister  proceeded  together  to  the  chamber  of  the 
father.  It  is  needless  that  we  follow  them  thither.  We  can 
well  conceive,  by  what  we  already  know  of  the  parties,  the  sort 
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bf  todvidrMtian  timt  took  ^ace  lietween  tbcn.  '  Oitowm,  WdKe 
rcurged  the  ren^oval  ^f  tke  fttmiiy  to  the  hills  <if8«iit6e. 

*^&o.  no,  Willie!  If  I  go  ttUy^idierei  I  »iife  to  At  dty! 
If  f^elfion  is  to  be  trhmiphatit,  this  eotmtty  i^Mpiaoe^rvief 

**»Tou  will  tliiiik  better  of  it  Our  tHmnph  ifivolvBS  no  for- 
feitai*e  of  Aiose  Beeitritiefl  of  law  aind  Hbealy  wbich  make  n 
country  preciotre  to  a  people.** 

<*  It  does !  it  does !  Once  break  down  tbe  barrier  of  .ji^kt- 
fill  antltoritjr,  and  ft  ere  is  aif  eiftd  -to  all  BecoHty^-^an  rigbt — 
-all'lil^rty !  Tb^n  rapine  and  appeti^  will  Tage  like  wotvm 
ibrouglioHt  the  land !  But  I  will  consider  your  snggestimi.  it 
will  be  tftne  enough  when  the  two  atmies  «ppMa^  Ab  naigii- 
loyhood,  to  determine.  We  shall  have  sufficient  pvembsiitieii 
of  the  apprdach  of  the  danjfftr." 

"  I  am  not  so  sate  of  thatitSir ;  b^t  I  can  say  no  tnore.  OdIj, 
sir,  let  me  entreat  that  you  be  governed  in  wkel  you  3e,  by  tke 
single  consideration  of  whlit  is  difee  to  the  safety  of  tbe  gMs." 

••^  Surely,  Wfllie,  surely !     1  think  of  tbem  eiily." 

And  they  wrung  each  Mher's  hands  and  parted^  Carrie  ae- 
compnnying  WiHie  to  his  apartments*  They  eonld  beer  adeep 
sigh  from  the  father's  dianiber  after  they  had  left  it.  Peer  old 
man  !  He  had  many  foes  to  his  own  happiness  to  eaeemiler  m 
bis  own  prejudices.  8ucb  is  alwaye  tbe  danger, :wbere  a  itMng 
will, 'tortured  by  conventional  laws,  is  desirous  of  sitbdiiliig  the 
most  hflftural  of  human  instincts.  What  to  him  were  the  DncMI 
rf^lits  of  the  German  monarch  of  €hreat  Britain^weigked  agafnit 
the  ^tms  of  his  own  children,  and  the  synvpalldes  wttk^bis'aa- 
tfre  MU  'Kothhig,  really;  but  very  ser^s  oUilaieleak Indeed, 
when  we  cotisidl^i'  the  training,  the  teachiilg,  ffed^ibe  wlicile«Bt- 
p^ience  ^f  his  asrly  IHe.  It  it  this  Very  iK>rt  Hi  def{M>tbai,tkat 
of  coiivefttion  and  experience,  however  valuable  Ina^thoagawd 
respecu,  which  make  it  so  difficult  for  men»  who  have  paaNMl 
the  mfddle  period  of  life,  to  learn  or  to  Uppreoiiite  Am  turn 
truth— the  ineVilal)le  necessity  ef  progress.  It' is  not  tkat 
they  can  not  leai*n ;  it  is  because  the  task  is  eo-mudi  havdar  to 
unlearn !  And  ohl  men  rarely  love  lo  clear  new  laiNhit — they 
prefer  to  roantii<e  the*  dW. 
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OMtw^bn  bM4li«r  ted  mstfer,  «o  reallj  kitidred  and  tndy 
affectionate  as  Willie  and  Carrie  Sinclair*  w^  may  readily  con* 
eeive  that  the  parting  Wis  as  difficult  as  it  was '  tender.  But  it 
iraa-at  iiist  ^edi^,  and  Willie  laid  hinfself  down  to  slamber. 
He  needed  slei^p  and  £elt  weariness,  and  ^as  jnst  dropping  into 
that  dreamy  condition  of  mind>  which  ptotDises  a  sleep  equally 
BOTene  imd  refresl^ing;  nt^hen  he  heard  a  door  open  below»  a  ms« 
ilisg?'  in  ^it'  paeiage^to  his  cbattiker;  and  then  due  obain\)er^<MV 
itseU*,  as  it  turned  with  a  civei^  upon  its  hinges.  He  raised  him- 
self'upai  the  liiotoent^  airid  in  another  second  he  found  'Bram 
at  bis  side,  fresh  from  that  fimious  eastle  in  the  ''Four-Hole 
Swamp/'^whend'we'  had  ^e*  jdeaanre  first  to  introduce  the  stal 
waritand  fitilhM  slare  to  the  knowledge  of  our  readers. 

'«Ha,'fiMni     YoB  are  late  1     All  right  T 

*^Mi  irightias  iiekin  be,  Mass  Willie.  I  bin  ke^p  late,  yon 
gee,  sence  dat  fellow,  Jim  Ballou,  bin  git  drunk  on  de  tfoad. 
Se'hab  bottle*  in  be  potket^Mass  Wfflierand  nebber  't(Op  drink 
tell  hd  finlsb  'em;  all  he  ^%  'oepting  one  wtp  he  gee  to  me." 

**  And  Where's' Ballon  now  V* 

**  He*8  down^stairsjkeida  waSifbr  you  to  call 'em.  I  no  bring 
'em  'np,  'for  'atinrb  yon  in  yon  aleepuig*  aad  mek'  noise,  wid  be 
cdwbdiy  BkiQ^;lilBd  besides  he  Ain't  qtiite  gil  over  he  drunk  yit." 

'•Did  he  bring  Sn  any  papefs?" 

"*  Yes,  he  git  '*ekn  1  I  witnis  'em  to  gee  ine ;  I  fenr'd  he  will 
loss  'em ;  but  he  say,  '  No  truss  'em  to  you,  nigger.'  No  truss 
*em  to  me !  an'  he  so  drunk  all  day,  he  kain't  tfuss  heie'f." 

«<BHttg  ban  np  bete,  'Bram." 

Jim  Ballon  made  his  appearance  a  few  fnon^ents  after,  ^e 
was  a  well-made,  lafge,  tigt/r^ns  fellew,  wkh  an  iag^nous, 
f»fkm 'sounienaliice,  ^ank  had  iGUtk*  but  now  itfsbed  wilt  the 
ngOH  of  frequent  intemperance.    He  was  now  M]gr  half  M<ber 
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and  just  drunk  in  that  degree  which  leaves  one  in  fall  penoar 
siou  of  his  own  entire  competence  and  importance.  Like  most 
persons  of  sanguine  temperament,  possessed  of  strength  and 
courage  —  and,  we  may  add,  conscious  of  his  own  fidelity — he 
was  apt  to  be  a  little  impudent  when  under  the  influence  of 
liquor.  His  first  entrance  into  the  chamber  would  have  satiS' 
fied  Willie  Sinclair  of  his  condition,  without  rendering  necessary 
the  report  of  the  slave,  which  was  also  entirely  to  be  relied  on. 
Sinclair,  accordingly,  received  hhn  with  great  gravityv  aitfing 
on  the  side  of  the  bed. 

"  Have  you  brought  the  papers,  Ballotrl" 

**  That  I  have,  major ;  tliey're  all  safe ;  b«t  I've  kad  work, 
riding  and  fksting,"  giving  the  papers  as  he  sp^ce. 

"And  drinking,  Ballou?" 

"  Yes,  indeed,  major,  you  may  say  that  If  'twanH  fbr  a  lap 
or  two,  now  and  then,  at  the  bottle,  a  poor  ftllow  weald  bnak 
down  in  the  hard  riding  I've  got  to  do.** 

<*  You  seem  to  sufier  fW>m  it.  Ballon ;  and  I  am  to  suppose 
you  do,  since  you  complain  of  it.** 

**  Oh,  deuce  take  the  complaint,  major !  I'm  net  given  to 
complainings,  though  the  work  is  mighty  Itard  I  have  to  do. 
Yet,  I  gits  on ;  and,  as  I  takes  a  breeze  now  and  then,  I  con- 
trives to  keep  up.  I'm  good  for  a  froHc,  major,  whenever  lliere's 
a  chaince." 

The  major  only  gave  the  scout  a  gknoe  of  tke  eye,  and  then 
proceeded  to  examine  the  papers  which  he  brought  This  lie 
did  with  earnestness  and  deliberation.  HeaQwhile*  Ballou 
strode  across  the  chamber,  with  a  whistle,  picked  up  and  ex- 
amined the  alabaster  OTnaments  upon  Ab  mantlepieee,  upsot  a 
vase  of  flo>vers,  awkwardly  replaced  them^  stiU  whisking,  n)Uod 
over  to  the  window,  and  stretched  his  head  oat  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  moonlight  Sinclair  followed  Ivim  for  a  moment 
with  his  eye. 

"  Ballou  r  he  called. 

"  Yes,  major !  Here  we  are.  Are  <iietn  papers  aU  right, 
major  f '  •      • 

<«  Bight !     You  saw  Oeneral  Marion  t" 

«*fes,  sb»  the  *Fox'  it  right  aad  Uvofy.  He  gin  meaidl 
J»«r»howf*8tatk.** 
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^*I  bope  jon  were  sober,  sin  wMe  he  did  bow" 

"As  a  judge,  sir!  Oh!  yes — conldn't  be  otherwise,  sir;  at 
dMt  tkne  badn't  draak  a  thitnblefal  of  die  element.  Saw  the 
F«ix,  sir,  as  I  say,  and  we  talked  a  while ;  saw  Oolonel  Maham 
too,  sir — had  a  talk  with  him.  Colonel  Singleton  had  some- 
thing to  say,  sir— not  mnch,  but  he's  a  gentleman,  sir— what 
he  had  to  say  was  very  sensible,  and  qtrfte  elegant.  But  didn't 
get  the  first  nip  of  the  element  ftom  either  6t^^  gentlemen,'* 

«*  And  where  are  they  now,  BaHou  f  • 

*'Well,  sir,  taking  all  things  into  'cotmt — what  they  said, 
and  what  I  suppose  they  had  to  do — they  are  now  opposite  to 
Oatre  Hall.  They  talked  of  pushing  xrpward,  off-hand,  sir,  and 
with  a  breezy  spur.  Colonel  Singleton  told  me  to  tell  you  that 
the  boats  would  be  ready  at  your  landing  to-morrow,  and  that 
you  must  not  d^lay  them." 

••  Did  you  hare  to  go  down  to  Nelson's  t" 

"  Yes,  major.  That  was  a  deril  of  a  ride— a  day  of  it — and 
a  mighty  lean  supper  to  sleep  upon.** 

"  Any  report  from  that  quarter,  sirf ' 

*  All  quiet,  I  believe,  sir  f '  I  got  from  some  niggers  that 
ifiere  had  been  a  small  party  of  tory  gentlemen  at  Wantoot,  a 
day  or  two  ago,  but  they  went  off  to  the  South  somewhere." 

The  answers  were  given  with  tolerable  clearness.  Tliere 
was  some  rambling  talk  on  the  part  of  the  scout — for  such  was 
Jim  Ballou,  and  one  of  the  best  in  the  service,  when  sober — 
but  we  have  condensed  the  substance  of  his  replies  into  the 
briefret  language.  This  rambling  of  the  speaker,  with  a  little 
tdo  mdeh  of  the  dashing  in  his  tones  and  manner,  which  Sin- 
clair'thought  quite  too  ^imiliar  arid  obtrusive,  were  now  to  find 
tbeir  commen^ty. 

••  Ballou,  you  have  been  drinking." 

"  No  denying  the  insinuation,  major.  It's  my  Ifttle  infirmity, 
«ir.  But,  drunk  or  sober,  I  know  my  duty,  sir,  and  I  do  it,  sir 
—I  do  H." 

•*  You  may  think  so,  Ballou,  but  you  will  find  few  persons  of 
the  same  opinion.  I  certainly  ean  not  trust  a  man,  whom,  at 
any  moment,  a  bottle  of  rum  or  whiskey  may  seddce  —  who,  no 
ipatter  what  the  business  in  hand,  the  peril  to  himself  or  others, 
tb*  importance  of  hfs  trusts,  or  the  necessity  of  having  all  his 
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wits  about  him,  jforgpdts  all  i$i  tihe  moit' nii«6iud>W  ani  htaAj 
temptations !" 

"  Sev.«re,  roi^jor — r«tlie&  8#Tm^  I  iw^  ftay  I  I'm  •  m- 
uer,  i»  tlwi  wAy,  air,  I  adwifc— feife  I  netw  Dtglett  my  dxAy^ 
nu^or !  — gevee  !** 

**  I  do  not  Ipiow  tbati -T-l  ck)  not  b^eve  it !  No  mao  who 
pnts  it  out  of  Ipis  o^n  powe?  to  oositsol  bi«^  pbyaioal  aod  mental 
energif^  and  to  ub^  them  at  Hr  moment's  warnuig,  but  mvat. 
some  time  or  other,  neglect  b»  dptios  1  I  know  that  yon  have 
neglected  yoiqsal  You  ahou^  have  mej^  me  laat.  ereniog  at 
'Bram's  oaatV 

*'  I  tried,  sir,  but  I  poajdn't  The  thiqg  v^tk^  ^idi^dly  iai^ 
ppesihle»  mcijpr— not  to  be  done'-^not  ta  be  donel  Co^dnt 
doit— coiOiln't!" 

"  Not  so,  sir — you  could !  Tou  were  dxinkiiig  ^^eateBeday  aa 
well  as  to-day.  More»^ir>  yomr  iadia^H^tkm  Aa§  i^e  miacUflf  I 
Yott  have  mifiered  yourself  to  be  aeon — nay»  ibllowed*  into  the 
swamp — so  that  Hell-fire  Bick»  and  some  of  his  gepgi  am  poa- 
sessed  of  all  the  clues  to  that  plaoe  of  reluge." 

The  fellow  M^as  startled  and  humUed.  Hia  ti^nea  and  man- 
ner changed.  He  grew  quite  sober  on.  the  instant  He  kae^ 
— none  better — how  importtmit  to  the  party  was  the  a^ioret  oC 
1  iieir  hiding-places 

"  Oh !  Major  Willie,  tell  me,  it  ain't  so.  You're  just  tryiag 
to  scai-e  me — that  you  are— to  scare  roe-^" 

"  It  is  so,  Ballou,  and  we  are  no  longer  sequre  in  a  sefog^ 
which  would  have  been  particularly  important  at  this  j«iiet»se» 
if  the  knowledge  had  been  confined  to  oucadvea.  Look  at  thu 
paper*    I  took  it  this  day  from  the  pocket  of  Hell-fire  Dickl'' 

'*  What !  you  had  him  in  your  hands! — Devil  Dick  in  yewr 
hands  V* 

"  Bead  the  paper." 

The  seoat  read  and  struck  hia  head  witk  hia  hands. 

''  It's  true,  sir !  It's  true !  I've  been  a  fool  and  a  beaat,  sir 
It's  dear  that  H^U-^re  Dick  fidlowed  nte  to  die  swamp*  Bat 
you  have  him — you  have  hung  him»  sir—- he  waa  ontUwedt 
you  know.  You  hung  him  of  course — heels  free—  head  ott 
one  side — you  hung  him !" 

*  Ue  has  escaped !  and  no  doubt  remembeipB  the  xufue  to  dae 
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Uitle»  jtfot jMi  wtt]l  Without  this  monuoriuidwi  tm  iriA  it.  Nay, 
DHure :  be  bad  witb  bim  a  party  of  four,  otbaff*  all  of  wbom  aoft 
|p:pbahl7  posMSBod  of  tba  9av»  saciseC 

"*Wbo  are  ibey*  «ir  V*  a«ked  tha  8D9^^  quialtlj^ 

«  Sam  Brydone— " 

"  AJbl  Skinrtbe-Sanpant^  as  ihf^  aaUs  bw." 

"lUlfiBmnsoQ:--" 

<«  Se'a  tba  S-Tmiter*'  an4/a  mighty  good  Moat^Hit  a fpraat  iai» 
cal.    And»  sir^-^ha  gets  dimnfc  too/' 

"  Doaa  thai  impf  ove  bis  quality  as  a  scant 1" 

"  Ob !  no,  sir ;  but,  may  be,  it  will  give  me  a  better  ehance 
atbintr 

Ti^e  scout-  did  not  soa-  bow  fatal  was  the  a^Uaisaioii  that  ha 
tbuaioade.    Sinclair  quietly  remarked-^ 

"  And  be,  possibly,  congratulates  himself  upon  the  adraatdga 
whffb  a  like  habit  in  you  will  afford  to  him.  Dfunkeimess* 
yon  see,  is  no  merit  in  a  scout.'* 

"  Fju  afraid^  sir,  that's  a  true  notion— -a  true  notion." 

*'  The  other  fellows  were  Joe  Best  and  Pete  Blodgit" 

••  What  sir— wr  Pete  I" 

**  Xes :  Best  will  not  trouble  us.  He  waa  bung,  yesterday, 
\^  the  dragoons^  as  an  outlaw,  after  being  seTerely  wouadied* 
]Blodgit  is  a  penon  to  bo  watched  rather  than  feared.  There 
ma^  be  others  to  whom  Hell-fira  Dish  has  imparted  bib  discor^ 
ery ;  but  two  of  those  I  have  mentioned  were  probably  with 
him  vbeu  ha  made  it  They  were  with  him  just  afterward. 
And  now,  sir,  you  see  what  is  due  to  your  drunkenness.  For 
tbia  offisnea  I  will  not  punish  yoa^bat'I  can  bo  longer  trust 
y^,  Ballou.'' 

"  Oh !  sir— nAJ<ur— you  call  that  no  puniahmGnt-*-aa  pun- 
ishment — to  me,  air,  Jim.BaUott — -to  me  V* 

"  It  waa  the  peaaltyt  w^ll  known  to  you,  of  such  an  offence 
aa  yours,  yet  you  have  not  feared  it*  Ballou*  I  am  unwilling 
to  risk  being  placed  in  a  relation  with  you  in  whiah  J  may  kave 
to  punish  yon ;  for  I  qbb  not  ibrget  Ihat  we  haye  knowi^  eadi 
other  in  boyhood;  and  I  prefo  to  dismiss  you  from  my  ser- 
^ce*" 

"  Disauss  me  from  your  service — me»  Jim  Ballou !  Oh  !  no ! 
mi^r,  yau  c^n't  do  that,    I  can't  be  dismissed.    I'm  yqurmaa** 
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sir — by  alt  tliat*fl  afiectioRftte  and  interesting,  majoir-«— Pm  yotrr 
man. '  Gan*t  be  dismissed,  sir — stiek  to  yon  rtglit  and  left, 
for'ad  and  backward,  sir — jnst  like  yonr  rigbt  hand,  sir — Kkt 
your  dog,  sir — lik&your  nigger,  Tnajor — like  yonr  nigger." 

"  No,  Ballon ;  we  mnst  part" 

"  Psho,  major ^ but  yon  mnst  be  jesting.  It's  unpleasant 
jesting,  sir,  between  old  friends.  Dismiss  me !  GtoA  bless  me! 
What  a  iM)tidn*-all  a  notion,  sir.  Why,  Willie  Sintilair,  'twas 
Jim  Ballon  that  first  taught  yon  to  cross  a  horse." 

"I'm  sorry,  Ballon  — sorry  enough— bnt  I  cin't  trust  yon 
any  more." 

"  What !  and  only  for  a  little  familiarity  with  the  jug— jug ! 
With  the  jug ^-an  innocent  jug — a  bottle,  sir,  not  a  jug.  Jngs 
of  Jamaica  are  not  to  be  had  every  day.  A  mere  innocent  fa- 
miliarity with  a  bottle — a  black  bottle  of  Jamaica.  No,  no! 
Major  Willie,  you  cant  do  it.  The  thing  won't  be  done.  IH»- 
miss  me  from  your  service !  I  won't  swear,  major,  but  111  take 
a  celestial  oath  upon  it,  that  the  thing  cant  be  done — wont  be 
done,  sir -i- wont  suffer  itself  to  be  done." 

"  It  must  be  done."     More  seriously. 

«  And  only  for  thht  little  familiarity  with  the  bottle.  Why, 
major,  the  bottle  rather  helps  my  ability.  It  does,  sir.  A 
touch  of  the  elem^ent,  sir,  always  gives  me  a  sort  of  life  to  be  up 
and  doing,  just  as,  if  1  had  a  pair  of  wings,  sir— ^ makes  me  fly, 
sir,  makes  me  -fly." 

'^You  shall  fly  no  more  for  me>  Ballon,  under  its  insptm- 
tions." 

<*Come*  come,  major!  stop  that  now.  It  makes  me  f^  nn* 
easy,  sir — it  does.  I  know,  sir,  that  I'm  a  fool,  sir — ^easy  to 
be  persuaded,  sir,  when  the  liquor  speaks ;  but  what  thfen  f 
Aint  I  here— aint  the  papers,  there-*-airtt  die  duty  done.** 

♦*  Yes !  and  as  I  have  shown  you,  it  is  sometimes  overdone ; 
asd  I  owe  it  to  the  cause  in  which  I  am  engaged,  toperfl  none 
of  its  secrets  in  the  haftds  of  a  man  who  can  not  resist  the  miser- 
alble  temptation  of  the  botde.  I  am  sorry  to  pai*t  vith  you, 
Battou;  no  one  better  knows  your  ab^ity  thaft  i  do ; — and  I 
know  you  to  be  a  true  friend  of  your  country  ; — more,  sir,  I 
have  loved  you  a^  one  associated  with  all  my  ehiMish  splorts 
and  exeroistfi ,  out  we  must  part;    You  can  takeeervice  in  tli€ 
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brigade^  m  aoMd  or  sokUtr,  but  I  can  give  yon  no  more  Bjecial 
trusts." 

<<  QUI  WillW  Silkdmr !  Ave  you  serioua  now  V  and  th^  fel- 
low's Yoioo  trembled. 

"  I  aiB»  Ballon — aB  serious  as  I  ever  was  in  all  my  life.  Se- 
rious and  sorry !  Sorry  to  lose  you— sorry  for  yourself.  Sorry 
tliat  o«e  of  our  best  scouts  should  be  lest  to  oar  servioe,  where 
he  Bsight  serve  us  best  if  he  would/* 

The  tears  gushed  irooi  the  fellow's  eyes,  and  he  leU  upon 
his  knees  in  great  agitation.  Hb  voice  was  husky  with  emo- 
tion»  as  he  cried : — 

'*  Pardon  me  this  once,  mijor — Willie  Sinelair^-^pardon  me 
this  oneor  and  I  will  swear«  Only  hear  me  swear  ^*-<Ijo«d 
Qod  have  mercy  aod  gine  me  strength  mb  I  swear  by  my  etensal 
safety,  never,  of  my  fi-ee  will,  to  taste  another  drop  of  the 
infernal  Uqnor  1*— There,  m^or*-^ there !" 

'*  An  aw^  oath.  Ballon.    &ise  up,  my  poor  feUaw.*' 

*"  It's  made,  Higor  Willie.  It's  made.  Oh !  Major  Willie, 
won't  you  trust  me  now  t" 

^  dod  forbid  that  I  should  diseaiu*age  your  effMrta  for  self^re- 
oovery*  X  will  trust  yQo»  Ballon— see  thai  yea  do  not  forget 
your  vow." 

**  Qod  help  and  strengthen  me  to  keep  it  1  and  I  will  keep  it, 
Willie  Sinclair — as  a  man  that  calls  upon  Gtod  to  look  and 
watch  his  proceedings.  I'm  a  man,  and  strong  enong^  for  that, 
or  I'm  carrioUft  and  only  fit  for  the  buaaards." 

'^  It  is  a  solemn  covenant,  BaUou,  that  you  have  nwide  with 
God—" 

"  And  you  I  I  know — I  mean  it  to  be  solemn  I  I  love  liquor, 
and  I've  been  easy  to-be  led  <^  by  the  temptation.  But  I've 
sworn  I  and  now,  mi^ar,  try  me-  Set  me  at  work — try  me 
with  a  hard  service;  —  I  want  to  be  up  and  doing*" 

"  Conquer  yourself,  Ballou»  and  I  will  take  you  to  my  lieart 
for  ever.  Ton  are  a  noble  and  faithful  fellow,  and  only  free 
yourself  from  this  dangerous  habit,  and  you  are  worthy  of  any 
man's  friendship.  Rise,  my  friend*  rise.  .  Believe  me,  I  Mt  as 
much  pain  at  the  thought  of  parting  with  you,  as  I  ever  fblt  on 
Aoy  occanou  in  my  life." 


S46  Ttfs 

Tfae  felbwTote  'Arom  tk»ick)r,  linisbed  the  tMow  Instij  Imm 
bis  eyes,  and  sobbed : — 

''Tryine  cgatn,  major— ^try' me,  WilHe  Sinoktr — And  let 
me  make  myself  respectable  again.     I  waiBt  to  be  at  work !" 

"  You  must  ^  myvr,  BalloUt  «nd  siuttoii  a  ibw  hours  of  sleep. 
Rest  yourself 'St  411  Avonts,  as  ireiU  as  you  can.  With  the  morn- 
ing yovsholl  kftTe'tvork->-*the  Tory  sort  tbat'you  require.'*  ' 

"  What  is  it,  major }  T^  me  now  that  I  ittay  lidA,  ^fter  it 
toi4iighl  I  do  all  my  thinking  at  sight  mken  Vm  'a-bed — I 
do." 

''It  is  to  take  the  trail  of  Devil  Dick,  and  hk  companions, 
the  Trailer  and  the' Serpen t.  Tbey  are,  no  do«bt,  all  herded 
together  in  the  Bantee  •swamp ;  and'  too  ttear  ust^  snfl^  m  to 
afeep  quietly.  Our  dragoons  nwy  rout  them  o«t  to^Motrcrvr, 
as  they  Iwve  work  to  do  in  that  quarter-^  in  the  very  ne^- 
borhood,  probably,  whore  tliey  all  harbor.  Our  men  %rM  bnpdly 
find  them,  a»  they  will  bare  something  better  to  do  than  to  seek 
them.  They  wHl  skulk  Y«ther  than  fly,'  for  I  ^1  sure  that  their 
aim  is  the  sacking  of  the  Barony.  They  know  the  range  as 
weH  as  you  and  I,  and  will  hang  about  tid,  and  lie  snug  till  we 
are  off.  Theiv  they  w31  probably  upand  fbHow;  lake  the  road 
after  us,  or  make  a  second  attempt  on  the  Barony.  'Now,  do 
you  tee  what  is  the  w«rk  which  you  might  make  profitiMe  V* 

<a  think  I  do!     I  do!" 

"  We  must  try  and  ont  off  these  rascals^  if  we  can  do  so  with- 
out turning  directly  upon  them.  It  is  the  work  of  a  acont, 
vather  than  of  a  reghnent.  But  it  is  not  so  esaential  to  cut  them 
off,  as  to  cover  ourselves.  Ballon,  I  feel  that  I  can  tnOtytMr 
honor  and  ideliCy,  much  more  than  i  can  ycfar  sti'etlgOi  and 
fu>briety.  I  wifth  you  to  cover  me.  Tb-mortow,  I  flepante 
ih)m  the  dragoons.  I  go  akme,  in  dfaguise,  Within  th«  pre- 
cincts of  an  enemy^s  post."     " 

•*  You're  not  going  to  Orangeburg,  major,  are  yotil^ 

"  I  am '--there  and  the  Neighborhood.'* 

*'  Do  you  know  that  Inglehardt  is  certainly  there ;  and  lie  la 
about  as  cold,  as  cunning,  and  as  venomous  as  a  Miake  in  iht- 
gust." 

*<  I  know  all  that !    Know  him  well.    But  1*  Ut* 
tharer 
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'* That  I donft  leam.  Bnthe  ivia» seei^tktce  only  thrAodajs 
ago." 

'*  Bat  hta  mere  pvesenca  does  not  mskt  tha  place  a:  Britiah 
port." 

''  No,  air ;  but  it  ii  praitj  nmeh  under  BriUah  inflnence." 

'*  I  know,  that  too ;  know  exactly  what  I  liave  to'  faar,  and 
upon  whom  I  may  reli^^;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  yo« 
are  right  wheni  ^rou  report  Inglehardt  to  be  there  or  in  the 
neighrborhoodi  But  the,  viait  must  be  made.  lihave  mueh  to 
do  theffe»  and  muit  see^  the  coramisaarj  Travis.'^ 

"  Don't  trurt  kim,  najor.  Bidii^t  'Bram  teU  :y oa>  ?  He'a  an^ 
other  snake — a  snake!" 

'^  I  knowmtzie  tlian  'Bram  does,  attdl.know  Travis.  Sktough* ! 
Thfrmatter  thai  I  wisk  you  to  see  to  is  this  i^-^theae  ontlawa 
are,  no  doubt,  so  harbored: in  the  swamp  tktatt  as  we  can  not 
seek,  fbr  asd  pash  th^m^  tiiey  will  be  able  to  see  all  our  opora- 
tieosj  Nowi  I  nnat  separate  from  the  dragoons.  Theae  ovit^ 
laJTB'may  do^eel  the  movement  or  not^  If  they  -do*  seeitag  me 
alone,  and  in  disguiee^  they  wiH  be  opt  to  follow,  jast  aathe  dogs 
tak«  «iter  the  wounded  buck,  letting  the  herd  ran  as  they  please. 
I  shaH -have  the  start  of  tketa,  bntas  I  shall  ride  at  my  leisure, 
and  hare  oecaaion  to  stop  here  and 'tiiere*  they  earn  readily  over^- 
haul  mtf,  Mid  tny  notion  is-^-'' 

•*  Ah !  I  see,  sir,-— you  wish  me  totake  yotir  trail  also —^ your 

traar 

«« Exactly !  'Bratan  will  bare  a  similar  duty  \  both  of  you  will 
be  armed.  Where  one  fails  to  make  a  point,  tlfe  otk>er  may  be 
more  euccessfttl ;  you  can  operate  together,  andiiiotli' with  me, 
in  any  event  which  needs  our  united  strength  $  and  fifi^lly, 
after  yon  have  saffely  eovered-  mo  to  Orangeburg,  you  will  g6t 
a  dug-outy  and  keep  it  hidden  in  the  river  swamp  just  below  the 
landing  at  Holly-Dale." 

"Travis's  place,  in  the  Fork?'* 

"  Yes ! — ^Now,  Jim  Ballon,  you  see  the  duty  that  requires  to 
be  done,  and  can  readily  determine  foi*  yourself  how  it  should 
be  done.  I  can  teach  you  nothing  as  a  scout.  'Bram  is  also 
good-  at'  the  buamesB.  Have  an  understanding  vfth  him  to- 
night^ buti  of  course,  yon  will  work  on  8eparat?e  tracks.  Pi^escribfr 
your  plan,  and  he  will  follow  it.     I  leave  the  procedure  wholly  tiv 
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your  diacrotion,  baTing  ahown  jou  what  it  to  be  feared  aiid 
from  whom.  I  must  say'  to  you,  however,  that  *  Hell-fire  Dick* 
1 1  as  ^t  an  increase  of  fbrce,  and  may  now  munber  four  or  five, 
instead  of  two  or  three.  But  these  fellows  rarely  keep  all  togedi- 
er,  long.  The  division  of  the  plnnder  eomraonly  scatters  them. 
Remember,  however,  should  yon  succeed  in  surpristng  them, 
and  destroying  them,  of  course,  you  are  stHl  to  ptursue  my  track. 
There  may  be  many  such  parties  on  tlie  route,  and  I  shall  want 
you  above.  One  of  my  sc^ts  r^orts  a  small  gang  of  seven, 
led  by  Cooper,  the  fellotr  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  liA 
for  dead  by  imr  Travis  and  Duesto,  y^  got  off  to  the  enemy 
though  handcuffed  to  a  dead  man." 

**  I  know !  I  know !  PeiMUurvis  was  killed  ontright.  I  re- 
member all  about  it — all  I — and  a  bolder  and  blacker  vilkun  than 
Gooper  don't  troupe  the  country^- Don't  J" 

'*  He  has  been  seen  within  eight  days  again  upon  the  Belle- 
viHe  road,  as  leader  of  a  party  of  six.  He  had  with  hhn  two 
of  the  Olaytans  of  St  Matiiew's— a  little  red-headed  fellow, 
named  Jones,  and  one  Paul  Stumer.  A  wedc  before  that  hia 
party  was  twice  the  number,  and  he  was  nearly  run  down  by 
Captain  Rumph's  squad.  Lieutenant  Wannamaker  was  so 
close  as  to  make  a  cut  at  him  and  wound  the  quarters  of  hia 
horse.  But  he  got  off  with  the  loss  of  two  of  his  party,  whe 
were  cot  •down  by  ^e  troopens.  He  is  a  scoundrel  of  wonderful 
energies  and  endurance,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  would  be 
especially  pleteed  to  find  me  in  his  meshes.  At  all  events,  there 
will  be  enQ«g;h  to  tax  all  your  vigilance,  even  if  yon  succeed  in 
throwing  oat  or  destroying  this  Hell-fire  Dick  and  his  party. 
Am  I  fully  underetoodt  Ballon  V 

"  Yes,  Major  Willie — and  you  will  fully  trust  me  1    You  will  !•• 

"  I  will  1  Bring  up  'Bram  that  I  may  give  him  his  lesson  in 
your  presence." 

We  need  not  pursue  this  conference  fiirther.  Enough  that 
all  the  parties  received  their  instructions,  and  retired  for  tbe 
night.  At  dawn,  the  grounds  were  empty — WiUie  Sinclair, 
Fey  re  St  Julien,  the  dragoons — all  were  gone ;  but  the  wake* 
ful  eyes  of  Carrie  Sinclair  had  witnessed  their  departure,  and 
her  waving  hands  and  murmured  prayer  had  blessed  their 
progress. 
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Wkiit  was  tliat  ptogrtm  1  We  mutt  report  it  briefly.  It  was 
to  cany  off  all  the  ealtle^  stock  of  every  kind,  g^in  Mid  forage, 
that  could  be  gleaned  from  the  plantations  along  the  Saiitee  in 
this  particular  precinct.  The  boats  of  Marion  were  waiting*— 
from  mooming  to  night  the  dragooiis  were  bnsy ;  and  com  and 
fodder»  and  cattle^  which  had  been  hitbetfto  loft  to  the  doubtful 
charge  of  Master  Pete  Blodgit,  were  withdrawn  from  his  to  a 
aafier  keeping,  Blodgit,  himself^  kept  out  of  die  way  in  the 
woods,  while  Sinclair  and  the  dragoons  were  on  the  place.  He 
bad  found  a  hiding*place  with  the  outlaws,  leaving  his  mother 
to  propitiate  the  anger  of  their  late  patron.  Bhe  whined  at 
him  for  pity,  and  his  mercy  allowed  her  to  remain  in  the  cot- 
tage, the  shelter  of  which  her  criminal  hypocrisy  had  so  com- 
p^tely  forfeited.  It  was  at  sunset,  and  when  1^  day's  work 
was  neady  done,  that  Sinclair  and  St  Jnlienmet  in  conference. 
A  harsher  dnty  awaited  the  latter  and  fonnd  hitti  relnetant 

"  Yoo  are  w>w,  Peyre,  to  camry  off  all  the  stock,  except  brood- 
hogs*  and  cows  with  calves,  from  the  Sindair  Barony." 

"  How,  Willie,  can  I  do  that  1" 

**  It  must  be  done*  Peyre ;  yon  can  not  distinguish  between 
whigs  and  loyalists^  and  jiavor  the  latter.  It  must  be  done. 
We  must  leave  neither  hair  nor  hide  to  the  enemy.  But  yon 
need  not  be  seen  in  the  business.  I  have  prepared  Benny 
Bowlegs,  the  drivor,  for  what  he  has  to  expect  and  to  do,  and 
he  is  rcNsdy  to  fsther  the  offence  upon  the  tones.  You  will, 
however,  give  him  an  acknowledgaent  of  what  you  take,  and 
he  will  convey  it  to  my  sister.  Your  paper  will  establish  a 
claim  upon  government,  shenld  it  ever  reach  security  and  per- 
manence. One  more  matter.  I  fear  lor  the  safbty  of  the 
Barony.  You  will  leave  a  corporal's  guard  on  the  place -*- 
known  only  to  Benny  ^-' in  close  shelter  in  the  swamp.  He 
will  provision  it.  Instruct  yoor  officer  to  be  ready  at  call,  to 
defend  or  protect  the  family  from  these  marauders.  They  will 
hardly  need  to  stay  a  week.  With  the  rest  of  your  command, 
this  duty  done— and  that  i^ould  be  in  two  days  more— -tbon, 
giving  a  wide  berth  to  Orangeburg,  sweep  up  by  Bumph's  at 
Turkey  hill,  and  cross  the  North  Edisto  at  SliUling's ;  put  your* 
self  in  the  thickets  by  Bull-figkt  pond^  and  wait  my  message, 
either  by  Balloa  or  'Bram.    Of  course,  you  will  lm.ve  your  scouts 

11» 


230  THE  VOEATMB. 

kmsff  and  wirtdbftilt  doim  eren  to  tbe  Mige  Hi  Orangeburg 
It  is  pombte  that  I  nucy  luire  MraetfouMe,  as  Ih«v«  ««ft«in^ 
•OBie  rkks  at  Oraagelmg  and  tfae  aelgkboriMod^  for  my  tme 
will  be  divid6d  btt^reen  TraTis^  plaalUtiMi  and  the  Yillagv. 
Above  all,  have  tiro  or  tkraaco^evt  fellows  Kftrtverwttii  an  ej^e 
on  Travia's.     If  IngfeeAuu^dt  be  about,  the  otttioet  vigilaBce  is 

FnWy  nDdttstandnig  each  otber,  the  major  parted  wilh 
bis  friend  at  nightfall.  He  treat  alone,  atifl  fai  the  disgaise  of 
a  baokwoodiman,  and  with  hair  and  beard  not  hia  a#n«  Mis 
pistols  were^ct  hand,  aad  be  wore  a^plain  btt6ket*^bllted  <at-aad- 
thrust  at  hit  side— a  weapon  in  the  use  of  wbieh  he  exsetted 
—^baring  taken  leasoas  irom  the  Italian,  Baldaebeaco,  who,  a 
little  while  before  the  war,  had  bemi  a  fbtnous  ^teaeber  of  ike 
yomig  gentry  of  the  Oirolinaa.  ^nolak  'spcid  Mn/y  with  cenfi- 
denoe  aad  ^viitb  seeming  seenrity ;  and  so,  at  the  winie  time,  M 
Si*  Jtili^  with  his'ti^oop,  poihbig  down  to  ^he  viver  aooie  six 
miles  off,  wheai«U>aepar^  crossed 'with  the  <boats^  and  fiMige,4uid 
the  other  bivouacked  in  the  swamp. 

Nigbt  bad  Allien.  Tbe  woods  were  eflent*  For  'three  iniles 
froiii  the  cottage  of  BledgH,  on  eitlior  band,  they  abeMred  ivo 
signs  of  life  for  seveval  boors.  But^there  waa  life,  ne\«r«beleea, 
bnaaan  life,  wakefbl,  watchM,  and  cio^  baif boring  ^itbin  tbe 
Immediate  pseciiiets  of  the  cottage.  Blodgit,  we  may  laetitioa, 
liad  not  shown  hitaiself  to  any  one  ef  the  ifotag^i^s^;  and,  tbia, 
:perhape,  hadtetided  cnmc^tat  to  nNdoe  bieimotbet'a  plea  to1Sin« 
dair  sudeesifuL  He  bad  1^  the  Barony  wiltti  the  ftrll  pi^j^poae 
ef  expelling  tlie  wretehed  -old  woaMMi,  taking  ttom  hct  tbe  aw- 
gro-girl  whom  bis  sister  had  lent  her,  and  bvming'the'be'valto 
the  ground.  But  be  had  ^relented  in  bis  atemer  purpose,  as 
be  beheld  the  miserable  condition  of  the  beldatn.  Her  i«dl 
poverty  and  wi^chedaess  saved  her  fr^n  the  proper  'peni^ 
ment  of  her  guilt  He  gave  her  ^fifty  boA^  of  teorn  <br  faer 
own  suf^ort,  leaving  it  to  her  son,  who  bad  tbe-fraitftil  abilttiab 
of  the  rogue,  to  provide  her  with  the  bacon  wbieb  be  teew  be 
oould  always  ^nd.  fie  left  nothing  ft>r  Mmr  aad  ntileas  be  tiaed 
the  com  allotted  for  bis  mother,  tbeve  «aa  no  yroviaion-VMide 
for  bb  own  hone  or  any  other. 

But  after  a  fow  hours  had  elapsed  ftnm^e  depn^lom  af  4hm 
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troopera*  Ifae  Mtises  of  htMh  BciHoh  #tid  'Btmh,  closed}'  harbored 
ki  oonoealitig  tliiekots,  tfacmgh  apart,  wftliiti  a  quarter  of  a  ttiilo 
of  the  cottage,  were  saleted  with  the  Mnt  bia^  of  a  common 
liom.  They  prkked  up  their  ears  as  tbej  heard,  and  en^h 
pvepared,  after  the  manner  of  the  seotit,  to  make  hhnself 
aeqnanled  with  the  Boruree  nd  Bignal.  Bi^u  was  now  on  his 
good  behavior.  A  do«b)e  duty  was  in  fWdt  before  him.  He 
w«8  to  iq^ove  himself  eapaUe  of  obstinenee,  a  virtue  whieh 
ke  had  aot  beft>FB  aiectBd ;  and  to  exer^se  his  best  samHng  oa- 
pttcilies,  for  which  hris  credit  was  already  greslt.  Exeept  Jack 
Bannister  6f  the  CoDgarees^  a  noble  yeoman  <i>i  the  w^ig  side, 
attd  ome  Watsoa  Gbraj,  a  tory,  Jim  Ballon  was  the  most  ftmions 
sooMit  ef  1^  the  8antee  region.  That  any  ex($e)ition  conM  be 
•lade,  la  eenfiBrring  this  rank  ctpen  him,  had  been  d^e  to  his 
former  sottiriiness^  He  was  now  to  reeofer  grotnid,  and  reas- 
sert his  sn^ierior  merits.  He  ^etetmined,  accordingly,  to  em- 
ploy all  hisenergiest  andiiot  mistake  a  single  point  in  the  game. 
The  first  step,  he  felt  when  be  beard  the  hem  and  the  replies 
to  it,  which  followed  shortly  trfter,  had  been  successfolly  taken. 
AD  the  seuods  that  reached  him  w«Mre  it&m  hA&fr *-^nane  toere 
from  the  remr^^^o  enemy  lay  bi^ind  hhn,  and  he  c<kild  thns 
adranee  m  seenrity.  T^  fed  his  iMy  ^qfrly  fmcnrdy  is  the 
great  necessity  for  a  seout.  This  \^  can  only  do  when  Assured 
that  be  4a  not  foilowed.  His  game  is  to  take  the  trail  after  oth- 
ea»;  and,  lying  i^m^  Balloii  waited  for  other  signals. 

These  were  sooa  repeated,  and  this  time^fi^om  the  direction 
of  Blodgit's  cottage.  They  irere  answefred  triore  distinctly  from 
below  -^ih^ee  swaml  i^astSw  ^Between  'the  woods  whi<ih  he  and 
'ftram  ocoapiisdy  <and  those  whence  the  signals  came, 'there  mn 
a  broad  wagon-trace  down  to  the  river's  landing.  This  trace 
intersected  the  «ain  read  ^within  a  fow  yards  of  the  spot  where 
the  cottage  stood.  A  third  blast,  more  lively  and  thrice  repeated, 
firom  this  latter  precinct,  called  for  fhrther  replies,  which  Baliou 
was  pleased  to  perceive  werid  much  nearer  at  hand.  He  felt 
that  he  shoald  soon  be  enabled  to  pick  his  way  out,  and,  per- 
lutps,  be  permitted  to  see,  himself  nnseen,  the  parties  who  fomid 
it  thns  necessary  to  commnne  together.  Let  us  approach  the 
•tplace  of  meeting  also. 

Aciong  the  oaks  directly  in  front  of  his  cottage,  stoed  Pete 
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BLodgit,  Waiting  for  the  osilaws  wh^m.  be  had  aEHDmoned*  Tbmj 
had  helped  to  ruin  him ;  he  ow^  them  no  love ;  but  he  was  a 
wretched  dependant  upon  ethers  for  proteotion,  and  he  had  cot 
himself  off  from  better  aBsooiatea.  With  the  exception  of  the 
small  amount  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  whioh  he  had  suooeoded 
in  withholding  from  Willie  Si&clair,  at  their  late  settkiBeBt, 
and  which  his  mother  held  with  the  tenaoions  fingers  of  avarioe, 
he  had  not  a  single  sixpence.  The  means  of  &cdi«'  gnns, 
from  the  same  source*  had  been  swept  acwaj  tibat  day  by  the 
foragers — he  had  seen  the  whole  proeedure  ^m  a  iamiiiar 
place  of  concealment;  and  Dick  of  Tophet,  his  allj,  had  tarn 
Away  his  horse  with  riolence.  He  was  in  no  mood  to  love 
those  who  had  thus  caused  him  to  lose,  and  had  besides  nabbed 
him ;  but  he  had  no  alternative.  Cut  off  from  the  saceor  af 
the  good,  the  weak  who  are  also  victons  have  no  relage  but  vith 
tlie  wicked  1  The  milk  of  Blodgfit's  bosom  waa  soured  and  em- 
bittered ;  but  his  blood  was  too  feeble  in  its  rush  to  suffer  him 
to  show  the  hate  and  vexation  which  he  felt.  He  had— ^to  use 
]iis  own  expressive  phraseoloigj — "to  grin  and  bear  it  I" 

He  was  not  loeog  alonoi  being  soon  joined  hy  the  TraSer, 
Ralph  Brunson.  HU  n&m  de  guerre^  we  ma|r  remark^  waa  due 
also  to  his  good  reputation  as  a  scoitt.  He  was  considered  a 
sure  trailer,  though  held  to  be  somewhat  slow.  The  qualkias 
of  men  and  dogs  are  graduated  and  qualified  in  like  faanaer. 
The  Trailer  cad^e  on  foot,  as  did  the  others  snbaequenlfy. 
They  had  hidden  their  horses  in  the  woods^ 

"  Nobody  y  it  up  but  met  Pete  I" 

<<  Tou're  the  first.  But  I  reckon  Wt  the  Sarpent  that  will  be 
next.  He  was  more  up  upon  the  hilL  The  farthest  horn  oAst 
ha'  been  Devil  Dick's." 

"  Yes,  and  he'll  git  here  slow ;  for  his  acalds  aiat  aiij  the 
better  for  his  hard  run  to-day." 

*'  I'm  afear'd  he's  a'most  kno^ed  up  my  critter." 

**  Well,  you  needn't  eare  about  that,  sence  thyars  no  ehauwe 
that  you'll  evei*  git  her  agin,  onless  Dick  hi^pens  to  see  that 
he  kin  cross  a  better.  He  won't  keep  your'n  a  bit  longer  dum 
that" 

'*  It's  mighty  hard  that  I  should  lose  my  critter,  and  ma  a 
lame  pusson  too.' 
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**  Oh !  Lord»  ef  tlmt  was  the  only  harddiip  that  <yne  had  to 
grin  undetr  the  world  would  be  a  comfortable  one.  enough  for  a 
poor  man.  Bat  I  reckon  Sindair^s  carried  off  everything  fVom 
yon ;  I  cotehed  a  sight  or  two  of  the  transaction  that  made  me 
jabons  that  yon'd  haye  nothing  left  better  than  acorns  and  pine- 
tops  for  man  and  beast'' 

''And  you're  right!     He's  swept  off  com  and  fodder,  hogs 
and  cattle,  everything  he  could  carry,  and  whar  the  bread  and 
meat  is  to  come  from  the  Lord  only  kin  tell." 
^   ''It's  mighty  hard  and  cruel  that  a  poor  man  should  be 
robbed  of  all  his  aimiiigs  and  snpport." 

"  And  he  a  lame  pusson  too,  and  with  a  poor  old  sick  moth- 
er^  with  the  rheumatiz  so  bad  that  it  would  be  a  God's  marcy 
ef  8^  was  safe  in  the  ground." 

"  Yes,  ifs  mighty  hard,  Pete.  A  poor  man  has  no  chainee 
with  these  rich  harrystoerats,  as  Devil  Dick  calls  'em." 

And  the  two  very  aoon  succeeded  in  persuading  themselves, 
and  one  another,  that  the  whole  world  was  leagued  in  the  cruel 
porpose  to  destroy  them  and  starve  them  out,  and  rob  them  of 
their  rights  and  all  the  bounties  of  earth  and  heaven.  It  is  cu- 
riooB  with  what  grateful  4ogic  the  scoundrel  will  convince  him- 
self that  he  is  a  victim  to  the  gromest  wrongs  on  the  part  of  the 
▼iUanoualy  virtuous.  But  the  dialogue  was  at  length  arrested 
by  the  arrival  oi  Brydone  **  the  Berpent,"  and,  after  a  while. 
Devil  Dick  himself  appeared,  accompanied  by  Jack  Halliday, 
who  was  slightly  wounded. 

"  Let's  get  in  to  your  hole,  Pete  Blodgit,"  cried  Dick  of  To- 
phet.  "I'm  a  wanting  help  from  the  bands  of  your  blessed 
ittammy,  who  loves  me  as  the  devil  loves  the  angel  Oabriel. 
Hy  back  is  all  in  a  blister ;  and  my  ankles  and  wrists  in  a  blaxe. 
Lord !  I  could  have  wished  almost  that  I  had  been  hung  np 
sooner  than  suffer  from  this  fire  all  over.  Come,  open,  Pete ;  I 
must  git  some  salves  and  'intments  on  my  back,  and  I  must 
bave  a  shirt  and  jacket."    , 

Dick  ruled,  and  they  entered  the  house  together.  They 
fonnd  Mother  Blodgit,  by  the  fire,  rooking  to  and  firo  sulkily, 
and  somewhat  in  the  way.  She  was  evhlently  not  pleased  with 
the  turn  which  affEUffs  had  taken,  though  as  yet  she  did  not 
know  the  worst    Her  Httle  negro  had  reported  the  removal  by 
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the  drfigOQus,  of  all  the  corn,  fodder,  audflteek.  Sbe  \md  beard, 
t90,  a  sharp  aod  stern  lesson  fi'om  the  lips  of  Sinclair^  to  which 
she  could  oppose  no  answer ;  and  he  hod  forborne  toiell  Iwr  all  he 
knew.  He  had,  hovever,  shown  her  that  he  was  aware  of  the 
Spanish  dollars  in  her  poflsesaiAO,  but  bad  concluded  by  bestow- 
ing them  upon  her ; — a  degree  of  generosity  for  whieheke*  pro* 
fissasd  hersdf  thankful,  though  she  eursed  kim  in  her  heart 
while  speaking.  The  poor,  whett  vicious^  ave  osiially  ungrate- 
ful ;  and  a  single  boon  witkheld  makes  >  them  fosgetfi^  of  the 
tbouBand  favors  whick  have  been  pvevionslj  bestowed  Qpon« 
them.  But,  as  yet,  she  did  npt  Imow  thai,  her  son  was  Imrae- 
less — that  he  had  been  robbed  of  his  beast  by  the  very  out- 
law who  had  helped  to  ruin  him,  and  lor  whom  he-  had  done 
and  sacrificed  so  much.  Had  she  kaowQ,  she  would  searoely 
have  found  the  desired  ointments  Im*  the  acorcbod  back  of  Devil 
Dick — would  searcely  have  su&red  ker  sob  to  bestow  upon 
the  ruffian  one  of  his  best  shirts  a»d  jadkets.  As  it  was,  she 
fti&red  these  sacrifices  uawillingily ;  and  brought  fbrth  her  oils 
apd  ointments,  without  blessing  or  consecrating  them  loringly 
to  tlie  i^ork  of  healing.  We  need  not  detail  the  ^iroeesses  by 
which  Dick  of  Tophet  waa  rendered- easier  in  the  floak,  and 
habited  anew  in.comforts^le  garments.  The  service  was  reii> 
dered  after  a  fashion ;  and,  cursing  and  crymg  altematoly,  aa 
GiUe  saw  the  jug  of  Jamaiaii  brought  out  from  its  oov^ert,  tka  old 
>yoman  i^rithdrew  to  her  chamber,  whence  her  granta  arose 
occasionally  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  the  conversatien,  wbidi 
took  place  among  the  outlaws. 

Once  more  at  ease^  unpursued,  and  with  strong  drink  before. 
them,  the  goodly  company  began  to  go  over  the  proceedings  of 
the  day.  We,  who  know  pretty  much  what  these  were,  need 
not  follow  tbem  in  their  commentary.  We  sfaaU  only  note  soeh 
poHiona  of  their  dialogue  as  may  be  suggestive  of  the  dsea 
to  such  portions  of  this  tme  history  as  are  not  yet  m  our 
hands. 

'*  Well,  they've  carried  off  all  your  com  and  fbddeiv  hogaand 
cattle,  Pete,  and  by  diis  time  they  have 'em  all  aeroaatke  river. 
The  Sarpent  tells  me  that  Stuttering  Peter  [Hoxryj  haa  beott 
doing  the  same bn»ness  below,  aa  fur  down  aaNdaoa^.  l^ow^ 
the  qnestioi  is,  what  doestbis  mean  ?    Tany  tbitdnog  iti 
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thai  we're  to  hAve  bodi  annieB  down  tpbu  ad  jn  mfjjhtj  Kttle 
timer 

«' Ton  think  BO,  Dick  r 

"  I'm  pretty  snre  of  it.  But  I .  doli't  see  what  we're  to  lose 
by  that,  fox.  there's  always  good  pickings  about  the  country, 
when  the  armies  are  a-coming  together.  Thar's  always  so 
many  rich  folks  flying  with  their  families,  and  learilig  every- 
thing behind  them.  Now,  I'm  jest  a^Wa^uig  to  6ee  OU  Sin- 
clair drivin'  off  firom  that  Bairotijr.  He'll  not  be  able'  to  cany 
off  eyerything,  not  by  hafe>  and  ef  I  don't  ^  it,  aiid  got  him 
too,  and  His  d-^  eternal  son,  the  major,  at  tke  fl^t  ebaince; 
then  there's  no  sense  in  calling  me  'Htfl-fire  Disk.'  amy 
longer." 

"  Well,  how  are  we  to  do  now  f ' 

"  Thar's  nothing  to  be  done,  jest  now,  whOe  TViHie  Sinclair's 
down  at  the  Bairony,  and  with  such  a  lot  <^  dragoons." 

''But  them  dragoons,  I  reckon,  wiU  cross  the  river;  as  soon 
as  they've  swept  the  plantations  on  this  side.  They're  pretty 
quick  at  the  work*  and  dean  out  a  farm  in  mig^ity  Aiort 
order.  "Twon't  be  two  days,  I  reckon,  beft>re  they'll  ^nish 
that  job." 

**  Air  we  safe  hyar  nme,  where  we  air  t"  said  Dick. 

« I  reckon,"  said  the  Trailer.  *<  I  trailed  St  JuHen  and  Us 
dragoons  down  to  tiie  river.  They've  got  off  hafe  of  them,  and 
t'other  hafe  has  fires  lighted,  and  are  camped  for  the  ni^t. 
Some  <^  them  air  in  d^  boats.  They're  now  a  good  six  miles 
off,  and  mighty  tired.  Bat,  look  yon,  Willie  Sinclair  ain't  with 
the  dragoons." 

•*How!  not  with  the  dragoons  t  Why,  how's  thi^  when 
he's  been  with  'em  all  day,  directing  and  giving  orders,  and 
poshit^  after  men  and  bolats,  and  #oricing  jest  as  hatfd  as 
any." 

**  I  know  that ;  but  he  wom't  with  them  when  the  dragoons 
marched  down  to  the  river,  at  snnset  I  was  in  a  '  harrieane 
ikick/  on  the  butt  eend  of  an  almighty  big  tree,  and  safSe  kivered, 
and  I  could  see  every  man  as  he  filed  down  across  ^e  sandy 
mn.    Willie  Sinclair  wom't  with  'em,  I  tell  you." 

**  Then  he's  gone  back  to  the  Bairony !  I  wotider  ef  he  took 
any  of  the  dragoons  with  him  V* 


^ 


^  •*!  rackMi  not  I    I  dUb't  count  '«in,  Vtet  I  didn^  mm  actfy . 

Ef  he  took  anj,  it  couldn't  be  more  than  two  or  three.     But  I 
don't  think  he  took  any." 

"  Ef  so,  now  would  be  the  time  to  make  a  daah  at  the  Bair- 
ony.    They  wouldn't  look  fbr  us  to-night" 

"  No  ?  But  after  the  work  we've  had,  which  of  us  is  good  for 
anything  tike  a  dash." 

''Ah  1  Ef  'twomH  for  this  ousted  8<falding  that  iVe  got,** 
giocnedl  DIcIl  of  Tophett  writhing  ik  hitf  seat, ''  I'd  ehow  yoQ 
how  to  make  a  dash.  But  you're  right  Nothing's  to  be  done 
to^n^ht  We  must  git  some  steep  and  somci  strengtb';  ind  first 
fof  the  stf^gdii  Blofigit,  we  must  get  some  supper.*^ 

"  I  don*t  know  whar  you're  to  git  it.  I  reckon  thar's  noth- 
ing better  than  dry  med  in  the  house." 

**  Fmi  something  better,  Pete,  or  we'll  make  a  meal  of  you. 
Be  stirriiig.    I'm  a  Punishing  varmint" 

Dick  of  Tophet  waa  m  person  with  whom  Blodgit  did  not  dare 
t0  trifle,  dnd  he  prbdeedcld  in  the  sctardi  for  something  whieh 
would  padff  the  **  vatmint"  At  thai  moment  the  aouiida  ef  a 
horscfs  tread,  at  ftdl  galldp,  were  heard.  It  startled  other  ears 
than  those  of  the  outlaws,  and  Ballon  and  'Bram,  our  two  seout^ 
who  had  been  peering  with  all  their  eyes  through  tive  logs  of 
the  eotti^  wer€{  fhin  to  steal  off  sQently  into  the  budges,  which 
they  did  in  safety.  A  few  moments  after,  the  ho^^emaii  diun- 
dered  at  the  door.  To  the  demand  '*  Who's  that  ?"  the  answer 
was  prompt— "Eyes  r^t!" — a  pass-phrase  evidently  whidk 
UtA  b^en  prermnly  agi^ed  on<  ^  It  11  Ben  Nebon,'*  said  tibe 
Trailer,  and  the  door  was  opened  to  the  new-comer. 

•'Well,  whkr  have  t/Su  been,  ail  this  time,  I  winder!  We 
had  a'mOst  'gin  yon  up  foT  lost." 

"  I  wasn't  lest,  but  took  tho  road,  whicli  war  pr^y  nigh  ta 
me,  when  the  dragoons  made  the  dash." 

The  account  of  the  feHow,  explaining  his  escape,  was  a  con- 
ftised  one.    It  was  Mt  to  be  so  by  the  party. 

"The  fkct  is,"  said  Devil  Dick,  "you  got  scared  a  Ihdt 
sooner,  Ben  Nelson,  than  anybody  else.  But  the  scare  seems 
to  have  helped  you  to  a  safe  road     What  hev  ytu  Uf  import  V* 

**  Why,  nothing  much.** 

"Whar  did  you  hide r 
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^  Acroes  the  road,  in  a  thick  bay  a  ketle  this  lide  of  Aa  clay 
ML" 

^'Ikaowthepkoe.'' 

^I  faitanad  tha  lonBa  in  ilia  Ukiiv«  and  CMttpad  out  tP  tha 
roadtide  wkan  tikaaim  waa  a«Mttin|p;  bat notUng  wtd  to  be  aaad 
eaiecpt  one  man  Ja  f  eommoB  h6mei|NBiLbttuti]i|^ablrt  H^rode 
by,  and  be  had  an  nncommon  fine  beast" 

•"Hal  whatSQortofbeaftr 

**  PowesMr  strong,  and  big,  a  most  gloriona  Uaak,  black 
without  a  ^pot" 

**  Yet,  a  blaae  en  his  rigb^  shoulder." 

*'  Montbe !  I  couldn't  see  on  that  side,  ha  goioa  «p,  and  I 
on  the  left  side  of  the  road." 

'*  It  is  Willie  Sindair^  bj  the  powers,  and  he  goes  alone  I 
He's  fbr  tha  Batronj,  or  foid&er  on.  Wa  mast  see  in  the  mom- 
ing.  I'm  tha  man  to  take  t^  soent!  Now,  look  you,  boys, 
hare's  the  way  the  osA  mnst  jump.  We  must  gut  that  Bairony. 
Kow's  Ae  time,  I  reckoa,  when  these  fellows  of  Bt  Julien  aia 
crossing  to  t'other  side,  and  belsre  the  two  armies  gits  down.  It'a 
a  bad  sign  Ibr  us,  I'm  a  thinking,  them  two  armias  coming  down. 
It's  a  ngn  that  Lord  Bawdoa  ain*t  able  to  hold  his  hand  with 
Gkeena.  We  must  be  making  our  mark^  while  we  kin.  I'm 
for  gut^  that  Bairony ;  but  I'm  for  taking  tha  trail  o£  Willie 
Sinclair  at  all  resks.  I  owe  him  a  knife,"  and  Diok  of  Tophat 
displayed  the  canring-knifo  w^ich  he  had  cau^t  up  in  his  mo* 
ment  of  flight  **  Two  or  three  of  you,  must  seoot  day  and  niglit 
about  the  Bairony  till  you  find  the  coast  is  claar^-^than  put  in 
aad  pull  out  We'll  be  ready,  I  reckon,  whan  the  time  comes. 
Yon, '  Skin-tke-Serpant,'  with  Jack  HaUiday  and  Ben  Nelson 
can  take  this  business  <mi  your  shoolders.  Tha  ^Trailer'  and 
me  will  take  after  Willie  Sinclair.  I  kin  gaess  jtst  whar  he'a  a 
gvnne.  He's  guine  to  sneak  after  M  Travis's  da'ter  at  Holly- 
Bale.  He's  been  after  her  before.  £f  *t  ain't  for  that,  what 
would  he  be  in  a  disguise  about  1 — in  a  homespun  split  shirt, 
and  not  in  his  uniform;  and  then  with  his  great  beard  and 
whiskers  which  don't  belong  to  his  face  at  alL  He*s  after  that 
gal,  mark  what  Vm  a-saying." 

*"  But  what's  it  to  us  ef  ha  ist  What  kin  wa  git  by  tdung 
trail  of  him  r 
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**1  kiu  git  ray  revenge  out  of  kit  heart's  blood  i'*  ansvered 
Dick  of  Tophet  fiercely;  "but  something  more.  What's  he 
done  with  them  hundred  guineas  that  he  tuk  froii  poor  JPete 
Blodgiti  I  r^fdooa  lie^s  gotlMifa  of  'em  in  liia  belft»  aa^  to^tiier 
hafo  he'siklPt  at  die  Baironj^  So,  you  aee,  ef  we  pbija  ool 
ttunpi^  ve  itAiida  a  ekamee,  all  <£  uSfOi  piddiig  up  gmddaa 
stakes." 

Dick  the  Devil,  was  apt  to  verify  bis  proper  .dahn  to  the 
titlor  by ^fiaally  foroing  kis  owtk  will  open  those  wikb  whovi  he 
associated.  It  was  settled  that,  with  the  dawn,  the  party  skenld 
divide,  as  he  had  indicated.  Tbe  proceedings  of  both,  diviaioiia 
wereanranged  ait  the«ittii:^.  It  is  needless  to  Bay  tkatthe  ears 
of  Ballou  and  'Bram,  drank  in  all  the  particulars  ctf  the  ar* 
rangement,.8inee  the  outlaw^,  appreheudulg  no  Ustenera*  apoke 
in  their  ordinary  toaee  of  roice.  Our  seottts  tiatened  asd  wnt^od 
to  the  last  moment^  wlien,  after  sapping,  and  cepeaiedlytdrink* 
ing,  the  .conspirators  stretched  themselvea  out  upon  the  fleer ; 
satisfied  that  they  were  in  no  danger  tkemsel^vies,  and  with  their 
horses  hidden  in  the  thicket  Bat  hours  had  flitted  by  with 
noisdess  vapidity  before  this  was  the  ease — tbe  night  was 
waning  toward  day -^ the  moon  was  down -^  the  stars  wlieeling- 
more  rapidly  firom  sight  The  cool  hreezea  of  the  moming  weM 
beginning  to  songh  and  swell  through  the  forest  BaUou  and 
'Br^m^  weary  with  the  protitaeted  watch  of  day  and  night,  turned 
away  from  the  hovel  and  slowly  passed  into  cover.  Not  a  wprd 
WAS  spoken  between  them  till  they  had  left  the  cottage  half  a 
mile  behind  them.:    Then  Ballon  said  :-^ 

**  'Bram,  it^s  imigjity  hard  that  we  shonld  lea^e  those  acampa 
to  a  ^iet  deOp ;  bmt  it^stoo  late  now  to  get  down,  to  tke  dr»> 
goons  and  bring  any  of  then  up ;  and  I  am  soaseely  able  to  lift 
one  leg  after  anetkei --^scarcely— *oae  afteiraBotker.'' 

"  An'  dis  nigger  ain't:  able  to  lift  he  body  on  be  legs  1  I  ama' 
hab  res',  Jim  BaDou-^I  mns'  kab  my  sle^" 

**  It's  a  good  six  miles  to  the  river — then  we'd  bave  to  hunt 
op  the  camp,  ior  ^ey  hide  close»  and  then— -why  *t  wonld  be 
broad  dary light  long  before  .we  could  get  baok--^  broad  daylight 
'Bram,  one  good  common  sense  rule  for  a-good\SCeat  ia  never  te 
break  idoihii  We  most  latitfiesefdlows  have  their  ehaRee— 
let  'em  have  their  chance." 
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«^Da%  j«8l  wka'  I  wm  4'iiiking--^kn  dm  diUbU  M>  he  firing, 
tell  we  can  jest  put  out  ban'  and  grab  'em." 

^  Ay,  till  we  caa  make  bim  swing-* make  him  swing. .  But 
h«re  I  li»'#sr  the  present-  Let^s  haye  jov  bag^  'Bmm^aai  s#e 
tf%fe^eaii%e«lalitlle^<a4]rftU««lei>  TkatbenboaehavMiiie- 
thing  on  it  still— something  still  V* 

<<Migbt7  close  de  kawUe,  I. telle  jon,''  aMwerad  Olram, 
bringing  forth  the  ye^sniiln  frettthdhr  dluMr. 

**  'Bram/?  said  BaUom  eating  irigeto«wlj*  aad  spnriripg  with 
a  monthAdl— '''to-viorrow,  by  peep  of  day»  you  must  go  down  tp 
the  eamp,  and  let  Gaptain  St  Jolien  know  what  we  bMard  about 
the  attack  on  the  Barony.  He  ean  tvap  those  threi»  teSkms  if 
he  pfeaies — if  he  pleases  ;-<»aBd  be  doae  please,  I'm  pretty 
anse  I  Heaawhile,  111  take  the  tcail  after  DevU  Dick.  Toa 
can  take jishofft  cut  tbroegfa  the  woods  and  jem  me  above; 
lOliMPeak  ft'greea  bush  and  thvow  lt,.willi  the  stem  dewe  the 
road,  every  now  and  then,  so  that  you'll  knsw  whether  Pre 
paseed  er  not^-r-pessed  or  notl    Ton  hear?" 

''  Very  geod  I  But  toooght  we  tilust  aafMUrate.  Teur  bofse 
is  already  in  the  right  place,  as  you're  to  canter  down  to  the 
rireiPt.but  I  ouist  put  miae  on  f  other  aide  of  the  main  road, 
above,  so  that  I  may  get  a  goedlook  at  them  as  they  pass.  I'D 
hide 'the  hoarse  deep^  so  that  they;  caftft  beer  him  whinny 
-«idiiimy-*t«Dd  111  skiep  within  ear*shot  of  the  road  myv 

"*  But  lie  dose,  Jim  Ballon." 

«  To  be  sure  I    I  shan't  be  in  their  way,  and  that's  the  reason 
X  ahdU  crosa  the  ro^ternigjit    If  I  were  to  hide  in  these 
thickets,  why,  they  might  cut  throqgh  and  come  upon  me».an4 
that  wouldn't  be  so  pleasant — not  so  pleasant,  'Bram." 
«  Mighty  onpleasant !" 

**  'Bram  1     I've  vwom  a  most  stupendous  oath  1" 
"  Ki !  wba'  for  you  do  sicb  t'ing  1"  , 

**  Against  the  flesh  and  the  devU,  'Bram.  I  had  to  swear  to 
make  myself  strong,  and  I'll  keep  that  oath  too,  'Bram — though 
it's  against  a  good  spirit  Did  you  notice,  'Bram,  how  these 
fellows  swallowed  down  that  rum.  Do  you  think  they  relished 
H  I— relished  it  'Bram  f 


d«)  in 

''DoiiH'tMb^lMWtitvBlilotu  I  knowyd^jnriiskesiOBbetttt 
dan  dej  own  souls.*' 

'  *<  I'm  aaAraidi  'Brmin>  I  da  too.  I  wished  io^  some  ol  ^al 
9tamikmr  *Bnja>^yMi  foriit  new.  ''  Botl  we^MaVtdaA  adiw^ 
M  ^  'BiWM>  tO'MM^  you  hma  ibe  (jpdlew»«^feeiK  tlte  fnUowik 
•Bramr 

•^  K I  ywr  Mmar  *fii  «Ut  niii,<Biiknif ' 

<' As  if  it  were^iPedtovft'lUdMll;  "SMBr* 

"  N«#ber  gH  km  to  ^we«c  sidi  fbolisli  oet^  as  dat.  Btam  is 
good  fb»  de  heak'  and  sp^rrit  *ob  blaok  ^namtu^ 

**  It  wU  carrf  yeu  to  belt,  ^UtMrnf 

•^  Bat  ill  ^  mes*  beibtMljr  way,  Balkw/' 

'^Ahl  don't  I  Ihm^  kr  and  48n*t' thai  Hie  derihi  «cret» 
'Bram  ^^  the  very  detail's  ^aearet t  But  we  mnst  pavt,  Jdd  fhliow 
^^pac«.    Yon  mual  be  off  at  day-peef .    Can  yon  wakerl? 

*'  Kin  wake  whian^lbber  I  pieaae,  when  i  mut^hmtt  'toitka- 
led  de  116^  befoie." 

"  Ah  !  you  see  How  tiie^e^il  Irovks  thieng^-mnL  Eni  I've 
sworn  against  it — sworn — it  is  an  oath,  'Bram.  And  I  sMrear 
ngaln.  Be  &  witaiaes.  Svtftry  witnees  I  have  h^Epa  my 
strength." 

And  be  knelt  u^pon  tbe  t^urf^  ereoaed  hia  hatid%  and  re» 
)^ted  tl|e  oaitli  he  uiade  before  gfeolair. 

*'  Look  yer,  Mass  JiiB  Bidlou,  (ek'  eare  eb  yen^e'f  aow^  I 
toll  yetty  tnati — ^dia  ia  d«  night-time^  paas  •de  mMdle-o^  da  night 
—  getting  on  to  day  mighty  fost,  and  der's  anoder  one  a-haaa- 
iiig  you,  'sides  'Bram/' 

**inio  r 

**De  bressed  Lord  Gk>d,  d«t*8  jest  now  a-looking  onl  *pon 
ire  two  poor  sinners  from  Heabben.** 

"It  is  true— true!  Ood  is  my  witness Taaid  Bailon,  m 
tones  as  solemn  as  those  of  the  negro. 

"'Member  now,  man,"  said  TBram*—** 'member  new!— ef 
you  breaks  dat  oat' !" 

"God  help  me  !-«good  night,  'Bram.'* 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

TBB  0OSNB  CBANOBS-^lfSW  FAfltTItS. 

Wb  are  to  suppose^  for  tbe  lorofen^,  that  our;  sno^^  oiii 
boik  BiddSb  AT«  e^alfy  prepared  and  willmg  to  da  the  dutiea 
agreed  upon  tmi  tm^tA  them ;  that  one  set  of  the  ontlawa 
ave  to.  haunt  the  Bar4>pj»  ttd  wateh  fer  their  chanee^  ^nd  take 
ad^anli^  of  k ;  that  Dick  of  Tophet»  with  the  Trailer,  his  aMO- 
ciftta»  ii  tO' "  take  the  road"  «f  Sindair ;.  and  that  these  latteri  in 
retnniy  are  to  be  foBewed  by  Balloit  and  'Bm«ii»  watehfbl  of  tibeir 
ehaaeea  al8pi  aod  eapeciaHy  pledged  to  9ee  thajb  their  superior 
flsCEars  no  harsa.  We  are  to  suppiMe*  farther,  that,  for  the  per 
foraaaaoe  of  theee  sereral  dnUes,  the  several  pities  aire  each 
excellent  in  kk  way ;  and  that  theve  i^e.  to  be  fruits;  growing 
oiiit  ef  the  tillage  whieh  thej  are  to  uod6rtake»  the- quality  ofi 
wkftchy  affaeted  as  all  tillage  is^  apt  to  be  by  the  sort  of  sefisona 
wkleb  flie  worker  eajoj^  ntiy  be  of  serions  importance  to  all 
of  these  parties,  for  good  or  evil.  With  these  points  uAder-» 
0*e«id#  wie  win  ]#eice  thei*  for*  e  irkilliw  1l>  epeprate  seeretly,  wbil^ 
W0  bertapr  oar  atteit^ai  ^.%bri^  spa^e,  npen  WQlie  S^iH^f^Mrr 
vhoa^jpe^emettMitave  dM^imecl  tp- bring  oa  te  the  aa^(aei«ta(Hifl 
of  tfthep^pw^iea not  yetpi^ent in  ctw actibtw 

The  gaevriUAi  off  pugtmrn  "W^rfiire,  is  necessurfly  ooe  whi<$t| 
ett&r-oaly  be  diamoteriatk.  <|f  e  very  thinly-aettled  ee«atry*«* 
one  of  great  intrkaoiea  of  swampy  forest,  or  monntain.  It  in** 
yohres,  from  this  and  the  tributary  oaoaesv  the  ae(5e«flity  for  a 
gveat  varied  of  dntiea;  the  warrior  becoming,  ii|  turn,  the 
aeontt  the  spy»  the  ttraOagi^t,  as  well  ae  the  mere  ma^at^armf 
aad  priae-figkter.  We  may  gather  firom.what  we  have  shown 
already,  thai  WilUe  Siaelair  had,  beaideBi,  been  r^o^otly  required 
b(y  the  M^aM  o|  the  serviee,  to  play  the  pditieian  aotweU  aa  flfy^ 
He  baa  beeisi  aetaelly  within  the  gi«m$oned  etty  cf  Cbarlest<»i 
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— garrisoned  by  »  strong  force  of  regulars — ij  the  hands  of 
the  enemjy  to  be  detected  by  whom  was  sore  to  be  followed  by 
short-shrift  and  sndden  cord  or  shot.  Yet  he  had  lain  there  in 
close  concealment,  and  in  close  conference  all  the  while  with 
leading  citizens,  for  no  less  than  three  days.  His  emissaries* 
meanwhile,  had  been  busy  in  the  parishes  along  the  sonthem 
seaboard,  operating  as  &r  as  Savannah,  and  even  within  the 
lines  of  the  garrison «- that  city  being  also  a  stronghold  of  die 
British.  The  result^  of  great  interest  and  valuer  ^ntemplating 
a  general  rising,  which  should  include  both  these  termini^  were 
all  witAiin  his  besom,  matter  of  life  and  delith,  upon  whMi,  in 
some  degree,  the  fkt^  of  the  war  in  OaroKna^-^it*s  prdlongailioii 
certainly — T^ould  greatly  depend.  We  are  not,  Aerefere,  te 
feel  any  surprise  to  find  Wiliie  Sinelair  taking  the  utmost  pre- 
cautions fot  the  safety  of  his  person,  as  he  pursues  Ills  way 
toward  the  vfllage  of  Orangeburg,  a  post  of  rest  for  the  Brhisfa, 
commonly  garrisoned  by  their  troops,  but  at  this  jmietoze  sup- 
posed to  be  entirely  free  of  theit  presence,  in  consequenee  of 
the  drafts  which  Lord  Bawdon  had  been  comj^ledto  ttiake 
upon  all  his  garrisoned  places,  in  order  to  command  reeevnes 
sufficiently  krge  to  take  tbie  field  against  the  regular  itrmy  «f 
Oreene.  Sinclair  had  nbthing,  accordingly,  to  apprefaendfroiB 
&is  source — for  a  few  days,  at  least**- and  hiis  cMltiofi  was 
only  to  be  exercised  against  small  bodies  of  mounted  totiea, 
riflemen,  or  caralry,  such  as  were  commanded  by  natiTe  par- 
tisan rangers,  of  fAiom  BidiWrd  Lk^ehttrdt,  li  petsoft  «f 
we  hare  had  ocoasion  to  spieak  mofre  Aan  ^oabe,  but ' 
have  not  yet  had  an  eppoirtiaiity  of  IntrodtMbi^to  tMffeadaK* 
was  a  very  fsiyorable  spednien.  Now,  it  was  tatfiM^'A^ 
though  somewhere  aibout  the  Edisio,  aad  in  tkw  fHSnAa^  of 
Orangeburg,  Captain  Inglehardt  had  none  of 'Us ^  troop  iMi 
him.  A  wound  in  the  arm,  which  had  disftbk^hinr 'from  actire 
service,  had  temporarily  deprived  him  of  his  command  wMdi 
was  operating  with  Bawdon's  cavalry— ^ an  arm  in  which  iStm 
British  general  was  weak — on  the  fittiks  of  bis  aiiny,'8eciatlB^ 
foraging,  aiid  doing  the  usual  duties  of  cavaliy,  thoi^  naAy 
mounted-riflemen.  Still  tnglehardt,  it  was  also  known,  was  loM 
Mrficientiy  an  kivalid  to  be  rendered  idle  df  AeoeM^,  aaft  ft 
was  understood  that  he  had  been  doing  aB  the  recruilkif  wiiMb 
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Wfaftt  bh  tneoess  IumI  been  m  that  Mrvice****  whether  he  had 
Meued  feir  or  nuny  reemitS"— w«»  a  matter  wboUj  unknown 
to  Sinclair*  aadrendeied  th«  ntniost  fare  necessary » on  hit  part, 
in  making  his  approaekea  to  the  enemy's  ^oond*  He  pnrtiied* 
£or  tUa  reason*. a  aomewhat  oiii^tons  route;  and*  stopj^ng  at 
Bnmph's  plaice,  on  Tinrkey  hiU>  to  leave  a  whi^ered. message 
with  M-hitkhl  negro,  for  the  eav^  of  bis  master,  widi  which  the 
latter  inalaady  **pui  oM^"-^knowitig  very  certainly  where  to 
£mi  hia^-SinoUBr  reswBsed  hia  psqgpsess^  and,  riding  at  his 
knnna,  oMitrK^ed.to  p«C  himself  .in  the  cover  of  the  Cawcaw 
sarampi  a  tobntary  <>£ 'the  Edistob  and  within  a  mile  of  Orange- 
bHqg»  jnat  after  nigbiihad  settled  dorm  npon  th^  forest* .  He]:^ 
ba  fiyttenad  bit  haree».  hiding}  him  awi^  in  a  thicW  which  was 
jDot.  easfly  penetsablOf'and  witbpistels  care&lly  re|Kfimed,  and 
bit  jwood  and  knife  eonveiiiMt  tO:bis  glntcb,  ha  teokbis  way 
ant  and  npwarcly  making  fearlessly  £or  tbe  village. 

The  pretty  little,  handet-  of  O^ai^burg,  thoqgh  so  situated 
at  to  oonstitnte  an  important,  dsp6t  and  port  of  rest  and  watch 
during. the  existing  war;  and  the  uses  of  wluch»  in  the  same 
way^  iiad  been  exeieised  in  frequent  colonial  periods ;  was  yet, 
at  the  tima  of  which  we  write,  a  very  small  setdemeni,  number 
ing  temawbai  less  than  two  hundred  inhabitants*  white  and 
Uack,  in  vary  equal  munbenk  The  vUlage  lies  a}ong  the  banks 
of  the  North  iSdisto,  half  a  mile  from  die  river*  It  is  neatly 
,  laid  o«tr  with  aem^  regard  to  regulnrity.  and  contained  in  1701 
tavaral  vary  daeent  dwellings»  according  to  the.  notions  of  that . 
dayt.and  boasted  of  several  well-bred  and  pdished  Inhabitanta; 
tOBia.  of  whom  were  comparatively  wealthy.  The  buildings 
ware  usually  of  sioaU  aine,  seldom  exceeding  two  stories,  rooms 
and  ebambers  being  on  a  contracted  scale,  as  is  still  the  cs^ 
motdy  in  the  southern  dwellings  of  the  forest-country«  Thera 
were  two  taverns,  and  perhaps  as  many  lodging-boiiBes  for 
more  private  aeeommodation.  A  proof  of  the  progresiB  of  civ 
iliaation,  the  jail  was  one  of  ample  dimensions  and  adequate 
strengdi,  and  so  located  as,  in  the  event  of  necessity,  to  become 
a  citadeir  overawing  the  settlemant.  It  had  been  already  used 
Ibor  this,  purpoaa  by  the  Britidi*  There  was  oue  great  fabric 
betidet<^a  sect  of  baiar,  the  property  of  good  ^dd  Gbristc^ber 


with  the  'Bed^nren,  wfao^wwe  if*H>nt'%o  aMMmlde'k'gMatJ&iini- 
bers,  Oattawbas  atid  Oongat^esrat  hfii  ^weiHiig-^tli^  b«B»in 
qxtestkm-^'which  fltodd  6n  tke  angle' t;fii-«qiittm«t^4he  low 
entrance  of  the  Tillage.  Here  he  aeewvHilaiied  audi  ^atovw^u 
the  Bed^mett  craved,  and  received  In  retnm  their  tos  mkL  pal- 
tries.  Here  he  had  amassed  a  considerable  ibrtune,  intiria^ 
from  war,  if  not  from  iiiade,  tmd  holding  -a.  fesllMii»4raai  i^ 
and  past  performances,  which  suffered  bini^in^liSa^iiBtter.dajFt, 
to  go  tmaeathed  by  eilihev  paerty  dwng  dM  progren  of  Ae 
Bevolotiidnary  fend.  But,  nearly  dowft  jto  thia  pmod,  tlia  ia- 
dian  basar  of  tiie  -old  frader  wa^mdallj'  thtonged  widi  his 
wild  visits,  to  the  gratification  of  tilielada'«f  JMiBla.  Bmm, 
tinder  the  exciting  itifllMftee  of  tile  atvoagiwatamwhiolii'tlHgr 
too  ''parKrasly^  loved,  iimy  danced  and  jwakstad  ift«r  tlwir 
grotesque  fashion ;  theu*  nide  spotta  aomelhnas'proviiig  ^ule 
as  tronblesome  to  thefrmove  civ^ftaed  neigkbova-— the  boyv  ax- 
'cepted — as  ftey  w^-e  gMMftil  to  themselves.  Bat'Kjt-iBawe, 
as  he  was  more  fiamiHarly  knoWn  in  the  precinct,  was  wall 
aware  of  the  processes  by  whieh  to  tame  th^r  hMnota,  and 
when  a  qniet  suggestion,  or  an  adroit  diversion^  Mled  te  teSng 
them  to  order,  he  did  not  scruple  to  soothe  tdMim> down 'wadi  an 
oaken  towel — a  sort  of  rale  in  which "l^e  old  soldier -iMidcaK) 
nttle  fkith.  He  had  learned  cixceHent  lesscMia  iof  diacipline,<par- 
ticnlarly  among  liie  Bed^inen»"from  freqn^Kt' service  in  Ike  M 
IVenbh  itnd  Indian  Waiv  elong'Che  bei*d|a«  i^ike  OavoUauMMl. 
'¥{rginia^==^a  region  which  admirably  trained  the  yoang  aakm- 
ists  of  the  sovrth  for  the  great  eontest^whioh  waa  «^ren  ttheo  in 
-preparatioii  with  the  mothe^-oonnliy.  HUb  eommission  m  4ke 
reghnent  bf  foot,  led  by  OoloneUohn  <%evillette,  ia^aiill  extnt, 
bearing  the  date  of  1755,  and  the  signature  #f  Groveraov  GkHHi^ 
a  civilian,  whose  ambition  it  was  to  make  amllteryfigiiret  with- 
out the.  adequate  bone  and  muscle  ibr  military  boota.  But  aD 
this  is  digressive,  particularly  as  our  veteran  has  retired  equal- 
ly from  war  and  trade,  and,  at  the  period  ef  our  atoi^,  waa  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  tolerable  degree  of  repose-^as  much  aacirtl 
war  can  possibly  allow — under  his  own  vine  and  %-trae«  Hia 
dwelling,  one  of  size  as  we  have  said,  with  aaadtff  >w«Mkoiiaas 
contiguous,  was  now  dSstif^tAshed  by  mf^pelkt  9^i 
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■tieiehed  imwu  mannerovs  seroi  torn  ikmminkhtn-  of  the 
▼Olange  to  a  eooBidatable  cUBtancQ Trimy  the  mwv-  Om  liidf  of 
lUvtemtorjr  fapjr  ttiU'^w  tke  oiigiiud -fbreit;>  and  ta  povtiea  ol 
tyi  "wai  awanp,  deaMt  iatrioale^  ancl  o(fiirlyuig:  wkh  fm^oBtio 
tracs,  forming  a  propar  place  of  harlKiMige' for  liw  oatlyii^ 


To  this  faarbtaaga,  a^oidmydia  viQagecnreniwlrilBaoiBpatteil 
to  ap)madiife»  Wffiia  Madalr  laade  fait  mmy,  and  whan  tha 
daiteoM  faomiBad  to  aftiid  tmn  adaqaata  oovariag,  iia  itok  vf 
to  tiia  faonoa  of  tha  vetetan  «aptaia.  The  lattor  nit  in  •Ui 
piaaza«->-a  Itnttuj  with  "wiifob  n<»80titiiem  honweholderwiHiniilj 
Skfpenai^  and  on  the  foala«ter  eat  a  <taniBaiii  of  Jamatea  mod^ 
amti^  dashed  irfth  isimple  water.  They  diaah  hir«tc«hraafhili 
h»  thofe  Aajs,  were  t«itiyh  of  hvahi  ae  of  mnsele,  and  inereatfad 
iti^*p4fkeady^tiheir  potatkms ^at  tho«e  honra  when  brani  and 
tntiMle  wene  eqairlly  permitted  to  fbre§^  all  datty  datfies.  We 
b*re  t«a0oti  to  tbinic  that  old  Kft  Be^we'sTM>gg{nthat  Mghti^at 
ftat  hoar-^tffne,  or  thereibeuM — was  of  espebia)  AiiKtrr.  Wa 
aaly  lidd,  speei:ihg<lt)ttt  antherfty ,  thathe  was  abeadyhalf  thraagh 
it,  hnd  was  ttecKtating  its  plesisantnem  of  €avor»  inthele^tOM 
wttfeh  he  had  taken,  when  his  thoughts  were  snddeifly  tamed 
ilito  a  new  and  Tery  differeivt  thimnet,  by  a  peenliar  whisde  on 
die  edge  of  the  wodd,  west  of  the-  dweHin^. 

He  knew  all  abont  that  whistle,  and  he  anSweved  it*^and« 
j«st  here,  a-^ord  or  two  may  net  be  amiss  on  the  sabjeot  of 
Ae'  poKties  of  the  pbopte  in  -this  seetion  of  the  state.  *  Of  this 
ih«eter,  w^  hav«  already  satd  sdmedfting  at  the  opening  ef  iMi 
nhfrMtiTe-^htf«*e  s^ken  at  large  in  oar  Mitotic  satAmiary  at 
the  beginning ; — bnt  it  may  be  ffroper  h«ire  to  r^/peat  that  'th« 
OHmgebttrg  pre^!n<^  was  divideii  itt  its  sebtiinerfta  with  re- 
gard to  the  Beveltttiou  difided'^tiite  as  niue4i  baoaase  of  pi<in» 
ct{de  as  pdliey-^thiff  Is,  So  'fttr  as  IhelnAttire  af^^  dontfe^s^ersy 
#*§  miderstood.  Btft  lh<s  subject  of  ^(Jntroversy  was  not  ^ery 
intM^tt)te  to  enir  simple  fimners,  many  of  #hom  wrtrefofsigwers, 
speaking  no  other  langnage  than  tfle  ^efman,  snbd '  btii  ftw  of 
^oni*had  e¥er  beeti  !ifflnen<*dl)y  vhf  mottv*  pfompthig  the 
Jtedy  df  this,  ot  any  <rther  to^f^  the  knewledgft  of  whieh  coald 
only  be  gleaned  from  books.    Fer  that  itfAtfer,  wheti  parties 
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-**-arB  rarelf.wftdibefiBVB  th» people  l^.tibdr  pofakima  >adi 
perhaps^  ar6  sctfvely  neeeiniry  *•  bd  mate^  Bat  tins  ende 
Oertahilji  asi<mg  our  Dutch  ialmbitaiits.  along  tke  Ediale,  -wWr 
oertain  exeeptionar  ilie  8eiitim«Bi»  wkether  for  or  agaioet  tiie 
revololionaiy  mov«aeiit»  was  by' no  oea^e  a  wann  or-impa»' 
sioned  one,  except  among  the  yonng  men — and  they,  as  xmai$ 
were  governed  moa^j  bj  ^asaoeiation,  by  feeloig,  and  not  by 
any  conviction  of  absolnte  dnty ,  ike  iMnk  df  i^  cahn  diaevanon* 
andalidl«ndarataoding0ftheoMtr«reMy.  The  oUer  inhftU* 
lanta acoordiagly,  like  KiA  fiewe,. flood  aloof  ftmrn  the  iaene; 
aikd  as  they  had  already  aervedi  thciir  titae  to  Ihetpnblie  efld* 
gency^  their  acmples  aatd  indiSerenoe  were  regarded  with  a  nar 
taral  and  piK^r  tndnlgenoe.  Their  aona^  however*,  wieae  set  aa 
cautions.  They  were  ta  be  found  in  opposite  ranks  ^  fhengk»  as 
rebelUen  has  always  a  certain  chi^nB  far  yoang  blood»  the  gyoalar 
number  were  with,  the  Bevointiofe^ists,  and  thia  prepeaderaaaa 
as  natnr&Uy  determined  the  ptodil^ctiens  oC  the  aged  •  a«d  » 
fiisn.  Wber0  they  couldnot  take  the  ield  theiaselvM.  thciy 
wocked;  in  secret ;  foand  refoge  for  the  fagiti^ie,  t^Mied-bi^haat^ 
sapplied  his  wants,  Aumished  .eonnsel  and  intelljgem^e  to  the 
more  active,  and  did  good  service  of  whieh  tradttion  alone  pm* 
aervea  the  reetird.  Marion  eo^coaraged  these  parties  to.  keep  ly 
a  friendly  intercourse  with  the*  British>  and  reaped  the  fiA 
benefits  of.  this  policy » 

But  enougli  of  this  I  Enough  that  good  old  Kit  Bowe  uadev*' 
itood  that  signal  whsile,  answered  it,  and  put  another  taakarjL 
ia.  readiness,  with,  the  squaaee  Dutch  .pottler  a  g^  half-gaHM 
receptaele»  in  near  Atighborhood  of  the  ample  a^  ftixm  wbiah 
he  was  imbibiiig  his^own  potent  draugbta. 

The  coast  waS'  dear,  and  WiUie  Sindaii  soon  made  his  mp* 
pearaacct  and  joined  the  old  man  in  the  pmaa* 

'*  Take  it  Mmmgf  ma^or,"  said  the  veteranr  poiatoig  to  Iba 
ve«ael-n-f'it'anoua»te  Wfstegoodliqujor9p^  thinwMtfi  w4 
Ireekwi  yoor'DBoff  a  longd^y'arida^!  The.  Jasyaaaaigaod; 
•«^nitte  yeiir4«Jd  in  jthia.  )¥>affe." 

^'AW's.a/igoodasa'WinktaAblind.horaet  flapMoi^ABd  it 
needs  neither  nod  nor  wink  to  persuade  a.tbirs^  one.  Butow 
lieads  are  not  auite  as  stronsf  nowMLrdays,  as  when  jfou  Anal 
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studied  the  laws  of  drink  ai^  disciiJiBQ^  and^-^whM  do  70U 
ih'mk  of  that  T"-^ showing  the  color  of  the  mixture*   * 

'*  Too  thin  for  service  in  hot  weather  and  on  a  I<mg  di^'tf 
march/' 

"'Twill  do!  'twont  exactly  make  my  aoconntd  square  widk 
the  world,  but  it  will  suffice  to  bring  me  round.  And  bdw  do  70U 
carry  your  shoulders,  captain,  under  the  heavy  burdens  of  life  V*^. 

*' Why,  major,  life  is  not  a  bad  thing  if  you  kniow  how  to 
treat  it, well.  I  don't  know  but  X  eoald  stimd  the  weight  ot 
twanfy  more  years  tacked  on  to  mine.  I  shouldn't  object  im 
taking  a  jump  backward  tw^ty  years*  for  I  find,  nii^otr,  tbiit 
the  got  is  not  so  pjea^apt  as  the  getting  r  and^iJbAt.it'a  in  die  we 
of  life  and  not  the  mere  having  |t)  that  Ire  find  aU  the  goiod^ 
it,  and  I  reckon  most  of  the  religion  too."  .  I 

"  Ah !  if  you  were  twenty  years  younger*  •eaptax)),  I  might 
hope  to  see  you  on  a  trail  now.  Then  I'd  be  sme'  you'd/take 
die  field  .with' the  best  of  us,'|ind  harre  afamous  darii.now  and 
then  at  these  British  blackguards."  .1] 

"Tes^  indeed;  and  any  color  of  gaards.  iBul  you're  aU: 
getting  on  very  wdl  without  me-"  '  .. .      i 

«Ahl  howdoyouknow  thl^r 

*'  I  don't  kmno  it.    PreeionB  Uttle  do  we  gel  to  kilow  in  Aese 
quiet  parts.    But  I  Jitl  it    I  judge  hf  feeling  pretty  nuck, 
end  that  brings  me  mteUig^ce.    Thene's  ^mething.  iti  t&e^ 
wind  that  brings  people  knowledge  of  what's  goin^  ron/  else^^ 
where.    There's  signs  that  you  can't  see^  that  you  only  &el,. 
that  help  yen  to  judge  of  the  doings  of  the  world.    Ncrw,  though 
I  don't  hear  a  syllable  of  wj&at*s  doingf  between  the  t^e  armies* 
until  its  all  over,  yet  I  feel  sure  that  the  British  areegpiiig 
baekwaa^    It's  str«ige  ^at  I  feel  so  eertaia ;  but  I've  aht sfyt  ^ 
found  «  sort  of*-«  what  do  you  oall  it — «  sort  of  inatioritf  tfiat 
eeemed  ta  tell  me  whaitwas  ta  hafi^^en  whenever  the,-  efiiir  jU ' 
a  great  one,  and  likely  to  do  na:httrt,  er.giveuillidp^THis  {flaeee' 
ns  or  to  trouble  us.    And  Just  now^  I'm  ae  confident  of  eui  gutins, 
aa  if  I  4ukI.  U  fi^om  the  best  sntAocity.    Yet  the  i  Iwt^  nemrs^  tw^s 
that  Bawdon  wes  driving  Greene,  before  htel,  ea  e  ditmken* 
jockey  drivea  a  fufliirdtter ;  anddidnH  I  ate  wkh  ray  ewnfejboi^j 
his  three  brand-new  Irish  regiments  that  he  marebed  thrMigh 
the  vSlage  withlsoni^Gheiilesten/'  -  ^.  «  *  -rr'    -   1    ;  .  * 
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^  Y^  toe  right.  We  are  gsiiiMg  grotfnd ;  and  it  will  not  h6 
long  before  ytm  see  his  lordship  back  wlA  his  new  regiments  a 
Mh)e  redtieed  in 'flesh  and  6]^ifit  and  in  nnmbers." 

"  They  have  it  hot  enough  for  long  marching  now.  It's  been 
all  day  Hke  biases  fn  the  sky.'' 

"We  shall  probably  have  some  fighting  nnd^r  yonr  own  eyes 
befbre  long.  Ghreene  has  turned  about  npon  Rawdon,  and  is  in 
pursuit  of  him  in  turn.'* 

And  a  lo»g  talk  ensued  between  the  two,  in  which  Sinclair 
rec<Muited  all  those  events,  in  the  relative  progr^bs  of  the  two 
vmies»  vhick  the  ether  had  not  heard. 

'^  And  now,  eaiptahi,  tonehing  matters  more  near  home.  Ts 
Tttglehardt  still  about  the  village  r 

**  He  keeps  his  quarters  there  1" 

«*Whiret  at  w*hose  house  f** 

'*  Widow  Broee^,  as  yo«i  might  have  guessed." 

**Tru«,  so  stdtit  a  leyalist  as  she  is,  with  such  a  profbond 
faith  in  the  graces  and  virtues  of  C^rge  the  Thtrd,  Must  have 
p^MMessed  Iniiftlle  atlriM^lens  f6r  io  g6od  a  Stibjeet  But,  while 
I  can  understand  how  he  shotdd  desire  to  lodge  with  her,  I  do 
not  see  why  she  should  accommodate  him.  She  is  such  an  arls- 
tomit  Aat,  I  feiicM»  e^n  a  good  kryaHst,  unless  backed  by  the 
pi^eitige'^  «a  ancvetft  fteiiy,  would  hardly  persuade  her  to  re* 
cefr e  him.  Besides,  she's  well  off,  and  ifi  receiving  lodgers,  has 
QSBtily  adnrittad  those  only  who  could  assert  their  d^ttSes 
without  rsgard  to  their  merits." 

''Obi  it's'all  owing  to  ihe  times.  Bverythhag's  iti'sttdi  coh- 
ftision  «oW|  that  peojrfe  who  have  got  money  need  fiieftds  of  A\ 
sorts,  j«8e  ts  kelp  them  to'keep  H.  Widdw  Bhiee  Is  nib^  <^ 
and  eondesben«Khg  now  than  she  #i^  and  Are  tatk^  in  1!ke'jfi^ 
ver's  soft,  tpko  is  oHptaift  of  m^mnted  trien,  aiid  never  trbitHss 
Ms  pride  by  tblltag  Mm  hsrw  otfl<Jn  tiie  hi*  se^  ^Is  d*d,  Mre- 
legpid>  iHring  hia  steers  to  market" 

**  Hat  ke  ree^rered  >frsm  his  weatid." 

^ Pretty  imkh.  It's  a  little  sttflsh,  I  redLon^  bat  h^v aUe 
tmwke  it  I  s«w  Mas  net  ^liree  days  ago  en  holifelffca:;  ri^dTie 
iiisd  the  -wotnided  arm  #itho«t  any  trouble  that  T  eMrfd  aefe.** 

••  How  Imm  he  got  on  recmithig  akmg  the  rfrer  f 

*'  Well,  I  reckon  the  chance  fbr  Mm  #a«  small.    He  kakit 
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locked  np  manj,  and  tbe  few  he's  got'  av'n't  of  much  aooeont 
Bat  he's  got  some,  and  I  rackoai  he'll  keep  'em  about  him.  If 
he  didn%  there^  eno?^  about  I3ie  vSlage,  «t  tnMe**-now  ihat 
he's  got  ever  his  wonnds'^to  mdse  a  daafa»  sad  cany  khn  eff. 
Bnt  don't  jom  risk  a  good  4bal,  mtjor,  to  be  oon^ngliere.em* 
(j^haoded,  just  abont  this  time  V 

No !  I  think  not.  I  keep  dose,  trust  nobodji  t&A  my  way, 
have  weapon  ready^  and  my  horse  harbors  close  at  hand  in  the 
swamp." 

''The  fiuneus  black!  Ah  I  he's  a  beanty,  and  deserves  a 
dragoon's  confidence!  'But  take  eare!  There^s  some.aboni 
Qrajngeburg  that  don't  love  any  of  yonr  bkod,  and  would  make 
no  bbnea  of  butchering^  you,  or  selling  yon  to  In^hasdt,ibr 
the  weight  of  one  of  yoor  buttons  in  gold.  I  redcon  you  aro 
satisfied  that  Inglebardt  would  Uke  no  better  trade  than  to  buy 
yen  at  any  price." 

«<Ahl  you  think  so  f" 

''Yes,  indeed !  If  he  knows  as  much  as  I  do — if  he  knew 
as  well  as  me,  how  often  you  get  up  to  Holly J!)ale !" 

''  I  suspect,  my  good  old  friend,  that  he  knows  quite  enough 
to  feel  no  good  will  for  me ;  I  shall  accordingly  try  to  keep  out 
of  his  clutches  while  I  can." 

"  But,  major,  is  it  not  rather  a  strange  way  to  keep  out  of  his 
clutches,  by  coming,  as  I  may  say,  almostinto  'em  1" 

**  No  doubt,  could  he  see  or  suspect  my  presence." 

"  But  he's  all  suspicion,  major.  He's  the  .ec^est,  cunningest 
Ayegt,  most  suspicious  person  you  ever  did  see,  and  wonderftdly 
wtmrt,  He  guesses  at  a  thing  sooner  than  any  man  I  ever 
knew.  And  he  l^as  his  spies  all  about.  And  he's  merciless 
when  he  gets  the  whip-hand  of  jovl  Now,  ikhere  would  be  no 
chance  for  you,  if  he  once  had  you  in  his  power ;  and  he'll  get 
you  there,  as  sure  as  flint  and  steel,  if  you  trust  anything  to 
Captain  Travis." 

"  That  is  tbe  chief  danger,  captain ;  and  it  so  happens  that  I 
must  trust  to  Travis.  I  have  business  with  him ;  must  see  him  | 
must  risk  something  to  do  so )  and  must,  in  some  degree,  rely 
upon  his  word." 

^  Then  let  me  just  say  one  thing :  keep  knife  and  pistols 
re^y  when  you  meet  him ;  and,  at  the  first  wink  of  mischief. 
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out  with  Steel  and  bullet  and  pitdi  into  him«  savage  as  an  Vi- 
dian when  he  wants  to  feel  the  hair.  There's  no  way  else. 
Travis  is  in  and  oat  of  the  Tillage  evexy  day.  Take  hiia  on 
the  roadside,  and  when  he's  had  no  ehanee  to  set  his  ttg^pB  for 
yon.  That's  the  way.  Yon  can  find  ont  if  he  comes  into  the 
village  to-morrow.  It'll  be  soon  after  break&st  if  he  does. 
Then  waylay  him  and  have  your  talk  ont  in  ihe  bnshes.  I 
know  how  yon  feel  toward  hb  daughter  Bertha,  and  she's  a  girl 
that's  a  sort  of  beautifnl  apology  for  a  bad  father,  but  I  can't 
help  telling  yon  jnst  what  I  know  is  the  truth.  Beware  of  the 
.  father,  whatever  yoti  mkj  feel  fer  the  child  1" 

We  need  not  pursue  this  conversation,  though  the  par- 
ties did  till  a  tolerably  late  houTv  whan  Willie  Sinclair,  in 
spite  of  the  (^d  man's  invitation,  took  refuge  in  the  swamp 
with  his  horse,  to  whom  he  canied  ont  an  armful  of  fodder 
and  a  sack  of  corn.  We  need  scarcely  state  tha^  Kit  £ove 
gave  the  major  a  good  supper,  though  at  a  late  hour,  which 
was  washed  down  with  a  fresh  stoup  of  Jamaica,  when  the 
young  man  was  again  exhorted  to  toile  it  strong,  as  a  secmri^. 
against  the  night  air.  We  do  not  say  that  he  neglected  the  in- 
junction. There  were  some  small  matters  of  business,  relating 
to  the  war,  transacted  between  them,  which  do  not  need  more 
particular  mention,  and  the  night  had  sped  on  to  the  email 
hours  ere  they  separated.  At  dawn,  Willie  Sinclair  had  crossed 
the  river,  at  tibe  bridge,  just  below  the  village,  and  had  planted 
himself  in  waiting,  dose  in  the  thicket,  but  near  enough  to 
watoh  the  river-^road  firom  above,  taking  Kit  Bowe's  eounsd  ta 
intercept  Travis  without  notice,  and  in  a  q»ot  where,  if  his  pas* 
poses  were  treacherous,  he  could  possess  no  agencies^  other  than 
his  own,  fer  putting  them  in  execution. 
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••  cmntSB  OF  TKUB  LOVB." 

**  IMt  AoeepUbly  oooe  I 
Th%  art  of  number  ean  not  eoant  the  honn 
Thou  hatt  been  abtent"— Middlroic 

TflOVCrR  {xr^ared  to  wait  patiendjr,  f69  the  ai^pearanoe  of 
the  party  whom  he  sought,  Willie  Sinelak  was  Irf  no  meawi 
prepared  to  wait  m  yaisu  But  mieh  was  his  luek  on  this 
occasion.  Fastening  his  good  steed  in  the  deep  thiekets 
-v^ieh  spread  between  the  road  and  rirer,  he  put  himself  in 
position,  so  as  to  watch  the  former  from  a  spot  where  he 
himself  might  lie  nnseen.  By  nature,  he  was  ndt  a  person  of 
very  patient  temperament.  Hia  blood  coursed  freely  and  im- 
petuously in  his  veins.  His  moods  were  all  ardent.  He'lived 
properly  in  action.  But  he  had  scmiewhat  schooled  this  nature,  • 
and  partisan  war£ure  is  of  an  admirable  sort  to  assist  in  the 
proper  training.  A  few  awkward  little  rererses,  some  surprises, 
and  narrow  escapes,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  had  been  of 
great  service  to  onr  young  major,  as  to  most  of  the  partisan 
gentry  of  the  country,  in  curbing  their  natural  impatienoe  of 
character,  and  quieting  their  impulses  to  more  staid  paeeii. 
Willie  Sindair  had  learned  something  of  that  grand  and  neoea- 
sary  lesson— 'SO  essential  to  all  progress  and  development— se 
particulaily  essential  to  success  in  everything— to  wait  1 

"  Patience  and  shuffle  the  cards,"  he  muttered,  after  he  had 
lingered  for  an  hour  in  the  same  spot ;  and  he  orossed  to  the 
opposite  side  fer  relief.  But  anoth«nr  hour  passed  unprofitably, 
and  another.  The  sun,  qieanwhile,  rose  high  in  heaven.  The 
winds  were  bushed.  It  was  one  of  those  terribly  clear  days  in 
midsummer,  when  the  sun  rules  with  despotic  sway  ,*  wjien  the 
eye  looka  up  vdnly  for  a  friendly  cloud  to  interpose ;  when  the 


air  is  glittering  with  qaivering  motes,  in  that  incessant  motion 
which  pains  the  sense  to  behold ;  and  when  the  brain  seems  to 
reel  and  bum  in  sympathy  with  the  hot  glare  and  vibratory 
motion  of  the  firmament.  Where  Sinclair  watched,  there  was 
no  need  of  shelter  from  the  sun.  Never  was  gnardian  shade 
more  sure  and  solemn,  than  in  those  deep  thickets.  Great  stal- 
wart pinect  rose  up  oiit4)£  a  ^e^se  ^Udemess  of  undergrowth ; 
i^edars  and  scrubby  oaks — a  thousand  varieties — all  seemed 
struggling  forward  io  jorowd  eyery  int^Vf^  of  space,  stretching 
upward  as  emulous  of  every  ray  of  light,  while,  like  the  roo& 
of  great  cathedrals,  of  grand  attd  delicate  tracery,  the  broad 
branches  of  fhe  pine  stretcl^ed  overhead,  'Itit^mced,  linking 
arms,  twining  mazily  together,  and  spreading  great  shields,  as 
it  >nw^  i^bove  awd  ibro^i*  ^  j^  %o  4e»f  ^  m^^ii^  of 
«uiUght  the  privilege  to  strike,  b/oiqw. 

But,  if  thus  sheUexed  from  the  glfirfsi*  tj^  ir^on  b^low  vjis 
e^uaUy  sheltered  from  tt^e  bre^se*  Not  a  breath  cooJLd  pene- 
jbrate  that  spmbi:oU8  a^id  s|to»t.^^uctiwyf  Jt)^ot  a  }^  trembM 
wider  Abe  pulsing  prieeeuraof  tie.«^byy.  Itgrew  tP  Vd.fftifling 
hot,  and  our  lurking  qi^jor.felt  itnec^s^^y  to  cl^age  Imposi- 
tion frequently,  to  escape  the  feeUngo^.f^tintn^ss  which  became 
too  oppressive  for  endurance. 

Qut  change  of  position  brought  no  relief.  Even  military  par 
tience  could  endure  it. no  longer.  B[e  bad  now  waited  for  more 
.than  four  mortal  honr^,  and  in  vajn.  Qci  lyad  se^  j^  human 
beiag — nay,  not  even  a  squi^el.  It.  ^as  %  time»  it  ;ia^gt  be  re- 
«ambered»  when,  the  condition  of  the  j9Qun^y,  mider  the  rfL^en- 
ouaison«wi^ption  of  both  armies^  was  f^pvo^ing^fiimiQa ;  and 
»v9My  beast  of  the  forests  that  opuU  be  made.tilie  Bc^y  <^.hu^ger» 
Mk  a  victim  to  the  insatiate  ^petites  of  a  half^s^rvj^  popula- 
tion. .Squirrels  aud  rabbits. arq  rare)y  eaten  in  the  aouth,  and 
they  multiply  am^aaii^gly  at  ordinary  perio^a.  But  iiow,.if  you 
beheld  a  squirrel,  he  was  a  di^fion/iolate,  weariiji^  moumii^  for 
4iis  tribe  1  He  looked  like  one  who  felt  his  desolation.  Yoa 
might  aee  him  at  sunset  sitting  melancholy  upoi^  the  top  of 
«ome  rotten  tree»  musing  sadly  upon  the  prospect,  like  Caius 
Marius  among  the  ruins  of  Carthage.  We  may  jm^y  forgive 
4he  impatienee  of  ovpr  Ikero,  if  it^grcKw  vmiiS *^i&e^Jwt  hms§ 
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di  iinA^  in  ^eiKb  e  i^egion,  and  mider  ««ch  dremnisttBoeff  of 
heat  and  solitnde. 

BeddM,  il  -ttant  not  beibifoiten  that  h«  was  h«t  « tnile  or 
two  from  HoUj-Dale,  and  HollT-Dftle  wasiha  home  of  Beithn 
Trsvis^^dialdannidof  whom  wehsvB  heafd  iomedmi^abeady, 
of  whom  w«  diidl  know  mere  presentlj,  and  of  whom  the  mism- 
oriesy  in  Ae  heart  and  btain  of  braT«e  WilHe  SHncUdv,  were  at 
ooMe  perpetually  aoli\He  and  deKcieiirij  exciting. 

Oar  major  of  di'agdoua  was  as  brare  a  iioMiei,  as  erertoriled 
wftm  a  hroadawoid ;  hat  \m  was  as  fmd  a  lev^er  as  ever  btic4t- 
M  a^air  wdOHDt  like  m  &€At«f  beantj,  te  his  bosom.  Hw  was 
not,  k  is  trae»  k  >sell  seotidental  eavalier ;  but  lie  was  an  ear^ 
nest  %3dA  remf  j^assknate  6ne.  Love  wi A  him  was  tibt  a  mere 
aeatiment.  It  was  %  neiissirj'  and  a  lite.  It  was  tie-  smaii 
trial  of  bis  strenfth  t6  require  him  to  wait  and  watch  for  iyoors, 
wlien  within  afcfw  bemads  of  th«  home  wliere'his  beeutf  har- 
bored ;  esd  it  was  flo  small  MSrificewhieh  he  made  to  a  patri* 
ode  j^licTv  dm^  fenr  homw  whioh  he  denied  to  love. 

fie  eonld  -iesy  ^e  tender  iaterest  no  longer..  Oondndipg 
that  Oaptain  Tratris  was  ^oot  to  risit  Orangebmrg  that  day,  he 
resolved  teseek  him  at  home.  He  mmti  seek  him^^muit  meet 
lRa^«^hat  day  or  the  next}  ahd  -Aris  noW  seetned  the  only 
proper  process  fer'dbing  so;  whatever  might  be  the  peril  which 
it  woiw  inv^ofve. 

He  Mt  that  Kit  Bowe  was  right.  He  felt  fliat  tliere  was 
pei^  lVavis,tii4ngfa  dMiMiM  of  Bertha,  was  not  <$he  in  ifHom' 
foith  might  be  pot  easily.  He  was  a  man  who  tfotorioesly 
acknowledged  no  considerations  snpefllor  te  these  ef  sc^f.  He 
w«b  greedy bf  gaitt ;  eAger  ^Mrpb^^^eringhig when  iMble,  des- ' 
pdti<rwhen  assaMi  and ^'atrong;  »Hogether,  a  tnan  tMsHjr  d^A* 
eient  ia  tlie  magnssdmemi  vhrtnes.  He  was,  beiides,  smoodf 
and  siditie;  smtipKng  at  no  arts>  to  be  Secured  by  no  pledgets 
when  he  tnigfat'gratiiy  any  of  his  leading  pasrieas.  Wille 
Sindair  weRioftwtiNir  there  Was  iMft  •eae  m^od'^^  seaaritfg 
nikA  miMig  Um  stekdfttst;  Wd  HM*  wW  'b^*  iltddtag  it  Mf 
pdiey  to  te  sei  HeAmefed  tfhat  he"  had  the  ineans*  to  do 
thte^;  and  that.  In  fk«t,  be  had  dbtih  som^thhig  to\irsrd  it 
already.  Bnt  for  this,  he  never  wodM  hflhre  periled  himself, 
alone,  in  tlie  preeincts  of  one  bearing  sneh  a  charaeter,  and 
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rerj  -wM  kjM^wn  to  bein  tke  aotaal  vAifioyfxy&ai  of  the  BritiA 
commandant  of  Charleston. 

Bol;  Smekir  dkmiesed  all  his  dottbt^  as^  momtlinf  his  ^hene. 
he  took  ihe  way  to  Hollj-Dale. 

This  beantifal  Httle  plantation  retreat  laj  on  tiie  west  ade 
of  the  north  branch  of  the  rtver  Ediflto,  bnt  a^  few  inles  abov« 
Orangeburg.  It  eontalbed  abont  a  tbonaand  aeree»  tome  tv«e 
hundred  of  which  were  in  swamp.  But  «  small  poition  of  tike 
tract*  speaking  eoa^atiYelj*  had  been  cleared.  T%e  prodnoe 
was  eom»  ind%o,  and  tobacco,  c«lt»ra4ed  by  some  twen^  slcresi 
We^mat^  here  mentibn»^how)e(!rer»  thsft  TraTis  poasetsed  a'ntnk 
larger  number  of  sl^YOg.  which  hehadeontrnred  tsreecrele  hcf- 
jend  the  Santee,  akid  to  cover  ander  die  jntaso  of  his  wile's  ms* 
ter-^an  old  maid  in  whom  he  entertained  the  most  perfect  aoB> 
fidence.  He  was  thua,  in  some  degree,  eecared  agidnst  Ae 
▼tcissitudes  of  the  whx.  But  he  did  not  feel  hfmsdf  quite  ee- 
cQre»«nd  he  had  in  tiew  even  larger  eperations»  chiefly  open 
British  resources*  whkli  kept  hitn  .perpetualljr  sdietaing*  If  the 
B^tish  triumphed*  he  contemplated  the  valuable,  lands  aiid 
chattels  oi  certain  estates^  the  confiscation  of  which  Upas  certain. 
If  they  succumbed  to  the  revolutioniStSy  there  were  stiH  some 
j^ocesses  by  which  to  fleece  them  before  they  evacuated  ikm 
country.  And,  whate^^er  the  final  result,  it  was  stfll  necesaaiy 
to  his  securities  that  he  should  drive  a  bargain  with  Ae  r«M 
authorities.  He  could  give  tlie  ^aui— such  was  his  sisenrsniice 
to  Willie  Sinclair  ^-jEor  any  favors  which  the  revoIationSsts 
could  bestow. 

But  we  need  not  antie^ate ! 

The  ftj^roaches  to  HoUy-Dale^  whether  firom  abote  er  ha* 
lowf  conducted  you  through  long,  dark,  silent  avennas  of  the 
natural  forest,  to  withinrthree  hundred  yards  of  the  groimds 
and  dwelling-house.  This  bailing,  a  coiafi»rtaUe  fraaie>weik 
of  two  stasias  an  abasemeat,  divided  in  the  centre  by  a  gieat 
passay,  tUeA  south  aad  wei^t,  with  a  piaaaa  rmadng  wbmg  in 
Aent;  aariag  at  each  aUrenUi^  affoided  two-))leasaalt  guast^ 
chambers.  The  hcuM  was  «<ft  «H»e  that,  a  short { quarter  af 
a  mile  fVam  the  river,  bat  a  pleasant  wood  between,  of  mas- 
sive old  trees,  shut  the  latter  out  from  sight  The  ridge  apea 
which  thadwdling  steod,^was  consideraUy  above  the  general 
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le^of  tivefim»t«ti«i)^«Bdgn^hui%iian:ow6d  t&mfumiMmlMy 
—a  gouMy  bluff  upon  tbe  nver«— dM  l«id  ^m  eithcv  aicke  rap-) 
idly  elophig  wimy^  tiU  it  idbtided  into  doue  tmrnm^;  %  y«tt 
thicket,  thoroughly  massed  with  foliage,  through  whieh,  i»  inata 
of  freshet,  the  river  swept  unobstructed,  attd  which,  at  allr  tiaies, 
wu  penetrated  bj  ila  tribatavy  waters,  ereeks,  kganes,  ponds, 
I6udei'iag  h  wbotty  irreclaimable.  The  ridge  eccMpied-by  the 
eetttanent^  being  anady,  bore  among  its  more  massive  ibrest 
trees,  aum^reos  groups  ef  the  hoily,  and  hence  the  name  gtven 
t»-«ho  place.  Suppose  dw  nanal  outhomes  of  a  well-ordered 
seMtenaetttf  worm  fences  endoaing  inmoter  fields,  and  neat  irkfte 
pidings  cnicuinautibing  gardens,  over  which  white  and  ved  reaes- 
dnmbered  at  pkaaafc,  smiling,  Hke  loving  idiots^  stall  oomers, 
and  wemi^  be  eonteat  with  thaa  mucii  said  by  wi^  of  deserip*' 
tion. 

Our  nutjor  of  dragvona  was  not  forgetftd  ai  his  caution.  As 
he  loMW  net  wfaoni  it  raiufht  b^  his  fortime  to  encounter  at  the^ 
iMnae,  he  proceeded  with  due  circumspection ;  and»  stabling  hisi 
horae  m '  the  thickets,  advanced  on  foot  toward  die  open 
grounds.  When  he  reached  the  immediate  bounds  of  the  mU* 
tlement,  he  turned  to  the  right,  and  made  his  way  to  the  Muff 
upon  tkm  thnv.  Stealing  frooi  tree  to  tree,  he  at  length  gained 
tlie  baal»,  and  h>oked  eutopon  the  stream,  which  rolled  along 
placidly,  bright  as  a  silver  serpent  in  the  sunahitie.  At  the 
distance  of  a  hundred  yards  above,  a  littfe  dngoiU-^a  ctooe 
bcUowed,  Indian  fashion,  from  a  cypress  ^-rested  lastly  upon 
the  water,  half  sloded  by  eveihanging  trees.  In  this  sat  af 
youth,  not  more  than  fiyvteto  or  iftean,  £shi^  for  Une-oat 
nnd  pereh«  You  have  never  eaten  the  blue-cat*  of  ike  £diatOi| 
gentle  reader — or  you  havef — in  either  case  you  have  sotee* 
thing  to  live  for.  The  blue-cat  of  the  Bdisto  is  •one  of  the 
nicest  fish  that  swims,  tender  as  young  love,  wl^le/^as'VMiden 
purity,  delicate  as  a  dream  of  innocence,  satisfbatory  as  a  capi- 
tal prise mAk  lottery,  to  mte  who  has  spent  his  last  doHar  in 
the  seMsh  busteess  of^  laedlag  heager  and  elothing'nakednesa. 
Take  an  Bdistoea^ in  Jnly  if  you  •can-^-^bofl,  of  06urse--r*u4e 
as  little  dressing  as  possible,  beyond  the  mdted  butter ;  eschew 
all  fish-saucee,  whatever  thdr  snppoaed  viitues,  and  reconcile 
yourself,  with  all  despatch,  to  a  world  which  is  still  eapaUe  of 
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Oilr  yoQiil^  fiskeniuuiipms  eiddentij  eMnkig  kk  dfaiMr.    Sin- 
elu^  stek  cMni  tin  biwff; irovmed  kis  wtay  nto  the  8waatop,«iid^. 
mtfcteari,  1BMI66II,  ortpi  out  to  4h6  blodLs  not  a  ^mqq  jarda  firan 
thetmioe. 

"  H^niy  !*»  lie  called. 

The  boy  was  in  tke  act  of  Ijikhif^  a  perok— ^a  g#ocUy  aobjaei 
for  sneb  treatment  as  Saint  Dobudic  besto#ed  oa^  hcrotica. 
The  red-belly  ipevoh  of  the  fWsto  is  not  ««e  of  ift0  aldenweiit 
b«t  it  is  nevertfaelen  a  good  eStiaeB — well  io  do  in  Ibe  waloM 
-^mrmed  toraake  biMselfrcispeeted  where  he^goea;  «&d»sol 
tmwiHifig  to  take  off  his  aimers  wtken  the  fight  is  dsMw  #ad 
SRflfer  himietf  to  be  {nroperiy  dressed  :bT  eoteypy  Siftd  table. 
Yon  may  two  year  fish-^aaoes  tcf  on  him*  fiis-delicaey  dees  boI 
revolt  at  strong  condimeirts.  Ib  diat  reqieot^^ere  i»<bot-littte 
sympathy  between  himself  and  the  azure  cat,  his  neighbor. 

^he  hc(y  bad  just  taken  one  ^sf  these  gvodly  perdi  firom  Ae 
waters^  when  bis'tiMbe  was  ta]lisd»  in  low  t»nei»  b«t  snf&niemtly 
iMid  to  reach  Ms  eavs.  He  knew  tiie  Toiee»  drepyedthe-^rfi 
into  the  boail,  and  tamed  about,  sti  'ib.the  twiuUing-  of  an  eye, 
to  Ikee  the  siunmoner. 

"Who  is  it  t" 

TboDi  as  if  he  saw-Arodgk  -all  di8giiises,^e  ciMl  mi  m  a 
roice,  a  liMe  dhatper  and  riiriHer  tban  was  alMdlvtely  ssseritwl 
to  theoccasion :«— 

«« Major  Willie!  is  it  yon t    Oh !  Fm  so ^lad to  see  y«v P 

The  canoe  was  pnt  about  fbr  the  shore  in  a  moment*  and  tiia 
boy  was  soon  clasped  in  the  aittns  of  his  mtlBtary  Ifi^iend.  Yerily» 
t'tall  and  goodly  boy  was  ke,  widia  sotibiowned,  bnt  ftank,  »- 
gemioiis  ikce,  asd  a  4ne  dbik,  sparkling  eya»!fidl  6f  intelligenoa 
andlife. 

•  And  how's  all,  Henry  f '  • 

♦•Wettr^iriil-^anwelL*' 

•^And  Bertha  r 

'^Okl  Ad's  wen  too;  but  she^s  not  in  a  gdod  kdunnr.  ^  Bhtfs 
Men  er^ss'to  me  of  brte.  Won't  do  anytfiiiig^il-aik  tef.  IH^ 
all  owing;  Major  WilKe,  to  yonrnot  coaling  iSteaiy«m:|irsaiissd.*' 

Tk0  major  laughed  merrily. 

** Bat  I'm' eome  now, Henry, and  well seeif  Bertha's  bnanora 
will  ftnptwe.** 
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**  Oh !  when  I  say  she's  been  croa^  ilCl|j«r  WiBm)*  I  don't 
mmtrntkateXMblty.  Oa^  only  been  foxgetfdUiVMl  ^l^o't  mind 
what  I  .fli^,  and  dw$*i  Ao  Jwfai^.I  mk  iier.  Thei%  it'S'  a  we«k 
■iDce  flhe  waa  to  auike  aajiixaea&r.iBe-'r-jBt  aee  what  I  have 
to  fish  with  now — old  cottcm  stnn^  so  rotten  tb«t,a  good  bjg 
fiah  wooM'Snap '-eai  all  to  'piecaa-'-^and  I  do  thitik  ishe's  never 
thought  of  them  aaaee.  And  yen!  doa't  know  b^  w  mmk  I  w^t 
'em.  The  fish 'ace  BOW  biting  fanuNidy.  See  .ifhat  I've  caught  in 
anJbomr.  Thvoeitte  aat»  seven  paroh,andtwojaakfisbtinainbour 
'-^•leas'thanjan.  hoovf  and  if  I  had  oome  outtat  snariset  I  mgbt 
^ave^aaghttwkeaamaiiy^  andif  Iieonaabontsw«iBtirilbe 
aore  to  do^so^   fPhe  river  is  jast  right  dow»  Hijor  .W^Ue — low 

^  Andf  waim  ^ettevgk  r 

^That  iiiis,'.^^ABMPered  the  bey,  wiping  th^aweat^mjiia 
.brow  -^  **  But  you're  wail^.Mi^.  Willie  }  Yoa're  jaot  wounded  t 
Hav^yoa  had  any  more  fighthig }.  Oh!  I  so  wa»t  to  see  you 
a-fighting'^i»a  cliAig6». whh  that  bntve  Uaak'bpcse  I  Where's 
the  bUttk^  M190V  Willia-r^yott  hama'i  had  him  shot  f  He  isn't 
^iUed  or  hurt  I    Where  b  iie  now  }" 

The  queries  of  theboy  pomred  oat  mM  flood.  Sinclair  tried 
to  answer  them  all. 

**  No  !'^  he  jaidp  **ihe  blesk  i«  as  brave  and  sound  as  ever; 
'I'm  .net  hmrt,  aa  yMiaea;  we  bare  had  some  liille  slMrroisbing, 
bnt  nothing  muck;..and«  as. lor  your  seeong  a  fight,  Henry,  I 
wish  you  weae  only  ten  years  elder,  that  you  might  try  your 
-eana  baoadaword  .in. it,  and  etrike^  aide  \ty  side  widi  mOt  in  a 
'ohaagenpen  the  xedooats.*'  .     . 

..    *" Hal  wouldn't  I  then }    How  I  woidd  out  r^t  apd  J^  1 
fiurrah  I  hiaicah  I    How  I  could,  make  'em  ^p  1" 

And  the  bey  yelled  with  the  exoitieg  idoa.  Sinclair  j>ut  hia 
ImumU  on  his  mouth. 

-  ^ Bh  i^^sh!  A  go^  partisan,  Henry,  waits  for  the  moment 
.of  chargefor  giving  the  war-whoop  I  At  all  other  tidies,  his 
•xnle  is  to  know  fimt  who  may  be  liste^il^.  For  we  never  give 
-the  'hurrah'  till  the  broadsword  is  flashing  in  the  air,  and  we 
are  ready  to  smite  with  it,  over  the  shoulders  of  the  enemy." 

'^Ohil.theai/s  nabedy  her#  aow>  Jiigor  Wiilio.    Xoo'^re  guite 
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'*  Wbete't  fovsr  ftlher  r 

"  In  Onmgeknrg.  He  went  ow  yeetotdaj,  afaididb.H  ieoaft 
back  kst  Bight— wont  cone  baok^  I  recken^.tiU  kMnf^V* 

**'  Ah !— but  mother  and  sistev  are  both  at  boine»  and  qvite 
well !    Theresa  been  no  trodble,  Bmtjr'* 

"Not  a  bit!  Oh !  not  a  bit!  AU*^  so  daU  at  home!  We 
ne^^r  8ee>  nor  hear  anything 'hardly  of  thftfightiag,  lor  £irthtt 
keeps  a  dose  toagae.  Oh  Mie  iaso  oleae-'^a^Bk^  «f  his  .woida; 
-^and  then  swther  don't  wami  ,to  hear  of  tks  'wav-i— and  «u  is 
afraM  to  heart  It  is  so  dull,  Higor  Willie,  that. I  vidi  joa'd 
beg  for  mbf  and  carry  me  off  8omewhare».whare  I  could  aee 
something,  and  learn  to  dealittla of  the fightmg  mjaelL  Wl^, 
I  can't  even  try  my  gon.  Father  says  powder's  too  noaace^aad 
there's  nothing  to  shoot;  and  that's  ttvar^nftbeBete. no. seeing 
even  a  squirrel  ;<-*and  Other's  hid  Hiyf;naiin  his  own  room. 
He  says  people  would  take  it  away  from  wa,  .  Bat  wonld  they, 
do  yon  think.  Major  Willie,  if  I  had  a  good  laadia  it»  and  had 
only  time  enough  te  draw  sight  9    I'd  like  'em  ie  Uy  iti" 

**  Why,  yon  are,  indeed,  cnt.off  from  all  resonroes,  Henry." 

<<  Isn't  it  too  bad.  Major  Willie?  And  there's  ms  too,  thsa 
don't  even  try  to  please  mei  aad>  don^t  make  my  lines^  though 
she  promised  me.    And — " 

"  Henry !"  at  that  moment,  sofi  and.  musical,  yet  fnH  and 
dear  as  a  silver  bell,  sonndingoytr  a  mssMttnia4aka,  waa  die 
caU  of -a  voice  from  the  edge  of  the  highlands. 

"*  That's  Bertha  now !"  mnrmued  WilKe  Sindatr. 

«<Yeal  ifsm/  J  wonder  what  she  wants.'?  Andkaabon^ 
ed  in  reply,  and,  immediately  afterward,  darted  througk  die 
swamp,  cdling  to  Smclair  to  fbUow  him.  Thia^thw  lattei:  did, 
with  dmost  as  little  deliberation  as  ^le  boy,thongh  witkin 
tttore'diffiedty.  Tk^  latter  leaped  lightly,  and  knew  die  way ; 
the  large  frame  of  our  major  of  dragoons  rendemd  the  task  eC 
rapid  progress  through  the  undergrowth  a  much  more  seriona 
one  to  him.  But  he  scrambled  through  after  afuhion;  and, 
with  the  frank,  heartfnl  ardor  of  an  honest  iovOt  prepared  to 
ascend  the  little  devation  upon  which  the  damsd  stood  awal^ 
ing  his  approach. 

Was  Bertha  Qhavte  a  beantft  It  it  esoagk  duit  Willie 
'indair  thought  so.     She  was  certainly  such  a  creature  aa 
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would  eompe)  adfdiratiaii  in  aaj  etrole;  <)f  fne  skiqpe,  meditiin 
rf2e»  gmcefiol  sMvemeBt,  And  flfgnifi^  jtt  eagor  eairiage. 
Her  figure  waa  slight,  yet  sweetly  rounded.  Her  eyes  were  at 
once  dark  andbrOHant.'  Her  ebeek  was  somewhat  pale  ordi- 
.  narily.  It  now  wore  a  delicate  flush  which  might  be  due  to 
a  brisk  walk  from  the  dwelling  to  the  blolF,  in  that  ardent  som- 
mer's  day ;  btit  was,  in  all  probability,  the  irtit  of  the  nnex- 
pectefd  encoittter  iHth  her  lover.  Sudi  an  event  is  well  etfkn- 
Isted  to  bring  the  blood  of  a  ;fo«ngfond  heart  o«t  i^tn  the 
Aeek. 

**  See  who's  eotne,  sis  l**  cried  lAie 'b<iy»  bedLontegto  Bimshnr 
— *'see  wirom  Pve  bron^t  yon,  Sis!  It's  Mv^  Willie,  in 
spite  of  Ihe  homespnn  hnnting-shfrt." 

"^He  has  been  reproaching  you,  Bertiift,'*  eried  Bbidafar,  as  ba 
ascended  the  bluiF. 

"Ah I"  exclaimed  Henry,  "bat  I  waa  wrong.  See,  she 
has  done  tiie  lines  and  brought  tiiem.  Bhe^s  a  good  little  aister 
after  Mr 

'   He  took  the  Hues  tttm  he^  han4  while  speaking.    She  re- 
mained silent 

<"  Bertha  I**  said  Bindahr,  das^g  hei'liand  b  faia  awn ;  '« we 
meet  once  more.^ 

**Tou  are  saffe,  Wfflie,  quite  safef* 

*  Tes ;  unhurt,  and  only  much  wearied.  I  have  had  a  hard 
travel,  in  an  anxious  quest,  and  come  for  solaea.  Oan  yio» 
give  it  me?    Here  yon  have  peace?    ShalM  say  kre  alsof* 

She  looked  at  him  very  earnestly,  and  he  new  detectod, 
iMnglfaig  with  a  deep  shade  of  tednessnpon  her  ehgek,  mm ax- 
presrion  df  reserve  and  cautSen  in  h^  0fe.  Thafa  w«r  sobm* 
thing  of  a  tretnbling  mc^bn  9n  hef  lips  which  atrestacl  hia  ok*- 
aeiVatioti,  and^made  him  foel  Aat  s<Mn«thlng  had  ^oe' wrong. 

He  turned  ffistn  her  to  the  brother  aad  said  :-*^ 

*^€k),  trf  your  new  lines,  Henry,  while  Bertha  and  I  talk  of 
anr  own  affairs." 

The  boy  laughed  consciously  and  merrily,  and  said  >— 

^  It's  almost  too  late  fbt  nmch  sport  now.  The  ish  will  be 
alow  to  bite  tiU  toward  sundown ;  but  I  know  yon  never  waai 
me  when  you  can  have  sis ;  and  so,  Fm  off.  OaD  me  whaa  yon 
l^et  tired  of  your  own  talk.    Ill  be  In  the  boat" 
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<'S6D8ibIe^  »•]%''  said  Sfoelab  qoiedj,  an  the  lad  trotted  doim 
into  d»  8waiB|»)  WhdA  be  wts  fiu^lj  gQn^»  jtha,  lofwr  said,  pot- 
fieesing  himself  of  Beiilia's  hand  ^w. 

'^  What  troubles  you^  Benhat  I  do  not  mkonderataiid  the 
signs  in  your  eye,  and  npon  yew  fluse.  You  ase  grare,  sad — 
something  has  happened  to  disquiet  you ;  buf  nothin^^  I  tnut» 
dear  Berthn,  to  make  you  doubtful  oS,  oc  displeased  wi&  me.** 

She  released  t^  him- the  hand  withQut;8cnip^e»and  be  pressed 
it  waxmij  iiir.ht»  elntt  A  JQ^eaient  after  she  replied  &anUj^ 
and  with  all  that  sweet  natural  impulse  which  shows  the  true 
hearty  untouehbd  iad'untvanuAiBHed  J)y ^oonventipn. 

"Noy  Witti^;  it  Is  scarce  possible  that  yfiu  should  ever  dis- 
please me ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  yonv  tnith  and  love !  If  I 
htAf  I  slulnUrnot»Keg^  ^Ub  you  a  mcnneat  But  I  confess,  to 
doubts  and  anxieties  of  my  own,  Willie,  that  make  me  unbap* 
py^-ui^appy,  erten  inrtbe  possession  o^yonr  love." 

**  What  I  why  is  thiSf4  Whai  baa  happened^  Bertba»  to  oeca 
sion  these  perplexities  V* 

**  Waiie,  yott  wast  Ipeak  to<  mehonestly  and  truly^  as  you 
can !  You  shall  know  all  that  troubles  me ;  and  I  shall  be  too 
gM,  Wittseii*if  yoU.  em  ^ieve  ma  <4  my  &a^  and  anTJeties 
I  do  not  wish  to  doubt,  or  fear,  or  feel  anxieui^  in  any  vay « 
where  your  love  is  the  subjeot^  I  have  givev  you  all  my  heart 
I  need  aU  of  yoiirs;  and  it  wouid  be  tbe  greatest  of  miseriee  and 
diicppoiatmettta  to  mOt  deas  Willie^  if  anything  should  happen 
td  makene  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  wish  you  nnne,  or  to  keep 
ysfnr  pledge*  that  yo«^would  make  »a  yoi^" 

Skft  pasMed  and  looked  most  sweeti^  into  Ma.fUl  eyes^-  Hi) 
sew  thaa  -  her  tt5ouUea»  wicre  really  leltr,  ^od  no  m^ie  kver- 
a«K]etiei»  sMk  aa  idleness  and)  loeeliDfsa^will  bres4« 

^  Why;  tear  hewrt,  jiseu  alacaa  me  I  What  cam  have  censed 
these  doubts,  these  misgivinget  Tell  me  all— hide  nothing  I 
Has  that  subtle  end  treaoherous  Richard  Inglehardt  been  at 
work,  to  make  you  fearful  V* 

Oh  I  Mi  working  diould  never  oooadoadoubt  or  fear  in  mj 
heart;  least  of  aU  could  word  of  his,  or  anyone^  affect  my  trust 
li  yen.    It  is  not  that,  but  something  of  a  far  difierent  kind/' 

^  And  whet  i»  it,  my  own  Berdia  V 

"  I  know  not  how  to  speak,  Willie :— it  is  of  so  dijEoult  e 
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Willie,  for  if  I  bmym,  ghreti  yo«  upu  all  mj  i^Mt  X  ))»v,e  not 
giirem  mp  tnj  pride;  «iid  tf  I  «»  1^  b#i^.  jriur.  m'pSt  "WiiUiet 

wiiithirirf.it". 

•'  Ok  I  wh^.  «a%  JiJtFii^  Of  spf^  thyw,  defMr  Bprtli|i  ]  l^pjwk  1 
|«U  mAfir^nUjr  19|;79W  Dimsfi'oj^  ti^o^U^.    Po  not  ^e^p  m^  ux 

She  sigbed  deeply,  and  looked  iViOurnfullj  iutp  his  ejrefi.  He 
would  have  draw|&  l^  to  hia  botom,  but  she  iresi^t^d  fipnly, 
mjho^  ••  No»  winie—ao  I" 

3ut  he  repoesesji^  Uiosell  of  one  o,f  her  batidsi  and  \m  ana 
hutf  oifoled  bet  waifit),  and  ^bug  the/  stoo^L  side  hy  side,  he- 
»eath  tba  #beU<^g  b^g^  of  ^  ancieut  water-aak.  And  tUu^ 
ibnogr  Btopd  silei^  Cox  a  while;— ^d^^  i^^  h^&u  silout,  while  b^ 
only  iDteirm^  tl)^  M^y^  ^J  ejntreatiuc  b&r  full  sp^ch.  He 
wim  »ow  BijilBcjentlj  ftn^aas  biias^l^  tlipwiiig  moie  of  thjQ  ten- 
disr  lov/er  th«i»  idtoigp^b^r  b^aeeme^  tt^e  ruatie  garb  be  wore,  and 
bis  sanguinary  profession. 

.  *'  If^wrj  «f^  701^  Mcer^  sad  and  suffering*  Bertha — frt  least 
I,g^ered  this  much  from  what  b^  did  sny — but  I  ^ndly  fan- 
cied that  your  griefs  grew  from  my  absence,  as  all  that  I  suffer, 
M.  aipy  tifn^i^is  4^^  to.  yo^rs.  But  t)iat  there  should  be  any 
fericMus  fiaufle  of  di^^uiet— *tbat  you  should  feel,  or  fear,  my  loye 
U>  be  %  fmfgre  to  your,  pride  or  aensibiiiti^-R-^  neyj^  thought  or 
^efi4ed /J*!?^  Bertbfi;' 

"  Kor  is  it,  Willie,  Of  you  I  have  no  fe^ — no  doubt  :—fof 
jrtfft  I  b^^ye^ib^t  one  feeling,.im4  ^hi  01^  is  tl^e  very  life  to  n^y 
hm^i  \mi '• 

"  Apd  for  ;^boQ^,  else  should  yon  oare?"  be  e^plaiiped,  almost 
tim^  I  bnt^she  stopj^ed  him,  laying  one  hazid  on  his  arm^  and 
firj^bdr|tW||Bg»  at  the  sam^  tfm^,  from  his  embrace.  She  had 
^ow  evidently  nerved  herself  to  a  difficult  task,  and  her  eyes 
met  his  firmly  as  she  lifted  up  her  face.  Her  love  was  a  very 
fC^tk^tiogenij^eus  paasion,  and  betrayed  itself  without  reserve. 
fjfk  sa^h  casea»  the  pain  is  in  tbe  thought  of  giving  pain.  Ber- 
4l§.)mfW  tbi^  wh^  fhe  was  about  tP  say  mnst  do  thij»i  Her 
prelhoDdnaries  were  instinetively  designed  to  atroi^heeo  herself 
end  to  mollify  the  annoyance  she  was  compelled  to  inflict    He 
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gftsed  m  her  sw«et,  sad,  hvi  iageiraoiis  9jmtwmA  soMned  himh 
sdf  to  patience,  as  he  urged  her  tendwlj  to  pvooead. 
^  '« Wilhe,  dear  WiHIe,  yom  iaow  enrto  bettev^aa  I  wkadL  dif- 
iMrenee  ei^ito  ia  the^evemlTaahs  at  os»  eoaietfv  Nowvjmi 
know,  that  mine  is  comparatively  of  humble  stock ;  .-and  yiwigh 
my  mother  comes  of  good  femdy  in  the  Lbir  «>ufl«lj,  j^  in 
matryiag  my  father,  who  was  ail  obscure  lihdito  tMier»  she 
incurred  the  reproach  and  anger  of  her  own  kindred.  Tbt/f 
neglected,  and  finally  cast  her  o£*' 

*'  SAe  was  as  good  and  noble  as  any  oTtliem.*' 

'<  Yes,  but  in  such  cases,  it  seems,  the-^rif^  sinks  to  tke  hi»> 
band's  rank,  and  loses  something  of  her  own.  But  be  patitat 
and  hear  me.  It  is  a  fkct  to  be  remembered,  however^  tlifli 
they  cast  her  off.  Their  reasons  ftyr  tfiis  cruelty  were  to  be 
fbund  in  this  difficulty  of  social  caste.  The  career  of  to^  Either 
has  not  been  pursued  in  such  wislks  as  could  restate  hetto  pe^ 
sition ;  and  you  perhaps  know  that,  even  doug  the  Bdisto*  thm 
are  many  who  do  not  hold  my -fiither  of  like  rank  with  then- 
selves— " 

•*  Pshaw,  Bertha,  who  shall  cure  conc^of  itft  fMf  f  and  how 
great  must  be  his  folly  who^hail  attempt  it!  These  dis&c^ 
tions  here  are  ridiculous  enough.*' 

*^  Patiently,  dear  WiDie.  TV>u  mustknow^  too,  that  It  la-one 
Of  my  poor  father's  weaknesses  to  desirls,  iibdve  sfithif^  to 
conciliate  the  fiivor  of  die  great-^to  take  tank  among  the 
reiy  people  who  despise  his  humble  beginnings,  anA  who»  at 
best,  when  they  make  concessions,  only  tolerate  those  iHiom 
Aaj  fear;  or  whom  thrf  wish  to  use  for  some  selftAi  tit  slavMl 
policy.  To  me,  the  favor  of  such  people  is  a  thing' %f^'na»^il^ 
ment.  I  do  not  despne  it,  but  I  would  not  seek  Itl  Avor, 
flriendship,  love,  must  all  come  from  natmoal  sympaddes^  (tf  dMTf 
hide  a  falsehood  at  the  core,  and  I  care  fbr  no  sym^ttthlea  diat 
are  not  free  gifts  of  the  heart— that  the  heart  is  eoittpelled  t» 
purchase." 

'*  And  you  are  right,  my  Bertha.  In  this  lies  the  whole  Mont 
and  security  of  the  affections.  Have  I  ever  tat^;ht  ollierwiiet 
Doldiraire  less  for  you^^off^  lasstd  yottf  'Bowh«t»-dM^ 
Bertha,  do  aB  these  expressions  tendt'' 
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.  ^'Do  not  be  ifi[ipali€iit,^d6av  WUIm^  I  hk^re  «a  nauelito  say^ 
thai  I  know  not  w«U  haw  to  Mtj  it."' . 

*'  Let  MB  flity  BovtW*— itbere^  in  tlie  shade  of  those  cedi^rs  oi^ 
the  slope  of  the  hM.  The  day  is  se  warn;  bat  a  litde  breeae^ 
iWsg  from  the  liiFOr, ewe^-  up  the  slope.  Lei  \m  sitt  and  we 
ean  talk  m&te  easfly/' 

iAjftd  be  led  her  daw»  the  slope,  and  found  for.her  a  shady 
spei  upon  the  dry  leaves  that  strewed  theeartb.  After  a  brief 
pause,  she  resumed  :-^ 

**  1  have  not  been-  kept  in  ignoranee,  dear  Willie*  of  the  dif* 
leveBees  of  rank  in  secie^,  whkh  draw  a  line  between  my  own 
and  the  move  distinguished  fomilies  in  our  county.  I  know  my 
father's  history  —his  humble  rise^  bis  poverty  at  first,  all  bis  ue* 
eessitieSf  and  that  the  trade  which  he  pursued  witli  the  Indiaiaa, 
wias  held  i<&  seam  by  our  wealthy  plaotars*  Hy  mother,  brought 
up  jn  'these  very  pvejudiessy  was  ^uite  aware  oi  tbeir  opiwation 
npen  her-  own  po9itkn|  when  she  oiairied  my  Isther,  and  she 
has  not  suffered  me  to  remain  in  ignorance.  But,  until  recently, 
I  never  suffered  them  to  disturb  me,  ot  to  oocasioa  any  doubts 
of  my  own  security  in  my  mind." 

«•  Aad  why  should  tha^  now.  Bertha  7" 

**  You  shall  bear  in  time.  When  you  beciune  known  to  me, 
Winie»  and  I  founds  and  showed  the  pleasure  which  I  found  in 
aeeing  you,  my  mother  warned  me.  that  your  fiunily  was  a  very 
pnwd  one,  o£  great  w^th,  of  eld  rank*  and  bade  me  be  cautious 
hoW'  I  sufired  you  to  see  that  I  loved  you«  But  I  did  not  then 
foel  or  £Mur  her<  warnings*  I  bad  no  caution,  Willie  i  I  o^iy 
Mt  happy  wheu'  you  oaaM»  bappies  when  you.  spoke  to  me 
kindlyt  and  very  unhappy  when,  you  went.  I  am  afraijk  dear 
Willie,  that  I  suffered,  you  to,  see  this  as  seen  as  my  deer 
moiiier  saw  it." 

« And  if  you  did,  sweet  BerUia^  it  only  served  to  make  an- 
o^r  heart  as  bi^py  aa  your  own.  Was  there  barm  or  loss  to 
you,  my  love,  in  such  heedless  policy.  Nay,  was  there  ever 
more  politic  counsellor  for  love  than  the  fond  confidence  which 
begets  a  love  like  its  own,  and  is  never  so  success^  as  whep 
it.  lalivers  itself  blindly  to  the  faith  which  it  feels.  Why  should 
yon  repent  this  heedlessness*  Bertha.!  I  have  never  trespasMd 
upon,  never  abused   it    It  w<m  back' all  that  it. gave — as 
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iiiveh  ai  it  ^ave— <^jaid  mdeas  jron  liaya  lemBMd  to  qiMiUaii  mj 
truth,  dear  Bertha,  you  hare  k>ai  nothings  ineoxved  ao  periL — 
enlj  pat  out  7«iir  a£EiMtioD6  ai  ialM»fltria»«iv«et  trafi#^  af- 
tetMos  v^iich  kave  fanmgkt  is  xaoe  .prafto^^kave  doitbkd 
year  arigiBal  eapitaL  Io«  aeehi  mj  ,«waet»  ttiai  I  to^  can  Ulk 
in  the  language  of  trade,  eyen  in  the  affiiha  ^  the  fcajiri,*' 

''Willie^  I  beEenayoiL  ItiiidltnM^  Bqft  tUa  in  ii«04  alL 
Aa  I  waa  siiyiDg;  I  waa  cooaaeUad  tkai  mj  iamt^  Ud  m  ohmIi 
rank  as  yours  in  society;  that  we  were  doatvte  JiQd  boAblai 
that  your  family  waa  proud  among  :tba  prmidaat;  ttune  jost 
rising  from  the  duat  My  mothac  apoke  of  aU  tiMae  diatiactioM 
too  deady  to  lecve  mia  in  any  doubt.  And  aba  did  not  undar- 
T»lue  me  in  her  eyea,  or  disparage  me  to  my  own,  when  aba 
iold  me  ^at  I  waa  but «  simple  ooutttry^gnrk.  having  no  expari* 
ence  oi  life  among  the  gcaat»  igBoraai  of  mmeb  that  thaj  ]Enow» 
artleas,  unaophiatieated,  too  ba&iaKriag»  too  eon&diBg,  and  wilh 
Bathiof  to  commeDdma.WWe.bntapxiatfylaoe'^mdatnaB 
heart" 

He  caught  bar  ta  his  boaam  aa  ahe  spoke* 

"What  more!  What  morel?  be  oried— ><did  I  ever  lead 
you  to  think,  my  Bertba,  tkat  tbe  baari  of  Willie  Sindair 
longed  ftnr moref 

'*  No,  W^ie ;  «id,  ao  far  as  yaitare  «onaeniad,.  I  ctfiani  not 
that  yoa  haire  caught  me  in  yonv  aama*-*^!  jigh  qot  beeaaaa 
your  kiaaes  bava  been  sweetiiqBaii  my  Upa. .  Tbey  bave  baen 
Tery  aweet  to  sm,  Willie.  Thay  bave  filled  my  baa  it  wilb  a 
new  life**— « Joy *-^ that  it  never  Icnav  wrttl  I  breatbed  nmdar 
your  lore.  Ab  \  Willie,  ia  npt  thiajaMngb  Ibrcmnfontiaai  8ae 
bow  A^eel  am  ol  speeok  And  againsjbtbia,  motber  waimedme 
also.  She  k»ew  that  my  Hpa  atilliqioka  aa  my  heaat  fek»  and 
she  shook  her  head  in  frequent  warning.  But  I  lovad  yovfrom 
tbe  first,  Willie,  and  it  was  so  aweet,  ao  eaay  to  tell  yoa.  ao.  I 
could  die  for  you,  Willie,  and  never  leel  tbe  pain;  and  wby 
afaouldn't  I  tell  you  so." 

**  Why  not,  indeed !"  be  murmured^  looking  into  ber  eyaOi 
^e  tearful  tenderness  which  he  fek." 

"  And  I  told  you  so — and  I  gwfia  yon  all  my  beart—and  I 
laid  SEiother  all  tiiat  I  had  said  aad  doaa,  and  aha  a^;bed  la 
bear  it,  and  bad  her  mligfvittga  aUll^biA  aba  apfvoved; 
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of  happiness.    Do  I  tire  you,  Willie  V* 

**  No !  no !  It  is  so  much  ttusie  tbat  I  seem  to  drentn.  I 
could  Hsten  to  yoa  fbt  ever,  Bertha.'' 

"  And  we  were  betrothed.  Ah  ?  WilHe.  I  shall  never  tor^ 
get  the  trembling  happiness  of  that  moment  when  you  wrapped 
me  in  your'firtt  eAibra«f6,  aoai  1  felt  as  if  I  were  dying  in  your 
arms,  but  Withbut'auy  bf  the  plang  or  Itoc  ot  d«ath.  Wd  werer 
betl^otli«id;  ahdf'St  se«i^^  to  me  as  if  iihe  wo^ld  was  mhie^  with 
all  Hb  itio<6ill^ht,-  sttid  -flo#^,  a6d  s#eet  breeises.  It  Waff  a 
cliQd  heta!^  lAil«4  I  ^^  yo«^  WilM,  having  a  peH^t  oonfideneei 
inf  MlHbn  b^sktfCf^s  atid  MeiMhi^  6f  Uifs  world,  attd^  takiflg  them- 
an  Bijftmi  gift  atWl  fttM  Oflfy.  '  VhiitAi  n6t  aH  vtsiry  foolish  c# 
me,  Wflli^'feo  t6'thiiik  and  feell"  ' 

"Pboffeh,  Bferfhit!  Tlii^  is  th6  very  wisdom  <^f  the  bnart. 
The  child  k  fep«  «»  be  iH^r  than  tfee  man.  It  Is  the  ftith^^ 
aftfJr  all  andbefbti^'an,  the  g€rtfei*6u6  gift  of  c6nl8d*nc*,  the  im- 
pllci«  tfttjf  flteC'fciftReVes  onljr  wh^re  it  loves,  and  loves  to  be- 
lieve, ffe^  idttkes  the  !rUe  virtue  in  love;  and  renderif  it  the  most' 
precibuir  of  all  fearthly  possiftsslolii^^^nay,  more  than  ^anftly— 
miikl^  ft  M  thi^g  hearveniy,  Am  to  dU  that  is  precious  hi- 
iiniiforCii^ft;^.  AhfB^ha,  if  ydu  should  outgrow  this  cMld 
heart!" 

"  T6*t  iif  ihi  n^  pain  'fli^t  tt-oubleis  mfe,  Willie.  My  fMlM^ 
knew  of  our  engagement,  my  mother  told  him  all  j  and,  though 
he  ^ritned  *s  alt  W  secteBy,he  yet  appfoved;  nay,  WiUte,  I 
must  tell  yAi,' he' wtfcj^  very  proud'  bf  !i — it  prouiised  to  help 
hiintd  the  social  podftiott  fbi' wWdh  he  had  so  much  yearned. 
He  MIA  tb  nie,  *THe  Slnclaifri  a^  amoiig  our  first  ftthSics-^ 
rich,  Jjbpulttr,  cfiitftlgtiMhea'-^btii  thii  did  nbt  Wt  my  heart  in 
pride.  No,  tffllie,  if  r  felt  pHde  at  all,  it  was  only  hi  the  onif 
Sinclair  whom  I  so  loved  to  think  my  owb — my  own." 

Ah !  flatterer ! — But  did  your  father  say  why  he  enjoined 
you  to  secresy  V* 

"  Not  exactly ;  but  wo  gathered  enough  from  what  he  did 
^ay  to  learn  that  he  was  particularly  anxious  that  it  should  not 
get  to  the  ears  of  Richard  Inglehardt." 
^  ''Ah!  as  I  thought!" 

**]But  why— what  is  Inglehardt  to  him  or  to  met" 
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""OfdiAtbereafter.BertU!    We  te«  atifl  fiur  off  fimi  the 

thing  that  troubles  you." 

*'  Oh  !  Willie,  I  wish  I  eoold  Bot  tell  joa  thut !  But  I  most 
tell  it.  There  must  be  nothing  in  mj  bosom,  which  I  shoidd 
seek  to  shelter  or  to  keep  horn  jon." 

**  Speak  fearlessly,  dear  Bertha." 

^.  Well,  my  father,  without  saying  a  word  to  us>  went  down 
to  see  yenr  £itber,  and  e«ae  back  to  us  in  a  perfeet  rage.  At 
firstt  he  said,  that  there  should  be  no  engagement  betweenu; 
that  there  was  an  impassable  wall  between  us— ^that  your  fiithet 
had  grossly  insdted  him^ — thiut  he  had  treated  Um  Uke  «  dog 
•—that  your  sister  was  the  haughtiest  woman  braathfaig^— dukt 
she  had  not  noticed  him  at  all,  or  so  eontemptnouriy,  that  efery 
word,  and  every  look  was  an  insult;*— that,  speaking  of  yon* 
Oolooel  Sinclair  told  him  that  the  subject  wad  not  one  proper  to 
has  mouth ;  that  there  could  be  no  cireumstancea  which  diould 
justify  him  in  adverting  to  you  at  all ;  and  when>  it  seems,  mj 
fiMiher  mentionedf  as  delicately  as  possible,  your  attentions  to 
me,  then,  that  your  father  broke  out  in  the  wildest  rage,  and 
said  that  the  whole  suggestion  was  a  lie,  and  that  his  son  could 
never  .80  much  d^nean  himseU^  as  to  think  of  the  daughter  of 
an  Indisn  trader.  Ky  &ther,  in  his  ftiry— for  I  nerer  saw 
him  half  so  roused  before — said  that  he  didn't  tell  us  half  the 
msults  to.  which  he  submitted ;  and,  at  Ate  time,  he  forbaj^  that 
I  should  think  any  more  of  you." 

''But  he  has  thought  differently  since,  Bertha-^has  spoken 
diffisrently  V*  said  Sinclair  with  a  sad  interest  in  his  look. 

"Ohl  yea!  But  Willie,  this  makes  no  dififarence  to  me/ 
Shall  I  eirter  «  family  which  scorns  me^^which  holds  my  fiunily 
in  scomi — whidi  treats  my  &ther  with  oonjbempi  and  abuse— 
which  wrongs  the  &mily  of  my  mother-*-and  makes  my  very 
affections  for  you  the  means  by  which  to  do  them  dishonor  t" 

'*  My  own  dear  Bertha  1  This  has  come  upon  me  prema- 
turely. All  that  you  have  said  about  my  family  rank  and 
wealth  is  undoubtedly  true ;  all  that  you  have  said  of  the  too 
frequently  idle  distinctions  of  caste  prevaOing  in  our  soda] 
world,  is  also  true,  unhappily.  Ool.  Sinclair,  my  finther,  b  by 
nature  and  education,  a  proud  and  haughty  person*  He  i$  aiss 
a  man  of  violent  passions  when  under  i»rovocation  *  fell  <if  flilse 
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Bpiioi^  of  Uoi^  and  the  viotim  otn)BBj  pi^^odieef^  Bnt  he  is 
<me  who  means  to  be  just^  and  all  bis  inetuu^  are  hoooraUe* 
and  all  l^s  syiqpatlues  are  ti*ue.  Forgive  me  oow,  if  X  say  thdt 
your  fatbeyr  committed  a  very  8€ffio«s  error»  if  not  offence,  in 
broaching  to  a  father — and  suoh  a  fatb/sr — a  sul^ecft,  of  so  deli- 
cate a  nature,  conc^ning  his  son,  of  which  the  sou  himdf  had 
never  spoken.  My  i^Jtber  felt  that  soeb  a  ej»mmanioation  shqpld 
never  have  been  iirst  made  by  a  stranger.  This  did  me  harm 
with  him.  Yon  are  9ot  now  to  be  told  that  my  father  is  a  loyal- 
ist. A^f  such,  be  holds  my  course  with  jthe  patriotie  party, 
to  be  monstrous  and  criminal.  We  see  each  other  btit  seldom 
now.  Until  rec^fiot^v  we  have  not  exeh^^nged  a  syllable  for 
months.  Youf  father  antioipated  me»  .s;nd  thus  prfl^vdiced  my 
argument.  I  had — I  confess  to  you — and  MUt9t^9L  difficsok 
taek  to  perforip,>in  overcoming  the  pr^udvoes  of  a  life,  in  the 
mind  of  4^n  old  man,  suffering  from  a  painful  cbronie  disease, 
ai>d  so  irritable,  in  consequence,  that  the  veryepening  of  a  ank- 
jeet  to  hiaji  which  threatens  to  disturb  old  opjgueas,  is  calcitkAed 
of  itself  to  irritate.  Your  father  finds  him  in  this  oo«ditio»  of 
mind  and  body^  and— withojut  any  pi^paratiop^^  without  atty 
consideration  of  the  conditiop  of  the  sul^ect-^witbinit  even 
respecting  his  political  prejudices — >  knowing  too  ibatColpMl 
Sinclair  had  personal  pr^udices  agiunst  himself  gpowing  out  ef 
affairs  tbfit  happened  when  the  twp  served  together  in  the  WAf 
against  the  Cherokees — he  bluntly  propokses  a  sect  of  trade«  your 
h^art  and  n^ine  being  ar^es  of  certain  value  to  be.  set  off  against 
the  claims  of  tb^  British  crown -^claims  which,to  an  eld  Ieyal<> 
istywere  paramount  to  all  other  cqnsidsratioes.'* 

"  Did  my  .ft^tber  do  this  1"  .  .  , 

'<So  I^fUher£:g<n,the#pf^smodie.f^i|d  an^y  speeehesef  mf 
fothetr*  ^  fron^  the  parti^  report  q£  u^  sjsteit-" . 

<'  And  that  sister,  Willie }  1$  she  90  i»roi|d,  so  bangh^,  so 
scornful  of  the  humble  name  of  Bertha  Trayis." 

"  Carri^  Sinclair  I  Oh  I  how  little  you  know  thpit  sister  ftem 
the  report  of  your  ffitber.  She  knew  nothing  of  bis  real  mis- 
sion tHl  he  ^as  gone.  She  heard  of  him  only  as  a  British 
d^mniissariaty  seekjbg  to  contract  with  my  father,  for  a 
hundred  head  of  beeves  for  the  Charleston  garrison.  Nfy,  theie 
was  a  coj^iract,  and  the  beeves  ftimished^  imd  it  wa^  only  when 
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the  contract  was  exec&fttA,  that  your  fkther  broached  die  mb- 
ject  of  our  intimacj  to  mine.  This  was  after  Carrie  Bhidair 
had  retired  from  the  table.  Her  conduct  was,  I  will'tenture  to 
say,  only  what  yours  would  have  been  under  the  same  circnm- 
stances.  You  come  down  to  dinner  and  find  a  stranger,  of  whom 
you  know  nothing,  seeking  cattle,  and  you  are  civil  to  him  as  a 
lady  at  your  own  table,  but  reserved,  and  not  disposed  to  en 
courage  familiarity  or  approach.  This  was  all.  In  your  father's 
eagerness  to  attain  an  object,  he  overlooked  all  its  difficulties, 
never  sought  to  anticipate  them,  mshed  at  th*em  impetuously, 
and  was  baffled*" 

"  Aht  but,  Willie,  the  prejudice  is  s^  tifere.  How  can  1 
eater  a  ftunily  which  looks  upon  the  approach  of  mme — its 
aUiance — with  aversion  V* 

'''Bertha,  my  love,  I  am  not  aware  that  Gk)d,  among  hn 
many  mercies,  has  ever  guarantied  to  man  k  perfect  success 
awA  facility  in  the  prosecution  of  any  of  his  objects.  This, 
which  is  true  of  all  objects  of  human  desire,  is  said  to  be  partie- 
iilavly  true  of  the  affections.  The  great  poet,  Shakspere, 
whom,  I  trust,  I  have  tau^t  you  to  love  and  venerate,  and 
to  «tudy,  has  especially  insisted  upon  su^  unavoidable,  nay, 
necesBilry  obstacles,  in  love,  and  in  bve  too  which  is  most  dis- 
tinguished by  its  sincerity.  Orafty  love,  bargain  and  sale  love, 
tmding  and  selfish  love,  calculating  and  conniving  love,  are  all 
much  more  Hkely  than  sincere,  deep,  profound  hotiest  love,  to 
attain  their  ends ;  for  the  simple  reason  that  their  ends  are  all 
meaner,  more  vnlgar,  more  common,  depending  upon  arts  and 
interests,  of  a  character  not  more  noble  than  the  driving  of  a 
clever  bargain.  It  is  true  love  whose  course  does  110/ run  smooth- 
1(yv  and  I  do  not  know,  dear'  Bertha,  that  it  lessens  the  value  of 
the  commodity  that  fits  impediments  are  so  great  and  many  1  I 
never  disguised  from  yon  the  fact  that  there  were  impedi- 
ments—nay, prejudices,  of  all  kinds  the  worst— to  be  over- 
oome.  But  I  told  you  they  $hould  be  overcome,  dear  Bertha, 
and  I  begged  yon  to  kave/aith  m  me.  What  shall  I,  or  can  1, 
say  more  1  Suppose  I  should  fail  to  overcome  the  prejudices 
ot  my  father— suppose  that  he  persists  in  his  blindness  and  de- 
termined hostility  to  the  real  interests  of  nty  heart — is  love 
thereby  baflfed,  my  Bertha  1    Will  love  submit  to  take  its  Lnt 
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from  blindness  and  prejudice,  and  nnreasonaUe  obstinacy  1 
Heaven  forbid  7  Tboogh  Heaven  requires  that  its  waters 
shall  not  flow  smoothly,  it  does  not  require  that  they  shall  be 
dammed  up :  nay,  dear  heart,  it  provides  the  obstacles,  and  op- 
poses the  current,  and  drives  it  back,  only  the  better  to  test  its 
strength  and  honesty — only  that  it  may  acquire  the  necessary 
force  to  break  down  all  barriers,  and  assert  over  all  in  triumph 
its  living,  earnest  and  life-giving  sincerity.  So  shall  it  be  with 
ours,  dear  Bertha !  So  shall  our  love  triumph  over  all  opposi- 
tion of  fatlier  as  of  all  others.  Nay,  tliough  my  father  never 
yielded---' though  my  family  still  kept  insensible  to  your  merits, 
vol  aliall  J  so  wrong  them — so  wrong  myHelf-^as  to  yield  to 
Uio  wrong,  and  give  you  up,  and  sacrifice  myself  to  silly  pr^u- 
dieos,  or  a  blind  mulish  obstinacy  that  r^^ots,  reason,  faeUng* 
ami  the  claims  of  youthful  ardor?  But,  there  is  no  obatacloi 
here,  however  se^mifigly  stabbom^  which  will  not  b^  overcome. 
My  father  is  a  man  of  warm  flections,  and  most  loving  of  his 
children,  when  most  seemingly  hostile.  He  has  bis  humora,  but 
they  subside  finally  into  concessions  which  better  show  his 
Ifteart.  He  will  be  conciliated.  As  for  Oarrie  Sinclair-*  all  I 
if  you  cherish  one  doubt  of  her,  I  shall  love  you  one  kiss  the 
less.  Know  that  Carrie  has  already  commissioned  me  to  kiss 
you  with  a  sister's  love,  and  to  bear  to  you  a  sister's  welcome. 
Sbe  is  prepared  to  beli^re  you  all  that  I  havo  painted  you  to 
ber  imagination." 

The  girl  yielded  with  a  sw^et  sigh,  to  the  ardent  clasp  with 
vbich  the  lover  folded  her  to  his  arms,  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  apeedi.  Let  us  leave  them  for  a-while,  to  watch  the  circles 
itt  the  water,  ii  they  please,  to  note  the  gHttering  shafts  of  sun- 
light upon  the  ever-gUn^sing  stream,  to  listen  to  the  sud4en 
voice  €^  the  motking-bird  which  has  just  taken  perch  upon  a 
twig  of  the  tree  not  twenty  feet  above  their  beads,  and  there 
aits,  balancing  and  swinging,  while  he  sings  of  the  gay  life  of 
the  triumphant  lover. 

13 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

A    PAIR   OF   ARCADIANS.      - 

WhIlk  otir  major  of  dragoons,  deieing  k  brief  respite  fiom  the 
toils  of  war,  was  solachig  himself  in  the  embrace  of  lore,  let  lu  . 
return  to  the  village  of  Orangeburg,  and  tnake  the  p^ftfoiuQ  ac- 
quaintance of  other  parties,  of  whom,  hitherto,  we  ha^re  only 
heard. 

The  dwelling  of  the  widow  Bruce  was,  at  the  time  of  whSdl 
we  write,  one  of  the  most  pretentions  in  the  village.  It  waa  a 
double  house  of  two  stories  upon  a  basement  cellar,  and  faced 
with  an  ample  piazza.  It  occupied  a  central  position  in  the 
place,  being  situated  in  the  main  street  some  two  squares  dis- 
tant from  the  jail  in  a  northwest  direction.  No  traces  of  it  now 
remain. 

The  widow,  herself,  was  a  Scotchwoman  and  a  loyalist  She 
believed  devoutly  in  Britabi  and  in  Qeorge  the  Third;  was 
fully  assured  of  her  principles,  ready  in  their  assertion,  inlexi- 
ble  in  their  maintenance,  and  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  uhiniate 
and  complete  triumph  of  royalty  in  its  endeavor  to  maiiitaitt 
itself  in  the  country.  She  was  by  temperament  an  ariat^erat* 
proud,  high-splHted,  lofty  of  bearing,  delicate  in  considerstion* 
and  tenacious  of  M  the  proprieties.  She  was  a  woman  of  de- 
cided character,  with  a  temper  of  her  own ;  of  good  face  aaii 
figure,  stately  and  of  excellent  carriage.  At  Hiirty-five  or  forty* 
her  age  at  this  time,  she  was  not  too  old  to  cultivate  the  jgraces, 
or  to  feel  the  necessity  of  looking  her  best  upon  gtfi$lt  oecasioua. 
She  was  not  rich,  but  in  modesate  circumstances ;  and  we  are 
not  to  suppose  that  she  kept  an  ordinary.  Her  house  simply 
yielded  its  hospitalities  (for  a  consideration,  no  doubt)  to  Tiaitara 
of  distinction.  The  magnates  of  the  rival  paities,  aIone»  were 
velcome.    Here,  accordingly,  my  lords  OomwaUis  and  Baw- 
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dou  made  their  headqtiartert  when  they  viBited  Hie  pl«ce  5  and 
go,  at  other  periods,  did  the  Aiherican  leaders,  espefeWly  Gor 
ernor  Rutledge,  who  was  qnfte  a  fiivorite  with  the  widow,  in 
Bpite  of  his  intensely  rehel  predilections.  In  those  days,  the 
utter  dismfytion  of  society  in  Carolina — the  fact  that  the 
Bcvolation  had  divided  families,  and  placed  in  opposition  the 
metnbiers  of  the  satne  circle — led  necessarily  to  ^eat  toleriation 
among  all  persons  of  sensibitfty.  The  widow  Brtice  was  an 
honest  loyalist,  bat  there  were  sundry  honest  rebels  whom  she 
conld  welcome  to  her  abode  with  no  diminntion  of  her  aneient 
hospitality. 

Her  hous6  being  aristocratic  in  pretension,  it  was  (jtrite  nattt» 
rid  that  all  new  men,  Ambitious  of  position,  should  prefer  it  as  a 
place  of  lodging,  to  that  of  Jack  Baltezegar  who  was  the  pro- 
fessed publican  of  the  village.  Honest  Jack  wiis  the  democrat 
par  excellence  of  the  place ;  not  one  of  that  class  of  noisy,  brawl-  , 
ing»  impudent  demagogues  of  the  present  day,  at  once  in^lent 
and  ignorant ;  but  a  genuine,  simple,  irank,  good-faumored  fel- 
low, rough  And  unpretending,  who  was  willing  to  serve  you 
and  provide  for  you,  and  receive  your  money  with  thanks,  and 
send  you  f()rth  with  a  blessing  when  you  departed.  Jack  Bal- 
tezegar was  a  good  specimen  of  the  village-landlord,  as  well  in 
person  and  deportment,  as  in  taste  and  principle.  He  was  a 
baldheaded,  ruby-nosed,  broad-mouthed,  liVely-eyed  fellow, 
AoTt  and  squab  of  figure,  with  focfe  and  belly  equally  round 
and  ample,  fond  of  jest  and  dmner,  and  no  slducb  at  a  rtmiCf 
with  a  group  of  good  fellows  in  the  hAll,  aft^r  all  the  demure 
lod^rs  have  gone  off  to  bed.  His  tavern,  whith  WM  of  more 
humble  appearance  and  dimetisiblis  thkh  thai  of  the  Widow 
Bruce,  stood  upon  Main  street,  i,  e.,  the  Charleston  road,  and 
was  the  res6rt  of  all  persons  6f  moderate  means,  of  humble  pre- 
tensions, aiid  such  especially  as  thought  much  more  of  their 
ease  and  freedom  than  of  social  rank  ahd  appearances. 

Now,  it  was  wholly  owing  to  this  diiference  of  status  that  the 
lodging-house  of  the  widow  Brtice,  was  preferred  to  that  of 
Jack  Baltezegar,  by  our  captain  of  mounted  riflemen,  Richard 
Inglehardt.  luglehardt  was  a  netc  man;  an  ambitidus  man,  j 
anxious  to  dhake  off  old  and  inferior  association^ ;  anxious  to 
bring  himself  into  constant  communication  with  persons  of 
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whose  social  /ank  ihsr^  conld  be  no  qMeatian.  His  fumlyr  and 
that  <^  Jack  Baltesegar,  bad  beei^  closely  intimate ;  but  be- 
tween himself  and  honest  Jack,  there  was  a  broad  sandy  stretch 
—a  desert  scarcely  passable  —  which  neither  sought  to  OTerpasSv 
and  which  the  ambitious  captain  would  prefer  to  see  iucreasiiig 
in  breadth  pf  space  and  depth  of  sand^  Jack  Baltezogar  knew 
— none  better — all  the  humble  antecedents  of  Richard  Ingle* 
hardt.  It  was  the  moa(  impertinent  sort  of  knowledge,  which 
Tack  was  not  disposed  to  keep  sealed  up  from  the  vulgar  sense. 
He  might  have  been  civil  enough  to  keep  silence,  had  Biohard 
been  sensible  enough  to  have  forebome  giving  the  preference 
to  the  bouse  of  Widow  Bruce.  Had  he  done  so,  indeed,  it 
might  have  been  the  better  for  himself — might  have  secured 
him  greater  popularity  — for,  the  truth  must  be  told,  Richard 
was  more  feared — respectedt  perhaps — than  loved.  He  had 
abandoned  his  casUt  an  unforgivable  offence,  which  moved  the 
dislike  of  all  its  members ;  and  he  had  not  quite  succeeded  in 
forcing  himself  upon  the  affections,  or  the  full  confidence  of  that 
other  circle  which  he  sought  to  penetrate ;  and  this  moved  the 
scorn  and  derision  of  his  old  associates — none  of  whom  was 
more  sharp  and  satirical  than  our  excellent  Jack  Baltezegar. 
IjfoWf  Jack  was,  besides,  though  in  secret,  a  revolutionist.  He 
did  not  publish  his  articles  of  faith,  it  is  true ;  and  he  rather 
avokied  all  questicm  in  respect  to  them  -,  but,  in  his  own  way, 
he  suffered  the  patriots  to  know  that  he  was  an  ally  whenever 
the  wind  blew  from  the  right  quarter. 

It  was  not  with  any  eagerness,  we  may  state,  that  the  widow 
Bruce  consented  to  receive  Oaptain  Richard  Inglehardt  into 
her  dwelling*  She,  tpo,  was  quite  well  acquainted  with  his 
first  beginnings,  and  early  associations.  She  did  not  incline 
to  these,  and  she  did  not  much  affect  the  character  of  the  man. 
As  a  lodger  he  would  never,  before  the  Revolution,  have  found 
his  way  to  her  board ;  but  that  event  forced  people  into  new 
and  seemingly  unnatural  relations  and  the  widow  Bruce  was 
compelled  to  recognise  the  claims  of  the  loyalist  captain,  in  a 
lawless  period,  whom,  as  the  son  of  an  obscure  ovor^^eer,  of  no 
good  character,  she  would  have  spumed  from  he:*  threshold* 
Inglelmrdt  felt  all  this,  but  was  quite  willing  that  ctrcomstfi/u/M 
should  do  for  hb  desires  what  personally  he  might  not  hrive  don«i 
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himself;  and  bis  good  sense  did  not  suffer  liim  to  feel  any  re- 
sentments in  consequence  of  if  hat  he  knew  to  be  the  real, 
thoogh  suppressed  feelings  of  his  hostess  toward  him.  She 
despised  him — that  he  knew — as  an  individual;  but  as  she 
did  not  outrage  his  pride  by  any  wanton  exhibition  of  her  sen- 
timents, he  was  by  no  means  unwilling  that  she  should  enter- 
tain them.  In  fact,  he  had  nothing  to  desire  at  her  hands  more 
than  lie  received,  and  beyond  this  he  never  troubled  himself  to 
consider  for  a  moment  what  degree  of  sympathy  might  exist 
between  them.  He  had  few  sympathies  himself  for  anybody, 
and  his  heart  was  of  too  cold  a  nature  to  feel  the  need  of  sym- 
pathy from  others. 

Coldness  of  heart  was  the  great  and  terrible  infirmity  of 
Richard  Inglehardt.  He  could  be  kind  upon  occasions — nay, 
was  habitually  kind — forbearing  rather,  and  when  unmoved  by 
selfish  considerations.  But  the  moment  that  self  interposed, 
however  slightly,  he  was  as  unscrupulous  as  a  tiger.  Mild  and 
conciliatory  of  manner,  slow  and  subdued  in  speech,  patient  and 
quiet  under  all  circumstances,  deliberate  in  all  his  moods,  he 
was  subtle,  sly,  suspicious,  ever  working  in  secret  like  a  spider, 
stretching  his  meshes  on  every  side,  and  ensnaring,  where  he 
could,  with  a  restless  cunning,  that  worked  half  the  time  from 
mere  instinct,  and  the  love  of  the  employment.  He  was  pas- 
sionate in  nothing.  His  hate  or  love  was  never  a  thing  of  ex- 
tremes, never  uncalculating,  never  rash.  He  could  abandon, 
with  small  feeBng  of  sacrifice,  the  object  of  attachment  fbr  a 
consideration ;  and  could  embrace  his  worst  enemy,  in  the  at- 
tainment of  a  new  desire.  Essentially  cold  of  heart,  he  had  no 
firiondships,  acknowledged  no  sympathies,  and  subjected  all  his 
feelings,  with  little  effort,  to  the  requisitions  of  the  reason  or  of 
the  moment.  He  was,  in  brief,  one  of  those  unfortunate  men 
whose  minds  grow  prematurely  into  strength  at  the  expense  of 
their  affections.  His  intellect  at  fifteen  was  as  much  matured 
as  at  twenty-five.  In  short  he  had  never  been  a  boy.  Ripe 
from  the  beginning,  his  mind  was  as  subtle,  and  deliberate,  as 
well  balanced,  and  cool  and  circumspect,  as  if  endowed  with 
fifty  years  of  social  experience. 

A  mind  thus  constituted,  without  the  eager  passions  and  gen- 
aroos  impul  jes  of  youth,  rarely  goes  beyond  a  certain  gradu- 
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«ted  and  respectable  measure  of  perfoimance.  It  is  etatioiiAry, 
niiually — miprog^-cssive,  aad,  as  it  usually  excites  large  expee- 
Utions  at  first,  so  it  is  apt  to  disappoint  its  own  promise  in  the 
end.  It  is,  perhaps,  true  in  general,  that  great  minds  are  Gom> 
monly  slow  of  growth  to  maturity.  There  must  be  'a  gradval 
rise  to  strength,  if  permanence  is  to  be  attained ;  -and  the  veiy 
sobriety  of  youth  is  really  an  unfavorable  indication  for  the 
^tui^e  p^fonnances  of  manhood.  Of  Richard  Inglebardtt  the 
calm,  sensibly  cool,  discreet,  assured  boy,  large  expectations  had 
been  formed.  He  still  remained  calm,  and  cool,  and  sensible ; 
and,  in  moderate  affaus,  even  sagacious ;  but  something  more 
is  essential  to  maintain  the  claims  of  such  a  beginning.  That 
he  had  npt  advanced  beyond  his  earliest  marks,  was,  in  fact, 
proof  of  retrogrfide.  And  he  had  not  advanced.  He  had  shown 
himself  brave,  but  not  brilliant ;  cunning,  but  not  wise  ;  calcu- 
lating, h^t  not  profound ;  able  in  the  performance  of  ordinaiy 
duties,  l^t  never  nobly  a4venturous.  A9  a  caption  of  moonteid 
riflemen,  he  had  been  diligent  He  knew  his  duty,  but  he 
never  rose  to  performances  which  cast  a  glory  over  the  sunple 
duty.  He  had  never  conceived  greatly,  as  he  lacked  impulse 
and  enthusiasm ;  and  exhibited  no  resources  beyond  the  narrow 
range  of  customary  endeavor.  The  lack  q£  enthusiasm  is 
always  a  proof  of  deficient  genius.  Talents  be  had ;  i^  adapt- 
able capacity  for  the  work  before  h^m ;  )ie  was  ^>  shrevfd  judgn 
of  common  men ;  could  conceive  their  motives ;  aijiticipate  their 
prqjects;  th^nrart,  or  promote  ^hem,  according  to  the  sugget- 
tipn;^  of  bis  owif  policy ;  but  enthusiasm  foiled  him ;  he  could 
never  cgmpreh^nd  the  wortli  of  impulse,  g^ero^s  self  ^acrifice^ 
ardent  adyaQture^  eag^r  and  impetuous  zeaL  His  cunning 
fai^^d  him  usually  when  he  had  to  deal  with  those  qnalili0& 
He  not  only  did  not  quite  understand  them,  he  did  not  believe 
in  their  existence ;  or,  if  he  did,  it  was  only  to  rate  the  posses- 
sor as  lacking  \n  that  cammpn^ense  virtue  which  was  his  own 
and  only  secret.  Now,  a  common-sense  mind,  wi^  a  cold 
heart,  is  a  thing  of  cunning  only — not  of  wisdom — not  of  vir^ 
tue ; —  without  magnanimity ;  capable  of  small  operations,  among 
small  people;  and  usually  failing  deplorably  in  momeats  of 
greM  exigency^  wl^en  it  requires  a  brilliant  couoc^ion  to  en- 
counter the  odds  of  a^  extreme  ueceasifcy. 
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Tct  thiB  man,  bo  cold  of  heart,  so  insensible  to  sympathy,  so 
^cnlatmg  in  his  affections — sncli  as  they  were  —  was  a  pro- 
fessed lover  of  Bfertha  Travis.  WTiat  was  the  secret  of  this  anom- 
aly t  The  contradiction  exists  simply  in^  appearance.  He  was 
n  man  of  olrjccts,  continnilly  seeking  something — always  aim- 
ing and  grasping ;  and,  while  in  pnrsuit,  singularly  tenacious 
^f  his  object.  He  possessed  a  dogged  sort  of  perseverance, 
which  Supplied  the  lack  of  zeal ;  but  his  pursuit,  not  grounded 
upon  tie  afibctions  or  the  sympathies,  but  the  result  of  calcula- 
tion only,  could  be  arrested  in  a  moment,  by  the  suggestion  of 
«ny  new  motive  of  self  to  his  mind.  Of  course,  he  was  not 
wanting  in  animal  passions  also,  and  these  become  terrible 
powers  of  evil  in  a  cold  heart.  His  early  years  had  been  passed 
in  near  neighborhood  of  the  Travis  fkmily.  His  fkther  had 
been  for  several  seasons  in  the  employ  of  Captain  Travis;  as  a 
keeper  of  his  large  stock  of  cattle,  and,  for  a  time,  as  the  over- 
seer of  his  negroes.  The  boy  had  set  his  eye,  even  while  she 
was  yet  a  child,  upon  the  budding  charms  of  Bertha.  He  had 
determined,  with  wonderful  precocity,  that  she  should  be  his 
wife.  She  was  beautiful,  and  he  had  a  taste  for  beauty,  which 
waa  stronger  than  any  feelings  or  affections  of  his  heart.  She 
had  the  promise  of  wealth,  and  at  a  very  early  period,  he  had 
discovered  the  almost  universal  power  of  wealth,  and  he  desired 
wealth  as  a  means  of  power.  Power  was  his  principal  craving, 
and  his  aim  contemplated  every  possible  avenue  to  it.  He  had,  . 
accordingly,  resolved  upon  inaking  Bertha  Travis  his  wife. 

Of  course,  he  felt  all  the  difficulties  in  the  way  to  the  attain- 
ment o(  his  object.  The  almost  hnmeasurable  space  which,  in 
a  society  like  that  of  South  Carolina,  separates  the  overseer's 
family  from  that  of  his  employer,  presented  a  barrier,  the  height 
and  breadth  of  which  the  calculating  eye  of  young  Inglehardt 
began  to  scan  and  study  when  he  had  but  entered  his  teens. 
He  did  not  even  try  to  deceive  himself  in  respect  to  its  foimid- 
able  impediments.  The  Revolutionary  struggle  was  favorable 
to  its  overthrow,  and  he  determined  to  avail  himself  of  it.  A 
time  of  general  commotion  in  society  is  apt  to  be  destructive  of 
most  conventionalities. 

But  there  was  yet  another  barrier  in  the  little  damsel  her- 
s«*lf.     She  had,  strange  to  say,  at  a  very  early  period,  showr 
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herself  singularlj  averse  to  tlie  youth.  The  instmcta  of  the 
•  young  rarely  deceive  them,  when  they  themselves  posseaa  en- 
thusiasm and  sensibility.  The  very  lack  of  the  former,  in  the 
hoy,  though  she  could  by  no  meaus  deacribe  the  denciencj* 
trace  its  source,  or  define  its  precise  effects  upon  herself^  wa»a 
yet  a  source  of  dislike  and  aversion.  She  repelled  aU  his  ap- 
proaches;— she  did  not  fear  him,  but  she  avoided  him.  Her 
instincts  rightly  led  her  to  regard  him  as  of  cold,  selfishy  un- 
scrupulous character ;  to  fed  rather  that  he  was  so ;  aAd  this, 
too.  without  expending  thought  upon  the  subject  It  was  only 
in  the  full  rush  of  the  revolutionary  torrent,  that  Bertha  Travis 
ever  began  to  think  that  there  might  be  any  serious  dan^^  to 
herself,  in  tlie  undesired  preference  which  Bichard  Inglehardt 
bestowed  upon  her  chai-ms. 

Still,  up  to  a  late  period,  his  preference  was  of  a  somewhat 
undemonstrative  character.  He  was  not  less  tenacious  of  his 
object,  because  he  pursued  it  quietly,  in  seci-et,  and  with  a  cir- 
cumspect avoidance,  outwardly,  of  all  design.  He  had  proposed 
to  her,  it  is  tiue,  and  been  rejected; — civilly,  but  firmly  ;  — 
sufficiently  so  to  convince  him  that  she  was  not  to  be  won  by 
him,  through  the  medium  of  her  affections.  But  ho  was  not  dis- 
couraged. He  had  beeu  advised  of  her  intimacy  with  Sinclair. 
He  had  once  mot  him  at  the  house  of  Travis ;  he  had  seen  and 
felt  that  the  latter  was  a  formidable  rival ;  he  had  seen  the 
love  of  Bertlia  Travis  speaking  out  in  eye,  and  lip,  and  gesture, 
without  constraint,  at  the  approach  of  this  rival.  He  did  not 
hate  Sinclair  for  this  reason ;  it  was  the  chance  of  the  game 
that  had  given  the  latter  his  ascendency ;  but  he  resolved  to 
baffle  him  nevertheless ;  to  destroy  him  if  he  could ;  to  make 
his  fate,  if  possible,  a  means  for  acting  upon  the  fears  of  the 
maiden.  He  had  another  agency  for  this  purpose,  in  the  father 
of  Bertha.  He  know  the  corrupt  nature  of  Travis.  He  had 
fathomed  some  of  his  secrets.  His  study  was  to  perfect  his 
power  over  the  fortunes  of  the  lattert  and  make  the  condition 
of  his  safety,  the  hand  of  his  daughter. 

And,  in  the  prosecution  of  these  schemes,  he  had  steadily  en- 
gaged for  months — nay,  almost  for  years  —  and,  with  a  certain 
degree  of  success,  in  respect  to  the  aiffairs  of  the  father — whici> 
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fey  this  thne,  be^an  to  render  him  more  than  ever  confident  of 
Irid  ^me. 

And  Traris,  himself,  a  gly  and  snbtle  politician,  had  diacover- 
ed  the  practice  of  the  other  y  had  begun  to  fear  him ;  kept 
close  watch  npon  his  movements,  and  steadily  woAed,  on  his 
bund,  to  strengthen  his  defences,  and  mnltiply  his  resources 
against  the  moment  of  attack.  He  felt  that  he  was  measurably 
in  the  power  of  Inglehardt  aheady ;  in  other  words,  that  the 
latter  had  diseovered  certain  secrets  which  would  greatly  pre- 
]iidie«  him  with  the  British  commanders,  Rawdon  and  Balfour ; 
a  condition  of  his  affiiirs  which  became  much  more  complicated 
as  he  refected  upon  the  uncertainty  of  the  Bevohitionary  issue. 
Were  he  wire  of  the  triumph  of  the  British,  the  game  was  in 
his  own  hands,  provided  he  was  willing  to  sacrifice  his  daughter 
to  the  man  who  held  the  secret  of  his  erring  practice.  But  this 
result  was  dwly  becoming  more  and  more  doubtfbl.  Travis  was 
too  old  a  soldier,  and  too  keen  a  politician,  not  to  perceive  that 
the  resources  of  Qteitt  Britain  were  nearly  exhausted ;  that,  in 
fact,  for  some  time  past,  she  had  been  fighting  her  battles, 
through  the  weapons  of  the  colonists  themselves.  The  loyal 
Americans  now  constituted  the  best  portions  of  her  veteran 
regiments.  The  momenttbat  this  factfthould  become  i^illy  appa- 
rent to  tho  colonists,  themselves,  would  be,  he  well  knew,  the 
signal  of  their  withdrawal  from  those  ranks,  m  which,  conquer- 
ed or  conquering,  they  were  still  only  sacrificing  native  blood 
m  behalf  of  foreign  power. 

But,  let  us  view  these  two  persons  together,  Inglehardt  and 
Travis,  as  they  sit,  fronting  each  other  at  a  table,  in  the  cham- 
ber of  the  former,  at  the  house  of  the  stately  widow  Bruce 
Travis  has  been  invited  to  the  conference.  It  is  the  resump 
tioik  of  one  which  took  place  the  night  before  at  Baltez^gar's, 
where  Travis  usually  had  a  chamber. 

See  the  two  as  they  sit  at  the  table.  There  they  sit,  smiling 
both,  suspicious  both,  with  the  sympathy  of  an  equal  cunning 
alone  bringing  them  together ;  each  with  a  selfish  object ;  each 
well  aware  that  all  the  ordinary  securities  among  men — loyalty, 
good  faith,  a  common  object,  a  common  feeling — are  all  equally 
wanti  igHo  either  party.  Both  are  persons,  to  the  casual  eye,  of 
rathei  pleasing  aspect ;  smooth  of  fbce,  lively  of  eye,  intelligent  of 
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viaajg^e.  In  both*  however,  the  acute  pbyjiig^^Boniist  will  detect 
some  unpleasant  pecnliarities.  Neither  looks  into  the  eje  of 
his  neighbor.  Both  wonld  like  to  do  so,  but  neither  is  willing 
Xo  expose  his  own.  The  lips  of  Travis  show  some  incertitude 
of  charactcir;  those  of  Inglehai'dt  are  firm  eaoi^h,  but  the  lipa 
dp  not  ^ile ;  they  only  part  when  he  would  laugl^.  Both  are 
men  of  sallow  coraplexion>  ^^^  3  ark  lu^r;  butTravif  is  fifty; 
Ipglchardt  scarce  twenty-five.  Yet  how  e%uai  in  yaar^ !  The 
latter  was  as  old  aa  Travis  wl^en  but  twenty  as  he  had  Uved 
only  in  the  intellect.  Whatever  the  moral  deficieneiea  and 
obliquities  of  the  other,  he  was  n^i  wanting  in  the  i|Cectiana» 
i^nd  a  beajpt  so  mu^  contributes  to  the  f  roper  hanuua  wisdom, 
that  we  m^y  give  him  credit  lor  even  an  intellectual  progresB 
which  the  otlier  caxx  never  make.  His  n^nd  is  alrei^dy  old ; 
his  heart  has  never  grown  at  all.  The  one  h^  dwarfod  the 
other,  out  of  sight,  as  if  it  never  had  exisljence. 

What  pleasant  jest  haa  been  provoking  them  to  laughter  t 
That  laughter  of  the  heartless— Wbfut  a  lie  it  is  I  What  a 
mockery  of  heart  and  humanity !  A  laugh,  i/o  be  o^  any  valuer 
to  compel  any  respect  or  sympathy^  must  be  4owD-rjg^ti  honest 
— an  ebullition  which  we  not  only  would  not,  b^t  can  not  re- 
strain. A  strained  laugh  ht^  the  effect  of  a  serpent's  his»  a 
savage's  howl,  the  childlike  cry  of  the  (laifk.  It  tells  <tf  mis- 
chief.   Beware ! 

But  the  parties  know  each  other. 

The  laughter  subsides,  and  both  fa^es  suddenly  mk  inte 
gravity.  An  honest  laugh  subsides  slowly*  It  is  like  a  gener 
ous  sunset  which  leaves  its  sweet  soft  purplish  tinto  upon  the 
sky,  even  when  the  parent  smile  is  gone  fto^n  sight 

There  ^a  no  smile  now  on  either  fiice.  £ach  looks  gn^vely 
upon  the  floor  or  the  table.  Travis  risefl(,  restlessly,  and  lights 
his  pipe  which  he  has  laid  ujwn  the  mantelpiece. 

"  Will  you  drink,  Oaptafai  Travis  V  asks  the  younger  politi- 
cian in  deliberate  accents,  measuring  every  syllable,  and  rap* 
ping  his  snuff-box  with  nice  manner  ere  he  pinches, 

<*  Drink !  I  don't  care  if  I  do,  captain.  What  h^ve  yon 
gotl" 

"  Jamaica  and  Monongahela,  bpth." 

And  the  speaker  ri  ,e  slowly,  pli^ed  his  thun^b  and  fvn- 
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fingw  to  his  BOfltril^  meesod  wUik  i]^od9Ef^te  emphasiB,  laid  the 
nniff-boz  ia  a  partieolar  fl$ce  upon  the  t^^blet  took  out  hii 
pocket-handkerehief*  passed  it  delibecatelj  about  his*  upper  lip^ 
returned  it  to  his  podcel*  *ud  made  threp  steps  to  his  eloset* 
when  he  produced  two  royally  large  black  bottles,  both  squaroy 
and  both  half  fiUed  with  Ii«][aQr. 

'<  The  Jamaica  is  particulmrlj  old.  Captain  Ti:a.Tis.  It  is  part 
of  a  amaU  supply  which  I  had  the  good  fortoae  to  secure,  during 
my  last  visit  to  Ohaideston,  at  the  sale  of  some  coajGbBcated  effects 
of  Gadaden,  and  some  other  of  the  rebel  gentry.  The  Monon- 
gahela,  is  of  some  age  also,  but  it  has  no  family  characteristic^ 
to  recommend  it  It  is  a  good  creature,  however,  as  good  as 
the  district  can  famish  of  its  age." 

All  this  was  spokea  in  low  topes,  very  slowly^  drawlingly  in 
Iftct,  with  a  idight  nasal  twang>  which  mighty ,  however,  be  due 
to  the  snuf^  which  Inglafaardt  too  fireejiy  used,  rather  thai^  to  the 
natural  tonea  of  his  voice.  The  whole  maimer  of  the  man  was 
artificial.  His  true  nature  was  to  be  found  in  art — that  is,  in 
the  exclusive  sovereignty  of  hiQ ^mental  constitution., 

''The  Uottongnhek  for  me,"  said  Travis.  <<!  am  half  in- 
elined  to  think  that  the  Jamaica  is  hurtful.  The  whiskey  never 
affects  the  brain  or  liver.     The  Jamaica  does  both." 

And  he  poured  out,  as  he  spoke,  a  moderate  stoup  qt  the 
liquor,  which  he  only  dashed  with  water.  Inglehardt  was  even 
more  moderate.  He  drank  but  little.  Abstinenee  was  among 
his  virtues.  He  never  suffered  his  wits  to  escape  ^om  the  leash 
of  wiU  and  prudence. 

**  Neither  trouble  mine,  I  think." 

**  Hah !  you  nev^  give  them  a  chance.  You  are  airaid  of 
tfhe  bottle." 

••  Not  afraid — only  non-committal." 

••  A  politician  even  in  your  liquors,  as  in  your  prayers." 

**  Truth.  I  give  mys^f  up  to  no  excess  in  either.  You  may 
salely  trust  that  Monongahela,  captain.  It  is  mild  with  age, 
and  gentle  in  degree  with  its  purity." 

'*  What  iay  you  then  to  a  stoup  together  of  equal  measure  1 
Approve  your  eulogium  by  your  own  practice." 

"  Ah !  if  I  dared ;  but  I  have  not  ihe  head  for  it." 

**  Pishaw  I  you  have  hoad  enough  fbt*  anything.    As  for  any 
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dftttger  to  jxmr  bead  from  anTthiDg*  that  bdtb  of  m  couM  drink. 
I  fthonld  say  it  was  impossible.  Tour  bead  is  as  stabbom  as 
mine,  as  capable  of  endurance; — nay,  more  so;  only  try  it; 
haVe  faith  in  yomrself.  and  yield  up  a  trifle  i|iore  of  your  life  to 
the  follies  of  it  After  all,  there  are  momenta  when  I  luiey 
that  drinking  is  one  of  the  best  panaoeae  fSor  trouble.  If  I 
bad  my  ^ttie  ftill  of  that  old  Madeira  which  the  parish  gentry 
Soak  daily,  I  should  perhaps  give  myself  no  trouble  about  the 
workings  of  my  own  brain,  or  that  of  my  neighbors." 

**  That  fierce  old  baron,  Sinclair,  is  sud  to  hays  his  aettio  Ml 
to  overflowing  of  the  oldest  in  the  country." 

This  was  spoken  with  unwonted  abf  uptuess  ft>r  so  delieate  a 
speaker.  But  Travis  was  on  his  guard.  H)e  answered  care- 
lessly, and  with  great  indifference  of  manttsr. 

"  So  I  hear  1  He  has  wealth  enough  for  it  But  his  case  ia 
a  warning  against  old  Madeira,  fie  has  a  pipe  of  it  in  his 
legs — gont-casks— which  he  can't  tap,  and  wouldn't  wflliagly 
carry.'* 

"  But  the  Madeira  is  a  gout4*eiiiedy.'* 

"  So  the  fools  say  I  It  is  the  disease  ittolf.  The  gout,  Kke 
most  of  the  diseases  of  rich  men,  comes  out  of  the  kitehen  and 
the  cellar." 

"  Kay,  we  know  that  it  is  hereditary." 

**  Ah !  that  sounds  authontative ;  but  you  are  nearer  the 
mark  to  say  that  hahit»  are  hereditary.  The  sontb  apt  to  Hve 
as  his  fkther  taught  him,  and  to  rafifor  horn  the  same  sauces. 
lliey  both  spice  the  broth  after  an  hereditary  measure,  and  have 
hereditary  puncheons  in  their  pegS)  aoeordiiigly.  Catch  tiie 
spawn  of  the  old  flsh,  and  transplant  to  other  waters,  W  you 
would  take  out  of  their  scales  the  taint  of  the  old  mead.  I 
doubt  if  you  ever  knew  a  son  who  war  rescued  from  im  father's 
exatnplest  before  he  is  able  to  percoive  the»,  who  ever  exhibited 
his  father's  infihnities,  physical  oi>  moitU." 

Iiiglelutrdt  seemed  to  muse,  and  fingered  and  tapped  Ua 
6uaff-box,  and  fed  his  nostrik  tenderly ;  then  wiped  Ids  upper 
lip  with  an  easy  gestnrc«  restored  his  'kerchief  to  his  pocket, 
and  said — all  of  a  sudden :  — 

'*  Tou  havB  tasted  of  old  Sinelair's  wine  V 

This  was  said  carelessly,  ibough  quickly.    Travis  m  a*  mt^ 
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meat  perceired  that  it  meant  really — "  I  know  that  you  have 
been  to  see  him  lately."  He  perceived  tlie  snare.  He  saw 
that  any  effort  at  evaiion  would  involve  him  in  deeper  suspicion ; 
be  determined  inpon  a  firank  manner*  at  all  events,  and  as  free 
a  revelation  of  ike  tkuth  w  he  deemed  it  good  policy  to  make 
These  reflections  cost  him  not  a  moment ;  and  he  replied  :--- 

^  That  I  hav^,  and  firit*tate  liquor  it  is.  It  deserves  its  rep- 
utation^ I  paid  the  old  soldier  a  visit  some  five  weeks  ago-— 
bought  a  hundred  beeves  of  him— and  he  very  civilly  insisted 
npon  my  dining  with  him  •-^  was  very  gracious,  indeed,  and 
gave  me  of  the  best.  The  bottles  he  put  on  the  table  were 
crusted  with  oobwebs.  The  wine  was  then  twenty-nine  years 
old.  He  mentioned,  with  a  chuckle,  that  my  Lords  Bawdon 
and  Fitzgerald,  had  brought  up  bottom,  after  earnest  soundings, 
from  no  less  than  a  score  of  bottles  in  one  evening." 

The  wily  Inglehardt  was  baffled. 

"  How  the  d— 1 !"  thought  Travis  to  himself,  **  did  he  get  at 
that  visit  1     I  had  taken  every  precaution  V* 

Of  course,  he  knew,  from  the  question  of  Inglehardt,  that  he 
had  made  the  discovery.  The  only  mode  left  him  was  to  an« 
ttoipate  exposure  by  frankness,  and  disarm  it.  He  could  not 
disarm  suspicion ;  but  he  might  baffle  evidence. 

'*  Ah !  my  Lords  Eawdon  and  Fitzgerald.  So  Fitagerald  has 
been  there !  That  must  have  been  jitst  when  I  was  laid  on  my 
back  by  this  troublesome  wound.  No  doubt  they  relished  the 
old  fellow's  wine.     They  can't  get  such  wine  in  England." 

"  No,  indeed ;  Garolina's  the  region  for  the  ripening  of  Ma- 
deira. Zounds,  my  lips  smack  of  its  flavor  at  the  very  recollec- 
tion. I  wish  I  had  a  thousand  bottles  of  it — the  contents  of 
his  garret  would  probably  yield  quite  as  many." 

"  And  why  should  you  not.  Captain  Travis  ?" 

"  How  should  II — I'd  like  to  know  tlie  process." 

**  It  is  an  easy  one  when  the  work  of  confiscation  becomes 
general,  and  spreads  a  little  more  from  the  seaboard  into  the 
interior." 

'*  Ah  !  but  how  will  it  affect  him  I  Why,  he  is  as  fierce  and 
stubborn  a  loyalist  as  any  in  the  country." 

"  Words  !  words !  Do  you  suppose  that  his  mere  profession 
of  loyalty  will  savi  his  estates,  in  the  teeth  of  his  son's  active 
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rebellion  ?  Will  hid  majesty's  governmeBt  suffer  his  estates  to 
fall  into  the  faimcls  of  the  rdbel,  simply  because  hts  ftiiher  fro- 
fessed  a  fidelity  which  he  did  not  sustain  in  any  other  way  f 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  Sinclair  Bar<my  shoiild  not  hl\  into 
the  general  stock,  and  reward  some  true  sobjeot  who  has  shown 
himself  in  deeds,  as  well  as  words." 

**  IVuly,  if  such  be  the  proi^ect  befbve  us,  die  pickings  #ill 
be  considerable.  The  old  Barony  would  cut  up  famously.  B«t 
old  Sinclair  is  strong  with  Bawdon  and  Balfour,  and  I  suspect 
tke  properly  will  all  be  covered  by  the  name  of  the  dangb- 
tar." 

'*  Well,  she  wiH  reward  some  good  loyalist  who  has  carried 
a  sword  in  action,  £or  his  aetiye  serrices.  Somehow,  the  prop- 
erty must  go  into  the  proper  hands.  The  only  doubt  reallv  in 
about  the  issue  of  the  war." 

"But  can  that  be  doubtful?" 
'  Nobody  better  knew  how  doubtful  was  the  result  than  the 
speaker ;  in  fact,  he  was  chiefly  occupied  at  this  very  moment, 
in  preparing  against  thb  doubt.  But  he  knew  that  Inglehaidt 
was  sounding  him.  It  was  the  cue  of  Travis  to  make  the  other 
believe  that  hie  himself  had  no  sort  of  qtiestiou  that  the  British 
arms  would  be  suecessftiL  The  poB^  of  Inglehardt  depended 
upon  this  sucdess;  and,  as  most  persons  can  easily  be  persuaded 
of  what  they  wish,  Travis  took  for  granted  that,  though  he 
seemed  to  intimate  a  doubt  of  the  final  issue,  he  yet  feUt  none. 
Still,  Inglehardt  was  not  unwillii^  to  suggest  to  his  companion 
the  fear  which  he  hardly  felt  himself.    Hfe  replied : — 

"There's  no  saying.  Troops  do  not  arrive  with  sufficient 
rapidity  &om  England." 

"  Three  fresh  Irish  regiments  only  the  other  day,"  answered 
the  other.  * 

"  Yes ;  but  not  meant  for  this  colony —designed  for  Virginia, 
and  only  permitted  to  be  used  by  Lord  Bawdon  temporarily, 
in  the  nece«)sity  of  relieving  Ninety-Six.  Then,  you  see,  tiieae 
Irbh  troops  are  not  to  be  relied  on.  The  moment  they  get  an 
opportunity  they  desert  and  join  the  rebels.  They  entertain 
no  love  for  the  British  fla^.  No  I  our  best  ehanoes  depend 
upon  the  loyal  Aiiericans,  and  they  come  in  very  slowly  now, 
He^  have  I  been  recruiting  for  a  month,  and  have  euceea4et 
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in  piclLhyg  tip  otily  dxteen  rafw  fellovd,  hardly  worth  their  salt. 
Thfogg^  IfeAt,  begin  to  look  sosj^iciotift.'* 

TMfc  irnd  said  with  great  gravity  aftd  deliberaHoti,  and  a 
iheUtiohdy  shakfaig  of  the  he«td.  thit  I'ravi^  knew  bis  man. 
•♦  We  hdpefc,"  such  WM  his  mentkl  reflection,  "  to  win  me  on  to 
hJt  otit  my  o^m  cklcttlation.  But  I  know  better  than  to  commit 
inyeelf  to  hhn  by  declaring  ray  tme  conTiction.  No,  no,  Mas- 
ter Inglebardt,  yon  don't  catch  this  weasel  asleep!"  Then, 
idood,  ahd  with  some  show  of  disquiet :.— * 

**  Pkshaw !  Captain  Inglehardt,  you  are  in  a  croaking  humor 
tb-day.  You  torprise  me  by  such  notions.  As  f6r  Great  Brit- 
ain labklng  troops,  or  being  compelled  to  rely  upon  native 
Amerlcims,  that  seenns  to  me  dne  of  the. idlest  fancies  in  tlie 
world*    Our  loyalist  troops  ate  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket.'* 

"  By  Jupiter !  Captain  Travis,  they  are  pretty  much  all  that 
are  worth  having  in  the  bucket.  Look  how  the  British  armies 
ari  now  made  up.  The  vetferan  troops  are  nearly  all  American. 
The  He«8fafis  are  pretty  much  used  up ;  the  Scotch  regiments 
are  not  hitlf  M\ ;  the  Irish  desert  when  they  can,  are  perpetu- 
ally mutmying,  their  officers  dare  not  rely  upon  them,  and 
tremble,  when  they  go  into  action,  lest  their  own  bayonets 
should  be  the  fiVst  at  tlieir  bosoms.  Half  of  Lord  Bawdon's 
fbrce  *t  Oimiden  were  loyalists ;  of  the  thousand  meri  of  Fergu- 
son, that  g^e  frp  to  the  mountaineers,  at  King's  mountain,  more 
than  nine  hundred  #et^  Aiiierican  born.  And  who  but  native 
Americans  have  kept  the  post  of  *  Ninety-Six,'  under  Cruger, 
80  long  a^inst  the  Whole  of  the  rebel  army  of  Greene?  I  tell 
you,  Cfeptaiii  Travis,  that  the  forces  of  Greitt  BritAfn,  now  in 
the  South,  would  be  swallowed  up  everywhere,  but  fbt  tife  rifles 
of  our  own  people." 

••And  if 'this  be  so,  Captain  Inglehardt — which  I  am  very 
for  from  admitting-^ what  better  proof  can  we  have  of  the 
nitithate  success  of  our  cause  ?  If,  keeping  her  own  powers  in 
reserve.  Great  Britain  can  so  direct  the  resources  supplied  by 
the  loyal  population,  as  to  keep  the  rebels  in  subjection,  do  you 
not  see  ^at  she  can,  at  any  moment,  Achieve  the  fullest  results 
of  victory,  by  only  a  slight  increase  of  the  foreign  forces  V* 

'•  Ay,  but  has  she  kept  her  own  fofrces  in  reserve  T  Has  she 
not  employed  them  to  the  uttermost  ?     Why  did  she  n^'ed  to 
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liiro  and  hny  the  Hessians  I  Oearly,  becanae  bar  own  peo- 
ple lacked  nnmbers,  or  were  reluctant  to  join  the  war.  Tha 
Scotch  are  not  a  nmnerous  people.  Enji^Uiid  hecaelf  eat  off  too 
large  a  proportion  of  the  Highland  Scotch*  not  to  feel  the  want 
of  them  now.  The  Irish  are  nnfaithfol  and  not  to  be  trastad. 
What  then  ?  She  now  depends  upon  them,  chiefly,  as  the  ro- 
served  powers  of  which  joa  speak ;  and  these«  with  oor  am 
tive  Americans,  constitute  all  her  strength  here  at  present. 
When  yon  add  to  thi^  that  the  drain  upon  the  Irtish  treasaiy 
for  six  years,  will  hardly  now  suffer  her  to  hure  more  troops*  w 
even  pay  those  who  are  in  arms  at  present,  you  will  see  that  I 
have  some  good  reasons  for  holding  the  present  issue  donbtfuL** 

Now,  Inglehardt  had  truly  painted  the  condition  of  Great 
Britain,  the  exhaustion  equally  of  her  men  and  money ;  but* 
strange  to  say,  he  did  not  himself  fully  believe  in  the  extent  of 
the  danger  as  he  described  it;  he  believed  still  only  as  he 
wished ;  but  his  subtle  policy  was  to  persuade  Travis  that  he 
himself  was  beginning  to  be  affected  by  those  arguments,  which 
he  had  reason  to  think  had  been  already  adopted  by  Travis, 
of  his  own  reasoning.  If  Travis,  now,  should  only  be  so  &r 
deluded  into  the  notion  that  he,  Inglehardt,  like  himself,  was 
beginning  to  meditate  how  best  to  prepare  for  die  backdoor  of 
retreat— ^ and,  thus  persua^^d,  should  let  something  of  his  owa 
meditations  to  this  effect  be  seen,  he  should  secure  soch  further 
hold  upon  the  father  of  Bertha  Travis,  as  would  most  effectual- 
ly place  him  in  his  power. 

But  the  old  politician  was  not  so  easily  gulled.  He  laughed 
at  the  gloomy  picture  which  the  other  had  painted  of  the  future. 

''  No  I"  said  he,  **  Great  Britain  is  like  a  rock  against  which 
nil  the  waves  of  rebellion,  though  nun\erous  as  billows  of  the 
Atlantic,  would  chafe  and  beat  in  vain.  The  mother-eoontry 
is  only  economical  of  her  resources.  She  has  adopted  the  true 
policy  of  making  us  fight  the  battle  with  as  little  cost  to  her- 
self as  possible.  When  it  is  necessary  to  put  forth  her  strength 
— her  men  and  money — they  will  not  be  wanting.  Do  not  de 
spend,  Inglehardt  There  is  nothing  to  fear— nothing  to  doub» 
—  there  is  no  danger  that  the  rebel  power  wiU  ever  succeed. 
As  you  yourself  have  shown,  the  native  loyalists  have  proved 
9uitc  a  sufficient  match,  almost  alone,  for  the  native  rebels. 
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Obe  et#<Nf  the  British  goYwnment  has  made,  and  that,  indeea, 
IB  a  Bonons  one,  because  to  fall  of  injastiee.  It  is  a  tronder, 
indeed,  that  it  has  not  worked  for  her  the  most  mischieyoiis  re- 
sults." 

"What  is  that  r 

"  She  expects  ns  to  find  her  the  troops,  yet  reftises  to  let  ns 
find  the  general  officers.  At  hest,  all  that  onr  distinguished 
jonng  men  can  get  from  her,  is  a  colonelcy,  a  majority,  a  cap- 
taincy. They  are  not  trusted  as  generals  of  brigade  or  division 
— hare  fidw  <liscretionary  trusts  confided  to  them ;  yet  could  I 
pick  out  a  score  or  two  of  natires,  of  this  one  province,  who  are 
fhr  better  fitted  to  plan  a  pitched  battle  than  half  that  are  now 
in  comv^amd  hi  the  British  armies.  This  ia  a  bHud  policy.  It 
is  the  one  which  Britam  pursued  aM  ^mmgh  the  French  and 
Indian  wars,  and  it  cost  us  innoenae  loss  in  blood  and  treasure. 
It  has  cost  VLB  this  very  rebeiiion,  whidi  never  would  have 
taken  place  in  the  South,  had  not  our  own  able  men  been  every- 
where thruat  upon  the  shelves.  Why,  for  example,  should  you 
remain  five  years  a  captain  only,  when  such  persons  as  Barry, 
and  Sheridan,  Mad  Ganpbell,  Fool  Gampbell«  BuUdog  Campbell, 
and  Weaael  Campbell,  all  take  higher  rank.  I  know  you,  and 
ao  do  they ;  and  they  know»  aa  I  do,  that  you  are  better  fitted 
fbr  a  coloiieiey  of  foot  or  dragoons  than  any  one  of  these  peo- 
ple. Yet,  after  all  your  services,  for  six  years,  yon  are  just  in 
die  Bsfme  position  aa  when  yon  brought  your  own  company  into 
camp.  If  they  could  have  taken  yotir  captaincy  from  you,  with- 
out discouraging  all  tlie  loyalists,  do  you  suppose  that  it  would 
not  have  been  given  to  some  fiiviorite,  some  younger  son  of  an 
old  house,  who  was  fovnd  too  trouUesorae,  or  expeni^ive  at 
home  ?  Oertai»ly,  this  policy  has  done  more  toward  keeping 
back  the  royal  cause  ieom  triumph,  than  anything  besitleB.'' 

The  speech  of  Travis  was  an  adroit  one.  It  was,  in  some 
d^^ee,  turning  the  tables  upon  his  companion,  insinualing  an 
argument,  ad  ksminem,  which,  in  a  ease  Of  even  moderate  self- 
esteem,  mi^t  be  found  to  tell.  In  other  respects,  the  remarks 
of  the  speaker  betrayed  such  perfect  confidence  in  the  power  of 
Oreat  Britain  to  effect  the  final  conquest  of  the  country,  that  it 
thrrw  Inglehardt  off  from  the  chase  of  the  one  idea  he  had  pur- 
sued, iiough  it  did  by  no  means  persuade  him  to  any  faith  in 
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the  li<mc8tj  of  ike  speaker  in  the  profee^oafl  b^  had  i 
for  the  adroit  appeal  to  his  own  pride,  in  the  reference  t^  the 
neglect  of  iiaf Ive  merit,  and  ita  alow  promotion,  the  bait  did  not 
take ;  though,  we  may  add,  suh  rosa^  that  Inglehardt  had  been 
laboring  secretly — (was  it  a  secret  to  Travis!) — lor  a  higher 
command,  and  had  found  his  wishes  invariably  set  aside,  in 
favor  of  some  young  sprmgald,  of  famous  blood,  and  broken 
fortunes,  from  the  moth^-conntry.  He  felt  the  tmth  of  what 
Travis  urged  accordingly ;  but  it  failed  of  its  effect,  in  disaiSA- 
Ing  him  of  his  suspicions  of  the  speaker,  simply  becaioae  be  felt 
that  the  point  was  urged  with  the  evident  purpose  to  act  upon 
himself.  The  wily  man  will  distrust  e;?ery  argument,  however 
true  and  just,  which  he  feels  to  be  suggeeted  with  «  speoifie 
purpose,  which  is  yet  not  openly  avowed. 

"  Well/'  said  he,  somewhat  mnsin^y,  and  feeding  his  nostrib 
again  from  the  snu£f-boz — **  I  am  glad  that  you  think  ao  well 
of  oar  general  prospect.  I  confess  that  I  had  some  midgiviii^ 
But  what  you  say  seems  reasonable  enough.  It  is  elearly  the 
policy  of  Great  Britain  to  fight  the  rebels  at  as  little  cost  of 
men  and  money  as  she  can.  I  only  hope  tiiat  she  way  not  tar- 
ry her  economy  too  far.  War  is  an  expensive  luxury  in  whif& 
one  can  not  exercise  a  very  niee  economy.  Men  wish  to  be 
paid  well  for  the  privilege  of  behiig  shot  and  bayoaeted.  It  is 
only  the  gold  in  the  pouch  that  reconciles  one  to  the  prospect 
of  lead  in  the  paunch.  As  f(^  this  army  favoritism,  yo«  niay 
be  right  in  some  degree.  Captain  Travis.  There  is  ^uite  too 
much  of  it.  In  respect  to  myself  why,  I  certainly  shonld  not 
quarrel  with  his  majesty's  seal  to  a  commisskm  making  me  m*- 
jor  of  hrigade,  or  giving  me  an  independent  legion.  The  thing 
iioft  certainly  occurred  to  me,  Imt  more  as  a  something  I  had  a 
right  to  expect,  than  because  of  any  earnest  desire  that  I  have 
for  it.  But,  as  a  poor  captain  of  rangers,  I  am  not  uncomforta- 
ble. It  is  a  snug  command,  easily  masiaged,  and*  if  I  have  only 
n  Hinall  trust,  I  am  relieved  ftom  all  heavy  rei^onsihilitiea.  If 
I  receive  no  favors,  I  am  at  least  not  burdened  with  the  sense 
of  obligation.  The  neglect  of  my  services  does  not  mortify  me 
to  a  loss  of  my  appetite." 

''You  are  more  philosophical  than  I  should  be— than  most 
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persons  are»''  answer^  tli0  other.    ''  I  am  glad  that  I  have  sor 
vived  all  mj  military  axnbitioa.',' 

"  Yes — but  you  have  not  suryived  all  your  appetUes,**  replied 
the  other,  with  a  smile  which  was  something  of  a  saeer*^ 
"  Tour  ambition  is  more  mpdest,  oaptaini  than  some  of  your 
other  passions.  A  commissariat  is  not  a  bad  sphere  for  making 
friends  with  fortune.  In  truth*  such  is  my  modesty,  that  I  do 
not  know  but  I  should  be  wiUmg  to  exchange  plaeea  with 
you." 

"  Tou  would  soon  sicken  of  it,"  answered  Trairis,  aomdwhat 
hastily. 

*'  Never,  because  of  surfeit/'  replied  Inglehacdt.  **  But  I  do 
not  quarrel  with  your  good  fortune.  J.  keep  iu  mind  the  fact 
tliat  your  operatians»  with  your  ecanon^,  must  all  result  in  the 
prosperity  of  your  future  son-in  law." 

**  Bertha  Travis  will  be  in  comfortable  eir^cniastanceg  should 
anything  happen  to  me,"  repli04  tho  affectionate  father*  some- 
what evasively. 

"  Why,  Captain  Travis,  she  will  be  a  millionaire.  Talk 
of  comfortable  circumstances,  indeed  1  I  \ifould  venture  to  say 
tliat,  by  the  time  this  rebellion  is  ^rushed,  you  will  be  one  of 
the  richest  men  in  the  province." 

"  Pshaw  I  you  talk  wildly.  Only  comfortable —  comfortable ! 
A  moderate  estate,  which,  well  managed,  will  enable  a  small 
family  to  live  independently." 

"  No  more  ?  Well,  fortunately.  Bertha  Travia  herself  is  one 
of  those  treiusnrei?  which  would  efficiently  reconcile  me  to  such 
a  moderate  prospect  of  fortj(^je.  By-th^way,  Travis,  this  thing 
dr^gs  a  Uttl^  too  heav^y.  Thpugh  apt  to  take  most  things 
coolly,  yet  I  confess,  in  the  mait^  of  the  affections,  I  am 
rather  an  eager,  itnpatiei!!^  pei^son." 

And  the  speaker  uttered  these  words  even  mpre  deliberately 
and  drawlingly  than  usual,  and  resorted  to  his  snuff  box,  slowly 
taigping  it  first,  then  segregating,  with  the  thumb  and  forefinger, 
the  smallest  possible  particles  from  the  mass,  and  feeding  with 
it,  as  a  young  lady  would  feed  canary  or  humming  bird,  the 
slightly  reddened  tips  of  his  sharply*elongated  nose. 

Travis  thought  to  himself :  —  **  Now  d — n  the  skunk,  does  he 
expect  me  to  believe,  or  does  he  himself  believe,^  that  be  has 
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got  any  wai-m  blood  m  his  veins !  He  impatient !  By  Heavens, 
an  ounce  of  impatience  in  his  blood  would  prove  of  better  use 
to  himself  and  to  all  other  persons,  than  all  the  yirtues  in  his 
carcass/' 

But  Travis  did  not  venture  to  speak  aloud  such  "  parlously" 
offensive  matter.  The  reflection  was  instantaneous,  and  did 
not  prevent  him  from  a  sufficiently  proriipt  reply. 

''It  is  not  my  fault,  Inglehardt,  that  the  affair  drags  00 
slowly." 

^'  I  am  afraidi  my  dear  fldflow,  tliat  it  u  your  fault*' 

'*  How  ?  I  have  done  all  that  I  could.  I  have  urged  jovr 
cause  to  BeF.tha " 

''No,  Travis,  you  have  not  done  all  that  you  coidd;  and 
there  are  such  modes  of  urging  a  cause  as  infallibly  to  defeat 
it." 

^  You  do  not  mean  to  accuse  me  of  bad  finith,  Ingtehardt  T' 

"Not  exactly  that  I  1  flatter  myself,  that,  putting  out  of 
sight  altogether  what  is  evidently  your  preference  and  policy, 
I  possess  certain  securities  for  your  good  faith,  the  value  of 
which  BO  one  better  knows  than  yourself.  Now,  I  feel  sure 
that  you  are  not  heedless  of  these  securities,  and  I  could  almost 
persuade  myself  that,  apart  from  these,  your  policy  perceives, 
in  my  u^ion  with  Bertha  Travis,  the  greatest  advantages  to 
both.  Let  her  once  be  mine,  and  our  united  strength  renders 
us  both  secure,  and  enables  us  to  work  with  more  confldenoe 
upon  the  British  authorities.  Then,  indeed,  I  might  secure 
this  colonelcy— assuming  it  to  be  an  object  of  real  importance 
and  desire ;  and,  instead  of  a  mere  deputy  commissary,  you 
might  pass  into  the  department  as  its  head.  Why  will  you 
not  see  these  advantages  as  I  do  ?" 

"  I  do  see  them — I  am  certainly  not  blind.** 

"  Hardly  with  open  eyes,  Travis,  or  you  would  do  something 
more  for  their  promotion." 

'« I  do  all  that  I  can.    I  have  urged  your  claims  upon  Ber 
tha." 

"  Ay,  you  have  said — '  This  man  seeks  you,  and  I  could  wish 
that  you  would.be  pleased  to  see  in  him  a  marvellous  proper 
person.'  That  is  all ;  is  that  urging  my  claims  T  Look  you,  my 
amiable  fiither-iu-law,  that  is  to  be — aught  to  he,  at  least  — 


A  PAI»  OF  AWA9Um.  809 

•od  wOl  be^  if  he  knows  where  wisdom  and  safety  lie  together, 
—-look  you — ^  is  this  the  time,  or  is  yours  the  situation,  when 
you  eaa  sn&r  the  tastes  and  prejudices  of  a  silly  young  girl, 
that  as  yet  knows  nothing,  to  pule  about  her  heart,  and  her  af- 
fectionsy  and  all  that  stuff  1  Shall  the  plajw,  the  schemes,  the 
foriunea — nay,  the  very  safety  r-of  men,  be  jeoparded  by  such 
absurd  pleadings  1  She  does  not  love  me; — veil?  In  all 
your  en^perieiMces  of  the  eex,  how  many  of  them  have  loved 
wisely  ?  —  how  many  have  married  where  they  did  not  honestly 
love,  and  yet  passed  a  very  comfortable  life  of  it  1  Why  should 
Bertha  Travis  not  love  me  ?  I  am  not  an  Adonis,  true ;  but  I 
Lave  tolerably  comely  proportions.  Do  you  not  suppose  that 
I  wUl  make  her  ^uite  as  happy  t- to  talk  in  the  ridiculous  dia- 
lect of  vu^ar  people — as  that  insolent  fellow  Sinclair  ?  I  am 
not  brutal  of  habit,  am  not  a  profligate  liver,  have  my  tastes,  as 
you  know -^ pay,  pride  myself  a  little  upon  them — have  had 
a  very  tolerable  education,  and  believe  that  I  can  carry 
myself  quite  as  much  as  a  gentleman,  as  any  aristociat  in  the 
parisbet.  You  do  not  believe — I  know — that  there  is  any 
prospect  of  your  daughter  forfeiting  the  usual  amount  of  human 
happiness  m  becoming  my  wifeT' 

It  was  delightful  to  note  the  cool  deliberate  sweetness 
with  which  all  this  was  spoken — slowly,  softly,  and  sprinkled 
with  the  finest  of  Scotch  snuff,  in  frequent  parentheses. 
Travis  was  getting  uneasy.  He  was  not  an  impulsive  man,  but 
he  had  more  ardor,  and  was  more  impatient  than  his  antagonist, 
to  whom  this  difference  gave  a  decided  advantage.  He  an 
iswerod: — 

"  No !  no  !  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  make  my  daugh- 
ter as  happy  as  anybody  else;  and  I  have  urged  upon  her 
these  very  arguments.  1  have  counselled,  entreated,  argued  the 
matter  with  her " 

**  A  moment,  my  dear  Travis,  a  moment.  This  is  going  over 
old  ground.  You  have  told  me  of  these  pleas  and  arguments 
before  Of  course  they  did  not  convince  Bertha  Travis,  and, 
of  course,  also,  they  do  not  satisfy  me.  She  is  a  young  damsel, 
who  has  had  very  much  her  own  way,  and  is  tickled  just  now 
with  certain  girlish  fancies,  which  persuade  her  that  one  Willie 
Sinclair,  major  of  dragoons  in  the  rebel  service,  is  the  only  true 
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God  in  the  t^aren  of  a  young  giri'6  heart.  Now,  a  yoBiigi 
iromiin'ft  fancy,  having  snch  a  tickler,  is  not  prepared  to  listeir 
to  an  old  man's  prosing  philosophies^  meant  top^rsnade  her  into 
quite  another  sort  of  fancy  for  istnother  sort  of  tnan.  No !  no! 
no  argument  of  man,  however  wtse  In  teason  tail  prtffonnd  m 
policy,  could  ever  hold  its  ground,  or  make  any  impreesioD, 
Against  a  youiig  girl^s  fancy.  Her  fenty,  my  dear  good  Travia, 
hecoibes  her  religion.  She  has  no  other  faith  Ibr  the  time  being 
•—not  till  she  gets  a  new  fhn^,  pcitent  enough  to  pudi  the  old 
one  ft'om  its  place." 

"Why,  what  would  you  have  me  to  dot  I  have  tried — 
I  have  told  her " 

"  Sufl^r  me  again,  my  dear  captain.  Suppose  that,  Instead 
of  a  dossen,  you  had  urged  these  arguments  upon  her  a  thousand 
times  t  What  then  t  Do  you  deoehre  yourself  with  &e  notion 
that  a  mere  repetition,  however  frequently  made,  of  an  argu- 
ment, or  a  plea,  whidi  the  ear  of  the  hearer  refosee  to  receive, 
will  avail  you  anything  more  than  a  single  mrgingi  The  meM 
repetition  of  a  plea  or  a  petition,  which  was  held  to  he  distaste- 
ful at  the  first,  only  renders  it  more  and  more  distastefbl  as  yoo 
continue  to  urge  it." 

**  Whiit  would  you  have  me  do  V* 

**Have  you  told  her,  sir — that  this  marriage  is  necessary  to 
your  safety  ?  That,  unless  it  takes  place,  her  faBier  is  in  danger 
of  being  punished  as  a  swindler,  as  a  forget  of  ftilse  accounts, 
as  a  speculator  of  the  public  moneys,  as,  in  short,  a  traitor  to 
the  cause  of  his  majesty,  Greorge  the  Third,  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faiths  &:c.  Have 
you  told  her  this,  Captain  Travis  ?" 

Now  fancy  all  this  matter  delivered  with  the  utmost  deliber- 
ation, quietly,  even  gently,  in  the  softest  tones,  and  without  a 
single  passage  or  word  being  emphasized,  in  obedient  lo  the 
requisition  of  its  own  import  Fancy  all  this,  if  you  would 
conceive  the  cold,  stem,  deliberate,  strategic  nature  of  Richard 
Inglehardt.  No  wonder  that  a  cold  sweat  stood  upon  the  forfs 
head  of  Oaptain  Travis  as  he  listened. 

But  Travis  was  a  man  of  passions.  He  had  a  quidcening 
pulse — was  not  without  pride — was  a  father,  and  a  fbnd  one 
— though,  no  doubt,  a  great  rascal — and  he  irked  greatly  al 
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the  cold  xeoiorfd^ss  tyranny  of  the  man  who  had  him  in  his 
powers-he,  too^  the  son  of  his  overseer ! 

He  started  from  his  seat,  and  strode  across  the  room,  his  lips 
white  with  n^e. 

"  No )  Captain  Inglebardt  I  have  told  her  none  of  t^ese 
things*  Ibf  I  helieve  none  of  them — I  hold  none  of  them  to  be 
true." 

"  Ah !  my  friend,  yon  are  rash  now.  Yon  are  surely  forgetful 
of  all  your  rea^n  and  experience.  J  do  not  wish  to  wound 
your  pnde>  or  rouse  your  passion.  My  appeal  is  to  your  com^ 
mon  pense !" 

"  I> — ^n  common  sense." 

"As you  please — aft«r  you  have  heard.  Now  do  me  the 
kindness  to  examine  these  paperi^.  Y014  need  not  be  a^gry  with 
them,  and  seek  to  destroy  them— or  you  may — it  matters  not. 
They  are  only  copies.  You  will  find  there  some  memoranda 
which  would  be  of  considerable  interest  to  Colonel  Balfour  in 
the  future  ^s^qasion  of  your  aceov^nt^.  Yon  will  see  that  the 
£Ebets  can  all  be  establi^ed  by  good  witnesse^.  I  need  not  tell 
you  that  I  am  in  possession  of  all  the  facta,  and  all  the  clues,  to 
your  triuiaactiona  foj:  government  during  the  last  three  year& 
I  need  not  add  to  a  gentleman  of  such  clear  understanding  as 
yourself,  that  these  proofs,  laid  before  either  of  the  generals  of 
the  crown  would  lead  to  the  confiaoa^ipQ  of  oUier  estates  than 
those  of  old  Sinclair.  I  gave  you  a  proof  of  these  papers  on  a 
previoi^s  ocof^sion,  mj  dear  Tiravis,  Why  will  you  force  m^  • 
idle  reiteratipB.'' 

^1  this  yffLS  articulated  with  admirable  slowness,  softness 
and  subdued  manner,  while  a  most  gentle  smile  lighted  up  the 
amiable  eyea  of  the  speaker,  ^ut  the  speech  did  ^(A  mi|ch 
|]^it]gi^te  the  indiguatioq  of  Tr^vi/^.  Be  snatched  the  proffered 
papers  from  the  hands  of  the  apeal^r,  dashed  them  on  the  flooTt 
and  stamped  them  under  feet,  spying,  as  he  did  so  :— 

*'  Ay,  sir,  but  you  used  nq  such  offensive  language  when  you 
spoke  of  ihia  matter  before.  You  spoke  of  it  only  as  certain 
mistakes  and  n^iscalculations  in  my  accounts,  and  never  dared  to 
apply  such  ^itheta  to  my  name  as  you  have  just  now.  Now, 
Capt^iil  In^glehiirdt,  I  give  you  to  know  that  though  fifty  years 
nf  age — twice  your  age,  sir — I  have  not  lost  the  cap^ity,  or 
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Bmvived  the  spirit,  which  would  resent  or  pnnisfa  tffmce.  To« 
presume,  sir,  on  a  fancied  power,  to  offer  insult.  But,  bewarot 
sir !  Another  repetition  of  this  ofience,  and  the  terms  between 
us  must  be  blood — sir — blood  !— your  blood  or  mine." 

Inglehardt  listened  to  this  outburst  with  amasing  calm.  He 
sniffed  at  the  snuff  while  the  other  was  speaking,  and  'kerchiefed 
his  nose  with  praiseworthy  care  and  deliberation.  When  Trarig 
ceased,  he  answered  in  the  sweetest  temper  :— 

"  My  dear  captain,  you  are  unnecessarily  angry.  I  bad  no 
purpose  to  make  you  so.  As  for  the  issue  which  you  threaten* 
I  have  only  to  pray  that  when  the  storm  comes  I  may  have  * 
dry  roof  over  me.  But  pistols  will  hai'dly  be  taken  in  eTidence 
against  the  truth ;  pistols  will  do  little  to  settle  my  accounts 
with  you,  or  yours  with  the  crown.  You  may  judge  for  your- 
self, by  a  single  moment  of  re^ectioh,  of  what  avail  theywUlbe 
here  between  us,  and  in  the  adjustment  of  our  little  diffierenees. 
Either  what  I  say  is  true,  or  it  is  not.  If  not  true,  you  have 
only  to  defy  the  charge,  and  concede  nothing  that  I  demand  in 
the  belief  that  it  is  true.  If  tioie,  and  the  matter  should  involve  * 
your  safety  in  any  wise,  as  I  most  respectftilly  think  it  does, 
then  you  know  the  terms  upon  which,  alone,  the  evidence  is  to 
be  suppressed.  Suffer  me  to  repeat  them.  You  are  within 
three  weeks  to  possess  me  of  the  hand  of  your  daughter.  I 
care  not  what  arguments  you  use — I  but  suggested  to  yousudi 
as  you  might  use,  and  such  as  would  probably  prove  effectual 
•^and  leave  it  to  you  to  find  better  if  you  can.  Oucie  more— > 
your  daughter's  hand  to  be  mine  in  three  weeks,  sir — three 
week^,  Captain  Travis!  Three  weeks  may  be  held  a  liberal 
term  of  time,  added  to  a  negotiation  which  has  been  in  progreas 
nearly  three  years,  in  all  which  time,  sir,  I  have  been  in  pos- 
session of  many  other  little  proofs  of  errors  in  your  accounts 
which  I  have  forebome  to  include  in  that  catalogue." 

The  whole  manner  of  this  speech  was  crtielly  civil,  moderate 
of  tone — even  gentle— and  so  very  deliberate! 

For  a  moment  Travis  glared  upon  the  speaker  with  eyes  of 

ill-suppressed  hostility.     But  he  tamed  himself  down,  widi  a 

few  hurried  strides  about  the  room,  during  whieh  Inglehardt 

wonderfully  kept  his  composure  and  his  chair.    Suddenly  Ttmvis 

*ood  befSore  him. 
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"  Ton  are  bent  on  driving  me  to  the  wall.  Captain  Inglehardt." 

"Ko,  air — only  in  keeping  yon  from  falling  under  the  wall. 
I  so  admire .  your  fortunes  and  the  prospect  before  you,  that  I 
would  unite  mine  with  yours.  Why  wiU  you  persist  in  seeing 
anything  unfriendly  in  this  V* 

"  Why  press  this  matter  just  now  ?  Why  not  wait  till  the 
war  is  over  ?" 

'« I  do  not  see  why  love  should  wait  on  war-  a  single  moment 
In  the  days  of  chivalry  they  went  hand  in  hand  together. 
Shall  I  eat  no  sweets  to-day,  because  I  may  be  slain  in  battle  to- 
morrow. Nay,  is  not  that  very  danger  good  reason  why  I  should 
enjoy  my  sweets  to-night  ?  Because  nations  fight,  and  I  wear 
hiumess  like  the  rest,  shall  I  forswear  wiving ;  or  shall  the  woman 
I  love  be  tutored  not  to  wed  me^  lest  I  never  come  h(5me  from 
battle,  lu  brief,  Captain  Travis,  I  har^e  resolved,  and  you 
know  to  what  extent.  You  have  my  ultimatum.  Briefly,  will 
you  pledge  me  the  hand  of  Bertha  Travis,  the  marriage  to  take 
effect  three  weeks  from  this  day — not  a  day  later.  Understand 
me,  it  must  be  your  positive  pledge,  now  —  I  shall  not  be  con- 
tent with  any  promise  that  you  will  plead  to  her  i^ain  after  the 
old  fashion.    Will  you  give  me  this  pledge  V* 

The  othor  hurriedly  paced  the  room  in  silenoe.  He  felt  him- 
Bfi\£  in  the  toils ;  but  he  had  a  refuge*  and  his  secret  thought — 
that  of  the  veteran  politician  always — readily  suggested  that  to 
gain  time  was  to  gain  escape.  Three  weeks  embody  a  world 
of  possibilities.  The  domain  of  chance  is  always  a  refuge  to 
one  in  an  emergency.  Besides — he  had  his  own  schemes — 
and  these  were  rapidly  ripening  to  fulfilment.  Three  weeks 
were  all  that  he  desired  for  these.  He  determined,  as  it  were 
desperately ;  and,  turning  to  his  antagonist,  said  :— 

"  Captain  Inglehardt,  you  hold  me  and  my  daughter  to  hard 
conditions.    You  may  be  a  good  man  and  may  prove  a  good 

husband,  but  by you  are  one  of  the  d^-dest  cold-blooded 

tyrants  whom  I  know  !  But  enough  !  I  give  you  my  pledge. 
It  shall  bo  as  you  say.  In  three  weeks !  I  yield,  sir.  You 
hive  taken  an  ungenerous  advantage,  and  I  submit !  But  that 
shall  not  make  me  think  more  favorably  of  your  mind  and  heart 
You  are,  I  repeat,  a  most  cold-blooded  and  deliberate  tyrant, 
nhere  you  have  the  power!" 

14 
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The  otiier  smiled  widi  saUnie  sweetness. 

**  Ton  do  me  wrong,  Travis.  A  lover  Is  justified  in  Iiii  exAe- 
tions  in  due  degree  with  the  extremitj  of  his  passioiL  Come* 
sir !  let  ns  drink  the  wedding-day — this  time,  in  a  more  dassi- 
eal  beverage  than  either  Jamaica  or  Monongahda.  Here,  sir, 
is  a  bottle  of  old  Madeira — not,  perhaps,  so  old  as  that  of  Baroa 
Sinclair's,  bnt  of  more  sterling  body." 

^  Thank  yon,  no !  I  will  not  drink  another  drop  widi  yon  to- 
day !  I  would  I  coold  never  see  yon  again,  Uchard  Inglehardt 
— never!  never!" 

The  other,  this  time,  langhed — and  snch  a  short  choking 
langh,  that  Travis  hastily  bade  hfm  good  day,  and  looking  still 
as  angry  as  ever,  darted  out  of  the  room. 

"  Bemeraber  your  pledge,  Captain  Travis,**  the  other  called 
after  him,  almost  as  deliberately  as  ever — ''Bemember,  sir! 
Remember !" 

And  when  he  had  gone,  die  eyes  of  Inglehardt  darkened  into 
a  scowl — and  he  muttered : — 

"  I  have  him  under  my  heel — haVe  her  nt  my  mercy,  or  w&l 
have  her — and  we  shall  soon  see  who  shall  be  the  scorned  and 
srho  the  scorner  ?  He  can  not  elude  me — can  not  escape — and 
he  knows  it  \  He  will  and  must  use  the  aiguments  I  have  pat 
into  his  mouth,  and  she  most  submit.  Ha  I  ha !  She  dial!  te 
the  altar,  or  he  to  the  halter  !*' 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

MfiETINO  OF  TRAVIS   AND  SINCLAIR. 

*^Sirr«b,  go  up  fttid  wind  toward  Baoltt«y1»  ]odg«: 
m  c$Mi  tbont  IIm  bottom  with  my  hoiind, 
And  I  will  meet  thee  under  Cony-onk." 

Merry  Devil  of  Edmonton, 

You  suppose,  no  dotibt,  that  Traris  disappeared  from  the 
cliamber  of  Inglehardt  in  a  towering  passion — that  he  was 
faii-ly  and  tmcomfortably  cornered — driven  to  the  wall,  as  he 
himself  phrased  it !  Not  a  bit  of  it !  His  most  admirable 
effects  of  passion  were  all  simulated.  He  had  really  gained  a 
point  in  the  game.  His  policy  was  to  hiTl  his  antagonist  into 
the  belief  that  he  was  at  his  mercy— in  order  to  gain  the  very  . 
time  that  was  accorded  him.  His  vexation  and  rage  were 
me^nt  to  show  that  he  Jhtt  himself  foiled,  detected,  exposed,  iri 
danger ;  that  he  had  no  further  chance  of  escape,  or  tneans  of 
evasion ;  and,  therefore,  that  his  surrender,  at  discretion,  was  a 
necessity,  which  h^  honestly  acknowledged  and  submitted  to, 
however  unwillingly.  Of  course,  if  he  were  not  conquered, 
■why  lose  his  tcitiper  ?  If  he  had  any  other  weapons  of  argu- 
ment or  evasion,  why  use  his  tongue — why  hint  at  pistols! 
Briefly,  Travis,  hoi^^ever  apparently  chafed  and  excited  when 
he  left  his  antagonist,  was  really  qitiie  satisfied  with  the  result 
of  the  interview.  It  did  not  appear  that  Inglehardt  had  made 
any  new  discoveries  of  importance,  except  the  single  fact  of  his 
having  visited  old  Sinclair  and  dined  at  his  table;  a  fact  which 
had  its  business  justification — ^WiV  business  too; — and,  in  re- 
spect to  all  this  affair,  Travis  flattered  himself  that  he  had  am- 
ply h^ed  the  inquisitor. 

Three  weeks  were  thus  gained !     Three  weeks,  at  this  par 
ticular  juncture,  and  with  such  plans  as  he  had  in  meditation. 
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ripening  rapidly  for  the  futare,  were  an  eternity !  Tbey  prom- 
ised bim  all  the  time  that  he  desired.  His  daughter  should  nH 
be  sacrificed  to  such  a  cold-blooded  and  paltry  despot !  Travis 
loved  bis  daughter,  we  may  state,  quite  as  fondly  as  it  was  in 
bis  power  to  love  anything.  He  would  have  cheerfully  sacri- 
ficed his  wealth,  well  or  ill  acquired,  to  the  happiness  of  his 
two  children.  LfCt  this  be  taken  in  allowance,  as  a  human 
8et-o£f  to  his  otherwise  slavish  propensity  to  gain.  He  was 
still  capable  of  some  sacrifice  of  self  for  the  happiness  of  an- 
other. 

Travis  had  a  room  at  Jack  Balteoegar's.  When  he  went 
thither,  from  the  chamber  of  Inglehardt,  he  fougd  certain  pei:- 
sous  awaiting  him  on  business ;  for  he  still  acted,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, as  a  sort  of  sub-corn missaiy  of  the  British  army  in 
Carolina.  He  dined  at  Bidtesegar's  and  took  his  way  home- 
ward at  a  moderately  early  hour  in  the  afternoon.  He  had 
ridden  some  two  miles  after  crossing  the  Edisto  bridge,  when 
he  was  startled  by  discovering  a  stranger  suddenly  riding  oat 
of  the  woods  on  his  left,  and  joining  hnh.  At  first,  he  did  not 
recognise  the  new-comer,  till  the  voice  of  Willie  Sinclair  made 
bim  known.  He  rq|oiced  at  the  meeting.  This  interview  was 
a  necessary  part  of  those  maturing  plans>  by  which  Travis  cal- 
culated to  foil  the  cunning  and  the  treachery  of  Bichard  Ingle- 
hardt. It  was  an  honest  welcome,  therefore*  that  he  gave  to 
our  major  of  dragoons  in  the  eager  speech  >— 

''Major  Sinclair,  I  am  truly  glad  to  see  you." 

Travis  really  desired  to  see  his  daughter  the  wife  of  8in- 
clahr.  He  honored  the  young  man -^honored  his  family  pod** 
tion,  and  was  right  well  pleased  that  his  daughter's  affections 
squared  so  happily  with  his  own  projects  and  desflrea.  The 
meeting  seemed  a  pleasant  omen. 

"  I  have  kept  my  word.  Captain  Travis." 

"  And  I  will  keep  mine,  sir,"  answered  the  other  with  earnest 
emphasis. 

"  Let  us  ride  into  the  thicket,  sir,"  said  Sindair,  "  and  confer 
at  once  upon  this  matter." 

**  Why  not  go  home  with  me  1  We  can  talk  th^e  in  perfisct 
safety." 

'*  No,  sir ;  I  must  risk  nothing  just  now !     I  prefer  that  oar 
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eonferenoe  should  take  place  in  this  wood.  It  is  the  safer 
place.*^ 

"Do  not  shrw  yonrself  saspicious,  Major  Sinclair,"  said  the 
other.     "  I  am  dealing  with  you  honorably." 

"So  I  hope,  sir — so,  indeed,  I  believe!  But  caution  does 
not  necessarily  imply  suspicion,  Oaptain  Travis,  and  even  if  it 
did,  in  the  present  instance,  it  by  no  means  regards  you  as  its 
object.  But  I  have  reason  to  think  that  my  steps  are  watched, 
while  at  your  plantation.  I  am  half  inclined  to  think  they  are 
dogged  now.  And  with  such  a  wily  enemy  as  Richard  Ingle- 
hardt  in  the  neighborhood,  as  I  am  told  ho  is,  one  can  not  be 
too  vigilant."  ^ 

"  You  are  right,  {^ir.  He  is  a  wily  rascal !  a  liquid  serpent, 
who  will  glide  into  the  porches  of  your  dwelling,  and  coil  him- 
self in  a  corner,  yet  sound  no  rattle.  I  have  just  parted  with 
linn,  and  we  have  had  a  long,  and,  on  my  side,  an  angry  con- 
ference. But  I  have  thrown  him  o£F  the  scent.  It  wiU  be  pru- 
dent, indeed,  that  you  should  not  appear,  just  now,  at  my  plan- 
tation. It  might  undo  much  that  I  flatter  myself  has  been  well 
done.'* 

And,  thus  speaking,  Travis  followed  Sinclair  deep  into  the 
right-hand  wood.  The  two  forced  their  way  forward  through 
its  thiekest  recesses,  till  they  dreir  rein  within  a  hundred  yards 
of  the  river.  Here  they  dismounted ;  and,  each  holding  his 
bridle  by  the  hand«  they  prepared  to  seat  themselves  upon  a 
fallen  tree.  Travis  had  actually  found  a  spot,  and  had  turned 
his  back,  about  to  sit  upon  the  tree,  when  Sinclair  grasped  his 
wrist  suddenly,  and  drew  him  away. 

"  What's  the  matter  I" 

"  Your  friend  Inglehardt  is  just  behhid  you." 

"Thed— Iheis!" 

He  turned  and  looked  where  Sinclair  pointed,  and  the  crest 
of  a  rattlesnake,  in  his  coil,  was  perceptible,  raised  dltectly  be- 
hind the  log  where  he  was  about  to  seat  himself.  Giving  his 
bridle  into  the  hands  of  Travis,  Sinclair  caught  up  a  broken 
branch  and  brained  the  beast  at  a  blow.  Then  the  tw<y  seated 
themselves. 

"  W^,  Major  Sinclair,"  sai<  Travis,  "  I  trust  you  come  pre 
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pared  to  adJQft  our  busiues^.  Yoq  gpt  mj  last  despaleb  Yofo 
have  communicated  with  General  Marion  on  the  snbject  * 

'*  Yes,  sir :  I  have  omitted  nothing  whieb  ootild  possibly  be 
tliought  necessary  to  be  k^own  and  understood  between  vs,  as 
essential  to  bringing  about  the  desired  consummation  of  our 
mutual  objects.  {  understajod  you  to  say  that  you  are  prepared 
to  ally  your  fortunes  with  those  of  the  country — to  shake  off 
the  coDnoctiou  with  the  British,  and  to  prove  your  good  faith 
by  putting  us  in  possession  of  such  infonnation  as  will  mated- 
ally  help  our  cause  in  future." 

'*  Jdoro  than  this,  Major  Sinclair,  I  am  possessed  of  the  power 
to  ?mrt  as  well  as  help'^to  hurt  as  seriously  as  hdp.  I  am 
possessed  of  proofs  of  a  conipiraGy  in  Charleston  to  surprise  and 
destroy  the  British  garrison,  in  that  place; — proofs  wiiieh  are 
so  conclusive,  that,  if  once  known  to  Balfour  or  Hawdon,  wonU 
bring  sixty-three  of  its  best  citizens  to  the  gallows.  To  saiiaQr 
you,  that  I  do  not  speak  idly,  I  need  but  add  that  I  know  that 
ffou  yimraeifbave  recently  comm»nicaled  with  Afi$e  4ame  cUizfm 
tcithin  the  capital — that  y^u  wer^  there  three  dayh  conoeaied, 
and  in  disguise  ;  and  that  you  brought  aioay  taith  you  a  oomeeri- 
ed  pknn  of  qperoHons  tphdch^  I  su^pose^  you  have  either  defivertd 
to  General  Marion,  or  have  stiU  in  your  posseuiomJ  Naw>  rar, 
you  see  that  I  possess  tl^e  means  of  hurt  waA>  injiiry,  to  as  great 
a  degree,  as  the  means  of  help  and  service  to  your  ea«9e." 

"  I  would  rather.  Captain  Travis,  that  yp^A  had  not.  refenvd 
^  this  power  of  hurt  which  you  possess;— wo^ld  ratker  have 
had  you  maJiLe  a  &eewiM  ofEering  of  patriotism  to<  yonr  ooontrxt 
however  late,  growing  out  of  hpoest  syiDpa0iie«f  and  pvopar 
convictions !" 

The  rebuke  w^  uttered  Tfijbh  cold  graM)^.  Tteavie  Wt  it, 
though  he  was  not  the  man  to  forego  the  assertion  of  all  bis  ar- 
guments and  resources  when  a  bargain  wae  to  be  driven.  He 
replied — hastily : — 

"  Po  not  mistake  me^  Major  Sinclair*  V^  puipose  was  not 
to  threaten  or  annoy,  but  simply  to  assure  you  that  I  do  not 
make  a  vain  boast,  when  I  tell  you  of  the  large  value  of  my  in- 
formation, and  of  the  importance  of  those  services  whidi  I  ean 
render  to  your  cause,  in  return  for  the  secnritifMi  whieh  I  de- 
mand for  the  future.     I  would  have  you  also,  individnaBy, 
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Major  SindaiTi  be  assnred  of  my  good  faith  ;  a  guaranty 
for  which  may  be  perceived  m  the  countenance  which  I  have 
given  you,  tacitly,  in  your  attentions  to  my  daughter." 

"  Let  me  entreat  you,  Captain  Travis,  to  make  no  reference 
to  your  daughter,  or  to  my  affections  in  this  business.  These 
are  things  apart,  sacred,  to  themselves — not  to  be  sullied  by 
calculations  of  selfishness  of  any  kind — not  to  be  mixed  up 
with  the  interests  of  war;  still  less  to  enter  into  any  of  the 
conditions  of  this  present  negotiation." 

'*  Well,  sir,  as  you  please,"  answered  the  other,  a  little  dis- 
quieted at  this  second  rebuke,  and  feeling  irked  somewhat  by 
the  proud  and  haughty  mode  in  which  Sinclair  treated  every 
approach  to  subjects  not  actually  necessary  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  one  topic  under  view, 

"You  are  somewhat  scrupulous  and  nice  in  these  matters, 
major,  but  I  don't  know  but  you  are  right  You  wUl  forgive, 
to  a  father's  anxieties  for  his  daughter's  happiness,  the  alluBion 
which  you  regard  as  irrelevant.  To  our  simple  business  then. 
What  does  General  Marion  say  to  my  propositions  V* 

"  General  Marion,  you  are  aware,  possesses  none  but  mili- 
tary powers.  He  approves  of  all  the  propositions  you  make,  so 
far  as  they  fall  within  his  province.  But  tlie  general  scope  of 
your  desire  renders  necessary  the  consideration  of  another  dis- 
tinguished person-^ and  there  is  but  one  person  only  who  can 
decide  upon  it." 

"  I  am  fully  aware  of  that !  Well,  sir,  will  he  see  me  }  can 
I  have  a  meeting  with  him  in  person,  sirt — for  it  will  be  to 
bim  only,  in  person,  that  I  will  confide  my  papers — my  facta 
— proofe — " 

"  Read  that  billet^  Captain  Travis,"  said  the  migor,  handing 
bim  a  scrap  of  paper — '*you  are  acquainted  with  the  band- 
writing,  and  will  recognisB  the  signature.  You  will  see  that  I 
have  forborne  nothing  toward  bringing  about  the  result  which 
I  desire  equally  with  yourself — and  that  the  interview  will  be 
accorded  you.  Everything,  after  that,  will  depend  upon  the 
^alue  of  the  evidence  you  offer — that  evidence  being  necessary 
to  inspire  the  proper  degree  of  faith  in  your  pledges  for  tha 
future." 

The  billet,  which  Travis  received  and  read,  ran  as  follows  :-* 
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"  If  lie  of  H D [Holly-Dale]  U  lionest,  and  wfll 

s^eak  th(^  trntli,  giving  proof  as  he  promises,  he  shall  have  the 
guaranty  which  he  seeks.  I  will  give  him  the  meeting.  See 
to  the  arrangemetits  fbr  it  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  readi- 
ed that  stage  of  the  game,  when  the  loss  of  a  pawn  tfiay  be 
that  of  a  castle ;  when  the  gahi,  even  of  a  pawn,  may  enable  n« 
*:o  give  dieck-mate  to  a  king ! 

"J.  R.** 

"  It  is  kts  signature  !*'  said  the  other  mnsmgly.  "  He  will 
meet  me  at  Holly-Dale — but  when  f* 

This  was  spoken  eagerly,  but  with  an  air  of  considerable  sa*- 
Ssfection — not  to  say  exultation.  The  secret  feeling  of  Travis 
^0iras,  indeed,  one  of  trimnph  — but  it  wvb  becanse  of  th6  convic- 
tion that  he  was  now  in  a  fair  way  to  shake  himself  free  of 
Inglehardt,  and  to  achieve  the  full  security  of  hid  possessions 
ftom  the  gi-owing  power  which  he  began  to  fear  beyond  afl 
other — that  of  the  Revolutionists.  But  Sinclair  regarded  the 
expression  of  his  satisfaction  with  suspicion.  He  knew  not  the 
fnll  extent  of  Travis's  recent  fears. 

** Captain  Travis,"  said  the  major  of  dragoons  —  "in  making 
the  arrangements  for  this  interview,  I  have  n6t  at  any  moment 
f6rgotten  that  I  may  be  plating  in  the  hinds  of  an  eneriiy,  one 
of  the  greatest  persons  in  this  commonwealth  —  one  who  has 
be^n  the  leading  spirit  of  oxtt  ^use  in  Oarolina,  for  five  years ; 
—  one  whose  loss  to  us  would  seriously  endanger  our  cause,  at 
ihis  moment.  I  have  done  what  most  persons  would  thihk  a 
Very  rash  thing,  knowing  what  your  course  hitherto  has 
been,  I  have  pledged  my  honor  for  your  fidelity !  N(*w,  roarft 
me,  sir;  should  you  betray  my  pledges — should  you  abuse  the 
trust  reposed  in  you — should  anything  happen  to  this  distin- 
guished person,  of  6vil,  bonds,  or  blows,  when  he  comes  to  this 
meeting — then,  sir,  whatever  my  sympathies  for  you — how- 
ever necessarily  and  earnestly  anxious  for  your  safety  and  hap- 
piness, and  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  your  family — how 
dear  to  me,  I  will  not  say ! — yet  will  I  put  you  to  death,  sir, 
as  unscrupulously  as  I  have  brained  that  venomoua  serpent 
tying  behind  us  now !  My  eye  shall  be  upon  you,  my  hand 
upon  your  throat,  my  weapon  at  your  head,  and  as  there  is  a 
God  in  heaven,  let  roe  but  see  the  firM  sign  of  treachery 
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towartl  tbiit  grei^  loan,  and  you  die  like  a  dog  iii  your  tracks, 
eyen  tbongti  I  have  to  smite  you  dowu  at  the  feet  of  BertUf 
Travis  herself." 

A  warm  flush  piviaed  over  the  whole  face  of  Travis;  biit  he 
replied  frankly :  — 

"  And  y  lu  would  be  i%ht,  sir !  As  there  is  a  God  in  heaven, 
my  purpose  is  honest.  J  deal  in  good  faith  with  you.  He 
fhall  come  to  no  harm.  No !  Higor  Sinclair,  if  on  ^our  account 
only— he  shall  be  safe  at  my  hands.  Ah  !  sir  —  if  you  would 
only  suffei'  me  to  say  that,  regarding  you  as  one  who  is  se  pre 
cious  to  my  child,  your  honor  is  as  dear  to  me  as  hecs  l'^ 

*'  Enough,  sir !  Z  am  willing  to  believe  you.  I  have  shown 
this  in  the  pledges  I  have  made  for  you.  But  webftveso  much 
at  stake  ^^  so  much  depends  upon  the  safety  of  that  oue  man's 
life,  ii^  tbe  present  crisis  of  our  fortunes — that  the  most  coh* 
tiding  nature  will  feel  misgivings.  Forgive  me  that  I  have  felt 
it  due  to  myself  to  utter  threats  and  warnings  whicli  must  be 
offensive.    I  will  utter  no  more.     We  understand  each  other." 

Travis  grasped  his  hand.  They  sat  for  some  minutes  both 
in  profound  silence.*   At  length— 

**  When  shall  we  have  this  meeting  f '  inquired  Travis.  "  The 
sooner  the  better.  Inglehardt  has  puslied  me  to  a  certain  e^ 
tremity.  If  not  relieved  within  three  weeks»  Bertha  ^nnst  be- 
come his  wife.*' 

''Hal  Bertha  his  wife  1    Never!  never  P' 

"  Amen  f-^Ood  knows  J  would  sooner  make  any  saorifioe  to 
prevent  such  a  marriiige.  But  it  is  to  this  meetii^  that  I  ipust 
look  for  safety." 

"  Within  three  day$  y(m  shall  have  it^ — here,  at  HoUy-Dale 
and  Heaven  speed  it  to  fortunate  issues  I  You  must  confide, 
Mr.  Travis,  in  the  simple  words  of  the  person  you  will  meet ! 
Do  not  you  be  too  suspicious,  too  exacting !  He  is  not  the  man 
with  whom  to  drive  a  bargain.  Unfold  yoursejf —  deliver  your- 
self frankly,  i^id  leave  it  to  his  magnanimity  to  afford  you  even 
more  than  you  desire  in  return.  Theae  papers  I  <— yon  hare 
them  Ba£e  against  possibility  of  loss." 

"  Safo  ^B  the  grave  !  They  shall  be  forthcoming — «U  I 
Put  \^orv  diall  we  ooinmunicate  V* 

**Loave  that  to  mo  !     I  shall  contrive  it.    I  may  send  you  h. 
14» 
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messenger.  He  shall  utter  but  a  single  word  to  you,  wLich 
Bball  prove  liis  authority  to  communicate.    That  word  is ** 

The  sentence  was  finished  in  a  whisper. 

"Very  good,"  said  the  other — "and  now,  Major  Sinclair, 
will  you  give  us  any  time  at  Holly-Dale  ?" 

«  Perhaps !"  with  a  slight  smile,  "  But  it  will  be  weH  that 
f/au  should  know  nothmg  of  my  visits.  It  will  make  it  easier 
for  you  to  deny  that  I  have  been  at  your  plantation.  You  will 
need  to  keep  up  appearanced  with  Inglehardt.  See  him  every 
day,  if  possible.  Play  your  game  out  with  him  fearlessly  He 
is  one  of  those  subtle  scoundrels,  full  of  trick  and  mannuvre, 
whom  nothing  can  baffle  but  an  open  game.  How  many  men 
has  he  at  the  villager 

**  Less  than  twenty,  I  think,  and  all  raw  recimits.  Tou  might 
crack  all  their  crowns,  and  capture  him  at  a  dash,  with  a  small 
company." 

"  Ay,  I  might !  But  the  attempt  might  peril  our  present  ob- 
ject— occasion  alarm — and  bring  down  the  British  upon  us. 
They  are  rapidly  moving  down  from  Ninety-Six.  We  must 
risk  nothing  now  unnecessarily.  It  may  bd  well,  too,  were  you 
to  prepare  your  fiimily  for  todden  flight  across  the  Santee.  H 
Inglehardt  becomes  troublesome,  the  region  will  be  safe  fbr 
neither  you  nor  them  as  soon  as  the  British  army  mov-es  into 
the  precinct.  They  will  probably  take  post  at  the  village,  and 
Greene  will  push  them  if  he  can.  Judge  fbr  yourself  what  your 
danger  will  be,  if  Inglehardt  gets  any  inkling  of  your  present 
course.  He  is  pressing  you,  you  say.  That  proves  him  sus- 
picious already.  Take  warning,  and  be  prepared,  as  soon  as 
you  are  threatened,  to  send  your  fkmily  off,  and  bury  your 
negroes  in  the  swamp.  Are  yon  doubtftd  of  any  <rf  them? 
Inglehardt  is  the  very  man  to  employ  your  domestics  as  spies 
upon  you." 

The  other  answered  gravely — 

« I  have  sometimes  thought  of  that,  and  fteared  it ;  for  it  is 
difficult,  otherwise,  to  account  for  the  information  that  he  some- 
times obtains.  I  visited  your  fkther  sometime  ago,  and  took 
fev«ry  precaution,  and  a  circuitous  route,  in  seeking  the  Barony; 
yet,  though  laid  up  with  his  wound  at  the  time,  Ingl^itrdt 
.knew  it  all." 
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**  Be  heedM  of  tbif  danger.  Yonr  domestiesinast  be  watched 
uarrowlj.  It  is  became  I  doubt  tkemt  that  I  woold  not  wil- 
lingly be  seen  at  Holly-Dale.  Besides,  I  believe  myvelf  to  be 
tracked  by  an  enemy's  scout" 

«  Who  ?" 

**  Hell^fire  Dick,  and  perhaps  others  of  his  gang." 

**  Why,  Diek  is,  or  was,  one  of  Inglehardt's  own  troop  ;  but 
lie  deserted  and  went  over  to  (General  Marion." 

**  From  whom  he  has  also  deserted — by  whom  he  is  oot> 
lawed." 

"  And  yon  think  him  on  y/mr  tr««k?" 

"  It  is  probable !  I  have  thrown  him  ont,  I  believe ;  but,  of 
these  things,  one  can  not  be  certain.  At  all  events,  I  change 
my  quarter  nightly,  and  always  keep  ahead,  using  the  running 
water,  as  frequently  as  I  can,  for  washing  my  horse's  hoofs.  I 
shall  cross  the  river  to  night." 

"  Have  you  any  support  at  hand  1" 

"  I  think  80.     To-night  will  determine." 

Much  more  was  said  between  the  parties,  dealing  with  the 
details  of  their  respective  progresses ;  but  these  need  not  delay 
us  in  ours.  The  two  separated  toward  dusk,  having  adjusted 
their  more  important  objects,  but  engaged  to  meet,  at  about  the 
same  time  next  day,  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

When  fairly  dark,  Sinclair  ventured  upon  a  doubtful  ford 
across  the  river,  which,  as  the  water  was  low,  enabled  him  to 
pass  without  difficulty.  On  the  other  side,  knowing  his  route 
thoroughly,  he  made  his  way  upward,  some  two  miles,  and, 
having  reached  a  certain  designated  spot,  he  wound  his  bugle, 
and  was  delighted  to  hear  an  Answering  blast,  only  a  few  mo* 
ments  after.  Is  was  not  long  before  he  was  joined  by  'Bram, 
his  faithful  negro. 

'Bram  had  a  long  story  to  tell  of  his  own  progress,  and  that 
of  Jim  Ballon,  portions  of  which  we  are  already  in  possession 
of.  For  the  rest,  we  may  briefly  state  that  "  Hell-fire  Dick" 
had  kept  the  track  of  Sinclair  unerringly,  until  Turkey  Hill 
was  reached ;  when,  somehow,  the  hounds  were  at  fault,  thrown 
ont  by  a  nice  little  bit  of  practice  which  the  partisan  had  in- 
dulged in.  Whether  the  scouts  had  recovered  the  trail,  the 
negro  could  not  say,  no^  could  he  report  where  they  were 
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Jim  Bailor  kad  kefit  lum  at  wa(tch  upon  HolfyJ)dks»  to  wkidi 
he  croised  in  tke  nKKmin^  reoroasing  afaift  at  night.  Ballon 
himself  was  still  off  scouting  somewhere. 

After  a  long  and  satisfactorj  confisFence  with  the  negto,  Sia- 
clair  folloWea  him  down  to  the  river,  where  he  found  a  oanoe 
which  'Bram  had  appropriated  from  a  neif^horing  fjantatioo. 
Leaving  the  latter  to  stahle  his  horse  in  the  swamp  thickets  for 
the  present,  our  major  of  dragooas  paddled  himself  across  ilie 
river,  to  the  "^  Hollj-Dale'*  tvaet  whieh  lay  directl j  opposite. 

He  had  heen  expected.  Bertha  Travis  and  her  broihsc» 
Henrj,  welcomed  him  at  'Jk^  lauiiikg. 
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CHAPTER   XXVIII. 

SCENES   AT   HOLLY-DALE. 

^^wat'  my  d«sird  to  pr«po»«  you  for 
The  enlertMDBeiit    B«  b«it  pleased  to  obiMWA 
ToarMlf  behind  theae  htngingB  a  few  minntea.'* 

Chapman  and  Sbielkt. 

OtiR  IhtJe  group  of  tbree  seated  theinselvefi  on  ^be  river  bloff; 
Henrj  Travis  sitting  at  the  feet  of  the  lovers,  and  Bertba^d 
band  grasped  by  that  of  Sinclair.  Yerj  sweet  was  the  situation 
to  all  the  parties.  The  night  air  was  soft  and  pleasantly  cool, 
coining  up  from  the  river.  The  streain  swept  by,  darkly  brigbti 
with  a  gentle  mtmnur  as  it  went,  chafing  against  roots  of 
cjpresff,  and  bencKng  branches  of  oak  and  w^low,  that  trailed 
down  into  the  water.  There  was  no  moon  yet,  but  the  etart 
were  shining  gayly  and  numerously  down,  their  pale  gleams 
dropping  about  the  group  through  the  great  roof  of  trees  under 
which  they  sat,  and  which  crowned  tlie  little  promonlory,  ereti 
it-bere  ft  overhung  the  river. 

That  silly  sweet  prattle  of  lovers!  How  idle  to  shrewisk 
ears !  That  enmneratton  of  Kttle  ridiculous  dreams  aaid  hopes, 
so  childishly  litde,  when  heard  by  third  persons^  which  amply 
satisfy  ^e  minds  of  the  interested  parties*  no  matfer  how 
wise.  For  love  is  verily  a  little  chUd-**80  Mi  of  flnith,  so 
full  of  wisdom  it  its  simplicity,  fmding  so  much  of  oompen- 
sation  in  its  lifd  of  trifles ;  finding  life  itself  so  busy  and  fuh 
of  work,  even  when  given  up  to  the  most  unperformlng  revery. 
We  will  not  seek  to  repeat  the  little  nothings  of  whioh  its 
^eech  is  so  fdll,  assured  that  the  situation  is  suffieiently  satis- 
factory, though  the  speech  be  silly. 

Willie  Sinclah*.  strong  man  as  he  Is;  man  of  thought  ana 
action,  purpose  aid  performance;  honest  patHot  «nd  bravn 
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partisan ;  he,  too,  like  the  lovely  creature  with  whose  fingers  hif 
own  paddled,  could  have  dreamed  away  the  livelong  night  in  the 
pleasant  commerce,  but  that  there  was  that  stem  monitor  called 
duty  at  his  elbow,  which  kept  up  a  continual  undersong  of  ex* 
hortation,  muttering  in  his  ears  at  every  period — 

"This  is  no  time 
To  plaj'  xritb  ot'^nuieta  aod  to  tilt  with  lips." 

He  started  up,  at  length,  impetuously,  and  with  the  air  of 
one  desperately  shaking  himself  free  from  a  pleasant  thraldom. 

"  Bertha,  I  must  away.  I  have  work  before  me  of  a  pressing 
sort.  I  must  get  writing  materials.  I  have  to  de^atch  'Bram 
on  a  mission  within  an  hour.  Can  I  get  to  the  h6use  unseen, 
where  I  may  write  a  letter  ?" 

"  Why  must  you  hurry,  Willie  ?  I  thought  you  bad  a  Ihtle 
respite  now." 

This  was  said  reproachfully. 

"  Faith,  so  I  said^^and  truly,  a  veiy  little  recite.  Bat  a 
tangle  hour  with  you»  Bertha»  is  a  very  precious  blessing  in  a 
jewel's  compass.  I  must  be  content  with  just  so  little,  now,  in 
order  that  we  may  secure  a  longer  time  hereafter.  But  the 
business  now  is  pressing." 

**  You  are  always  so  eager  to  begone,  Willie." 

"  Ah  I  you  are  so  jealous,  Bertha.  But  it  does  not  vex  me 
that  you  are  so." 

And  he  laughed  and  caught  her  in  his  arms,  and  kiased  her, 
and  she  pouted  prettily. 

*'  Kiss  her  again,  migor,"  said  Henry, — <'  I'm  sure  Ae  rather 
likes  it,  though  she  doe»  push  you  off  and  grumble." 

And  the  boy  clapped  his  hands  at  the  result  of  his  suggestion, 
Sinclair  dutiMly  doing  as  he  was  bidden,  and  ^tting  soundly 
slapped  for  his  ofience.  Bertha  Travis  was,  you  see,  something 
of  a  rustic,  and  knew  not  exactly  how  to  resist  an  impertinence, 
which  came  in  disguise' of  a  tribute. 

**  You  see  what  I've  got  for  listening  to  you." 

**  I  r^ekon,  major,  you'd  risk  the  slap  over  and  over  again  for 
the  kiss.    But  I  wouldn't" 

"  Hash,  yeu !"  said  the  sister ;  '*  your  impudence  grows  tui 
V[  than  your  shoulders.    But,  Willie,  must  yon  be  going  f 
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"  I  must :  btit  I  need  first  the  materials  for  writing  a  letter. 
It  is  your  father's  business,  Bertha,  rather  than  mine.  Now, 
dearest,  if  I  could  make  my  way  to  the  house,  unseen  by  the 
servants,  slip  into  your  ^^et *8  offlee,  and  write  a  letter — " 

"  It  can  be  done.  Henry  can  go  before  and  whistle  to  you 
if  all's  dear.  We  can  steal  round  the  kitchen,  under  cover  of 
the  garden" wall,  which  is  shady  with  evergreens,  and  the  office 
is  in  the  basement.  And  mother  wants  to  see  yon,  Willie.  She 
can  come  down  to  you  in  the  office."  * 

"  Yes — to  be  sure :  but  do  not  let  your  father  know  that  I 
mm  tkere.  Not  that  he  will  not  know — at  least  suspect-^ and 
approve;  but  that  he  must  not  be  burdened  with  an  unneces- 
sary fact,  about  which  he  may  hereafter  be  questioned  by  that 
arch  rascal  Inglefaardt." 

It' was  arranged  that  Henry  Travis  should  go  ahead,  and  see 
that  the  land  was  clear,  while  the  two  followed  slowly  aftei 
His  whktle  was  the  signal  to  time  their  paces  and  regulate 
their  course.  The  boy  was  idready  something  of  a  woodsman 
and  scout,  and  delighted  at  every  sort  of  employment  which 
exercised  his  faculty.  He  stretched  away  as  soon  as  apprized 
of  what  he  was  to  do.  How  the  lovers  loitered  on,  hand  in 
band,  whispering  what  grateful  nonsense,  we  may  conjecture. 
Enough  to  report  their  arrival  beneath  the  shadow  of  the  dwel- 
ling, in  the  right  basement  of  which  Travis  kept  his  office.  A 
door  opened  upon  the  yard  in  the  rear  of  the  office,  and  here 
Henry  stood  and  gave  tliem  admission,  closing  the  entrance  after 
them.  A  tallow  {dipped)  candle  burned  upon  the  table,  which 
vas  covered  with  books  and  papers.  Travis  was  a  reader  of 
books,  of  which  he  had  a  tolerable.  English  collection  of  that 
day,  some  of  them  standards  even  to  ours.  He  was  a  bnsy 
man,  too,  as  a  British  commissariat,  and  hence  a  multitude  of 
papers,  caleulations,  memoranda,  reports,  &c.  He  was  up  stairs, 
companioning  his  wife.  When.  Henry  came  to  his  fkther  for 
the  key  of  his  office,  the  latter  was  about  to  ask  him  for  what 
he  wished  it^-^as  the  application  was  somewhat  unusual — 
but  with  the  promptness  of  an  older  wit,  the  boy  anticipated 
him  r— * 

**  Don't  aA  me  any  questions,  papa.  You  know  I  shall  not 
do  any  mischief." 
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The  father  in  a  momeBt  snapected  tbe  iiatiue  of  ^m  eaerel 
The  mother  asked : — 

"  Where's  jour  sister,  Heniy  V 

He  looked  at  her  signifieaaUj,  9ai  said  :«-«- 

*'  She's  at  the  ofHce  door  outside,  waiting  for  me  io  opener  her.** 

The  father  instantly  handed  the  kej  to  the  boy,  iHio,  snateh- 
ing  up  the  only  cwodle  burning  in  the  faaU,  hurried  down  to  let 
in  the  turo  lovers,  leaving  his  excellent  parents  ia  die  dailc. 

"  The  thoughtless  scamp !"  said  the  &tber. 

The  mother  said : — 

''  Hever  mind  the  light.  We  can  talk  as  wdl  in  the-daik  as 
with  tlie  candle.  '  Have  you  any  idea  what  he's  after,  TvaTiat^ 

"Yes!" 

•*  Ah  ! — are  all  things  going  right,  my  kuaband  I" 

*'  I  hope  so.  They  promise  well !  Tkey  are  in  a  iaar  timin 
for  it." 

"  Heaven  speed  it — and  send  ns  out  of  this  painful  bondage. 
I  trust  we  shall  never  again  be  oursed  with  the  sight  of  Bickinnd 
Inglehardt." 

"  That  we  can  hardly  hope  for,  my  dear — eartainly,  veamt 
endui-e  it  a  little  while  longer ;  but  I  hope  not  too  long.  We  akaU 
probably  see  him  again,  and  we  must  keep  op  appearaBces, 
Luey,  until  we  are  able  to  bid  him  defiance." 

"  You  are  of  course  aware  that  Sinclair  is  in  the  uei^borhood— 
has  been  on  the  plantation  }" 

<'  Yes ;  but  the  less  I  know  of  this  the  better.  I  suspect  that 
he  is  below  at  this  veiy  moment,  but  I  would  not  willingly  be  ae- 
Rured  of  it.  You  may  ascertain  if  yon  will,  but  tell  me  nothing 
of  it    I  suppose  that  Bertlia  will  let  you  know  auon«" 

At  that  moment  the  gill's  steps  were  heard  coming  through 
the  passage-way,  a  flight  of  stairs  leading  np  irwn  the  baaement 
thro4,igh  the  centre  of  the  building.  She  found  her  way  to  kar 
mother  in  the  dark,  and  whispered  in  her  eiurs^  Then  fke 
r^bted  a  caaadle. 

*'  Bertha/'  said  the  father—'*  have  the  windowt  of  tke  offioe 
been  securely  shut  in  for  the  night  1" 

The  precaution  had  been  taken  by  Sinclair,  to  have  this  dene 
before  he  entered.  Meanwhile,  Um*  Tmvis  xo/m,  md  wkhhe? 
daught<ir  went  to  the  pantry. 
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^  VU  Tvnftaire  anything,  BeiAa,  yon  never  Aovglift  of  giving 
kim  anj  topper." 

"*  Indeed,  motber,  I  did  not" 

"  As  if  love  WM  sufieieat  Mpport  for  a  mt^  of  dragootis.  I 
think  it  jnst  as  likely  as  not,  die  poor  fellow  hasnt  had  a  month- 
fill  for  twenty-lmr  honn." 

Bettba  w«fl  ftiM  of  regrela  and  self-reproaclieB. 

**  Never  mind,  yen  shall  afmend  ytrar  Aralt.  Oidt  out  the  ham ; 
there's  some  johnny-cake  put  up ;  and  the  fish  Henry  caught 
Uhiay  are  iiried  and  in  Che  safe,  dtep  out  and  hring  them  in. 
Y«ar  fblhev  tan  go  off  to  l>ed>  and  we'll  htifig  the  major  in  here. 
He  can  take  his  supper  in  the  pantry.  Have  everything  ready, 
while  I  step  down  and  have  a  talk  with  him.  You've  had  him 
to  yottrMif  kwg  enotigfi.'* 

M McnwMie,  enr  major  of  dtagoons,  had  written  out  his  4e 
i^pftteheis,  whatever  they  were.  He  hfki  just  finished,  asid  sealed 
iktem,  when  Mrs.  Travis  joined  him  in  the  office.  When  she 
«ap(»filared^  and  pMoMmeed  his  iiame>  he  started  up,  and,  wtth  as 
iMtwal  a  grate  and  ease,  as  if  he  had  dene  the  thing  repeatedly 
l»afofe,  he  threw  hie  arms  «bout  the  mat»H>n^6  neck,  and  Inflicted 
a  smart  kiss  upon  her  lips. 

"  Bless  me.  Major  Sinclair,"  said  the  lady,  recoverhig  from 
Mto  salute — ^**ltlHi  well  Bertha  does  not  see  you— she  might 
take  it  amiss.'*  i 

"  But  Bertha  does  see  yon,  you  wicked  couple,''  cried  the 
|fM>  «irit9eg  her  appearance  at  ^e  same  moment;  ^you  erred, 
mother,  in  leavii^g  iMie  so  Htt^  to  do  upstairs." 

»•  Wfelf,  Majct,  einee  w6  are  so  ck>bely  watched,  jtm  will  see 
that  you  time  your  kisses  more  seasonably,  and  when  there 
shall  be  to  jealous  eyes  upon  ns.^ 

•*Ah!  my  dear  Mrs.  IVavis-^  mother  that  Is  to  he— we 
ivrt^t  appre^hend  from  Bertha^s  jealousy  were  she  to  he  utterly 
alhared  ont." 

••  Wlrtt !  Jim  donH  mean  to  say  that  you  are  in  the  habit  of 
kiselng  my  daughter — Bertha  I'* 

"Fie!  WiHiel  You  know  Aat  snch  a  *lng  happens  very 
rarely." 

•   «AiiiK9(Hr^^d]«igoetvs,'*«iM  Ihe  itMxtt  shrewdly,  ''is  ce]^ 
tainly  the  last  persi  u  in  the  world  to  indulge  In  9BtA  a*  pm^ 
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tice,  except  as  mere  matter  of  dntj;  But  now  that  we  bave  aO 
had  our  kisses,  I  propose,  Major  Sinclair,  that  yon  step  np  It 
the  pantry,  and  take  a  little  cold  supper.  I  £uiey  that  you  get 
as  little  good  food  now-a-days  as  kisses.  Bertha  has  got  to- 
gether everything  ia  the  house  that  is  eatable." 

"  Ah  !  she  is  thoughtful  of  me.     I  confess  to  aa  appetite." 

**  Oh !"  said  the  girl  with  a  blush—*'  it  is  mother  who  has 
been  eon»d^ate.  I  confess  I  neyer  once  thought  of  your  mere 
mortal  a^etites." 

'*  While  feeding  on  my  heart  you  never  felt  fbr  my  hunger.'* 

'*  What  a  superb  Spanish  sort  of  speech.  ButciMuo  up.  and  eat." 

"  Where's  Mr.  Travis  r 

•*  He  will  not  be  in  the  way." 

"  The  appeal  is  irresistible.  I  confess  that  I  am  one  of  that 
rlass  q£  lovers,  who  never  lose  appetite.  A  sigh  never  reUMvea 
my  hunger.  The  recollection  of  my  lady's  eyes  rarely  moves 
me  to  an  iudi£Ferenoe  for  food ; — even  a  kiss^  deosr  Bertha,  never 
lessens  my  taste  for  ham  and  eggs,  chickens  and  salad.  I  will 
look  into  your  pantry  with  a  will.  But  I  have  little  time  fat 
pleasures  of  this  sort,  and  I  mtuBt  swallow  as  fierody  asan  Ediafee 
raftsman.    I  must  be  across  the  river  again  in  an  hoar." 

"  So  soon,  Willie  1" 

''Yes;  my  business  will  admit  of  no  delay.  I  mnat  seni 
'Bram  on  a  journey  to-night.     Where's  Henry  V 

The  boy  answered  from  the  outside  of  the  door. 

"  Bun  down,  Henry,  to  the  landii^  and  wind  this  bu|^ 
three  short  mots,  and  then  come  back.  Tlus  will  bring  'Bram 
down  to  the  river,  where  he  will  wait  me.  And  now  ftr  the 
cold  meats." 

The  boy  sped  on  his  errand,  and  the  rest  of  the  party  ad- 
journed up-stairs  to  the  pantry,  where  Bertha  bad  spread  out 
everything  with  the  natural  nicety  witb  which  a  damsel  doee 
everything  for  her  lover.  Thei*e  was  the  ham,  not  over-deeply 
cut  into,  there  the  dish  of  perch,  cold  but  very  appetisiB^»^»ere 
were  some  fragments  of  chicken ;  a  plate  of  com  ^^oAmijHsake  ; 
a  tray  of  piddes,  cucumbers  and  melons;-^ and  a  decanter  of 
old  Jamaica. 

"  If  you  woul4  wait  a.  whiles  Wjjor,  till  we  conli^fit  yon  a 
*^wlof  oojBEse— " 
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''Not  far  the  world*  my  dear  Mrs.  Travis— all  ibis  suffices, 
amply — meets  all  my  desires — and  I  frankly  confess  to  yon 
that  my  hanger  was  beginning  to  rage.  It  is  not  often  that  I 
see  so  good  a  table,  and  recently,  I  have  eaten  little — nothing 
half  so  good  since  I  have  been  on  the  Edisto.  A  m€u:k  at  Kit 
Bowe's  did  but  whet  and  stimulate  the  appetite  which  has  had 
no  supply  since." 

Willie  Sinclair  had  no  afFectations.  His  was  one  of  those 
hearty,  whole-souled  spontaneous  natures,  which  frankly  deliver 
their  t;me  characteristics — having  no  strategic  tendencies  in 
raorak— few  or  no  reserves  in  respect  to  their  own  moods-— 
simply  because  there  is  no  secret  consciousness  perpetually 
prompting  concealment.  He  slashed  away  at  the  ham,  tore  the 
ehiekeu  asunder,  swallowed  pickle  after  pickle,  as  men  of  san- 
guine temperament  are  apt  to  do,  and  washed  down  his  edibles 
with  a  copious  draught  of  Jamaica,  and  this  wiUiout  mincing 
the  matt^,  without  any  •delicate  hesitation,  and  scrupulous 
nicety  because  of  the  presence  of  his  mistress.  And,  we  do  not 
semple  to  say  further — we  have  no  desire  for  any  peevish  sup- 
pression of  the  truth,  in  deference  to  canting  delicacy*^ and 
therefore  state  frankly  that  Bertha  Travis  herself  was  persuaded 
to  take  the  wing  of  a  chicken  between  die  fingers  of  one 
hand  and  a  fragment  of  jo}inny-cake  in  the  other,  and,  for  a 
part  of  the  time,  at  least,  to  keep  her  lover  company  in  his 
pleasant  performances.  And  we  give  it  as  our  sober  opinion, 
that  love-^ happy  love  we  mean — always  begets  an  appetite 
-^i,  e.,  among  all  sensible  and  Christian  people ! 

Suddenly,  even  while  Sinclair  ate  and  prattled  with  the 
ladies,  the  sound  of  horses'  feet  was  heard  in  the  court  below ; 
and  Heary  IVavis  dashed  into  the  apartment  crying  :-^ 

^  To  cover,  Major  Willie,  there  are  troopers  without,  all  in 
armor." 

'<  I  have  not  finished  1"  quoth  Sinclair,  coolly  snatching  up 
the  ham-bone  and  the  botde  of  Jamaica,  and,  chewing  as  he 
went,  he  followed  Bertha  down  stairs  into  the  office,  while  Henry 
Travis  proceeded  to  open  for  the  strangers  whose  raps  were 
now  audible  at  the  entrance. 

And  whi9  ware  those  unei^pected  visiters  but  Bicfaard  Ingle- 
har4t  iu)d  a  portion  of  bis  crew  1 
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thki  stibtle  6ng;ineer,  Who  had  not  for  some  time  seM  Miktrees 
Befrtha  Ttk^n,  iiad  saddetily  bethought  him  th^tt  he  tuiglit 
Wisely  put  himself  in  the  way  of  Fortune,  having  put  sneli  A 
spoke  Into  her  whe^  during  his  late  negotiations  With  Captain 
Travis.  At  all  events,  h^  had  resolved  to  make  a  sudden  visit 
to  see  how  his  schemes  had  worked — to  see  if  he  could,  by  close 
deciphering  of  the  faces  of  the  damsel  and  her  fSnther,  asoertalu 
the  ^fiHect  upon  h^r  o^  the  communiicatiotts  of  the  latter,  flad 
he  communicated  th^  arrangement  ihade  between  themselves  t 
itoW  had  she  received  it  ?  Wais  rihe  resigned  to  her  ftrte,  and 
would  these  thre^  allowed  weeks  £nd  him  at  the  dos^  tii«  nsB- 
ler  of  it  t  No  woftder  he  was  curious.  The  maidOn  was  a  rare 
*pt\te,  knd  hie  hiingered  fbr  its  possession.  We  may  add  ^bmik 
niever  wholly  assrnred  of  thi6  father's  good  Mtfa>  he  wna  not  ^uit^ 
tet^  from  a  lui-khig  suspicion  t^at  Nothing  had  as  yet  been  don^ 
His  purpose  was  thrteeWd^to  take  in  a  draught  of  beaaty  at 
the  eyed,  in  aMieipation  of  his  f\iture  hopes— to  see  fbr  hitnfli^ 
if  there  had  been  any  progi>ess  in  the  matter^— ^and  to^ad  Hm 
^  reluctant  Trax-ls  to  the  perftntnancfe  of  his  faatefbl  tiffik.  Satia- 
fied  that  the  fithier  bold  it  to  be  a  hatoftd  task,  h«  co«ild  readily 
believe  that  he  would  ww^  at  it  vei-y  slowly.  It  was,  perhaps^ 
Just  as  well  tl^at  he  should  be  madis  to  feel  tbe  spar  in  bit 
aidiMi. 

Never  fdr  a  moment  did  Richard  Ingtehardt  buppoae  tiiat^ 
just  when  he  rode  up  to  the  dwellnig,  his  lucky  r^^  was  at 
iMtl  f^ift,  of  eyes  and  mouth  in  the  pantry,  wfth  the  lady  of  bla 
love. 

Captain  TraVfSk  thoagh  he  liad  toft  the  <eld  to  Shielair,  ftnd 
retired  to  lii^  diambei',  had,  fortunately,  not  r^tred  for  thm 
night.  He  had  lieard  th^  fiounds  of  tSia  troopek-s  as  toon  aa 
Henry  IVavi*.  and  madtfc  his  way  dowti  stahrai  not  a  little 
anxious,  in  season  to  welcome  Inglehardt  at  the  entrance.  Tliat 
subtle  swordfish  came  in  aloue>  having  left  Ms  troopers,  who 
were  simply  rough>ridlng  rangers,  to  koep  Watch  la  tbe  wmri 
below,  and  cool  their  restiffness  by  the  contetnplation  of  the 
i\u{et  alafs,  always  supposing  that  such  people  may  ^fceasiottally 
incline  to  look  upward. 

Of^o«iu«e,  Oaj^in  Travis  wiie  ebiR^ly%iraoiattf,  ttid  in  aivO 
terms  enough  welcomed  his  unwelcome  visiter.  ThiQr  turHMl  tlia 
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jiarloj*  togetjier,  where  tb^  found  good  Urs.  Travis,  ekting 
calmly  in  ber  rustic  rocker,  m^de  of  0|d(*8tav6$,  wiik  a  square 
(if  imdxespod  oxlude  streiclt^d  B^om  tbe  aeati  tbe  mottled  Hair, 
\\  liite  aud  blfick*  ou^ide.  And  abe  was  civil  enoufpb  in  bar 
\v  eicome ;  and  Iog)bbardt  ba4  Qo  reason  to  complain.  He  tbougbt 
the  old  l^dy  rather  stiff  and  stately  in  her  reoeptlmi,  but  this 
might  be  due  to  the  uneasy  working  of  tbehiugesof  age— the 
RtiiTnes^  might  he  iu  tbe  joints  rather  than  tbe  soul ;  tb^w^  he 
confessed  to  himself,  while  only  forming  this  suf^Qskio]i,that«  at 
no  period,  could  he  have  fiAt:tered  himself  with  the  belief  that 
the  good  lady  bad  ever  s)iow^  h^i*self  cordisd  ia  har  daport- 
nieut,  while  in  his  presence. 

Whatever  Inglcluirdt  thou^ght  w  felt,i)e  never  suffered  hin« 
self  to  lose  the  quiet,  ^afiy,  sphdued,  delibarate,  and  very  gta^ 
cious  manner  which  usi^ally  cbaracteriBed  hia  baaiing.  His 
genuflexions  Ye«e  profound  ai»d  grac^&l*  his  amile  the  most 
benignant,  and  when  he  took  the  lady's  hand,  and  inquired  after 
!4er  well-beii>g,  it  was  with  the  air  of  a  dutiful  and  devoted 
aou,  all  reverence  and  soIicH^ide;  a»d  taking  his aeat  beside  her, 
he  drew  his  box  from  one  pociket,  fed  his  nostril  gingerly—* 
followed  the  feeding  by  ^ho  use  of  his  kerchief — a  geuuine 
•*  Ii\iy>"  which  he  drew  from  the  other,  restored  both  to  their 
places  again,  and  renewed  his  remark,  with  singularly  aweet 
efu^essen^eMttVq^on  the  admirable  keeping  in  which  be  found  bis 
mniable  hostess. 

,  But  Bertha  Travis  was  nowhere  to  he  seen.  He  sweetly  ia- 
Kiuuatcd  bis  wishes  for  her  bealtli*— which  were  construed  natu- 
rally into  an  inquii*y  fcxrher  presence — and  was  told  that  she 
hud  retired  for  tbe  night — the  hour  was  Ute**^no  guests  were 
expected; — Oaptain  Travis,  by  the  latter  remark,  meaning  to 
c<»in-cy  the  idSa  that,  could  it  have  been  foreseen  .that  the  house 
v/ajs  to  be  hpuored  with  .the  presence  of  so  distinguished  a»vimter, 
thu  damsel  would  not  have  disappeared  so  early.  .Aind  with 
tliitt  pleasant  insinuation,  Master  Inglehardt  was  compelled  to 
he  content.     And  the  conversation  flagged* 

After  a- while,  Captain  Inglehardt,  apologizing  sweetly  U^ 
Mrs.  Travis,  begged  to  see  her  spouse  on  public  business,  in 
private,  and  in  his  office.  Travis,  without  knowing  how  Sin- 
clair had  been  disposed  of,  and  fo^^lmg  not  a  little  a)ixk>ns  icof 
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(he  subject,  was  yet  unable  to  evade  this  requisition  His  wifli 
would  have  retired,  giving  up  the  parlor  to  her  guest  and  lius- 
band ;  but  this  Inglehardt  would  by  no  means  permit ;  and 
Travis  had  no  ready  subterftige  by  which  to  escape  the  neces 
sity  of  taking  his  visiter,  down  stairs,  "  on  public  business,'*  to 
that  office  whither  it  had  been  always  usual  with  them  to  go  on 
such  occasions.  So,  seising  a  candle,  almost  desperately,  and 
making  as  much  bustle  as  he  well  could,  without  exciting  sus- 
picion, he  led  the  way  for  the  unwelcome  guest. 

The  office  was  wholly  in  darkness.  All  was  silent  there. 
Where  was  Sinclair  ?  was  the  mental  query  of  Travis.  Had 
he  got  o£F  in  the  face  of  the  troopers  without  1  If  not,  where 
could  he  be )  There  was  a  rude  settee  in  the  apartment  upon 
which  Inglehardt  subsided  with  an  air  of  graceflil  negligence. 
Oould  Sinclair  have  been  forced  to  take  shelter,  under  the^^rm 
which  sustained  his  enemy  ?  If  so,  Travis^  felt  for  the  mortifi- 
cations of  the  man  whose  proud  spirit  he  knew,  and  whom  he 
desired  for  his  son-in-law !  But,  casting  an  anxious  glance 
about  the  room,  the  father  of  Bertha  caught  a  glimpse  of  tiie 
door,  ajar,  which  opened  into  a  closet  occupying  that  portion  of 
the  passage  way,  which  lay  beneath  the  stairflight  into  the 
second  story.  If  not  gone,  he  felt  it  probable  that  our  major  of 
dragoons  was  sheltered  there  amidst  wines  and  liquors,  and  any 
number  of  demijohns  and  bottles.  These,  he  remembered, 
crowded  the  shelves  to  the  very  edges,  and  covered  the  floor, 
leaving  precious  little  space  for  the  movements  of  a  restlesa 
person.  Our  commissary  felt  exceedingly  uneasy.  A  single 
incautious  movement,  of  the  occupant,  if  concealed  there, 
might  tumble  a  dozen  botdes  from  their  spheres,  and  he  might 
be  witness  to  some  such  sceno  as  that  in  which  Hamlet  admin- 
isters to  Polonius  through  the  arras.  Travis  was  naif  disposed 
to  think  that  Inglehardt's  visit,  so  late,  so  unexpected,  was 
only  made  in  consequence  of  his  suspicions.  Had  he  been  fur- 
nished with  any  clues  1  had  the  spies  upon  his  steps,  of  whom 
Sinclair  had  spoken,  followed  the  trail  to  his  dwelling!  Had 
the  espionage  which  be  had  long  felt  to  be  maintained  Uj^  hh 
himself,  made  and  reported  the  discovery  of  Sinclair's  presence  ? 
W^  might  he  be  anxious.  His  secret— nay,  his  fkte,  hnr^ 
up#n  a  smgle  hair. 
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But  Travis  was  an  old  soldier*  and  a  pretty  jool  politichtn. 
Whatever  be  felt,  he  yet  contrived  to  appear  perfectly  nncon^ 
cemed  and  indHferent. 

"  Well,  Inglehardt,"  he  said,  with  an  air  of  frankness,  "  yon 
bmve  n«W8,  I'm  sore.  You  are  not  the  man  to  ride  at  night 
without  a  harden.    What  have  you  heard  ?" 

The  other  answered  gently  and  slowly. 

"Nay/' said  he, ''will  you  not  credit  me  with  the  anxious 
feeling  of  a  lover  who  wo^d  gaae  ooeasionaily  npon  the  beauti- 
fbl  star  whieh  is  to  crown  bis  destiny  9  Is  it  not  enough  that 
my  star  is  the  jewel  of  your  house  V 

*'  Pshaw  1  You  are  not  the  person  to  fatigue  yourself  with 
love-making.  I  know  you  too  well  for  that.  What  are  your 
tidings  t" 

'*  Faith,  hnt  you  do  me  wrong,  my  dear  captain.  Sentiment 
is  ny  infirmity.  Lore  is  my  weakness.  The  eagerness  of  my 
passion  alone  compels  me  h«re,  and  I  feel  a  signal  disappoint- 
ment in  net  being  able  to  see  the  creature  of  my  devotions. 
Yerfly,  yon  might  have  expected  me.  After  our  conference,  in 
which  I  showed  you  M]y  the  intensity  of  my  passion,  you 
could  scarcely  have  expected  me  to  keep  away.  Ah! — do 
tell  roe  what  progress  you  have  made  V* 

The  other  answered  bluntly  and  truly  :  — 

*  None  as  yet  1  I  have  not  even  broach^  the  subject  to  wife 
or  daughter.  I  felt  too  much  like  a  coward.  I  had  not  the 
courage  for  it.  It  is  not  an  agreeable  duty,  Oaptain  Inglehardt, 
to  repeat  to  their  ears,  the  terrible  language  you  have  thrust  into 
mine." 

**  Ah !  -^but  it  must  be  done,  Oaptain  Travis  I"  said  the  other, 
with  a  contemptuous  coolness,  and  he  took  snuff  after  the 
speech. 

**Ay!  Of  course  1  It  must  be  done;  but  though  I  know 
this,  I  do  not  the  less  feel  how  painful  is  the  necessity.  And 
it  9haU  be  done,  Oaptain  Inglehardt.  You  have  my  promise, 
but  you  must  leave  it  to  me  to  decide  the  when  and  the  how. 
I  must  seize  a  Ihvorable  moment  for  it.  I  have  three  weeks 
remember.*' 

^  Less  some  thirty-six  hours !  I  will  not  bate  one  moment  of 
the  limit" 
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'<  I  know  you  for  »  torrible  tysimt,  as  I  hs,Y^  UM  you,  and, 
by  Il^yen»  InglehiircUf  if  I  9%ir  nay  w^  to  escape  J0^»  I  stumU 
a  thousand  times  prefer  to  defy  you  to  th^  tmthf  than  aacri&oe 
that  dear  ehild  to  your  desiree/' 

"  Saorifiee !  Pooh !  pooh !  Travta  ^ — what  9i}ly>  ioappro|m- 
ate  words  you  use.  How  should  tibete  be  any  aaeri£ee  1  Tour 
safety  is  something,  and  I  flatter  myaelf  tiuA  1  am  as  proper  a 
person  4o  render  your  dai^ter  happy  m  any  aaptain  yon  could 
find«  But  you  deuinej  possibly«  a  higher  rank  lor  yDur  aon-inr 
Uw.  Well,  our  union  of  f(Nreee  wUl  seowro  thait  alaou  We  ahatt 
see.  Though  I  eare  nothing  for  4be  diftinetion  ia|ra^,  yet,  ta 
saititfy  you,  I  shall  {»it  mysrif  in  the  way  of  a  edoneky/' 

"  Do  ek(U  r*  said  Travfa  with  ene^jy. 

"  Well— it  shall  be  done." 

''Bnt  your  news  ?    Yon  have  had  ao«^  int^ligeAee  t" 

"  Y*Q-6  r*  drawlii^y,  ''  we  are  to  ha^re  three  mose  regimawta 
from  Ireland ;  OornwaUis  13  to  retom  from  Virginia,  bmnging 
Arnold  with  him,  and  we  shall  finish  the  rebels  at  a  blow  in 
Georgia  and  the  OaroUnas.  It  needs  but  this  to  bring  aboi^ 
negotiations  for  peace.  Congress  is  w4Mni  out,  and  prepaqed  to 
make  terms  for  the  Northern  Colonies,  giving  up  the  OaroUnas 
and  Georgia,  which,  with  Florida  aitd  the  Scmthweat  tendtoiy, 
will  leave  the  Grown  in  possession  of  the  richest  of  its  provinces 
-^  worth  all  tlie  rest  to  her  commerce,  There  1  Isn't  that  a 
plentiful  budget?" 

<'  If  true !    But  how  do  you  get  it  3" 

**  From  Charleston.  It  comes  from  a  aure  hand.  It  com- 
prises Balfour's  latest  intelligence." 

"  Heaven  send  it  to  be  true !  Yet,  will  Gneat  Britain  be  wil- 
ling to  yield  so  iQioch  to  Congress,  with  tbe  ceitainity  of  oon* 
tinual  insurrection  here,  stimulated  by  a  republic  alongrida." 

"  There  will  bo  no  insnrreotioo  here.  It  ia  to  ke  a  war  of 
exterminati(Mi  waged  upon  tlie  rebels,  tiU  the  whole  race  is  ex- 
tinct The  conqnerers  will  be  put  in  posseBsion,  and  a. new 
plan  of  colonization  will  fill  up  the  vacant  plaaes  with  the  loyal 
])eople.  You  perceive  a  sutf  cient  motive  in  4ibe  preapeet  £or 
present  and  future  fidelity." 

"  I  have  never  wanted  .motive  for  tbia." 

'*  To  be  sure  not."  said  the  other  with  a  smile,  which  «M  a 
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sneer.  "  At  all  events,  ikr»  intelligence  Will  ftimfsli  solBefent 
motive  for  sundry  who  are  dbaking  in  the  wind,  deceived  by  the 
iipparent  snccesses  of  the  rebel  partisans.'* 

"  Very  true,"  said  the  other  musingly.  ^ 

Travis  was  not  deceived  by  this  intelligence.  He  hot  only 
knew  it  to  be  an  invention — a  lie  throughout-^  but  |ie  knew 
it  to  be  the  invention  of  Inglehardt  hitnself.  Travis,  who  had  hk 
own  emissaries  in  the  village,  knew  that,  tmless  withhi  the  )a«t 
eight  hours,  Inglehardt  had  recetred  no  mwA  ititellfgen^e  up  to 
their  last  interview.  Oaielessly  insinuating  the  question  as  to 
the  period  when  he  got  his  despatches,  Inglehardt  inadvertently 
answered — "This  morning.**  The  other  said  no  more.  The 
conversation  became  desultory,  and  fihally  flagged,  bofh  parties 
beginning  to  show  decided  symptoms  of  wearitttss. 

"  I  must  ride,"  at  length  said  Inglehardt.  *«  A  »toup  of  yowf 
Jamaica,  Travis*,  this  day's  work  has  enfeebled  m^.** 

The  requisition  filled  Travis  once  more  with  uiieashvees.  It 
was  one  which  Ifigfehardt  rarely  made.  Oould  he  have  any' 
snspicions  of  that  closet  beneath  the  stairs  9  He  knew  that  it 
was  tliere  the  liquors  wetekept.  But  tbere  were  no  means  of 
evasion.  Anj'^esitatton,  or  delays  would  probably  conflm  tha 
Rtispieions  df  the  other  if  any  were  entertained;  and  Travis 
rose  promptly  and  proceeded  to  the  closet,  the  door  of  which  he 
opened  carefully  and  no  wider  than  was  necessary  for  the  ad- 
mission of  his  person.  Judge  of  bis  momentary  eottstemation 
when  he  ^scovered  not  only  the  major  of  dragoons,  bitt  Bertha 
Travis,  within  its  shelter ;  his  movement,  on  opemihg  the  dOor 
— which  opetted  within — having  the  effect  of  ftmsing  them  into 
the  closest  delations.  An  he  entered,  Bertha  thmst  the  square 
black-bottle — in  which  the  Jamaica  of  that  day  was  ubnaMy 
found  most  portable  ^^  into  his  ^asp.  He  was  %kvei  the 
trouMe  of  finding  ft.  H^  withdrew  with  it  promptly,  drawing 
the  door  closely  behind  hfm.  Bat  now,  anothenr  dilemma 
awaited  him.  He  had  the  rum,  and  the  tafmblers*  and  these 
were  planted  upon  the  table  near  the  unwelcome  gaest;  but 
the  water  was  above  stairs.  To  leave  Inglehardt  alone,  even 
for  a  moment,  was  a  pent.  His  papers  were  strewn  about  the 
table.  He  rapidly  asked  himself  whether  ^^e  wan  afiythisg 
^'tbern  to  cotal^romise  h&A.    A  ttieky^  ^oKticiaai  weVMr  #9ek 
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hinoBelf  quite  safe.  He  knew  that  Imglebardt  had  bb  few  sera* 
pies  as  himself)  and,  then,  he  might  take  it  into  his  head  to 
look  into  the  closet.  But  he  had  no  escape  from  thb  new 
necessity,  and,  groaning  in  spirit  as  he  went,  he  hurried  up- 
stairs for  the  water. 

Sinclair  readily  conceived  all  the  dangers  of  his  own  situa- 
tion as  certainly  as  did  Travis ;  hut  he  got  his  couteau  de  cIiasH 
in  readiness,  and  felt  that  even  strife  would  be  a  grateful  relief 
from  a  position,  in  which,  though  with  an  arm  aboui  his  beloved, 
he  had  stiffened  from  oonstraint.  He  had  shifted  the  burden  oi 
his  body  from  one  leg  to  the  other,  until  botli  were  weary.  Axid 
ke  weighed  little  short  of  two  hundred.  But  Inglehardt  never 
looked  at  the  closet.  He,  however,  did  not  hesitate  at  a  rapid 
glance  at  the  papers  on  the  table,  which  only  ceased  as  he 
heard  Travis  approaching  from  above. 

'*  The  dirty  rascal !"  muttered  Sinclair  to  himself^  as  through 
the  crack  of  the  door  he  witnessed  the  transaction.  The  next 
moment  Travis  made  his  appearance,  and  the  two  drank  to- 
gether, the  potation  of  Travis  rendered  necessary  from  the  ex- 
citement he  felt,  exceeding  thrice  in  quantity  that  taken  by  hia 
companion.  Then,  slowly,  to  the  last,  Inglehardt  took  his  de- 
parture, Travis  carefully  seeing  him  beyond  the  dwelling,  and 
to  his  horse. 

«*  What  a  tedious  scoundrel  !*'  exclaimed  Sindaur,  emciging 
from  the  closet,  and  leading  out  Bertha.  "  Gold  and  conceited, 
isn't  it  wonderful  that  such  a  follow  should  have  any  of  the 
qualities  of  the  soldier?  Yet  he  has:  he  can  plan  well;  is 
eunningly  clever,  and  prompt  enough  to  blows  on  most  occa- 
sions; but  he  laeks  one  wariike  essential — one  of  the  mo6t 
efloential  for  a  dragoon.  He  is  wanting  in  impulse;  is  deficient 
in  celerity.  What  a  lover  he  must  be—*  eh,  Bertha?  Did  he  take 
snuff  between  the  sentences  when  he  was  making  love  to  yon  I" 

'^  Ah  I  he  never  got  so  ^ur  as  that" 

"  A  snake  in  the  grass !  Subtle,  sly,  venomous,  and  delib- 
erate. I  am  curious  to  think  how  the  encounter  between  ua 
shall  take  place.  I  know  that  it  tciU  come — but  how  ]  *  Heav- 
en speed  it  be  in  the  open  daylight,  in  the  broad  field,  with  Heav- 
en leoktng  on ;  and,  if  Heaven  pleases,  with  uo  other  spectatora 
I  AoM  4raad  that  ha  should  creep  near  ma  in  the  jarlmeai* 
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frhOe  I  slep^  shelieruig  bit  didingt  spotty  careAss  under  ioiio* 
cent  leaves  and  flowers." 

Travis  reappeared. 

"  Is  the  coast  clear,  sir  t"  asked  Sinclair^ 

He  was  answered  by  Henry  Travis,  who  bastily  reappeared. 

"  All  right.  Major  Willie — they're  ont  of  the  avenue  by  this 
time." 

"  What  I  net  a-bed,  boy  ?"  said  the  father.  "  And  what  ha^e 
you  got  here  t — my  pistols,  as  I  live !     Are  tliey  loaded,  boy  V* 

''To  the  muzzle,  sir.  I  thought  they  had  found  out  the 
major,  and  tha^  ^  might  have  to  take  a  crack  at  'em." 

"  'Faith,  Captain  Travis,  I  shall  have  to  ask  you  for  both 
your  children,"  said  Sinclair,  lifting  the  boy  up  in  his  muscular 
arms,  and  kissing  him. 

"Don't  be  jealous.  Bertha,"  said  the  saucy  urchin — "you 
shall  have  it  as  soon  as  he's  gone." 

"  I  shan't  wait  for  that,  saucebox,"  said  the  girl,  slapping  him 
on  one  cheek,  while  kissing  the  other.  Sinclair  announced  the 
necessity  for  his  immediate  departure,  and  took  Bertha  by  the 
hand.  Her  father  felt  a  sudden  impulse  to  examine  his  papers ; 
and,  during  this  study,  our  major  atoned,  upon  her  lips,  for  the 
outrage  committed  upon  her  brother's.  Then  she  slipped  out  of 
the  room  and  up-stairs  without  rousing  a  single  echo ;  and,  if 
she  slept  without  dreaming  that  night,  it  was  not  because  of  the 
absence  of  very  pleasant  fancies.  A  parting  stoup  of  the  Ja- 
maica was  hastily  swallowed  by  our  dragoon,  and  he  disap- 
peared— a  few  words  as  he  left  being  sufficient  to  establish  an 
understanding  between  himself  and  Travis,  for  future  meeting. 
Henry  icould  go  with  him  down  to  the,  river  and  see  him  across 
in  the  boat.  The  boy  would  have  given  his  favorite  pony  to 
have  been  permitted  to  cross  also.  In  another  hour,  Sinclair 
had  despatched,  by  Abram,  the  missive  which  he  had  encoun- 
tered so  much  risk  to  prepare.  Of  course,  the  black  was  prop- 
erly schooled  in  his  duties,  and  perfectly  imderstood  what  was 
to  be  done.  Uis  task  implied  a  canter  of  ten  or  twelve  miles 
that  night. 

"  But  where  is  Ballon  ?"  was  Sinclair's  query  to  himself,  as 
be  prepared  to  occupy  the  forest^camp  of  the  negro,  his  good 
atoed  being  his  only  companion.     "  The  fellow  must  be  very 


I111B7— on  a  KTArtti  ti^9-— ^-— wiiieh  !■  siOBt  Iflcety^^nitst  be 
drunk  Again !" 

But  our  major  was  quite  too  tired  for  tnncb  reflection,  and 
soon  delivered  himself  up  to  deep.  We  must  not  omit  to  state 
tfist  he  had  not  dent  'Bram  off  wHbout  his  snpper,  having 
brought  with  him  the  ham-hone  and  bread  which  he  bad  so 
hastily  appropriated,  from  the  pantry  of  Mrs.  Travis,  when  tiie 
alarm  was  given  by  the  steeds  of  tnglehardt  and  his  party. 
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THE  AIVAL  8PIDEBS. 

'*HiingB  wdll  begun 
ikfe  kalf  perftMine^ ;  ilia  maMging  mi  Mt 
WUk  dote  »od  hMon  praetive,  'uooagti  the  vim 
Aod  politio  people*  bring*  aaenred  euooeas: 
Broad  open  way  the  heayj  an  ail  doth  lake, 
While  imtrod  paths  beet  please  the  subtle  snake." 

GLAesTHoHifi's  WttUmiteiiL 


It  was  loog  after  midni^t  when  'Bram  retornftd  to  kis  i 
ter  in  die  caaonp.  But  he  kad  peiibiined  his  miaaioii  BuceeaaktUy, 
md  faNUght  baek  a  written  answer,  partly  in  cipher,  whaeh 
Sinclair  read  by  fireKght,  and  which  proved  satitfai^ory. 

«<  Bnt  what  of  SmUou,  'Bram  V 

The  negro  conld  give  no  account  of  the  scout 

^^  'Bpeck  he  'treteh  ent  somewhay  in  de  bush,  drunk  like  a 
gempleroan." 

Our  major  painfully  admitted  to  himself  this  probability ;  he 
well  knew  the  scout's  weakness,  and  feared  that  he  had  fellen 
into  a  temptation  which  had  proved  too  great  fi>r  bis  resolves. 

"And  lawd,  maussa,  ef  you  fain  yerry  how  he  sway  to  Qod 
nebber  for  touch  whiskey  an'  rum  any  more  'gen.  But  he  hib 
^e»  so." 

'*  Well,  since  he  fiuls  us,  'Bram,  we  akaU  only  have  to  do 
double  duty  ourselves.  Don't  let  me  sleep  a  moment  after 
daylight.  I  miist  ride  4own  to  Kit  Bowe's  by  peep  of  day. 
To  sleep  now,  old  fellow." 

Wi^  dawn  be  was  up  and  mounted. 

"  Keep  your  eyes  about  you,  'Bram,  while  I  am  absent.  You 
can  push  the  boat  across  the  river  and  scout  about  Holly-Dale. 
Ueiury  Travis  will  neiet  you  by  tlie  swamp  cedars,  and  bring 
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yon  something  to  eat    I  shall  probably  be  with  you  after  daik^ 
in  the  camp,  mind  yon.    We  can  cross  in  the  canoe." 

And  shining  the  negro's  hand,  as  if  he  had  been  a  boeom 
friend,  our  major  of  dragoons  took  his  way  down  along  the  edge 
of  the  river  swamp,  until  he  reached  the  ford  ^here  be  had 
previously  crossed  the  stream,  when  he  boldly  pressed  through 
it  as  before.  On  the  opposite  side  he  sped  along  with  a  free 
rein,  meeting  nobody,  and  potsibly  esciqung  all  eyes,  at  that 
early  hour  of  the  morning.  But  he  kept  under  cover  as  much 
as  possible,  passing  below  the  bridge  until  he  found  himself 
nearly  opposite  to  Bowe's  plantation.  Here,  after  a  little 
search,  he  found,  closely  hidden  away  in  the  thiokly-massed 
forest  which  crowded  down  to  the  edge  of  the  stream,  a  little 
dug-out,  with  a  negro  boy  in  it  asleep.  He  routed  up  the 
urchin,  who  was  evidently  set  to  wait  for  him — not  watch^- 
and  stripping  his  horse  of  his  saddle,  and  loosing  his  neck- 
chain,  be  led  the  steed  by  the  bridle  to  the  water,  and  entering 
the  boat,  bade  the  boy.  push  across;  the  horse,  never  fearing, 
taking  the  water  like  a  dog  of  KewlDmndland,  and  swimminf^ 
betide  the  dug-out.  The  steed  concealed  in  the  swamp  thieketp^ 
and  the  boy  left  in  oiiai^c  of  the  boat,  Sindair,  after  mndxy 
precautions,  made  his  way  up  toward  the  settlement,  giving  his 
bugle  a  slight  blast  which  brought  Bo  we  out  to  him  in  the  thicket. 

**  Have  you  heard  of  Dick  Coulter  aad  bis  troop  I"  was  the 
first  question  of  Sinclair. 

'*  He  was  at  Ohevillette's  last  night,  and  is  no  doubt  plying 
about  in  die  ewamp  between  his  place  aad  Barton's." 

**  Good !  I  must  have  him  up  to-morrow  by  three  o'dock  ia 
the  afternoon.     Gan  you  give  him  a  whistle  9" 

**  It  shall  be  done.    Where  must  he  SnsA  cover  t" 

"  At  Holly-Dale,  west  of  the  road,  out  of  sight,  but  reaiy 
bitted,  for  a  charge  at  the  first  blast  of  the  bugle.  Ha»  any 
thing  Ttkors  been  gathered  touching  the  recruits  of  Travis  f** 

"  I  counted  tweuty-siai  at  drill,  yesterday." 

"  How  many  has  Coulter  V* 

*'Not  more  than  nineteen  last  night,  but  some  were  out 
seouting." 

^  Has  Ballott  been  here  ?" 

•*  No !     I  titOQght  I  heard  his  horn  Mow  down  by  the  negro 
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quarter  last  ereoiiig,  as  I  rode  up  from  Ghevilletle'B,  but  I  have 
seen  notbing  of  bkn." 

"  He  is  either  cirank  in  a  hollow,  or  on  a  hot  trail.  I  need 
him  now,  and  we  shall  be  pushed  for  time.  Greene's  advance 
will  pvobably  pass  B^wdon  to-morrow  night." 

"Ah!  and  his  lordship r 

"  Is  making  for  Orangeburg  as  a  fox  makes  for  his  hole  with 
thirty  dogs  at  his  heels.  The  heat  is  playing  old  Harry  with 
his  men,  and  his  Irish  are  ready  to  break  out  in  mutiny.*' 

"  GooH !     What  of  Stewart  and  Cruger  ?" 

**  Nothing  positive :  but  they  are  on  tlie  road  also,  pushing 
downward  jnrith  the  whole  tory  settlement  of  Niuety-8iz,  bag 
and  baggage  along  with  him,  and  Pickens  at  his  heels  with  his 
mounted  rangers — too  few  to  cut  him  up,  yet  too  hungry  not  to 
follow.  But  you  must  get  me  some  breakfast  out  here.  I  have 
a  famous  dragoon  appetite  this  morning." 

<'  There's  no  stranger  on  the  place  or  about.  Can't  you  ven* 
ture  up  to  the  house." 

"  No !  I  can  risk  nothing  unnecessarily  now — I  h/tve  a  life 
depending  on  my  vigilance  and  safety,  which  is  worth  an  army 
to  us." 

We  will  not  pursue  our  major  of  dragoons  for  the  present^ 
satisfied  that  he  wishes  concealment,  and  that  he  will  be  active. 
Let  us  look  in,  for  a  moment,  upon  Bichard  Inglehardt. 

He  was  taking  his  breakfast,  a  somewhat  late  one,  at  the 
table  of  the  widow  Bruce.  All  the  other  lodgers-^- they  were 
few — had  breakfasted  and  gone.  The  widow  presided  at  the 
table  and  watched  her  guest,  as,  somewhat  more  abstractedly 
than  usual,  he  broke  his  bread  and  sipped  his  cofifee.  Ingle- 
hardt seldom  showed  himself  in  a  contemplative  mood ;  but  he 
was  evidently  somewhat  heedless  of  the  lady's  presence  at  this 
moment.  Mrs.  Bruce  was  a  lady  of  digniiPf,  stately  and  re- 
served, herself,  but  with  that  sort  of  pride  which  demands  that 
others  shaU  pay  tribute  of  confidence  and  solicitude.  She  did 
not  much  admire  Inglehardt.  She  knew  him  as  obscure  of 
family,  the  son  of  an  overseer,  and  he  a  man  of  little  force  of 
character.  But  Inglehardt  had  made  hiimtlf,  and  this  proved 
him  in  possession  of  native  endowments  which,  properly  exer- 
cised, would  give  him  means  of  power,  and  moral  power  is  ftr 
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ne  It  rirtne.  Biclmrcl  Inglefiardt  was  not  a  person  to  be  d» 
spise^ — not  a  person,  however,  to  be  lovetf — by  tbe  "WMorW 
Bruce  he  was  not  even  admired.  Did  she  fear  him  f  not  ex- 
actly. It  would  be  drfficuh  to  say  throngh  what  agency  be 
coerced  her  respect.  It  was  not  a  respect  accorded  to  him 
throngh  any  social  consideration.  His  social  poifition  was 
doubtfhl  and  his  manners  were  bad.  Bnt  et'en  his  manners 
were  significant  of  latent  powers.  He  was  so  cool — so  assored 
— so  seemingly  indifferent  as  to  the  results  of  the  g^me — ss 
equal  to  it,  as  it  was  ordinarily  played — that  those  who  conld 
not  analyze  the  source  of  the  possession  were  yet  able  to  recog- 
nise it.  It  WAS  something,  therefore,  to  inspire  curiosity,  to 
perceive  this  man  apparently  fbrgetftil,  absorbed,  heedless  of 
the  things  around  him,  and,  for  once,  natural,  and  so  far  hmmmm^ 
therefbre,  as  to  betray  a  consciousness  of  such  relations  witll 
the  world  about  him,  as  to  take  him  completely  ont  of  his  indif- 
ference. He  whose  thoughts  make  him  forgetfel  of  the  nbsolnte 
presence  in  which  he  stands,  shows  himself  in  some  degree  the 
subject  of  fortune.  He  is  not  superior  to  fate.  It  is  working 
fn  his  brain,  or  in  his  heart,  so  as  to  inspire  a  care — an  anxiety. 

Why  should  Richard  Inglehardt  be  so  anxious  at  tbe  present 
momenty  as  to  forget  his  affectations — forget  his  usual  manner, 
and  show  himself  heedless  of  the  very  person  in  whose  presence 
he  sits  ?  Such  a  man  rarely  betrays  any  heedlessness  of  those 
Hbout  him.  He  is  always  watchful  of  the  wortd  as  if  he  knows 
that  it  IS  fiiH  of  enemies  or — victims.  It  is  only  those  who 
sympathize  with  humanity  who  ever  forget  their  vigilance. 

"1  should  say,  Captain  Inglehardt,'*  quoth  the  widow,  "that 
yon  Were  meditating  some  enterprise  of  more  than  usual  diffi- 
culty." 

There  was  something  of  pique  in  the  tone  of  the  lady,  the 
feuit,  perhaps,  of  his  failure  to  note  her  presence. 

*'  Did  you  speak,  Mrs.  Bruce  t*'  he  answered,  somewhat  quickly, 
but  looking  up  still  absently. 

"Is  it  love  or  war.  Captain  Inglehardt t" 

"  Love,  madam  !*' 

**  Ay,  sir ;  I  ask  if  it  be  love  or  war  that  now  exercises  your 
strategic  faculties  ?  You  are  evidently  busy  in  some  seheroe  o' 
more  than  common  embarrassment.'' 


He  sbook  bis  fae^d  ••  if  to  ibftke  U  fre«  of  thoogl^t,  luiil  an- 
awtred  dowlji  resianuig  big  deliberate^aas  of  spoecb  and  manner. 

"  Tes»  madam,  I  am  to  enp  sbortly  with  the  devil,  and  mj 
qpoon  i#  not  quite  long  enough  for  my  pnrpoaea." 

And  with  these  words  he  coolly  rose  and  left  the  room*  a 
little  vej^ed  with  himself  that  he  should  forget  hhnself»  in  his 
anxieties,  ii^  the  preeence  of  another. 

"  Ay,"  said  the  widow,  "  be  it  war  or  love,  the  devil  will  be 
sur%  to  have  hia  band  in  yoor  mess,  no  matter  wlu>9^  yon  have 
at  supper," 

The  widow  did  not  admire  her  lodger  certainly;*- and  had 
bat  little  faith  in  his  vsrtnes,  tbon^  she  might  respect  hia 
powers,  lleanwhile,  In^ehardt  retired  to  his  room,  and  lighliag 
his  pipe,songbt,  through  this  medium,  to  blow  the  elouds  from 
off  his  brain.  He  is  not  one  who  suffers  himself  often  to  solilo- 
ql^•e ;  \mt  he  needs  a  si^ty*valve  at  this  mcnnent  which  the 
pi^  itself  will  not  supply,  luid  he  broods  ak)ud»  without  heeding 
that  wa  listen. 

"  I  feel  dubious  about  this  whple  affair.  I  feel  that  Travis  ia 
plajiog  the  rogue  with  me.  I  do  not  know  it,  I  only  /eel  it ;  il 
18  an  instinct;  and  I  hate  to  rely  upon  iastiaGt  merely,  I  can 
not  fathom  the  secret.  I  have  those  who  wateh  him  yet  they 
cep<M:t  nothing  unfavorable «*ali  seems  flowing  smoothly,  ISlo  a 
river  going  down  to  the  sea,  singing  as  it  gose.  Still,  there  ia 
a  something  treadierous  in  the  current,  and  I  can  net  sowad  its 
4eptha. 

"  Yet  what  can  be  his  gamel  He  knowaw  as  weU  as  I  do, 
thai  this  rebellion  is  nearly  burnt  out  In  the  northern  states, 
it  scarcely  shows  a  flame.  Virginia  and  North  OaroliBa  have 
been  swept  by  Arnold  and  Gomwallis.  Qeorgia  is  crushed  and 
helplasa  at  the  foot  of  Britain.  Here,  only,  iai  our  own  province 
n  the  struggle  maintained — and  how  1  Greene  is  too  cold  and 
cautious  to  achieve  any  brilliant  results.  He  only  keeps  alive 
by  economising  his  forces.  The  troops  of  Marion  and  Sumter. 
Pickens  and  the  rest  of  the  partisans — they  come  and  go,  and 
are  equal  only  to  small  predatory  performances.  Hali'  of  the 
ni^ves  are  in  our  ranks,  and  here  are  three  new  regiments  from 
Ireland,  ai^  others  ooming.  One  disaster  to  Oreeaa's  army 
aod  the  war  is  ended. 

15* 


346  THB  FOBATBRS. 

**  Well,  I  am  in  pcsition,  and  Travis  is  in  position.  His 
policy  is  to  be  faithftil  to  the  crown  and  to  me.  He  knows  that 
I  can  tear  him  down  at  a  moment — nay,  give  him  to  the  halter. 
He  has  every  motive  of  interest  and  safety  to  be  faithftil,  and 
with  such  a  man  such  notions  are  everything.  We  are  both 
in  a  position  to  achieve  fortune  by  the  event,  and  that  is  as 
nearly  reduced  to  certainty  now,  as  anything  can  be  in  the 
world. 

'*  And  yet — l/td  that  he  is  treacherous  f  He  does  not  press 
this  matter  with  his  daughter.  He  hopes  yet  to  escape  this  ne* 
cessity.  But  how  t  There  is  no  doubt  of  my  proofs,  and  he 
knows  me  too  well  to  doubt  tJiat  I  will  crush  him,  ay,  hang  him, 
without  remorse,  if  he  is  unfaithftd-— though  Bertha  Travis  Hj 
at  my  feet  pleading  to  me  for  mercy.  He  knows  ikatj  yet  lie 
trifles  with  me ! 

**  Shall  I  submit  to  this  trifling  f  Why  has  he  not  broached 
the  matter  to  her  in  the  last  thirty^^ix  hours,  when  I  laid  bare 
to  him  the  absolute  necessity  of  his  case,  and  deliberately  showed 
him  my  x)wn  stern  resolve  ?  He  knows  what  I  require,  knows 
me  firm,  and  knows  his  danger.  Wherefore  should  he  trifle* 
then,  and  procrastinate,  unless  in  the  hope  of  some  method 
of  evasion  ?  Does  he  calculate  on  the  chapter  of  accidents,  in 
tills  three  weeks  which  I  have  allowed  him — calculate  on  chance 
shot  or  sabre  stroke  cutting  me  o£P  and  assuring  his  safleity  by 
silencing  my  testimony  ?  Ha !  I  must  let  him  understand  that 
my  very^death  is  his  ruin.  I  must  give  him  to  know  that  I 
shall  so  antange  the  evidence  against  him,  and  place  it  in  such 
keeping,  that  the  very  hour  in  which  I  perish  gives  up  the 
secret  to  Balfour. 

"  And  what  are  his  sources  of  hope  for  these  casualties  f 
This  Sinclair-— where  is  he  1  His  battalion  is  not  with  Gkeene. 
That  is  certain.  Where  is  it  t  He,  himself,  has  been  heard  of 
below,  as  far  as  Monck's  Corner,  and  Biggins'.  A  troop  of  cav- 
alry supposed  to  be  St.  Julien's,  has  been  down  upon  die  Pon 
Pon  with  Harden.  This  Edisto  boy,  Richard  Ooulter— »my  old 
school-mate  too— 'is  somewhere  below,  skirting  and  recruiting 
along  the  river.  Oan  he  be  in  any  strength  t  I  must  prepare 
for  some  of  these  parties.  My  own  xecmits  are  strong  enough 
now  for  a  dash,  and  I  m  ^t  have  them  out  scouthig.    Had  I  mv 
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veterans  bere,  something  handsome  might  be  done.    I  diall  have 
themr  in  another  week — and  then ! 

"Bat  am  I  safe  here  another  week  ?  Hardly — if  it  be  tme 
that  Harden,  Maham,  St.  Jnlien,  Sinclair,  and  Oonlter,  are  be- 
low. '  It  will  need  that  T  take  to  the  swamp.  Oh  !  for  half-4i- 
dozen  scouts  who  know  their  business  ! 

**  This  wooing  is  not  m j  forte.  It  fatigues  me.  I  require 
easy  conquests  with  the  sex.  They  do  not  compensate  toil  and 
stratagem.  The  father  roust  do  my  wooing.  I  shall  make  it  a 
short  process  with  him,  and  he  will  find  it  needfbl  to  be  quite  as 
summary  with  her.  He  shall  have  his  three  weeks,  but  not  a 
moment  more.  In  that  space  of  time,  he  can  not  escape  me. 
Yet  I  must  watch  him.  My  instincts  are  ever  sure,  and,  I  feel, 
though  I  can  not  see,  that  he  is  treacherous.  He  has  his  game 
no  doubt,  but  I  will  block  it  on  him  when  he  least  expects  it." 

We  are  not  to  suppose  that  all  this  soliloquy  was  delivered  as 
we  have  written  it,  without  pause,  break,  or  interruption.  The 
mood  was  almost  dreamy  in  which  the  captain  of  loyalists  uttered 
himself,  with  frequent  intervals  in  which  the  pipe  sent  up  its 
curling  wavelets  of  smoke  about  his  head,  with  his  body  thrown 
back,  fece  lifted,  and  heels  upon  a  chair  opposite.  And  thrice, 
during  his  revery,  did  he  fill  the  bowl  of  the  pipe  with  fresh 
tobacco.  Meanwhile,  his  snuff-box  lay  untouched  upon  the 
table.  He  never  took  snuff  except  in  the  presence  of  others. 
Snuff-taking  was  one  of  his  processes  for  pause — for  gaining  time 
—  for  masking  a  wood  or  purpose. 

In  this  soliloquy  you  have  the  secret  of  his  moral  make. 
Cold,  calculating,  selfish,  remorseless,  subtle  as  a  serpent,  and  » 
capable  of  using  his  fangs  even  where  his  passions  are  unex- 
cited.  He  was  too  phlegmatic  to  woo.  He  thought  too  little 
of  the  sex,  for  such  an  effort.  He  could  toil  and  weave  labori- 
ously in  the  effort  to  secure  his  enemies  in  his  meshes,  but  he 
could  not  toil  in  behalf  of  his  own  heart.  Power  was  his  pas- 
sion. He  knew  nothing  of  the  fine,  inspiring  frenzies  of  love. 
Love  ho  knew  only  in  its  coarser  forms,  as  the  creature  of  will 
and  passion ;  and  the  coldness  of  his  heart  rendered  him  sus- 
ceptible, even  in  this  degree,  only  at  periods,  and  when  his 
brain  craved  a  respite  from  political  intrigues.  "We  see  what 
are  his  calculations  touching  the  condition  of  the  country,  and 
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^be  prospefcts  of  Ae  war.  HU  politic^  wfr^  wfutfisg  m  tbey 
chiefly  contemplated  the-  surface.  Of  m^n^  in  gQHOcali  he  knev 
muoli— eoHld  pvobe  the  erduiarj  character  wit^  skill  and 
adroitness — but  of  superior  men,  having  great  impidse*  witlk- 
out  which  there  is  no  great  virtue*  he  knew  nothing.  Enthu- 
siasm was  a  thing  of  depth,  beyond  his  plummet  Thus,  it  was 
that  the  very  pressure  which  was  calculated  to  bring  out  the 
real  heroism  in  the  country,  waa  beheld  by  him  only  as  a  crush- 
bg  and  irresistible  one — one  to  crush  and  be  inesistible  only 
among  the  class  which  he  oould  comprehend — those  who  cal- 
culated the  chances  of  the  strnggle»  rather  than  ike  merits  of 
ity  and  who  gauged  tbeir  patriotism  by  hopes  and  fears,  rather 
than  love,  principle,,  and  duty.  In  brief,  this  man,  wonderfolljF 
shrewd  and  cunning,  was  master  only  of  the  avenues  of  the 
brain ;  of  the  deep>  full  heart,  whether  in  man  ov  woman — the 
absorbing  generous  affections,  the  glorious  impulses,  the  howst 
gushings,  and  noble  frenaies — he  had  no  knowledge*  For  these 
he  made  no  allowance. 

But  we  need  not  linger  in  his  analysis.  He  will  develop 
himself  as  we  proceed.  Enough  that,  having  finished  his  rev- 
ery  and  soliloquy,  his  pipe  and  plans,  he  prepared  to  join,  and 
exercise  his  raw  recruits.  We  need  scarcely  say  that  he  gave 
them  sufficient  employment  He  despatched  sundry  of  his  heel 
men  in  different  directions.  He  had  silent^  matui'ed  the  details 
of  a  progress,  in  which  he  was  to  act  more  decisively  than  ever 
upon  Travis.  But  his  necessities  required  that  be  should  also 
send  out  his  spies,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  degree  of  risk 
he  incurred  in  lingering  about  the  village.  The  reports  of 
scattered  bands  of  the  partisans  below  him,  were  calculated  to 
render  him  uneasy.  In  fact,  he  felt  that  an-  enterprise  against 
him,  by  a  spirited  and  able  captain,  might  have  put  him  and 
his  little  troop  entirely  hars-de-combaU  He  had  felt  himself 
safe  only  in  the  supposed  absence  of  the  Americans  with 
Greene  and  Mariun,  across  the  Santee.  He  had  been  so  far 
safe,  in  fact,  only  as  it  was  generally  known  by  the  partisans 
that  he  was  temporarily  invalided  and  in  concealment,  without 
any  troops  with  him,  and  that  they  had  their  hands  full  eke* 
where,  of  much  better  employment  than  looking  after  a  game 
which  promised  so  little  of  reward  for  the  trouble  of  the  search 
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It  ii^as,  itid^d,  only  wfthJn  tbekst  ten  dayw,  ftntl  when  he  had 
succeeded  in  pideing  up  6onie  recruits,  that  he  had  ventured 
openly  to  show  himself  in  Orangeburg.  It  was  the  report  of 
Richard  CoulterV  troop  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  now,  moat  of 
jdl,  made  him  feel  the  necessity  of  a  proper  rigilance.  Accord- 
ingly, his  spies  and  scouts,  such  m  they  were,  were  all  set  in 
motion. 

Leaving  him  to  his  plans  and  practices,  let  us  see  after  9iti- 
dah*.  We  join  him  kte  fa)  the  day,  when,  having  recrossed 
the  river  in  Rowe's  canoe,  paddled  over  by  the  negro-boy,  his 
horse  swimming  bedde  the  boat  as  before,  he  sped  np  on  the 
route  toward  Holly-Dale.  He  drew  refn  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood -^hert  he  had  held  a  previous  interview  with  Travis. 
Here  he  stabled  his  horse  in  covert,  and  prepared  to  wait  the 
reappearance  of  that  person  who,  as  he  had  learned,  had  gone 
down  that  morning  to  the  village.  We  may  state  that  Travis 
and  Inglehardt  again  had  a  long  private  interview  together,  tt>e 
result  of  which — both  parties  playing  fox  in  the  game — was 
to  leave  the  latter  in  as  great  a  degree  of  incertitude  as  ever — 
his  instincts  making  him  stxspicioiw,  his  thought  denying  all 
reason  for  doubt  or  apprehension.  Travis  repeated  his  assu- 
rances of  good  faith -^  swearing  at  his  leek,  like  Pistol,  even 
white  he  swatHowed  it— and  Inglehardt  insimiating  hi«  warn- 
ing of  the  penaltiea  that  would  follow  fiN>m  his  treaehery. 

•^And  while  yori  Are  pfersuading  your  daughter,  Travis,  I 
itmst  have  th6  privilege  of  seeing  her.  My  last  three  visits  to 
your  house,  have  been  profitless  m  this  respect.  She  keeps  out 
of  sight  Now  she  is  indisposed,  now  she  has  retired  for  the 
night,  ini  there  is  always  some  excuse.  You  must  enlighten 
her  upon  the'  necessity  of  having  no  headache  when  I  come, 
attd  particularly  against  going  to  bed  so  early." 

Travis  gave  him  a  look  fall  of  hate  and  venom,  but  Ingle- 
hardt only  laughed. 

'*  By  Heaven !  Riehard  Inglehardt,  I  should  sooner  brain  you 
than  serve  you." 

"  Ah !  but  that  wouldn't  serve  f/ou.  Remember,  as  I  have 
been  at  the  psins  to  show  you,  the  hour  of  my  death  \a  tliat  of 
your  arrest  for  treason,  to  say  nothing  of  certain  minor  oSmi- 
ees.    The  papers — proof!) — I  can  roach  kt  any  moment,  so  long 
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08  I  live — dead,  speachless,  ihey  are  at  once  transferred  to  tbe 
keeping  of  Commandant  Balfour.    But,  enough !" 

And  he  handed  his  mull  with  nicely-extended  finger  to  hia 
auditor,  throwing  up  the  Bilver  lid  as  he  spoke. 

"  No,  sir  1*'  answered  Travis,  with  stem  look  and  emphasis—- 
no,  sir !  none  of  your  snuff!" 

The  other  only  smiled  as  he  helped  himself  His  thought 
was: — 

"  Yes,  I  have  him  in  the  toils,  and  he  feels  It  He  has  no 
means  of  evasion." 

In  fact,  Travis  had  played  his  cards  so  well,  that  Inglehardt's 
instincts  were  shamed  almost  into  silence  by  his  mental  convic- 
tions. They  still  lived,  and  were  still  somewhat  vatchfiii,  but 
they  were  no  longer  urgent 

**  Have  you  heard,  Captain  Inglehardt,"  said  Travis  some- 
what abruptly,  "  that  Dick  Coulter,  with  some  ten  or  a  dosen 
troopers,  has  been  seen  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cooper's 
swamp?"  thus  giving  very  gratuitous  information*  and  mu- 
tilating it  besides —  cutting  down  the  twenty  or  thirty  of  Coul- 
ter to  ten  or  a  dozen.  Inglehardt  noticed  this  disQrepaney  be 
tween  this  account  and  his  own,  but  the  fact  of  Travis  giving 
the  information  at  all,  was  in  proof  of  his  playing  fairly  with 
him,  and  he  could  readily  conceive  that  a  discrepancy,  in  the 
report  of  numbers,  might  easily  occur  without  being  a  fraudu- 
lent one.  He  did  not  know  that  Travis  was  already  apprised 
of  his  own  perfect  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  Coulter; 
and  he  still  pretended  ignorance  of  the  fact  till  the  present 
moment 

<'  Ha  \  Coulter !"  he  exclaimed  —  <'  He  about !  At  Cooper's 
swamp,  eh  t  But  with  a  dozen  men  only !  He  must  be  seen 
to.  We  must  take  a  drive  in  that  quarter  shortly,  as  soon  as  I 
get  my  ragamuffins  in  good  order  for  a  chai^" 

What  more  was  spoken  between  them,  we  need  not  here  re- 
port It  was  of  business  matters,  affecting  their  own  relations, 
and  those  of  the  army ;  but  as  Travis  was  about  to  leave  the 
loyalist  captain,  the  other  touched  him  gently  on  the  arm,  and 
looking  with  his  deep,  keen  ey^A^  a  stare  of  ^aip  and  unyield- 
ing firmness,  he  said : — 

*'  Remember,  Captain  Travis,  I  am  serious  in  the  demand  to 


see  your  daughter  when  I  happen  to  visit  Holly-Dale.  She 
must  not  keep  out  of  my  sight  She  must  not  show  aversion. 
There  must  be  no  petty  excuses  of  headache  and  early  couch- 
ing. I  must  not  only  have  your  assurance  that  you  will  fulfil 
your  engagement,  but  I  must  exercise  my  own  eyes,  in  seeing 
what  sort  of  progress  you  make.  It  must  not  be  a  thing  of 
mere  coercion; — she  must  be  won — her  affections — " 

"  And  how  the  d — ^I'aiti  I  to  i'each  ihem  in  your  bdialf,  when, 
perhaps,  she  has  no  affection  for  you  V* 

"Ask  the  devil,  and  he  may  instruct  you  in  the  process. 
At  all  events,  I  require  to  watoh  ^le  pregress.  To-tnorrow,  if 
you  say  so — to-morrow,  I  will  vimt  HoUy-Dale." 

It  was  iHflt  faidlBCreet  quickness  that  Tra\4g  answered : — 

"  Not  to-morrow !  not  so  soon !  It  will  take  me  some  days 
to  prepare  her  mind." 

"▲kl  ket  antipathies  «r*  T#cy  ttrang,  I  teal '  Ait  ytNi  will 
ndfTiaenra' when  she  relto^*  when  ihe  vMaxes*  wh«i ^tim begbia 
W  Ja*e-*-wSn  your 

"  Ton  toe  a  Unbaring  de^l,  Inglehatdt." 

*'  And  you  anything  but  a  smiling  one,  Travkf'^  waa  ito 
qma*.  r^y,  ''though  Aefvil  you  are,  hy  all  that's  salatii'cal. 
The  oiily  winder  ia  how  youshanld  everf  havi^  beUh '  bl^oeA 
wlA  0Oi  saintly  >a  datnghter." 

Ttavis  Ml  ii  m  his  heart  to  kii6ck  him  down,  apd  l6oked  iV; 
Imt'  the  eAhet,  hie  eyea  stDl  on  hmi,  flad  his  noee  from  the  bktuff- 
box,  with  kii  oomfAaeetiey  itotaUy  wimoved.  That  pr^denee 
yMtk  taught  Traris  ito  stein  very  i^igry  widi  hit  MiMe  as^e- 
ciate,  fau^t  kiai  ta  aabdae  withfo  prop^  liailla  his  ^;eBQtrie 
«ng#xw  They  BapniMed,  with  a  buiibt  4f  had  temper  fVom 
Travis,  and  a  cool,  contoinpteom  griit  aid  bow  fhMh  In|jMiardl 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

HOW   LOVBRS   MAY   POROBT   THBMSBLVB8. 

'^Olit  Ytnfy^  a  p)e«Mmt  oonfideiMe!-* 
So  «ura  IQ  loTe  tiint  i>oUiing  enn  b«  tott. 
Though  yerj  much  at  stake.    If  their  wmlt  kMp 
This  music  to  tlie  lasl^  'twill  end  in  heaven: 
Tis  Trudi  here»  happy  in  its  innooence.* —  Old  Flag. 

Tub  cooU  siweAstic*  eontemptiwin  tynaxnj  of  logjMiirdt, 
was  momi&udy  strengtheBttig  the  reBdati<m  of  renstuiee  tmi 
rebellion  in  the  heart  of  Travis ;  and  preparing  Inm  to  §fNxni 
the  desires — whatever  they  might  be^-^of'  WiUie  SincAair  and 
bit  aaBociat«a. 

**  Oune  hhn  to  his  laanrow !"  he  muttered  a?'  he  kit  tber  ri. 
lage.  '*  He  sImU  pay  for  all  this  ineoleace  before  Pm  deae 
with  him.  Let  this  arrangement  bnt  ripen— let  me  bnt  blind 
bbA  for  the  present,  and  I  ihall  have  my  revenge  o«t*of  bim.** 

He  r<^e  briskly  until  he  had  nearly  reached  th^  spot  when 
ha  efcpeeted  to  meet  WilUe  SinciaSr,  whea  lie  Bubdved  his  paoM, 
and  W48,'  aftet  a  little  while,  joined  by  the  person  he  ezpeettd. 
Then  be  disnMilted  and  led  bis  horse  iato  the  woods. 

'*  Well,  major,"  said*  he  impatiently—**  bare  yon  beard  I  b 
aUri^bt?    Shall  I  ham  the  meetang." 

"  Yes :  to-morrow,  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  at  Holly-Dale. 
Abram  will  bring  him  across  in  the  dug-out." 

"  You  will  be  present." 

'*Not  at  your  conference,  of  course,  which  I  suppose  yea 
desire  should  be  private ;  but  I  will  be  in  the  neighborhood 
I  must  keep  good  watch  to  see  that  he  suffers  no  harm." 

"  You  do  not  doubt  my  good  faith,  major.  By  Heaven,  sir. 
you  will  find  me  true.  My  feelings  and  policy  go  tog^bsi 
here." 
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^  I  tniBt  80 ;  I  beUvve  yon :  but  you  ean  only  dSBore  me  of 
ytmrtelf.  I  must  m$k^  tufe  agaiiue'all  cohort.'  This  num 
Ingl^arflt  bfts  increaset  his  troop.  Ho  may  bo  BOBpidous. 
He  oovid  bo  tnmMoBome*^ 

•*  Ho  has  no  saspieton  of  yoti-i-iiofie  of  o«r  projoct^-fae  may 
b«ve  of'  me*  Bat  I  flkttof  myself  I  havie  shut  up  his  eyes*  or 
diverted  them  %o  aneth^  qvtrter.  I  have  toli  him  that  Ootilter 
is  in  the  rirer  s^amp  'below^  and  this  effisrs  hhn  a  new  stibject 
for  anniety/' 

"  But  why  tell  hhn  ^att" 

**  It  can  do  no  hank  to  Oalt«s  and  I  told  InglelnMt  just 
enoiagh  of  the'  troth  to  lead  him  into  a  snare.  Instead  of 
twenty-fi^e  troopers  whieh  is  the  least  force  of  Ooa1ter»  I  snid  he 
had  only  ten  or  a  do^en;  and  instead  of  Obertillette's  and 
Barton's^  I  represented  him  as  harboring  considerably  beyotfd.^* 

**  i  suspect  h^  knervrs  bettei  H^  has  his  own  scents  below.' 
There  were  <  two  of  th^m  scouting  down  the  OliarieMon  road 

'<  He  harno  soonts  worth  a  copper/' 

**  CkilU  it  is  something  of  an  error  with  poMHciaiM  to  rdino 
too  miieh:  I  hopei  ytnrdtd  not  Intnide  y«^  inteHigettce  nr^ 
getttly.  He  had  probably  board  of  Oouher  from  otifer  •^nar^' 
ters.'* 

"So  I  thought;  and  hence  my  information.  That  it  watf 
ah*eady  known  to  himy  was  not  a  fact  to  be  known  to  me^  That 
I  told  him  what  I  did  know/ and  what  he  wodld  be-lHtelr  to 
suppose  that  I  knew,  was  calculated  to  do  awiiy  with  all  doubt 
that  I  was  dofding  honestly  with  him^  No  harm  cam  come  of 
it,ItMnk." 

•♦Perhaps  not— I'  hope  not!  St§l,  I  WoaH  stake  nothing 
mmOcessarity;  nothing  for  which  the  game  does  not  absolutely 
call.  But  1  must  leaye  you.  All  is  sufficiently  undersitood  be^ 
tween  us.    You  will  look  for  us  at  three  to-morrow." 

We  need  not  report  mOre  ijf  their  dialogue.  The  parties 
sepafatod;  Sinclair  tiding  below,  in  the  direction  of  Orange- 
burg ;  Travis  speeffing  homeward  at  a  smart  canfter. 

The  conference  hbd  taken  place  in  the  thicket  just  bdow 
th**  "  Four-mile  Branch,"  a  place  that  seemfed  to  promise  perfect 
secrtcy.     Everything  was  quiet  when  tliey  reached  the  spot. 
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wkidb  nif^t  tabve  bees  a  kinckred  ^ntflb  dfrtatttJroi-tlie 
QM^  On  on#  tide  <»f  thmi  imn  Ike  hmmhi  Be^ecn  tkw 
and-  Hie  voftil  ^pretd  a'ihick'  ii«j,  ^n  tlie  e^ge-  of'  wbidU-iMtted 
on  a  log,  and  holding  th<3  bridle  of  th«ir>  1iomM#  tkfj  «oi«flHuicd 
togatlMir.  Qew  Mt  a  BanriDwr  waa-  |o  be  beacd  aAving 
their  owTst  Voioea.  The  adr  ^trw  hmdied.  Th^e:  bi^  was  tiie 
abMUn^  plilee  Mlj  ef  the  reptile  m^  ih4  wild  49L  We  hmm 
beai4  wfaeli  wa»  said,  betvemt  tfaeiD,  ef  iritereet  to  thk  p*^^ 
Unfortunately,  amid  all  this  silence  and  seeming  aewtty^*  it 
was  heard  bj  other  ears.  Scarcely  hlud  they  liddea  oolt  oi 
nght-wlH«i'a  vfM  aAd  a«vag#4o6kuig:b«iiigt  huge  of  Unb, 
brutal  ^f  48peet»  in  ragged  .gsimteiito,  buls^avned  with  fiBtsIa 
and  katft, Marled  oat  ef  tba-btubtos,  nM  tftaat^^KHBt'CheapQC 
^here'  they  hai  been  seated.  '  He  had  heard  every  ^ttabto. 
It  had  beel^  e#«y  for  him  to  hare  «hot  them  both  down  with  a 
si«gl#baUei$  hal thfa  waa  by  tio roeanflfhiayeticyt.  Thairaaeret 
iHasioff mtifli  jvora  tnpertaqee  to  bis  kiieDeats  than  diair  ttv^ia 
Then,  too,  there  was  some  peril  in  any  more  demonalaatm 
course.  Had  his  pistol  misaed  fife^  hia  owa  fub^  waaacaiMK 
•  The  aavage  .fading  Ibos  emarging  froili  the  thiak^ft.  anaa  no 
leas  af»eraobage  ^km  ''HeU^fire  Diak'*-r*aci^can0n  Mihiob  he 
hfid  leanied  to  prtae-  aa  of  nibOBa  vi4iaak.'a«id  noro  idiatjaalioa 
than  the  innocent  name  of  Joel  Andrews  received  from  hip 
pasents.  ._■..,.., 

?«Hol'boi  haJ  hain't  I  gait yaan^WnC^ffkl&Tvavia.  Woa*t 
UrM  mataibr  I>iek  Sng)ieMi4li  >yba^  I  'baa  to  laU  hiai*  Aid 
yap*  too,  WiUi»  Sinclair  !--^Iir0dUHi  I  baa<^Ra4  toai,  tiodacrthe 
andilal.  I  raakoa  111  hav' a  ride  ^n.both  o' jHMtr^aaeka  by 
three  o'clock  to-morrow.  Well !  if  this  news  don't  aaa  He  aQ 
Mght  with  Gapl^  Iiigfeburdt,  fof  the,  m^t^z  of  ^ha^daaartiaD, 
and  git  me-  aoma  good,  goold  g^oJMa^  beai^deiw  Tn  aevar  ao 
more  to  be  in  the  way  of  good  ^ck^aad  Jt  <m|iy  aa  weU  give  up 
trying. 

''Now^  who'd  a  thoaght  I^d  ba'  eoiobed  Willie  ^iaalair  hyar. 
n^Mm  he'a  throw'4  me  off  hia  trail  eraryvbar  aiae  t  Jmtwkm 
I  was  a  sleajpaag  l<^o.  Well^  M'a  a  1^  Aa^  I'la^io  hev*  a 
ebateee  of  ^ood  ibrtin  agaia;  and  I'U  be  at  h«a  Jik^  a  Bum 
thai  hi^owa  ahe'a  wortb  a  tussle., . 
.  ^•Aadhow;8hiUi;be?" 
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And  he  HMwed  »#h%,  »fltkig*%p<m  tlie  sit&«  ttm  wiMi  l^n- 
etM  And  TniTie  had  4$"kiC(dy  eeenpied. 
•  '^ii'g  na  ise  to.  lei  Bftfo  Bmnsoii  kno^  about  tfaif  diskfverjr. 
Diek  Inglehardt  nevet  paytf  teo  freely^  and^th^  iii^fvery  is  all 
my  0WB.  y/hy  shi^uld  I  gW>e  the  ^'iVaUer^any  ef  my  ^wn 
hard«iniuig»f  Uiud  «^ha<'&  he  jtti  tie^,  even  ef  I  was-  to  loek 
Vter  him.  Mi^  b^^domeflve  miles  offra^l  wharf  £f  I  goes 
i^ai  makhig  iFigiialii  ill' these  wo^s,  who  k*(>ws  bat  I  iMrfr  stayt 
mp  a  deMB  of  Smelaif's'MOttts.  TttniH  reaMMble  fbriawto  do 
i^at.  I  eootd  have-shet  him  and  T^ii^ie  beth*^  always  sup- 
peetog  that  the  weapon -didn't  miss  Are,  bat  then  awght  be  a 
doaea  treopenr  oloekig  in  -upon  me  A*om  -tiie  voad.  Oh  1  «f  I 
iwrid  Ibid  oot  where  IKaeMkir  ba«  hid  away  t^t  hiuidTed  'guhieas 
that  he  ink  from  Pete  Blodgit.  In  eowse^  he  aoit  «-riding 
abirat  with .  it  now«  That  ohainee  k  'deme-  «tid  gMie^  dear. 
And  wkel*s  the<dhainoe  mywf  *Why  to  taleh  them  two  -eon* 
q^nitlng'  «ebel»:ni  the  same  net  ThatTe  the  hodr;  a«d  the 
way  to  do  it  i»  to  see  Oappki  In^eAiardt. 

"  But  what  if  he  axes  me  about  that  deaaition*  tud  is  wanting^ 
ta  tehavd  wp^m^^me.  I  mast  make  tannfii  with  kim  -iriC  -  Yes, 
that'e  the  way  with  Um.  He'd  be-migh^Ti  smooth  with  ma  till 
he'd  aneked  OQtmy  seeretst  and' then. he'd  pn^aa  ai^caad  lMk» 
aild  talk  of  example^  aad  how  decent  and  proper  'twaatahang 
a  man  isr  deaartingf  jist  to  eneomraga  other  desastmrs;  I  maet 
kev'  tannaiwitif  oeor  ily  longne-aappin. 

**  Ha  I  aad  ther's  that  mattes  aboat  Coaltar.  8d  ke's  about 
agia^-^^iuid  I  soppeeekaskoring  in  '  Beap  Oaalle.' ^  Heeng^ 
to  bnild  and  settle  thar»  now  that  they  call  him  the  hetioiiof 
^Bear  OastleJ  He  kin  light  and  he  will^  and  ef  heV  got 
thiety  men:  witk  kirn,  I  Beck^  he'a  a^epariag^now  to-  make 
a  dash  at  iln^diai^ti  And  >oar  eappin  wanis  aU  the  .mea  he 
kin  git.  He'll  be  glad  enongk  t6  hev^me  and  the  Traitor  back 
agin  in  his  rankau  He  knowawhati  amforianiosderlyi  and  be 
knawe  what/ the  Xraller'ia  £qt  aaoaai. .  We  air  as  good  aa  any 
athar  flia^fellowa  he.c^uld.pick  np^  aadi  stout  £sllows  air  a  git- 
tiag-fiearoe  io'tkaoe  parts.    I  see  ^njn  way  pretty  cl!ar  now/' 

Suffice  it  that  our  Dick  of  Topbet  ddlkberatei^  acTA&ged  all 
tbe  argnmaot,  with  whkh  to  win<  his  way  baok  4o  li^  favor  of 
CapUin  luglehardtW  belore  rieivig  from  hia  9eat.    Wlien  1)0  had 
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fbllj  conned  hk  puri  he  got  «p,  mpy^jd  to  the  opf^iie  side  ot 
the  bay  and  brought  out  the  little  huoknej  of  »  h0tB^  of  whidft 
be  had  dispoBpeseed  Blodgit  so  uDfcrnpidopalj.  9e  motuited, 
and  took  his  way  down  for  Oraog^barg>  avoidb^  tl^  p^Uie 
road  as  mvch  as  possiblei  and  prqceeding  so  slowly  as  to  hare 
the  cloak  of  night  about  him  befSore  peneibratixig  die  Tillage. 

Sinolaii;  mesj^while^.  never  onoe  apprehending  this  m»ir  dan- 
ger, sped  downward,  also»  until  he  xeaobed  the  forks  of  the 
road  neaar  Fen  Bcaaeh,  when*  he  tiumed  to  the  right*  and  aped 
in  a  northwest  directioa  for  afwUe*  Hone  be  itonied  into  the 
woods,  found  a  hoUow  tree,  which  delivered  him  a  letter,  poa- 
sessed  hitnsdif  of  its  contents*  and  having  dsitaroyed  it»  wheeled 
abontt  and  returned  upon  bis  own  st^  till  he  gained  the  peint 
where  he  had  been  aecustomed  to  fSord  the  river*  By  this  time 
it  was  dark^  and  oli^ts  were  discerned  indistinct)^.  He,  how* 
over,  rode  on  throa^  the  woods, 'wUoh.  he., the|N>ugUjr  knew* 
at  a  trei,  and  was  just  descending  the  hiU-alope  to  4he.avaflip» 
when  a  pistol  bullet  whistled  by  his  earsy  the  daU  report^  with* 
out  eohees,  blowing  a  moment  after. 

His  bkod'was  lionsed.  To  dash  into  the  thicket,  en  his  Hf^ 
wbenee  ihe  shot  issued*  wsae  his  first  instinct,  but  he  felt,  the 
next  moment,  how  absBrd  wonld.be  any  attempt  to  diaeover 
the-aseassin  in  0i{(ih  a  thicket^  and  amidet  the  increasing  daik- 
nessu  .He  gaite  but  a  single  frowning  glanee  at  thedeoee  har- 
borage, and  congratulating  hia^f  upon  hia  escape^  he  sped 
forward  with  as  mncih  haste  aa  the  forest  would  pemit,  and  was 
soonbeyond  the^reaoh  of  any  similar aalatation  f^m  theaama 
hands.  > 

*<  Missed  him»  by  jingo  i'Vqnoth  the  Trailer,  rising..from  his 
perch  some  twenty  steps£rom  the.spot  wliese  Sinelak  had  pases  il. 

"  Devn  the  pappiiee  I  I.  den*t  Relieve  in  pistols  nothow.  Bui 
I  thought  I  Imdt  him  dead.  It  neyai:.  was  goodai  no  kmd  of 
shooting  wse'pon,  andl  den't* think  it's Ihe business  of  a  trailer 
to  fight.  He's  only  -get  toi trail,. and  soenti  and  aceitt.  Now  if 
Hell-fira  Bkk  had  been  hiyarrwe'd  ha'.^ed  hun.  Bat  we've 
got  his  track  agin,  and  that's  something*  I  wander  e£  he's  got 
them  guineas  in  his  poueh  ytti" 

Our  major  bore  a  charmed'  life*  He  crooeed  the  nver  |s 
saftty,  and  wtis  soon  in  the  ot^p  miik  AbraiL 
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•^o  tidhigfl  yet  of  BAl!<rti,  *Bnim  f  * 

"  NeM>6r  yar  noting  Inmt  ^m,  mmsaa.  I  fiMtfd,  «f  be  ain't 
dmnk  somewaj  in  de  woods,  dem  torj  ob  Ingl'art  got  en* 

Snidlkfr  ititised. 

*'  'Brfttn  i"  mM  he,  ^thera  are  enemies  #n  onr  trmtk.  I  luire 
just  escaped  a  pistol-shot." 

•*  De  Lawd  be  praise !    Whay,  maima  1^ 

Sinclair  described  the  spot.  *Bnmr  knew  instMntly  whai  wai 
to  be  done,  and  girded  himself  np  aeoordnigly  for  ike  tMttL 
"  Fight  fm  with  fi^,**  is  the  fbrest  maxhn.  Let  ^e  ■eont  track 
the  scont.  Though  not  eqnal  to  Ballon,  mod  eqnal  lo  *'  the 
Trailer,'" 'Bram  had  a  good  nose,  wad  vntiringr  aagatidna,  vigi- 
hint,  qnick  to  follow,  and  keen  to  fi*di 

*'  I  mus'  look  a'ter  dis  pistol-pnsson,*'  said  he  qniedy. 

'^Yes,  'Brtttn,  that  h  what  you  are  now  lo  do;  but  the 
conrse  fbr  yon  is  down'  to  HoUy-Da)e.  Yon  invat  croas  wkh 
me'.  I  shall  be  about  the  bluff  till  midnight,  and  if  yen  ean  get 
np  to  me  by  that  hour,  we  shall  vee^ess  togetlMr.  We  haTe 
got  too  much  work  to-morrow  not  to  need  all  the  sleep  we  oan 
get  to-night,  and  my  eyes  are  ereii  now  dmwing  ataawa/' 

The  canoe  wks  pot  ontwiththe  two  in  itr  passed  rapMly  •ever 
to  the  other  side,  and  fastened  out  of  sight  among  the  awaaap 
wOlows  atthe  foot  of  the  blnff.  '  ^tnelair  gan^'ftdl  ctireetiena  to 
the  negro,  and  the  stout  and  MthM  fellowhad  ooon  bmried 
himself  in  the  thickets  below  Holly-Dale;  and  was  -wonkiag  his 
way  downward,  sly  as  a  fox,  stealthy  as  a  serpent,  and  kean- 
eyed  as  a  lynx.  He  had  some  two  miles*  to  go  befeve  he  eonld 
reach  the  spot  where 'Sinclair  had  eaeaped  hia  perfl.  We  need 
not  follow  him.  His  master  had  ascended  the  blvff  mettuwhde. 
and  stolen  off  to  a  little  grove  of  oedara,  where  he  was  wont  to 
meet  with  Bertha  Travis  and  her  brolfaeri)  JKeae  kakuhd  him- 
self d<ywn  to  i^ait.  Jt^ l^ked  ap  diroagbthe  g^aan  foliage^  nt 
the  stars,  out  upon  the  river,  gliding  downwasd  Wkh  ,a  pkna- 
ant  rnnrmnt*,  s6ftly  bright^  darkly  clear,  and  with  awing  of  cool- 
ing  speeding  over-fCtt^  vtHrftiee  from  -^le  east  That  breeae  was 
fbn  of  the  inspiring  sense  of  H^  Ha  threw  hia  baaam  wide 
to  its  penetrating  freshness.  His  day  hadbeea  one  of  tail*  be- 
neath a  sky  that  seemed  all  one  sun.  He  had  aearealy  rested 
firom  motion  dne  hour  In  the  twelve  $  and  ^e  praaaai  reapitai 


368  TM:  fOtAfmS. 

in  that  cool  breeze,  was  didtoelbHig  moret  tban  ^reli^f*  It  won 
kivftifMin  muBuigribto  eboaniii^  in  vUch  ail  the  IsKigctf  ware 
deliciovi.' 

After  a  while  two  figures  emerged  from  the  gityv»»  and  came 
01ft  tipon  tfa.Uiift    Tkay  wMe  Bertha,  asd  Heaxy  Tiavia. 

"  He  is.  not  here,"  said  the  boy. 

*'  He  is  among  the  cedanN"  aas^^rered  die^girl,  azid  they  toned 
t«  the  Jeft,  aad  moved  dowt  the  slepe  leading  ta  the  swaaip, 
wWfe  die  oedai*8  grew  most  .thiek]y»  the. b^  leading  the  way, 
thep  girt  foikilriixg:  slowly.  In  a  few  aoomenta  he  harried  to  her 
and  saM  in  a  whisjier  :-^ 

^Oh  t  Boetka,  would  y^MtbeU^ye  it,  he  ii  asleep  imder  Urn 
cedars,  sound  asleep!  WIm  would' believe  it.  I  thought  e 
trooper  never  elepf 

And  he  laughed  mervily  at  his  oivn  notion.  The  girl  lieti- 
toted  fer  a  neneatw  But  why  1  Ask  tbet  insepiitaUe  litOe 
deity  wive  ooeuptea  ae  gUdly  the  vacant  plmes  in  a  wgin'a 
heart,  to  unfidd  to  yoa  the  myiit4ry  of  hi^  riile».and  the  ci^krioe 
wliiob  nwrka  his  idipulse.  There  wa^  s^Mne  little  atrange  con- 
ceit of  mavdeahood  which  made  Bertha  Travis  relnotantto  look 
upon  her  leter  aieepbg*'  It  was  e  new  f^itnation  in  whicdi  to 
fteainai.  .  , 

Bat  Henty  pulled  hetf  forward.    .        < 

"^Onlythittii^^  ^veM  dnegoe»  efieet  afllee|iren  hia  poet,'' 

'"  Se  imivt  be- vevjr  tifedv  HMi^.  Sesjd^  be  ia  iu>t  now  ea 
diity.''  '        • 

^indeedi''  said  the  boy  pertly  ^r^'^hfit  you  know  nDtfaing 
abeat  it;  He  <tpld  me  hin»Belf  thutj-M^waii  nev«r  on  aeverer 
dntytbanintfwi"  ■  .  ,.       , 

<*  And  it  haa  ohaaated -iwm." 

"  Wermaat  walle  him  a|]k  <* '    . 

*<  No !  Let  hinisiciqk  He  mliat  he'  v«^y  m^  tired  to  aiak 
down  and  eleep*  here.'? 

The  gM  viigfat  wtii  B»f  Ihati  -abndak  .l)ad,4^yer  dnaned 
tiiat  he  aboidd'he  so  aarfrioed-l^^he  velvett-Wed  |pd»  qn  the 
very  threriiold  of  hie  awMtheM'fl  dwellings  4qid.  when  hf  cane 
eq>eeiill)r  to.aee  her. 

*^Bat  evppeae fte  should  be  anlfpriaed*.  BeKtJba,  -hor  wmm  of 
^lesetcMi^eaff ^    Who* know#f^    Tfany're allabwU" 
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Sorely,  Beitba;  tu»'e9ii«fo«ioft  e^iM  he  mm&ldf^ttk 

here,  BM<lhiM-fldd  irhtMi'  I^«rtfa4P«|flFi«)i,  AMt>fif 6*»#>tny' {»iiBce, 
do  yoa  prepare  to^rom^'Mftv  and  y^iv.  Titke  H^tcbwn  tke 
iil6p«^th<»9w»Bi{^;  yntill  fini  the  dag(-Mt«' id^wA  anong^lihe 

The'Koy  ir««r>«iAiM»  ^-ff^l  ^is-retpottsib&M^  and  t^^Move 

"  Where's  your  piew,  He«y  f^'         .,     .  c 

^Obl  wd^rnihid*  I  «nly  iiMMl«b«iiittltMy'|fimiii^  Wheu 
1  giT^  WngiiQ  and  BlMwe,  yoa  Aii^kn^Mri  thttt  th«  enemy^M 
upon  II*,"  1  .  .  : 

And  the'boy  maroftMd  fgLWuy  fiHH  of  >dlg4lity,  «nd  took  t>o8t 
tfk^tig  tlKe  «d^  tif  the  irdbd.  B^rlfaa  w«lk«d  Mi^oand  her  kanor, 
looked  dewK  upon  hiiti^  stole  iie«rey,lool^  oat  ti»«^  if  Henry's 
eye^diniH'wateb'her  iM-iiF^Il'Mtfae'WOttd',  and,  tteitiiiigly  Mtis* 
fied  of  the  impossibiltty  of  his  doing  the  feat,  she  0<lffe^ed  lier- 
geif'  lot  «Mfe  dutrnmeltt*  tU^^kettd  «f  evr  sleeping  di^agoen* 

Sinclair  slept  profonndly^^bMadifngOMiiy  and  gMilly,  us  if 
no  lo«d  lay  Qpon'hitt  chestet  oMiflHiidiice.  fiortlia  walchcMi-  the 
noble' ingettvotm  fttoe  m  it^lny  revealed  beneath'  tbe  «t«riight, 
aftid  ahe  ikonght^^ak  titbit  is  beyond* ns  ^*-^m%  l-aally  Imo^r  not 
wbat  she  thought.  Bat  nnquestionably  tboughftwas  bmy  in  ber  * 
litHle  biwiny  ai^diMlvngih  hei<  keart  The  p k<;wre  made  her 
tbfiik.  '  I4w!  feiiiknaei  wind '  ihMtt  tivrougki  pMfires,  <  pveeisely t 
as  doai^ftkatibf  gehios^,  hanoe  the  deUo^ft^  of 'genins-^ts  ex- 
qniflita  aen^iHties "wfaiekean  appr^ci^ta^  the  most  delicate 
sympathies  in  hnmanity.'  iti^  h^mxxM'of  At^j^Mne  thnmMt 
wbich  distinguishes  thetrvci g^ttia^  al\raya  'It  is  the  aonl  in- 
forming the  sensuous. 

We  hare  no  right  to  pry  into  Bertha^s  thoaghls^  >bttt  we  may 
wolck'ha^^aiidaet.  vSka-gaaedyfav  faafg/  np<m  'tke  4kee.of  the 
slaapieH'eMiaingfkelrenwaary'  ef  the  >gaze;  after^  awk^  hcfr- 
bande'Uftad  kkbkair'*44'be  kad  made  a  pillow,  of  hi^'eap^^and 
drew  'Out  the  kmg  inaesesi  wkick  had  groa>a  itt'4be'b«0y  exoke^ 
menia  4iiP  war,  which  lefb  no  tioM  for  the  tailet,  akhost  asi  long 
«s  tiM0  QfnAikti|kMia«v4toaaoti ;'  inid,pky«ng  wkh  hie  hair,  and 
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lodkkig  in  bis  £ice-^Be»tlui  fyt^ihf^^^^ii^pi  ^ii^i — ber  bwd 
being  quieUj  suffered  to  rest  bandeiiev  kMr's*— whila^iiAW 
her  arins-4*«f  eooraewttkonihev  e0QiMA««fiiA6S^^-6ii9$tched  a^er 
add  fasted'  upon  bis  bosom*    W«»  ever  evck  e  sitoetion  J 

Let  us  laiMre  tben  fov%8|^oe<^*4e<^a  Heiiv^  Tiawdflig<8Btly 
playing  senl&i^,  aiid  look  eftefe  tbe  soeutuig  oagro  '$r«m» . 

He  WAS  no4  sueceewfuL  '^  The  Tfnttais"  afler  the  esMpe  at 
Sinclair,  bad  contented  bimself  wiA  marking  tbe  trail*  «|kI  ikam 
cbai^pedbiagmMd.  As  a.  good '.a^cmt*  ha^  kjMw  ioo  well  tbe 
danger  of  lingering  too  lon^.ia  ihti  old  lutn*  Ha  had  joMntad 
and  made  off  within  a  quarter  of  t»  hour  aftar» 

Bui  *Bm».0mM  tbajMrcicJAefefor  a  icouplei^f.tadidQS  b^vrs. 
He  bad  jnfitresolted  to  give  up  tbe  searob.-  and  return  t»  bia 
master,  when,  stretching  out  his  body,  for  relief  from  the  aon- 
traoted  positiea,  be  /S^Ahemry  h$md  iaSA  uppa  hia  Bb<Mi]der 
from,  bebiod.  The  beari  efthe-Begro  waa  ittbis  mouth  ia  an 
instant  Ha  knew'  tbat.the  attemjr9>.if>aodi  be  were»  bad  bimat 
great  advantage,  and  wi^'A  gpm^  ibeauitteredin  low  ^(inea: — 

"Wbodatr  , 

He  waa.relieved  by  a  gead*4im»effed  bfii.«qbdued..l(l«gb,  in 
the  well^^kuowa  voiee  ef.  Jjim  iBaUoti, 

<'  And  I  aay,  nigger,  is  that,  the  wagr.  you  do<  your  ac^nting, 
gruuting  as  you  go-^As  you  jgo<*— just  like  a  laay  hag  in  ectane 
aeorn  Ume  ?  I  kaaw*d  you  by  the  gniati  Sweaty  yards  o&  I 
d«d^^: twenty  y-nrda  off.'' 

'<  Ha  I  I  flo^  glad.  I  bin  'fisard^  Ballout  whau.  you  pti  you' 
paw  'pen  my  akauldAiv  Hwa  somb  ^b  dem**drtTHn^Iag^iort  toiy 
I  so  glifcd-'tia  yoji.    And  >vbay de  debbfe  yotfiUo  ull.din  time?" 

'*  TbM'e  what  we  may  talk  about*  oldfbUow*  ^rbtenve  got  to 
campt-Ttget  to  eamp  i    Where's  the  major  inaw !" 

'<  I  laff  him  4>n  de  Bluff  aJt  HoUy^ttale/' 

"  Well,  let's  go  there— go !" 

And  thitibei^tbey  went 

Oar  ye«»g,self4ippoinlod  aeatineL  HanQr  Twttim,  was  a  hh 
past,  peeing  to  and  fro  alotig  the  odgercfNt^^wood^aaAMfied 
tliat  he  was  doing. gittet  things,  and  doMgiitilaiir  exenilenlty 
weU,  His.  imagina^n  was  picturing  to  ^  his  ej^e%  a  fiitnre 
career  iu  aviM>  in  whkb  he  w«a,  to>beomue.^t^  nhaaavtA^of 
all  obs0rre«s*    He  was  j(obbnng  bsaiiat ^i la^pr ia^ii f 
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nq^icUj  Ikren^  aM  grades  of  paronotioti ;  he  was  already 
a  colond  isi^eKmivy4  and  oaknlatmg  a  qmck  pasaage  aTer 
the  iiukerval  aeparatiiig  kirn  still  inm  the  oammaad  of  a  bri- 
gade. That  was  oertain,  however.  Ok !  the  dream  of  joath  ! 
hoTT.  pleaaaatlj  it  pennades  the  liope  anw  that  dreary  Ea- 
hara»  whieh  teaediies  •  «a  the  ateranen  of  tnith»  ib  fta  naked 
•impliailyt  at  anch  pevBooa  oaat^^that  ezperiaiioe  ivhieh  yoang 
man  t^olittla  valve,  and  old  nen  are  apt  to  ^akitt  too  laneh ! 

Jaat  then,  the  bay' was  tnade  a  prisoner  «*^elaaped  tenaeiously 
IB  a  pair  of  veugh  arma,  against  larhich  hia  atvtigglea  weie  of  aa 
mneh  arail  aa  ihaae  of  a  butterfly  in  the  viee  of  a  folaekamith. 

What  an  eropine.  of  dream  -was  npset  in  a  moment.  The 
eoloael  waa  a  ptnoaeiF-^ the  hope  of  the  brigadier^ip  was  gone 
«— gone-^gone  i  80  oonpiete  waa  the  aarprise  that  the  poor 
sentinel  totally  forgot  to  diaeharge  hia  pieee — tiiat  is,  fargot 
thait'he  had'iioadtto  dioat  Ym  loudaat,  to  apprise  tiie  sleeping 
drageot^of  hiaieneiny.  Befoare  he  qnke  recovered  himself  to 
halloo — he  kicked  and  atrn^led  lustily,  however,  in  aileaee — 
the  merry  chuckle  of  'Bram  relieved  him,  and  he  was  released. 
Hia  captoi^'lraa  Jim'  Salloo,  who  said  to  him  :-*- 

**  It  takea  a  g6od  deal,  Maater  Henry,  to  make  a  sodger  ^  und 
ta  be  a  good  aeoliaGi  amaoi  ought  to  be  a  good  'sodger.  It's  mighty 
bard  to  keep  down  thinking  when  a  man's  a  watching,  aad  yet 
to  be  thiakihg  at  aitah  a  time  is  apt  to  turn  out  mighty  poor 
watching — ^poor  watching.  Ton  see  bow  easy  it  waa  to  capti- 
vate you." 

**  But  how  coidd  yon  ebma  up  and  I  not  hear  you,  Mr.  Ballon  f 

"  Thkt's  an  art  in  aeonting,  Maater  Haary,  i^mI  if  Jin  Ballou 
ia  good  §99  angptlrifl^  it  ia  acotrting<  Tm  a  sort  of  boiU'scDut — 
a  bora  aeout-^iteofcaeafhmi  nator,  Mostly^  though  one  faaa  a 
gmat  daiQ,  to  lara  tb  make  natar  peafed  *'^per^t.  But  where's 
the  major  1*' 

**  He's  sleeping  yonder  down  amolig  tkhe  cedars.  He  was  so 
Aed.  We  £^md  faiai  asleep,  and  aiaterraaid  ahe'd  wateh  by 
joK^  and  I'taaa  to  watidk  4Aie  wood,  and  I didithkik  I iwaawatch- 
iiigi!daaely,jaad  to  be^ao  caught  1'^ 

The  boy  was  mortified.  It  was,  indeed,  something  af  a  ftJS 
iiom  the  hrilliaiii  progresa  to  acelcmehy,  with  a  bngadiatahip 
isLtlaa  viita».intiHsnddati  and  anozpeatad  oaptivity. 
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*' Never  70Q  paind,Mieiter  Henry/-  aaii  the  fleosH  ccneeliag 
hmi.  *' Ke  mafeic^ be Boede-a eedger an  a/di^/or  a  year.  It's 
a  bmsitiesft  far  a^ood  loii|^  iifo.  It'A  eaitor  »  greaH^eal  for  a 
yoQag  man  to  cfi^tthattto  ^ratohi  You  meat^eep^i  blood  ea 
a  ^oil  if  yon  want  f^ood  W'crk  out  of  hmn.  On  a.  boO*  I  aay*  If 
yoa.dooft-^if  y<Mr  let  tbe^fire  bam  •down^  Iv^tt'be  looking  oat 
for  tbe  Stan,  -and  walk  aafto  tbe  'pk>-^iato  the  pk.  Fbre  y%mn 
sodseriiig*  k  needfill  to  make  a^^lUweFen  a  ^oodMiitiiie],  and 
It  takes  more  tkasi  <that  a  great  deal  ^iD^  make-a  tsooni:  Ton*]] 
do  beliter  on  a  charge  thanon  a. post;  Maaler  fiearys  and  y^a 
needn't  get  vexed  with  yonrselff  €tt  fiiel  aehaaned  "Ifait  ytom  idnH 
&  t^rfeet  aodger  at  the  begiaaing>ef  this  war.  t  I  aki^  aikard 
that  you  won't  tnake  a  good  one  in  titeo  ^m*  gocd'intkae.  To«^ 
do  (  yom  will !  •■  Satiety  k>ok tip ttiie  aiajor  noNrr.  fie't  got  ^ 
open  hie  eye** — yeai'open  hie  eye»>  now/*        — 

The  thnie  waUoed:  together  aorontkeUnff  toward  the  BLJai'i, 
and  Sinclair  and  Beitka  stifl  h^  »«leepiiig*iside  by  side,*  bar 
slendet  arm  aerosa  his  hidrenleian  breast. 

«  Why<,  they^re  b«th  asleep!"  cried  flenry. 

"  Tes,  who'd  believe  it  i**^  respoaded  Btfloai.  ^  it'a  a<  pittai' 
of  the  babies  ia' the  wood — bfekbEes  itl  the  wood.'' 

''  Hoit  dat»  Jhn aallou  I"  qaol&'&aBi,  iad^nnik  •«*Ya«  eal 
big  laan.Ukedat  baby  r  . 

''Maa  or  baby,  he  mnst  np  iand  be  a»Beipg4>  3Eialio»  lni|orl 
HeUoS  and  heave  apP  < 

With  a  fling  that  shook  the  arm  of  Bertha  firom  hia  koaasa, 
Bincllbirf  leaped  to  his  f^,  and  dipear  isis  piitoli.< 

"  JVieads,  mi^or/'  said  Bottettf,  •<  ftteida'' 

""fiow!  whim's  Aw,  Ball<m1V  Tketi  wm^  Betthat  bow 
atarting.np  And  tfisuig^  bewikiared  ratlier-tk«D  ashaaied  at  ker 
situation.  «Haliyoatao^Borthar  ind  he  riaip^ctkalr  ks  kis 
arms. 

"Whettdidyfexoiter 

SheeenldteUkaenotliiag;    They^hadbothdapltbiee  1 
at  leasts  and  laaerilyi  dii  .Henry  Travis  famgk,  and'fleaflaat  1 
the  mutual  chucklings  of  Ballon  and  Baaoh  ai  tiny  dnagkt  of 
the  dasoavery.: 

£eaa&EiEtfaa  kiiew natwkatto  aay.  Qf-^caaaa^abe  'ttied  la 
explain  and  ta  nudarstattd.    Ma  had  wataked)  ahalsBew  imI 
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how  long,  and  still  he  slept.  And  everything  was  so  quiet,  and 
Henry  was  on  the  watch — and — and — 

**  Bay  no  more,  dear  heart,*'  said  Sinclair,  taking  her  long 
tresses  into  his  hands — they  had  escaped  the  comb  while  she 
slept — "  Say  no  more !  I  am  only  vexed  with  myself  that  I 
should  sleep  like  a  dullard,  without  once  dreaming  what  a  dear 
companion  was  at  itij  si4e^  And  what  UjBWS,  Ballon  1  Where 
have  you  harbored' so*  long  f 

I  reckon,  majorr  ypU;lMgUfi  to.thipk^I  ^d  ffllen  back  upon 
the  Jamaica." 

"  I  confess.  Ballon,  snoh  were  my  fears !" 

"  I  know'd  it !  I  khow'd  it !  But  you  w>ert  wrong.  Hadn't 
I  made  an  eternal  oath,  and  didn^t  I  call  upon  thelidrd  himself 
to  be  a  witness  t  When  I  break  that  oath^  ^^9J^*  ^*^  &  lost 
ainner !  Not  I  Inin't  had  &  drop  to  drink,  and  ^ot  always  a 
mouthful  to  eat.  I've  had  hard  work,  and  was  so  bewildered 
between  the  two  rapscalfion^,  DeVil  Dick  and  thte  TFMiiler'/  that 
I  couldn*t  get  to  you. .  I  iriehed  a  thousand  times  tlu4  I  eovU 
aplit  myself  into  three — ^into  tbvee — bplit  myself  'int»  three 
partfr— ^and  each  of  Aem  a  good  Jim  Ballou  •  sOoat'-*4]uit  I 
might  do  the  thing  dean.  'Twas  work>  shr*-Mi«>f^/  •  Andwe^ 
aU  got  to  work,  sir.  Th^re^s  trouble,  in  tbe^  wlndr  sir^-^itttba 
wind.'' 

And  the  party  seated  themselves  while  Jlin  B«l)««  told  tb4 
story*  of  his  progress  from  the  momtot  ef  hie  start,  on  the  trail 
of  the  two  outlaws.  We  eball  have  to  abrMge  this-  nariadve  to 
Mcr  Ihhtts,  though  Sinckdr  found  it  aa  interesting  one,  a«  did 
Bertha  and  Henry  IVaVis. 
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.      CHAPTER  XX^t 

DOUBT,  ANXIETY,  rft^ARAtlON* 

Will  he  iM  promptly  take  aod  Tfe)I  pumqe, 
■  I     As<if  the  zig-zag  of  the  perilona  road, 

.  Were  fashioned  in  his  brain ; — each  trj^Jr  and  turn, 
bring  no  finger  pointer  on  thd  roritfe/ ' 
Am  tegrfole  aa  if  written  4wtfn  hf  e«rd.*'>^-«igrtl4  Btnti§gik, 

<^You  had  the  aiart.  of  tU#n  iwette  h^arst  sitjor.    TImj 
backed  you  to  Turkey  liill.    Th^y  Jolt  y^\  there.*' 

"He-w  do  you  know  tluit,  JBaU(wj  ?"  - 
'  *^ItMusked  tbeiBs  a»d  found  wbef^lkey  ti^^c^  $i  fault*  I 
ki<ow  hofr  tbey.inissed  you.  They  foUo^ed  y^rur  trail  Id  the 
•tahto,  and  sup^xosed  they  followed  it  bftck.  .to  the  boa«e  when 
you  set  out  again.  But  you  did  not  go  back  to  the  honae, 
Ihougb  that  w*4s  the  eommon  WAy»  wben  you  went  off.  Tout 
berae  nraaao^'t  brou^l:  up  to  tbe.  bou$e  at  alL  You  went  to  the 
Biakie^  and.tbere  mounted.  J  ^iltvd  yomr  niQc<Mhi  trsek  in  tke 
Band  by  the  po9l  of  the  gate.  Wh^n.  jfoju  l^ft  the  staUa  you 
went  out  of  the  back  door,  there  you  :p^f^ted»:4}id  w<^il  Yigbl 
down  into  the  creek ;  you  kept  the  creek  up  for  twenty  yards, 
when  you  went  out  upon  the  banks,  and  there  took  the  Granby 
road  down  for  a  while,  when  you  struck  into  Gawcaw  awarop, 
and  kept  the  edge  of  it  till  yon  were  within  a  mile  of  tbe  vil- 
lage ;  there  yon  fastened  your  horse  to  a  hickory,  on  the  edge 
of  a  bay  that  was  a  sink  hole — and  pushed  out  straight  for  tlie 
village.  I  reckon  from  tlie  footmarks  of  the  horse,  stamping 
where  you  hitched  him,  that  you  had  him  there  half  the  night. 
You  brought  him  out  twenty  large  ears  of  com — no  nubbins — 
and  three  bundles  of  fodder.  You  brought  it  yourself;  for  there 
were  no  foot-tracks  but  your  own.    When  you  mountad  agmin. 
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whkix  I  reekoo  jtn  did  just  abooi  dajligfat,  you  tO(A  tlie  To«id 
on  the  oiit6id»«f  theviilafe  till  you  atntck  In  for  the  hridge; 
there  you  crossed,  pushed  up  the  rirer  road  for  a  hkt  then  went 
into  ooTAT,  and  hitcheflr  your  nog  agmu,  and  kept  Mm  some 
houxa  hitched,  wheu  yon  pushed  forward  again,  and  inad«  dirdugh 
the  woods  tiU  you  got  to  the  bluff  at  Holly-Dale:>  Before  I  had 
dose  tracking  you  to  the  Tillage,  'Bram  caught  up  with  me,  and 
wh^i  we  had  tvaeked  yim  to  HolIy^Di^e,  we  crossed  th^  xiver 
at  the  £ord  below,  and  I  planted  'Braao  in  the  camp  opposite  the 
HoUy^Dale  landing,  where  he  was  to  signal  you.'* 

<«  80  far  right**"all  as  .you  say,  Balloa  I  But  what  made  you 
se]paeat«  itom  'Bran  f '' 

^  I  didn't  think  he  was  of  ttuch  acooutit  in  holping  mt^^*' 

"  Wha'  dat !  Ha !  'Bram  nobody,  I  *spo«^  T 

**  Ti^  you^re  good  enough,  'Brum,  and  could  ha^  helped  me,' 
as  I  fbund  afterward^  but  I  didn't  think  it  then.  The  business 
ibea  before  me  wiw  to  find  tfao  trail  of  Devil  £H^  and  Bhinson. 
That  was  the  true  business,  and  it  has  k^pt  me  mighty  busy  I 
can  tall  yon  ^-i  mighty  busy  eier  sibce  I  lef'lj  your  trail.  For 
you  see  Diek  and  Brunson  divided,  abd  X  could  never  get  on 
the  spot  where  they  did  divide,  and  they  worried  me  fVom  side 
to  aifks  with  the  crossing  x>f  their  trails,  and  I  did  Hot  dare  to 
leave  'em  to  bring  up  'Bram  for  feiir  I  should  lose  'em  both. 
But  I  soon  fomtd  ihat  when  they  had  lost  you  at  Turkey  hill, 
they  gueased  it .  boldly  that  you'd  make  for  Hdlly-Dale,  and 
here  they  cooie,  almost  in  a  bee-liue." 

"Ah!— weHI" 

"They've  been  on  your  track  more  than  once,  but  I  don't 
think  they  fofflnd  out  our  ford  until  to-day,  even  if  they've  found 
it  out  at  «I1,  and  what  with  your  constant  changes,  and  the  use 
of  the  dag-out  both  here  and  at  Captain  Rowers,  they've  been 
kept  mighty  busy  to  get  and  keep  on  the  track.  WeH,  as  I 
was  to  watch  after  them  that  were  a-watching  ailer  you,  I  had 
nothing  to  do  h«t  to  keep  their  trails  warm,  and  that's  been 
work  enougli.  To*day,  Devil  Dick  laid  eyes  on  you,  I  reckon, 
for  the  first,  time*  He  must  have  seen  you  go  into  the  wood 
with  Captain  Travis.  He  wa0  hid-— that  is,  his  horse — which 
is  Pete  Blodgit's  by  rights — was  hid  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  bay  wben  you  and  the  oAptain  At  i^d  falkM!    I  reckon 
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ba  WM  not  more  lh«ii  tbree  kmndred  .jabrds  «f  70a  ati  die  tone 
bat  I  oouIdB't  Sod  hift  tniil  anysrhore  irbm  his  JM)tt8V 
'    <<  He.  40Titcb't  hftve  lieard  otor  Bp^eeb/' 

''I  4m't  JMfton¥|,batIi8ckofk  not.  The  bay  wm  thv^  and 
^der  a|0|}e  tbim  a  bindted  yards  aeiDs%  asid^  4v  I  ic^  yxm  his 
nag  yr^  |a#ened  b)  the  ^oo<bi  t^oUier  sidoi  If  he  had  bean 
watch^gnear  enough  U^kMr  yeo,  he  would  haTe  been  q«ito 
near  eaopgh  to  shoot  y4m«botb>  and  I  reckon  there  was  no  good 
season  vby  l^e  abo^dnt  do  it,  if  he  oould.  He paaaedne  going 
down — 1  suppQeo .after  yon  had  goneki^^f^-abootfilfyyardaoS 
«,n4  viaa  Xh^u  gowjg  it«  in.,  a,  6ipaj:t  jcanter,  towavd  the  viBage. 
If  t  had  been  mounted,  I  could  have  byerhanled  bam  as  he 
rode«.h9i  my  hi^«e  W|»  hidden  h«U«-«nile  off^  and  I  was  sna- 
king it  toward  the  bay,  wbeve  I  know'd  j^ou  had  gone  uk  As 
for  '  ^  Trailer/  I  lost  )m  tra^  y^nberday,  a^d  eonidn^  stop 
to  hnnt  it  iip^  being  |o  keen  afteor  DeTil  DidL'a* •though  fioom 
what  'fiaia^  teUs  in^,  a^d  what  I  know  mjw^f  it  nrost  haive 
l^een  bim  iwhp  shot  at  ji^u  thia  afternoon*  *Bram  sdys  'twas  a 
pi^l-bollet,  and  Bcunfoa  a^d  Devil  I>ick,  both  have  pistols 
and  i^othi^  el^  except;  perk*ps  4  knife ;  and  thene's  bean  no 
hostile  p^rso^,  that  I  oould  find,  apen  any  of  the  tradu  hece^ 
aboo^  in  the  last  tbxee  days.  0£  eotirse  thai^a  always:excepting 
tbe  visit  of  Captain  tnglel^ardt  and  four  of  his  Mounted  men  to 
Holly-Palei ;  bn|;  they  took  openly.  up»tike  main  nsadi" 

Sinclair  listened  to  this  naj^ative  with  close  attentioB*  inter- 
rupting It  only  when  he  desired  fulle^r  detaila.  in  segard  to  par- 
ticular facts.     Ballon  resumed,  and  closed  thus  s^-^ 

"I  pfished  afier  Devil  Dick*  ^^  I  nubde  anre  that  he  had 
crossed  the  biidg^v  and  had  gon^  into  ihe  viUaga.  The»  I 
turned  about  and. pushed  up  where  I  tbonghi  I  shonld£nd  you. 
But  I  thought  ithe^  to  ^vtake  awhile  <m  the  4ld  trail  of  firuwon, 
for  I  waajnbous  be  was  goii^g  to  give  us  .trouble  ;■  and  bd  it  was 
that  I  happened  to  come  upon  'Brami  who  was  crawling  e^rer  a.  leg, 
a^4  forgetting  him<M)l4  and  giving  a  grunt  like«ttold  hogareiy 
now  and  then ;  as  if  a  good  scojat  iiraan*t  alwa-yi  a  sSeaitlog*" 

"  I  hu't  [hiurt]  myse*f  on  de  log, (das  wha'  mekmergnmt ;  and 
ef  70U  bin  hu't  ypuseT  like  me,  Mass  Ballon*  I  reckon  yon  lay 
up  free  day  wid  gnuits  and  'flictions.'*  . 

J^on  didn:^;^9.^q^^i#,ftBft^ntjW.«IMHcfc4.  He  1 
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••  It's  for  you,  major,  to  eay  what^ii  to  bb  done*  -fliero'i  qo 
Miyifig  wlfat 'De^il  Diiftk^^  goM  «o  Onoigebnrf  fbr.  But  he's 
after,  mischief.  Ad'b  s  d^tfetti^  A^zAln^ehftt^t'*  6»Wfi  rangers, 
«M  B^^i  B^ttW»ni  bttt  they'll  j^M  ngtfitH  if  Ifigl^faardtni  let 
thein.  My  M(l0 is  tbat  he'&  gevte  toiMtke  terms  with  liiir  old 
captain,  and  that  he  expects  to  catch  you  here  at  Hbll^-Dale. 
So,  look  bili-^thiilt^s  alt^be  on  the  h>bk  «u^^ 

"  Bertha,  I  must  see  your  ftther.  Yott  and  Heary  tmst  noir 
r^titrn  to  fh^  fa^nse.    But  you  wfif  scaree  ne^d  any  ttot<e  sleep 

tlMliglir^t*   ^  '  i 

>  Thb  Wai  Mid  ATdhly,  dtid  he  M4)ked  bfi  uritfa  tbe  diikiiisel>  fai 
ttt«^it*e«li4)il>^«bo^We9!fng;'alid*theiir  parting  wordi  weve^ in- 
audible to  other  ears.  '    /  ^ 
•  •'Hin^i*^.ife»lifeto  theb6j'--"»t6  yoiiJWillittg  toAefdutyl" 

•«A)tylls*igrMiijot'WWlfe,f^yxitt.''  '  - 

••  f)<>  JWf  tooir  the  t)l«be  ^aHefl  ''Bull-fight  F<mi^  V 
1  "  ¥#»,  ^A^efy-ciypipes*  Wttnd  it^^ 

'*  Can  you  get  a  horse  by  sunrise  to-morrow  ■  «ttd' tillrter  off' 
tlMM;il|ttkig<^(]febdy  kMo^vbat^Bettha?*^         ' 

"  Yes,  I  can  do  it,  if  I  let  tiobody  know.  But  if  ftrtiier  or 
mother  gtes^d  it,  fhey'^dneinei'  stiffet  iti  ^They't^e  f<Mr  keeping 
nw-fttboyidwiiyi*.** 

«  Take  this  ring;  ride  thitibef  as  sodn  as  y^du  6an  in  the  Hiom- 
iflg ;•  y^n  wffl  Jprobftbljr find  the  ti«<>p8trf  8t  J^ientiiere.  Give 
him  that  ring,  by  which  he  will  know  titat  you'ceme  A*om  me, 
ittkl'tel  -kifav'lhiit  he'fttust  «se  his  spurs.  Let  him  eome off  with 
ytmy  anA  see  ll^M  he  hides  *way  in  thenr^d  on  the  opposite 
0Me  bf  tto  ¥o«^5uet  ftoriting  yotttiipper  avenue.  'He  will  know 
itiy  idgniil^  and" "when' he  Ahrivis  here  aind  puts  bimsetf  in  cover, 
tell  hha  U  'king  bxxt  his  'as  ag^^ed  t^:' 

The  brother  and  si^er  moved  (^ti^ftklyto'  the  house.  Sindair. 
Ittt'ked  aboht  Af^^geH  ef  the  tkla  wood  Whieb>lay  between 
hlfiiiitld  the  riVei*:  The  twd  scout^'kept  watch  on  the  thickets 
bel^W.  Slf6ti,  OaJ)*fciit  Ttiavifl  j6irt^  ottr  ftwtjior  tt  dragoons,  and 
i«ceiVed'fniNMP«€^e&^^s»  th^Ti0{»<y^«n^e^  by  Ballon* 

Ik  stAggert^hitti.  ..... 

•*'T1*9  i^u«fotiutt«te.'  It  will  t)recip9llite  ei^tits.  I  expected 
to  brdak  ii^ilih  htm,  and'  >^^9  preparing  to  Aefy  him.  To^uior 
Tffi^B*VtMM(t9i^  win  probably  enable  me^  to  d^tkat. 


o68  r»  #oii*TPiw. 

Tbe  otb^r  interrupted  bim# 

<'  Of  that  interview  be  can  know  aoihiog*  I  hf^f  Qo  reason 
to  eappose  tkat  this  6fQr  ba^  arrive4  At  aaythfaig  mot^  tban  the 
fAOt  that  we  bare  been  togetbetf  and  thai  I  am.  faarboved  a^ 
Holly-Dale.  He  baa  oi^j  xeaehed  me,  hf,  vau^ifi^ting  that  I 
would  be  here." 

"And  Inglebardt  will  fleek  you  heref  Qe  hatea  yout  and 
would  daatroy  yen  witboift  remonte." 

'*l  knew  it.-^  hut  fear  nothmg  fov  myself.  ,1  shall  be  pre- 
pared  for  Inglebardt  and  will  gladly  welcome  the  struggle  wkk 
him.  But  there  is  mei  whofd  I  am  loath,  to  peffilbaret  with  the 
cbimoeflrof  a  eenfllol  before  met  the -results  of  whlch^  ete  doobt* 
ful.     Why  not  defer  this  interview  t" 

*'  To  me  it  would/probahly  be  fiMl  I  To  saife  mjweK  I  aball 
have  to  fly — whither t  To  the. doubtful  seeuiitioft  -oC  the 
American  party.  Nol  not  unless  I  had  the  0m  gusuHU^  frsm 
the  only  hand  that  can  give  it  I  must  have  his  pledge.  I 
will  trust  no  other." 

"  But  can  you  not  put  yourself  in  hiding  until  the  i^pf^rtvii 
ty  for  the  meetiug  is  affw'ded  yen  1" 

*<  Tbsft  would  be  fata}  to  my  fortunes.  1%  iirould  be^efutv*- 
lent  to  a  full  confession  of  all  that  might  be  charged  egeisstoie* 
and  would  lead  to  the  confiscation  of  all  my  efiepts." 

**  Your  negroes,  might  le  mm  this  very, nights  '^tplm  will  take 
charge  of  them  to  and  aoross  the  Santeeu"      •   ^  , 

**  I  will  not  risk  thst.  I  know  that  BAwdon  with  his  twelve 
hundred  lueu  are  approashiag,  fvom  the  OongsreOr  I  .kiM»w 
that  Stewartt^  with  a  like  force  and  cojayoy,  ia  pressing  upfipcaa 
belowy  to  a  junctioia  with  Bawdoa*  Bie^weeu.tbes^  .armies  the 
risk  would  be  immense,  s^ice  they  necessarily  p^eelnde  the 
possibility  of  any  American  paiities  between." 

".Not  so  conclusive.,  Greene  is  in  full  pi^snit  of  Rawdoiit 
and  his  forces  consist  mo^ftly  of  mounted  infantry^  9umter, 
Washingtoun , Marion,  aud  I^>  workii^  "JMurt  at  tbiamom»i» 
are  under  oardsr^  for  c<H?p^(^tiou.  TheywlQ  onil^  and  force 
Rawdon  to  an  engagement,  with  the  odds  all  onomreide.  Bvt 
do  you  know  that  Gruger  is  pressing  down  fy<m  Kinel|7^x 
with. a  force  of  twelve  hundi^  also,  ttie  garrison  at  thati  plec^ 
and. ali.j&e  loyalists  of  the  regipn*  the  fl)en'elU'mewitod«end 
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lurdeMI  to  taJtt  thb  very  riMite  beiwaen  Ike  &akn  of  EdUto  1 
Judge  what  are  the  okaaees:  of  'safety  for  your  BBgroe8»  if  Gru- 
ger  ImAn  them  heare,  in^  laacne  from  loglehardt  that  yea  have 
abandoned  the  royal  eattsok" 

Travia  elasped  hit  head 'between  hia  hands, 

**  On  every  side  I  see  -die  danger.  But  Graf  er  is  not  here 
yet,  and  can  not  well  be  here  under  three  days;  and  I  will  not 
— ^I  dare  net— ^tmat  the  AaientoM  with  my  property,  natil  I 
have  the  guaranty  of  that  one  sig^oAtmre  which  alone  can  insure 
me  saisty.  If  it  eemee  to  the  WMBt,  Mi^or  8inelair»  I  can  al- 
ways buy  off  Inglehardt." 

''With  the  haand  of  your  daiigyerT  said  the  ether  indig- 
nantly. 

'<  Ay,  shr  1  and  a  child,  for  whoin  a  fathiar  haa  toiled  aU  hb 
Uia»  may  ^weil  m^ke  a  saerifice  in  Itis  behalf,  which  will  insure 
her  all  thidi.he  has  tailed  for." 

Sinclair  strode  the  ground  to  and  fro,  with  impatienee,.anxi- 
ety,  and  a  feverish  vexation,  which  he  could  scarcely  suppress 
fr6m  speech. 

**Gaptam  I'vavis,"  he  said,  ^isit.peaalUei.that  you  do  not 
see  what  yon  xeqiure  aie  te  pat  in  peril— -Ae  visry  destinies  of 
«beatrter 

"  I  can  not  help  it,  sir !  I  must  have  the  required  sedtoitaes, 
Keiie  othea  will  avail  me.  Bui  I  do  not  thiatk  the*  Inglekardt 
wiU  attempt  anything  seiaton*  He  knorara  not  what  we  knew. 
He  only  knows  that  you  have  been  with  me-^lhat  yen  are 
InrkiBg  about -^and  that  I  am  deilingi  with  yea,  and  so  agamst 
hansdl" 

•^  And  wBl  not  this  preetpitater  hia  aetien  r 

*'Kot  tHl  he  is  stronget.  Hm  foree.ia  asiaU,  and*  he  will  .ap- 
prehend from  Coultmn*\         t 

''Captain  Travisi  I  pledge  you. my  life  that  yon  will  receive 
the  req^nired -indemnity  wiAhont  neediiig  ^  pveaence  here.  I 
will  guaranty  it  Say  the  word,  and  I  desptfteh  Ballon  to  keep 
him  from  coming  here.  I  will  remain,  and  do  what  I  can  toward 
ipaoeavii^  laglehaxidt  in*  a  proper  manner." 

Snt  Travie  had  beooine'  dbgged  in. degree  with  hia  own«p^ 
.pndbenaiQna. 

"I  must  have  the  signature — the  certifioaito     and ^tben.  I 

16» 
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ca;i^  iK^  how  soon  ike  ifsneMionMSi"  £  fihuftthea  be  reftd^  for 
any'  oret-i*  Bat  i  knowtoO-^woll^'tiMt  iander  mereiet  ci  the 
whi^g  to  €)f«  loyidiBU  td  tmit  €tamx  ^ilhoul  writleii  seearii^^ 
which  shall  acknowledge  my  seryiceo^-^ow^  wkiie  &e  war  \m^ 
and  after  it,  when  tb«  reign  •of  ptencd  4dHtlltwitn6Ba> the  veeent- 
tuentd  of  sodetf  against  the  idodmailf  wwJ  I  mnet  kuist  apon 
the  orraagieiiient  or -nothing/'  .     . 

<<Beiti0O..  I  shallstrhmit'liie^Nftsto^hhnB^dMMigli  Iride 
all  night/    He  »hidl  detemma  for  ktOMelf.^' 

''  Remcoihery  Major  Biadain  how  rhtsuy^wtakB  ef  OhailMiiia 
citizens  lie  in  my  keeping !" 

''Do  tun  thteateiiy  Gkpiafo  'IVaTos^  I  knj^kire  yon  !^  was  the 
answer,  in  tones  fiill  of  disgust. 

<<tcan'i;belp-it,9i^.    Teli hlmiOI.*' 

'<£notigh;^  1  will  toll  him  all  itbat  it  is.pniper/iie  shoaU 
know.  But,  I  would  have  you,  as  ihe  fatiMP  e£  Bertihir  TniTta, 
forbear  a  kitguage  which  wenid  give  h«r  paaivaad  can  not  do 
you  honor/' 

"  Oh  !  sir,  I  have  survived  the  romantic  notions  of  yontk"  . 

^'Hoiior  atid'inagaaiiiinMy  are,.!  imat,  not  leas  th»»  virtoea 
of  agei '  Oan^  it  beveir^  that^  wder  mmj  oir^amiatanoety.  yea 
would  give  up  to  British  vengeance,  the  people  of  whaaa  yoa 
speak'f*''     ■    (•     • 

f*  i  tnnsi  ]iMke>UMtt,  if*  need  he^Ae  priae  of .«y.  dwa  MmamtfJ* 

^He«rdM!''^xelaiiBMd^Sittdaiiva(ndiiigawqr.  fia  sainted 
a  menent  atfter.        i 

«<Bir^Mri  Trnviih^I  wU  ieoowDbfticate  with  nny  piuuipal 
to-night.  He  shall  know  the  risk  which  he  is  require  to. «n* 
counter,  and  if  he  detilmifM*  tif  >iMtt  *yi(>a;JDl^  iio.  aU  Ami  I 
ean  to  «ee  th^e  b^  ^^kee^bot  aitffsii  If  yara  ii>illtciot  ttosi  w^e,  ks 
may  trust  you ;  and  I — I  will  put  my  thHt»  aader.Qod«  m  mjw 
eetti  aii4  my  <n^'  reaaufpes^'  Eaaaghi  fheB'-**^]  noat  .hasten 
from  ty«u<  Oii»  wofd  hfHotm  tr^e  pMi.  Yoii>Iha(ve  tfawge* fatal 
'pt^n  in  -toftty*". '  \ 
•    "i  bava!^'  ."..    .i        . 

"Let  me  give  you  a  friend's' coipiisel.  !£  there  ba  Mjaf 
yiaar  papers  in^tlMs  TiUageHkely'  to^  fbra  yoa  trevUe,  ^pdlop 
down  there  to-night,  with  all  the  secrecy  you  can,  and  \ 
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**  I  am  safe  in  that  quarter." 

"  So  mnch  the  better.  I  leave  you.  If  you  do  not  hear  from 
me  by  midday  to-morrow,  take  for  granted  that  we  withdraw 
from  the  meeting.     It  is  one  which  I  dare  not'  counsel  ncwr 

The  next  moment,  Sinclair  had  left  the  place,  and,  accom- 
panied by  Ballon  and  Abram,  was  recrossing  the  riyer  to  his 
camp.  There,  he  gave  covnmi^sjo^ito  hetH  which  were  to  be 
executed  before  morning,  and  while  he  himself  prepared  to 
Itiave  the  swaii»p|)|>r  a  ptpid^ride  ^twaidiriig  ncrtheast,  Ballou 
set  off  for  the  ford  with  instructions  to  seek  for  Coulter ;  'Bram, 
on  the  other  Imnd,  sped  away  tn  the  opposite  direction*, 

"  If  there  is  to  bfe  tf eachery  and  danger,"  said  pur  major  of 
dragoons  to  him,  '*  they  shall  not  find  me  unprepared/' 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  next  day,  Travis  received  a  slip,  jn- 
tiMftiog  tbjBM  ^ords  !*^ 

«*  Lei  Mbft/of  H.  D.  know  that  I  see  no  rettioft  to'  flepsfrt  fr6m 
owp  atmngiBneiil  as  ori^nally  wmkk.  J.  B.^' 

It  waa  enaugii.  Trc^ri»  dostV0y««t  the*  paptr  tA  Mon  tA  he 
bad  i%ad  it  Se  had  hwrd  uotbing  of  inglfe^t^;  The  day 
waa  ealm  and  briglirti  He  «Hd  'ml  ^A%y%  lAiMrt  h^  h«d  ti^ything 
to  &M.  IngtdMtvdt  wtts  noi  l]k«ly  to  ^^irry  hfrn^Mf;  'fie  dfd 
i»ot  reliak  ♦pen  denonstrattotw*.  H^  pt^etred  a  secret  policy, 
and  this  ^A^mj^  requires  ttia«w 

Wbere>  ne«ttwfaile*  was  Btmiair  I-*-  whevci  'B*8wt  and  'Bram  t 
Young  Henry  Travis,  toof  ihfts  golM, 'Uli0ai»pe<$ted  upon  his  mis- 
sioa— brare^  itnMtioms  boy^'spvednig  at  a  fttratt '  canter  in 
search  of  the  troop  of  Sii^Jottet)*'*  Allat^^t  work^  ftll  busy  to 
ofia  htA^  tlM  isfoeof  nidikb  iK  7^  de«^  hidden  benetrtti  the 
eleuity  ^e&l  wbkh  «iv6i'  hidw<^tbe-^oiA#fig«  daiWn.  They  are  all 
bns^^,  and  wi^  dh^feisTM  bearli  iM  iiti^pe^l  spirits.  But  the 
adverse  stars  are  working.  Their  enemies  at«  birey  also ;  as 
Kow  iriboitMatl>e  oi^nrise  9«^ihe  tMiiMl  atattngoirfsm  of  evil, 
bwig  tko  tmeinHsti^ptHrer  ^/^he  exeroise  of  gb6d  !  Oh  \ 
what  an  abtoiirdBtjr  were  yirtwe,*if  Vie«  c^od'irot  toiifronting 
Imv,  wMi  bllwk  aq>^t,  amdi  ^rpent  eunnkig,  and  hon^iH  spear  I 
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DICK  OP  TOniCT  0.\  Tin  CAR1>BT. 

• 

'*  Command  onr  preteat  inerabMt 
Be  muBtered  ;  bid  the  oaptnin  look  to  X    Now,  jir, 

What  have  you  drennied  of  late  of  this  war's  purpose  f" 

**  WVH  dip  jotr  for  a  season  T — Oymbeline. 

It  was  night  when  Hell-fire  Dick  fonnd  himself  in  Orange 
burgt  and  at  Ihe  entvau^e.of  tiie  wid^w^ Brace's  dwcflfc^. 

Oaptain  Ingleliardt  had  boftut  bua^  all  the  dmj  wtth  hie  taw 
racraitSf  preparing  for  a  reeommencement  of  the  duties  of  the 
fieldi  and  eapeoiltlly  f^ekiag  to  have  them-  in  readiiieM  f>r  the 
prospectiye  encounter  with  tbt  troop  of  Oboher.  His  scottts 
were  still  on  the  kiant  below,  aKmg  the  swimips  of  fidisto. 
Inglehardt  sat  in  his  chamber  seeking  solace  in  his  pipe,  wh^i 
the  door  opened,  and  Dick  of  Topbet  stood  before  him— wild 
of  asfect.  shaggy  ibaw^d,  wilh  tagged  raiment,  the  grhn  ptetore 
of  the  ruffian  and  o«ilav  thai  he  was^ 

It  was  soinejaiomeQts  bolSMre  the  captain  of  loydists  reeo^- 
uised  his  visiiter,    Wktn,  he  did,  he  said :  •— 

*'  What !  Yon !  Are  yon  not  afraid  to  show  yooraelf  here, 
Dick  t  Don't  you  ka^w  that  year  lilb  v  ledlritedt  What 
should  keep  you  ft^u  the  gaUow«,  fdlow«'if  I  Aeold  eall  In  a 
few  of  my  troopfurs  t" 

**  They're  not  in  oaUw^  distance,  eappin.  I  toek  Are  of 
that  afore  I  come  here*.  I  know  jest  where  they  keep,  and 
know  that  ef  'twaa  in  me  t4>  dd  etek  a  tkisg,  I  osnM  alarii  yen 
to  pieces  afore  yw  eoeU  aing  a  psakn.  lSh\  no!  I  Ml  nj 
way  all  along  as  I  come,  and  I  made  sure  thar  was  no  risk.  I 
am  too  old  a  sodger  to  trust  any  offiMr  in  the  army  with  my 
life,*' 

The  Goobiess  of  the  ruffian  might  have  alarmed  a  more  timid 
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and  less-prepiuped-fMtaoii  tlMui  Eiehmrd  ingMwtnit.  Be  mmplj 
cast  his  eyes  upon  the  pistok  that  lay  hifove  lun*  coftveniimt 
to  his  gMspi»  to  say  moftongof  therapiev  wfaieh  bad  just  b«en 
imfaiiddftd  from  his  lide,  anil  k»mi  agwust  the  pandi  of  tlwrfite- 
place.  To  grasp  either  would  have  been  easy.  Bnt  Inglehardt 
kneffrhis  Maa^  «nd  weH  eonoeiTad;  tiuit  rhe  narper  wMild  have 
shown  himself  but  that  he  had  a  bargaJif  ta:  drive  pramiirfiig 
some  advantages  for  any  favor  he  might  recaiae^  Beaidee,  he 
was  new  uiose.  isiwant;  of  ssch  a  peisoa  than  at  tha  prasent 
moDMnt*  and  halftfaaaiodfc  that-  the  deiril  bad  aaatlite  fbr  the 
pacalaar  emerg^ey/i  Still,  ha  w«»9iot  prepared  lo  admit  hia 
own  waota,  ortataiscordhia  fafvor  t«a  vaadily.  He  aaaarared  the 
mffian  in  the  same  spirit  whiob  prompted  his  first;  addreas. 

*'  Biascall  Yon'  have  at  leabt  loat  naoe  of  jomr  audacity. 
Rags,  wretchedness,  ataaV^tioi^  outiawirf,  noaa  c^f^iiaaa  seam  to 
bnmble  yon.  Yon  are  a  fool,  Dick,  wi^  all  thedenrUtha^  yon 
hMreinjaiu  AalDrakahing'm& ta^piaeaB,!  conld  blowyour 
brains  ont  before  you  could  lift  a^  £mgep.  Da  yau.  suppose 
Aat  hbM^m  my  ioM^  ia  iu  ld>e  woods,  that  I  Ibanra  not  ha^>  at 
bandT'  •     ■    •    - 

At  this  moment,  a  footfall  behind  the  intruder,  and  between 
him  and  the  door,  caused  htm  to  torn  hw  kaad ;  wiion  he  beheld 
aigaeatiali  ajifvlar  backwaodsman,  weapon  in  hand,  who  had  just 
entered  the  apartment.  His  presence  seemad  to  aaii&ni  In)|;le« 
hardt's  boast  of  succor,  and  ocoasMsad  a  doubt,  in  the  mind  of 
the  intruder,  whether  beiiims^  waa  secure.  In  an  insUrnt  his 
catUeau  de  chasse  was  flourished  in  one  hand,  *MP<hHe  ho  drew  a 
pistol  with  the  other. 

"ItfUbe.at  baax.fielit  fint,  I  itell  yau-*-*toath  aad  nail!" 
oviad  theoraffiandeaperaitalyy  and  irebeding'  obliquely,  so  as  to 
face  both  Inglehardt  and  the  backwoodsman.  Tba  latter  carried 
a  bayoBot  lit  (hb  side,  but  'be  seenad  4aken  all  aback  by  the 
^daattasa  af  the  ai&ir. 

**  Pshaw !"  said  laglebaidt^  with  quietsaom,  taking  vp  and 
tappk0bi6.BBii£r4)ox-»^'''yai^winatittbaafool,  Jael  Andrews. 
Do  you  suppose  if  I  wished  for  your  worthless  life  thatl  would' 
aoffairijwfita  atend fotr  »  aiomenl  ?  Put  ap  your  weapon ;  and 
do  you,  Brownlee,  take  yourself  cflF  for  a  while.  I  do  not  want 
vou."  '   ^      '  ' 


3T4  ins 

'  Bill  Cbrah«ln  ^m  oolna  inlrwn  Mov,  Mr«-~^" 
'  «W^btfctt«w*l*.^   ..... 
Bsovfilee  wms  redvtng^wkea  IiiglQbiivdtcidkd  kij»  back 

tot"  ■  '-  '•    •',-•■-• 

Bffoimi«e  weal  out,  «ad  Chrtlnm  thft  iMXiauMMafc  uam  jb 
'^$naihffip  stent  f (weaker*         .  • 

"  WeU. Graham."  : 

''  OopUdr'a  f^QfUBt  fiiv4  goM  up  and  acaoaa  Soalh  IBdiita.  Ha 
wont  j»aliiiaajri4Jtagn1^««'  H*  var4ihant€lietvilettoVttiIi 
night  afi)nB<]Mk#-w«s.tlieD}faaii  about  the  Pairttaklfaiiieii*,aftar« 
war<kpariMi off  for  OaaaM'B.  ¥tj  <a«d NatftoRft  boUfa Teport 
his  trog^.atilbairiaen  or  fifteen:  ipcoi/^ 

*f  S^wieoa  or  fifteen. men  I  We  oaniaanage  themt  I  'think. 
£bii!eyo»eiftbiaig  farther  to*De|iavl^<€far«kaaat^* 

>"  Notbhkgiriair.'!         <■  !•<  ... 

**  WeUi  gd  bebw,  and: qeanaln  vithfitewodafli.  LafaaU  prd^ 
abljr-^aUjwi^r  ai^ribile.^  • 

*' Ami  jtbeseidldwB.do  yotir  secntingy  «fip^^^  said  Dick  of 
Tophet,  after  the  other,  had  departed,  with  something  of  «o»* 
tieoipttiiihisispeoDh.'  .     '  ,:  "  i  t  .   h;-.  , .,  . 

"Yes.li    C4uld  ,3r«ud»- betters.  Diok  r  • 

<<  QonldB't  I  I^aadthaa's  '  tbe  Tvaikr'  withaaa^  wbo%  wettb 
a  4oa^Q<  af  ;skh  *Gfalijpfl/^ 

"Xbe  Trailer  1    P;r  yotftflMWL Bronaon ?" 

/'Jtwteol.   Bb's  wortb-ftidasi^of'^leBii'*      . 

«*And,i$h»imtb..jM)ttr         . 

"He's  not  far oflt" 

''Sa!  verTtrfoed.  .And  mhAt  hove  jibm  toaaif  fer^oitiiteE" 

'<  WeU,.Pve.gOt  ta«ajr  ibat  Ifm  mii^ify  btBmgrf,'  ndliwaot 
aome  good  >  filotbieb." 

f  Faitb'  jotu-  do, pyoa. hare  been  iellingia  this  tbriera  fer  » 
month,  I  fancjt  and  your  desire  is  to  be.  wcil  fbd^  asd-  Aaauntty 
idi4»  J^VyoA  n^lApl^tbp  better  in  Afl  ^|)e.'' 

I,  b«io'tH.fQt  tiiA  feaUttg  :4Df  I w>pa>  abentony  tutA  (thm^&pmf 
<M{ipin-*'  '  ...   ..I  ...'..'.   '  :f 

"  But  yottydeserTe  lit.  *  Ton'  axe  a  deseeter  &aai4be  ama  el 
biawiyesty*" 

«*  I  knows  it" 
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**  Too  hwfe  baM  wrvimg  in<tke  raiiki  of  Marion.*^ 

*'  Yes,  I  sarved  tbeoi  im  fliek  a  wa^  that  dbey  amda  tke  t;opo 
ready  for  me  on  the  Santeof  and  af  twxnit  fn*  the  -M  deril's 
UMiil'bilfM  I*d'  ha' been  tmi  up  to  a  •awtegiag  Inab,  without  a 
sign  of  a  jacket  on  me." 

"  Why  did  you  leave  naf** 

« 'Well  tliat  little  ilaoghteraig  Ubneto,  wbidi  vat  all  a 
haaeideail,  asl  nay  Bay^thekiOingof  oldChregsintaftdhis  wifei'' 

**  And  wasn't  that  enoagh  to  hang  a  dosen  such  fellows  as 
yourself  Ten  j^ltmdered  and  tiM]»iei*ed>  th«  people-  that gare 
y««  Mipperaad  a  b^d." 

**  Pi^,  ooppfaiv  that  aint  the  way  to  name  -it  The  M.  man 
swore  agin  me  fer  robbing  hhn/' 

"  Aad  you  <did  rob  him/! 

^''Twantno^vobtMryf  1  ^  took  li  liitle  «hati0e  of  dotfaes 
that  I  wianted,  and  that  he  hadn't  nmcb  ase  fi)r,  and  <ibere  was 
a  Httietnoaey  in  tke  pobfcgtBi  I  waiiiH  to  know  that  And  dM 
old  fellow  Bet  apon  me  like  a  mad^bg,  and  I  dawned  kun^" 

-"  Be  kad  no  weapons.'* 

"I  don't  ax  timt  qneatfon  wken  a  ftDolr  lakes  mm  by  die 
throat  «a|)pin'.^ 

"  But  the  wife — you  stabbed  her.^ 

*'  Well,  she  flew  at  me  too;  Thtfte  waa  Aem  two  upon  me 
one,  and  they  pulled  and  hauled  me  abtnt  as  ef  I  Was  Ikobody. 
Flesh  aiftl  Uoctd  c«/l'Sta«d  ev^rythktgi'^  * 

*•  Joel  Androwv,  flosh  and  blood  fiad tKidb deedaaa  jieava a 
hanging  matter,  etenin  waT'^itee.^' 

*<  WeH^'I  know  you  ain't  in-gwfae  to  hang  me  for  that  busi- 
ness. Why»  «cap|>ln,  Ifa^hi^  time  that  it  Waa  dean  fovget< 
ItVU'yMv  old;  bythii  ttete.^' 

"And  what  have  you  been  doing  since  in  the. way  of  burn- 
ing, and  tobbhig, '  and '  i^Mghterkig  t^ 

«'Welt,  eappin,  1  donTt  eare  to  be  talking  of  sieh  little  mat-^ 
tem,  Bjfui  thar^  iiid'use  fb^  It  Least  said^s '  soonesi  mended. 
Tott  see  m^  here  now,  Willing  to  make  up  and  jine  you,  and 
mAr^  the  king  once  more,  and  do  good  terviee.'' 

"  Ifntll  ydtt  run  ag^ita  f  Wo !  no !  Joel  Andrews,  diere's  no 
tmstfttg  you.    I'ni  aftiaid  you've  come  to  be  hung.'* 

'*  Met  this  time,  cippiti.    A  born  TMtnl,  like  myself,  ill  a  k«tln 
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too  useful  far  jon  now  to g ive  ktm  up.  'You're  »tw«nting  m^ 
at  die  bottom  ef  jour  loul,  tUia  very  ■Junto." 

^  You  are  a  bom  daril,  Aadrewa." 

'« WoU,  I  aia't  90  8«re  but  il'i  the  keMr  ibr  me,  niftriftiwi 
the  sort  of  people  I  bev*  to  sarve." 

**  The  father  of  lies  is  certainly  your  fibber." 

'•  Edaacklj ;  yet  I  makes  a  good  use  of  the  tmih  wbeAi  £  kin 
get  it.  I've  got  some  truth  now  that  you'd  like  to  kear,  eap- 
pin." 

*'Ahl  yw«re  to makiagtttrmsloByoiur  life,  Dick/' 
.  "  Not  so,  cappin ;  I'm  for  making  tarma  fi)r  sarriee*  aad  obk 
ployment^  and  a  handsome  paymtat.  I  knows  very  w«U»  the 
valley  of  what  I've  got  to  tell  you ;  andr  I  reckcn*  you  knows 
me  well  enough  to  be  sure  that  I  wouldn't  ha'  been  ae  quick  to 
put  myself  into  the  hAHer»  ef  I  hadn't  s^melihing  to  say  that 
would  apell  me  out  of  It  and  somethmg  m^re.  So^  jest  let's 
oome  to  themarvow  of  the  matter,  sight  awayf  and  jest  yon  say 
that  aH's  SfUe»  and  that  I  shiOl  hev'  a  little  of  the  king's  kine 
[coin]  in  my  pocket,  and  his  picture  to.  swear  by  in  the  jeanks, 
offtaud  so  duty,  and  IllfiU  yottr  ears  with  a^fi^agonJoad  of  in- 
telligence, sich  as  none  of  your  green  scouts  could  gatb^  fm 
you  in  a  year  of  Sundays.'^ 

^  Wett,  let's  hear  your  inl^igenee." 

«« b  it  a  batgaki*  caiipin  r 

'*  I  suppose  so !  Perhaps  you  won't  lia^g  this  timOf  thoi^ 
hanging  is^as  surely  yonr  doom,  Diek»  aftif  yeii'Wereboa'to  it. 
Still,  I  have  no  wish  to  play  Jaek  Keteh  for  you<'<' 

*<  It's  a  long  road  to  the  sea*  eappin.  I  don't  th^  Vm  to 
hang  so  long  as  the  old  devil  has  somethipg  (or  me  tv.do.  Mid 
that's  jest  as  long  as  I'm  in  the  sarvkoof  4reeppin  <tf  Mmfm." 

M  Don't  he  sanijy ,  Dick."  . .  y 

" Not  for  the  world,  cappin ;  but  aay  o^np md  dowo^  am 
I  to  hev'  the  king's  kine  again,  and  to  wear  tun  pietnr  t^'^^-lbat's 
to  8ay>  s'posing  I  have  somethipg  to  tell  you  now»  that  yon'd 
like  to  hear  better,  prohaps,  than  anythi^  else  that  a  ma« 
could  tell  you.  You  wants  my  sarvicos,  1  kaaw»  and  thair'a 
Ba£e  Bctmsout  the  Trailer,  as  good  a  sooot.^ui.  ever  atept  in 
mockasin,  betwixt  here  and  Tarrapia  S^vea.  Toa  wnato 
"'en  and  scouts  badly,  and  thou  there's  n^y  newn^  yon  know  " 
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'*  Well,  DMc,  I  can^t  be  too  havA  on  y<m,  and  if  your  news  is 
really  worth  MiyAing— •" 

''It>  worth  ererytbing.  ItH  pat  WiUte  Sindair  in  you 
power ;  and  if  ropers  the  word,  why  ye«  kin  give  him  ai  many 
ties  of  it  as  yon  think  proper.'' 

"  Do  that,  Joel  Andrews,  and  yon  shall  have  all  that  yon  ask." 

"  It's  a  bargain,  and  now  jest  yon  Hsien." 

Inglehardt  threw  himaelf  back  in  a  listening  attitode*  helped 
his  nostrils  to  a  morsel  of  Scotch  snuff,  and  motioned  his  ooow 
panion  to  proceed.  Diek  ef  Tepfaet  begatt  his  nmrrative.  We, 
who  already  know,  from  actual  obsevytation,  so  large  a  portion 
of  H,  will  not  need  to  hear  the  daborate  reeital  of  ihe  ruffian. 
We  shall  content  ourselves  with  abridging  his  report,  which 
was  sidfieientlyf  Aill>  except  in  those  portions  where  he  had  his 
own  most  vlllMonb  deeds  to  relate.  Of  these,  there  avemany 
not  known  to  us ;  b«t  these  are  not  eMentiiJ  to  o«r  slory>  and 
still  less  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  his  ruffianism.  We  shall 
begin  idthr  his  puMvit  of  Bhidair* 

<*  We  tracked  him  up  to  Tuikey  hill,  and  thar  we  lost  hdm 
How,  I  dont  know;  but  I  never  seed  the  Trailer  so  off  the 
scent.  But  we  guessed  whar  he  waa  aguine,  for  we  know'd 
pretty  much  that  he  was  a'ter  that  gal  of  Travk.  Well,  we 
scouted  -the  woods  aU  about  HoUy-DalOt  but  we  oo«ldn*t  find 
the  trail.  How-  he  did  manage  to  kiver  mf  hig  tvaaks  Ihar^  »e 
saying.    Bal  thar  ha  waa" 

''-HtfnseaaboaC' 

"  Well,  Ibar'a  no  traoking  a  boat  in  the  waten  «»d  ifs  hard 
pulling  one  up  stream,  though  an  easy  matter  to  go  dowvii  Bat 
knowing  that  he  would  be  thar — for  when  a  chap's  a^ter  a  gal, 
he'a  aft  to  stkk-  to  the  chase  *-  we  kept  beating  alnrnt  the  stamp 
ing-*gitmnd,  sate  to  hev'  him  at  the  last  And  we  was  BWom> 
both  me  and  the  TraMer,  to  hev'  thin  same  Wittie  Sindair." 

"  Why  were  you  so  hot  on  his  trail,  Dick  ?" 

**  Look  at  these  bums  here,  on  my  back,  on  my  hands,  on  my 
feet  Why,  I'm  in  a  sort  of  fiery  furnace  now,  all  the  time, 
though  they  ain't  hafe  as  bad  as  they  was  three  days  ago." 

•'  Yoa  don't  mean  to  aay  that  Siadair  bamed  you  thus  f  de- 
manded Inglehardt  as  the  other  displayed  the  soars. 

"  Well,  'twas  all  owing  to  him,  and     may  as  well  say,  right 


away/  ibai.ho  did  it  .'Tivfi«  1^  fj^t  «imt.of  l^  rppi^i  (li«&  1  luul 
to  walk  into  the  fire,  and  lie  down  on  the  ^hpii^  ]|%btwood.'' 

JBere  tb0r<mi]«Wfthlitte9  frerrwusly  MWre#^d  f^  aoeonot 
of  hia  mlieifttii  oa  the  Si^dair  Baro^^y,  wiu  oewf^^lted  to  boj^j 
Lis  deficiencies.     Inglehardt  shook  hia  head  gravely. 

**Ha»k  yw^  I)kk«  tk)<.i(i.i^  aertona  sM^ter*.for  70%  aboidd  it 
reach  the  ears  of  Lord  AiNwdon.  X)«  yoa  QQt  kofow  that  old 
Sijuelaif  ia  a  fri«ad  to  tka  reyiil  oaiiae,  and  iO'tii^^te  witik  Lord 
Bwwlottr 

WelU  I  didik't  ax  abo«t  aU  aiob  VftatAcaq,  wl^aal  j^OH^t  of 
the fottldaad  silver  at  jtba Swonf «  and  of  thew  hondvod go«ld 
gmMOfr  in  the  poekaia  of  WilUo  Sin^Mr  ^mi  h^  ia  qo  kiqg*f 
umni  as  jou  know*" 

«'  Ah  1  ka !  90  709  knew  tkat  WiUie  Stnchlir  bod  «  kmdred 
gvioeaa  ia  kia.  pookol  I  And  kow  did  you  kiiov;A«it  I  QMft 
ir«U  naderstead*  ao^«  why  you*  hairoi  boon  (umlips  bian  ao 
bUBdioaaMy."   - 

"  In  course,  thyar  was  reasou  ioir  it.  In  eofWOt  I  koiew  about 
thtt^iacuui^  and  bow  and  wbero  he  got  AemJ!* 

Hem.  be  bad  to  take  anoitbev  loop,  ond  90  hook-  oyer  a  ohaan 
iiti  kiofiiasBativo.  Tbo  bialory  w«a  gradaaUy'^uiifoldiAg  itaolf 
clearly  to  hia  amditiDr, 

^Bot  I  okaoH  tfill>  yoHOngr  HMro  of  thio.  iaittier>  oappin.  of 
yos'ro  not  ^ffutm  to.  fsmkti  me  safe*  .Xxm  talka  oa  of  you'd,  ber* 
to  give  me  up  to  Lord  Bawdon,  about  Ihai  Borony  oAlir." 

"  If  he  ever  hears  of  it,  and  looks  after  yotufiiekf  l-doft't  see 
how  rm  to^oacnpe  ^iviaig  you  up ;  and  Jboertainly  would  do  so, 
if  ka  sbcMdd  rofojte  il-^t-onion  ■" 

«<WcJU>wleiOivhoti?" 

*"  Whjy  mnkaa  you  took  the  kiat  bof<Nre  thOikolteirf  and  lonnd 
yoor  w«y  into  the  4wanifi«  and  forgot  entirely^  tkoA  the  prtovost 
was  waitiBg  fov  you'undor  a.treor  with  a  plougkitiofadaa^mf 
in  his  fingers." 

«  Ob !  I  aoe  T'— with  a  eb«eklo-^<*  woU«  I'U  kdd  it  aa  yow 
pvomisotkajt  Vm  to  kov'  a  hint  of  the  a'arob  wbonevor  tbeyte 
aguine  to  bog ia  UJ* 

in^lebardt  aoddod  kis  koad  with  a  snik,  and  Ofpain  took  sauff 

*  Well  a  nod's  aa  good.oa  a  wink  to  a  blind  konob  I^  aaft« 
ifliiod.-*Bo9  as  I  was  a«>telliag ; 
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AaA  lh»-««ltlinr  reMtted  kis^arratiTek  and  detaSoi  kis  unex- 
pettedrdiaeotery  of  Skiiekir^'m  l^tk^-taofearema  wHk  Travia. 
.   *"  And  tlMj^w  «Mdt»^,t«rai».to  naat  4<Mrofftow  M  H<^y-D4le. 
^  We'll  be  with  yom  ilnur/  aa^ft  Sinc]air>  *i»t  ibf«e  o'clock 
edzackly/" 

Inglehardt  listened  to  tbia  aUtemeBt  wMr  OBexampled  com- 
poatire.  He  iiapped:  U*  arall  q«ietljr,  M  tbe  reddened  noetril, 
aniled  comj^bcentl^  e«  >  the  mffiaa^  «ad  nftoCloDed  him  to  pro- 
ceed; tWttgb  ell  t^  while  e  legs^  apirit  in  hia  boaoM-^a 
ronaiBg  fnrj*-^ waa.  gpedfaig  Um  m'Uii  the  meiiifyieg  ecometion 
Ihel  Ttmk  Jied  ^MtnniMed  kita,  Md  that  be  mm  betvajred  to  hi9 
eftemy'  aed  i(iyal»'  Neitber  he  oor  Qiok  «f  Hepbef  o¥er  iJaacied 
that  tbe  fieviy  destined  to  aaeet  fnUk  Tvevia  mn  4o  be  u>y 
otber  than  Sinclair  bimaelf. 

Xnf^katdi/  aifted  'WeS  Uie  evidence  ofrthe  ,€«itlaw^  craaa- 
ezamined  bim  closely.  mtA  g^hlaned  fbom  bim  emearatttf  partieur 
kra  ejP  bk  paogre(»  and  difllBemtfjrir  wbdeh  need  not  be  again 
sq^entedt    He^^tapMly  foraned  bja  eerti*  plaaa  aabe  tistened. 

**  And  now,  cappin,  I  muBt  bev'  a.litllorveady'-inoiiey.  Leelc 
at  my  eb>die8.i  I  baw'tbafda  fntt-foed  foi^  a.wfek ;  and  ti$  for 
a  a«p  Afi  Jaaiaiaii*  the  aweefe  orittea  ia  a  ftiffoni  stranger  to  m  j 
lips."  . ! 

2ii.tfleiioefl  laglebardt  ae^  t90k  %  WUl^.^  wn  Inm  his 
closet,  pointed  to  a  g]#aa  and  bade^  the  other  help  bnaaetf. 
Tfaea,  asjMeh'draiibrbe  wrote  a  biUetwbieK-be  Iwided  him. 

«« Take  >tb««  te  Elhridge.  Yea  will  dad,  hm  at  Baltoaegar'^ 
He'will  provide  yon'with  cletbes.  Here ai^e-tKo  giuaeos.  .\J$e 
tbem  -s^aringjiy;  tbe  comiaedity  is  acarafi,  asid  wiJl  .be- scarcer, 
anlMa  wecaa  get  tbe  bandred  which.  S^lair  carries  in  hia 
pouch." 

*^Ah  l  I  don't  reekoB  he  carries  it  aboal?  wilb  bin  all  the 
time,  fie^htd  it  away*  I'm  ji]boiia»  whea  be  went  to  Torhey 
bitt'' 

"  Tell  me,  Dick,  bow  was  |t,  that,  batiag  bim  aayon  do,  and 
knowing  of  this  money,  yon  didn't  shoot  him  dofra  where  he 
fli^wbioiJie'. talked  with  Travis.  U  wonld  have  pleased  me 
quite  aa  W^b  bal  yen  left  me  aetbiog  to  do  in  thia  metier." 

This  #aa  aM  very  quietly  and  knildly,  without  the  sligbtaat 
ahcfw  of  peaafien  or  vindietiTeoeas* 


80  ttE^fOBAraas. 

**  Wonldn^t  I  her'  done  tt,  erf  t&ar  h$A  been  bee&  a  aeMit 
cbaiace.  Bat  look  kt  ihem  dirty  Ultle  piippie8*'-*'ea8tiiig  ■ 
pair  of  pidtok  ofi  the  table^*^**  and-sa^  ef  one  wofiM  be  ieiui- 
ble  to  take  a  risk  on  sioh  we*ponS)  at  ^een  paces,  agin  two 
men,  and  one  of  them  sich  a  man  as  Willie  Sinclair  T" 

"  But  yoti  have  yonr  knife  besidee;"  • 

**  Yes ;  but  it's  a  "word  and  a  bWvr  with'  Sinclair ;  and  iVe 
had  the  weight  of  his'  fiiBt  «pofi  my  ear  onee  a'raRdy.  I  tdl  j<m, 
big  man  as  I  am,  and  toog^  as  an  old '  alUgator,  1  weat  dewn 
under  hfis  fist  like  a  great  bnilock  oiidm*  the  axe  ef  a  bnteher. 
He's  a  most  powerfyil  fellow  in  the  gripe,  stnd  I  know'd  then 
pistols  wom*t  worth  at  over  five  steps.  Then  agin^  I  thongkt 
we'd  have  hhh  sore  enocigh  tOHEnrorrow,  ef  he  kdepi  his  woid 
to  Travis," 

**  Ajf  SO' we  may  have  him 7  aiid  I  trust  be  win  ktef  his 
word.    Yon  say  he  has  no  one  witSi  bin  I" 

'<  None  that  we  co«dd  ^t  the' wind  of.  fie^s  sartinly  got  no 
troopetv.  We  left  St  Julian  erosshtg  the  Sanlee  with  all  die 
com  and  cattle  be  could  ga^er  up." 

Well,  go  and  geft  jrour  clothes  and'  supper*  and  return  to  me 
in  one  hour.  I  'sball*  see  that  you  have  immediate  employment. 
We  must  have  the  Trailer  in.     Can  you  find  him  f " 

'*  Oh !  yeS)  itfter  a  tfign.  We  agreed  on  one alore  wedivided. 
Two  hours  will  htelp  me  to  pick  him  up." 

**  I  shall  employ  him  also.  Enough  fer  the  present  Away 
now,  and  supply  yourself.  Let  me  see  you  withita  the  bo^ — 
and — Andrews— see  that  you  keep  sober:" 

"  J^t  so,  ca|)i!ain,  and  ef  I'm  not  to  drink  out  of  doon,  I 
reckon  yoiill  not  think  it  onreasonable  ef  I  wets  my  whittle 
agin  afore  I  go." 

And  he  cooUy  helped  himself  to  a  second  and  very  potent 
stoup  of  the  Jamaica.  Inglehardt  beb^  the  ineasure  of  the 
potation  taken  without  any  apprehension.  He  knew  what  diat 
arid  soil  could  receive  without  being  flooded. 

Inglehardt  was  akne  in  his  chamber. 

'*  So,  Oaptain  Travis,  we  at  last  fully  understand  each  ether. 
Now,  at  least,  I  fdlly  un<tei'Stand  ymt.  You  have  embraeed  my 
enemy.  You  lire  now  my  enemy.  Pool!  yon  believe  that  nsbel 
"''m  is  to  triumph.    You  are  for  making  terms  with  rebelUon.    Yoa 
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would  secure  your  spoils.  Bat  you  sball  do  so  through  me  only 
and  at  one  price.  Bertha  Travis  shall  be  mine — she  shall 
never  wed  with  Willie  Sinclair.  I  will  bring  you  both  to  my 
feet,  whence  neither  shall  rise  in  safety,  but  to  satisfy  my  desires. 

"  I  have  you  now ! 

*'  Sinclair  too  in  my  power !  He  shall  die.  Why  didn^t  this 
rascal  shoot  him  down  even  where  he  sate.  Cowed !  cowed  by 
a  buffet !     But  the  game  is  still  in  my  hands.*' 

And  his  fHj^s  were  all  arranged  by  the  time  that  Dick  of 
Tophet  reappeared.  He  was  now  clad  in  the  dark  green  uniform 
ibced  With  ni,  of  tibe  corps  of  mounted  mngert  which  luglehardt 
commfiBdedt  Ha  ci^*ried  a  dragoon  aabve^  wilh  pistoh  of  kuiger 
calibre  than  those  he  bad  worn  befoi'e4  A  shaggy  cap  of  fur, 
too  heavy  for  the  season,  formed  a  part  of  his  equipmenl ;  and 
oap  in  hand— *  resuming  the  more  respectful  departshent  of  the 
soldier  to  his  superior,  be  waited  orders. 

These  were  given,  without  delay,  and.  he  was  despatehed  in 
lefit  than  half  an  hour,  on  a  mission,  which  involved  the  finding 
and  employing  of  Bniiison,  the  Trailer,  and  a  ftrtber  duty 
wbieh  they  werer  to  take  together. 

We  lute  not  yet  permitted  to  know  what  are  the  ,  plans  of 
Inglebardt.  They  must  develop  themselvea.  Eaodigb  to  know 
thai  he  was-subile,  eool»  oalenlating,  vigUanti  taking  no  Mst,  no 
respite,  while  the  game  waa  in  progress.  Be  was  busy  all 
nic^W  and  threw  himself  down  for  a  few  hours'  sleep  r.nly  when 
the  day  was  near  its  dawn.  His  forcOf  we  may  mexti#n«  widi 
late  additions^  bed  grown  to  ihirty  treepera»  all  tcdd. 


8^  THE  FOBIlTIBS. 


OflLAPTEB  XXXIIL 

ftMfLBS  AND  SUNSHINE — BLOWS  AND* 


'irtlti  fc|i(  .    )/• 


Th&'  game  of  imr»  tuilike  «httt  of  cbesBi  a&nit8  W^  ^/MfyUm 
ittterpoBitl^ii  of  fort«n«,  to  leare  skill,  however  atelNMn^'ftny 
Mcurit^  from  vtf^iBbitude.  It  was  n  wi^e  sapersUtW  of  €ylU, 
whieb  made  Mm  ascribe  all  his  SQ^esseB,  however  ^reat,  the 
eiei^ii^  ef  hi#  own  getiiiU)  courage  and  cautkm,  to  llie  ^vors 
of  the  fickle  goddess.  Thewieettum  will  always  thtisitiake  dtie 
allowance^f^  those  cafMne^s -of  foytune  against  vrkAth  it  is  not 
possible  fbi»  anf  foresight  toprorMe;  As k«  will leav^ sMlMig 
to^  Fate  wfvkh  cam  be  eneotintered  by*  jUgfnc^  and  prsoiaioiiyao 
will  he  rise  above  the  reverses  whieh  at%  apt  iMHflewft^ein  eondH- 
tions  eter  whioh  he  ean*  eiereise  no  oonitrol.  He  wMl  snfBer 
hims^  nieitk«ir  ito  Ibrget  his  pniAsnee  in  suceesb,  nor  sink  kAo 
despendeney  horn  flaitare.  The  '80«d  t&t  the  great  struggle  im- 
piiee  always  greit  eqnavtlniily  ^  temper  a«d  a  okeeirfhl  fortitude. 

The  "players  nt'  t&is  game  of  war  in  imr  kmiabltt  legend, 
Sinclair  and  loglehaflrdti  ka^e^acedtbeir^men,  d«f6ldi^  npoa 
their  game,  taeh^aed-tiM^tf^i^JMl'wi^innfAe  atttd  jtetikerato 
vision,  and  have  staked  very  considerable  issues  upon  the  re- 
sult We  are  to  understand  that  each  has  made  his  arrange- 
ments for  the  conflict  according  to  his  resources  and  his  beat 
ability,  and  these  have  been  put  in  motion,  in  accordance  with 
the  degrees  of  knowledge,  which  they  severally  possess,  of  the 
conditions  under  which  they  work.  It  is  not  the  least  difficult 
feature  in  this  game  of  war,  that  the  Jucii  are  so  rarely  to  be 
grasped  with  certainty  and  entireness  by  any  military  genius. 
Inglehardt,  assuming,  according  to  all  the  information  he  ooold 
obtain,  a  certain  state  of  things  for  Sinclair,  has  made  himseK 
in  his  own  notion,  very  sure  of  the  result.  He  has  omitted  none 
of  the  precautions  which  could  make  the  results  certain.     And 
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tlii9,  too,  without  .Hoy  open  dispUy  either  of  his  objects  or  re- 
sources. His  troop  has  disappeared  from  the  immediate  Tieintty 
of  Orangeburg^.  His  prepamlions  have  been  also  made  fW  his 
own  personal  dQpartuve-— at  a  certain  hour.  M«a|iwhile,  he 
surrenders  himself  up  to  apparent  jdleness.  He  loimgos  about 
the  house  o£  the  widow  Bruoe^ivith  an  anr  of  laaskade  wUbh 
seems  to  deprive  hira  of  all  his  energies.  He  expects  a  visiter, 
in  fact,  and  would  have  him  suppose  that  nothing  has  undergone 
an7  change  in  his  feelingn,  his  purposes,  his  conduct.  He  is, 
to  the  last,  a  creature  foil  of  stratagem.  He  is  plajing  his  game 
even  while  he  seeaiis  drowsing  over  it. 

And  what  is  Sinclair  about }  At  present  hb  is  not  in  Ae 
iield,  that  we  can  see.  He  has  eluded  our  vision.  Bnt,  know- 
ing him  as  we  do,  we  may  take  for  granted  that  his  game  occu- 
pies all  his  thought — that  he  is  soDnewhere*  in  some  quarter  ef 
the  field,  making  his  preparations  also — exercising  ^e  utter- 
most forethought — providing  against  possiliie  Ye^ersee^^bnng- 
ing  all  his  f^^ulties  to  bear  against  the  coming  neoesstt^.  He, 
too,  has  bis  atratagcius,  but  they  contemplate  only  single  objeels. 
They  are  not  complicated  like  those  o£  Ii^ehai'dt.  He  prefers 
the  open  to  the  dy  game — the  manly  to  the  merely  cunning. 
His  anxieties  ate  great— ^greater  than  those  of  inglehardt, 
since  he  hafi  a  :greater  stake  in  the  gane.  He  stakes,  on  the 
issue,  other  purposes  than  those  which  simply  affect  himself! 
Let  lu  eqppos^.  him  at  work,  as  he  ought  to  be,  and  leave  him 
for  the  present  to  his  seeret  opecntions. 

What  visiter  does  Ipgtehardt  expect )  Whom  does  be  de- 
sire to  delude  with  an  appearance  of  apalhy,  which  is  so  totaUy 
nntnie  to  what  he  has  done,  and  what  he  oontemplates  doing, 
that  (lay )  He  cont^nplates  another  meeting,  and  trial  of  wha, 
with  Travis,  before  those  revelations  are  finally  made  which 
sliall  strip  both  parties  ;of  the  mask. 

And  what  of  Travis )  He  has  risen  from  a  sleepless  eeuch 
full  of  anxieties.  He  feels  how  mnch  he  also  has  at  stidie,  in 
the  game  which  is  to  be  played  to-day.  His  night'«  reflections 
have  tended  greatly  to  inspire  him  with  the  anxi^ies  which 
oppressed  Sinclair,  and  to  make  him  feel  the  imi>ending  peril  to 
his  fortunes.  He  is  somewhat  touched  too,  by  the  reflection 
that  his  selfishness  has  been  exacting;  and  that,  in  holding 
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Sinclair  to  the  arrangements  fbr  the  intenrie'r  assigned  for  the 
afternoon,  and  under  threatening  circomstanees,  he  has  been 
innecessarily  tenacious  of  his  own  objects,  to  the  great  haaard 
)f  other  pacties.  But  a  life  of  selfishness  is  not  to  be  rebuked 
n  a  moment  He  has  been  a  hard  and  exacting  man  always ; 
mi  he  sifeaees  his  self-i'eproadies,  with  the  reflection  that  it  is 
too  late  now  to  amend  his  favlt.  That  it  is  now  impossible  to 
see  Sinclair  and  make  other  arrangements. 

But  his  reflections  hare  made  him  grave ;  and  secretly  they 
hava  somewhat  tended  to  the  growth  of  a  more  trusting  fidth 
and  more  generous  impulses  in  his  heart  Having  eaten  break- 
fest  in  silence^  he  orders  his  horse,  and  calls  Bertha  Travis  into 
his  chamber.  There  he  produces  a  little  tin  case  which  might 
contain  a  dozen  sheets  of  paper  folded  compactly.  He  holds  it 
in  his  hands  for  a  short  spa^e  in  sUonce,  as  if  doubtful  of  his 
purposes.  Bertha  gazes  on  him  with  anxiety.  Travis  was  a 
person  of  a  hard  nature,  not  easily  moved  to  exhibit  his  emotion ; 
rtill  less  was  he  given  to  show  any  despondeiicy  of  sphrit,  even 
in  moments  of  reverse  and  disast^.  The  unusual  depression  of 
mood  under  which  he  labored  had  arrested  the  anxious  atten- 
tion of  both  his  wife  and  daughter  while  he  sat  at  taUe.  This 
depression  was  now  so  much  more  decided  that  the  girl  could 
not  forbear  referring  to  it,  aad  asking  the  reason.  He  answered 
her;— 

<'  I  am  about  to  ride  down  to  Orangeburg,  where  I  trust,  in 
one  hour,  to  finish  all  the  business  I  shall  ever  have  with  Bicfaard 
Inglshardt  and  tlie  Britisli  commissariat'' 

**  I  am  so  glad,  father." 

**Yet  something  depresses  me.  Bertha — something  like  a 
presentiment  of  eviL  I  must  go.  This  is  the  day  fbr  my 
monthly  closing  of  accounts,  asd  I  must  not  be  absent  tmm  mj 
post,  lest  it  lead  Inglehardt  to  suspicion.  You  know  enough  to 
understand  that  he  has  cause  of  suspicion.  You  know  him  too 
well,  aad  his  objects,  not  to  understand  that,  with  him,  to  suspect 
is  to  watch,  and  follow,  and  if  need  be,  strike.  In  brief,  I  am 
not  sure  of  my  ground,  and  events,  of  the  highest  importance, 
are  ripening  to-day,  which,  if  saccessl^l,  will  rdieve  me  of  kirn 
— relieve  me  o£  many  anxieties  besides — and  relieve  me  of  aB 
future  connection  with  the  British  army.    As  a  matter  of  course. 
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1117  fotore  hope  mmt  depend  upon  tlie  success  of  the  whigs* 
It  k  due  to  ntjself^  my  child,  to  Msure  yoa  that  mj  present  de* 
oision  has  been  mainlj  taken  beeaose  of  yovet  reladons  with 
Major  Shiclair.  But  fbr  these,  I  should  merer,  perhaps,  irntfl 
too  late,  have  had  my  eyes  opened  to  the  rights  of  the  Ameri* 
can  eaase,  and  to  its  probable  success.  The  desire  to  «ee  you 
happy,  with  a  man  whom  I  honor,  as  mnch  sof  ytm  loYe»  has 
unsealed  my  vision,  and  taught  me  better  lessons  of  my  country. 
It  is  probable  that  Inglehardt,  whom  I  have  long  baffled,  is 
partly  the  possessor  of  my  secret  policy.  I  would  save  ydu 
firom  him,  even  if  I  should  not  save  myself;  for  his  is  the  Tery 
soul  of  treachery,  and,  I  may  find  myself  in  his  grasp  at  the 
very  moment  when  I  flatter  myself  I  am  wholly  out  of  it 
Now,  I  wish  you  to  pledge  me  solemnly,  whatever  shall  happen 
to  me — no  matter  what  you  liear^^no  matter  what  my  situa- 
tion, that  you  will  never  marry  him  /** 

The  girl  smiled  as  she  replied  :-^ 

**  Surely,  my  Either,  that  needs  no  pledge-^no  s<^ems  prom- 
ise. I  know  no  being  whose  presence  I  so  much  loathe,  as  tiiat 
of  Richard  Inglehardt/' 

•*I  believe  it— *I  know  it;  and  I  know  that,  wHh  k  free 
ehoice  left  you,  there  coiild  be  no  danger  that  you  woukt  ever 
place  yourself  in  the  power  of  so  eold-^blooded  and  selfish  a  tyrant 
But  you  may  not  be  allowed  a  ehoice*  There  may  be  sitna- 
taoos  in  wkieh  yeu  may  be  placed,  in  which  you  may  deem  it  a 
duty  to  sacrifice  youfself  for  others— *  sacrifice  your  own  heart — 
for  others ;  for  a  father's  life,  for  example." 

**  Oh !  surely,  my  dear  father,  there  is  no  danger  which  now 
threatens  yen." 

^'No!  perhi^s  not!  Danger,  nol  None,  at  Teast,  which 
does  or  .can  do  more  Uian  threaten.  But  who  is  secure— ^  who 
can  be  secure-^  at  such  a  time  as  this,  and  in  tibe  present  con- 
dition of  the  country  i  Danger  is  all  abont  us,  more  or  less 
threatening  of  aspect  We  are  between  two  fires.  Tliere  are 
two  great  combatants  in  the  field,  both  insisting  upon  our  alle- 
giance, both  able  to  hurt,  neither  quite  strong  enough  to  protect 
us.  In  such  CMOS  the  wise  man  takes  all  the  precimtions  that 
ho  can,  and  with  the  best,  still  fsels  that  his  prospect  ij  eveiy- 
where  clouded  witb  uncertainty.     We  are  in  a  perilous  con- 
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jtmetnre  now,  and  ^reai  eTMite  are  pending,  in  wfaieh  ome  ol 
the  skips  mnet  ge  down.  Which  ?  I  hta^  endeaTored  to  steer 
my  way  in  safety,  more  wkb  regard  to  my  funilj  than  mjedH 
I  have  determined  now  upoh  a  eoarse  which  involyes  msdi 
uncertainty ;  a  conrse  which  ninst  make  tiiis  man  Inglehardt  a 
decided  enemy." 

^  He  is  not  your  friend  now." 

^He  is  no  man's  firiend;  but  there's  no  stnfe  between  ns; 
we  are  on  terms ;  but  snoh  oniy  as  belong  to  seifisk  objects. 
He  finds  me  «seM — would  make  me  profitable-— «ims  at  yovr 
hand— or»  rather,  at  the  Ibrtuae  which  he  supposes  yon  will 
inherit.  But  I  should  writhe  in  my  grave,  Bertha,  did  I  know 
diat  he  were  the  possessor  of  eithei /' 

'*  Nef^er  lear,  dear  fiather !     I  loathe  and  detest  him." 

*^  Yet  wemen  hare  been  compelled  to  marry  Uie  Tery  ebfect 
of  their  loathing." 

"  Never  shall  the  case  be  mine." 

^  Bemember,  Bertha,  I  hold  this  as  your  sokmm  pledge,  as  it 
weflpe  above  the  grave.  I  shall  expect  yon  to  heep  it  whatever 
may  happen.  Whatever  you  hear  —  if  tidings  are  bronght  yon 
that  I  am  inihe^  hands  of  tny  enemy --^ in  chains — threatened 
with  d^ath'^a  sudden  and  a  shameM  doom— 'nay,  should  yen 
get  a  letter  from  my  hand  requiring  yo«  to  wed  with  Riehafd 
Inglehaivlt,  as  the  price  of  my  life  and;  safety*— heed  it  not  I 
Be  sure  that  it  is  a  forgery,  or  that  it  has  been  wrang  firom  me 
by  tortures  which  have  left  me  incapable  of  a  true  thought,  er 
an  honest  desire." 

**  Oh !  my  fotber,  why  eonteive  these  l^batful  things  V 

"  No  matter !  You  will  heed  and  obey  my  present  wishes. 
Ton  wiU  eiing  to  the  pledge  you  make  me  now..  You  will 
never  wed  with  Ingldiardt.  Nay,  so  soon  as  Sinclair  asks 
your  hand,  promise  me  to  give  it  him.  I  could  die  cheerfully 
to-morrow  were  I  sure  that  you  were  his  wife,  and  sa£»  in  the 
honor  of  bis  name.    Do  I  have  yomr  promise.  Bertha  t" 

**  Dear  father,  it  is  easy  to  make  it  My  heart  has  Icmg  been 
his — his  wholly." 

'^Enough  i  It  is  your  jdedge  to  me  at  a  moment,  Bertii% 
when  I  may  be  speaking  to  you  £rom  the  giaare." 

'*  Do  not  entertain  such  gloomy  thoughts.^ 
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"I  am  no  longer  a yonng  man.  I  am  engaged  in  perilous 
dtit^rprises.  I  have  fearRil  enemies.  Even  nbw  I  ride  to 
Ottingebtirg  to  meet  with  Inglehardt.  His  policy  is  not  easily 
fathomed.  He  feels  that  yon  hate  him.  Be  knows  that  t  do. 
If  he  snsi^ects  thdt  I  am  ahont  to  free  myself  utterly  from  hin 
control,  it  is  difficult  to  kay  what  he  will  not  attempt.*' 

"  Why  go,  then  1  why  pnt  yourself  ihto  his  power  1  'why  not 
at  once  johi  Willie  Sinclah*,  and  let  us  dll  fly  across  this  Santee 
— now,  this  very  day,  this  hotfr  V* 

**  Easier  said  than  done !  No !  I  must  see  through  this  day 
here,  on  the  Edisto — close  it  if  possible  at  Holly-Dale.  To- 
morrow— hut  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  Here 
is  a  letter  to  Sinclair.  Take  it  and  this  case.  Should  I  fail  to 
be  here  when  Sinclair  arrives,  give  this  letter  and  case  into  his 
bands.  He  knows  what  to  do  with  them.  Your  mother  has 
my  instructions  also.  She  will  pat  everything  into  his  hands 
shonld  I  fail  to  appear  at  the  appointed  hour.  Keep  these 
safely  and  secretly,  attd  about  you.  Do  not  leave  the  house. 
Say  to  Sinclair  that  I  leave  everything  to  him,  arid  havfe  here 
given  him  the  best  prooft  that  I  confide  hi  the  maghanimity  bf 
the  person  he  will  bring  with  him,  to  procure  fot  my  family  the 
safety  which  1  seek  for  thiem;  and  now,  my  child,  one  kiss — 
one  embrace — and  leave  me  awhile  with  your  mother.'' 

The  girl  threw  herself  into  his  arms — threw  her  arms 
about  his  neck,  and  kissed  and  clung  to  hirii  fondly. 

"  Wliere'B  Henry  V*  he  asked.  **  I  have  not  seen  him  this 
morning." 

'*  He  has  gone  on  a  mission  for  Willie.  He  went  by  daylight 
this  morning." 

"  Up  or  down !" 

"Up." 

"Kiss  him  for  me.  Bertha.  Love  him  well!  I  would  like 
to  liave  clasped  the  boy  once  more  to  my  heart." 

And — strange  sight  to  Bei-tha — the  big  tear  grew  and  glis- 
tened in  the  eye  of  the  hard  and  otherwise  selfish  man.  Hers 
were  streaming  freely.  Once  more  he  kissed  and  embraced  her 
wfth  a  nervous  fondness,  then  gently  pusded  her  away. 

"  Now  go  and  send  yotir  mother  to  me.** 

With  a  sndden  impulse  the  girl  once  more  threw  her  armfe 
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mtmmA  her  fttWt'*  aed^  < 
tlMTA^  M  if  femi^  t0  tnut  kndf  to 
4«nl7  «o4  left  the  dumber  in  rilrwre 
pl«e4  wjui  Mpplied  bj  ber  sKidier. 

Tlie  btMbaiMl  |Mit  bi*  «nM  afiectknat^  abovt  bk  w^  diev 
her  Up  bin  hoiKmtf  and  looked  esmestlj  and  tendeilj  in  ber  £Me. 
The/  bad  (/een  wedded  neaiij  tbiitj  jears:  the  aDiaDee  be- 
iweeo  them  bad  been  one*  wbieb.  In  spite  of  bis  bard  and  selfish 
nnintH,  bud  been  productive  of  a  certain  and  eqnal  d^ree  of 
felicity -"perbapi,  in  as  gr^At,  as  is  ordinarilj  shared  betveen 
nmrrii*^]  people  who  imlalge  in  no  extravagant  expectations 
from  life*  or  frotn  bumaii  aiTections.  She  knew  his  frailties,  but 
he  hoi]  heett  faithful  to  her.  He  had  been  an  indulgent  hna- 
bstid  and  a  kind  father.  His  evil  aspect  had  been  osuallj 
ttifiifid  away  from  his  household. 

"  Lucy/'  lie  said,  *'  1  will  not  distress  you  by  a  repetition  of 
our  conference  last  night.  You  know  the  nature  of  the  dangers 
which  I  Apprehend.  You  also  know  that  I  can  not  well  avoid 
to  rncot  them.  If  I  face  them  boldly,  they  may  lose  their  char- 
aotor  of  danger.  If  I  skulk  them,  they  become  decidedly  a 
peril.  But,  no  more  of  this.  Anticipating  the  worst,  I  have 
coiiio  to  the  Qoticlusiou  that  you  must  fly  to  the  Santee«  to  my 
sisttu',  tlie  moment  that  you  discover  that  anything  has  bap- 
pt^nnil  to  uio.  Should  I  fail  to  return  to-day,  you  must  prepare 
tVn'  Immodlato  flight.  Sinclair  will  see  to  the  arrangements; 
at  all  events*  soo  to  hurrying  away  the  negroes,  under  a  proper 
escort.  Wo  may  trust  to  his  honor.  More  :  it  is  my  wi^  that 
his  marriage  with  Bertha  should  take  place — if  be  is  willii^ — 
as  soon  as  you  can  learn  tliat  I  am  b  bonds  or  danger  fron 
IiigWhardt«  W^re  I  sure  of  tliis  marriage,  I  should  be  better 
reconciled  to  every  danger.  But  I  trust  everything  to  Sinclair's 
honor  and  diM^tt'tion.  He  has  both  in  eminent  d^ree.  He  is 
geneixHis  and  noide.  His  conduct  has  shamed  mine,  and  I  bave 
\\\  deploi^  that  it«  eflV^t  was  too  slowly  ielt  to  enable  bm  to  save 
hnn  the  |>ei)l  which  now  threatens  both  of  ns  equally.  Tbe 
Mw^ke  whkh  places  me  at  the  fc>ot  of  Inglebardt,  wiD  be  one 
>i^hich  >fviU  descend  at  the  same  moment  upon  bk  bead.  Aj, 
a^  upoH  the  b^^ad  of  another^  wboee  peril  I  treBdsle  to  tlodc 
im^eviv    B«il  Sinclair  is  ferewaraed,  and,  I  irasi,  i 
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all  events,  he  is  vigilant — a  man  of  great  precautions — and,  1 
am  in  hopes,  of  resources  adequate  to  the  present  exigency. 
There !  I  have  told  you  all  that  I  now  need  to  say.  Kemem- 
ber,  you  are  not  to  delay  in  what  you  do,  in  the  indulgence  of 
vain  fears,  or  as  vain  anticipations,  touching  my  fate.  The  mo- 
ment you  find  me  missing,  that  very  moment,  if  possible,  carry 
out  my  instructions.  Send  off  the  negroes,  and  fly  yourself 
with  our  children.  In  my  letter  to  Sinclair,  I  have  declared  to 
him  my  wbh  that  he  should  marry  Bei*tha,  without  delay,  if  the 
proceeding  conflicts  with  no  earnest  necessity  or  important  pol- 
icy of  his  own.  And  now,  my  wife,  we  part !  God  bless  and 
keep  you  safely,  whatever  fate  may  befall  me !" 

The  stately,  and  we  may  say,  the  noble  old  lady  was  sensibly 
touched.  The  present  attitude  of  her  husband  ennobled  him'. 
He  was  behaving  generously — far  more  than  was  his  wont — 
far  more  than  we  can  well  conceive  from  the  few  facts  which 
we  have  arrayed  in  this  narrative  by  which  to  illustrate  his 
character; — generously,  in  a  readiness  to  sacrifice  himself  for 
bis  children,  at  a  moment  when  he  might  possibly  save  himself, 
by  their  sacrifice.  His  heart  was  not  wholly  the  home  of  self- 
ish passions. 

A  brief  twenty  minutes,  perhaps,  were  consumed  in  this  in- 
terview between  the  father  and  mother,  when  he  emerged,  com- 
posed seemingly,  from  the  chamber.  A  fond  and  lingering  look 
he  cast  about  him  over  the  fair  fields  and  old  groves  of  Holly- 
Dale.  The  place  never  looked  so  beautiftil  before.  It  seemed 
the  very  home  of  peace*  Then  he  quietly  mounted  his  horse, 
and  turned  downward,  for  the  road  to  Orangeburg. 

He  was  gone  firom  sight  in  a  few  moments ;  and,  sadly  ap- 
prehensive— for  he  had  imparted  his  own  presentiments  to  both 
wife  itnd  daughter  —  they  watched  together,  for  long  and  in 
silence,  over  the  route  which  he  bad  taken. 

He  pursued  his  way  to  the  village  without  intemiption ;  pro^ 
ceeded  to  his  room  at  Baltezogar's,  where  he  kept  his  office,  and 
where  he  destroyed  his  papers,  such  as  ho  did  not  think  proper 
to  preserve.  These  he  stuffed  into  his  pockets.  Of  course,  he 
was  private  in  his  office  when  these  duties  were  performed. 
Soon  he  had  visiters,  and  some  that  he  knew  were  only  spies. 
He  mec  them,  and  baffled  their  inquisition  with  a  calm  visage. 
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and  tbe  resources  of  a  cool  brain  and  a  ready  mind.  Ingie 
hardt  knew,  meanwhile,  of  his  arrival ;  knew  of  his  visiters; 
guessed  at  bis  secret  employments,  and  smiled  at  his  progress. 
He  knew,  too,  that  Travis  would  be  with  him  in  the  course  of 
the  morning — an  hour,  perhaps,  before  he  was  prepared  to  re- 
turn to  Holly-Dale.  Inglehardt  waited  with,  the  exemplary 
patience,  but  vigilant  eye  of  the  spider,  who,  in  his  hole,  sees 
the  fly  circling  or  loitering  about  the  distant  meshes  which  he 
has  stretched  around  him,  unsuspected,  in  all  directions. 

"Keep  him  in  sight!"  was  his  simple  command  to  all  his 
agents.  He,  meanwhile,  showed  himself  quite  at  ease ;  lan- 
guidly lounging  ip  his  oaken  chair,  in  loose  trousers,  and  a  linen 
morning-gown,  his  pipe  well  replenished,  sending  up  occasion- 
ed curling  plouds;  head  thrown  back,  and  heels  upon  the  table. 
His  eternal  snuff-box  lay  at  hand,  open,  ready  for  use  when- 
ever he  should  have  a  companion.  He  was  thus  habited,  and 
posfid^  when  Travis  sought  him,  which  he  did  about  twelve 
o'clock. 

"  Ah  !  my  dear  captain,  how  are  you  ?  And  how  is  that  ex- 
cellent lady  Mrs.  Travis — and  how  is  the  fair  creature  of  my 
constant  thought,  your  daughter  ?" 

Thi^  was  said  drawlingly,  with  a  languid  smile  upon  the 
speaker's  lips,  and  an  air  of  the  most  perfect  complacency. 

"  D — d  puppy  !*'  w^is  the  self-spoken  feeling  of  Travis,  who 
ye(t  replied  quietly  as  if  totally  uni-uffled : — 

"  Pretty  well ;  Ailittle  oppressed  in  this  hot  weather." 

"It  is  growing  terrible.  I  can  hardly  endure  it,  I  am 
dreaming  nightly  of  a  siesta  upon  an  iceberg.  No  breath  of 
air  here  l^t  night.  I  am  in  the  wrong  chamber.  I  must  cer- 
tainly see  Bruce  to-day,  and  get  another  room.  A  sleepless 
night  is  followed  by  a  drowsy  day.  I  am  not  well  awake  this 
morning — have  done  nqthing — can  do  nothing.  Yet,  I  have 
-enough  to  do.  I  ought  to  be  stirring  to  see  after  that  rebel. 
Coulter.  Yet,  the  very  idea  of  marching  in  this  hot  sun  is  ter- 
rible.   By  the  way,  do  you  hear  anything  of  the  fellow  t" 

"  Not  a  syllable  I" 

"I  fan.cy  ho  has  gone  toward  the  Savannah.  Yet  I  can 
gather  no  intelligence.  I  must  certainly  be  moving,  yet  dare 
not  with  my  awkward  squad,     I  must  get  these  ungainly  fel- 
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lows  iuto  something  like  military  order,  before  I  can  Bopc  ti 
make  a  successful  dash  with  them.     In  a  week,  perhaps — *' 

Here  he  paused,  and  stirred  his  pipe  and  replenished  it. 

"He  talks  too  frefely;  all  at  once,**  was  the  thought  of  Travis. 
"He  means  nfischief.*'  But  he  said  notliingto  thiseffect;  bare- 
ly asked  after  tlie  news,  and  responded  in  sympathy  to  his  com- 
panion's complaints  about  the  weather;  and  then,  practising 
after  Ingleharflt's  subtle  fashion,  he  added  :— 

**  I  dread  the  thoughts  of  taking  the  sun  homeward  at  my 
usmil  h6ur,  anft  shall  probably  stay  till  the  cool  of  evening.'* 

"Bight!"  said  Inglehardt.  "I  shouldn't  be  persuaded  to 
that  ride,  oi  stich  a  day  as  this,  for  a  hundred  guineas.  I  am 
half  dead  with  the  heat  in  the  shade — here  even,  where  you 
see  there  is  an  eastern  exposure.     But  what's  the  hour  t" 

"  iVelve  by  the  sun !" 

"  fieavens !  and  I  am  hardly  awake !  and  can't  wake.  You 
see  my  deshahilU,  What  is  to  be  done  t  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  do  anything  till  evening ;  yet  my  ragged  rascals  ought 
to  be  seen  to." 

"  Where  have  you  got  them  ]" 

"  Somewhere  in  the  woods.  I  left  it  all  to  Fry.  The  little 
rascal  is  a  sort  of  salamander  —  don't  mind  heat  at  all — rather 
loves  it,  I  think.  Last  night,  I  found  him  dancing,  with  a 
dozen  women  in  the  camp,  to  the  mnsic  of  the  old  fiddle  of  Gato 
Casack." 

"  Has  that  old  African  turned  up  again  t" 

"  Yes  !  Heaven  knows  where  he  has  been  for  the  last  six 
months.  But  thei*e  he  was  last  night,  lively  as  ever,  sitting 
upon  the  end  of  a  whiskey-barrel,  and  going  *  the  Black  Joke' 
at  race-hotse  s{>eed,  while  Fry  was  leading  off  with  the  fattest 
and  yellowest  sandlapper  of  a  woman  I  ever  saw.  Where  the 
women  calme  fi^m,  all  ot  them,  I  can  not  guess ;  but  there  they 
were,  merry  as  monkeys,  if  not  quite  so  active,  sweating  away 
their  ill  humors,  in  a  motion  that  almost  overcame  me  with 
horror.     I  perspired  at  the  viery  sight  of  their  ftiry." 

•*  I  thought  Fry  too  severe  an  orderly  for  such  indulgences 
in  camp." 

*•* He  is  strict  enough  on  drill;  but,  as  he  says— *\vhai*s  to 
be  dnue  ^     I>riir8  over;  J^vnger's  distant,-  we  must  keep  the 
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fellows  in  a  good  humor !  When  I  asked  him  where  the  women 
came  from— -he  answered,  pertly  enough,  '"Why,  captain,  we 
all  think  ^om  heaven,  since  they  make  ns  so  happy  while  thej 
stay  !'  Happy  in  a  sweat  and  stew ;  for  I  fairly  felt  myself 
steamed  to  faibtness  in  the  spectacle.  Faugh !  I  sweat  wkii 
the  remembrance.  But  the  exercise  was  not  a  bad  one  for  the 
troop.  Let  them  complain  of  heat  on  duty  if  they  dare!  I  did 
not  discourage  them,  but  sent  them  the  materiala  for  a  bowl  of 
punch,  and  left  them  happier  than  ever.  Fry  telk  me,  this 
morning,  that  they  kept  it  up  all  night  They  ar^t  of  course, 
fit  for  nothing  to-day." 

"  Now,"  thought  Travis,  **  this  is  all  a  lie — a  mere  invention 
— meant  to  blind  me,     I  don't  believe  a  word  of  it." 

But  he  expressed  himself  very  differently. 

"  Faith,  it  must  have  been  a  curious  sight.  Such  a  night  too. 
Where  the  d — ^l  could  these  women  have  come  from  I  Not  the 
village?" 

'*  No !  not  that  I  know.  They  looked  like  nobody  that  I 
had  ever  seen.  Yet  they  seemed  to  know  me.  But  foul  weather 
brings  out  very  strange  birds.     You  say  it's  twelve  1" 

"  Yes !  it  was  just  twelve  when  I  came." 

"  Let  us  have  some  punch,  Travis.  Nothing  like  rum  punch 
for  hot  weather.  Come,  you  do  the  thing  better  than  I,  You 
have  the  knack  of  it.  Make  a  good  stoup  for  us  both.  I  would 
drink  anything  which  would  put  a  little  more  life  into  me.  I 
have  no  more  energy  in  such  weather  as  this,  than  a  snake  in 
December." 

Travis  made  the  punch,  and  drank — but  he  observed  thai 
the  other  only  tasted  the  beverage,  for  which  he  had  expressed 
so  much  unctuous  appetite,  and  set  it  down  beside  him.  He 
took  snuff  in  preference,  and  there  was  a  pause  in  the  oonver- 
sation.  At  length,  Inglchardt  said  :  "  Well,  Travis,  when  am 
T  to  visit  Holly-Dale  ?     Shall  it  be  to-morrow  1" 

*•  As  you  please." 

**  You  have  broached  our  suit  to  the  fair  Bertha  I" 

•'Yes." 

"  And — she  does  not  frown  ?" 

"  I  trust  that  Bertha  will  show  herself  submissive  to  her 
father's  wishes." 
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**  If  not  gettiftl  to  mine  I  Well,  I  must  be.  content.  She 
knofws  me  not  She  will  tfekik  better  of  me  with  better  nc- 
qnaintance,  and,  after  ma]*riage.  I  make  no  question  tbat  love 
will  cdme  in  to  the  support  of  duty.  To-morrow  then,  Travis, 
I  may  hope  to  see  her.  She  will  then  receive  me.  Meanwhile, 
my  dear  good  fkther«-in-law,  that  is  to  be,  make  the  way  m 
clear  as  possible.  Of  course,  you  have  suffered  her  to  under- 
stand the  necessity  of  this  union  V* 

*  She  is  folly  informed,  Inglehardt,  of  my  wishes." 

"  Ah  !-^  and  she  does  not  fly  out — does  not  weartiie  snllens; 
She  smiles,  I  hope.'' 

**  AH  I  can  say  is,  Inglehardt,  that  the  dear  child  will  prove 
submissive  to  my  will.  I  can  not  promise  you  her  heart.  I  do 
not  deceive  you,  no  more  than  she  seeks  to  deceive  me,  that  she 
woi^d  pvefsr  another.  But  enough,  if  I  repeat  that  she  will 
yield  herself  to  what  I  require." 

"To-morrow  then!  To-morrow!" — and,  with  the  slightest 
smile  upon  his  features,  Inglehardt  fed  his  nostrils  firom  the 
snuff-box. 

Travis  rose  to  depart. 

"  What !  Whither  would  you  go,  and  at  this  hour  T  not  to 
HoDy-Dale  surely.    Why,  man,  you  will  drop  upon  the  road." 

"  No !  I  think  I  shall  order  my  dinner  at  Baltezegar^  at 
three.  It  is  too  hot  fbr  riding.  Besides,  I  have  some  matters 
to  settle  at  my  office*  which  will  -keep  me  to  that  hour.  It  will 
snffiee  it  I  reach  Holly-Dale  by  dark." 

*'  You  are  wise  !  A  hundred  guineas  should  not  tempt  me  to 
tak^  the  r^>ad  at  this  hom^." 

And,  with  soBie  more  talk»  in  whkh  each  sought  to  mystify 
the  other*  they  separated. 

••  Gunning  scoundrel !"  muttered  Inglehardt,  as  the  other  left 
the  house -*-<*' he  faneies  that  he  blinds  me.  Bnt  I  shall  have 
eyes  on  him  at  every  turning." 

Travis,  meanwhile,  took  his  way  to  Baltezegar's. 

"  Jack,"  said  he^  '*  let  me  have  a  dinner  here  at  thi*ee  o'clock 
•—dinner  for  two,  remember." 

That  he  had  given  this  order,  reached  Inglehardt  in  twenty 
ssiantee  after. 

<*  Dinner  for  ifr«,  and  >  at  three  o'closk.     Who  eem  the  other 

I7» 
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be  ?  Oau  he  be  ^eriotiB  ?  Sb  gaiqe  may  be  a  Aeoper  one  tbaa 
I  suspect.  At  all  e^en^  it  sh^H  ttot  ^bange  my  plaM«  He  k 
secure,  whether  he  goes  hpoie,  or  BU^jb  here.  This  ^7  shall 
unmask  his  batteries  as  well  as  mine.  The  scheme  shall  stand 
as  it  is.  Travis  may  dine  herei  jet  Sinclair,  not  the  lesa*  dine 
at  Holljdale.  I  shall  have  him  thece,  whether  Travis  alays  or 
goe?,    J^ave  ham  !'* 

And  the  heretofore  languid  speaken  to  whom  the  weatber 
had  been  so  oppressive — who  would  not  take  the  road  at  that 
hour  for  the  world,  proceeded  to  gird  himself  up  for  aetson. 
Having  dressed  himself  for  the  saddle,  he  stole  out  of  the  lKHMe» 
by  the  back-door,  into  the  yard,  and  made  his  way  to  the  atabies. 
There  he  met  one  of  his  rangers^  as  if  awaiting  kin. 

"  Have  my  orders  been  obeyed,  Elias  ?" 

''  Yes,  sir ;  the  men  are  all  gone  with  Scgrgeant  Fry.  Nona 
remain,  sir,  but  myself  and  Witsell,  as  you  bade." 

"  Good  I  Has  my  horse  been  ti^ev  into  the  swamp  oppo- 
site?" 

"  Witsell  has  him  there,  sir,  with  his  own  and  mine." 

"  Is  the  boat  ready  ?" 

"Beady,  sir— hidden  among  the  butfbes  above,  the  bridge." 

'*  Do  not  leave  tliis  pl^^e  then,  tiU  yofa  hesx.  from  jm.^ 

Meanwhile,  Travis  chattf»d  w^th  Jack  ^altessegar  on  tedif- 
for^t  ofibirs,  or  fi[uch  as  seemf  d  to  be  so  to  the  honest  landlotd* 

'<  Ii^lehardt  has  picked  up  a  dev^  troop»  he  telle  me.'^ 

"  I  reckon  over  thirty  men,  and  pretty  eleven  follp'^aona 
of 'em." 

"  They  must  have  had  rare  doings  at  the  camp  im^  night— • 
dapcipg  'till  daylight  But  where  did  aU  tbe  w^oman  oome 
from  ?  Are  the  girls  of  the  village  in  ike  habit  of  daneing  in 
a  raugev*s  c^unp,  all  night?" 

"  Whi^t  I  our  girls  1  Never  a  otie  of  'em.  It's  not  ea^  t© 
get  'em  there  even  in  broad  dayll^t^  and  wken  they're  a  dril- 
ling.   But  what  camp  a3%  you  speaking  ofl" 

"Ingiehardt's." 

'*  Where  is  it  1  He's  moved  his  troop  off  into  the  swamp 
mprA  than  t^o  days.  Escepi  Fty,  tha  orderij,  'iiaa  Bamett 
and  Tom  Witsell,  and,  perhaps,  a  small  scouting,  partjp  Ait 
'*-i9a  iu  bv^day.peap  this  momwig.  he's  got  nok«>dy' hans;*'.' 
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•*  Jgn't  AtA  imprndenl-^now  that  Gouher'ft  abont  T 

*•  Wellv  tkereHi  no  Bayrng  whatls  Imprudent,  or  what  is  not, 
wi^  Oap'n  Inglebavdt,  he's  so  knowmg.  Bat  if  s  hard  to  catdi 
fahn  napphi^,  avid  if  Oonlter  Bhonld  n^ake  a  dagh  at  the  village, 
I  redcoB  'twould  be  throogh  ambush  that's  set  for  him.  It's 
bard  to  cateh  soeb  an  old  weasel  asleep." 

Travis  picked  up  some  other  items,  all  A  which  tended  to 
eonftrm  him  m  the  opinion  that  InglehArdt  Was  snbtly  working 
against  him,  atod  that  the  sooner  he  should  take  bis  departure 
the  better.  But  this  required  some  nicety  of  management. 
Bepearttng  hie  directions  to  Baltezegar,  touching  die  dinner  at 
three,  he  jumped  on  his  horse,  and  rode  up  to  the  jail,  where 
there  were  Bome  Irish  prisoners  in  safb-keeping,  charged  with 
matinj'  and  strong  drink,  and  for  whom  he  bad  been  required 
to  furnish  clothing.  He  saw  the  jailer,  and  spoke  with  him 
awhile,  then  rode  off,  rounded  the  jail,  and  got  into  the  cover 
of  the  woods  on  the  south,  whence  he  moved  round,  making  a 
eomplete  circuit,  mosily  under  cover,  of  f^nce,  bouse  and 
thicket,  till  he  found  himself  in  the  swamp  below  the  bridge. 
Hence  he  felt  his  way  up,  still  in  the  swamp  thicket,  till  the 
bridge  was  reached,  when,  looking  out  carefblly  in  the  direction 
of  the  viUage,  and  the  coast  seeming  to  be  clear,  be  boldly 
emerged  from  his  shelter,  crossed  the  bridge,  and  dashed  up- 
ward in  a  canter,  which  soon  left  his  enemies  —  all  of  whom  he 
Iniew^— in  the  rear. 

But  ten  mintrtes  after  he  disappeared  from  sight,  Richard 
Inglehardt,  in  the  uniform  of  his  troop,  sword  at  hi»  side  and 
-pieUlt  in  his  hblaters,  emerged  from  the  thicket  accompanied  by 
two  troopers. 

He  smBed  pleasantly  as  he  said  :— 

"  We  may  walk  our  horses  for  a  while,  men,  and  leave  our 
friend  to  make  use  of  all  bis  advantages." 

And  they  took  the  way  upward  in  the  direction  of  Holly-Dfele, 
though  the  troopers  knew  not  whither  they  were  going,  or  what 
they  bad  to  do.  Inglehardt  made  no  unnecessary  revelations  of 
his  purpose. 

-  Meanwhile  Travis  sped  on  wr^iout  interruption.  He  was, 
however,  too  old  a  stager  to  be  guilty  of  the  boy-fblly  of  bnlloo- 
n«r  befWro  be  bnd  qttite  clenrod  the  bnsli.     He  knew  hiB  enemy. 
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and  knew  that  tbe  reiy  kngnov  of  log lebardt  iraa  an  om^  M 
ill — that  his  smile  was  a  danger — tbat  all  his  bonon  of  ht9t 
and  ezartion  weie  mere  affectationst  and  he  believed  frauds — 
active  employment  had  somewhat  lessened  tJ»e  presentineiits 
of  Travis,  but  had  not  whoUj  dissipated  them,  and  tbon^  he 
rode  on  for  three  miles  without  seeing  a  hnaiaa  being,  be  was 
yet  by  no  means  surprised  or  confounded  when,  at  that  distance 
from  the  village,  he  fotmd  his  horse's  bridle  saddealy  seised  by 
(I  sturdy  fellow,  who  leaped  out  of  the  copse,  at  a  short  tsm  of 
Uie  road,  and  forced  the  sfeed  back  upon  his  haunches. 

"'Light,  cappiA,"  said  the  voice  of  the  straoger-^-**  we  wants 
you !" 

Travis  answered  with  a  bullet  His  hand  was  firm,  his  blood 
prompt,  and  at  the  first  bound  of  the  assailant,  he  bad  drawn  a 
pistol  from  his  pocket,  and  fired  fbll  at  the  fellow's  bead. 

*'  Qimini !"  cried  the  ruffian,  **  he's  cut  off  my  ear !" 

At  the  same  instant,  and  before  Travis  could  draw  another 
pistol,  a  blow  from  behind,  with  a  heavy  bludgeon,  from  a  third 
hand,  tumbled  bun  from  his  horse.  For  a  few  moments  he  lay 
insensible.  When  he  recovered,  he  found  himself  in  the  deepest 
thicket,  his  hands  and  feet  bonud  firmly,  his  pockets  rifled  of 
all  his  papers,  and  two  men  whom  he  did  noC  recognise  standing 
over  him.  Before  he  could  quite  recover  himself,  te  ask  tha 
reason  of  the  outrage,  Inglehardt  and  his  two  followers  rode 
into  the  thicket.  The  eyes  of  the  loyalist  captain  and  1  imvis 
met.  Neither  spoke.  A  sweet  smile  was  upon  the  faoe  of  the 
former.  The  latter  felt  too  surely  the  impotence  of  his  anger 
to  allow  it  to  appear  in.  bia  features.  He  simply  met  the  gaae. 
of  his  enemy  with  an  immovable  countenance. 

**  Dinner  for  two  at  Bsltezegar's^  Captain  TrAvis-- >why  are 
you  here?  But  your  compauion  will  wait.  I  will  report  at 
Holly  Dale  your  engagements  for  the  day.  Should  I  afteel 
Major  Willie  Sinclair,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  send  Inm  oa  to 
you.  You  will  find  the  ride  back  a  warm  one.  Good  morning. 
Captain  Travis,  good  morning.*' 

Travis  could  only  look  at  his  enemy  the  vindiethre  hate 
which  be  felt  How  he  longed  for  the  fabulooa  powar  of  the 
Medusan  head  that  he  might  look  his  banterer  into  stone.  The 
loyalbt  captain  smiled  complacently  in  reply  to  tha  vaMMnoas 
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glanee  of  his  captive.  Ere  he  rode  away,  he  called  Dick  of 
Topbet,  and  Bnui80D>  the  Trailer,  aside^  and  said : — 

**  If  yon  have  time  for  H,  before  the  men  can  wind  their  way 
up*  thcMi  tee  thai  Oaptain  Travis  is  carried  down  to  Green  Bay 
thicket,  and  hidd^  away  theve  till  our  return.  That  is  the 
place  of  rendesvoM,  remember.  But,  if  time  shonld  not  serve, 
leave  him  here,  tied  securely  and  in  cover.  Ton  need  not  be 
carefiil  to  torn  his  eyes  up  to  the  sun.  Let  him  lie  at  ease. 
You  are  not  to  fbrget  the  more  important  commission  which  I 
have  given  you.  You  are  not  to  engage  in  any  occupation  but 
the  one.  While  I  see  to  the  securing  of  Sinclair,  you  contrive 
to  carry  off  the  gbL  That  is  the  one  duty  which  I  assign  yon. 
Neglect  it  fbr  no  other.  And  see  that  you  do  it  tenderly. 
Harm  her,  by  word  or  act,  and  you  hang  for  it !  Beware  too 
how  your  fingers  indine  to  plunder.  You  will  do  nothing  of 
thait  sort.  I  will  see  that  your  reward  hereafter  shall  compen- 
sate your  forbearance,  which  I  well  know  will  be  the  tttost 
painful  trii^  of  your  virtues." 

•*  Vartues  don't  bother  us  much,  cappin,**  answered  Dick  with 
a  grin, 

^8ee  that  your  vices  are  not  more  troublesome.  Beware 
how  you  offend  me  now.  Your  own  safbty  depends  on  your 
good  behavior  to-day." 

"^Oood  behavior,  cappin!  ^mt's  to-say,  ef  we  does  jest 
what  you  wants  us  to  do." 

"  Certainly  f  your  good  behavior  lies  only  in  your  obedience 
to  orders." 

*•  We're  to  catch  and  carry  off  the  gal,  while  you're  busy 
with  the  major." 

"  Yes,  and  to  trouble  yourself  with  nothing  else— to  be  di- 
verted by  nothing  from  the  one  duty.  Treat  her  respectfully, 
use  no  til  langoage  in  her  ears;  and,  beyond  the  degree  of  rio- 
leuce  necessary  for  carrying  her  off  sufely,  see  that  you  do  not 
harm  her.  .  Remember  that !  But  see  that  she  does  not  escape 
you  !  Your  life  upon  it,  my  good  fellows;  and  if  you  succeed, 
look  to  me^for  ample  rewards." 

With  these  words  he  rode  away,  moving  still  upward,  and 
keeping  close  in  the  cover  of  the  woods,  on  a  line  eqni-distant 
from  the  high-road  and  ♦he  river.     The  'two  ruflSanS  remained 
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for  a  while  after  he  was  gone*  hut  witliout  ofiering  to  eairy 
Travis  down  to  tlie  Green  Bay  U)icket»  which  bad  beem  de- 
dared  the  pkee  of  roodesvoaa..  Thtj  contcDted  tbemaelvea 
with  aeeiag  thftt  be  was  seearely  reped,  and  with  tearohiBg  hk 
pockets --^eren  ripping  up  hia  »addle»  in  their  thirst  fbr  plnnder, 
and  posseasing  themselves,  of  the  neoej  be  bad  about  hnaa,  not 
overlooking  his  ^mtcb^^  knife»  and  other  triflea.  All  these  were 
safely  disfioaed  of  md  out  of  aig^t.  His-papara  were  opcnedt 
and.scattei^  abo^t. the  wH>od&.  Dick  of  Tophet  found  htmaelf 
a.  gainer  b^  a  forced  swap  of  boraes  with  hia  captire;,  oeoily  ap. 
propriating  that  of  Travis,  and  fastening  the  poor  hackney  ef 
P^te  Blodgit  in  ita  plaoe,  to  a  neighboring  tree^ 

**  Kin  we  carry  him  down>  l)ick>  to  the  bay  V  demanded  the 
Trailer. 

''  Hain't. got  the  time.  All  the  time  w«Ve  got^  I  waais  you 
to  put  upon  my  ear«  The  bloody  bnliet  of  tbia  vannini  bea 
gi'n  me  such  a  mark  aa  will  last  for  ever/' 

The  Trailer  proceeded  to  examine  tb&  injory»  and  em|Aoy 
some  rode  surgery  upon,  it;  Travis  being  permitted  to  aee  the 
process  where  belay ;  the  fierce  glance  of  Dick  of  Tophet  eveiy 
now  and  then,  at  every  twinge  of  the  wound  under  BruBeon's 
fingers,  speaking  daggers  to  the  captive*  which  the  occasional 
comments  of  the  Trailer  were  not  calculated  to  disarm. 

*'  'Twas  a  mighty  close  ^raaet,  Dick,"  qnoth  the  Trailer,  to 
his  hurt  comrade,  **  as  good  a  hole  as  ever  ashavp  kaiHe  worked 
in  a  sow's  ear  1  And  as  you  say>  it's  marked  you  for  life ! 
You'll  have  to  put  a  gould  riug  in  it." 

''  I'll  wring  his  bloody  neck  for  him,  afore  he  gita  out  of  the 
wood ;  but  make  haste  or  we'll  be  too  late  for  the  scrimmage.** 

'*  Kin  we  leave  him  wbar  he  isf" 

*' Why  not?  He  kaint  stir  a  peg^and  if  heabonld  whoop 
who's  to  hear  him  ?  We'll  find  him  hyar,  I  reckon,  safe  enough, 
when  we  gits  back.  Look  yim^  you  misohievoua,  bloody^  pistol- 
shooting  d — d  old  skunk  of  a  rebel,  do  you  see  that  you  lies 
close,  and  without  kicking.  I'm  a  guine  up  now  to  captivate 
your  wife  and  da'ghter,  and  all  tlie  combustiblea  of  your  ]^an 
tatioD ;  and  before  I'm  done  with  them  and  you,  I'll  find  satta- 
factiou  enough  to  stop  up  this  bloody  bole  that  you've  made 
hyar  eUmally  in  my  ear.     Oh!  I'll  rtever  fbrgit  you  for  it. 
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M  long  as  I  can  bite  or  kick,  or  as  long  as  yonVe  got  the 
flesh  for  feeling  a  sharp  wiper's  tooth  a-mee^ing  in  yon !  I'll 
her  it  ont  of  yon,  in  every  way,  yon  see.  Jijid  I'll  make  yon 
feel  it  first  throngh  wife  and  da'ghter.  And  yon  may  think 
abont  what's  a-going  on  at  home,  with  my  help,  and  others, 
while  you're  hyar,  tied  neck  and  heels,  and  without  the  arms 
to  keep  off  the  meanest,  yanninta  in  the  woods,'' 

We  abridge  the  blackguardism  and  the  denunciations  of  the 
ruffian,  ivho  soon  after  vode  awa^  with  hta  ^ottpaakm^^kavh^ 
Travis  to  utter  solitude,  fast-fettered,  with  scarcely  freedom  of 
liidb  emmgh  t»  wvevthls  i^^es  hwtk  the  glare  of  tl^e  sua,  with6nt 
hope  of 'defence,  help,  or  ei^lriitetion.  Whist  wei-e  his  reflec- 
tional  Ktit  altogether  ffelfish.  He  was  famnbled,  hopeless",  in 
pm*.  m  danger,  fafitt,'if  he  thought  of  his  own  intuation,  it  was  to 
laaieBt  his  imcapaeity  lo  stfike  t(tt  the^  defence  of  his  wife  and 
daughter  The  shocking  epeeoh  of  the  ruffian  had  filled  his  sonl 
with  ten>Nrs^*-^had  taught  him  what  to  fear.  The  hot  scalding 
tean  rolled  from  his  eyes,  with  the  sense  of  his  dreary  impotence. 

"Gteod  Oodl-'  exclaimed  tl>e  wretched  man — ^''what  is  to 
become  of  Bertha ^^my  child— «my  child ^  in  the  power  of  this 
infierDai  tyrant  I  And  Binelair  tooy  and  tb^  gk-eat  man  whom  I 
would  bring  ini»  this  snare  1  But  I  thmight  I  bad  all  sure.  I 
took  every  precaution*  Oh  1  that  I  were  free,  if  it  were  only 
to  strike  one  blow  at  the  head  of  that  areh-villaiii !" 

But  why  Ihiten  to  his  unavailing  regrets  ?  Our  anxieties  re- 
qiure  that  we  should  fly  to  Hollp-Dale,  even  as  his  thoughts  fly 
thither,  and  vltneas  for  onrsrives  those  events  which,  with  so 
much  horror,  be  antioipates. 
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HOW  THB  OAMB  MAT  BB  SWaBBD  AT  TITB  COST  OP  THB  HUffTBI. 

A  LtTTLB  before  three  o'clock,  Mij<»r  Sinokkr  croaied  die 
river  in  the  dug-out,  having  with  him  a  singie  comp«nkML 
Having  secured  the  boat  under,  the  usual  oover*  ibe  shady 
willows  that  overhung  the  stream  on  the>  edge  of  die  fwanp 
above  the  headland  of  HoUy-Dale,  the  two  took  AeAt  eoum 
through  the  thickets  until  they  drew  near  the  dwelling.  Hhw 
they  soon  a^roached  and  entered  from  the  rear,  bavuig  watch 
od  their  moment  when  the  coast  seemed  i^uite  clear,  and  kept 
themselves  imder  cover  of  the  foliage  as  loi^  as  it  suffieed  for 
concealmenL  They  entered  the  ball  which  opened  from  the 
passage-way,  and  found  themselves  alone.  It  was  the  dtmng- 
room  alsOy  and  the  table  was  spread,  but  no  person  of  the  haafy 
was  present  The  ladies  were  in  the  chamber  of  Mrs.  Travia, 
an  apartment  opposite  the  hall,  and  opening  in  like  manner 
from  the  passage* 

Leaving  his  companion  in  the  hall,  Sinclair  stepped  into  the 
passage,  and  had  hardly  dotie  so  when  he  wm  met  by  Bertha. 
The  countenance  of  the  damsel  was  foU  of  anxiety. 

**  Have  you  seen  my  father,  Willie  t" 

"  No !  Is  he  not  here  ?  wo  are  but  just  landed  from  the 
river.  He  was  to  meet  us  here  at  three.  It  is  not  quite  the 
hour." 

'*  He  is  not  here,*'  answered  Bertha,  striving  to  conceal  hw 
uneasiness ;  **  but  I  hope  he  will  be  back  in  season.  He  had  to 
go  down  to  Orangeburg  this  morning — and — and  —  he  teemed 
very  much  troubled — very  uneasy.  Oh  I  if  anythmg  has  hap- 
pened to  him." 

•*  Don't  be  alarmed.    What  should  happen  to  him  f  * 

*  I  don't  know.    But  he  himself  was  appi*ehensive,  and  gave 
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me  ftome  eommitaioiis  to  jon,  some  papers*— here  they  are— *- 
in  the  eveat  of  .anything  b^pening  to  preTent  his  presence." 

"  Ah !  the  papers  !— a  moonent,  dear  Bertha,"  ae  he  took  the 
papers  and  read  the  letter  to  himself. 

'*  Now  excuse  me  for  a  aioment  These  p^aers  are  for  an- 
other* and  the  sooner  be  has  them,  and  examines  them,  the 
better*  These  wUl  set  eyery thing  right -^set  yonr  Luther  £atriy 
before  the  eoontry,  and  make  hia  future  course  ^ee.  Oae  mo« 
ment,  dear." 

"  Come  back  to  me.  Mother  wants  to  see  and  speak  with  yon 
in  her  chamber." 

Sinckir  hurried  into  the  hall,  and,  with  a  £bw  words*  delivered 
the  papers  into  the  hands  of  his  companion.  That  person  was 
soon  seatod  and  busied  in  their  examinatiot).  Meanwhile,  Sin* 
dair  returned  to  Bertha,  and  accompanied  her  to  the  chamber 
where  Mrs.  Trairis  a.waited  them. 

He  found  that  good  Lidy  calm  but  very  serious. 

"Sinclair,"  said  she,  "I  fear  something  has  happened  to 
Oaptain  Travis."   . 

*•  I  hope  not    Why  should  you  fear  1" 

"  He  has  failed  to  be  back  at  the  hour  he  appointed.  I  know 
that  he  was  anxious  to  be  here.  He  had  apprdwnslons,  too, 
and  Jnglebardt  is  as  treacherous  aa  a  friend  as  he  is  venomous 
aaafoe." 

"  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  ocoasion  ion  alarm.  Ingle« 
batdt  haa  every  reason  to  keep  on  terms  \rith  yonr  husband." 

**  Yes,  so  long  as  my  husband.  wiU  keep  on  terms  widi  him. 
But  yon  knew*  as  well  ae  I  do,  thtt  Mt.  Travis  had  determfined 
to  break  with  him." 

*'  Bnt  how  shoald  Inglehardt  know  thftt  ?" 

"  It  is  possible.  He  is  all  cunning.  Besides,  he  has  his  spies 
everywhere,  and  Mr.  Travis  mentiolieid  that  he  had  certainly 
made  one  discovery  —  of  which  you  know — which  would  cer- 
tainly make  him  suspicious/' 

'*  Thilt  is  true !  But  unless  he  has  discovered  much  more, 
the  only  present  result  of  that^  discoveiy  must  be  to  make  him 
more  watchful." 

"^  Afi^  no  doubt,  he  has  been  so ;  and  to  what  other  discov* 
njes:.tto  watch  vulj  hare  eendiwtefi  h'na  is  the  .question..    U 
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eertainly  looks  sospiciotia^  that,  anxToni  at  Mr.  TraTis  wat  to 
get  back  in  thne  to  meet  yontself  and  friend,  and  feaolrhig  t» 
do  so,  he  theald  fkil  just  at  this  .jnnctcure,  when  his  enemj  is 
most  sospiciouB,  most  watchftd,  and'  has  most  loason  to  be  so. 
Mr.  Travis  is  nsnallj  ponctnal  to  his  word." 

"  And  yety  my  dear  Mrs*  Travis,  a  thousand  mothres,  nay 
neosssitie^  not  involving  danger  so  nmeh  as  duty  and  a  prc^per 
eaiitio»»  may  have  delayed  hkn.  He  had  to  ptrt  away  and  to 
destroy  his  papers,  had  to  settle  many  interests,  and  small 
details  before  leaving  Oraagabnrg*— had  to  seoiarv  property — 
for,  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  that  our  present  relations  involved 
his  withdrawal  fW)m  all  affinities  with  the  Britislji.  The  very 
fnct  that  he  hit  these  papers  with  BertdM,  to  be  delivered  to 
Bte  in  the  event  of  his  notoaaing,  showed  that  he  himself  «»• 
tieipated  some  unavoidable  dekiy,  as  a  pvebability.'' 

**  Ah !  Sinclair,  he  anticipated  soniethteg  merer  He  was 
very  much  depressed,  and  his  mind  labored  with  some  gloomy 
presentiments." 

"  And  well  he  might  entertain  some  forebodings.  Hfe  rela^ 
tions  naturally  involve  the  idea  of  embarrassment  an4  danger. 
But  I  tee  not-^ 

Here  Bertha  interposed  :<— 

'*  Willie,  I  heard  a  house -^ horses'*^ I'tai  sure.  Had  yim  net 
better  go,  you  and  your  friend,  while  you  have  time  t  ShouM 
anything  have  happened  to  my  father,  there*^  di|nger  to  yon." 

"She  is  right,  Willie.  G«!  .  You  have  the^psperet  Tea 
win  see  that  jnttiee  )s  done  to  my  hnsbaoid's  v>))jeet." 

**  If  Mr.  Travis  has  falfen  Mo  Ing^ehah>dt%  ^hildbes»  H  is  too 
late  to  steal  away,"  said  Sinclair.  '*  If  he  has  arrested  Mr. 
Travis,  be  sure  that  he  has  environed  &etty«Bale  wMi  his 
rangers." 

"Heavens!  Willie,  and  you  speak  so  coolly!"  esdaimed 
Bertha. 

"Fear  nothing!  I  have  striven  to  prepare  for  this  etm* 
tingenoy^  and  believe  that  I  am  ready.  Henry  is  no  doubt  (m 
hii  way,  briAgriig  down  the  troop  of  St  Jnllen,  and  I  haw 
despatched  a  trusty  messenger  to  Ooulter  to  bring  up  his  troop 
also.  They  hlive  fall  instmetions  in  r€l{gaTd  to  e^ery  step  liiat 
to  to  be  taken.     If  Inglehardt  ts  really  ahodt  as*  wttb  We 
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rangers,  lie  has  got  himBelf  iuto  a  snivre.  From  the  mpment 
when  I  eoQceived  the  possibilify  of  his  seekiBg  me  here,  I 
resolved  that  he  sl^oulv  find  me»  and  find  me  prepared  for  hm» 
I  have  endeavored  so  to  provide  aft  to  crush  him  at  a  hlow. 
Let  St.  Julien  and  Goi;iltQr  reach  ng  in  season,  and  we  have  the 
soonndrel  in  his  own  meshes.    We  need  but  half  an  hoar  now/' 

"  Ah !" — therQ  were  steps  without -^-"  you  will  not  be  aflftW6d 
that  half  hour.  There  is  certainly  a  tramp  of  horees^  aild--<- 
the  door  opens." 

So  it  did — the  door  of  the  passage*— then  a  footstep  was 
heard,  a  light  deliberate  footstep,  the  tread  measured rr** and 
the  person  entering  was  heard  to  pass  into  the  hall. 

Sinclair,  with  rooceasined  feet,  stepped  noiselessly  to  the  win- 
dow which  looked  out  upon  the  court  ^'onting  the*  west.  He 
came  back  with  a  slight  smile  upon  his  lips,  and  in  a  whisper-* 

"  You  are  right.  There  are  troopers  on  the  edge  of  d^  wood. 
Oan  you  find  your  way  to  the  upper  story,  Sertbat  without 
being  heard  from  the  hall?" 

"  Yes !  I  think  so." 

"  Go,  tl¥Bn»  and  look  up  the  northwest  avenue,  notei  tbe  great 
red  oak  that  stands  out  in  the  ceptre  of  itt  and  if  you  diseover 
a  white  handkerchief,  or  anything  white  ^iean^ing  from  the 
boughs,  sing  cheerily  some  verse  of  one  of  yoor  little  mtftical 
ballads,  so  tbat  I  shall  hear.*' 

All  this  was  said  in  a  whisper.    Bertha  stio)e  out  into  'the 
passage  an^  up  th^  stairway,  without  waking  a  siegle  eeho^ 
.   Yoi^  were  beard  in  the  haU.    Sindaii?  stole  tp  the  doOF  and 
listened.    He  re;tttmed  in  •  a  xnoment 

"  Do  you  thmk*  my  dear  Vxa.  Travis,  tbat  you  oim  follow 
successfblly  the  example  of  Bertha,  and  staai  np^ttairs  wMiout 
being  beard  ?" 

Alas !  good  Mrs.  Travis  was  a  lady  of  dimensions  aa4'  bulk. 
She  shook  her  head. 

"Well,"  said  bc^i  "bide  your  time,  an^  on  the  fi^  sound  of 
struggle  or  confusion,  make  your  way  up-stairs  to  Bertha,  and 
fasten  yourselves  in.    Leave  this  fellow  to  me.." 

••  Who  is  it,  Willie  t" 

"  Ingle^rdt  hin^uBetf." 

**  Ah !  and  you  take  it  so  easily." 
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•*  Yes !   I  liope  to  take  him  easfly.** 

And  Sinclair  again  stole  to  tbe  door,  stole  into  the  passage 
and  listened.  The  old  lady  conld  hear  the  voices  from,  the  haH, 
which  were  earnest  bnt  not  loud.  In  a  moment,  Sinclair  was 
back,  and  withont  a  word,  he  snatched  np  a  light  coverlet 
from  the  bed,  and  again  disappeared  from  the  apartment.  Mrs. 
Travis  wondered  what  he  shonld  want  with  such  an  agent 
dealing  with  soch  an  enemy,  and  while  she  wonders,  and  whOe 
the  event  is  donbtfiil,  let  us  retrace  our  steps  a  moment  to  some 
of  the  antecedents  of  the  aiRiir. 

Not  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  this,  Tnglehardt,  accom- 
panied by  a  single  trooper,  Fry,  his  orderly,  might  have  been 
seen  in  a  litUe  thicket  crouching  behind  the  dairy.  Hither  his 
whistle  had  summoned  a-  young  mulatto,  a  boy  of  eighteen,  to 
.  his  presence.  This  fellow,  a  servant  of  Ti'avis,  had  been  long 
in  the  pay  of  Inglehardt. 

"  Well,  Julius,  has  he  come  f 

'*  Tes,  sir ;  he's  in  the  hall  now,  a-reading  papers." 

"  When  did  he  come  V 

**  I  dont  know,  sir ;  I  was  busy  deaning  knifd  behind  the 
kitchen,  and  old  Molly,  the  cook,  sir— you  know  old  Molly -J— 
she's  mighty  hard  'pon  me — " 

"  No  matter  about  old  Molly." 

"  Well,  sir,  she  was  a-moving  about,  and  keeping  me  at  the 
kniveSt  sir,  and  I  never  see  when  the  major  come.  But  when 
I  gone  up-stairs  with  the  knifb-boz,  to  put  'em  on  the  table  in 
the  piazKa,  I  eotch  a  sight  of  'em  in  the  hall,  sir,  a-setting  at 
the  table  with  papers,  a-reading.  The  room  was  dark,  the 
winders  most  shut  in,  'cause  of  the  hot  weather.** 

"  Well,  well  r  he  is  there  t" 

"  Safe !" 

"Nobody  else— no  troopers t" 

"  Never  see  the  huff  [hoof]  of  one,  sir,  'cept  what  you  fotch." 

"You  hear.  Pry.  iJow,  work  round  the  house  with  the  troop, 
and  push' in  when  yon  hear  my  bugle,  but  not  a  moment  before.'* 

"  Where  are  yon  going,  sir  1** 

"  To  the  house." 

"  What  if  he  makes  fight  t  Sinclair  is  a  powerftd,  strong 
man." 
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The  other  touched  the  pistols  in  his  belt. 

*'  I  shall  be  able  to  manage  him  with  these*— at  all  eventst 
keep  him  at  a  distance  with  them  till  yon  can  answer  my 
bugle." 

"Very  well,  sir — as  you  please.  But  we  had  better  maka 
short  work  of  it,  sir — at  a  dash*" 

<*No!  1  have  another  ol^ct.  Besides,  we  have  him  sure. 
With  thirty  troopers  upon  him,  he  can  neithai  fghtnor  fly  with 
any  hope  of  safety.    Away,  now,  and  be  In  readiness." 

The  orderly  di^ppeared  behind  the  bushes. 

"  Julius,  was  your  young  mistress  with  him  1" 

''Not  when  I  look,  sir.  She  been  up-stairs  in  be  room  I 
reckon.  But  1  'spec'  [expect]  she's  down  with  'em  now»  onless 
he  gone  up  to  her." 

"  Why,  scoundrel,  you  don't  mean  to  say  that  he  goes  up  to 
her  cbianber  t" 

"  Don't  know,  sir;  but  they's  mighty  loving,  when  they  gits 
together,"  and  the  mulatto  grinned  his  own  vicious  nature  as  he 
spoke.    Inglehardt  looked  at  him  with  an  expression  of  disgust. 

"  Mighty  loving,  are  they  I" 

*'  Oh !  Uiere's  no  saying  how  sweet  they  is  to  one  another." 

**  We  shall  dash  the  sweet  with  bitter.  Go,  now,  and  let  me 
nee  you  where  I  told  you,  and  when." 

The  hoy  disappeared.  Inglehardt  lingaied,  as  if  in  thought, 
though  looking  around  him  as  if  in  expectation  also.  Sudden* 
ly  the  bushes  parted  behind  him,  and  the  grim,  disfigured  vis- 
age of  Dick  of  Tophet  showed  itself. 

*'  Ah !  you  are  there  ?  Well,  see  that  you  do  your  work 
effectually ;  and,  hark  you,  Joel  Andrews,  no  trespassing  of 
any  sort" 

The  other  grinned  only  in  reply.  Inglehai'dt  found  it  neces- 
sary to  rebuke  the  grin  with  a  stern  look  and  speech. 

"  Hark  you,  Dick ;  —  closer — here !" 

The  fellow  drew  nigh.  Inglehardt,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  him, 
said,  in  the  lowest  and  sweetest  tones : — 

"  If  you  disobey  the  slightest  of  my  injunctions,  Joel  An- 
drews, you  shall  hang  for  it  Do  you  hear  ?  Look  me  in  the 
face,  and  comprehend,  if  you  can,  by  what  you  see,  that  I  have 
sworn  it  I" 
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"  Oh !  cappin,  what'8  the  use  of  being  oneasy  t  Don't  I 
know  what  to  do  f  Jest  yon  fix  fih^'  major,  and  I^U  save  the 
gal,  and  be  ia  kearfiil  as  heir  o#n  mammy.  I'll  wrap  np  my 
paws  in  a  silk  '  Ingy/  whenever  I  lays  hands  on  her." 

Inglehardt  did  not  eitaetly  t^Wti  the  tolie  of  his  subordinate ; 
but  as  for  subduing  such  a  ruffian  to  sober  paces,  whether  of 
soldier^ip  or  humanity,  hciweQ  knew  that  the  hope  was  out 
of  the  qluestion.  Hie  could  only  renetr  his  injunctions  as  ear- 
nestly as  possible,  and  in  those  sweet  equable  tones  wbich  all 
who  knew  him  weU  understood,  were  signiiicaht  of  his  sternest 
moods,  and  leave  the  event  to  the  Fates.  They  wete  hurry- 
iilg  Mm^  onwatd.    He  had  no  more  time  to  lose. 

Waving  hi«  hand  expressively  to  Dick  of  Tophet,  and  the 
Trailer,  who  hung  back  in  the  bushes,  his  head  just  visible 
above  them,  Inglebafdt  immediately  stole  away  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  dwelling,  the  approach  to  which  prompted  his  re 
flections  to  return  to  a  channel  whidi  had  becti  opened  by  the 
salacious  suggestions  of  the  mulatto.  Thb  vbice  of  Inglebardt 
was  half  audible  as  he  murmured,  going  fbrt^ard  somewhat 
quickly : — 

**  I  shall  surprise  him  in  her  arms,  no  doiibt — lipping^it  sweet- 
'  ly — turtle-doves  of  Holly-Dale — little  dreamfing  of  wbat  awaits 
them  !  Ha !  well,  it  has  been  long  delayed,  but  I  shall  enjoy 
my  triumph  now.  Him  naught  shall  save  1  and  her  father's 
,  lifo  hangs  on  her  compliance !  Proud  girl,  I  shall  give  you  this 
day  a  lesson— teach  you  how  to  scorn  the  pretensions  of  Rich- 
ard Inglehardt !" 

It  was  his  footstep  that  Bertha  heard  in  the  piasza,  his  that 
entered  the  passage — the  hidl !  It  wa^  his  voice  that  reached 
the  ears  of  the  party  assembled  in  the  chambers  of  Mr.  Travis. 
We  see  what  were  his  expectations,  when  he  penetrated  the 
dwelling — what  and  whom  he  expected  to  discover  in  the  hall. 
He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  a  stranger — not  the  rival 
whom  he  sought. 

The  stranger  sat  alone,  poring  over  a  pile  of  written  papera 
Inglehardt  did  not  immediately  distinguish  who  he  was.  Be- 
held at  some  distance— ^ for  the  stranger  was  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  long  dining^table-^his  features  and  person  were 
not  clearly  discernible  in  the  doubt ftil  light  ')f  the  half-darkene*^ 
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ftparfcment ;  but  a  ai^le  glanoe  jnfficed  to  ehow  that  he  was 
not  the  person  whom  the  intrndei  sought.  He  paused  for  a 
moment,  apparentlj  at  a  lobs.  His  own  ppesenee  did  not  seem 
to  be  suspected  by  the  stranger,  who  appeared  wholly  absorbed 
by  his  papers.  He  siil  cahn  aad  graret  noting,  with  a  pencil, 
certain  points  in  the  manuscrijpts  before  him — all  of  which 
were  now  emptied  out  of  the  case  which  had  contained  tbem, 
wh^jD  }efit  by  Travis; — with  certain  additions  from  the  pock- 
ets of  their  present  possessor,  they  made  <|uite  a  pile  upon  the 
table. 

The  stranger  was  of  noble  appearance— -tall  of  person,  well 
formed,  and  of  medium  fullness  and  proportions,  aeith^  stout 
nor  slender.  His  head  was  broad  aj^  lofty,  cheeks  firm,  chin 
fuU,  the  jaws  maiked  by  breadth  and  significant  of  power.  His 
eyes  were  large  and  dark,  e^ager  and  searching.  His  mouth, 
well-defined,  was  habitualjy  rigid  of  compressioB,  giving  an  idea 
oi  decision,  promptness,  m;dA  grieat  resolution; — tempered,  how- 
ever, by  the  frank^^f^sf  ,4«d>ingennousness  of  an  ardent  tempera- 
ment, and  a  genius  a,t  once  magnanimous  and  ambitious.  His 
hair,  combed  back,  powdered,  and  tied  behind,  in  the  absurd 
style  common  to  the  gentry  of  thai  period*  oonttilMUed  to  the 
full  development  of  bis  features^  and,  perhaps,.sbmewhat  tended 
to  increase  the  general  expression  oi  stevnneas,  almost  of  severi- 
ty, which  w^s  the  one  most  imtural  to  hfo  aspect  He  wm 
dressed  in  black,  without  un^orm  or  comaittcpt*  in  tbe  fuihion 
of  the  professional  people  of  the  time,  with,  mfflea  at  wrist  and 
bosom,  aud  a  rapier  at  his  side.  This  wjeapon,  however,'as  he 
aat  at  the  table>  w^  not  perceptiUe  to  tbe  intruder,  who  had 
every  opportunity  for  examining  him*  The  stranger  was  too 
orach  absorbed  to  no^  ^is  presenee,*  even  to  bear  his  footstep. 
His  mind  was  fiiUr  his  imagination  busy,  his  brow  donded  with 
thought. 

A^r  surveyiug  hi^  awhile  in  silence,  the  eye  of  Inglehard^ 
gradually  becoming  reconciled  to  the  imperfect  light,  he  smiled 
with  a  grim  satisfactjon.  He  had  been  disappointed,  seeking 
for  his  rival,  to  find  a  stranger,  but  that  stranger  was  no  eom- 
mon  prey.  Could  he  spoceed  in  capturing  him,  his  fortune  was 
made.  The  Briti&;h  commandant  could  deny  him  nothiegi 
And  was  he  not  in  his  hands  ? 
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loglehardt  adTaneed.    The  atranger  looked  up. 

"  Ha ! — well !  who  are  you,  sir  t" 

Tbe  loyalist  captain  did  not  exactly  answer  the  question,  as 
he  replied : — 

"  I  know  yon,  sir— you  are  John  Bntledge,  the  rebel-gor- 
emor  of  this  colony !     Sir,  yon  are  my  prisoner  !** 

Rntledge  laughed. 

''Hal  indeed!  my  good  sir,  whoever  you  are,  you  are  a 
blockhead.  You  neither  know  me — nor  yourself.  If  yon 
knew  either  of  us,  sir,  you  would  know  that  I  am  not  to  he 
made  prisoner  by  you !" 

Inglehardt's  cheek  flushed.  He  could  feel  the  sentiment  of 
scorn.  He,  the  son  of  the  overseer  and  grazier,  fblt  the  sting 
of  the  sarcasm  from  the  born  gentleman.  But  Inglebardt  was 
of  wonderfully  well-balanced  temper.  A  sting  never  disquieted 
him,  or  deranged  his  purposes,  however  much  he  might  feel  it 

"  Your  politeness,  sir,  will  hardly  suffice  for  yoor  safety.  I 
am  satisfied  that  you  are  the  rebel  Goremor,  Rntledge,  and  I 
have  tbe  honor  to  be  Richard  Inglehardt,  a  poor  captain  of 
loyal  rangers.  My  duty  to  arrest  you  is  fortunately  seconded 
by  my  power.  I  do  not  wish  to  shed  your  blood.  Will  you 
yield  quietly,  sir,  where  yon  ean  not  resist  with  safety  t*' 

Rntledge  rose,  and  with  one  hand  proceeded  to  gather  up  his 
papert,  his  eye  etiH  fixed  on  that  of  the  loyalist  captain.  The 
other  drvw  a  pistol  firom  his  pocket 

"Yield I  you  say  1    Yield!" 

**  Ay,  sir,  it  is  your  only  hope  of  safety.  A  single  blast  of 
this  bugle  Ails  tbe  house  with  my  rangers.  They  are  even 
ncrw  c^leeted  in  the  court.'* 

**  Yield  I  why,  my  good  follow,  do  you  not  see  that,  as  die 
rebel  governor  of  this  state,  to  yield  to  you  Is  impossible! 
Were  the  whole  army  of  Rawdon  at  hand  I  could  not  yield ! 
Don't  talk  to  me  of  yielding.  John  Rudedge  a  prisoner?  no, 
no !  Fall  on,  if  it  must  be  so !  The  gown  against  the  sword 
for  oQoe.  CnUmi  armm  ioga  !  I  take  my  auguriee  from  tbe 
poet    He  shall  be  voim  for  me  in  the  present  junctnre.*' 

«« Yomr  lifo  shall  be  safe,  sir,"  said  Inglehardt,  "  b«t  redrt- 
aace  it  impossible.  Once  more,  I  warn  yo«.  Yields  sir,  and 
be  assured  of  good  treatment" 
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**  You  liAve  yonr  answer  I"  said  Rudedge,  cocking  his  pistol, 
And  keeping  his  eye  steadfly  upoti  hkn. 

*'  Yonr  blood  be  upon  yonr  own  head  !*'  answered  Inglehardt, 
raising  the  bugle  to  hie  Hps*  But,  before  he  could  wind  ii, 
Sinclair  had  thrown  the  corerlet,  taken  from  Mrs.  Traris's  bed, 
over  the  head  of  the  loyalist,  enveloping  head  and  shoulders 
completely ;  and  so  suddenly  and  closely  was  it  drawn,  as  to 
prevent  ihe  shoot  with  which  he  would  have  brought  his 
troopers  into  the  house.  The  next  moment^  spite  of  all  his 
struggles,  he  was  stretched  out  upon  the  floor,  his  head  still 
muffled. 

**  A  cord,  Mrs.  Travis,"  cried  Sinclair  to  thd  lady  who  made 
her  appearance  at  the  door  the  next  moment,  and  readily  pnM 
cured  and  provided  the  required  artide.  Wkh  knee  upon  the 
breast  of  the  loyalist,  Sinclair  slippe*d  a  knot  about  his  arms 
and  feet,  which  put  him  completely  k^t-de^oomhai,  then  lifting 
him  up,  as  if  he  were  an  infont,  he  bore  him  into  the  passage, 
and  thence  down  the  inner  steps  into  the  basement,  where  he 
laid  him  out  gently  upon  the  floor. 

Never  was  captive  so  easily  overcome^-* so  simply,  so  sud- 
denly, and  so  unexpectedly  to  himself.  The  process  waa  the 
only  one.  The  muffling  of  the  htod  was  ike  only  means  of 
security.  Gould  he  have  wound  his  bugle,  or  shouted,  his 
troopers  would  have  rushed  into  the  house  instantly,  and  a  few 
moments  only  would  have  been  required  for  the  work  of  de- 
struction. An  ordinary  enemy,  obeying  an  impulse,  would 
have  knocked  the  loyalist  down,  or  tried  to  do  so ;  the  ready 
wit  of  Sinclair  found  it  better  to  roll  him  up.  Thb  was  most 
effectually  done,  and  the  stifled  cries  of  Inglehardt,  with  all  his 
efforts,  could  not  have  been  audible  without  the  apartment. 

Scarcely  had  our  major  of  dragoons  succeeded  in  this  opera- 
tion, and  in  conveying  his  captive  to  the  basement,  when  he 
beard  the  cheering  voice  of  Bertha  Travis,  above-stairs,  war- 
bling snatches  of  a  popular  song.  He  did  not  wait  for  more, 
but,  darting  upward  to  the  dining-room,  he  found  Rutledge  with 
pistols  ready,  his  papers  put  away  in  his  bosom,  and  his  rapier 
drawn. 

"  Up-stairs  now,  governor,  up-stairs  if  you  please,  with  Mrs. 
Travis,  while  I  secure  these  doors  as  quietly  as  possible.     We 
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need  but  twenty  mtmitei  of  tMpite»  unci  mttst  peril  nothhi:; 
from  stray  shot  or  sudden  8tr<^e«  We  akall  gatlier  up  all  these 
rascak  with  a  litde  patience." 

Sueh  were  Sinclair's  woT^B-^cfmunandt. 

Butledge  tendered  his  hand  to  the  lady,  in  the  style  of  one 
of  the  courtiers  of  that  day^  and  &e  two  disappeared  up-8tair& 
Sinclair  at  once  threw  the  bars  into  the  ataj^es,  which  seevred 
the  entrances  to  the  house,  front  and  rear ;  ikun,  as  ihe  eoemy 
might  enter  the  rooms  at  the  windows  from  the  pianas,  he 
locked  the  two  doors,  opposite  each  other,  which  opened  into  the 
passage,  and  hurried  up-stairs  also.  Here,  gliding  to  one  of 
the  windows  he  looked  oiit  into  the  court,  taking  care  not  to 
expose  hiiiisel£ 

**  Ay,  there  they  srre,  awaiting  the  bugle  blast  of  their  cap> 
tain  I  Weill  they  shall  ifow  have  mine;''  and  with  the  words, 
our  major  of  dragoone  poured  out  a  lively  tirorZa  tira-ia^  thrice 
from  his  bugle.  There  was  then  a  ruA  below  to  enter ;  and, 
failing  to  get  in  the  door,  some  of  the  troopers  were  soen  beard 
clambering  in  at  the  windows. 

"  It  will  cost  them  a  £ew  minutes,"  quoth  Stu^ir,  **  to  break 
down  the  inner  door,  and  by  that  time  they  will  have  to  turn 
about  for  other  cuitoners.    Ha !  do  you  hear  that  ?*' 

It  was  the  distant  blast  of  another  bugle. 

*'  In  five  minutes,  St  Julien  will  be  here  1  But  Aej  may 
«^ive  us  work  to  do  in  that  five  minutea.  Governor,  wUh  our 
pistols^  we  must  watch  the  stairs." 
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C^APTER   XXXV. 

THE  MELEE  — A   CHA^OE  — FLIGHT  — CAPTIvrTS*. 

PROurr  at4he  ««iibk)m,  Rudedge,  then  tke  dietmtor  of  South 
Oaaroiiiift»  to  whom  the  state  had  intrusted  Ae  sovereign  disere- 
tiou  implied  in  the  words  of  his  ehartear-^to  ''see  that  the 
repuWo  unstained  no  hftrm"— «^ollowed  the  major  of  dtagoons 
to  the  post  of  danger  with  at  Hitle  hesUatioin  a«  the  eommonost 
foot-BoMier  might  harre  shewn.  Here,  the  soldier  was  in  com- 
mandy  and  the  soTBreign  was  snhmiasi^w.  Both  held  themselTOS 
in  readiness^  and  their  pistok  too^  at  the  head  of  the  stairwaj; 
.  while  the  troopers  of  Inglehardt  were  stt iring  to  force  their 
entranee  £roin  the  hall  into  the  passage. 

''An  ale!  Bring  an  axe!"  was  &e  shriek,  rather  iiiah 
speech,  «f  <me  of  them,  appparentlj  in  connnand  helow.  Had 
eitiier  of  the  two  above-Stairs  ever  heard  ^e  veiee  of  Ingle- 
hardt's  fieree  little*  red-headed  lieutenant,  Frj,  he  would  have 
been  ait  no  loss  iu  identifyiig  the  speaker^    Anon  —■  was  heard — 

<' Stand  awaj I     Let  Crowell strike!" 

And  the  blows  resounded. 

A4  this  mooaient,  Sinelab  dimkr^ered  Bertha  at  his  elbow, 
pale>  hut  firmy  and  apparsatly  taking  position  in  the  ranks,  as 
if  in  watting  for  her  ishare  in  tbeiray. 

"  Back !"  cried  he-^-^  Back,  dearest-^ you  hare  no  business 
here !     Badt  io  jeta  chamber  and  keep  wholly  out  of  sight !" 

The  poor  girl  shrank  away,  thinking  the  speech  the  harshest 
she  had  ever  heard,  er  expected  to  heai%  f^om  the  lips  of  her 
lever.  But  it  was  no  time  for  mammets.  The  tilt  promised  to 
be  any  sort  but  that  cff  loving  lips^ 

The  blows  resounded  more  and  more  heavily  below;  the 
splkiters  were  heard  to  fly  from  the  door;  and,  after  a  few 
oQore  strokes,  a  rending  crash,  ahd  a  shout,  announced  the 
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success  of  the  assailants.  The  door  was  shattered,  driven  from 
its  hinges,  and  the  troopers  dashed  into  the  passage.  They 
darted  forward — one,  two,  three ! — headlong  up  the  stepe. 

A  shot ! — the  foremost  is  stricken  down  with  a  ballet  throngh 
the  head !  He  fell  backward,  balanced  a  moment,  as  it  were, 
revolving  in  air,  then  yielded,  and  rolled  over,  down  between 
the  legs  of  his  companions ! 

There  was  a  panse — a  check — a  sensation.  Thus  suddenly 
to  lose  oni^  man  out  of  three  or  four  is  apt  to  cause  uncomlbrta- 
ble  feelings  in  the  survivors. 

'*  What!  do  you  stop  when  a  man  mkacp  a  stept  on  with 
you!  Don't  you  Bee  he's  only  seared.  Whoop!  up,  boys! 
There's  but  a  single  man  of  them !" 

So  Fry ! — and  up  the  troopers  bounded  onoe  more— ^ two, 
three,  four ;  Fry  pressing  behind  them  with  sword  and  pistoL 

Up  and  down  flew  the  bullets^— a  litde  wikUy.  Another 
{alb.  Sinclair  himself  is  grased.  He  darts  down  with  hm 
sabre ;  smites  right  and  left,  and  hurls  one  fellow  over  the  Ifrnm- 
ister!  The  space  between  die  parties  reduced,  his  powerful. 
size  and  strength,  in  that  narrow  passage,  render  him  equal  to 
ha]£  a  score.  Besides*  he  is  on  the  elevstlon.  He  strikes 
downward,  and  this  is  an  advantage.  Fry^  a  brave  litde  lei- 
low,  confronts  him,  and  hie  arm,  the  ri^  am,  drops,  hewn 
dean  off  at  the  shfmlder  widi  a  siugle  sweep  of  the  sabre. 

''Oh,  my  Oodl"  was  his  ery,  **Vm  miiMd  for  lifeP  md 
he  sank  down,  fainting,  at  the  f^  of  his  enemy,  «ad  rsAed  to 
the  bottom  of  the  steps. 

But  two  men  now  oonfronted  our  Biajor  of  Aragooiis— and 
they  shrank-^staggered  baek-^down  the  staars,  and  joaded 
each  other,  in  the  strug^e,  made  with  baekward  eyes,  to  regain 
the  door  of  the  passage — regain  their  eomradea. 

Shouts  within,  and  shouts  without,  confounded  tiieir  senses. 
Sinclair  kept  his  ground,  midway  the  stan-ffi^.  Bi^ledge  had 
reloaded  the  emptied  pistols.  He  himself  had  disehaiged  a 
couple,  and  he  now  joined  Sinclair  widi  the  ready  weapons. 
The  latter  would  not  suffer  him  to  remain  at  die  position  whieb 
he  himself  oco«|iied. 

'*  They  are  preparing  for  mere  deliberate  operations^**  aatf 
he—*'  but  deliberation  is  their  deadi  I     Do  yon  not  hear  dM 
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trogles?"     Suddenl^r  there  h  n  wild  clamor  without — a  shout 

—  the  merry  and  shrill  clnmor  of  the  tinmpets,  and  the  heavy 
danger  of  the  charging  h^se. 

Sinclair  nwhed  up  for  a  moment,  and  gave  a  hurried  glance, 
through  the  half-opened  window  of  one  of  the  ehamhers,  out 
upon  (the  aveniie  asd  eoart»  He  beheld  the  mel^e — a  glance 
was  enough.  He  rushed  down  stairs,  tore  away  the  bar  which 
secured  the  outer  door,  and,  waving  his  broadsword  aloft,  dart- 
ed out  into  the  piasza,  and  dovm  tlie  steps— -shouting,  at  the 
topmost  pitch  of  his  voice,  as  he  came  forth  :-* 

"  Hurrah  !  dragoons !  over  'em  !  They  are  yours  f  Feed 
the  sabre  as  they  fly  \  Into  tbefm  J  Through  'em,  my  brave 
Mlows  1     You  are  a  match  for  fifty  more  such  rascals !" 

And  well  did  the  brwre  troopers  second  the  encouragement 
of  the  major  of  dragoons,  and  deserve  it !  The  squad  of  Ingle- 
bardt»  taken  wholly  by  surprise,  was  already  scattered.  Some 
darted  into  ^le  woods  below,  otlvers  for  the  swamp.  Their  cap- 
i9m  nowhere  to  be  seen — their  fierce  litde  Ensign  F17,  bleed- 
ing helplessly  io  death  at  the  f»ot  of  the  stairs  in  the  dwelling 

—  they  were  without  a  head,,  and  the  members  were  soon  dis- 
persed and  broken  ;  all  but  a  group  <3ff  ten  or  a  dozen,  who  kept 
together,  and  dasbed  into  the  upper  avenue,  relying  on  their 
boo£i  rather  than  their  broadswords. 

But  the  dragoons  were  soon  upon  their  baunchos.  Sindair 
bimaelf  wte  new  mounted^  having  seised  upon  a  vacant  saddle 
— -a.«teed  that,  in  his  Aright  and  confnsion — had  actually  thrust 
his  nose  into  one  of  the  basement  windows  of  the  houso. 

The  poor  beast — not  a  bad  beast  either — was  that  of  F17. 
Ooce  astride  this,  aaimalf  the  spurs  of  Sinclair  soon  brccaght'him 
to  ^me  right*>abont;  and  he  dashed  forward  with  all  his  mettle, 
now  quite  recovered,  in  pmrsuit  of  hta  lying  associates.  These, 
hard  pressed,  wheeled  about,  and  emptying  their  pistols  full  in 
the  face  of  their  pursuers,  but  without  doing  much  mischief, 
they  prepared  for  the  encounter,  ptU^meU,  with  the  slashing 
broadsword.  Presenting  a  good  force,  they  completely  covered 
ibe  narrow  avenue  in  which  they  were  overtaken. 

**  Ohaige  1"  cried  Sinclair,  with  all  the  glad  fury  of  the  Hun, 
raging  with  battle.  But,  even  in  that  moment,  a  voice  as  loud, 
and  clearer  than  hv&  own,  th"*ndered  out,  at  his  very  side :  **- 
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**  Spare  them,  Sinclair  I  Remember,  they  are  onr  cowilxy. 
men!  Let  them  accept  mercy — let  them  make  8Qbmis8i<Hi! 
We  will  receive  them  into  onr  ranks!  Submit,  brave  fellows, 
it  is  better  to  live  for  your  country,  than  to  die  for  a  foreign 
tyrant  f    Submit  and  save  yourselyes  1" 

It  was  the  Yoioe'of  Butledge.  He>  too,  had  seised  upon  a 
vagrant  steed,  and  was  now  riding  by  Sinclair's  side — an 
emptied  pistol  in  his  hand,  no  bat  upon  bis  head,  his  arm  wav- 
ing wide,  as  was  its  wont  when  he  tbundeved  in  speech — and 
his  lofty  person  rising  to  the  fall  majesty  of  the  words  whieh 
he  had  spoken. 

And  the  words  were  as  magical  as  in^ijestie.  The  loyalists 
lowered  their  swords,  and  made  the  sign  of  submisaion,  wheeled 
into  the  resff  of  SiiM^air's  tvoop,  and  heeame  good  rebels  after 
a  creditable  fashion. 

However  strange  the  faet,  the  caee  was  frtqaent.  The  wise 
policy  of  Rutledge  brought  baidk  ,hundreds  to  the  noiks  of  the 
country.  '  He  knew  tkat  the .  e^u^  had  not  been  wbU  under- 
stood at  first -f-  that  many,  wf^a  beguiled  by  fake  counsdloi^-^ 
than  many  bad  been  driven  by  mjuslioe  into  dia  ranks  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  ijt  needed  only  to  take  all  jttidi«  kt  the  haiigy 
moment,  to  persuade,  convince,, or -^subsidiae.  The  victory 
was  won.  All  but  seven  at  eigbt  of  Inglehandt's  foUowert 
were  to  be  icottnted  upon  the  ground,  <or  in  ciq»tavlty.  The  fu- 
gitives, dashing  into  the  woods  below^  -  which  il  ifand  been  ar- 
ranged that  Coulter's  troop  was  le  eoveis,  hadtfaoa&r  auoeeeded 
in  making  llieir  escape*  Theae  were  to  be  looked  after  at  a 
future  mottient^ 

Sindair  uid  Rutledge,.  wiihLthe'irao|Mffs^  nv»  rode  baek  to 
the  dwelling,  where  aoma  time  was  sp^it  neoesaarily  in  tbe  in- 
spection of  ^e  field,  in  vemoving  the  dead  &om  the  benae,  and 
purging  it  of  its  bloody  testimomala.  Here*  it  was  Isaod  that 
the  fierce  little  lieutenanl:  J'ry,  had  bled  to  death ;  not  an  un- 
freqnent  event  where  stkh  formidable  wounds  wece  gir^en,  aod 
in  a  service  which,  like  that  of  our  partiBans,  was  attended  by 
but  few  surgeons.  Fry  was  utterly  lifeless  when,  iria  body  was 
exaoninedv  but  it  was  Ml  warm.  Two  othas#  w^ita  lound  riain 
by  pistol-shots— three  lay  severely  wounded  in  the  ceiiit»  and 
one   killed?   seven  were  slightly  wounded,   and  witkin  Am 
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Buceor  of  the  simplest  surgery,  and  only  some  Iialf-dozen  of 
the  tory  troop  remained  to  be  picked  up  or  accounted  for. 

But  where  Was  their  captain  — where  Inglehardt,  who  had 
been  so  iecurety  corded,  als  ft  was  thought,  and  muffled  up  in 
the  passage  of  the  basement?  When  they  came  to  look  for 
him,  he  was  gone.  Ho  had  evidently  found  assistance  from 
other  hands  than  his  own,  and  had  escaped.  He  was  nowhere 
to  be  found.  Wlien,  fi  little  while  after,  the  ladies  were  refer- 
red to,  tiicy  knew  nothing.  They  had  heard  noises  below,  but 
had  not  ventured  f^oni  the  upper  chambers,  till  Sinclair's  reap- 
pearande  in  the  court  below  had  reassured  them ;  and  even 
then  they  had  nut  descended  to  the  lower  story. 

Bui  we  have  sourw^b  of  information  beyond  theirs,  by  which 
to  account  for  the  escape  of  the  captain  of  Ibynlists.  He  had  a 
friend  capable  of  succoring  him.  In  one,  whor  though  hts  crea- 
ture, was  about  the  last  creature  in  the  world  to  wliom  he 
should  liave  looked  f8r  help  in  a  moment  of  danger.  But  the 
mouse  can  gnaw  through  the  meshes  of  the  lion,  and  lagle* 
hardt'smouser  came  to  his  aid  at  a  happy  tnoment. 

It  happened  that,  in  the  very  moment  when  the  conflict  began, 
Jiilhis,  the  mulatto  house-servant  of  Travis,  trembling  with 
terror,  had  crept  into  one  of  the  basement  windows.  Here,  in 
one  of  the  darkest  places,  he  crouched  in  an  ague  fit,  and 
remained  unconscious  of  everything  but  the  shouts,  tlie  shots, 
the  clang  of  sabres,  and  the  rush  of  steeds  without,  until  the 
pnrsait  of  the  fugitives  by  our  major  of  dragoons.  Then,  he 
recorered  courage  to  look  ilbout  hiih,  but  not  yet  to  look  oui, 
He  heard  a  difficult  breathing  in  the  passage — a  rustling,  rest- 
lci,s«  motion— and  a  feeble  voice,  half-stifled,  crying,  at  momentSi 
for  succor.  It  was  some  time  before  the  mulatto  dared  approach 
the  object  of  his  apprehension,  and  ascertain  the  fact,  that  the. 
prisoner,  thus  fettered^  and  half-smothered  in  the  coverlet  torn 
from  the  bed  of  his  mistrefss,  and  wrapped  tolerably  snugly 
about  his  neck,  and  over  his  head,  was  the  wily  tory  whom  he 
had  so  profitlessly  ser\'ed  in  this  very  expedition.  With  trem- 
bling hands  the  mulatto  cut  the  cords,  tore  off  the  bandage, 
and  released  the  prisoner. 

A  glance  at  the  field,  taken  stealthily  through  the  windows, 
revealed  to  Inglehardt  the  whole  plan  of  escape.    The  troopers 
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were  in  pursuit.  The  negroes  had  all  fled  to  hidmg-place& 
None  but  wounded,  dying,  or  dead  men  were  to  be  s^en,  and 
it  was  just  possible  to  steal  out,  unnQticed,  to  the  swamp. 
Thither,  accordingly,  he  determined  to  flj ;  and  he  made  the 
attempt  in  safety,  taking  Julius  with  him.  He  buried  himselC 
as  soon  as  possible,  up  to  the  neck,  iimong  the  thick  reeds  and 
willows  of  the  swamp. 

Here,  he  could  still,  in  some  measure,  be  a  witness  of  the 
scene.  He  could  hear  the  shouts  of  victory,  the  tramplings  of 
the  horse,  the  blasts  of  the  bugle,  and  then  the  regular  trot  of 
the  troop  as  it  passed  into  the  woods  below ;  and»  finally,  to  his 
great  relief,  down  came  the  darkening  shadows  of  night  over 
river  and  forest.  Under  her  friendly  shelter,  Inglehaidt  stole 
out  from  his  hiding-place,  making  for  the  river,  and  designing 
to  swim  across.  But  here  he  found  the  boat  whi^ch.  Sinclair  had 
employed  in  his  passage  to  and  fro.  He  gladly  availed  himself 
of  the  opportunity  which  it  offered  him,  and,  having  made  the 
boy  Julius  first  enter,  he  leaped  in  himself,  and  allowed  the 
little  vessel  to  drop  down  stream.  The  navigation  was  not 
intricate,  and  he  knew  it  well ;  and  when  he  reached  the  month 
of  Four-mile  Branch,  be  ran  the  dug-out  in,  pressed  upward  as 
far  as  the  waters  would  allow,  and  then  put  his  little  vessel  in  a 
place  of  concealment  near  the  banks,  closely  covered  with  a 
matted  thicket. 

Here  he  felt  himself  tolerably  safe.  It  was  now  quite  daric. 
though  the  night  was  clear  and  starlighted.  He  was  now.  he 
kiiew,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  bay  thicket,  whither  he  had  or- 
dered Travis  to  be  taken,  and  where  he  was  to  be  kept,  until  he 
should  return  from  his  enterprise  against  Sinclair  at  HoUy-Dale. 
Ho  never  anticipated  his  own  return  in  his  present  condition ; 
but,  with  usual  and  proper  precaution,  the  same  ha^f  bad  been 
appointed  as  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  his  troopers  in  case 
they  should  be  scattered  in  pursuit  or  flight.  He  could  soon 
reach  this  point,  and  everything  was  silent  That  he  did  not 
immediately  attempt  it  was  due  to  his  exhaustion.  He  was 
sore  from  his  recent  bonds,  and  wearied,  not  to  speak  of  a  tem- 
porary depression  of  spirits  that  was  quite  natmral  to  his  rever- 
ses. Once  he  thought  of  sounding  his  bugle,  which  was  still 
about  his  neck,  but  he  prudently  recollected  that  its  wimmons 
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rniglit  bring  down  upon  him  far  ojher  visiters  tban  tliose  wbom 
he  cared  to  entertain  ftt  present.  He  concloded  to  keep  snnglj 
in  his  canoe  for  an  hour,  and  then  venture  ont  to  the  jlace  of 
rendezvous.  His  present  place  of  reftige  was  fkvoraWe  to  any 
movement  which  he  might  desire  to  make,  Enabling  him  to 
steal  back  again  to'  Holly -Dale,  should  he  see  fit— and  this  was 
to  depend  wholly  upon  the  number  of  fhgittves  which  should 
join  him  at  the  hay — to  return  to  Orangeburg,  should  the  con- 
quering ttoop  of  Sinclair  not  take  the  same  direction ;  to  put 
himself  across  the  river,  or  go  still  farther  down  the  stream, 
should  the  exigency  of  the  case  render  it  necessary  that  he 
should  increase  the  distance  betwecJn  himself  and  his  enemy. 
Inglehardt  could  meditate  his  plans  coolly  still,  in  spite  of  hils 
mortifications  of  flesh  and  spirit — in  spite  of  the  defeat  of  his 
objects,  and  the  loss,  now  felt  for  the  first  time,  of  his  pistols, 
sword  and  snuff-box.  His  nos^ — and  it  felt  the  privation  — 
was  unfed  during  the  whole  of  his  meditation. 

Leaving  him  to  brood  above  his  paddles,  and  in  waiting  upon 
Fate,  we  return  to  Holly-Dale. 

While  Inglehardt  had  thus  been  stealing  off  in  security,  Sin- 
clair had  been  busily  engaged  in  reaping  the  field  which  he 
had  won,  and  arranging  his  plan  of  future  operations.  Much 
had  to  be  done,  occupying  considerable  time,  before  he  could  re- 
join the  ladies.  Itutledgo  required  him  in  consultation,  and 
there  was  something  to  be  understood  in  regard  to  the  troop 
with  which  the  victory  had  been  obtained,  which  taxed  his  con- 
sideration. This  troop  was  not  that  of  Coulter;  was,  in  fact, 
only  a  detachment  from  that  of  Cajptain  St.  Julien,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Mazyck.  St.  Julien  had  been  com- 
pelled to  go,  with  one  half  of  his  force,  in  pursuit  of  a  mixed 
body  of  tories  and  hlack  dragoons  (negroes),  which  had  been 
reported  as  breaking  cover  somewbere  on  the  South  Eciisto; 
and  thither  had  Coulter  also  gone  with  his  companyi  before  the 
summons  of  Sinclair  could  reach  him.  Mazyck,  accordingly, 
had  brought  with  him  but  twenty-five  troopers ;  but,  when  we 
add  to  these,  some  thirteen  of  Inglehardt's  squad — raw  fellows, 
but  docile,  who  had  accepted  Eutledge's  offer  of  pardon  for 
past  offences  —  the  thirty-eight,  all  told,  made  a  body  sufficient 
ly  strong  for  present  purposes. 

18* 
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Jim  B«Hou  hud  also  come?  back*  firovn  his  fruitless  search  after 
Ooulter^  and  'Branu  the  ne^o,  }iad  reached  the  field  in  aemson 
to  dash,  in^  after,  hjs  master,  and  make  his  demonstrations  in  tba 
fights  when  it  promised  to  be  fieroest.  Under  Sinclair*8  eye, 
and  seconding  his  eha/ge,  'Bram  had  already  shown  that  he 
conld  be  a  fearful  customer.  He  had  some  scruples  about  ^ 
prudence  and  propriety  of  warfare,  tu^less  some  dashing  cava- 
lier of  the  white  race  put  himself  in  the  van  of  battle. 

Having  seer  to  his  troopers,  and  ascertained  the  facts  in  his 
situation,  Sinclair  prepared,  accompanied  by  Butledge,  to  re- 
visit the  ladies,  and  relieve  their  iM)x4eties.  They  re-entered 
the  house  together,  and  while  the  dictator  remained  in  the  par- 
lor below^  our  major  of  drfl^o^ps  ascended  the  stairs.  He  was 
met  midway  by  Bertha,  whom  he  caught  with  a  loving  fierce- 
ness in  his  arms,  pressing  her  lips  with  his  own,  before  she 
could  apprehend  his  purpose,  and  extricate  herself  from  his 
grasp. 

"  All's  safe.  Bertha.    We  are  the  masters  of  the  field." 

"J*  all  safe  ?"  answered  the  girl,  with  anxiety  and  trembling 
— "  Is  all  safe,  Willie  I     Where's  Henry,  my  brothei  V 

"  Henry,  your  brother  I"  exclaimed  Sinclair,  staggered  by 
the  question^  and  at  once  reproaching  himself  for  his  seeming 
forgetfulness  of  the  noble  boy. 

"  Is  he  not  here  ]     Has  ho  not  been  with  you  1" 

"  No  I  no  I  Good  Heavens,  Willie,  ^hat  is  become  of  him  t 
Have  you  not  seen  him  V 

Yea,  to  be  sure ;  f  saw  Urn  when  I  rode  out  to  charge  the 
^emy  up  the  avenue.  I  «a^  hin^,  then,  and  heard  him  shout- 
ing, and  thought  he  followed  me,  but,  Jn  the  excitement  of  the 
charge,  I  lost  him ;  and  on  my  return,  seeing  no  more  of  hliu, 
I  concluded  he  had  joined  his  mother  and  yourself." 

**0h,  Willie!  this  is  terrible!  What  can  have  become  of 
him  1  Go,  dear  Willie,  go  seek  and  find  him,  and  come  back 
soon  with  him,  for  mother  is  in  a  wretched  state  of  uneasiness. 
Hasten,  Willie,  while  I  go  back  and  quiet  her,  with  a  hope 
that  you  will  find  and  bring  him  soon." 

Sinclair  at  onoe  dashed  down  the  stairs,  and,  in  a  few  words* 
told  Kutledge  his  new  cause  of  anxiety,  in  which  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  latter  were  deeply  interested. 
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f<  Boi  Im|i^:gQb  3ipK}«Ap>  jrOU  ar^  Awtase^-^go  at  Qioe;  I  am 
flg(pe«ie4i  4^^  .bopjd  to  m»ei  Gren^ral  Groane  to^Mghi.  Too 
inacb.de|^pii49riijE<^  ^em  mosKintA  mlWr  to  finffarjim  td  daky, 
even  tb^vgjb  to  betp  in  tii^  aeiu^ok  for  this  galUoi  boy." 

*'  I  b»pw  k«  sir ;  and,  if  jon  plemae*  will  deepatob  in  fiscort 
of  t€Ai  vfkm  with.  yo%nqd^  X4emleiMtat  Msvyefe,  vbo  win  .ao- 
company  you  fieri9#9rtWt  riv^iv  ctaflsinf  aA  SbiUing^a*  whieb  is 
(he  sbortest  rout  to  Herrisperger'St  aad  ^ovog  on  mrilh^ou  lathe 
laaativkg  mifi  Qe^Mal  CrvoeAe.  if  yW  r«i|U]ire  jut*''  •  * 

"  No !  Ao  I  tblkfc  wiJl  WiJ  be  .oecnaaiarf.  I  have  tny  tw4>  aida 
waitii^  fo^  |i^,atServiapai^v'a  and  they  wiU  Buffieefos  esoeat 
7W.,coad  iftpro^  elcMiX <«o:ir«  ;;W«.knQW  .urhara BltMrdon  ia oai 
i;hie  eo^^garf0,»ai|d /tb|itjGr«eeiie*ai.detaolni6iit  i8/6¥eii  now  19 
ad^afH»€^,of  bm^  AUIb  .MfEe  akng  9iy  roota*  and  I  will  seM 
your  man  back  as  soon  as  I  reach  Herriapacger^s*  Ymu  nleaIl^ 
wbiJa,.  B^  a^tj^r,  tbe  boy»  ai^d  j(|ii|.4fae  army  witb  all  deifaich. 
We  have  active  work  for  all  our  cayaby  hefcw."  . 

**  ToujcblP^iQ^ptiLii^  Xraviat.gpvaraoir,  and[  fada  patttien  !!' 

"U  ^^.  graat^  J^^t^M  tbe  doeunent  whick  gives  bisi  m- 
demi^itj*  His  p4i|^B  a|^  valuable  to  as*  a»d.  I  da  ai^  quastiaa 
bi8  fiddUty  in  fJUjEMTiB.  Hi«,  dagger  is  bow  Ictm  thaanaiDy,  .Hia 
absence  suggests  the  fear  that  Inglehardt  has fbnaibini out,  and 
8ecu];ad  him  ii^  Oi^^^^rg.  filo^  is  tba  lime  to.  daak  kto  the 
village  emp<^;  |^  J^^rwli^ife  tbajr  are  pai4  to  have  same  score 
01  two  4>f  ref^^ff^t^  Irish  In  limbo»  and  wkaii^  Travis  ia  pr^ 
ably  lai^  ^  tb^.heela  also^  Be  aoran  wbA^  yon  aia  about  thia 
buaii^ass.  tPT8^ptfre>wb«t  vamate^  oftbe  oamiMSiatiai  iiLQEaiigai- 
bofgr ;/  Oet  M  ^  ofot}|e|< imd)<Mta¥iopa  th^iigsou cao  ^and,  1^ 
loadiafi  f<i^fi  \sq^t$  ifelh  atid  ^m^viaig  jisottptljF  up*  the  rivfr, 
yon  will  be  able  to  join  us,  before  Bawdon  can  possibly  ihaka 
bis  way  aarofs  tbe  com^cy.  Xqd  will  pf<>baUy  jfiiid  tbe  Irisht 
whom  you  emancipate,  willing  to  take  arms  agaitiat  their  farmer 
ow^^er^.  If  sp,  n^Q^nt  t)iam>  mid  bring  tb^m  along  behind  your 
troop^s.  Of  cpursei  yoa /will  search  ft>r  the  boy  ;  but  beware 
tfaat  jopdo  aot  liiiger  one  hoar  too  long*  Ton  must  give  up 
the  feaxcbi  if  it  dolay^  yo«  over  tbe  next  tweoty*^Mur  hours. ' 
KawoFeB  piwM  it  iQI^  ba  to  yon^  ia  youor  relaliona  with  this 
very  interesting  family,  to  forego  the  search,  you  are  neithet  to 
peril  yotu^  tfat)p>  iiof  ea^Jianaaa  ^mr  parpoaas  ia  any  frui^ess 
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wa^teof  linM.  If  the  boy  is  elain,  whteh  0«d  MblA !  yon  will 
find  hi0  hoiyf  no  donbt,  in  yonder  "wood.*  If  thefagittvea  haT« 
borno  him  along  wkh  th«m)  tb«y  will  hardly  ill-treat  saeh  a 
child— indeed^  will  hardly  think'it  worth  whHe  t6  detein  htm." 

*^  Ah  I  sir,  yov  know  net  this  cold-blooded  Bconndrr^l  Ingle* 
hardt,  or  hk  objeets.  The  father  and  son  ia  his  power,  be  wffl 
hope  to  establish  a  Ibaifdl  hold  npenf  the  family/' 

''Bnt  4^  is  « liigitive»  aleo.'' 

<*He  has*  escaped,  aod  fiiesv  it  9*  tme ;  bat  h^  has  probably 
oaaght  tlie  boy  in  his  flight ;  and,  while  We  were  pressing  upon 
the  enemy  up  the  av^mie^  has  sneoe^ded  in  earrying  him  o£ 
Tlie  fathev's  wealth,  the  dimghter^  beauty,  are  both  .objects  of 
greedy  desire  with  Inglehardt;  and  Either  mnd  eon  iti  his 
power,  how  terrible  is  tbe  hfi4d  whidi  be  possesses  npon  the 
mother  and  daughter.!'* 

Sinclair  read^  conceived  the  policy  of  his  enemy,  from  a 
knowledge  of  his  character. 

*'  It  IS'  a  cupiel  prospect  to  sarvey,  but,  I  trust,  that  you  ex- 
aggerate its  dangers.  As  a  fugitive,  and  pressed  by  your  troop- 
ers, Inglehar^'s  flight  must  be  one  of  embarrassments,  whidi 
will  probably  coaipel  him  to  cast  cfS  bis  prisoners,  assuming 
that  he  has  them." 

**  He  may  brain  ihem  first,"  said  Sinclair,  with  a  shudder. 

'^Hardly,  if  his  purpose  be  such  as  you  indicate.  No !  no ! 
my  dear  fellow,  look  at  the  thing  more  cheerfVilly.  Press  the 
pursuit;  urge  the  hunt  and  search ;  be  prompt  and  keen ;  be 
ijuick;  do  not  loae  thne;  and,  tf  you  Dsil  to  find  the  boy  and 
his  father^  at  least,  your  Mlure  will  be  temporary.  My  1^ 
npon  it,  In^eluUDdt  will  barm  neither.  His  policy  demands  that 
he  should  not," 

'*  Bat  should  he  giTe  Travis  up  to  Bidfour  or  Bawdon,  they 
will  hang  him." 

**  He  will  hardly  do  that  either,  unless  he  finds  his  schemes 
have  been  defeated.  No !  no  {  shake  off  your  gloom,  and  go 
to  your  duty.  8end  out  your  scouts  at  once,  and  scour  all  the 
'  woods  down  to  Omngeburg.  Let  us  botli  away  "On  our  separate 
duties  at  once.  Let  me  have  your  escort  The  ivight  is  upon 
us." 

And  the  two  parted,  going  several  w«ys ;  Butledge,  wi*^ 
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Ifasyck  and  his  escort  upward,  ajd  Sinclair  with  all  but  two 
troopers,  left  to  watch  Holly-Dale,  bnrjing  himself  in  the  lower 
woods,  where,  nnder  direction  of  Ballon,  the  scout,  some  of  the 
men  carrying  torches,  the  whole  command  was  so  scattered  as 
to  cover  the  width  of  the  wood  from  the  edge  of  the  swamp  to  the 
main  road.  Thus  displayed,  the  troopers  pushed  down  in  equal 
line,  with  regular  (Hcessure,  and  as  ri\pidlj  as  they  might  con- 
sistently with  their  purpose  of  close  search  along  the  route. 
The  lowier>  swamp  ilself  could  not  be  penetrated  on  horseback, 
or  searched  successfully  by  night,  and  Sinclair  shook  his  head 
gudly  as  he  theni^t  Ibat  tiie  poor  boy  might,  etren  l^n,  be  held 
down,  and  half  stifled,  not  a  hundred  yaids  distant,  in  som« 
one  tf  Ha  deep  v^soesses. 


THE  F0RA7KB& 
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now    rtfiNkY   •TRaVi^  tfAH^l^  IN  HtS  ttUBV  -VATrLB. 

As  a  meilber  of  course*  Wore  il^e  Afet^K^  iA  flMttfeh  i0ie  woodi 
b^tuiiTa43ior<Migli  Inqwy  yas  madi^  .mm)!^  th^  ticoopaii, 
and  a  search  of  the  gronnda  iramediatdir  abpuit.tiie.hoaae  ia* 
stituted,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  find  some  clues  to  the  fate.of  the 
boy.  But  no  information  was  obtained  which  could  be  relied 
on,  or  which  was  in  any  way  valuable.  He  had  been  seen  by 
several  persons,  but  only  for  a  moment ;  and  when  the  excite- 
ment of  the  conflict  was  such  that  each  had  his  own  cause  of 
anxiety,  his  own  work  on  hand,  and  when  one  impression  in- 
stantly dispersed  all  traces  of  the  preceding.  His  boyish  eager- 
ness had  been  noted,  his  boyish  shouts  were  remembered.  But 
it  was  surprising  how  completely  he  had  been  lost  sight  of  by 
everybody,  in  the  moment  when  Sinclair  himself  lost  sight  of 
him; — the  moment  when  the  latter  charged  up  the  northwest 
avenue,  in  the  final  assault  upon  the  only  party  of  the  loyalists 
who  still  showed  am  embodied  front.  We  have  seen  the  fortu- 
nate result  of  this  charge,  and  need  say  no  more  on  the  subject 
When  Sinclair  first  heard  from  Bertha  that  Henry  had  not  ap- 
peared, a  full  hour  had  elapsed  after  the  strife  was  over — this 
time  being  consumed  in  collecting  the  prisoners,  attending  to 
the  wotmded,  and  making  such  dispositions  as  were  called  for 
by  the  safety  of  the  party,  and  in  the  consultation  with  Rut- 
ledge. 

Feeling  some  natural  self-reproaches  for  his  momentary  for- 
getfulness  of  one  so  really  dear  to  him  as  Henry  Travis  and 
now  greatly  anxious  for  his  fate,  Sinclair  hastened  his  proceed- 
ings for  the  search,  and  having  made  such  arrangements  as 
would  tend  to  the  better  prosecution  of  his  attempts,  he  soon 
disappeared  with  his  command,  meaning  himself  to  lead  the 
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hunt,  9X  tU  eveAte  until  tbe  fBxiy  reached  FomsMile  cretk ; 
when  it  ▼«a.bi9  purport,  vbBtber  fuooessAd  or  not,  to  press 
down  with  the  litif^r  body  of:' his  hien,  by  a  riifid  moretnetit 
upon  Orangeburg,  folfilHng  the  objeets  iziAeated  in  his  conf)8- 
renc#  194th  AlitMgo.  The  tfiir titer  search  after  the  boj,  if  he 
was  not  redovated  before  ireftebin^  that  point,  vtras  to  be  kft  io 
Ballon  and  'Sr^n,  witfi^fai^  a  dosen  of  the  best  soomts  from 
among  the;d0agoonft    N«tffhing  more  could  then  be  thought  of* 

Leaving  our  ini^or  «f  dragoom  to  this  labor,  we  return  to  the 
fields  ujA  U0amm  cmr  tparrative  oi  the  struggle. 

It  ia  for  us  to  sul^plj  the  deficient^  knowledge,  which  now 
]lfN)inptod  tiie  search  of  Bindair;  and  io  abow  by  what  proces- 
ses car  j^ung  fiidndi  Harrj  TraTb>  disappeared  from  the  scene 
of  action.  We  have  the  evidence  of  his  presence  upon  the 
Midi  He  came  down  with  4fae  test,  in  ^e  rapid  charge  of 
M^yck,  whkrh  surpriaed  tli«  loyalists,  at  Uie  moment  when 
Lieutenant- Fry,  and  three  or  lour  of  his  folio  wars  were  break 
ing  into  the  honae.  Those  without,  sitting  their  horses  care* 
leasly,  or  dismounted  and  strolling  about  the  grounds,  were 
taken  wholly  by  stDrprise  when  t^  dragoons  charged  ;  and  be- 
ing r»w  reeruito  mostly,  and  totally  lak^ing  the  coolness  and 
(Steadiness  of  old  soldiers,  dispersion  followed,  except  it  the 
smsdl  group  of  ten  or  a  dozen,  who,  wheeling  around  the  hiouse, 
dashed  up  the  avenue,  the  only  opening,  which  promised  them 
an  unobstructed  course  for  ilight.  The  rest,  whether  on  horse 
or  a-lbot>  darted  atonoe  for  shelter;  into  the  lower  woods^  or 
scattered  themselves  about  the  grounds,  to  be  run  down,  and 
knfK^ed  severally  on  the  head  by  Masyck's  troopers,  some  of 
vrhom  very  naturally'  addressed  themselves  to  these  perform- 
ances. 

Henry  Travis,  pistols  in  hand,  found  himself  thus  engaged, 
along  with  the  rest,  almost  without  a  thouglit.  He  had  heard 
the  shout  of  Sinclair,  and  his  own  had  answered  it  with  an  ex- 
ulting sNise  of  joyousnesB ;  but  the  major,  at  that  moment,  was 
on  one  side  of  the  house,  he  on  the  other ;  Sinclair  was  dragging 
forth  the  horse  of  Fry,  preparing  to  charge  the  only  compact 
force  of  the  enemy  which  still  kept  the  field.  Henry  did  wot 
see  him — did  not  know  of  the  party  which  had  swept  up  the 
avenne^   Mis  eyes  were  sufficiently  occupied  with  the  Aifi^itive 
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figiirefli  on  horse  or  afoot,  that  were  to  be  i^een  scalterfaig  io 
search  of  cover;  and  he  was  led  away,  b]r  •  natural  impobe, 
which  effisctiiaJij  rendered  hhn  heetiess  of  any  objects,  hot  the 
one  actnaily  before  hit  eyes. 

Now,  it  win  be  remenabered,  that  Inglehar^  had  left  Dick 
of  Tophet  and  Bnnison  the  Trailer*  in  ctf^er  behind  tile  dairr, 
commissioned  with  the  special  duty  of  seenring  the  person  of 
Bertha  Traris,  and  making  off  widi  her  to  the  swamp,  irrespec- 
tive of  any  of  the  proceedfnga  of  himself  and  histnMpers.  This 
was  one  grand  feature  td  his  meditated  perfbrmaneea  that  day, 
the  nett  in  importance  to  the  one  task  which  he  assigned  to 
himself,  of  captdring  or  destroying  BindaSr.  We  have  seen  tlie 
fraits  of  his  mistake,  in  supposing  that  Sindair  was  the  'oidy 
guest  at  Holly-Dale. 

Dick  of  Tophet  and  the  Trailer  were  duly  impresMd  witli 
the  importance  of  the  dotj  confided  to  their  bands,  by  the 
promise  of  ten  guineas — an  immense  sum  in  those  days — to  be 
divided  between  them,  in  the  event  of  the  giri^  captivity,  and 
her  aafe  delivery,  in  the  swamp,  into  the  hands  of  their  em- 
ployer. He  had  his  reasons  for  not  undertaking  her  seisnre  at 
the  house  in  person.  His  emissaries  were  instructed  that  they 
were  t6  confine  themselves  wholly  to  the  one  object,  and  not  to 
take  piart  in  any  other  perfbrmancea  of  the  troopers.  The  rest 
of  the  duties  of  the  day,  Inglehardt  reserved  wholly  to  himsd^ 
and  his  lieutenant,  Fry,  and  entertained  no  misgivings — as 
why  should  he  ? — of  the  pexfbct  adeijoacy,  for  his-  objects,  of 
all  his  arrangements. 

Dick  of  Tophet  and  the  Trailer,  accordingly,  having 
fastened  their  horses,  along  with  that  of  their  captain,  in  a 
close  patch  of  the  wood,  some  fifty  or  sixty  yards  south  of  the 
settlement,  h^d  taken  their  places  of  watch  in  the  tetir  of  the 
dairy.  Here  they  were  coinveniently  situated  for  covering  the 
garden,  the  kitchen,  and,  by  a  sudden  dash,  compassing  the 
open  ground  between  these  points  and  ^e  dwelling.  Bat  their 
position  did  not  suffice  to  take  hi  any  of  the  grounds  ahoce, 
either  in  the  north  or  west  On  foot,  and  Weltered  by  woods 
or  fences,  they  could  see  nothing  of  this  upper  avenue.  Bot 
they  could  hear,  and  were  soon  apprized  by  the  blast  of  the 
^•ugle,  which   they  supposed  to  be  Inglehardt's,  and  by  tha 
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firokes  of.  Uiq  fuce  upon  the  ionw  doors  ^f  tttedweUipg,  thai 
there  was. 9 jme  resistance  to  be  overcome^  t^e  cbaracter  of 
which  they  conljl  only  conjectures  T^^^y  concluded  that  Sin- 
clair, taken  in  the/toils,  ha4  barricaded  biipaelf  in  ono  of  the 
chambers,  and  that.  Inglehardt  was  forcing  bis  W9ey  iiK  Their 
next  conclusion  waSi  ^hat^sp  sQoipi  as  the  strife  should  be  begqn 
ill  the  housoi  the  femaleis  would  be  {oroed  to  Wave  it,  and  to  4y» 
either  to  the  kitchen  or  the  woods.  Tb^y  were  to  keep  them- 
selves ready  ^r  this  event  and  moment.  To  dx>  this,  they 
stole  into  the  garde^,  tearing  off  the  palings  snfilciently  to  ob- 
tain entrance,  and  passing  up,  under  shelter  pffthe  fence  all  tho 
while,  to. that  corner  of  it  wbicb  stood  nearest,  to ,  the  dwelling. 
Hero,  they  might  hav^  penetrated  intp  Ibe  court,  by  snnply  open- 
ing the  gate  of  the  garden  y  but  any  premature  exlubiiion  of  their 
person^  might  only  b&ve  defeated  their  objects ;  and  they  final- 
ly crept  forward  from  this  point  to  one  of  the  aoglea  of  the  gm> 
ilen,  which  led  obliquely  to,  the  Ipwer  or  southern  avenoe. 
Here  tJie  woods  appfoacbed  very  closely  to  the>  gardfm.  The 
lljicket  of  oakwoodB,  sprinkled  with  pines,  was  of  some  density ; 
and  it  was  from  this  point  that  Inglehardt's  troopers  bad. gradu- 
ally pressed  forward  into  the  open  area  /ibout  tho  dwelli»g« 
The  employment  of  Fry,  within  tho  honse-7-tbe  noise  of  bis 
axe,  neturally  acting  upon  thjcir  anxieties,  had  led  them  for- 
ward, and  they  were  grouped  carelessly  but  curioufily  about  the 
dwelling,  on  that  side  chiefly,  from  which  Fry  and  bis  follow^ 
ers  had  forced  their  way  into  the  windows*  There  was  no 
enemy  to  be  se^n,  and,  in  such  cases^  raw  recruits  ar&  apt  to 
think  that  none  i/b  to  be  feared.  So  completely,  ^eod,  did 
the  place  seem  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Inglebigrdit— ao  e^to^^ely 
at  his  tnercy  —  that  its  situfttion  appealed  to  the  cufidity*  erea 
against  caution,  of  such  old  soldiers  as  Dick  of  Tophet  and 
the  Trailer.  The  former  as  he  looked  out  find  listened '^noting 
the  eager  but.  carele^  .groups  in  the  foreground*  exclaimed  to 
his  companion :— r  , 

"  Gimini  I  Gimini !  Kafe !  there's  nice  pi(;kings  to  bo  had  in 
that  establishment ;  and  we  might  ax  senaiUy>  who's  to  git  'em  1" 

"  I  reckon ;  but  I  don't  think  that  the  cappin  is  a-guine  to  let 
any  of  us  bev'  a  hack  at  it ;  he'U  be  for  keeping  it  aU  to  himself.'^ 

"I  reckon  he'll  not  be  able  to  help  it*  ef  the  thin^once  be* 
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gitisi  iiiid  We  kiti  oikiy  g?f  klitllfe  Jamafck  to  set  tfce  boys  fairly 
a-fif^.  I  sfky,  Raf^v  one  6!f  tTs  is  ^nongli  to  take  tliis  gal  off  m 
safety,  and  t'other  kin  work  f6t  lk)tli  in  picking  trp  flie  little 
gouM  «nd  silv^  tHiilgS  that'fe  A|)t*tol3e  lying  about,  jest  ready 
<br  tbe  brands,  when  a  family^s  a  leetle  in  frigbt  and  confusion. 
The  c^ppln  needn't  know  biit  tbat  Wfe  trough!  off  the  gal  to- 
gl^ber.  Mi  t  "Wb^t  do  yon  say  t  '  S'pose  you  takes  the  gal 
tlSkif^  il|)6ti  yont*  hahds,  while  T  see  to  the  pickings  about  tlie 
place,  ahd  ^hrell  ^hari  honest  what  ^e  gits  togeifiert^ 

"  Ah !  Dick,  don't  1  know  what  sort  o'  share  fe  guine  to  come 
to  me?  Don*t  F know  you  too  well  f  Tb^  ain't  a-gnine  to  let 
W  see  ot^tA^  a  qnkftei  of  th^  thihgfe  ^ou  picks  up,*' 

"Who  lihe  h— 1  says  t  kin*t  honest  V  jtook  yOu,  Bafe  Bran- 
son, it'6  liot  ^fa6  part  of  aii  old^fVfen^  to' make  sich  ibsinivations' 
A  teaii'te'  ^hnfakUi^  for  Mt  dealing  wifli  his  frien'ds;  when  the 
btirfrtfefefe  fe  pfekfiYg6  and  putting  kway,  is  more  precious  than  any 
gtMild  *nd^ihret;  ^hd  ^*1V  h%v*  tfiy  fingers  in  the  hair  of  any 
pudson,  in  tti%l¥ty'  dho/t  brdi^r;  thiit  says  I  takes  more  than  my 
rightflkl  share  in  the  Ihcomings  of  our  right  honorable  profession  V* 
.*•  WeW^  dftn't  b^  |)i!itttng  'yotir  fifigers  4nt6  my  wool,  Dick, 
tllf  1  givefr  ydu  di&^^ibn.  "But  Jesi  say  now,  up  and  down, 
you'll  give  ns  Aijfe  6f  what  ^on  picks  n^  DickT 

•<HAfe!  I  dldttH  say  that!  But  111  give  a  riglk/fid  share 
to  the  m*in  thit'B  iny  pai'lner  fti'  the  busftiess.  Wife^s  another 
thing. '  It  don't  stind  to  reason  that  he^  should  hey^a  MI  hafe ; 
b^^(j  lihnthat  tak^s  all  the  risk,  he»  a!  right  to'a11,^cept  what 
hh  t/ktdn^  to  thiiA:  'ihfe  other  one  desarves.  *  l^ow,  you  Viiow 
ilhkt  !'ril'AhvHy«f %(irl!ie  most  rest;  and'  1  dbn*^  yattv  ptstol-sliot 
(W  A*ftW5-cftrt,"Whien  It's  all  ^lat  stand's  a^w^en' me  and  a  pretty 
j^eMngs.  BM  yem  ffofes.  You  don'jt'  go  nito  a  skrimihage  with 
A  whole  heirti'  TouW  best  for  trailing  and  scouting,  and  I*m 
best  for  fighting*  and  we  shares  accordin  to  a  man's  natur,  and 
what  his  desarvingS  cdls  for.  Don't  I  know  that  when  that 
house  is  a  gutting.  Til  be  called  upo^  to  draw  knite  on  Some  of 
them  ti-obperst  Dont  yod  seie  that  l*iriiev  tia  ^ght,  hand  to 
hand,  with  th^  Lord  know^  who  or  how  many— ^rehaj^  a 
d6rten  !  And  ffon**  you  dee'  tHat.I  kain't'stan^  to  see  one  of 
them  ehtickleheadd  carrying  off  a  fine'  gould  .wa^^  or  a  g^eat 
dhiBt*  bJisirr,  or  a  h^nvy  sfiver  cup,  or  any  precious'' fee*  tting 
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that  be  don^t  know  the  vally  of,  when  knall  chores  would 
answer  just  as  well  for  him ;  and  et  he^s  obstropulous,  ^nd  won't 
let  me  manage  for  Ifim,  don't  jou  see,  1*11  hev'  to  slip  a  knife 
into  his  windbag  T  Now  that's  the  work  fliat  you  don't  love 
to  do,  and  that's  the  very  work  I'm  b^st  up  to ;  and  it's  hard 
work,  too ;  kiii  its  mighty  dangerous  ^oi^,  Bafe ;  and  it  makes 
a  man  so  soi^y  when  he  has  to  do  it  to  one  of  our  own  people. 
No !  it  stands  to  reason  that  the  man  what  takes  sich  hard 
work,  and  mighty  resks  on  himself,  ha^  a  rightful  share  to  jist 
what  he  j)loa&efi( ;  atid  has  the  right  to  give  his  partner,  jist  only 
what'^  propel  to  hi^  small  services.  Nov,  you  see,  this  job  of 
carrying  off  the  gal,  I  shared  that  equal  with  you.  *Tain't 
much  to  b6  done,  yeu  see.  Thar's  ho  fightiug,  only  jest  quick 
catching  and  close  watching.  Well,  t  got  the  job,  and  that's 
about  the  hardest  part  of  jt.  ,  Well,  you  takes  the  gal  off,  and 
we  shares  equal  them  ten  guineas;  and  I. look  to  the  pickings 
of  the  house,  and  I  shares  ^ith  you  tiandsome,  'cordin*  to  my 
notions.  And  that's  what  I  thinks  hdnest  dealing^  with  a  part- 
ner. But  I'll  make  yoti  sAy  it's  honest  Look  you,  yoti  take 
the  gAl,'  and  you  shill  h'ev*  six  out  of  ^he  ten  guineas.  Thar ! 
that's  Whi^t  I  calls  handsome.  After  that,  there'^  no  spying  till 
we  sees'  the  pickings,  what  T  shiK  give  you  from  the  guttlugs 
of  the  house."        ^         , 

TheTi'afler  answered  this  excessive  liberality' of  his  associate 
with  a  ghastly  grin. 

*•  It*s  list  like  all  your  dealings,  Dick  :  jist  sich  a  hai'g^in  as 
the  fox  drives  ^*hefi  he  goes  a  hunting  with  the  cat.  But  we'll 
see.  1  rtekbh^I  ktii  mankge  the  gal  eAsy  enough;  and  I  con- 
fess you  air  best  for  a  skrimmage,  and  for  fiu^g  out  where  th^. 
good  pickings  air." 

TM  superior  will  of  the  ruffiart,  as  usual,  coerced  his  com- 
panion ititfo  submission.  .' 

"  Well,  now,  ^afej  tljat  being  fixed  and  onderstood  between 
us,  *l^ill  be  Jeit  right  now  to  get  ready  to  mifike  A  spring.  I 
dOn'^tVant  any  of  them  lahksideiJ  troopers  to  be  much  ahead 
of  me._  It's  well,  prehaps,  what  that*fe  At\X  <i^»ftit<ce  of  a  skrim- 
mage,,*.o  send  one  or  two  of  *eni  ahead  jist  to  draw  the  bijlets 
of  the  Irtlmy;  but  I  reckon  thar's  no' bullets  by  ay  to  be  drawn, 
except  Sii^cTrtlr's,  nfid  the  cnppin  fs  more  in  the  way  of  his,  jist 


i28  THE   PORAYERS. 

DOW,  tliSQ  anybody  else ;  an4  all  the  scuffle  a'twetn  them  wiU 
be  over  afore  we  need  to  put  in.  So  jist  you  follow  me  out 
through  this  paling*  We'll  jist  ^ot  on  the  outside,  easy  to  the 
l^ouse,  and  easy  to  tl^e  woods.  TVlienever  I  goes  into  a  gentle- 
man's parlor,  I  likes  to  keep  the  door  open  behind  me.  Thar 
now,  a  dozen  steps,  and  I  gits  to  the  house ;  hyar  now,  at  my 
back,  is  the  woods ;  and,  yonder,  about  a  hundred  yards,  b  the 
horses.    You  see  V* 

♦*  All  right,  I  reckon  !    It's  i^  good  jplace  I  think  for  ossevation." 

"  Goo4 ;  it's  the  only  place  I  H^re  we're  i*eady  fpr  j[est  any- 
thing what  happens.  But  they're  mig;hty  slow*.  Hahl  what's 
that  1  a  shot !  two  shots !  Willie  Sinclair's  giving  the  fellows 
his  lead!  But  pistols  can't  do  mi^ch  in  any  man's  hatkis  with 
•  hafe  a  dozen  fellows  on  him." 

"  There  goes  another — bang  I"      ,       ^        , 

'*  And  another !     ^n4  thar's   a  bugle  blast." 

"  That's  not  for  us !  Hello !  what's  the  trouble  now  t  what'* 
them  horses  we  hears  1     It's  a  troop  j" 

**A  ru^h,  by  jingoes!  A  troop  of  dragoons  ai  full  speed, 
down  the  avenue.  0iraini !  they're  St,  Julien's  men.  Hell  and 
blisters !  won't  these  fellows  catch  it  I  Whar's  ^he  cappin  1 
whar's  Fry?  whar's  anybody,  to  hold  up  these  fellows  and 
make  'em  face  about  handsome!  Grim!  I  must  bring  'em 
about,  square  up  to  the  rmusic,  or  they'll  be  smashed  to  pieces 
in  a  twinkle." 

And  Bjok  of  Tophet  drew  his  Sfibre,  and  was  rushing  ou>t  to 
the  arcta,  ]vhere  the  loyalists  \y^ere  l)eginning  conAisedly  to  show 
their  consciousiiess  of  the  new  dapger^  when  the  Trailer  caught 
hit*  ^nn,  and  dragged  hin^  back  into  covipu.      .,  ,  .       .  ;^ 

"  What  air  you  about,  Dick  t"" 

**  Don't  you  see  ?"  pulling  away  from  his  co^spanion.  "  These 
chaps  will  be  smashed  etarnally  to  pieces,  and  nobody  to  show 
'em  what  to  do  !" 

**And  kin  you  help  'em — kin.  anybody  help  'em  now! 
Don't  you  see  the  broadsword  is  writ  on  every  one  o{  their 
necks.  They're  cotch'd  napping,  on  their  haunches,  and  will 
never  make  a  rise.     Thar  the  fellows  come  with  a  whoop  !** 

"  Thunder  and  smoke!  I  kain't  look  at  it,  and  do,  nothmg !" 
and  Dick  of  Tophet,  as  he  spoke,  would  have  broken  away 


HOW   HENKY   TRAVIS  PARED.  429 

from  tie  gradp  of  the  Trailer,  bnt  that  the  other  held  on  firmly, 
and'  dre\r  him  farther  back  into  the  thicket,  in  spite  of  his 
struggles. 

"  You're  a  fool,  after  all,  Joel  Andrews !  Tou  kain't  do  no 
good.  You  kain't  save  them  fellows !  They're  gone !  Thar ! 
don't  you  see !  They're*  melted  fkirly  under  the  rush.  Half 
a  dozen  saddles  emptied,  and  the  rest  scudding  round  the  house 
vrith  the  dragoons  after  them !  Hark !  thar*s  another  rush ! 
Hafe  of  them  daihing  up  the  avenue !" 

"And  the  dragoons  after  theml  Who's  thati  Thunder! 
It's  Willie  Sinclair,  himself,  As  I'm  a  bom  »intier !  He's  in  the 
saddle!  Wharkin thecappin  bet  Whar*B  Inglehardt?  Norf^ 
thar  but  Sinclair!  Thar!  you'  hear  him  shouting!  Now, 
whar's  th^  fellow,  in  all  that  squad,'  to  face  about  and  taste  his 
broadsword  7  Oh !  ef  I  only  had  a  good  ducking  gun  to  draw 
sight  on  him  now,  with  fifteen  pehers  in  the  barrel !" 

"Don't  stop  to  talk,  Dick.  The  time  for  us  Is  gone.  No 
pickings  at  that  house  to-day  I  Back !  they'll  see  you !  L6ok 
at  them  scattered  fellows*  They're  making  for  the  woods  hyat, 
and  will  bring  the  dragoons  upon  us.  Now^s  the  time  to  snake 
away  to  the  horses.  Thar's  no  chaince,  ef  we  stay.  These 
fellows  kain't  hold  up  j  they're  too  raw ;  they  don't  know  now 
but  that  thar  heads  air  all  off.  In !  to  the  thicket,  Dick,  or 
you're  a  gone  coon!     The  troopers  aira-eoming," 

And,  seizing  tipon  the  arm  of  his  reluctant  companion,  whose 
hope  of  pickings  at  Holly-Dale,  was,  for  the  present,  effectually 
extinguished  by  this  unexpected  visitation,  he  drew  him  along 
with  him  into. cover,  both  pushing  on  beside  the  rear  of  the 
garden  fence,  and  toward  the  thicket  behind  the  dairy  where 
their  horses  had  been  fastened. 

Dick  of  Tophet  groaned  as  he  went :  "  Sich  a  fine  Hihaince 
cut  up  by  these  bloody  rascils  *  Oh !  gimini !  thar's  no  hon- 
est chainces  left  for  a  poor  fellow  in  the  world !" 

"  Don't  stop  to  grunt !     You  hear.     They're  a-coming." 

The  fugitives  were  dashing,  pell-mell,  into  the  woods  below, 

the  cover  of  the  swamp  affording  them  the  best  pi'ospect  of 

reftige.    The  policy  of  the  Trailer  was  to  keep  alo<if  from  their 

■  course :   "  Keep  up  above  a  bit — these  runaway  rascals  will 

bring  the  dragoons  upon  us." 
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"  Not  too  high !  Tbar's  the  thick  where  the  nags  are  hat- 
ened." 

"  Yesy  but  let  us  stretch  up  a  leettle  and  work  round  H.  It'a 
too  open  hyar  to -strike  right  8traig:ht." 

"  They're  a  coming  this  way  !     Hark !" 

"  It's  but  one  horse,  I'm  a  thinking." 

**  It's  one  of  our  people,  p^rhap&" 
.   "  No !  it's  a  blasted  boy  I ,  He  sees  us !    The  kitten !    He's 
a  whooping  at  us !     Ha !  a  pistol-shot !     Pop  !    another !     A 
tree!  a  tree^v&i&l" 

And,  verily»  the  young  trooper,  for  whom  Diok  of  Topbet 
4tfid  bis  companion  now  prepared  themselves,  ^as  no  other  than 
our  missing  boy,  Henry  Travis.  His  quick  eye  had  detected 
the  two  outlaws,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  skulked  out  of 
the  foreground,  making  into  the  upper  wo/)ds ;  .while  the  fugi- 
tives generally  struck  for  the  lower  thickets,  which  led  directly 
to  the  swamp.  While  the  dragoons  dashed  after  the  U^ter, 
Heury*  ^without  ever  pausing;  to  ask  if  be  was  followed,  or 
accompanied,  started  o£^  in  a  suMurt  canter,  in  pursuit  of  the 
two.  Shouting  to  them  to  halt  aivd  yield,  be  emptied  his  pis- 
tols as  he  rode — inefiectually — while  Devil  Dick  and  the 
Trailer,  separating,  dodged  behind  several  trees,  but  within 
supporting  distance  of  each  other. 

"  The  barking  puppy.  Surrinder  to  sjch  as  him  /"  muttered 
Dick  of  Tophet  Then^  as  the  boy  cam.e  dashing  on,  he  sprang 
out  from  his  tree,  caught  the  bridle  of  the  steed  in  hb  grasp,  and 
wheeled  the  animal  right  about,  backing  him  among  the  bushes. 
Henry  boldly  hurled  his  pistol  at  his  bead ;  but  this,  though 
well*aimed,  the  assailant  dodged  with  great  d^terity ;  already 
had  the  boy  lifted  the  other  pistol,  resolutely  intending  not 
again,  to  miss,  when  a  blow  from  the  Trailer  behind,  knocked 
him  from  his  horse,  and  covered  one  side  of  hie  face  with  blood. 
When  the  youth  became  fiiUy  conscious,  after  this  stunning 
blow,  it  was  because  of  the  smart  motion  of  the  hor^  which 
bore  him,  closely  grasped  in  the  arms  of  bis  captor,  and  mov- 
ing rapidly  through  an  open  piue  .thicket,  which  his  dulled 
faculties — for  he  was  «till  in  .a  state  of  stupor  from  the  blow 
— failed  to  recognise  as  a  tract  beloneing  ^o  his  father's  pirns 
tation. 


THB  aOBB  STRATT^—W^  -«0T  ^TBAIL — CAPTIVITT.     481 


CflAPTEE  XXXVIT.  . 

THB  SORB  STRAIT— THB   HOT  TRA If/— CAPTIVITY. 

Thb  cool,.fttirdy«^xp^ieoeed  babUft^of  Diok^f  Topliei  and 
his  companioni  tbe  Trailer^  ^oaUed  them  to  ipake  off  asceesafidly, 
carrjiii^  witb  tbem  not  only  tiiein  own»  but  tbe  ^rsefl  of 
their  captain,  and  that  of  Hear j  Trayis:  Tbeae  tjvro  bones 
were  led  by  tbe  Trailer,  while  Dick  bore  away  their  captive, 
as  we  have  fieeni  upon  his  own  steed.  Tb^y  moviod  off  vith 
sofficient  deliberation,  JD  a  walk  at  first,  so  that  no  nnneoessary 
datter  sbonld  reach,  the  ears  QfBJ^y  bostife  party— took  a  eir- 
cnitons  course^  which  c^ried  them  almost  withhi  si^ht  of  tbe 
main  r^ad,  npon  wbich^  howeysr,  they  were  oareful  not  to  sboVr 
themselyes  ;l^l4f  having  reiM^lisd  *  point  suficiently  remote,  they 
started  off  in  a  smart  canter,  wherever  the  thickets  would  allow 
of  it,  rounding  gradually  down^  toward  the  swafcnp,  and  in.  the 
direction  of  the  |>ay>  ^he^e  it  had  been  arranged  thelt  the  inhole 
party  should  r^d^avous.  lu  this  progress  they  were  totally 
unpursued.  The  natural  direction  taken  by  fugitives  sad  pur-> 
sners  alike,  was  tdwai^d  the  swamp  r^sess^ss.  The  sagacity  of 
the  old  troopers  assured  them  thiSt  such  wonld  be  the  probable 
course  of  both  parties,  and  their  senses  con&ntied»tbe  oonjec- 
tnre.  But  for  this,  and  bad  Sin^^lain  tbe  moment. his  victory 
was  nvide  sn^e,  turuedi  into  the  woods  with  hisinrbold  troop, 
there  is  littloi  d^V^  tl^^it  the  .outlaws  wonld  bavei  btien  com- 
pelled to  aba^on  tbjsir  prisoner,  in  order  to  effect  their  own 
escape,  snd  even  then:  tbiey  would  scarce  hsive  sncceeded  in  the 
latter  obje^.  Tberc^  is  a;  farther  .probability,  however,  that, 
forced  to  release  their  dative,  they  would  flrst  have  brained 
him.  NejLtbsr  ^.t)iefi(i  was  inuoh  inclined  to  burden  himself 
with  prisoners^  an<l,  but  for  the  selfish  speculations  of  the  least 
iperciful  of  th^,  two,  our  young  yolnnteer  would  have  found  hiR 
first  field  bis  last.    Bmnson,  tbe.  Tmiler>  was  for  despatching 
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him,  in  the  very  moment  when  he  knocked  him  off  his  hone 
hut  Dick  of  Tophet  resisted. 

**  No !  no  1  Rafe ;  the  lad's  worth  his  weight  in  gonld  to  us. 
I  reckon." 

"  I  don't  see  how.  Yonr  gonld  speckOations,  Diek»  don*t 
turn  out  so  well  in  the  eend  as  yon  SBye  at  the  heginning.  £f 
we're  to  cany  that  lark  along  with  us,  the  chaince  is  that  we'll 
hardly  git  off  with  whole  bones  ourselvefl;" 

"  Oh  !  I  reckon  we  shill.  Yon  see  the  chase  takes  down  for 
the  swamp.  Nobody  seed  ns  8lip{)hig  off  up  here,  but  this 
young  eoeksparrow,  and  it  wamH  lucky  for  him  that  he  did. 
Hyar,  now,  gi's  a  hand,  and  sHng  him  up  fo  my  crupper.  II! 
take  him  easy  enough  tell  he  kin  raise  his  own  head.  Ifs  a 
heavy  clip  youVe  gi'n  him." 

"  I  reckon  the  skull's  cracked,"  was  the  reply,  as  they  raised 
the  boy  across  the  saddle.  "  Ef  so,  thar^  no  great  nse  in  toting 
him.    Better  throw  him  off,  and  let's  put  him  out  of  his  pahi.** 

*•  Orim !  no !  I  tell  you  tharV  gouki  to  come  out  of  that  boy*« 
hide.  The  cappin  will  pay  fhr  his  cai^kiss,  dead  or  alive ;  and, 
ef  be  gits  over  that  erack  of  youm,  hid  ^dad's  able  to  pay  «nart> 
ly.    He's  as  rich  as  a  Jew." 

'•  He's  not  a-breathing,  Dick." 

'*  Yes !  If  8  only  a  swound  he's  in.  I  reckon  such  a  lick 
over  your  head  or  mine,  would  have  put  us  in  a  swound  too. 
Bear  up.  Thar !  that  will  do.  Now  mount  yourself  and  bring 
on  the  horses.    We  must  push  for  the  bay." 

'*  But  you  don't  reckon  to  find  anybody  thar !  And  whar's 
the  cappin  all  this  time  f ' 

"  I  reckon  he's  fast  lock'd  np  in  the  anuB  of  keptivity.  But 
we  kin  buy  him  out,  with  this  boy  and  his  dad.  Push  on  now, 
and  recollect  you've  got  to  pick  him  up.  Ef  liobody  comes  to 
the  rendezvous  by  midnight,  we  must  git  across  ^be  Hver  some* 
how,  and  that  too  without  going  down  to  the  village.  I  reckon 
that'll  be  the  place  where  Willie  Sinclair  will  be  pushing,  as 
soon  as  he  gits  his  troopers  all  in  hand  after  this  chase.  Itll 
be  no  place  for  us.  We  must  git  across  the  river  without  going 
down  to  the  village,  even  ef  we  has  to  swim  'the  hoi^s." 

"  And  I  wonder  how  you're  to  carry  Clappin  Travis  and  tfaia 
chap  across,  on  swimming  horses  t" 
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"  Whtr  tblur?8  ft  will  tfiar"»  fk  Wfljt  Eaft !  ^ut  we  roust  parch 
for  a  dugout.  I  reckon' I  kin  find  one  in  aAd  (tbiout  Four-Mile 
creek.  At  the  worst,  we  kin  leave  the  prisoners  behind,  ef  we 
iuid  that  we're  pressed  too  hard.'' 

Aiid^thua  oommuAingy  they  rode -*- the  powerful  arms  of 
Dick  of  Topbet  sustain!^  the  stiill  insensible  boy,  slung  like  a 
dead  body  across  his  saddle,  and  Brunson  following  as  close  as 
he  could  with  the  two  led  horses.  All  this  while,  the  trooppa 
of  Sinclair  weret  ii:^UleasIy  pr^sfing  d^wn  into  the  swamp  fast- 
nesses aft^  the  half  4(>^?^/ ^i^^)^  wbp  bad  sought  refuge 
tb<¥re«  4a^  .this  pparcb  lyas  the  ^os^  of  iv  great  d^^i^  of  precious 
time.  Joel  Andrews  and  his  comrade,  with  their  captiye^  had 
reached  the  bay  where  .tb^  boy's  father  bad  bj^n  fettered*  long 
before  the  lights  began  to  gleam  i^  the^  distant  woods,  from  the 
torches  ftf  Sinclair's  troop,,  now  all  on  the  trail,  beating  the 
woods  froo^,  the  main  road  to  the  edge  of  the  swamp^  in  search 
of  the  massing  boy*    . 

3efpiie  our  ft^itivest  reached  this  point,,  Henry  Travis  began 
1^  jT^oover.  Sis  groai^  follcrwed  by  a  st^ggle  to, raise  him- 
self i^oa  the  i^dlf,  iqpipij^e^  ^i<^k  of  Topbet  of  bis  r^tnr^ing. 
life  and  senses. 

"Hell,  4o!"i  he  wittered-,  ^?,Well»  my  lad*:,wbat  do  you 
waft^r        ,.,  ,  ... 

,  "  Lift  me  up,!'  aajd  the  boy. 

"  Well,  I  ri^kpn  it'll  be  easier  to  both.  <^  us  if  yo^  do  set  upon 
your  own  haunches  a  little."  . 

And  b^  stepped  his  horse,  a,nd  gave  the  boy  t^e  pecfssary 
assistao^e,  wbinh  raised  him.  ^ppn  the  saddle,  sitting,  with  both 
Ief9  i4p0A.tb^.wne  side  pf.  the  borfe.  after  tbe^fashion*  of  female 
equestrians. 

"Thar  you  are,  my  little.  kifTnel j  luad.  itow^  ^w  do, you 
fori?;'.      'M  .     .      .• 

"Feeir 

**Ayk  t^tJs  what  I  ipcfH. .  Bi^w  do.  you  .feel  ?  Hev'  you 
got  any  aches  and  pains  in  preticklar  ?  A  leetle  sore  abont  th^ 
head,  I  reckon,  and  a  leetle  stiiBsh  in  the  j'ints.  You  ain't 
been  a-riding  jest  as  you've  been  qse^  to  ride^  X  reckon." 

■**  l(|f  .he^fl  I  njy  ^ead !"  mnripnred  the  boy. 

^  I  reckon  it's  a  leetle  oneasy.    It's  an  pnnateral  headache 
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you've  got,  cotch'd  from  «  gtiat  ftgiii  tJie  bntteend  of  a  pfetnl 
You  see,  my  leetle  cocfciparrow,  If  Bwcb  yoWng  birds  m  yon  will 
go  into  a  skrimifnftge,  ft's  bift  tiWteval  yov  ^oold  cAfeh  aome 
sore  throats  and  sore  heads,  and  iMMre  shins,  and  be  sore  for  a 
long  spell  a*ter  it  Btit,  yot/ll  be  batter  by  to-morrow.  A 
leetle  pitie-ginn  plaisrter  on  that  bead  of  yonra  iHll  Mop  «p  the. 
^ore  places.'* 

The  boy  murmured  t*— 

"  Won't  you  let  me  down  I    I  must  go  to  motheir.** 

**  No !  ho  1  Tour  td^mmy  doa^tf  watft  to  «e«  you  tett  yow  gha 
better;  but  I'll  carry  you  to  yttut  daddy.  He's  a-waitbg for 
you  nciw."  .  ' 

Tlie  boy  was  'sifent-r-ttot  so  limch  beeatiao  be  waa  satisfied 
with  this  assuk^nce,  but  really  itr  cottaequence  of  rettuiraig  sfe 
pof.  But  he  Btm  kept  erect  Upon-  Ifife  saddle,  th6  lirm  of  hia 
captor  drcfing  hltn  with  ita  gteat'Udiaelei^  iftnd  the  horse  prea- 
sing  forward  now  at  a  canter.  Henry  saw  that  he  waa  go^ 
iffitougb  a  j^ine-fotiest,  With  iib  gteat  mideii'^wtlk,  but  his 
senses  were  quite  too  much  dulled' for  obaertatioii.  When 
the  party  approached  the  bay,  Dick  of •  Tbphet  said  i»  Wa 
companion  r — 

"  "You  kin  stop  and  see  after  the  prisoner.'  Ill  pufih  So^fn 
toward  the  creek.  We  must  keep  the  two  sep'rate  jest  n&w. 
When  you  hears  my  horn,  brings  yti^t  coon  dowtt  to  tho  er^ek 
as  weA  as  yon  k?h.  Toti  khi  lobse  Ms  1e^  atid^inake  )itnr walk 
it,  at  the  p'int  of  the  bagnet.  He  may  need' WftlkilE'o^tWo,  of 
your'inife,  to  make  him ^^eiiiis%le  #hlt!h  road  hefn  to  tultei^' 

Dtck  rbde  onbiflt  a-lhfte'fkHStferi'i>rid-1HirfM4ftftr;  a 'h^lrtted 
yardis  of  thiercrecik;  wbeti'he'h^d^a^itiili»  #liMiManaPdi^< 
Suddenly,  a  man  emerged  from  the  thicket.  •   • 

•  ''<WhafAiHpef«d*ttandted'thetrodpen  -  •:    - 

"  Oorn  in  mutton !"  was  the  answer,  in  the  deliberate  tomsa 
of  Inglehardt  '  ' 

'  ''Ghnini!  Ybuu-yotlr  owH  seK  Oajlpini '  l?t«ll^/  iow  did 
you  git  dffand  git  hierfe  sb'SOOur    f  ''^      i       ' 

^  A  few  words  sufllded  for  answer.    * 

"  Wlro  have  ywt  got  here  r*    '  ' 

"A  prisoner!  The  J^ottn^  cafb  o^  th«  oU'wolf*  JcUt  no 
<%hift*^pt»»tftrthatt  Travfe^soni*'  :.  .  /       : 
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*•  B«  i  hh !  ftltber  rihd^  i^ti— eb  ?^  "Vf  ell',  they  may  bring  tho 
daughter  yet.  Bring  the  boyidowii  to  th©  creek -^  put  him  at 
mkteriiiit6  fhi  *igl6tA,  rid  take  hitn  acrow  tlm  river.  Rope 
khn  ahd  leave  KM  ih%r€.  Bring  ba6k  the  boat  as  soon  as  pos- 
4rib)e.    It  win  tAe  us  tlriree  t^ips  to  get  th^  party  over.** 

But  Hteniry  TraVii^,  'liow  on  his  legs,  reristed  tke  tendei  en- 
treaties of  Dick  of  Tophet. 

"Let  liic  go.    I'm  tio  pi^soner.    Istit  that  Captain  Ingle- 

He  had  dkiittguished  the  Voice  of  the  latter,  though  he  had 
fkilecl  to  ^discover  more  than  the  otitlhie  of  his  persoA.  Itigle- 
liatot^wti^kTed  away  iaking  no  notice  of  the  speech. 

*'N^«witter  who  it  irf;  myiftrk,  as  fbr  being  a  prisoner,  who 
Bays  you  isl  You're  only  a  young  ^tttleman  on  a  visit  to  hid 
friends,  whom  they^  a(  'tttkin^  iare  of.  Thaf  6  the  hbW :  so 
coin^  altog  i*1th  nre,  And  dotrt  be  giving  uS  the  trouble  to  pick 
y<m  tip  rt)ttglily!to' lay  yon  straight." 

And  he  laid  hands  on  the  boy  to  haul  him  forward.  But  thd 
gdlantl^  jcflrked  hittfselffree,  wheeled  about,  and  having  no 
w^d^tk  b«it  htii  fisl,  plants  a  blow  kk  the  btea^  of  the  other, 
which  was  quite  creditable,  for  arm  as  well  as  force,  to  so  young 
i  br^s^r.  .  .    •    1  ,    ■  -  ■    • 

•*  tia !» yotfre  at  that,  Air  you,"  answered  the  ruifiian,  return 
ing  the  hlby^  as  he  spoke,  rfnd  felUng  ihe  poor  boy  as!  if  under 
tbe^  w^ghl  of  a  ^trtedgi-harirtner.  ' '  ' 

"  Don't  hurt  him,  if  you  can  help  it,"  said  Inglehardt  return- 
ing fei  .a:  momefift:    ♦<  Buf  doh't  Ifet'  him  eteape  you." 

'•^TlMrt  ht^Woft^l  btrt  tbte^  fotih^  d6*'S  gamfe.  Efbver  he 
thfm-W  git  his  liptti-s-WH^ashsotatebbdy'fe*  "sided  yit.** 

Tb«rf*ptftaking,  h^  !iftfeff%p  the  bdy  aild  carrying  him  with- 
out seetoiBg  efibrt  to  th^  c^*,  Wd  liirn  flowti  in  the  bottom  of 
tlie  ^gottt^  which  he  at  oticie  pushed  aWtty  fh)m  the  shofe. 
Sc^oing  «p<yiY  one  paddle,  wbiler  the  negro  boy  Julfiis  plied  the 
ot^wr,  he  wtts  not  lon^  in  niakin;^  his  way  to  the  mWh  stream, 
and  still  less  time  getting  across.  Here,  having  taken  out  his 
capiti'*^,  hd  corded  hife^rwd  and  fetet  f^eCufely,  and  teft  him,  under 
cover,  upon  the  opposite  banks:  He  then  put  back  with  all 
spe^t^  the  ci^k,  aad'aiti^d* JttsT  at  the  inomttit  i^hen  the 
rrt^i^lWMlbr(!flaghtdo#tf<hefourhdrt*frft6^e^w«ter.      ' 
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**  Why  didu*t  you,  brkig  dia  prbou^iv  imd  leave  tbe  koiiies  to 
the  la3t  V*  demanded  Inglehigrdt. 

''  He's  right,  cappin.  We've  got  the  boy^  e;nd  tiiat's  som^ 
thing  even  if  we  lose  the  daddy.  As  foT:  the  horaess  we  kin 
never  do  without  them,,  wherever  we  go,  and  there's  w  telling 
whar  to  git  others,  ef  we  lof»e  these*  We  must  pot  tbem  over 
at  once." 

Two  horseSi  swimming  beside  the  cfuoei  were  all  th^  the 
boy  Julius  could  manage.  Two  trips  Ivere  required  aoeoidr 
ingly  for  the  transfer  of  th^  beasts  to  tbe  opposite  side.  This 
consumed  no  little  time,  and  was  not  a  little  wearioome  to  our 
Dick  of  Tophet,  strong  man  as  he  was.  When  he  recrossed  a 
third  time  tq  his  superior,  he  fo^nd  the  loyalist  captaia  not  a 
little  anxious  for  his  coming. 

"  You  we^e  loi^g  ^lat  trip,  pick,  very  long." 

"Yes,  indeed,  and  ef  I  h,ey'  much  more  of  sicb  work  lode 
to-night,  I'll  git  longer  and  longer,  untell  I  sm^  right  off  in  tha 
middle." 

''Don't  talk  of  breaking  down  yet,  my  good  ftdlaw.^  Thai 
will  do  wheu  we  are  all  ^te  safe  oi^, t'other  aide^  The  Trail* 
er's  slow.    What  can  keep  him^" 

•*  Well,  I  reckon  he's  pretty  well  wore  out  like  myself  and  I 
spose  old  Travis,  won't  do  nothing  (ox  himself,  and  the  Trailer  '11 
hev'  to  prick  him  along  with  thie^small  eend  of  a  knifed  as  I 
tell'd  him.  We  hain't  got  mu<;h  tixQe.to  lose,  that'f  mighty 
8arti^."  .    . 

Inglehardt  strode  up  ^ud  down  with.  a^Legree  of  impatieDe^ 
clearly  e^ressed ;  wl^cti,  was  a  very  unasiial  exhibitiQe  with 
him.  He  bad  need  tq  be  anzipos*.  Bj  ttfis  time  the  ngns  and 
sounds  of  pursuit  were  to  be  be^  fvom  fboye.  A  mile  aheitd, 
the  gleam  of  torches  waa  to  be  see^i,  fitfcUy  crossiiig  Uurough 
the  woods.  The  hunt  was  up*  The  hunters  were  approadhing. 
They  could  ^yen  h^ar  the  distant  tread  of  the  horac^  and  new 
and  then  a  shout  from  the  distaut  troopeci  announced  same 
discovery. 

Yet,  the  Trailer  had  not  brought  dowp  kU  prisoner  h^oat  the 
fcdy.    Inglehardt  was  imp^nt.  , 

^  They  will  be  upon  us  before  we  omv  get  l^im  offL  By  haav- 
ens !  I  hear  dogs.   Da  you  not  f    If  tbert^  aice  d<^Sr  we  aj^e  leat*" 
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Devil  Dick  fitoopcfl  to  Ifstun. 

"  I  don't  Leaf  the  dogs.  I  reckon  theyVe  got  none.  Ef 
tbey  bed'  tiey^d  lia*  been  down  npon  ns  long  before.  Tbey 
nevcif  Wotild  batve  kept  tbe  rtraigbt  track  down  throngb  tbe 
woods  wben  We  never  some  tbat  way.  No!  I  don't  reckon 
tbey*ve  got  dogs.  But  tbey're  a  coming  on  jist  as  fast  as  ef 
tbey  bad.  Twouldn't  do  to  pnsb  np  and  see  after  tbe  Trailer 
now,  for  I  see  a  Hgbt  tbat  kain't  be  fnr  from  tbe  bay,  and  tbar's 
no  saying  bow  many  are  a  stalking  softly  in  tbe  darkness  jest 
between  wbere  tbem  lights  nfe  a-scattered." 

"  No !  we  nrast  take  no  such  risk.  D — n  tbe  fellow,  ^bat 
can  be  be  about  V* 

"Aix  bfan'!  He's  a  born  fool  for  anything  but  scouting. 
Tbat  be  kin  do  prime.  I  wonder  wbar*8  bis  sense  to  waste 
time  upon  a  prisoner.  He  bad  only  to  slit  bis  throat  and  make 
ti*ack8,  ef  so  be  tbe  fellow  was  troublesome.  And  what's  a 
prisoner  T  It's  one  thing  to  bring  him  off,  and  so  much  tbe  bet- 
ter ;  but  it's  a  more  serious  thing  to  bring  one's  self  off,  and 
save  one's  bacon.     Ef  be  don't  come  soon—"" 

"  Hark !     Hush !     There  is  a  dog,  Dick." 

**  It  sounds  a  leetle  like !  Look  you,  cappin,  we'd  best  take 
tbe  boat  and  push  her  out  to  tbe  river,  we  kin  lie  off  and  listen, 
and  ef  tbe  Trailer  comes  down  before  tbe  troopers,  we  kin  take 
bim  aboard  jist  as  easy  as  if  we  staid  liere,  and  resk'd  our  own 
necks.  Hell  iind  tbe  way  down  to  tbe  mouth  of  tbe  creek,  for 
be  knows,  if  he's  got  as  much  sense  as  a  groundmole,  tbat  We*re 
a  banging  off  and  on.*' 

"  There  goes  a  horse  down  to  tbe  rigbt.^' 

••Yis,  knd  another  right  toward  us.  Ttem  torches  arc  this 
Bide  of  the  bay.  Let's  put  out,  captain.  It's  an  easy  rush  down 
to  where  we  stands." 

"  Yet  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  tbe  fellow." 

** Never  you  mind  him.  Tbar's  no  ftar  of  the  Trailer,  ef  so 
be  bell  only  cast  off  tbe  prisoner,  or  lay  him  out,  with  a  sharp 
tooth  jest  wbere  be  stands:  as  for  us — look  you,  cappin,  tbar's 
no  time  for  shilly-shally.  They're  a  coming,  by  all  the  pipers, 
and  with  a  rush.  Look  at  all  of  them  torches  a  coming  togeth- 
er and  jest  bear  tbem  horses." 

He  fioii^d  Inglebardt  by  tb<^' wrist,  and  pulled  him,  still  half 
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reluctant,  down  to  the  boat  Thc^  ^ot  u^  and  pnsIiAd  her  oat 
into  the  deepest  part  of  the  creek,  which,  by  the  way,  jntt  at 
this  pointy  was  barely  deep  enoi^gh  to  float  her,  light  and  littia 
as  she  was,  .  The  paddles  were  dipped  cmrefhlly,  and  the  dugout 
slipped  forward  without  a  mumuir,  her  head  down  to  the  lirer. 
When  she  reached  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  Inglehardt  took 
hold  of  the  overhanging  branches  of  a  tree,  and  held  fast  The 
paddles  were  taken  in -^ they  waited  and  listened* 

Still  they  could  see  the  torches  and  occasionally  hear  the 
tread  of  horses.  It  was  now .  quite  evident  that  the  former 
w^e  flaring  about  not  far  from  the  spot  whera  tb^  had  sftaod. 

''  We  didn't  put  out  a  moment  too  soon,  cappin." 

<*  No !    They  have  completely  surrounded  tfie  Trailer." 

''  Ah  1  but  he'd  a  raal  mole  for  finding  a  way  out,  and  lying 
dese  to  the  airth^  I  reckon  they  ain't  found  him.  We'd  ha' 
beam  something  of  it  if  they  hed«" 

"  Hist !     Thar's  a  troop  in  motion/' 

"It's  guine  down.  But  you  see,  thar's  the  lights  still  all 
along  the  edges  of  the  swamp.  I  reck<m  Sinclair  divided, 
and  one  hafe  of  his  tox^p's  pushing  for^  village,  looking  a'ter 
U8»  and  t'other's  beating  the  bushes." 

"  Tlie  torches  are  gping  upward.  They're  all  together,  as  if 
in  consultation." 

"  Ay,  I  reckon  they'vp  gin  it  up  as  a  bad  job.  They  ain't 
found  nothing  to  pay  them  for  the  ile  of  their  joints  that's 
worked  out  to-night'' 

"  What !  do  you  think  the  Trailer  has'esci^ped.'^ 

"  Sure  as  a  gun !  I  redcon  he's  glv^n  Cappin  Travis  a  touch 
of  cold  steel  and  laid  him  out  undev  the  bushes,  and  he's  taken 
a  stretch  alongside  of  him  for  company  sake.'^ 

"  You  don't  suppose  he's  murdered  Travis  T' 

"  Tain't  murder  in  wartime^  captain,  and  he's  done  it  in  self- 
defence.  Travis  can't  give  tongue*  and  the  Trailer  won't  and 
they  lie  snug  together  between  some  old  logs.  Tha^s  the  how. 
Ef  they  had  found  the  Trailer,  or  the  cappiuf  dead .  or  alive, 
wouldn't  they  hev^  given  toi^gue  in  a  mighty  hellabaloo?  Bat 
they  hain't,  and  that  makes  me  sure  they  hain't  found  either  of 
'em.  I  reckon,  cappiu,  we  might  put  the  noae  of  the  dug-out 
up  the  creek  again.    By  easy  paddling,  we  can  snake  up,  mod 


TB&  60RB  STRAIT — THE  HOT  TRAIL — CAPTIVITY.     48$ 

make  no  stir,  to  Mhsi  we  was  a  standing  before.  Tben,  if  we 
bears  nothing,  stiA  them  torobes  are-a  gitting  fhhiter  and  fainter; 
I'll  pnt  out  for  the  bay,  and  see  if  one  old  scout  can  scent  the 
track  of  another.  %afe  knows  mj  whistle,  jist  afr  he  knows 
one  bird  from  mnother. 

•«  Very  good.     Put  about." 

And  the  dng-out  was  sent  up  the  creek  again,  and  found  her 
way  to  the  former  position  without  disturbing  any  unfHendly 
echoes. 

Dufmg  all  this  while,  Sinclair  and  his  troopers,  as  we  have 
seen,  had  been  busy  broshing  l^e  forest.  They  had  picked  up 
three  prisoners,  who  readily  strbmrtted  and  joined  the  troop  of 
Ae  conquerbr.  But  the  particular  fugitive^  solught  for  had  not 
been  fdund*  asnd,  tearing  a  body  of  his  fclllowers,  chiefly  under 
the  guidance  of  Jim  Ballon,  to  scout  while  there  was  any  hope 
of  discovery,  the  mi^or  of  dragochis  pushed  forward  with  all 
speed  to  Orangeburg. 

After  waiting  some  time  on  the  mtyyements  of  the  Scouting 
party  of  Ballon,  whose  torches  were  still  to  be  ston  occasionailly, 
like  so  many  flitting  corpse  candles  through  the  distant  Woods, 
Dick  of  Tophet  said  :— 

I  reckon,  eappin,  it'll  i>e  quite  safe  to  take  a  peep  at  l^e  bay 
now  and  see  what's  'come  of  the  Trailer." 

**  Ay,  we'H  go  together,  Dick." 

"  Better  don't  you,  cappin.  Who  knows  wh)rt^  a  squatting 
in  them  woods  a  waiting  to  see  upon  whdse  sbotdders  it  may 
jump.  It's  easier  for  one  man '  to  git-  claV  of  a  spring  than 
two ;  and  though  two's  better  fSihr  fighting  tlian  one,  yet  in  a 
scouting  aflhir  like  t^is,  one's  safost." 

^  Safe  or  not,  Di6k,'  IH  take  a  look  at  the  woods  along  with 
you,'* 

"  Well,  come  along :  but  you've  got  no  we'pon !  Hyar^s  a 
pistol,  one  of  mine.  I've  got  the  pair  of  that  young  catamomit 
of  Travis  in  my  bnazoto,  but  they  ain't  loaded." 

"  This  win  do.    Push  ahead." 

"  Close  and  saftly  now,  cappin,"  was  the  prompt  answer,  and 
tbey  bo^  ctntered  the  woods. 

They  moved  cautiously,  and  reached  the  precincts  of  the  bay 
without  interruption.    Then  Devil  Dick  whistled — ^«Jist  you 
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see,"  as  be  said,  "an  inflmivating  whUtle,  as  if  to  say,  thar's  a 
little  frieudly  bird  a  boppiii^g  abo^tt  and  be  teUs  joa  the  hawks 
af  e  all  gouo." 

A  Yetj,  few  moments  only  bad  elapsed  irhea  the  signal  was 
answered,  and  in  five  minutes  more  the  pacty  in  se4^'ch  eneoon- 
tered  the  Trailer  coming  toward  them« 

**  Iiord,  Bafe,  how  we  bev'  sweated  for  yon." 

*'  I  reckon  I've  done  a  jpretty  bit  of  sweating  for  myself,  old 
fellow,  jist  from  thinking  of  the  hug  of  the  black  bear  that  was 
a  looking  a'ter  me.  Mo|re  than  once  I  thought  I  had  hia  very 
paws  ^pon  me.  But  a  miss  is  good  as  a  mile,  and  the  sweat's 
gone  off  with  the  danger.  I  was  jist  awaiting  to  be  sure  that 
all  was  safe  afore  I  ventured  out  to  look  a't^  you.  I  didn't 
dare  to  risk  the  signal,  'till  I  had  snaked  i^l jround  and  a'tween 
the  bay  and  the  creek." 

*'  You  have  h^d  a  narrow  chaince,  Brunson." 

"  Well — it's  true — I  hev' —  but  you  see,  cappin,  ef  a  man  has 
tlie  experience  and  the  sense»  and  ain't  scary,  but  kin  jist  lie 
cool  and  wait  his  time,  thar's  hardly  any  chaince  m  narrow 
that  a  smal^  sizeable  man  kain't  squeeze  through.  I  would  hev' 
got  to  you  long  before  the  troopers  worked  down  on  the  trail 
hyar,  if  it  'fwam't  for  that  demed  troublesome  pria(H[ier  thai 
you  give  me  to  bring  along." 

"What  have  you  done  with  himt"  demanded  Inglebardt 
somewhat  anxiously. 

"  Stowed  hi^Q  close  away — '* 

"  Hed  to  knife  him^  Eafe— eh  ?" 

"You  hay^  n9t  killed  hiafi, jPrunsoft ?" 

"  No,  cappm — but  I  come  mJghty.nigh  ]tQ  doing  it  A  lec;;46 
more  and  and  I  had  done  it.,  As  Itwas^  I  x^ade  out  by  giving 
him  a  tickle  of  cold  steel,  now  and  then,  in  the  throat  and 
•ides." 

"  Is  he  much  hurt  1" 

"  No,  I  reckon  not-* only  a  little  aorisb  where  I  tickled  kiau 
and  from  a  hard  jam  which  I  had  to  give  him  under  lon|p  tim* 
her,  with  my  weight  screwed  into  his  carcass/' 

The  Trailer  was  allowed  to  detail  his  adventures  -seruttim. 
We  shall  condense  his  narvative  to  our  limits. 

Very  much  delayed  as  he  had  beef  in  bringing  4oim  tks 
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horses  and  proriditig  fbr  tfadif  transftfti*  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river;  l^e  ^Sfnihr,  when  he  'r(etamed  to  his  prison,  found  the 
distance  between  his  position  at  the  bay,  and  that  of  the  scout- 
ing party  of  Sinclair  very  much  lessened.  This  required  the 
utmost  decision,  and  the  most  prompt  movement,  in  order  to 
effect  his  oliject.  Bebides,  greatly  fatigued  as  he  had  been  by 
his  previous  exertions,  it  demanded  an  extraordinary  effort  of 
will  and  energy  to  bring  himself  to  any  fkrther  tasks.  But  the 
oH  sedut  SEud  soldier  is  tisually  capable  of  these  extraordinary 
efforts,  and  the  IVafler  set  about  his  labors  with  sufficient  re- 
solves tor  his  purpose.  He  untied  the  legs  of  Travis,  and  bade 
kin  waHc.  But  Travis  showed  himself  reluctant  to  do  anything 
which  could  contribute  to  the  prolongation  of  his  captivity. 
He  beheld  the  torches  of  the  hunters,  and  he  heard  the  tramp- 
Hngs  of  their  horses.  He  divined  their  object,  and  readily 
eonjectured  Ae  whole  history  of  Inglehardf  s  defeat  at  Holly- 
Dale,  very  Much  as  we  have  been  able  to  report,  fie  was  slow, 
therefore,  te  obey  the  requisitions  of  the  Trailer,  and  with  such 
near  promise  of  succor.  But  he  felt  too  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Mlow  stin,  and  knew  to6  well  how  reckless  of  human 
1^  were  all  saeh  persons  at  stich  moments,  and  he  forebore 
open  opposition,  and  aimed  only  to  delay  a  progress  which  he 
eould  not  ovewedly  withstand.  At  first  he  concluded  to  try  if 
his  enstocKim  was  corruptible.  He  offered  him  a  liberal  reward 
in  money,  to  be  paid  him  as  soon  as  he  could  get  back  to  Holly- 
]>ale.  Twenty  guineas  was  a  sum  to  dazzle  the  imagination  of 
tfce  seont  tmder  ordinary  conditions,  and  the  sum  promised  was 
inereased  ta  thirty.  Bot  the  Trailer,  not  being  a  whit  more 
▼i^tiMMis  than  his  neighbors,  yet  acknowledged  certain  laws  and 
oMigatiens.  He  was  veiy  much  afraid,  if  the  truth  were  known, 
ct  Dick  of  Tophet,  his  companion,  to  whom  l:c  nscribed  fearful 
powers,  aiid  whose  close  neighborhood  he  wn<<  iitclined  to  sus- 
pect. He  was  also  sensible  that  he  should  establish  a  large 
doini  upon  Jnglehardt  by  his  fidelity  in  this  very  work  in  hand. 
Besides,  he  was  a  believer  in  the  British  crown,  and  in  the 
potent  sufficiency  of  the  army  of  George  the  Third,  to  effec* 
the  permanent  conquest  of  the  country.  Whatever  were  the 
considerations  moving  him  to  a  virtuous  resistance  to  the  bribe 
offered-^ and  we  confess  our  inability  to  say  or  to  conjectun^ 
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precisely  what  they  wer^ — it ;  ia  eJM>qgb  to  know  tbat  be  re> 
jected  tbe  teioptin^  xewards  o&ved  hy  bia  qfftiver-^twto^* 
thirty,  forty,  and  filially,  fifty  guineas '^l^g^  anooais  than  he 
had  ever  been  p^ses^d  of,'Wi^e  thp|»  rqj^ot^d  with  tbe  con* 
fitaucy  of  patriot  virtue*  This,  ^t  leastr  W4|3.  his  own  story  to 
Ingliehardt.  Wo  are  at  liberty  to  believe  it^r  nptt  as  we  please, 
lie  may  have  lied  in  this  particular*  4nd  has-  policy  migbt  be 
simply  to  establish^  in  Inglehardt's  mindr^a  tiue  aotiom  of  tbe 
value  of  his  services,  by  a  reference  to  the  swa  which  the  op- 
posite party  was  willij^g  to  pay  for  hi^.e^cape; 

Finding  his  bribes  u^ayaiiij;^,  ^ud  the  troopers  of  Sineliur 
rapidly  approachu^,  Travis  chaug^d  bis  tm^t^cs  apd  4fgg^y 
refused  to  waUu 

*'  With  that,''  said  the  Trajlei^  '*  I  out  with  »y  Icufo  aaA  ¥^ 
it  to  his  throat  *  Now/  says  I»  *  go,  or  111  cut  away !  Says 
he — '  Ton  may  cut  me  to  pieces  b^  111  not  w^  a  step  1  Tbat 
riled  me.  M  first  I  thought  to  pick  him  up^  and  take  bim  off 
bodily  ujjon  my  sbouMors.  But»  iKffd,  X  was  je^  tbea  bevdly 
able  to  carry  myself,  and  felt  a  mofit  likelywg  down  aad  lettiag 
the  troopers  do  what  they  won]4  with  me«  But  I  yrt^  riled, 
and  I  tickled  him  about  the  chin  #nd  throaty  and  he  seed  I  was 
getting  the  hair  up,  and  be  took  a  few  st^f  fi^r'a'd.  Bui  thea 
he  stopped  short  agin,,  and  so  I  put  the  k^ife,  X  reckom  half  an 
inch  de^  into  his  haupches.  That  sent  jhim  forV4  a  leelie 
further,  but  jest  then,  heaxing  a  should  a^d  seeing  4S  bow  tbe 
torches  wsa  a.  coming  on  preti^r  fast,,  be  sapped  again,  aad 
swore  he'd  not  go  a  peg  further ;  and  he  tbrcAtened  me  with  all 
sorts  of  ha^igings*  and  burnings,  sp\d  whipp^s,  aai- wbat  Ao^.ef 
I  didn't  wheel  ab<mt  and  march  with  him  bito  tbe  inioiy'a  aaii9 ; 
and  he  then  offered  me  his  fif^  guineas-  agfin»  ef  I'd  da  as  he 
wanted  me.  Jest  then,  I  looked  about  me,  and  I  seed  tbe 
torches  coming  down  mighty  fast,  and  I  heard  tbe  horses'  ftei 
heavy  on  the  airth,  and  I  seed  that  of  he  kept  me  ehiUy-^shally, 
going  a  bit  and  stopping  another,  that  be'd  ^t  off,  and  git  me 
into  the  halter  besides^  and  so  I  seed  tbat  I  had  one  way  «ily 
— and  jest  then  he  got  pretioklarly  boli  and  aasay,  aad  I  got 
more  and  more  riled.  I  sweated  like  a  buU  in  fly-thne.  So  I 
jest  looked  at  him  a  moment,  and  says  I '  Teu  won't  go' — aad 
says  he  '  No,  I  wou't  move  a  peg'— and  jest  as  be  said  it»  1 
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jumpai  pn  him.  tbiif  ¥^  «n  sgreaA  014;  and  I  brought  him 
d^wqto  the  mi^i,  j/^t  aiojKgeide  of  this  ^peit  pine  and  by  the 
i^d  Har>ica)ie-track»  apd,  amJie  or  no  snake,  I  rolled  him  up, 
close  Agin  thesidefr  of  the  tree,  with  his  face  out,  and  I  stretched 
myself  down  alongside  of  him,  face  in,  and  I  fixed  mj  knife  at 
hia  tl^'oatt  anfl  1  dappo4  V(y  handkcher  upon  his  mouth,  and  I 
aaij^  jtQ  him,  sofHythrOiugh  my.  sbet  teeth,  'Now,  look  you,  ef 
you  don't  lie  dose,  and  keep  still,  by  the  etanml  fires,  TU  slash 
your  oozen  [weasand]  jest  as  quick  as  I  would  that  of  a  fat 
shote  in  December.  And  so  I  had  him,  the  tree  fastening  him 
along  the  back  from  head  to  heel,  my  knees  agin  him  in  front, 
my  body  agin  his  body,  my  face  to  his  face,  my  handkcher  on 
his  mouth,  and  my  knife  agin  his  throat." 

"  Grim  !  That  was  a  sarcumvention  !  eh !  cappin  !"  ex- 
claimed Dick  of  Tophet  in  admiration.  Inglehardt  said  noth- 
ing, and  the  Trailer  proceeded. 

**  So  I  bed  him  pretty  sure,  and  he  felt  it.  And  he  lay  quiet 
enough,  though  the  torches  flared  out  a'most  alongside  —  and 
I  jest  let  him  feel  the  tickle  of  the  knife  p'int  now  and  then, 
to  keep  him  sensible;  but  one  time,  one  fellow  jumped  his 
horse  clean  over  the  logs  and  his  hind  feet  lighted  down,  I 
reckon,  not  three  feet  above  my  head.  Then  I  felt  him  twist 
about  and  try  to  shake  his  mouth  free  from  my  handkcher,  but  I 
put  my  knees  into  him,  and  I  scraped  his  throat  a  leetle  with  the 
knife,  and  he  sung  small  like  a  child  that  smells  the  hickories 
oyer  the  chimney-place.  And  thar  he  is — jest  as  quiet  as 
eyer — only  mighty  sore  about  the  keel  and  upper  timbers,  I 
reckon,  and  with  jest  sech  a  taste  of  my  knife,  as  will  sanne  his 
palate  for  the  next  twenty  years. 

In  a  moment,  Dick  of  Tophet  was  engaged  in  the  agreeable 
task  of  pulling  out  the  captive  from  that  durance  vile,  in  which 
he  had  been  so  judiciously  tickled  into  silence.  He  was  extri- 
cated, quietly  submitted,  helped  himself  to  rise,  but  said  noth- 
ing. His  condition  could  not  well  be  discerned,  as  the  party 
had  no  light. 

"  Can  you  walk,  Captain  Travis  V*  demanded  Inglehardt. 

"Yes!" 

"  Lead  him  along-* to  the  boat." 

Sknre,  indeed,  suffering  pain  of  body  and  of  mind,  but  stem 
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of  soul,  and  in  some  degree  triumphant  of  ftoul  as  lie  feH  sim 
of  the  escape  of  his  family,  of  Birtledge  and  BincI^ — TraTis 
was  resigned  to  his  fate.  He,  at  least,  would  yield  no  tmnnpfa 
to  his  captor.  He  little  dreamed  of  the  pongs  yet  m  reaenre 
for  him;  and  moved  forward,  with  a  stem  calmness  of  de- 
meanor to  the  creek  b^ween  Deril  Dick  and  iihe  Trailer,  though 
every  step  was  taken  in  pain,  and  hk  whole  body  seemed  in  a 
very  flame  of  fever. 
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^T  watf  with  a  foeUng  of  intonve  dipappomtmeiit  tliat  Willie 
Sinclair  found  his  search  ait^r  Hen^  Travis  fruitless.  His 
duties  imperatively  required  that  be  himself  should  forego  it» 
after  a  certain  period,  and  pxciceed  to  Orang^bu^  in  pr9secu- 
tion  of  Ub  military  tasks.  Be  did  so»  leavipg  Ballou,  the  scout, 
in  cluucge  of  a  small  party  commissioned  to  continue  the  pur- 
suit so  long  as  there  remained  any  precinct  in  the  vicinity  nn- 
examined. 

He.  could  ^  not  have  left  the  affiiir  in  better  hands.  But  Bal- 
lon found  himself  at  fault.  His. hunt  that  night  re/sulted  in  no 
discovedry ;  and  with  the  morning,  he  descended  with  his  party 
into  those  recesses  of  the  swamp  which  it  was  idle  to  attempt 
by  night  Hia  scouting  in  this  region  was  nipe  and  narrow. 
It  was  fruitless  also,  beyond  the  picking  up  of  a  couple  more  of 
thiB  fugitives,  one  of  whoo^  was  wounded  by  a  pistol-bullet.  The 
miasii^  canoe  led  him  to  conjecture  rightly  the  course  which 
Inglehardt  had  takc^i.  The  afaBence  of  the  slave  Julius  ex- 
plained to  the  family  the  means  by  which  the  loyalist  captain 
had  been  extricated  bom  his  bonds,  ^nd  conclusively  showed 
by  whose  agency  the  latter  had  been  enabled  to  pick  up  so 
many  of  the  secrets  of  the  household.  The  only  hope  of  tlie 
mother  and  sister,  in  respect  to  the  safety  of  Henry  Travis,  lay 
in  the  hoped-for  discoveries  which  Sinclair  might  make  at 
Orangeburg.  When  this  hope  was  expressed  in  the  hearing  of 
Ballou  he  was  silent  Afterward,  he  siud  to  'Bram,  the  only 
comrade  of  the  party  to  whom  he  condescended  to  utter  his 
opinions  freely :  — 

**  No  chance  of  that,  'Bram — no  chance*  Inglehardt  knows 
better — knows  better.  He's  pi^ed  up  the  boy,  somehow. 
How,  there's  no  telling  jest  yetj  for  you  see,  though  we  find 
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Inglehardt's  track  and  the  nigger's  close  to  where  the  dugout 
lay  at  the  landing,  we  don't  find  no  other.  The  boys  ain't  there 
— ain't  there.  But  you  see,  we  hain't  found  Hell-fire  Dick 
and  we  hain't  found  the  Trailer,  and  it*s  cleat  they'ye  gnt  ofi 
— got  off.    Now,  can  you  guess  how,  'Bram  ?    How  f" 

"  Nebber  kin  ^gp^s^  Ba^o^." .     i   .  ".   ■  ^    - 

"  Well,  did  you  see  them  tracks  about  the  garden  t" 

"  I  bin.seeT-^  tme." 

**  Very  well.  I've  got  the  measure  of  Hell-fire  Dick  and  the 
'i?railer,  and  them's  iheit  tricks.  Nbw,'you  see,  they're  worked 
otf  a-foo^  to  yonder  thick,  and  there  yxMi  see  where  they  had 
their  horses  fastened — there,  wSw,  they've  got-  a  ekanee  a&d 
carried  off  the  boy  — ^  th*f  s  -the  h^  —the  how.  None  but  horm 
tracks  after  that,  and  sudh  a  lirbWd  of  'em,  there^  ti6  tetttng 
whdch  is  which.  If  1  had  b<6^ii  a-foot,  ixA  me  only,  ^nd  In  a 
fair  daylight,  I  mig^  hay^a  idken  t^  ti^ck  6^  aB^^  them — ^«ll 
of  them.  But  this  hunting  by  fire-light — it  only  sarves  tohliiid 
one's  own  eyes,  and  id  show  the  inimy  how  to  skulk  th6«betier 
~  skulk  the  better.  IngK^hardt  'ilnd  Dick  and  the  '*tra51er,  and 
the  boy,  and  maybe  Oat)tain  Tt^Vis  himself,  are  all  off  aoime- 
where  together.  The  migout.  6ouId  ckrry  off  three  of  them  I 
reckon,  and  they  may  hard  pick^  up  another  %bitt  akHBg  &im 
river  to  carry  off  the  whole.  But  what  'they've  done  wifli  die 
horses  there's  no  telling  y^t,  and  only  orie  way  to  find  out,  anfl 
I'm  for  a  search  down  alotig  therivieriasBfiirasPottr'^mileBmidi 
to  see  where  ^tey*i?t  ptu  ht,  Por  pirt  in  ^ey  must  have  done 
somewhere.  They  rievei:  made'  down  the  r<^— they  nevfjr 
made  up.  They  8>vmn  the  river,  or  ^buind  tt  frrd,  a!nd  we  ittwt 
find  out  the  hoir  and  the  Where.  'When  we'v6  done  that,  #« 
can  Tnake  a  pretty  sure  guess  as  to  whaPs  become  bf  them. 
My  notion  is  they've  crossed  the  horses,  knd  dropped  down  Ae 
river  thomsdves,  leaving  one  of  tt^  party  to  ib^  a  omtapasB 
through  the  woods  and  tomid  the  Snllage  Witliiiie  horaea.'* 

••I  'speck  you  right,  Ballou.^ 

"  I  reckon  I  am.  And  now,  'Bram,  I  don't  mean  to  take  any 
of  you  fellows  aLong  with  me  on  this  search.  You,  and  these 
dragoons,  will  stay  here,  and  keep  gtMird  met  the  fomDy,  UU 
you  get  your  orders  from  the  mqor.  And  jest  you  say  to 
Madam  Travis  and  the  yonang  lady  thkt  I^h  hard"8fter  J%ii 
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[trail-trackj  and  that  I'm  mighty  hopeful.  Tell  'em  there's  no 
ifa»f^  of  any  harm  ooming  to  the  lad,  «a:eepthig  the  captivity 
•^excepting  the  captirity.  Ton  kin  tell  her  this  jest  as  well  as 
me*  and,  j^^aps,  a  little  better ;  for  I  do  hate  to  lie  when  I'm 
reporting  about  a  scout,  and  if  I  see  her  a- weeping,  and  sobbing, 
and  wringing  her  hands,  I  know  I  shall  have  to  lie  as  bad  as 
any  regular  trooper-^ lie  aa  bad  as  a  trooper-— as  a  trooper ! 
—and,  Lord  knows,  lying  comes  ab  natural  to  a  trooper  as 
mother's  milk  to  an  infant,  or  whiskey  to  a  militiaman,  or  roast 
pork  to  a  famishing  Christian  nigger  in  cool  weather.  Now, 
you  hear,  I  don't  forbid  you  to  lie  a  little  if  you  see  the  case 
i-eqnirea  it — if  tlie  griefs  very  hard  to  bear — and  you  hear  the 
women  a-screaming  too  bad.  You  may  tell  what  bloody  lie  you 
please  to  make  'em  quiet,  and  strengthen  their  hearts,  and  make 
'em  feel  better,  and  fill  'em  with  hope — fill  ^em  with  hope.  If 
'twant  about  scooting,  I  could  lie  to  'em  too,  as  well  as  anybody ; 
bnt  a  scout  that  don't  see  sign  must  n't  say  sign.  Such  a  scout's 
uo  better  than  a  mangy  dog  that  barks  up  the  wrong  tree — a 
mangy  dog." 

^  Knock  *em  on  he  head.^' 

"  Exactly !  He  ain't  fit  to  live.  Now,  'Bram,  you  under- 
stand what  you're  to  do  and  to  say.  You  km  lie  a  bit,  I  tell 
yon,  if  you  see  that  it  will  do  the  ladies  good,  and  case  their 
a£9ictions,  and  you  kin  say  that  I'm  on  the  track,  and  that  I've 
found  sign,  and  that  you  reckon  I'll  have  the  boy  back  again  in 
a  few  days — a  few  days — have  him  back.  And  I  hope  I  will, 
'Bram,  though  I  don't  see  the  sign,  and  you're  to  stick  to  the 
house,  and  keep  a  sharp  eye  about  you,  and  wait  the  major's 
orders  and  just  yon  tell  him  that  I'll  keep  out  until  I  can  make 
a  sensible  report." 

"  I  ycrry !" 

«*  Very  well !  all  right,  so  far.  And  now,  'Bram,  do  you  see  that  ?" 

Here  he  pulled  a  corpulent  quart  bottle  from  his  coat  pocket 

•*  Ha !  wha'  dat,  Jim  Ballon  1  'tis  bottle." 

"  Well,  you're  a  wise  nigger,  after  seeing  it,  to  guess  so  qnick« 
But,  do  you  know  what's  in  the  bottle  ?" 

•*  I  guess  he  whiskey.     Ha  ?" 

**  Not  a  bit  of  it.  It's  nothing  worBe,  'Bram,  than  good  old 
Jamaica.     Smell  of  it  if  you  wish  to  be  sartain." 
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*'  I  kin  tell  am  more  bettor  by  de  tag'e." 

"Well,  if  JOQ  caa'^  tell  Jamaiea  by  the  w^U*  the  liqiMr'i 
aot  ^be  sort  to  do  yoi;  any  good  by  the  tuate*" 

*'  P«})0,  Jim  Balloa,  dat's  berry  foolish  sawt  o'  talk !  Wbay 
you  git  dat  Jimmaker  ?*' 

"  Oat  of  tibe  popke^  of  the  red^ieaded  fellov  that  we  found 
half  dead  in  the  awamp  tl^js  morning*  I  reeJuMK  he  was  bit  with 
the  liquor  before  he  got  the  bite  of  the  buUet.  Ton  see  that 
there's  a  pretty  considerable  swig  goue  out  of  it ;  and  the  cerfc 
bebg  a  good  one,  I  reckon  it  ueyor  went  out  of  its  own  aecoidy 
^nd  only  by  word  of  command." 

"  I^olf  yer,  Jim  Ballon,  you  g^iue  to  pull  ajtthfit  Jimmakerf* 

**  B^ram,  I'd  jest  £reefy  giye  my  leetle  finger  uow«  cut  off  clean, 
|o  swallow  one  good  mouthful  of  this  changing  creature— I 
would  TT- my  leetle  finger — for  only  one  good  mouthfuL  I 
hankers  for  it,  'Bram,  But  I  digrstn't  drink.  I've  swore  a 
most  etamal  oath,  and  it's  n^  mueh  as  my  soul's  worth  to  taste 
of  the  beautiful  yar^iint.  But  you  shall  dri^  ou  my  account, 
and  I'll  charge  to  you.     There !  take  a  swig.     Is  it  good*  'Bram  t'* 

The  negro's  potation  was  deep;  l|he  stream  poured  4^^"^ 
wi^Q^t  a  gurgle.    The  thro^  ofered  no  res^tance,  and  the 
prudent  bauds  of  3^1  lou  finally  tore  awi^  4^^  bottle  from  the 
fellow's  mouth.    A  smack  of  the  lips,  %  long  dc^wn  sigh»  and 
suddenly  kumid  eyes,  attested  'Brain'^  sa^sjlietion. 
*     "  Is  it  so  aweet,  nigger  V* 
I     "  Like  de  m^k  ob  Heabbea,  Jim  BaUou." 
I     "  Ypu  love  it  ^00  much,  *Bram." 

"  Ton  ^00,  Ballon  !'* 

**  Yes,  but  I  can*t  trust  myself  to  taste.  If  I  only  taf(te»  Vm 
gone.     Can  I  trust  you,  'Bram  t" 

"  Wha*  for  no  truss  me  ?  leff  de  bottle  wid  me.  Ballon." 

*♦  If  you  give  me  your  word  of  honor,  *Qram,:  tha[t  you'll  only 
swallow  oue-half  to-day,  and  t'other  half  tp-u^oprqw." 

"  I  sway  ! — " 

*<  No !  don't  you  swear !  But  just  give  me  your  word  of 
honor  as  I  tell  yon.  There's  enough  for  you,  two  days,  tf  yoQ 
drink  like  a  gentleman." 

**  jpat^O !  for  able-bodied  pussou  like  me,  Jim  Ballou,  da  liquor 
guine  sarve  only  for  one  day." 
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**  Yes,  but  yonVe  to  dffnk  like  a  gentleman,  not  like  an  able* 
boJHed  perWn— a  geftttema*,  •Birrftni— a  getitl«*«an." 

«  For  two  ^y,  d^tt,  I  iii*itei  iiAbe  [behave]  Ilk©  gemJ[>le!»aH8?* 

"Yes.*' 

**Btitfl*po«ing  dte  yottng  lady,  MisB  Bert'a,  say  to  me,  yei 
'Bratai,  somet'ftig  to  dHnkf* 

"Then  yoa're  to  keep  Ike  Jamaica  for  another  diiy.'^ 

♦*  Ha !  Jim  Ballon,  yon  mighty  hard  'pon  d}«  nagger." 
•    ••  Ton  won't  ^t  ft  until  yon  promise.    Ren^ember,  yon  ta^al, 
lK)ir  jriove  it." 

••  I  promise*  Ballon— ef  I  doesnt,  yon  only  guine  to  drink 
*«eni  yon  se^f  atid  lose  your  'spectabilHy." 

**  Ti&e  it — and  pnt  it  out  of  my  sight,  *Brlam.  It's  mighty 
hard  work  to  keep  my  month  fi-om  it.  It's  a  sore  trial  of  the 
flesh — sore— a  sore  trial  of  the  ftesh.  Hide  it  from  my  sight 
f^fu  inl^Tity  weak  and  thirsty." 

^  V\\  tink  *bout  you  when  I  drinks.  Ballon.  Hope  'twiH  do 
you  good,  same  as  ef  yon  bin  dmnk  yoti  ftef.** 

"  Thank  you  !  And  now,  'Bram,  keep  your  eyes  bright,  or 
the  PhiKstlnes  will  be  upon  you.  Remember  all  I've  told  you. 
Gk)od-hy,  old  fellow ;  I'm  ^ing  to  put  wit  this  very  miiratd. 
GK)od*by !  Don't  forget,  if  yon  see  too  much  grief  going  on, 
to  put  in  a  lie  now  and  then  about  the  iign.** 

•*  I  "member  all  wha*  you  say." 

And  the  two  shook  hands  and  parted — the  soout  burying 
hitas^lf  at  once  tn  the  tebessbs  of  t%e  swanmp,  and  'Bram  taking 
Ins  way  toward  the  h^nse,  resolved  upon  any  amount  of  lying, 
if  he  thought  that  the  afflictions  of  the  ladies  should  teed  diat 
wholesome  kind  6f  sedatfve. 

Meatotirhile,  Shielair  had  startled  all  tlie  echoes  in  Orange- 
burg. It  was  night  still,  and  very  dark,  when  his  cavidry 
thundered  up  the  streets.  What  ^wd  it  meant  Who  eould  it 
be?  Whila  iflt^  ^poestiott  was  undecided,  whig  and  tory  kept 
equally  close. 

Sinclair  darted  ^t  once  upon  the  jail,  tt  was  a  sort  of  cita- 
deL  The  post  6f  jailer  was  held  by  an  invalided  8eotch  ser- 
geaul,  'who  Very  reluctantly  threw  open  his  doors  to  the  rebel 
troopers.  The  commissariat  Was  soon  lemptied  of  artos  and 
ammunition.     A  score  of  rifles,  as  many  of  innskels,  bayoiiet8« 


450  THE   FOBAYKRS- 

a  bale  or  two  of  blanket8»  and  a  variety  of  odds  and  ends  in  the 
way  of  arm8»  iiaplements,  and  elothing-*-not  too  great  a  burden, 
however,  for  the  troopers  to  divide  and  eaivy  off  upon  their  sad- 
dles, rewarded  the  raid.  Petty  as  was  the  spoil,  it  was  of  Terj 
considerable  importance  to  the  Carolinians,  half  of  whom  were 
bare  at  hip  and  elbow -^^  many  oniy  in  part  armed,  and  i^ta 
few  without  any  weapons  The  war  of  liberty  rarely  implies 
adequate  provision  for  its  champions. 

It  was  several  honts  alter  daylight  before  our  major  of  dra^ 
goons  had  sufficiently  done  his  work  in  the  village*  Sixteen 
wild  Irish  were  extricated  ^m  the  dungeon,  charged  with  the 
Irish  virtue  of  mutiny  and  insubordination.  Without  asking 
questions,  they  hailed  their  ddiverer  with  a  shoot  He  had 
but  one  question  to  ask  of  tliem  : — 

**  Who  are  you  for — King  George  or  freedom  V* 

**  Is  it  fradom,  do  you  say  V*  was  the  reply  with  one  voiee. 
*  Och !  thin,  the  divil  fly  away  with  King  G^rge,  and  all  the 
other  kingps  upon  airth  1  Hoorah  for  the  fradom,  and  Ameriky 
for  irer  !'*  . 

It  was  no  use  to  expostulate  with  such  ready  converts  to  the 
true  faith>  or  to  put  them  under  any  special  ordeal  for  the  trial 
of  their  virtues..  They  were  at  once  msrched  out  into  the  open 
air,  and  enrolled  in  the  ranks.  Then  followed  the  search  for 
Inglehardt  and  his  retainers  and  captives.  But,  after  ransack- 
ing  aU  suspected  places,  to  the  no  small  terror  of  the  larking 
loyalists,  Sinclair  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  search  in  that 
quarter.  He  was  in  despair.  No  trace  of  Inglehardt— no 
sign  of  Henry  Travis." 

Noon  found  him  back  at  Holly-Dale.  Bertha  was  the  first  to 
-hail  his  approach  from  the  upper  windows,  and  to  msh  o«it  Ia 
meet  him. 

"  Oh !  Willie,  what  of  Henry  !'• 

But  she  read  his  answer  in  hig  looks,  and  wmng  her  han^ 
while  the  tears  rolled  down  her  cheeks. 

"  Nothing !  nothing !    Has  Ballon  made  no  discoveries  !** 

**  He  is  gone  in  search.  'Bram  says  that  he  is  on  the  trmA 
—that  there  are  signs — and  that  he  is  in  hope  <^  finding  hivu 
He  went  alone.    The  soldiers  are  here." 

••  And  'Bram  ?" 
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*«  He  is  here  also.     Ballon  preferred  to  go  alone.** 

"  He  was  right.    Do  not  fear,  Bertha.    Balloa  will  find  him.' 

**But  if  he  is  hurt,  Willie  1" 

"  No  fear  of  that.  He  is  eridentlj  carried  off.  Inglebardt 
has  secured  him  while  making  his  own  escape." 

"  Have  you  had  no  signs  of  him  V* 

••None!  He  has  probably  got  across,  or  gone  down  the 
river ;  but  he  can  not  escape  us  long,  dear  Bertha ;  and,  meai»» 
while,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  will  harm  the  boy 
His  game,  I  see.  It  is  his  policy  to  save  him,  but  to  keep  him. 
and  your  father  too,  as  pledges  for  you." 

Here  the  mother  joined  them. 

••My  child,  Sinclair — my  child  !*' 

Her  eyes  were  dry,  but  wild,  red,  fearfbl  to  behold.  Sinclair 
renewed  his  assurances,  his  encouragements,  the  expression  of 
his  hopes,  the  grounds  for  thdir  security.  These  hardly  reached 
or  satisfied  the  senses  of  the  mother.     She  could  only  repeat-— 

••  My  child !  my  child !  my  poor,  poor  boy !  He  was  never 
away  from  me  one  night  in  his  life.  And,  now — in  what  con- 
ditien  is  he  1  in  whose  bands-^how  suffering?  Oh!  Willie 
Sinclair,  will  you  not  briQg  me  back  my  boy  V* 

•*  I  would  die  to  do  so,  ray  dear  Mrs.  Travis !  I  will  do  all 
that  can  be  done  !" 

How  feeble  are  all  words,  all  promises,  all  expressed  hopes, 
in  such  a  case,  addressed  to  the  ears  of  a  mother ! 

It  was  long  before  she  could  vary  this  one  note,  or  speak  or 
think  of  other  things.  But,  suddenly,  she  grasped  Sinclair  by 
the  wrist : — 

"  It  was  this  danger  that  he  feared !  He  would  have  provided 
fbr  this  very  chance !  Hear  me,  Willie.  You  have  my  hus- 
band's letter.  I  am  aware  of  what  it  contains.  He  bade  me 
follow  all  its  instructions  in  the  event  of  his  failure  to  retuni 
yesterday.     You  remember  what  they  are  f 

Sinclair  nodded  his  head  affii-matively. 

"  You  are  to  have  all  the  negroes  transferred  immediately  to 
the  Santee  plantation.  Bertha  and  myself  are  to  follow  them 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  she  is  to  become  your  wife — if  you 
are  prepared  for  it — without  a  moment's  delay." 

The  cheeks  of  Bertha  grew  to  crimson. 
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**  His  letter  to  in«,"  amweved  Siaebin  "  is  to  tbk  very  «fifecc 
I  have  pl«iiiied  the  mode,  luid  bare  the  tiieaos,  lor  ^envtyiDg 
the  negroes  and  your  most  Talnshie  mo«ieable«  to  a  plaee  of  se- 
^nritj.  £it  fiowe  underlakes  to  oonv«y  jour  ftumUore  to  his 
plantation.  Your  husband  has  seoit  me  bis  sij^BAtore  to  a  hill 
of  sale,  conveying  it  absohiiely  to  Bowe.  It  may  thus  l>6 
aaved.  In  your  abseace,  the  tories  will  probably  destroy  yoitr 
house.  Your  tattle  I  shall  have  transferred  to  Gree&e's  army. 
Yoar  horses*  es^cept  such  as  you  need  for  your  own  purpoees.  I 
w^U  take  on  account  of  tlie  state  for  our  troopers^  several  of 
whom  have  none.  You  will  need  but  four  for  your  journey  to 
the  Santee ;  and  the  sooner  you  set  oat  the  better, -sinoe  esoape, 
in  two  days  more,  will  be  next  to  impossible;  Rawdon's  aimy 
being  in  progress  fl'om  the  Gobgaree,  Colonel  Stewart  from 
Charleston,  and  Cruger  with  a  swarm  of  loyalists  from  abovop 
and  pressing  down  upon  the  route  to  Orangeburg  between  the 
two  Edistos.  They  will  pass  your  door.  Your  poUqy  will  be 
to  force  your  way  between  Bawdon  and  Stewart,  be^re  they 
can  effect  a  junction." 

**  But  bow  can  I  leave  Holly-Dale,  Willie,  and  no  tiding  at 
my  child  r 

"You  need  not  remam  on  this  account  I  shall  see  that 
tidings  reach  you,  wherever  you  are,  as  soon  as  we  obtain 
them.  In  remaining  here*  you  know  not  what  you  risk.  All 
this  region  will  be  under  the  control  of  the  enemy,  until  we  can 
come  to  blows  with  hiia>  uid,  should  we  fail,  you  will  be  more 
at  the  mepcy  of  the  £6e  thaa  ever." 

It  was  a  hard  task  with  the  mother  to  leave  Holly*Dale 
wkile  her  son's  fate  was  doubtful. 

**0h!  Willie,  should  he  return,  the  poor  boy,  and  find  no^ 
body  to  recieve  him  !" 

Of  course,  this  notion  of  his  voluntary  retuni  was  combated 
as  a  gieat  improbability,  by  Sinclair. 

**  He  will  not  be  suffered  the  chance  to  escape,  my  dear  Mrs. 
Travis,  by  those  who  have  him  in  captivity.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  same  person  who  has  carried  off  the  ^kther,  baa  the  son 
in  custody  also.  I  make  no  doubt  they  are  both  together. 
Neither  will  reappear,  until  brought  back  by  Inglebardt,  or 
until  rescued  by  his  foes.    We  shaU  spare  nothingfor  the  la^er 
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object ;  and  you  need  not  wait  bere  for  the  former.  Whenever 
it  is  Inglehardt's  cue  to  restore  jour  son  and  husband,  he  win 
fed  no  difficulty  in  doing  so,  go  where  you  will.  And  go  you 
must !  Pardon  me  this  eamestness,  but  you  must  suffer  me  to 
be  master  now.  Submit — confide  in  me,  dear  Mrs.  Travis— 
as  the  mother  in  het  son." 

"And  you  will  be  my  son?  Yes,  WilKe,  I  submit — I  con- 
fide !  €k)d  be  merciftil  to  me,  Willie! — under  him,  I  have 
now  no  hope  but  in  you !" 

She  throw  her  arms  about  his  neck  and  sobbed  upon  bis 
afaouldoT. 

"  And  how,  and  when  shall  the  marriage  take  place,  Willie  T 

Bertha's  cheeks  flushed  once  more  to  crimson  at  the  question, 
and  she  was  turning  away  when  the  answer  of  Sinclair  arrested 
her. 

"  There  can  be  no  marriage  now,  my  dear  Mrs.  Travis.  That 
k  just  now  Impossible.^ 

Bed  and  pale  alternately  did  the  cheeks  of  Bertha  become 
in  a  single  moment — -pride  and  shame  both  active  at  a  word 
Mrs.  Travis  withdrew  her  hands  from  the  affectionate  rest 
which  they  had  taken  on  Sinclair's  shoulder. 

•«  How,  sir,  no  BMrriage  V* 

"None  just  now,  my  dear  mother;  — and  you.  Bertha"*— 
here  be  caught  her  hand — ''do  not  you  misunderstand  me! 
NT^  gift  could  be  more  preeiotis  to  me  than  this  hand,  now  and 
for  ever !  But  I  dare  not,  for  your  sakes,  clasp  it  in  marriage 
nota  /  Were  I  to  do  so,  we  should  lose  all  hold  on  Tnglehardt 
— forfeit  every  hope  of  safety  for  Mr.  Travis,  if  not  for  Henry. 
Sueh  an  act  would  precipitate  the  fkte  of  one  or  both.  It  would 
cut  Inglehardt  off  from  that  object,  for  which  he  keeps  both  of 
them  in  captivity.  Were  we  married,  be  would  at  once  raeri- 
fico  your  husband  to  the  fury  of  Balfour.  He  would  expose 
those  secrets  whieh  now  give  him  a  hold  upon  your  flither,  and 
would  denounce  him,  as  the  possibility  no  longer  remained  of 
securing  the  daughter  through  the  terrors  which  he  would  seek 
to  inspire  in  regard  to  the  father's  fate.  While  there  is  still  a 
prospect  of  obtaining  your  hand,  your  father  is  safe.  Cut  off 
that  prospect,  and  we  have  no  security." 
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''  But  it  was  even  this  very  state  of  things,  his  arrest  and  cap- 
tivity, which  my  hushand  anticipated." 

"  True,  my  dear  madam,  and  his  commands,  contemplating 
this  prospect,  afford  a  generous  eximiple  of  self-sacrifice,  and 
are  highly  honorable;  but  he  never  once  contemplated  the 
capture  and  detention  of  his  son.  He  never  dreaded  that  the 
son's  fate,  no  less  than  his  own,  rested  upon  the  disposition  of 
his  daughter's  hand.  Heaven  knows — nay.  Bertha  knows— 
that  no  blessing  of  Heaven  could  be  more  grateftil  to  my  soul 
than  the  instant  possession  of  this  dear  giii's  hand ;  but  when 
I  see  the  peril  which  it  involves,  to  father  and  son  alike,  I  dare 
not  touch  it — I  dare  not  espouse  her!  We  must  wait!  We 
are  at  the  mercy  of  this  base,  cold-blooded  villain,  and  you  bodi 
know  him  only  too  well,  to  need  that  I  should  say,  that  our 
marriage  would  be  fatal  to  the  safety  of  Mr.  Travis,  and  possi- 
bly to  that  of  our  dear  boy,  Henry." 

**  Gk>d  be  merciful !"  groaned  the  mother,  as  the  true  siiuaticw 
in  which  ^e  stood  became  apparent  to  her  understaading. 
**  Grod  be  merciful  to  me  a  mother  1  Oh  1  Willie  Sinclair,  I 
have  ceased  to  think.  I  can  only  feel  and  fear.  Do  with  me 
as  you  please.  Give  your  orders.  I  obey.  I  submit  without 
question  —  only  tell  me  that  you  will  save  my  husband-— that 
you  will  give  me  back  my  boy," 

**  If  human  will  and  effort  may  do  this,  mother,  at  any  has- 
ard,  it  shall  be  done.  Bertha,  you  do  not  doubt  me  I  You  are 
not  angry  t" 

"  Doubt  you,  WUlie — angry  with  you !  No !  no  1  I  trust 
you  M  my  own  souL  I  love  you  as  w^  life.  Believe  me! 
believe  me,  Willie.  Though  we  never  marry,  Willie  Sindiur, 
I  am  still  yours*  yours  only !" 

And  the  ingenuous  girl  flung  her  arms  about  her  lover's  neck, 
and  kissed  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  brother.  There  was  no 
longer  a  doubt — a  cloud— a  shadow —between  their  loves  I 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

PLIGHT   FROM   BOLLY-DALB. 

Thb  plans  of  the  familj  having  been  satisfactorily  discussed 
that  afternoon  between  the  two  ladies  and  Sinclair,  the  latter 
gathered  the  negroes  of  the  plantation  together  earljr  that  night, 
and  made  them  a  little  speech.  'Bram  was  formally  introduced 
to  titem  as  their  friend  and  guide.  They  were  to  travel  under 
his  direction.  They  were  told,  as  were  the  Israelites  of  old, 
that  the  Santee  country  was  the  land  of  milk  and  honey — or 
rather  of  molasses,  corn  in  abundance,  any  number  of  pigs,  and 
'coon  and  'possum  beyond  any  computation.  A  negro  so  rel- 
ishes a  change  that  he  will  even  forget  the  charms  of  a  first,  for 
a  second  or  even  a  third  and  fourth  wife,  and  is  always  pre- 
pared for  new  lodgings.  You  can  scarcely  remove  him  too 
frequently  for  his  own  satisfaction.  He  is  a  creature  of  great 
levity,  steadfast  in  nothing,  except  appetite,  and  feels  more  fully 
than  any  other  people  that  moral  of  the  vulgar — •*  Omne  igno- 
turn  pro  magnifico  /"  The  unknown  is  to  him  always  a  Oanaan 
of  unqualified  delights. 

The  fraternity  seemed  veiy  well  pleased  with  the  prospect  as 
painted  to  them  by  Sinclair,  but  lest  anything  should  be  want* 
iug  in  his  delineations,  *Bram  himself  took  up  the  parole,  where 
his  master  finished,  and  discoursed  to  them  after  his  own  fashion 
of  eloquence. 

"  Yerry  to  me,  brudderen,  and  you,  my  belubbed  sisteren,  be 
BO  good  as  to  yerry  to  wha'  I  hab  for  say.  Buckrah  know 
Bometing,  but  ^e  dun  no  ebbry ting.  Maussa,  de  major,  is  a  bery 
sensible  gemplemans,  but  he  ain't  always  know  de  reasonable 
occasions  and  argymentations  for  mek  de  ting  clear  and  compre- 
hensible to  de  infections  and  onderstandings  of  n  regenerate 
nigger.     Now,  3-ou  see,  'Bram  hab  all  he  maufwyi  sensi?,  da*s 
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white  man  sense,  and  he  hab  all  nigger  sense  besides*  and  da's 
he  own.  De  ting  wha'  he  tell  yon  is  no  mo'  dan  de  massi- 
fol  trnte :  but  he's  no  tell  76a  half  ob  de  good  ting  and  de 
pleasure  of  dat  same  country  'pon  de  Santee.  'Bram  knows 
'em  better  dan  de  major  know  he  book.  When  yon  git  to  dat 
country  you  nebber  kin  dead.  For  who  guine  dead  so  long  m 
fax  pig  day  run  ebbry  way  onder  he  eye  ?  You  see  fat  pig  dat 
run  'bout  yer  'pon  de  Edisto,  squeaking  as  he  run» '  Come  roas' 
me — come  roas'  me?'  I  ax  you,  brudderen  and  sisteren,  how 
long  sense  you  bin  see  sich  purty  critter  as  dat  a  running  yer 
'poudeEdistor 

Here  a  grunt  and  murmur  fi*om  the  crowd. 

*'  Well,  you  know  wha's  y«r,  and  yon  know  wha'  atnU  yer ! 
But  1  know  wha's  a  waiting  for  you  'pon  de  Santee.  Yer,  de 
sodger,  Whig  and  tory,  eat  ^p  de  pig-^  nebber  le'  'em  ^ow 
to  running  fat;  itxr,  on  de  Santee,  de  pig  is  so  plenty  dat— *dai 
he  eat  up  de  sodger  I" 

"  Ki !  de  Lawd  ha'  massy.    Oh  I  da!" 

**  It's  a  trute.  De  pig  dar  is  so  fat  and  sassy,  dat  he  fair  ax 
you  for  eat  'em.  He  duu  no  wha'  for  do  wid  hese'fl  You  jis* 
hab  for  knock  'em  down  as  he  run  for  sabe  you'  se'f.  £f  yon 
don't,  you  wake  up  in  de  morning,  and  you  ain't  fin'  yourse'f 
'tall — only  leettle  eend  o'  youse'f — de  pig  b  eat  de  res'." 

**  Ki !  de  Lawd  delibber  us !  Who  ebber  yer  ob  sich  countij 
befo'." 

''  It's  a  trute,  my  sistcren.  But  de  pig  aini  all.  De  cawu 
grow  jis'  at  de  bery  sight  ob  de  hoe ;  de  chicken  crow  jis'  as 
he  shak'  off  de  shell ;  de  'simmon  [persimmon]  so  tick,  dat  you 
kin  catch  twenty-seben  and  fifteen  'possum  and  coon  a'  night  on 
de  same  tree;  and  der's  no  eend  to  sich  eatable  leettle  varmints 
as  de  squirll  and  rabbit.  Dem  you  knocks  ober  wid  little  stick 
when  you  is  walking  'bout  in  de  sunset." 

A  pause ~* giving  opportunity  to  the  full  and  fervid  expres- 
sion of  applause. 

"  An*  it's  'p'inted  for  me,  brudderen  and  sisteren,  'Bram,  to 
show  ypu,  de  way  to  dat  most  blessed  splendiferous  Qountry  ob 
meat  and  molasses.  And  jis*  you  follow  me — do  de  ting  I  tell 
you — lie  close  when  I  say — *  Nigger's,  dem  dam  tory  is  about ;' 
and  push  forward,  quick  as  runner  [black  snake]  when  I  say 
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*Now'f  de  timd  for  ahakiog  de  rbeumatic  out  ob  de  legs' — and 
I  earries  you  safe  I  teli  you,  to  dat  beabben  ob  a  eounti-y.  Is 
you  willing,  I  axes  ^-^brudderen  and  6i8teren^  le'  me  yer  from 
you.     Is  you  willing  to  oat  pig  ?     Da's  de  fuss  question." 

The  acclamatory  and  affirmative  grunt  was  unanimous. 

"  Meat  and  molasses ;  eoon  and  'possum ;  perk  and  purtatoes ; 
hog  and  hom'ny ;  lif^twood  a  plenty,  and  de  beautifullest  and 
ticke#i  swamp  in  de  we'ld.  Enty  dese  is  excelHng  beautiful 
tings  for  sensible  nigger )" 

*     The  eloquence  of  'Bram  was  irresistible.    He  supplied  all 
the  defioieneies  in  the  argument  of  Sinclair. 

That  night  the  whole  force  of  the  plantation— ^leaving  only 
the  coachman,  cook,  and  one  maid-servant,  who  were  destined 
to  attend  tb^  ladies  when  they  went^-*- disappeared  before  mid* 
night*  A  little  covered  wagon  contained  the  children,  and  the 
provisions  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  whole  party  along* 
the  route.  'Bram  had  his  instructions.  He  was  \o  travel  only 
by  night ;  to  lie  dose  in  swamp  or  thicket  during  the  day ;  to 
avoid  the  great  thoronghBores ;  use  neigkharhood  roads  or  open 
pine  woods  when  he  could,  and  strike  for  the  ferry  known  as 
Nelson's.  It  was  feared  that  the  upper  ferries,  might  be  in 
possession  of  the  enemy.  His  route  was  to  be  siniMHis,  and  he 
was  not.  to  hurry  forward  in  the  face  of  any  risk.  His  supply 
of  provisions  was  ample  for  an  encampment  of  ten  days.  We 
need  but  add,  that  'Bram  was  equal  to  the  task,  and  knew  all 
the  sinuosities  of  the  country.  He  was  also  scout  enough  to 
know  how  to  take  cover  in  season,  and  he  rarely  forgot  hb 
precaution.  Leaving  him  to  pursue  his  course  according  to  hia 
own  discretion,  Sinclair  addressed  himself  to  such  duties  aa 
remained  to  him  at  Holly-Dale. 

The  morning  after  'Bram's  departure,  St  Julien  rode  in  with 
his  troopers.  His  report  showed  him  to  have  been  Imsy .  He  had 
dispersed  a  small  gathering  of  tories  at  Dean's  8wamp»  securing 
a  tew  prisoners,  and  a  score  or  two  of  broad  swords  and  rifles. 
Ooulter,  it  seems,  had  had  a  brush  with  the  black  dragoons  of  Gapr 
tain  QuAslh  had  cut  up  a  score  of  them,  and  in  a  personal  encoun* 
ter  with  Quash,  had  the  satisfaction  of  cropping  o£f  one  of  his  ears, 
in  a  well-injteuded  sabre-strcke  at  his  head.  Quash  was  Anegxot 
captain.  «f  one  of  the  few  corps  of  negroes  whom  theBtitiahhad 
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ventured  to  uniform.  He  had  a  very  pretty  command,  saHle 
and  .scarlet,  of  forty-five  troopers,  but  though  runaways  and 
ruffians,  they  were  not  found  very  serviceable,  being  always 
more  sucoessful  in  the  onslaught  upon  a  hen-roost  than  upon  any 
game  customers. 

The  arrival  of  St  Julien  enabled  Sinclair  to  fhrnish  a  proper 
escoti;  for  the  ladies  in  their  progress  to  the  Santee.  This  had 
been  a  subject  of  some  embarrassment  with  him  till  this  moment, 
since  the  orders  of  Marion  and  Rutledge  required  his  own  pres- 
ence at  camp.  Great  events  were  ripening,  and  the  necessities 
of  Greene  and  his  policy,  required  that  he  should  draw  his  forces 
to  a  head,  in  order  to  a  demonstration  upon  Rawdon,  who,  it 
was  now  understood,  was  embarrassed  in  various  ways — was 
himself  an  invalid— *  with  troops  exhausted  by  forced  marches 
in  midsummer,  and  not  a  few  of  diem  very  much  indisposed  to 
Ae  service.  The  Irish  troops  at  once  raw  and  mutinous,  were 
a  great  source  of  uneasiness  and  apprehension. 

It  may  be  necessary,  at  this  stage  of  our  narrative,  and  for 
the  better  comprehension  of  its  details  in  fbture,  to  take  a  brief 
survey  of  the  relative  condition  of  the  two  great  warring  parties 
in  the  state.  We  have  seen  that  Rawdon,  after  relieving  the 
post  of  Ninety-Six,  has  been  compelled  to  abandon  it  His 
resources  did  not  suffer  him  to  retain  a  position  so  remote  from 
the  seaboard,  which  he  could  not  adequately  garrison  ;  and  he 
well  knew  tliat,  as  soon  as  he  ^ould  beg^  his  i^um  to  the  Lower 
Country,  the  several  American  forces  would  again  concentrate 
about  tbe  position,  the  fall  of  which  would  then  be  inevitable, 
and  would  lose  to  him  a  body  of  ti*oops,  which  his  present  exi- 
gency would  not  suffer  him  to  spare.  Accordingly,  calling 
around  him  the  loyalist  chiefs  of  the  precinct,  a  fierce  and  hardy 
doss  with  numerous  followers,  he  advised  them  of  the  necessity 
which  required  that  he  sbould  abandon  the  plaoe.  This  was 
equivalent  to  their  abandonment  to  a  ftite  which  their  own 
provocations  well  assured  them  would  be  a  merdlessone.  The 
alternative  that  remained  to  them  was  fiight.  They  recognised 
the  melandioly  necessity,  and  prepared  with  their  wives  and 
little  ones  to  depart  from  their  ancient  homesteads.  To  cover 
their  departure  from  the  American^  patriots,  Rawdon  left  behind 
htm  one  half  of  his  army,  from  twelve  to  fiftten  hundred 


FUGUT   FROM   HOLLT-Da^J..  459 

under  the  conduct  of  Grtiger,  the  colonel  who  had  so  long,  and 
with  so  much  courage  and  ability,  defended  the  post  of  Kinety- 
Bix.  This  force  wad  to  follow  him  as  soon  as  the  fugitive  people 
were  prepared  for  their  painful  exodus.  No  long  time  was 
needed  for  preparation,  in  fact  could  not  be  allowed,  since  they 
had  every  reason  to  apprehend  the  early  return  of  the  American 
army.  Bawdon,  meanwhile,  set  out  with  a  rapidity  of  move- 
ment which  almost  threatened  the  destruction  of  his  army — 
fifty  of  his  men  falling  dead  in  their  tracks,  during  a^ve-days' 
mai  eh,  the  victims  to  the  terrible  heat  of  the  season,  and  that 
degree  of  fatigue  which  admitted  of  no  recuperation.  His  course 
once  ascertained,  his  force  was  such  as  might  be  controlled  readily 
by  that  of  Ghreene.  To  escape  this  danger  was  one  reason  for 
the  rapidity  of  his  march.  His  further  purpose  was  coopera- 
tion, by  a  particular  day,  with  Colonel  Stewart,  who,  with  a 
large  detachment  and  convoy  of  provisions,  was  instructed, 
marching  from  Charleston,  via  Orangeburg,  to  meet  him  at 
Ghranby  by  the  third  of  July.  Oruger,  meanwhile,  was  already 
on  the  march  from  Ninety-Six,  and  directing  bis  columns  for 
the  route  between  the  Edistos  on  the  way  to  Orangeburg. 

With  the  first  knowledge  of  the  course  taken  by  Rawdon, 
Greene's  army  was  put  in  motion  to  overtake  him.  At  Winns- 
borough,  the  American  general  disembarrassed  his  pursuit  of 
all  unnecessary  baggage,  of  everything  that  might  impede  his 
progress,  and,  under  the  command  of  General  Huger,  the  army 
pressed  forward  for  the  Congarees.  Greene,  himself,  with  a  small 
escort  of  cavalry  moving  in  advance  of  his  army,  with  special  ce- 
lerity in  the  hope  of  finding  the  command  of  Colonel  Washington 
(cavalry)  with  which,  and  other  resources,  he  meditated  a  special 
enterprise  against  the  convoy  and  re-enforcements  designed  for 
the  relief  of  Bawdon. 

The  latter,  alarmed  at  these  movements,  increased  the  celerity 
of  his  own,  and  reached  Granby  two  days  sooner  than  he  ex- 
pected, and  accordingly  long  before  Colonel  Stewart  could 
possibly  reach  the  same  place.  Intercepted  letters  had  apprized 
the  Americans  that  Stewart  could  not  make  the  junction  with 
his  superior  at  the  contemplated  time.  Meanwhile,  the  American 
cavalry,  in  which  arm  the  patriots  held  a  vast  superiority, 
liad  'succeeded  in  ctittinj;  thrrt  of  the  Britisli  to  pieces,  n  disn*ti?r 
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which  rj^i|dered  Rawxiou  f)»r  more  uneasy  aud  apprebeusive 
than  bpfore.  Up  to  the  occui^rence  of  this  event  hi*  policy  had 
been  adopted  to  establish  himaelf  upon  the  Coogaree,  eircum- 
B<;ribing  his  operatious  in  the  interior  to  the  space  comprised 
within  the  Edisto  to  the  west^  iqid  thjC  Gongaree  and  Santee  to 
the  north  and  east.  But^  with  the  loss  of  his  cavalry,  the  failure 
to  procure  provisions  or  inteUigence — 'for  the  foray ers  of  Marion 
and  Sumter  swept  all  the  highways — the  audacity  of  tha 
American  cavalry,  the  rapid  approach  of  the  hostile  army,  and 
by  this  time  advised  of  the  inability  of  Stewart  to  meet  him  at 
the  time  appointed,  Lord  Bawdon  felt  that  the  power  was  no 
longer  in  his  hands  which  would  enable  him  to  choose  his  own 
pptntion.  .  It  became  necessary  that  he  should  press  down  to- 
wai*d  Ori^ng^burg  with  all  despateh,  if  he  would  save  liia  de- 
tacbmentsy  or  escape  the  dangers  which  were  accumulating 
about  himself.  His  situation  was  becoming  desperate,  and  the 
forced  marc^hes  which  he  was  required  to  und^rtal^e*  in  which 
so  many  of  his  troops  succumbed,  were  necessary  to  tlie  safety 
of  his  whole  forop. 

To  place  himself  in  advance  of  Bawdon,  with  all  his  moiuitod 
men,  dart  below  and  strike  at  Stewart  and  his  convoy,  on  their 
advance  from  Oliarleston,  Avas  the  obvious  policy  of  Greeneu 
Wanting  in  cavalry,  the  British  general  had  no  m^ans  of  ar- 
resting or  retarding  this  progress,  for  the  proper  performance 
of  which  Greene  proceeded  to  put  all  his  resources  in  requi&i- 
tion.  Lee  was  to  hasten  ta  a  junction  witli  Washington,  and 
Sui^fitei  and  Middleton  were  to  co-operate  in  the  same  object — 
the  destruction  of  Stewart.  It  would  be  curious  to  the  military 
student,  and  highly  instructive,  to  sec  how  these  plans,  well 
conceived  as  they  were,  all  ultimately  failed ;  and  cliiefly  through 
that  lack  of  method  and  due  subordination  o(  the  agents  aud 
accessories  to  the  principal,  H'hich  is  the  chief  vice  in  militia 
and,  volunteer  organizations.  Neither  Kiddleton  nor  Lee  joined 
Washington,  and  tlie  iTitter  eipploy^d  hhnselt  almost  unneces- 
sarily, in  front  of  Rawdon's  i^dvance,  endeavoring  fruit! e&dy 
to  retard  his  march.  Sumter  was  engaged  above  in  an  inde- 
pendent enterprise  on  the  Catawba^  and  when  Washui^on  was 
finally  diverted  from  haiassing  the  march  of  Bawdon,  and 
sought  tlie  co-operation  of  Marion,  the  time  had  passed.    Bat 
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We  Muwt  not  anfi^pate.  MtKricm,  frith  font  Imttdred  monntft^ 
ihen  made  his  appearance  at  Waihingtoti's  headquarters  \rith 
Won  leiful  proTihptness.  Greene  arrtred  goon  after,  and  taking 
coinlnand  of  their  nmted  forces,  he  resoly^d  to  lead  the  enter* 
prise  agiiiinst  Bt^wart  in  person.  Pressing  dbwn  the  Orangebnrg 
roAd,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  he  succeeded  iti  passing  Harden. 
and  resttving  to  himself  a  liompany  of  Washington's  caralry, 
with  whidh  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  Britiiih  armyi  hfe.  des^ 
patched  Marioli  with  his  nionnted  men  to  the  ^coi^hter  with 
Stewart  * 

ThH  brings  ns  to  the  period  of  piiitse  ih  6nt  ttoi^.  At  th^ 
ttiomeiit,  therefore,  when  it  became  necessary  fot  Mrs.  TniVii 
and  her  daughter  to  quit  Holly-Dale,  sir  separate  bodied  of 
trooJ)S,  each  considerable  in  humber,  wet*e  approaching  the 
precinct;  the  purpose  of  all  being  equally  concentred  in  our 
little  village  of  Orangeburg.  Bawdon  artd  Oruger  fi^m  above, 
each  with  twelve  Or  fifteen  hundred  regular  troops,  the  latter 
^($<$tnpanied  by  a  swanii  of  auxiliary  loyalists)  Stewairt  from 
fcelow,  with  a  detachment  of  five  hundred,  the  stren^h  and 
tttiMty  of  which  were  necessarily  cttrtailed  by  the  encumbrance 
of  a  lengthened  convoy;  Marion's  and  Washington's  com- 
ftiands ;  ^e  main  army  of  the  Americans,  under  Huger,  folldw- 
Ing  close  n|)on  the  heeh  of  Rawdon ;  while  Pickens,  witli  a 
force  of  mounted  gun-men,  was  equally  earnest  in  pressing  upon 
the  heels  of  Cruger.  Tliese  details  will  sufliciently  answer  to 
show  the  reader  by  what  influences  the  action  of  our  dramatis 
persons  is  liftble  to  be  controlled,  what  are  the  embWrassments 
before  them,  and  what  the  succoring  agencies  upon  wliich  they 
Jnay  call,  in  the  moment  of  exigency.  Thfey  Will  also  explain 
the  urgency  of  that  necessity  which  required  Sinclair  to  mnke 
his  way  tct  the  camp,  subduing  liis  feelings,  and  foregoing  his 
own  purposes,  in  obedience  to  those  of  tlie  conntiy. 

It  was  with  no  pleasant  emotions  that  he  prepared  to  depart 
from  the  pleasant  homestead  which  still  contained  for  h?tn  so 
mAny  precious  associations.  Love ^ and,  dragoon  as  he  was, 
he  Wa#  by  nO  means  insensible  to  the  tendeir^st  infirmities  of 
tliat  all-subjugating  passion; — apprehension — for  how  couM 
he  anticipate  the  events  Avliich  were  to  occur,  of  annoyance 
or  positi'-e  danger,  ^.ccompanying  the  doubtful  progress  of  his 
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sweetheart  aud  ker  mother  acrosa  the  coimtiry  ?-^g¥'ef  and 
anxiety  for  the  loss  and  absence  of  Henry  Travis*  of  whose 
iate  nothing  could  be  known — these  were  sufficient  to  afflict 
and  render  onr  major  of  dragoons  unhappy,  without  even 
glancing  at  the  minor  cares  and  embarrassmeota  which  yet 
taxed  his  mind  and  increased  his  apprehenmns — as,  for  ex* 
ample,  the  progress  of  the  negroes  of  Travis,  under  the  guidance 
of  Abram.  True,  Abram  was  faithful,  and  slirewd  beyond  the 
usual  capacity  and  virtues  of  his  race;  but,  tbough  &  good 
seoul^  he  was  a  poor  soldier,  and  the  only  calculations  which 
couldbe  predicated  of  this  trust  must  rest  wUol}y  on  die  natural 
cunning  of  the  feUow,  his  fidelity,  and  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
woods. 

Sinclair,  of  course,  used  all  bis  resources  and  exercised  all 
his  forethought  in  order  to  meet  tlie  various  duties  before  him. 
His  Jiancit  and  her  mother  he  intrusted  to  the  char^  of  one 
whom  he  knew  to  be  a  brave  and  good  soldier  and  a  noble  gen- 
tleman ;  in  respect  to  Henry  Travis,  Jim  BitUou,  the  best  scoot 
in  the  service,  was  upon  his  trail ;  and  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  'Bram  could  worm  his  way  across  the  country,  so  as  to 
escape  the  troops  of  Stewart  on  the  one  hand  and  the  forces  of 
Eawdon  on  tlie  other.  These  were  the  chief  dangers  that 
threatened  to  cross  his  path.  Of  outlying  parties  of  the  tories 
he  had  little  fear  whenever  the  main  armies  were  in  the  pre* 
cinct  On  such  occasions  the  forayers  usually  disappeared,  or 
melled  away,  and  became  merged  in  the  greater  masses ;  as  is 
the  case  usually  with  outsiders,  or  third  parties  in  politics, 
when  an  election  (which  is  a  battle)  approaches.  At  all  events* 
whether  satisfied  with  his  arrangements  or  not,  Sinclair  was 
compelled  to  be  content  with  what  had  been  done,  and,  having 
given  his  last  instructions  to  St,  Julien,  to  prepare  for  his  own 
hurried  departure  for  camp.  A  select  troop  of  twenty-five 
men  was  left  with  St.  Julien,  while  the  residue,  somewhat 
swollen  by  recruits  from  tlie  troop  of  Inglehardt,  he  reserved 
for  his  own  command. 

.  It  was  a  trying  moment,  that  which  called  ffM:  the4eparture 
of  Sinclair  from  Holly-Dale*  Bertha  Travis  was  a  damsel  of 
great  strength  of  character,  great  serenity  of  mood,  calm,  pa- 
Uent»  resolute,  yet  loving  and  docile.    She  inherited  these  virtnei 
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from  her  motbot.  Veitker  of  them  g«Te  way  atteHy  to  their 
iorrows,  yet  felt  them  so  mnofa  tin  more  aentelj.  They  had 
sarely  Miffieient  eaxae  to  momti.  In  how  few  home  had  their 
home  of  pleasanttiese  and  peace  been  changed  to  one  of  anxiety, 
grief,  and  ap^efaondon.  Sinclair  oonld  ML  far  them.  Per<> 
haps,  of  aU  thr$e«  he  Viewed  t^e  moat  daapondenirf  at  partmg. 
The  first  burst  of  grief  orer,  the  modier  grew  to  bope.  Her 
ptayer  now  was  ^  perfbrmance.  €omld  the  bo  doing  now — 
eovid  sbe  engage  in  tbe  seareh  after  her  son-— an  idea  tlint 
more  than  once  agitated  her  brain— she  would  have  been  easier 
hi  spirit.  As  it  was,  she  conld  only  implore  Sindair  to  activity, 
and  he— -he  oonld  only  promise,  with,  possibly,  so  many  men- 
tal reservations^  none  ef  which  he  dai-cd  to  express  "-*- that  tbe 
promise  might  weIH>e  regarded  as  a  dream.  But  he  did  prom- 
ise, and  ^ith  the  fiill  purpose  to  peribrm.  He  waa  no  laggard, 
no  sham  of  a  man ;  bat  earnest,  daring,  resohite.  Be  sure  that 
'he  will  attempt*— do  if  possible'*— much  more  than  he  ever 
promises. 

And  Bertha?  Oh!  how  calmly,  sweetly,  resignedly,  she 
murmured  her  ftirewell  ulpon  bis  shoulder — in  liis  very  bosom. 
It  might  he  the  last.  Poor  Bertha  1  She  too  thought  to  be 
fl6hkg.  Oh !  if  she  were  but  a  man  I  Yet  the  thought  as  she 
looked  upon  Sinclair,  seemed  something  worse  than  an  abwrd^ 
ity.  Yet  she  schooled  it  into  a  subdued  desire  to  be  with  him 
— to  see  him  perform  tbe  tasks  of  manhood — strike  for  her 
brother — rescue  the  dear  boy  from  the  enemy — from  his  mis- 
erable captivity.  It  was  the  prime  source  and  secret  of  her 
strength  and  calmness,  that  she  never  once  doubted  he  would 
do  this.  Oh !  that  precious  faith  of  the  loving  young  heart  thnt 
confides  so  much  in  the  being  whom  it  loves-*- that  believes  him 
equal  to  all  emergencies — that  finds  heroism  in  his  look  and 
gesture,  and,  in  every  period  has  no  doubt  that  the  world  pos- 
sesses at  least  one  demigod. 

How  silent,  sad,  precious  sweet,  was  their  parting,  as  Sin- 
clair rode  off  with  his  troop  at  break  of  day. 

"Willie,"  was  tbe  murmur  of  the  dear  girl,  "oh!  Willio, 
remember  my  poor  mother.     She  looks  to  you." 

"  I  will  never  forget  her." 

The  last  words  of  the  mother!— 
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"  Willie  Binclur,  bring  me  back  mf  bof — my  boy  !** 

They  rang  in  the  ears  of  «nr  ibigor  of  drAf^ona  at  every  ttaf 
which  increased  the  distaaoe  between  him  and  HoUy-Dale. 

And  hd  was  gone '^ gone  firoin  8ight-«««aiid  then,  in  die  soli* 
tnd^  of  her  cbsmber « Bertha  Triuris  shed  bitter,  bitter  tears.  It 
was  only  with  his  departnve  that  she  grew  hopeless.  Bat  the 
mother's  hopes  seemed  to  grow  with  his  absence. 

**  He  will  bring  Henry  back,"  she  mmnnured  to  Bertha,  in 
tlie  lowest  tones,  a«  if  she  fbared  diat  the  walls  would  hear  and 
interpose* 

The  next  day,  in  the  stately  family  carriage,  drawn  by  font 
stent  blooded  bays,  and  driven  by  Cato,  of  great  frame  and 
bulk,  and  singular  in  the  possesnon  of  one  eye  only,  Mrs. 
Travis,  her  dan^ter  and  maid,  took  their  de^lurtnre  flh>m  Holly- 
Dale,  vnder  the  eseort  of  Bt  Julien«  We  mast  not  at  pres^il 
think  to  note  their  coarse,  or  foUow  their  fortunes.  Tliis  con- 
cern wiH  employ  ns  possil^y  hereafter.  Meanwhile,  even  then, 
the  advance  of  Cruger,  consisting  of  mounted  loyalists,  hungry 
and  soflen,  was  entering  tlie  territory  lying  between  the  two 
Edistoe,  and  pressing  down  toward  Orangeburg.  That  day, 
old  Kit  Bowe  carried  off  the  chattels  which  be  bad  fmrkiuedt 
under  sect^  articles.  Three  ni^ts  afterward  HoUy-Dale  was 
in  ashes.    So  mnvih  for  the  tender  BMoreies  of  the  toriea. 
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Jim  Ballou  swept  the  swamp  forest  tract  lying  between 
Hollj-Dale  and  Four-Mile  creek,  with  the  close  and  eager  eye 
of  a^  hawk.  Nothing  escaped  his  scrutiny.  He  conld  find  very 
decided  sigf^s,  where  you  and  I  Avould  se^  nothing  but  smooth 
surface.  We  cbji  not  detail  his  process,  or  follow  all  his  steps, 
or  not^  the  thousand  minutiae  which  drew  hia  attention,  or  di- 
verted it,  as  he  spedi  It  will  suffice  if  we  mention  that  in  re- 
viewing the  route  over  whicb  the  scouting  party  had  gone  the 
night  before,  he  at  length  found  the  lay  where  Inglehnrdt  had 
established  his  rendezvous,  and  on  the  edge  of  which,  where 
the  Trailer  had  held  Travis  in  durance  vile.  He  saw  that  some 
H3e8  had  been  made  of  the  place.  He  noted  where  the  steeds 
of  the  fugitives  had  been  fastened.  He  followed  the  course 
which  they  had  been  conducted  when  finally  carried  off,  imtil 
he  reached  the  creek,  and  under  the  fringy  willows  along  its 
margin,  discovered  where  the  dugout  had  been  run  up,  with  her 
nose  stuck  lightly  into  the  pliant  ooze  of  the  swamp.  He  iden- 
tified the  impression  as  the  same  with  that  made  by  the  dugout 
at  Holly-Dale.  He  had  thus  gained  one  step.  He  did  not  lose 
it.  He  now  noted  all  the  impressions  of  the  miry  tract  about 
him.  He  found  where  the  horses  had  been  led  down  to  the 
spot  where  the  creek  enters  the  river,  and  into  the  river  when 
made  to  swim  or  wade  across  beside  the  boat.  He  examined 
especially  the  tracks  of  the  horses.  Each  one  was  found  to  have 
some  distinguishing  mark  by  which  it  could  be  tracked  hereafter. 
In  one  in  particular,  a  fragment  of  the  shoe  was  gone.  In  an- 
other, the  rivet  was  awkwardly  curled  and  obtrusive ;  in  a  third, 
a  nail  was  wanting.  He  so  studied  eacli  that  recognition  would 
instantly  follow  his  encounter  with  them  on  any  future  occasion. 

20» 
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He  found  the  tracks  of  iDglebardt  and  the  negro  boy  Juliufe, 
and  there  were  the  huge  feet,  broad  as  an  elephant's,  of  DevQ 
Dick,  and  there  were  the  long  narrow  footmarks  of  the  Trailer. 

"  Got  'em  all  here  .  — all  here !"  said  the  soliloquizing  scout, 
with  a  chuckle  of  salisfaction.  "  If  I  could  only  keep  'em  now ! 
They've  crossed  !  that's  dear — for  they  couldn't  be  taking  the 
nags  down  stream  nor  up.  TbisyVe  crossed !  And  good  reason 
for  it  too — good  reason.  This  side  the  river  was  too  hot  for  'em. 
Well,  they've  crossed.  But  do  they  stick  there!  That's  the 
question — question.  I  must  nose  'em  out  before  I  walk  into 
their  camp — nose  'em  out  I  Must  wait  till  dark — dark;  then 
swim  across — swim  —  put  in  a  leetle  above — then  snake  down 
upon  'cm — snake  down  ftrom  above.  I  see  just  where  to  put* 
in — just ;  the  old  ford  will  answer.  But  shall  I  want  my  horse t 
I  reckon.  They'll  put  out,  arid  I  must  after  'em.  Yes,  must 
have  the  horse.  So !  well  see  if  nobody's  found  the  old  fellow 
out  in  his  hiding-place.  Found  him  out.  We'll  take  the  ford, 
hide  the  critter  above,  snake  down  and  nose  'em  out.  Got  their 
measure — all.  Devil  Dick's  foot,  Inglehardt's, -Trailer's,  nig- 
ger's. Must  see  I  don't  find  'em  too  sudden.  Pour  to  one — 
four.  But  I  can  snake  'em.  It*8  only  a  fool  nigger  that  grunts 
as  he  goes — hog  fashion — grunts  as  he  goes.  The  dog  that 
hunts  the  deer  has  a  reason  for  giving  tongue :  but  where  its 
wolf  or  tiger,  set  the  teeth  down,  fast  as  a  trap,  even  if  you  bite 
off  the  tongue.  Snake  down,  and  nose  close ;  nose  close  and 
snake  down.  Got  the  measure  of  every  rascal's  foot  in  all  the 
gang — every  rascal's  foot." 

We  suppose  that  everybody  can  gather  Ballon 's  policy  iroui 
his  soliloquy.  He  resolved  upon  his  course,  while  gazing  from 
close  cpvei-t,  a  little  before  sunset,  across  the  Edisto  to  the 
point  opposite  the  mouth  of  Four-Mile  Branch.  He  noted  with 
understanding  eye,  every  detail  which  might  possibly  affect  hia 
future  operations. 

"They've  struck  inside  that  bank  t'other  side.  They've 
pushed  for  the  close  thicket  behind  it.  There's  a  great  dead 
cypress  just  over  it,  with  one  big  arm  p'inting  out  down  the 
river.  I  must  look  out  for  that  cypress.  It  stands  just  over  a 
mighty  big  laurel,  and  I  reckon  its  sandy  and  swampy  about. 
aO  hammccky.     Qooi  fbr  snaking." 
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A  couple  of  bpurg  enabled  him  to  find  hit  bone  ia  tbe  thicket 
where  he  had  hidden  him,  and  afforded  him  tbe  darkness  requi- 
site for  bis  safe  progress  a<tro8s  the  river.  Fastening  bis  horse 
Ia  tbe  swamp  over  a  mile  above  the  plaee  of  supposed  harbor- 
age of  the  fugitives  and  their  eapiives»  Ballon  proceeded  to 
*^  snake  down"  npon  their  camp. 

His  calcnlatioiiS  bad  proved  correct  in  most  particulars^  He 
found  his  dead  cypress,  bis  living  laurel,  his  banunockj  harbor- 
ing places,  and  tbe  spot  where  the  horses  had  been  landed. 
But  the  birds  bad  flown.  Tbeir  nests  were  all  warm -^ the 
trail  was  fresh  —  "hot"  as  Balloa  phrased  it -^ but  they  them- 
selves bad  disappeared.  BaUou  slept  that  night  in  the  camp 
which  they  had  deserted.  The  further  pursuit  of  his  game  re- 
quired daylight. 

With  the  dawn  he  was  at  work  on  bands  and  knees,  identify- 
ing the  tracks  •£  tbe  fugidves.  He  found  tbem  aU ;  iouud  the 
traces  of  two  boats  upon  tbe  bade  instead  of  one,  and  traced 
tlie  course  of  tbe  horses  for  a  hundred  yards  up  the  river.  He 
then  began  to  reason  out  tbe  logical  issues  &om  bis  fa«ts. 

A  good  scout  is  a  good  logician.  His  premises  found,  he  will 
work  out  the  results  in  a  manner  to  put  to  shame  half  the  law- 
yers in  tbe  land*    ]3allou  said  :— 

"  Now,  wo  bav^  *em  again,  certain.  If  we  can  only  fcc^p 
'em  now.  What  waa  they  to  do  1  Here  was  Willie  Sinclair 
dashing  dawn  with  a  smart  troop  upon  Orangeburg ;  another 
party  up  at  Holly-Dale :  there  was  no  8a£ety  up  or  down  for  a 
matter  of  five  miles.  A  party  of  four  can't  stop  lougv  with  an 
inimy's  troop  each  side  of  'em.  They've  dropped  below,  most 
of  'em,  in  the  canoesi  and  gone  down  firom  ten  to  twenty  miles. 
They've  made  a  fetch  round  Orangeburg  with  die  horses,  and 
I  reckon  two  men's  carried*  them  routed,  and  two  have  gone 
down  with  the  prisoners..  They've  just  gone  fur  enough  to  be 
out  of  reach  from  a  dash,  and  not  loo  fur  for  the  meaihat  have 
the  horses  to  get  to  them  by  daylight.  That's  not  mora  than 
ten  miles  I  reckon.  Then  they've  landed  on  this  side;  foi-  you 
see,  they  won't  want  to  be  cros»ng  the  horses  to  t'other  side; 
there's  no  sense  in  taking  such  useless  trouble;  and  then,  if» 
natural  sense  and  reason  that  Inglehardt  will  be  for  keepii^  this 
sida»  wheve  b^  cim  soonest  makft  Orangeburg^  and  be  aii^Mt  out 
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of  the  waj  of  GouUer,  ten  miles  below.  They  could  drop  down 
there  in  three  hotcrft  easy.  They've  made  their  calculations. 
I  reckon  thej  oat  loose  three  hours  befbre  daylight.  They  Ve 
got  a  day's  start  of  me.  Well  f  It's  to  be  done.  I  must  fol- 
low the  horses^  for  a  boat  leaves  so  narrow  a  trafl  on  the  water 
that  it's  mighty  hard  to  find  it  in  hot  weather— ••  in  hot  weather." 

And  he  took  (iie  tnck  of  the  horses. 

*'  Ixurd,"  said  he,  as  he  noted  the  course  thus  pursued  by  tho 
f^igitives,  and  how  nigh  it  had  taken  them  to  Orangeburg — 
"  Lord !  if  Willie  Sinclair  had  only  knowd  what  I  know  !  How 
he  <U>uld  ha'  gobbled  *em  up  —*  every  mother's  son  of  'cm.  Only 
half  a  mile  from  the  village,  sneaking  round,  just,  I  reckon, 
when  he  was  a  gutting  it !  Oh  !  the  blindness  of  these  dragoon 
soldiers.  They're  fit  for  nothing  but  a  charge — nothing  but  a 
chnrpTP." 

And,  soliloquizing  at  every  half  turn,  our  scout  stole  forward 
through  swamp  and  tiiicket,  never  once  losing  the  trail  upon 
which  he  had  fastened,  until  it  led  him  into  the  deepest  swamps 
of  the  river  about  ten  miles  below  the  village.  As  soon  as  he 
fbund  the  tvaal  taming  certainly  down  to  the  river,  he  sought 
out  a  eibse  thicket  and  haiibored  his  horse  securely.  The  rest 
of  his  scrutiny  in  the  precinct  required  to  be  pursued  on  fbot. 
He  had  not  once  lost  the  trail.  It  led  him  to  the  river's  edge^ 
He  saw  where  the  two  boats  had  left  the  measure  of  their 
prows  upon  the  hanks.  He  noted  once  more  the  footsteps  of 
the  party.  But  the  camp  was  again  deserted.  The  fugitives 
were  vigilapit  He  followed  their  progress  upward  to  the  high- 
land— saw  wheire  ^tej  had  passed  into  the  main  road — one 
of  the  avenues  from  Oharieston  to  the  v^lage — and  Wher« 
they  were  lost,  utterly  indiatingdrshable  fipem  live  thousand 
tracks  of  horse,  and  note,  and  cat^e,  man  and  beast,  which 
makes  of  the  route  through  a  light  soil  in  the  pney  regfons,  a 
mere  sinueua  stripe  of  sand,  im  which  one  hnpression  with  the 
help  of  the  breeze  rapidly  efifiaces  another.  Inglehaidt  and  his 
party  were  no  doubt  somewhere  abroad  in  the  world  of  space 
and  swamp  and  foreat,  but  where  I  Our  scout  no  d)oubt  sura-^ 
moned  up  the  echoes  to  his  soliloquy,  but  he  did  not  k>ok  to 
them  lor  fatf  response.    He  had  once  more  to  look  to  his  kgie. 

MewatRhib*  lit  us  look  bock,  and  endoavor  to  supply  ibt  i» 
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t«fli  Whteh  «ttt  fl06ul»  wkh  idl  hi»  sA^city^  omM  not  iltoge€h«r 
ftn§f  fttt  his  emjeitttret  wkh  regard  to  tbe  pr6gres0  of  tlie  fth 
gidvM.  When  Ingl^luudt  miA  his  patty  wer«  all  sftftlj  lAiideA 
«Mi  t^e  oppofiite  iide  of  the  itver  th«  lugbt  wh^n  tfaef  word  M 
eloielf  pressed  by  Siochur's  fooats,  he  At  oaoe  ealled  his  eom- 
pimfotts  into  con^lttttion*  The  resnh  «f  this  OomrersatioD*  was 
t«p«t  thdr  oapti^es  into  tbdr  twe  boats  *— one  ba^g  been 
fintkA  oti  the  oppcfsite  shore.  The  ftither  and  son,  equally  i^- 
ttoraxit  of  eaeh  other's  condation  were  «till  kepi  apart^  and  phte^d 
IM  Mparate  vessels.  I&  one  of  these  Ingleiiardt  bestowed  him- 
self; the  other  was  confided  to  Dick  of  To]^et«  To  <he  Trailer 
and  J«lhts,the  negiOtwere  aUotted  the  tsisk  of  bringtkrig  dewn 
dre  h<itses.  Armed  eaeh  with  a  padklle,  laglehaivlt  and  Diek 
cet  their  iddffil  in  medoxi.  Tbe  labor  was  stimll»  the  paddle 
being  nsed  vather  to  grade  than  to  work  the  ressels,  the  etirreiit 
propeUifeig  tfaeta  downward  at  an  average  rate  of  fonr  miles  an 
hour*  They  reached  a  point  agreed  on,  some  tinfte  b^ore  the 
Treiler  and  liis  horses,  landed  themselves  and  th^  captives, 
the  latter  still  kept  separate,  and  soffsred  the  boats  to  make 
their  farther  way  down  stream  as  they  might  They  housed 
themselvos  in  a  thioket,  laid  their  captives  in  silence  under  sep- 
arate trees,  and  stretched  themselves  ont  for  rest  if  not  fbi 
slumber.  It  was  an  boar  after  daylight  before  the  Trailer 
made  his  appearance,  with  Jalins  and  the  horses. 

It  was  with  a  stobborn  silence,  and  the  neble  fortitude  of  a 
soldier,  not  unprepared  for  revtt'ses,  tihat  Captain  Travis  bore 
up  under  hia  captivity,  and"  during  the  long  period  of  humilia- 
tion, when,  no  longer  a  free  agent  in  any  respeot,  k^t  in  com- 
plete ignorance  of  any  of  the  fhcts  in  his  eonikion  ex«ept  his 
captivity,  and  capable  of  only  imperfect  conjectures  as  to  his 
whereabouts«-he  was  treated  more  like  a  bale  of  luggage  than 
a  human  and  intelligent  being — lifted  from  boat  to  shore,  from 
shore  to  boat,  from  boat  to  shore  again^  and  tumbled  eardessly 
from  slalwaifi  shoulders  upon  the  ground  to  brood  in  silence 
upon  his  paialbl  situatiant  his  limbs  all  stiffaa^d  and  sore  from 
resttaiati  sad  his  iesh  irritated  with  die  «ofds  that  threatened 
to  cut  into  it  His  pride  suffered  him  to  ofer  no  remonstrance. 
His  knowledge  of  his  captors  taught  him  tbnt  it  would  be  idle. 
Ha  had  bat  to  endure  with  all  the  philosophy  and  fortitude 
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within  hia  cotnoMnd.  He  was  Bnatainod  hy  tbe  oooviotfoa 
which  he  felt,  that,  though  he  faimaelf  was  a  loser  in  the  gasMs 
his  enemy  was  yet  foiled  in  his  attempts  upon  his  daugfaterj 
Bntledge,  and  Willie  Sinclair.  He  exulted,  in  his  honds,  at  the 
idea  that  Inglehardt  had  es  «^rieBced  a  mortifying  d^eat,  with 
the  loss  of  nearly  all  his  troop.  This  conirietion  could  not  be 
a  mistaken  one.  Tbe  stealthy  pn^itees  of  his  captor,  his  iaola^ 
tion,  want  of  meam  and  followers,  all  led  him  to  tbe  tine  eon- 
elusion.  So  far*  he  was  consoled ;  nay,  held  himself  a  gainer 
by  the  result,  though  he  had  lost  his  own  point  in  tbe  gamOb 
He  did  not  yet  know  all  i 

The  boy  too,  Henry  TraTis,  was  sustained  beyond  his 
strength  and  years,  by  the  consciousness  of  the  first  develop- 
ment of  his  powers ;  hy  the  pride  of  his  ineipient  mannishness ; 
by  a  resolute  determina^on  not  to  suiev  his  enemies  to  diseem 
that  his  young  heart  was  sore,  and  his  young  soul  apprehensiTe. 
He  ta^ed  his  thought  momently  to  teach  him  how  to  endure 
bravely,  and  to  defy  his  captors  to  the  last.  He  was  reserved 
to  play  the  soldier  in  the  captive. 

But  he  felt  his  constraint  in  pain.  His  bonds  hurt  his  limbs; 
his  position  fevered  him ;  hb  sinews  were  not  yet  harc^ned  for 
eoduranee,  aud  his  heart  suffered  in  sympathy  with  his  body. 
It  i^uired  all  his  ambitious  thoughts  and  coumge  «to  keep  him 
from  the  displays  of  weakness  which  he  Mi;  and  when  he 
happened  to  think  of  his  motkor,  and  her  grief  and  apprehen- 
sion, the  tears  rose  into  his  eyes;  his  heart  filled ;  ho  fe^t  like 
choking  with  his  sobs!  Buthe.cho'kedthem  down.  He  would 
not  have  his  enemy  exult  in  his  sufferings.  He  strove  to  think 
of  WilUe  Sinclair  and  his  hardihood,  and  his  teachings ;  of  his 
daring  valor;  the  sweep  of  his  great  broadsword;  and  thai 
fierce  ci^  of  exulting  rage  with  whidi  he  led  the  charge  againt4 
the  enemy,  the  first  that  the  boy  had  eveor  wttnesaed;  and  bis 
young  soul  beat  and  bounded  with  the  thought:*^ 

'*0h!  if  Willie  Sinclair  would  but  eomel"  But  this  sooti 
subsided  to  another  that  brought  back  aUilifl^w1aldal«te^^ 

**  My  poor  molber  4  She  dees  not.'kuow  what  hae,  happened 
to  me.  She  will  think  they  have  killed  me*  My  poor,  poo*^ 
mother!" 

He  as  little  dreamed  of  his  father's  condition,  so  near  him. 
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fettered  like  hhnmlf^  as  the  father  dreamed  of  bis !  And  their 
strength  to  endnre  was  in  part  due  to  their  mutual  ignorance. 

And  both  slept  in  the  brief  hour  that  they  lay  beneath  the 
trees  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  while  laglehardt  waited  for  the 
appearance  of  tl^  Trailer  with  the  horses.  They  slept  from 
exhaustion*  For  that  brief  interval  they  forgot  their  pain  and 
d^vthrity.  Their  instincts  never  once  taught  them»  that,  not 
twenty  feet  apart,  they  lay  opposite  to  each  other. 

Their  captoiu  were  the  first  to  awaken.  It  is  possible  that 
they  had  not  slept  at  all.  They  were  bustling  about  when 
Travis  first  opened  his  eje^  He  saw  Inglehardt  coming  up 
from  the  river  where  he  had  been  bathing;  he  was  only  half 
dressed,  and  was  rubbing  head  and  &oe  with  a  towel.  Dick 
of  Tophet  was  counting  bullets  from  one  hand  to  the  other. 
They-  chatted  together  at  a  short  distaaee  from  their  captives. 

Seeing  but  tliese,  Oaptain  Travis  closed  his  eyes  again  as  if 
to  shut  out  a  disagreeable  prospect  But  he  seen  reopened 
them  cm  hearing  a  wild  cry  from  the  ^t  of  the  great  red  oak 
in  front  of  him.  He  had  raised  his  head  to  leok  around  him* 
At  that  moment  Henry  Travis  opened  his  eyes  and  gazed  about 
the  scene  confusedly.  His  sense  seemed  to  take  in  his  situation 
slowly.  He  stared  at  his  father  with  bewildering  sensations, 
closed  his  eyes  again,  again  opened  them-^ihen,  as  if  he  had 
finally  grasped  the  frtot  faii4y,  he  cried  out  in  a  voioe  of  anguish, 

'»Oh !  fadiOT,  hav<e  tbey  got  you  too  V* 

The  frither  ag«in  raised  his  head,  and  made  a  desperate  effort 
to  raise  Umself  up,  writhed  violently  in  his  bonds,  and  sunk 
back.    He  could  only  murmur — 

**  My  son !  my  son  [  Oh !  God  be  merciftil !  Ky  sen !  my 
sonP' 

The  son  again  spoke  7 — 

"  Father !  are  you  tied  like  me  ?" 

The  person  addressed  writhed  tMaee  more  in  kis  bonds,  making 
a  powerfril  effort  to  free  his  arms. 

'*  'Twon't  do,  cappin,**  said  Dick  of  Tophet,  jeeringly,  as  he 

drew  nigh,  **  'twon't  do.    The  bitch  is  too  good  Mid  the  line 

too  strong,  for  a  small  man.      Ef  you  was  a  young  Samson 

'now,  you  might  work  through  it;  but  you  ain't  what  you  was 

twenty  years  ago,  and  I  reckon  you  never  was  much  in  hefY  and 


47B  THE  PCMUTBHI. 

Sinew.    Better  take  k  eaatiy,  for  a  plongh^liae  it  mighty  cut* 
ting  ef  7o«  works  muck  agin  it" 

*"  ViUatn,  whj  d^  you  tie  that  ekikLT  was  Ae  binri  laitker 
tkan  the  speech  of  the  lather. 

*«ChiMr'  Mud  Daok;  ''he's  a  hlasled  fcr^wd  one,  if  he's  a 
child ;  and  leetle  eockapanaw  at  ha  ii^  I  reekon  ha  tawMed 
more  than  oae  good  lollow*  wtik  hb  d.*  i  ■  ■  '^  littia  ahootiiig'^Beiii 
jesterdaj.  Child  1  Blast  my  dajUghts,  of  ho  didaH  ooiM 
mighty  nigh  to  knocking  dayUght  out  ol  my  wwn  eyas  iatirely 
yeafcarday." 

"  And  if  he  had,  'twould  ha^e  saved  tba  rope  a  bnvden  aad  a 
task  hereafter.    But  wbera's  yo«r  master  ^*  wbare'a  Ingldkardt  t 
-H-*pat  him  before  ma^  that  I  may  apeak  to  bis  base  soul  tanah 
ing  the  cruel  usage  of  that  boy.*' 

*'€k>od  moraiiigt  Onftain  Travis^"  said  Ipgiohwpdt  in  hit 
quieteat  aad  mildest  toMos,  now  emargiag  firom  the  Taar«-«^  I 
am  glad  to  saa  yea  looking  so  bright  this  morning,  after  yomr 
iatiguea  of  the  night  and  the  day  before..  When  I  raflaci  thai 
yoa  have,  had  nothiag  to  aat  siaoa  yestavday  at  bcaakftmt,  and 
have  been  aver  siaoe  in  rather  a  oonstrained  positiaA,  it  ia  woai» 
derfitl  to  me  how  elasftio  yan  appear.  Exenae  me  thai  the 
neeesflities  of  the  serrice  have  not  suffered  met  to  provide  Aa 
neoessary  eaeataffa  eomforta.  Baft  yaa  wiU  isrgtve  ma  wha» 
you  l^am  that  I  need  them  quite  as  maoh  as  yoAvastf.  Hovn 
ever,  we  shall  shortly  have  a  little  breakfaat*  and  that  wfli  pot 
ns  in  hatter  oonditiaa  for  travel  Tbat  yon  have  nal  aofined 
relieves  me  greatly.  It  is  pavfectly  da%htiM  to  aae  how  Arash 
you  are  this  morning!" 

*«  Inglahardt,"  said  Travis,  with,  hoarse  and  ebpkiag  aeaenta 
— **  toe  are  enemies,  that  I  understand ;  J  am  in  your  power. 
For  myself,  I  have  no  plea  to  make,  aa  prayer  ta  offsr^  Vut 
why  have  you  made  a  prisoner  of  that  bay ^<-^  that  io9i%m  ^tnii 
— ^torn  him  fro«i  bis  motber'^iDaped  bia  little  Umb«t  Uk^  « 
felon?" 

'*  Child !  Bather  a  stout  ehild,  Travis,  and  ahoota  a  piatol 
like  a  baoaaaeer.  You  disparage  the  son  of  yoiMr  loi«a<**«-yoav 
first-bom  I" 

''He  is  a  ehild *-^ but  fifteea!    Belaasa  klin»  logl^ardt—  * 
let  him  go  to  his  mother.    Aa  a  ama  yen  shaald  fad  ahaai^ 
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Mkiy  m  anb^ectiiig  hitn  to  8«ch  tiNMittiiMit.  Of  what  use  keep 
liim.  I  pledge  nyielf  that  ho  wtiD  retsni  qtiietly  to  liis  mother. 
For  myiuM,  I  tek  notbhig.    i  rabnit  ie  my  flate/' 

''It  is  verily  a  good  Bpirit-^-^tbAt  of  Tesignatteii>  and  tbe 
nore  jon  exercise  it,  Traris,  tlie  better.  Yon  are  in  a  bad 
way.  Ton  pliiyiod  bravely,  feadieBBly»  and  with  excellent  skill. 
You  iiave  lost,  and  the  stakes  ace  forMted.  Your  life  was  on 
the  gatte,  Travis!" 

""Me  DWtter  about  my  life !  llie  boy !  tba  boy !  He  has 
played  no  stiek  game.  He  bas  inenrred  no  raoh  peoahiee. 
Itelease  bin — send  bim  home.  It  is  the  shame  ef  manhood 
that  his  tender  limbs  are  thas  eorded." 

*'Toa  Bii«tahe,  Traviii.  He,  «oo,  has  had  bis  -game ->- has 
probably  the  \i§e  of  one  or  more  me«i  to  answer  for.  HfM 
stakes  are  also  forfeit ;  but  theee  do  not  involve  his  Ufe.  He 
nott  «nd«ffgo  the  fale  of  att  prisoners— inust  wait  etdiange. 
Bat,  fintiier,  he  is  no  pnsoaer  of  mine.  Mr.  Andrews,  ^re,  is 
his  captor." 

**P»liaw!  Yea  do  not  awan  to  impost  npon  me  the  silly 
idea  tiiat  the  private  of  a  troop  ezetotees  a  discretion  oft  suoh  a 
aalijeel  iudepeadeotly  of  his  euperior  V* 

"  Yon  may  brieve  what  ytya  please.  It  is  eaongh  lo  repeat 
tbad  Mr.  Andrews  is  not.  in  tny  troop,  and  eleereises  his  own 
discretion  in  his  adveatares.  Ks  aeoooAability  is  elsewhere, 
llie  bay  is  his  prisoner/' 

'^  Ayi  but  yoQ  can  move  liim,  Inglehardt«  to  do  y&nr  pieasare 
rather  than  his  own." 

**  Hinaph )  perhape ;  bat  I  see  not  that  die  claims  vf  Captain 
Travis,  or  any  of  his  ^famAy,  are  saffieiently  stnong  to  make  it 
my  pieasiim  to  gratify  their  wisltesJ' 

•'  Good  God  I  Inglebardt,"  said  tba  other,  aow  beglnfting  to 
cmoprehend  bis  enemy,  ^  can  it  be  that  yoa  look  to  the  deten- 
tion of  that  ohyd  as  one  of  tlie  means  by  which  to  gratify  yoor 
pwrposes?" 

•'  Oh !  my  dear  Captain  Travis,  my  purposes  are  all  very 
iwMHsent.  I  tmst  to  make  it  equally  your  pleasure  and  policy 
to  see  that  they  are  gratified." 

"  Gveat  God  !  have  I  lived  for  this  ?    My  boy  !  my  boy  T 
'  Saeh  was  lite  •e^olatioti,  hoarse  and  convuMve,  of  ^e  Ai 
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tl}er»  &8,  Iiidf-i  :awling  and  balf-roUing^  both  anas  luid  legs  bdbg 
tiglit]^  corded,  the  boy  scrambled  over  the  space  that  separated 
the  two,  and  flinig  himself  moaning  into  his  fniher^s  lap.  No 
clasp— no  embrace— no  caresses,  awaited  him.  The  limbs  of 
Travis  were  as  tightly  fettered  as  his  orwn ;  but  he  8to<^ed 
over,  and  pressed  his  lips  npon  the  cheeks  and  forehead  of  the 
boy,  then  barst  .into  a  sobbing  conmltton*  The  hard  man  was 
terribly  softened.  Dick  of  Tophet  looked  inquixiagly  at  Ingle- 
hardt.  The  latter  smiled  faintly  and  turned  away»  walking 
silently  out  toward  the  high  ground.  The  ruffian  followed  him, 
afker  a  brief  pause,  with  hunied  steps,  and  tlie  two  conferred 
together  out  of  hearing  of  the  captives* 

"I  say,  cappin,"  began  Joel  Andrews— «' I  reckon  there's 
no  use  in  keeping  the  boy,  since  you've  got  the  father.  He's 
only  a  trouble,  imd  always  in  the  way." 

'*  £h )  what  ?  No  use  I  My  good  feUow,  you  have  mo  idea 
of  the  uses  of  useless  things.    We'll  make  him  very  usefbL' 

"  I  don't  see  how,  cappin." 

"  Eh  I  you  don't  ?  You  will  open  your  eyes  to  a  discovery 
then  before  very  long.  Why^  man,  don't  you  already  eee  how 
the  father  softens  ?  Before  he  saw  the  boy  he  was  stiibbeai 
as  a  rook :  now  he  melts  and  iows  like  maniag  water.*' 

"  But  what's  the  use  of  his  melting  to  us  )  We've  got  Urn. 
and  kin  always  manage  to  make  his  rook  melt — " 

**  Ay,  so  long  as  we  keep  the  sou.  Enough»  Dkk ;  yoa  seen 
wonderfully  disposed  to  melt  yourself.  But  we  can't  afferd  it, 
Dick.  We  must  keep  all  our  captives,  big  and  little.  Tbey 
are  so  much  oapital  far  both  of  us.  It'll  make  the  boy  strong 
and  hardy  to  give  him  a  little  traimng  as  a  prisoner;  and  joa 
see  he  wishes  to  be  a  sc^ldier.  No  school  like  adversity  for 
that,  Dick.  As  for  the  fsAher— >d-'-^n  lura|«-^the>iDdting  pro- 
cess must  b^iu  now  or  never.  We  can  not  manage  him  ebe« 
I  tell  you,  we  must  coin  his  heart  up,  drop  by  drop -^  all  the 
blood  in  it — .ill  we  bring  him  to  a  sensible  condition.  Tkroufpk 
that  boy  we  subdue  him.  His  ransom  wQl'pay  you  w^;  the 
Other's  will  pay  me.  You  shall  know  hereafter  how  we  shaU 
manage  it." 

Dick  of  Tophet  still  looked  inquiringly,  but  his  superior 
seemed  nowise  disposed  to  continue  the  subject    It  was  nftt 
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often  that  iBglehardt  permitted  himaelf  to  sweaar,  and  the  fact 
of  hiabaviiigdone  8o,0triick  theniffiiuainth  BPinestirpnae.  He 
eoald  now  pereeiFO  that  there  Wrore  mixed  motives  and  emotions 
at  wozk  prompting  Inglehardt  to  measures,  in  respect  to  the 
two  captivest  for  which  he  could  not  definitely  account,  Dick 
of  Tophet  turned  back  to  the  prisoners,  between  whom,  mean- 
while, a  long  and  touching  oonvei»ation  had  taken  place,  which 
the  approaoiief  the  rnffian  interrupted.  But  he,  appearing  to 
see  this,  continued  his  walk,  to  the  river,  and  the  two  resumed 
their  speech.  The  boj  bad  -  given  his  father  a  full  account,  as 
far  as  he  had  arrived  at  the  particulars,  of  all  thai  had  taken 
place  at  Holly-Dale.  Thevye  was  much  that  he  did  not  know, 
but  he  could  speak  positively  of  the  general  result  of  the  affair. 
Old  Travis  was  confirmed  in  hia  belief  that  Inglehardthad  been 
defeated,  and  that  £utledge  an^  Sinclair  had  not  only  escaped 
the  snare,  but  had  turned  the  petard  of  the  tory^aptain  upon 
himself. 

"  And,  oh !  father,  if  you  could  have  seen  how  we  mado  'em 
skip.  Tou  should  have  seea  our  charge  I  How  we  came 
down  upon  'em,  and  scattered  them  every  way !  They've  got 
«s,  it's  true,  but  that's  all!  I  don't  think  that  Inglehardt's 
get  half  a  dozen  men  left.  The  diagocnu  of  Willie  Sinclair 
ent  'em  down,  right  ^d  left,  just  as  the  hurfioaae  throws  the 
trees." 

"  Oh  I  my  son,  you  forget  that  Inglehardt  has  a  full  corps  of 
mounted-riflemen  now  in  Bawdon's  army.  They'll  be  down 
before  long,  and  then  he'll  be  stronger  than  ever.*' 

**  But  they'll  have  to  exchange  us,  father.  Willie  Sinclair 
will  see  to  that.  He's  got  enough  of  the  tories  in  his  hands  to 
exchange  for  us  a  dozen  times  over." 

Travia  shook  his  head  despondingly*  He  saw  what  the  boy 
could  not  He  rightly  oovjeotured  the  policy  of  the  tory-cap- 
tain,  and  was  about  to  deliver  it,  when  he  reflected  that  it 
would  only  serve  unnecessarily  to  diaheai*ten  the  child,  and 
add  the  anxieties  of  a  new  doubt  to  a  condition  already  suffi- 
ciently depressing.  The  tearfal  eyes  of  the  boy  looking  up 
into  his  own,  the  tremulous  eagerness  of  his  lip,  the  soft,  girl- 
ish delicacy  of  his  cheek,  its  peachy  hue — all  expressive  of  in- 
nocence and  gentleness,  such  as  we  seek  to  protect  from  harsh 
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eneoimter  nod  bking  htMIb— mirife  *<ft  t^&tir  «mM  to  \ 
find  ^iicocifsg6  Mtb^  tMHi  wj^fete  vit  iK^ds  wmI  te  mm  ^-^ 

«<Te«,  Henry,  there  cM  be  116  ^HedliMi  b«t  UHrt  Wffie  8nh 
elair  wiH  «ooii  relieve  tis.  Bat  yett  must  now  take  jenr  real 
lemons  M  ft  soldier.  Ten  niBBt  elrpeet  some  triids  of  jovr 
strength  and  eonntge.  Be  of  good  cheer,  and  do  not  safier  any- 
thing yoa  aee  or  hear  to  alarm  yon.  We  ate  ia  tongh  hands, 
and  it  is  one  ef  the  arts  of  sooh  people  to  oreroome  ^e  flonls  of 
their  eaptiTea-— iheir  ptinciplea^-^throogh  their  Ihara.  Ke^ 
a  stont  heart,  and  beaa^  manftiHy  yoitir  troubles." 

**0h !  father,  if  you  had  aeen  me  -^hen  w«  made  die  rash  en 
them  MIowB !  Why,  when  I  heatid  the  bngle  sonted,  and  Ae 
ery  of  oar  lientenant  to  ^avge,  I  had  no  more  fbar — I  thoagfat 
only  how  to  get  a-head  of  the  refl^** 

**  Ah !  my  Im><i,  it  is  easier  to  Au$e  an  enemy,  with  the  bogles 
blowing  in  one's  ears  than  to  endare  bonds.  The  ehai^  warms 
the  blood,  but  cords  and  chains  chill  and  enfeeble  it" 

'^Tesy  indeed!  Oht  my  father.  I  never  felt  how  sweet 
ft'teedom  was,  till  these  cords  were  on  my  wrists  and  legs  !*• 

The  approaching  tramp  of  horses  silenced  tlie  conversation. 
Anon,  Dick  of  Topbet  was  se^n  upeeding  up  Jrom  the  riwr. 
He  joined  Inglelbarek  on  ^e  higher  kmd,  where  he  Was  awak- 
ing the  Trailer  and  Jalttis  who  ^ooh  apjMaired  thronJijh  the  trees 
bringing  tlie  horses.  He  brought  a  basket  of  provisions,  baked 
biscuit  at  eorn,  the  ^ngment  of  a  hoMed  haib,  and  half-a-dosen 
eggs,  boiled  hard,  with  a  morsel  of  salt  hi  a  paper.  These  he 
had  picked  up  somewhere  on  the  route,  at  *die  hoase  of  some 
friendly  tory.  It  h  jast  probable  that  the  p^g  may  have  been 
stolen  from  the  cupboard  of  some  doubtftil  patriot. 

It  was  no  intention  of  tnglehardt  to  starve  hh  eapi^v^  A 
portion  «f  the  breakfast  waft  assigned  them,  sEud  the  eevA  were 
tidten  horn  their  hands  while  they  ate. 

**  Bat,  Heniy,"  aaid  the  father,  seeing  the  boy  dlsinclitied, 
**  a  g«ood  stomach  is  necessary  to  a  eaptfve.  £at !  yon  wM  need 
all  your  strength." 

And  he  set  the  boy  an  example  of  good  treneier  aeriieft. 
While  they  ate,  Julius,  the  negro-boy,  stood  wactehing  them 
from  a  littie  distance.  The  runaway  fblt  some  twinges  ef  con- 
science at  belioldSng  them.    They  both  sair  hha,  h«tt  an  ff  h^ 


THE  SCOUT — TUB  FUfilYIVHS — THK  TKAIL.  477 

tack  usid^mUaaAia^  tliey  made  no  remark.  Wlieii  ilia  lepast 
was  over,  and  the  heirsas  made  ready  for  a  Dev  start^^Bic^o/ 
Tophet  said,  with  an  air  of  vuffianly  indifEereince  :*^ 

**  I  reckon,  caj^n,  we  needn't  eord  up  the  priaoners,  ef  so 
be  they'll  only  give  their  word  olho^er,  that  they  won't  try  te 
git  off." 

But  Inglehardt  preferred  the  eecniily  of  oorda  to  words.  JSe 
did  not,  boweTer,^aiawer  t^aiig|pe»liien  w  the  heairiiif  of  the 
captives.  There  was  a  feeling  of  shame,  perhaps,  tkaA  made 
lum  silent.    Apart  ivem  ihemt  ha  replied  ta  Aodvews  >^ 

"  We  must  risk  nothing.  Travis  is  a  dy  reseel.  He  wwi'i 
leel  bound  by  aay  pledges  to  ^»^  Qe'U  argu^  thet  we  ha/re  no 
ri^ht  to  exad  theHi»  Bedidea,  Biek,  we've  got  tp  ipelt  tberoek 
yott  remember.  To  b]*iBg  Travis  to  die  tight  epnditien  of  noAd. 
I  mittt  make  bim  very  fearfaL  I  moet  bsing  him  to  bia  kneed 
through  his  tervora." 

"But  the  boy ~" 
-   "  It  is  only  through  th^  boy  that  we  can  work  upon  the 
fiidier'a  terrors.    He  haa  no  fbara  fev  bunaelf,    We  mxiat  make 
biiB  fearful  for  the  bey.    BememJber  that»  Piek*    Teu  mu«^ 
second  me  in  wakiag  up  hia  feal's^" 

Dkk  of  Tophetr  ruffian  as  he  waa,  waa  a  little  at  a  lose  to 
■ee  hew  thai  waa  to  be  done ;  but  be  waa  not  willing  tbet  bte 
aaperier  abonld  suf^jiese  bim  ^ii^spevienQed  and  igUQrent 

**  Oh  1  very  walk  Only  jest  yoi^  »9^j  whiM^'a  got  to  be  done. 
Tbat'a  all/' 

^'  At  preaentt  we  have  eni^  g^.io  aecnre  tbem  on  heraebaok. 
Mount  thf  m  with  free  legs  and  then  tiia  the  k^  fest;  ivider  tlie 
belly  of  the  horse*    We  eai^  guide  the  bprsea  f(n*  them." 

And  in  tbia  faahien  the  twe  eapUTea  were  mounted*  Travia 
expostulated  in  behatf  of  bis  son ;  pledged  himaelf  tb^  the  boy 
would  not  attempt  e8eape»  but  be  waa  not  liatened  to.  Ingle- 
bardt  rode  o&  a^bead.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  eqpmtsaary  de- 
manded an  interview  with  his  old  associate. 

They  were  gene  from  the  scene*  aa  we  «re  already  aware, 
when,  conducted  by  his  unerring  instincts,  or,  rather,  the  unedP- 
ring  logie  of  tha  scouts  Jiia  Ballon  oaipe  upon  the  ground. 
He  trncked  tbe  party,  a»  we  have  aeen»  up  to  the  point  where 
Aby  peaaed  from  the  wooda  into  the  main  road.    Sere  the 
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tracks  were  all  lost,  in  the  wilderneBs  of  impressioiis,  made  bj 
every  beast  tbat  mns,  upon  the  sandy  ^oroughfare.  Bat  Jna 
Ballou  proceeded  to  work  out  his  tisoal  scoot  logic 

'*  They're  not  going  to  keep  tbis  main  traok«"  he  soiiloqniaed 
in  a  mnrmnr  as  he  looked  about  him.  **  They're  for  hidiBg, 
and  they've  just  crossed  the  road  to  get  into  the  lower  woods. 
Well,  we'll  see,  but  I  reckon  they're  quite  too  old  at  foxiag  to 
go  right  across,  making  but  one  step  fVem  the  old  tradi.  nto  the 
new  one." 

And  our  scout  was  right  His  search  divectiy  across  the  nwd 
yidded  him  mo  discovery. 

**  As  I  thought,"  said  he.  *'  No,  they've  ke^  the  road  a  bit. 
up  or  down*  only  to  break  off  the  eooDectioii.  They've  goa* 
across,  that's  certain,  for  if  that  wasn't  their  plan,  they  needtt't 
ha'  oome  out  of  the  swamp  thicket  to  the  road  at  afi.  Tkey*d 
ha'  just  pushed  on,  up  or  down,  in  the  same  eld  woods*  Yet 
here's  their  track  to  the  very  edge  of  the  road.  Well,  it's  cer- 
tain they've  gone  across,  and  it's  up  or  down.  And  it  only 
needs  keen  sighting  on  t'other  side,  ibr  a  nyitter  of  fifty  yards, 
more  or  less,  to  see  where  they  come  out.  For  they  wmkfas^ 
keep  the  main  track  a  minute  longer  than  aeedAd.** 

80  he  reasoned.  His  own  horee  was  ^still  hidden  m  the 
thicket  He  was  carelbl  not  to  soier  his  owb  trsMks  to  imv 
those  which  he  aought  He  stepped  the  road  caieftJIy  «p  aad 
down  its  lower  margin.  Nothing  escaped  his  eyes,  llieywere 
those  of  one  who  riding  at  a  canter  through  the  woods  wiQ  atop 
his  horse  and  show  ye«  the  traA  of  deer  «r  tarkay  imnsig  the 
leaves,  and  tell  yeu  just  how  many  hewa  have  cispaed  aisMa 
the  animal  made  it  His  resseaiag  was  so  neaily  eartain  tiiaft 
he  had  no  doubts  of  finding  the  traiL  After  a  while*  a  low 
eh«ckle  escaped  him,  and  he  raised  himfldf  erect 

^  Have  'em  again !  1  knowed  it  mMst  be  sac  Asd  now  to 
find  aU  ^e  tracks,  Md  see  if  anv  ef  'em  hs»  brake  off  ham  tka 
party/- 

And  Ibr  thb  tether  abject  he  agaia  addnsaed  himsfilf  to  tifee 
tvalL 

^AB  light  I  alltsgsthia.    Aad  mw  Ibr  tha  t 

He  fbttawed  the  tnek  Ibr  a  hudred  yai^  iato  the 
the«waaif  saMMUhe  teak  hk  way  back 
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his  horse  had  been  fastened.  He  slipped  the  bridle  and  let  the 
animal  graze.  While  the  horse  was  thus  employed,  the  scout 
drew  from  across  his  saddle  a  small  buckskin  sack,  with  two 
pouches,  one  on  either  side.  From  one  of  these  pouches  he 
drew  a  smaller  sack  containing  a  dry  grainy  sort  of  meal  a  few 
hand  Alls  of  which  he  swallowed.  His  food  was  a  simple  meal  of 
maize  and  sugar,  browned  together  over  the  fire,  one  part  sugar 
to  eight  of  meal.  A  draft  ft-om  the  pure  sweet  waters  of  the  Edis- 
to,  swallowed  with  mouth  buried  in  the  running  stream,  which  he 
could  thus  reach  only  by  prostrating  himself  upon  hb  breast 
with  his  hands  grasping  the  roots  of  trees  jutting  from  the  banks 
into  the  water,  satisfied  his  thirst ;  and  our  scout  wa^  ready  to 
pursue  the  trail  which  he  had  found.  But  he  did  not  imme- 
diately set  off.  He  returned  to  the  spot  where  his  steed  had 
been  left  to  grase  and  seated  himself  quietiy  beneath  a  tree  to 
ruminate,  or  sleep.  For  two  hours  he  kept  this  position  seem- 
ing  to  drowse,  and  perhaps  really  drowsing.  At  the  end  of 
thia  time,  qaietly  rising  up,  just  as  if  he  had  arranged  for  two 
lionrs'  sleep,  and  could  will  at  pleasure  the  dvration  of  his  slum- 
bers, he  proceeded  to  bit  the  animal  and  mount.  -  A  few  mo- 
ments after  this  he  was  in  motion,  taking  the  trail  of  Inglehavdf  s 
party,  deep  in  the  forests,  and  pushing  in  a  southeasterly  di- 
rection. We  need  not  follow  him  for  the  present.  Enough  thai 
the  beagle  was  on  the  track,  with  the  scent  keen  aad  warm, 
and  that,  if  any  scout  can  £fiirly  keep  the  trail  of  tbe  tory  and 
hie  eaptives,  Jim  Ballon  is  the  man  to  do  so.  The  great  forests 
aoon  swaUowed  him  and  them  from  sight    ' 
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Vbay  SO0I1  after  ftindair  bad  left  HoUj-Dale — as  toon  after 
at  pottible-^tlie  great  emnbenome  famfly  eaniage  of  Mra 
Traris  wat  got  m  readiness,  and  that  lady  and  Bertba  i»epared 
to  depait  from  tke  well-known  and  fkmiliar  places,  seeking 
tempoxarj  reftige  acrost  the  Santee.  Four  fine  blooded  bajt 
were  harnessed  to  tbe  toath,  wluGh  was  required  to  bear  the 
two  ladies,  the  servant-maid^  and  tbe  one-eyed  drrrer.  Onto. 
Tbe  maine  of  the  old  Boman,  who  never  disttngnisked  hioiself 
as  a  uMp,  bnt  might  reasonably  assert  some  distinctions  for 
bims^,  of  another  sort,  was  yet  hardly  misapplied  in  tke  ease 
of  onr  Oato,  who,  very  certainly  had  been  a  famoot  John  in 
better  days*  He  was  the  cnly  family  negro  whom  Travis,  at  a 
nmms  homo  conld  ehum.  He  had  inherited  Cato  in  right  of  kit 
wife,  and,  as-  an  old  family  negro,  the  fellow  wat  held  to  be 
fkithfnl.  This  was  the  nsnal  charaoleristic  of  the  ekmm.  It 
wat  the  **ifew  negro"«— tbe  African  fresh  firdm  tbe  ooaet,  wkera 
it  was  found  good  poKey  always  to  dattmtt  Oato  was  aot 
simply  faithful.  He  was  sternly  and  bravely  so.  He  wat 
fearless  in  tbe  assertion  of  the  rights  of  his  '*  young  missis,*'  bv 
which  title  he  continued  to  recognise  the  mother  of  Bertha, 
long  after  the  latter  had  entered  her  teens.  To  both,  and  to 
his  master,  Gato  never  hesitated  to  offer  his  opinions,  and  if 
lecessary,  his  rebuke.  As  if  conscious  of  bis  integrity  and  of 
ts  recognition  in  the  family,  he  asserted  his  moral  rights  under 
it,  and  was  just  as  frequently  guardian  and  censor,  in  his  prov- 
ince, as  body-servant  or  carriage-driver. 

Captain  St.  Julien  readily  comprehended  the  character  of 
Cato  in  his  first  conversation  with  him ;  and  a  judicious  under- 
standing between  tbe  parties,  at  the  commencement  of  tke 
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}ouTw£j,  contemplated  all  tbe  possible  dangers  that  might  hap- 
pen along  the  rente.  With  so  many  divisione  of  the  enemy 
approaching  the  very  precincts,  tkrongh  which  the  earaloado 
was  to  pass,  tbej  might  reasonably  apprehend  some  encounters 
with  a  foe  -whom  it  was  their  policy  to  avoid. 

The  auspices  were  seemingly  quite  favorable  when  the  party 
set  fortk.  They  crossed  the  Edisto  at  Shilling's,  and  soon  began 
to  press  downward,  inclining  in  toward  Orangeburg,  until  the 
Caw-caw  swamp  should  be  passed,  when  it  was  the  poHcy  of 
St.  JuHen  to  give  the  village  a  pretty  wide  berth  to  the  right, 
in  order  to  escape  the  danger  of  contact  with  Stewart  and  his 
regiment,  who  were  now  known  to  be  pushing  up  with  all  pos- 
sible speed  to  the  junction  with  Bawdon.  This  danger  once 
passed,  tlie  fiirther  progress  was  to  be  putisued  along  the  road 
fanning  across  the  head  of  ^e  '^  Four-Holes,"  and  intersecting 
one  ef  tbe  two  roads  leading  down  the  country,  paraRel  to  the 
Goorse  of  the  Santee,  until  they  should  be  aMe  to  strike  d\tect 
tor  Nelson^  Ferry.  Once  in  this  road,  which  was  supposed  te 
he  iu  possession  of  Marion's  parties,  the  ptogrens  was  consid 
ared  safe. 

Such  was  the  arrangement.  But  it  was  subject  to  coittin* 
geneies.  When  St.  Julien,  timing  his  movements  to  thof^  of 
tile  Ivmberaome  carriage  of  the 'family*  was  approaching  the 
lowest  of  the  routes  across  the  Caw-caw,  one  of  bis  scouts  rode 
In  aiid  gave  intelligence  of  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy*^ 
horse  on  the  other  side.  It  became  necessary  to  pnrsne,  for 
the  present,  a  route  along  the  upper  margin  cK  the  GawMcaw, 
keeping  that  stream  and  swamp  between  themselves  and  the 
unknown  enemy.  In  sooth,  oar  Kttle  party  had  a  very  narrow 
strait  ^-Almost  as  narrow  as  that  biidge,  Al  Sirtt,  of  the  Mus- 
sulman's, which  conducts  to  heaven— by  whi€li  to  pass  through 
the  eonvei^ing  nrasses  of  tbe  British,  llieie  was  Rawdon 
froth  above,  soured  by  sickness,  irritated  by  tlie  hot  weather, 
vexed  at  the  failure  of  Stewart  to  join  him  at  Chranhy,  and 
altogether  hi  very  bad  temper,  with  the  World  generally,  and 
his  Irish  troops  in  particular,  pressing  down  frotn  Granby  along 
ti^  eastern  side  of  the  North  fidisto ;  Oruger,  embarrassed  by 
the  fi^tive  colonies  of  the  Nine-Six  loyalists)  and  fbllowed 
elo8cl*y  hy  Pickens,  seeking  a  junction  with  Kawdion,  as  the 
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only  means  of  making  himself  safe ;  Stewart,  wiiL  bia  n^iment 
of  bnffs,  and  a  large  convoy  of  provisions  and  vranitions. 
goading  on  his  teams  the  nearest  road  from  Charleston;  and 
sundry  scattered  bodies  of  tones  who  had  been  busy  as  fbra- 
yers,  while  Greene  and  Rawdon  were  playing  for  heaTio* 
stakes  above. 

Well  might  St.  JuUen,  with  his  little  aqnad  of  twenty-fire 
troopers,  and  his  burdensome  coach  of  state  with  its  predona 
inmates,  feel  the  necessity  of  taking  every  possible  preoaation. 
in  order  to  escape  being  ground  to  powder  between  the  severd 
masses  then  tending  to  a  common  centre.  Yet,  had  he  known ! 
The  formidable  troop,  from  whidi,  misled  by  hia  teont,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  skulk,  consisted  of  a  detachment  of 
Marion^s  command,  just  despatched  by  Greene  with  the  hope 
of  intercepting  Stewart  and  his  convoy.  Under  the  cover  of 
the  four  hundred  mounted  men,  whom  the  funons  partisan  led 
on  this  expedition,  St.  Julien  might  have  made  a  safe  piogfOM, 
fourteen  or  fifteen  miles ;  since  all  the  country  east  of  Stewart*! 
route,  and  below  the  Gaw-caw,  was  now  fairly  under  eover  of 
his  rifles.  Leaving  St.  Julien  to  his  obscure  road,  we  wiU  take 
that  puraned  by  Marion. 

It  was  on  the  6th  of  July  that  Ghreene  succeeded  in  passing 
Lord  Bawdon.  Reserving  to  himself  a  single  eempmy  cf 
Washington's  cavalry,  simply  to  watch  the  progress  of  the 
British  army,  Greene  despatched  Marion  on  the  expedition 
against  Stewart.  Marion  kept  himself  usually  well-uiformed. 
On  the  7th  of  July,  his  scouts  apprized  him  of  the  approach  of 
Stewart,  who  was  totally  unconscious  of  an  enemy.  At  mid- 
night of  the  same  day,  Marion  sallied  out  from  bis  covert  con- 
fident of  the  prey  which  seemed  gliding  fairly  into  his  jaws, 
even  as  the  %  walks  into  the  open  month  of  the  crocodile. 
But,  for  onee,  his  scouts  were  premature — had  made  them- 
selves too  secure  of  fortune.  They  had  tracked  tlie  enemy  to 
the  door  of  the  trap,  but  never  once  seemed  to  £uicy  that  be 
ttight  turn  aside  at  the  entrance.  They  had  made  no  provisiott 
against  the  very  event  which  happened.  At  the  last  moment^ 
Stewart  had  a  choice  of  roads,  and  influenced  only  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  roads  themselves,  and  toUlly  unapprehensive  of 
any  fbe,  the  British  oolonel  simply  took  the  route  whiek  MarioB 


did  not  cover;  and  while  the  partisan  swept  down  for  his 
destruction  along  the  one  route,  Stewart  made  his  way  upward 
in  safety  by  the  other.  Not  altogether  in  safety,  for  a  dash  of 
one  of  Marion's  squadrons,  recovering  lost  ground,  succeeded 
in  cutting  off  the  rear  guard,  with  a  portion  of  the  convoy. 
Stewart,  himself,  with  the  main  body  of  his  troop,  entered 
Orangeburg  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  hardly  yet  conscious  of 
the  danger  he  had  escaped. 

While  these  events  were  in  progress,  St  Julien  moved  for> . 
ward  slowly,  and  with  great  precaution.  He  kept  his  scouting 
parties  considerably  in  advance.  He  had  been  some  three  hours 
ojsly  on  the  road,  after  leaving  Holly-Dale,  when  his  scouts 
rode  in  with  tidings  of  a  second  British  party  only  a  mile  off, 
consisting  of  some  thirty  men.  They  were  reported  to  be 
patting  ihek  hoises  in  motion  ;  but,  of  their  course,  nothing  was 
known.  It  was  just  possible  that  they  might  be  pursuing  another 
route,  possible,  that  they  might  not  cross  his  path.  It  was, 
perhaps,  easy  for  him  to  elude  them.  But  it  was  well  to  know 
who  they  were.  They  were  at  present  in  his  way*  They 
were  but  thirty  in  number,  and  bis  force  was  twenty-five.  St 
JuHen  resolved  in  a  single  instant.  He  was  the  quietest  person 
in  tlie  world,  but  the  most  decisive.  He  drew  his  lieutenant 
aside,  gave  him  brief  directit^ns  in  a  whisper,  then  watched  him 
quietly  for  awhile,  as  he  divided  the  command  into  two  parts, 
and  led  them  forward  dlowly,  leaving  but  four  troopers  to  foHow 
with  their  captain.  The  squads  thus  moving  off  turned  slowly 
into  the  woods  on  the  upper  side  of  the  road,  and  very  soon 
disappeared  from  sight. 

As  soon  as  8t.  Julien  had  seen  them  disappeitr,  he  rode  up  to 
the  side  of  the  carriage,  and  with  a  pleasant  smile  upon  his  lips, 
and  a  courtier-like  bow,  he  said : — 

"We  are  possibly  to  have  a  brush  with  the  enemy.  Our 
soouts  report  a  squad  of  tories  on  the  route  ahead.  It  is  need* 
tal  that  I  should  look  after  them.  But  this  need  not  alarm 
joQ,  ladies.  Do  not  be  troeasy.  I  make  no  doubt  we  shall 
readily  disperse  them ;  but,  whaterrer  the  event,  I  kave^  given 
Cato  instructions  what  to  do.  He  seems  firm  and  intelligent, 
and  should  any  disaster  befall  my  command,  yoa  had  better  trust 
bim  implicitly/' 
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**Bvtt  will  yon  have  to  fighl,  Captain  St  Jvlieaf  demanded 
Mrs.  Travis,  in  faltering  tones. 

**  It  is  very  probable,"  was  the  reply. 

"  But,  captab,  conld  it  not  be  avoided  ?" 

St.  Julien's  face  slightly  reddened. 

"It  might i  The  thing  is  sorely  possible.  It  only  needs 
that  I  shonld  ^forget  myself,  my  dttty,  my  name,  my  orders,  and 
take  to  flight ;  in  which  event,  while  I  should  get  off  safely* 
yonr  carriage  and  party  would  probably  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  pnirsuerB." 

"  Nay,  captain,  do  not  mistake  me.  I  should  be  the  last  per* 
son  to  desire,  even  for  my  safety,  that  yon  should  do  anything 
discreditable  to  manhood :  and  you  will  please  remember,  be- 
sides, that  it  is  a  woman  who  speaks,  whose  leminine  fears  mvai 
not  weigh  against  a  soldier's  judgment.  My  only  thought  was 
that — that— really,  I  see,  that  what  I  would  say  now  amounts 
only  to  what  I  said  before — that  it  seems  0ur  best  policy  to 
avoid  encounter.     If  we  could  elude  the  enemy-^ " 

**  Such  would  be  your  policy,  my  dear  madam,  and  if  mj 
only  duty  was  your  escort,  1  should  seek  only  your  safoty,  at 
any  sacrifice.  But  you  will  remember  that  my  military  duties 
are  paramount.  It  is  only  an  incidental  service  which  keeps 
me  iNBside  your  carriage  for  a  while.  It  would  not  be  proper 
for  me  to  evade  or  to  seek  to  evade  any  reasonable  chanoe  of 
striking  the  enemy,  even  though  at  some  peril  to  your  escoit. 
But,  in  truth,  we  have  no-  choice.  The  enemy  is  before  tis,  in 
no  great  strength — in  numbers  hardly  beyond  our  own.  We 
can  not  pass  him  without  a  meeting.  If  we  attempt  to  worn 
the  Caw^caw,  we  risk  the  encounter  with  Stewart;  and  you 
have  been  already  advised  of  the  Enemy's  presence  in  force  at 
the  lower  crossing.  To  turn  back  upon  our  own  steps,  b  per* 
kape  quite  as  great  a  danger,  as  we  know  that  lUiwdon  is  pres- 
sing down  from  above»  and  can  not  now  be  far  off.  You  see* 
my  dear  madam,  that  our  best  policy  is  to  seek  to  bruak  the 
feebler  enemy  from  our  path  in  froat,  and  to  delay  as  little  in 
doing  so  as  possible*  Good  momuig,  Mrs.  Tvavisw  Qood  i 
ing.  Miss  Bertha.  By  the  way.  Mm  Bertha,  you  may  find  i 
very  preUy  wild  flowers  in  this  wood.  Just  take  yow  cewae 
downward  for  the  swamp,  as  soon  as  Gato  stops  the  earrtage.    Be 
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will  drive  into  the  lower  woods,  so  as  to  keep  from  n^ht  of  the 
voad.  A  little  ramble  will  relieve  your  limbs  for  a  season.  In 
tfaeee  piney  woods,  where  thej  slope  down  to  the  hays,  you  will 
find  a  great  variety  of  flowers,  and  I  should  be  pleased,  on  my 
vetnm,  to  see  you  with  a  handsome  bouquet.  Here,  at  thiti 
rery  season,  you  will  find  the  yellow  orchis,  which  is  a  pretty 
country  damsel ;  the  passion  flower  may  bo  gathered  where  the 
woods  are  most  open ;  its  carnation  contrasts  beautifully  with 
the  blue  pulchra ;  throw  a  few  sprigs  of  sensitive  plant  between 
them  ;  and  then  sprinkle  the  white  asalea  around  and  about  the 
olaster ;  the  garden-shrub  grows  wild  in  all  this  iregion ;  the 
brilliant  silk  weed,  with  its  rich  blood  tints,  and  the  cardinal 
flower,  will  wonderftilly  help  your  variety ;  the  yellow  and  pur- 
ple saraeenia,  and  the  blue  flag,  yon  will  gather  along  the 
swamp,  but  look  out  for  snakes  where  you  seek  for  these. 
There  is  a  dragon  that  always  watches  over  Beauty.  Don't 
forget  the  "  wake  robbin/'  and  th^  **  old  man's  beard,"  the  leafy 
green  look  of  the  one,  and  the  snow-white  fringes  of  the  other, 
will  greatly  help  the  contrasts ;  and  if  you  will  make  your  girl 
gather  you  a  single  pond  lily  from  the  bay,  for  the  centre  of 
your  gioup,  you  will  have  as  beautiful  a  bouquet  as  Marie  An- 
toinette would  be  proud  to  plant  upon  her  toilet.  '  Pardon  me 
^at  I  am  not  suffered  to  join  with  you  in  the  search.  I  am 
passionately  fond  of  flowers.  I  half  believe  them  to  be  fallen 
angels— particularly  these  odorless  wild  flowers.  By  the  way, 
do  you  know  why  they  are  so  odorless  and  so  beautiful.  Miss 
Bertha  t" 

"  No,  indeed !     Why  I    I  am  curious  for  the  reason." 

"Because  they  are  designed  as  field  and  wayside  flowers 
only,  and  thus  address  themselves  only  to  the  passing  eye — 
meant  only  for  the  sight,  to  cheer  the  traveller,  not  to  delay 
him — and  this  reminds  me  that  I  have  no  time  to  lose"  — 
taking  out  his  watch.  "  Good  morning,  ladico,  and  a  pleasant 
ramMe.    Cato !" 

«Sahr  cappini" 

*•  Remember,  Cato,  what  I  have  told  you." 

*'Nebber  you  faid  [afraid]  cappin!  I  onderstands.  I  do 
wha'  you  tells  me.    He  done !    I  say  'em  \*^ 

Cato  waved  his  whip,  and  nodded  his  head  with  the  air  of 
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a  man  who  would  rouiid  his  periods  eoudusively.  But  St.  JiiUeu 
waited  for  no  answer.  With  a  smile  and  how  to  the  ladies,  and 
a  finger  lifted  to  Cato,  he  bent  forward  on  hk  charger,  gave  him 
the  spur,  and  followed  the  route  whieh  his  lieutenant  had  par* 
sued.  He  overtook  his  troopers  as  they  worked  forward,  silent 
as  serpents,  trailing  through  the  woods. 

Not  a  bugle  soundod:  not  a  voice  spoke  above  a  whisper; 
but  quietly  gliding  from  officer  to  officer  and  man  to  man,  St 
Julion  whispered  the  necessary  orders  and  encouragemeal  to 
all.  He  aimed  to  surprise  his  enemy ;  an  achievement  wkkh 
he  thought  easy  enough,  after  the  report  made  by  his  seovlaw 
And  he  proceeded  to  this  sort  of  business  with  the  same  calm, 
subdued*  and  gentle  manner*  with  which  he  had  counselled  the 
young  damsel  of  the  wild  flowers  of  the  region  and  how  best  to 
compose  them  into  a  bouqnet. 

"  Ha  !*'  said  Cato,  "  he  hab  'trong  sense  for  sodger,  dat  same 
slim  cappin«  He  no  hab  black  eye  and  leetle  moot'  for  noting. 
I  see  de  debbil  in  he  eye,  for  all  he  Ulk  so  softty  aad  small 
jes'  like  a  gal.  He  no  gib  too  much  tongue.  You  no  yer  [hear] 
bugle  blow.  He  hush  'em  up.  He's  for  amboshment  fight,  I 
tell  you.     He  guine  'trike  jes'  like  rattlesnake  !" 

'*  But  what  are  irf  to  do,  Gate  f  demanded  his  mistress. 

"  Enty  de  cappin,  he'se'f,  tell  you  Cato  is  know  f  Nebher 
you  min*.    Jes'  leff  it  all  to  me,  young  missis.** 

"  Bnt,  Cato,  I  should  like  to  know  something  too.  What  is 
there  secret  in  these  instructions  of  Captain  St.  Joliea  V* 

**  Hegh !  Da's  jes'  like  ooman's !  He  mns*  be  knowii^  to 
ebbry  t'ing.  Wha'  good  he  guine  do  yo«  fer  know!  De 
cappin  know,  Cato  know  Wha'  den  t  You  g«ine  alter  wka' 
de  cappin  say  V* 

''No,  Cato,  but  I  would  like  to  know  what  it  is." 

''Yom  know  soon  'cough,  when  you  see  what  Gblo  gnine 
done.** 

And  no  fbrther  answer  would  the  fidlow  voochsale.  ms  ka 
wheeled  his  horses  to  the  right  and  drove  tiioi  dowm  toward 
the  swamp,  and  sufficiently  £ur  into  the  thicket  to  cooceid  tba 
▼ehide  from  any  wayfiurers  along  the  road. 

^'Deryouis— aU  safe  r  cried  the  negro,  as  he  kald  «p  kis 
Von^     *"  Reckon  dem  '^hj  nebber  can  see  we  ycr  kom  ^ 
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road.  I5f  he  want  for  fin*  we,  lie  mus*  put  he  nose  down  to  dc 
groun*  and  run'  in.  An*  now,  you  yerry  wha'  de  cappin  bin  tell 
you.  Git  out  ef  you  wants  to,  and  'tretch  you  limb,  and  pick 
d©  yaller  flowers  ob  de  forest.  Ha !  he's  a  berry  'trange  sawt 
o'  pusson,  dat  cappin;  jes* he  guine  fight  wid  broadsword  and 
pistol,  he  tell  we  'bout  de  flowers  ob  de  forest,  and  whay  for 
look  for  'em,  and  all  dem  'ting  wid  big  name.  And  jes'  wid  he 
mout'  full  ob  flowers,  be  guine  cut  down  de  hossman  and  de 
aossos,  and  shoot  de  people  as  he  run !" 

And  the  ladies  descended  from  the  carriage,  and  began  to 
look  about  for  flowers,  when  suddenly  there  was  a  sharp  blare 
of  the  bugle,  and  then  a  conftised  sound,  a  strange  hum,  as  of 
numerous  insects,  rising  rapidly  into  the  uproar,  the  clash  and 
clang  of  a  very  spirited  combat,  hand  to  hand  and  a  Pouirance, 

St.  Julien's  broadswords  were  soon  at  breakfast,  their  teeth 
meeting  in  the  flesh. 

He  was  deliberate — very  much  so — as  a  man  of  action ;  but 
he  consumed  very  little  time  in  his  deHberattons.  It  was 
only  to  possess  himself  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  as  gatlier- 
able  from  his  scouts,  that  he  drew  reih  for  a  brief  moment  in  the 
wood. 

The  enemy  were  to  be  surpiised.  They  were  in  possession 
of  an  old  mill'seat,  on  the  Caw-caw,  They  were  scattered  along 
a  narrow  causeway.  They  had  breakfasted,  and  whiskey  had 
been  their  substitute  for  coffee.  Tliey  were  refreshed,  and, 
something  more,  exhilarated — never  once  dreaming  of  an 
enemy  so  near  them.  On  the  contrary,  under  the  lead  of  a 
notorious  Florida  outlaw,  one  Lem  Watkins,  after  a  season  of 
foray  on  the  South  Edisto  and  Savannah,  they  were  preparing 
to  unite  themselves  with  the  main  army,  and  to  share  in  its  ex- 
pected spoils.  Their  horses  stobd  ready  bitfed,  saddled  and 
bridled  for  a  start.  Some  were  fastened  to  branches  of  trees 
upon  the  roadside;  others  might  be  seen  upon  the  causeway 
leading  to  the  mill ;  Watkins  himself,  with  a  group,  was  taking 
a  stirrup-cup,  just  above  the  stream  itself,  which  happened  to  be 
quite  low  and  fbrdable.  A  dozen  of  them  were  in  the  saddle* 
when,  these  details  all- previously  asceitafned  by  the  scoutrof 
St.  Julien,  and  his  troop  having  worked  their  way  down  under 
cover  of  the  woods  until  concealment  was  no  longer  possible,  h«* 
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gave  the  signal,  and  hb  bogle  rolled  out  the  sharp  blaste  wkich 
sonnded  to  the  charge. 

Then  rose  the  wild  hurrah,  the  savage  whoop!  and  the  dra< 
goons  thundered  down  upon  the  enemj.  The  tories,  who  were 
dismounted,  rushed  for  their  horses^  Those  who  were  jnonnted 
dashed  forward  along  the  causewaj  down  into  the  swamp. 
Watkins  dropped  his  bottle  of  whii^j  into  the  stream*  and 
scrambled  across  it  to  the  opposite  bank  where  his  horse  was 
fastened.  Here  he  mounted,  and  wound  his  bi^le,  and  ahouied 
to  his  troopers  to  show  front  and  not  be  ridden  down.  Thej 
mi^t  have  done  so ;  since  the  causeway,  for  a  qiace,  was  but 
of  wagon-width,  and  might  have  been  held  against  thrice  Iha 
mimber  of  foes,  bj  tlie  half-dozen  troopers  who  would  have 
covered  it.  On  each  side  the  ground  was  mucky  and  feanj. 
But  a  surprise  is  apt  to  prevent  all  mental  calculatiooa. 

The  tories  made  two  or  three  shows,  wheeling  about  and  dis- 
playing a  front  to  their  assailants.  But  the  chaif^  was  too 
rapid  —  too  headlong,  and  80»  irresistible.  To  keep  aheadv  to 
dash  across  the  causeway  and  stream,  and  find  cover  in  the 
opposite  woods,  seemed  the  common  impulse  of  the  fugitives, 
and  a  fair  pv-oportion  of  them  succeeded  in  doing  so — those  who 
perished  along  the  route  under  SL  Julien's  sabres*  just  offiering 
sufficient  impediment  to  delay  the  onslaught  (ot  the  safety  of 
the  rest.  But  once  was  there  anything  like  a  conflict.  Three 
brave  fellows  planted  themselves  in  the  middle  of  the  cause 
way,  emptied  their  pistols  into  the  £acea  of  half  a  score  of  the 
dragoons,  tumbled  one  of  them  from  his  saddle,  crossed  swords 
with  the  rest,  and  were  hurled  out  of  the  track,  riddea  down* 
tumbled  from  the  causeway,  and  out  to  pieces  before  tk^  co«U 
rise. 

Quarter  was  neither  asked  nor  given.  The  work  with  tkes 
was  short.  They  had  been  guilty  of  the  blunder  of  receiving 
the  charge  at  a  halt,  instead  of  setting  their  own  steeds  in  mo- 
tion. The  momentum  of  the  shock  was  irresistible.  But  tkey 
embarrassed  the  chai;ge,  delayed  it,  and  two  thirds  of  their  cs^k 
radei«  running  pellmeU,  suoceeded  in  getting  aver  the  airamp* 

The  proportion  was  too  great  to  be  allowed  to  escape.  Ov 
dragoons  were  just  enough  heated  to  make  a  chase  agreeaUe. 
\nd  where  an  enemy  might  go.  a  brave  foe  might  sorelj  iiDUflV 
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Si.  Joliei  dashed  after  them. 

Watkins  made  a  rally.  But  the  showing  was  a  false  one.  It 
iras  but  for  a  moment.  With  the  near  loish  of  the  dragoons, 
the  tories  broke  incontinently,  and  made  for  the  open  woods 
the  pnrsuerB  liter  them,  occasionally  smiting  as  they  went, 
shearing  off  head  or  arm  of  the  unhappy  fogitive  whose  hope 
rested  upon  the  legs  of  a  beast  wanting  the  necessary  sinews. 

The  open  woods  are  reached,  but  offer  no  security — nay, 
a£ford  bett!ier  chances  to  the  dragoons,  who  are  all  well  mounted^ 
and  on  powerfol,  large  animals.  It  was  now  that  the  swonl 
be^aB  to  glean  its  victims.  Watkins,  himself,  was  closely  pur* 
iued  by  St.  Julien.  A  small  group,  less  than  a  score,  held  on 
with  him.  Tbey  were  nearing  the  open  road.  This  tended  to 
laaaen  their  cbances  of  safety. 

"  Why  not  surrender  and  get  quarter  V  said  the  lieutenant 
of  Watkins,  as  they  ran  side  by  side. 

"Hal  and  what  the  good  of  that?  If  not  tfie  broadsword, 
it  is  the  gallows  !" 

Very  true !     Every  mother's  son  of  them  was  an  outlaw. 

Breathless,  headlong  they  rushed  out  into  tlie  open  road,  and 
whirled  their  steeds  upward.  Not  twenty  yards  behind  them 
•wept  St.  Julien  forward  with  kis  whole  squadron,  minui  two 
men  only  and  three  horses.  In  another  moment,  the  fVigitives 
Mxe  lost — just  so  soon  as  the  pursuers  find  themselves  on  the 
open  track !  But,  even  as  Watkins  gains  the  road,  be  shouts, 
yells  with  a  sense  of  relief,  gives  his  steed  new  spurs — lasher 
the  sides  of  the  beast  with  repeated  rowels-^ and  the  others  do 
tite  same.  Headlong  the  beasts  go,  over  and  over,  rolHng  in 
the  sand.  St.  Julien  dashes  out  upon  them,  with  all  his  squad 
I  on,  ready  to  reap  the  field ! 

He  is  disappointed  of  the  prey.  His  uplifted  sabre  is  arrest- 
ed. He  gathers  up  his  steed  with  a  sudden  curb  that  staggers 
the  beast.    He  prepares  to  wheel — to  fly  in  turn. 

Ha  is  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  whole  British  army 
of  Bawdon !  Watkins,  with  his  beast,  has  rolled  over  at  the 
very  feet  of  the  British  van !  His  neck  is  not  broken,  and  he 
has,  this  time,  escaped  the  keen  edge  of  the  partisan's  sabre. 

The  British  drums  beat  the  alarm  liveUly. 
•  *'  What  is  this  V*  em^  Bawdon,  galoping  to  the^  head  of  hit 

•21  • 
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coluinii.  But  nobody  could  explain.  The  army  was  prepared 
ibr  battle^  the  artillery  unlimbered  and  hurried  up  to  the  front ; 
the  wearied  regiments,  marching  in  loose  order  up  to  this  mo- 
ment, and  no  small  disarray,  were  made  to  change  front,  and 
prepare  for  attack.  The  British  general,  one  of  the  ablest,  bj 
the  way,  in  the  service,  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  Greene's 
whole  army  was  at  hand.  He  knew  that  he  was  pursued.  He 
knew  that  Greene*  himself,  with  a  strong  force  of  mounted  men» 
had  actually  passed  Mm;  and  he  might  well  suppose  thai  a 
forced  march  like  his  own,  by  a  people  accustomed  to  the  cli- 
mate and  60  strong  in  cavalry,  bad  proved  them  better  able  to 
endure  so  heavy  a  strain  upon  their  sti^ength  and  sinews,  than 
his  European  troops,  so  many  of  whom  were  fresh  from  Ire« 
land.  Besides,  the  country  was  one  highly  favorable  for  snr* 
prises.  So  dense  were  the  forests,  so  deep  the  swamps,  so 
sinuous  the  routes,  that  two  armies  might  sometimes  ptt^ 
their  tents  within-  a  mile  of  each  other,  and,  unless  provided 
with  excellent  scouts,  might  never  suspect  their  nratoal  prox- 
imity until  too  late. 

Ba.wdon  was  feeble  in  cavalry.  He  had  none  in  fket ;  his 
only  body  of  horse  having  been  cut  up  completely,  at  Granby. 
not  a  week  before,  by  a  detachment  from  Lee's  legion.  To 
supply  his  deficiency,  in  this  most  necessary  arm  of  war,  in  a 
plain  and  sparsely-settled  country  like  Carolina,  a  body  of  v(^ 
unteer  gentry,  his  own  staff,  the  field-officers,  and  some  few  loy- 
alists— in  all  something  less  than  a  hundred  men  —  had  organ- 
ised themsdves  for  cavalry  service  on  this  march,  and  with 
reference  to  the  very  sort  of  danger  which  now  appeared  to 
threaten  then.  The  corps  was  led  by  Lord  Edward  Fits- 
gerald. 

This  gallant  young  nobleman,  for  whom  so  m^ancholy  a  fate 
was  in  reserve,  to  be  developed  in  future  histories,  soon  led  his 
charge  against  St  Julien.  He  had  been  operating  on  the 
flanks  and  rear — it  being  sapposed  that  the  American  anaj 
was  still  behind  them. 

The  troop  was  not  an  efficient  one.  It  was  badly  Bovnted 
in  the  first  place ;  and  one  half  of  them  carriad  smaB-swordt. 
It  was  motley  in  equipment*  and  few  of  them  had  «ii|ojped  any 
•dvai^titff$Mof  drill  oi  traimnf^  in  tbe  pvcsant  tem  and  otftA 
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Isation  of  the  troop.  Nevertheless,  it  was  still  too  strong,  num- 
bering some  ninety  men»  to  snffor  St.  Jnlien  to  risk  the  issue, 
in  the  very  face  of  the  British  amy.  To  keep  up  a  good  front, 
and  daw  off  quietly  from  the  game,  was  the  policy  of  St.  Julien. 
Bat  would  the  enemy  suffer  this  ?  With  their  infantry  to  back 
them,  there  was  hardly  a  hope  of  it.  But,  as  this  was  all  of 
cavalry  that  the  British  army  could  oommaad,  it  was  no  .part 
of  their  policy  that  it  should  venture  far  ttoaik  the  main  body  in 
pursuit  Bawdon  was  particular  in  his  injunctioDs  to  this  effect. 
He  knew  not  but  that  St.  Julien's  troop  was  employed  as  a  de- 
coy. Still,  it  was  needful  to  brush  the  assailants  fron  his  path ; 
and  the  dashing  young  Irishman,  who  had  volunteered  to  head 
this  command,  darted  out,  at  a  smart  gallop,  upon  our  partisans* 

St.  Jnlien  readily  conceived  the  British  policy,  and  •  this 
necessarily  counselled  his  own.  He  could  not  successfully 
maintain  the  assault  of  Fitzgerald,  and  the  latter  could  not  ven- 
ture to  pursue  him  far.  His  game  lay  in  the  heels  of  his  horses. 
He  wheeled  about  accordingly,  the  moment  that  he  made  the 
discovery  of  his  enemy  in  force,  sounded  ^is  bugle  for  the  retreat, 
and  sent  his  men  a-head*— down  the  road  toward  Orangeburg. 
It  was  Impossible  under  the  press  of  the  enemy  to  recross  the 
Caw-caw. 

Then  followed  the  chase,  continued  for  a  mile  down  the  road. 
St.  Julien  felt  that  he  could  always  take  the  measure  of  his 
pursuers'  leet.  He  had  very  much  the  best  horses.  He  did 
not  urge  his  beasts.  Looking  back,  from  time  to  time,  he  saw 
that  the  pursuing  force  was  scattered — the  better  mounted  were 
considerably  a-heafl  of  the  rest — leaving  the  party  in  advance 
very  little  more  numerous  than  his  own.  He  kept  his  troop  in 
liand,  ready  for  the  moment 

Wlien  Turkey  creek  was  passed,  he  sounded  the  rally, 
wheeled  about,  gave  his  steed  the  goad,  and  dashed  on  to  the 
embrace  of  sabres.  His  steel  crossed  with  that  of  Fita^erald. 
The  shock  of  the  two  parties  was  fierce  and  the  strife  sharp.  It 
lasted,  however,  but  a  moment  Soon  the  whole  force  of  the 
British  cavalry  pressed  up  to  the  me^Se,  and  the  retreat  was 
once  more  resumed.  A  few  saddles  on  both  sides  had  been 
emptied  in  the  brief  discusi^on,  az^  the  two  captains  had  pretty 
well  warmed.^tb  thpir  ^nllnnt  passflge-at'arms. 
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FitsBgerald  felt  that  bis  foe  could  leave  htiu  at  auy  Bioment* 
and  be  taujnted  him  with  a  fling  at  his  chiTaliy.  St.  Juim 
only  stnUed  as  he  answered  r-— 

"  Anotlier  time,  my  lord.  You  hold  the  pledge  of  Peyre  8l 
Jalien  that  he  will  not  always  fly." 

"  Peyre  St^ JuUen !  Ah !  ha  i  That  is  the  galkut  of  Carm 
8in<Jair  I"  And  with  the  reooUection,  his  lordship  niged  Bwma 
more  keenly  the  pnrsnit  than  before.  He  now  had  a  pertoaal 
feeling  in  the  matter. 

It  was  not  St  ^ulien'j  policy  to  be  driven  into  Orangeborf , 
wbme  he  night  find  his  hands  full,  with  Btnarfs  bsfis  aod 
Goffin's  oavalry,  fresh  from  the  city.  Nor  was  it  hie  game  te 
venture  below  tliat  place,  with  the  cbanoe  of  meetiag  this  force 
on  the  road ;  and,  very  soon  there  would  be  Binali  cboioe  of 
roads,  two  only  ofiEering,  one  obliquing  in  am  eastern  dire^ 
tion,  and  running  sinuously  from  the  village  to  the  Saalee^ 
beading  the  Four-holes  swamp)  the  other  crossing  ^eOaw-caw 
a  mile  from  the  village,  being  the  very  route  which  he  bad  de- 
signed to  pursue,  but  from  which  he  had  been  diverted  by  tbe 
tidings,  brought  by  his  scouts,  of  a  large  body  of  mounted  men. 
That  body  of  mounted  men  too,  \t^  between  him  and  aH  these 
points,  unless  they  had  changed  their  ground  in  tlie  last  lew 
hours.  But  he  was  necessarily  compelled  to  reason  and  to  act 
as  if  they  still  were  in  bis  path.  He  was  thus  between  twe  or 
more  enemies.  Unless  be  could  strike  into  the  woods,  and  att 
directly  across  the  country,  he  was  in  danger  of  Mling,  one 
Nide  or  the  other,  into  the  meshes  of  a  more  powerful  fbe.  The 
Nhortest  course,  and  boldest,  was  still  tbe  best. 

He  must  try  and  cripple  his  immediate  pursuer,  and  so  dis- 
able him,  as  to  be  able  to  take  the  woods  without  risking  pur- 
suit from  this  one  source  of  annoyance. 

Done — attempted  rather  —  almost  as  soon  as  resolved  upon. 

Again,  the  eagerness  of  the  pursuit  had  divided  the  force  of 
tho  pnrfmers. 

St.  Julieu  timed  his  performances,  with  a  due  regard  to  this 
circumstance.  Again,  at  a  given'  signal,  be  wLeeled  about, 
bi.  ugbt  bis  troop* to  the  charge,  and  sparred  forward,  a  britk 
mkattmt,  and  wifk  such  a  shout  from  die  hmgs  of  afi,  aa  betrayed 
the  resolution  for  a  most  desperate  trial  of  strencrth. 
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Tke  sh<M3k  was  beaQtifuUy  given,  Btid  mnnfolly  borne.  But 
FitzgeraM  bixiMelf  went  down  before  it,  his  borw  reeKng,  and 
finally  rolling  over  bim.  Tlie  elaab  and  clatter  of  tbe  sab^ 
Mlowed,  sotindi  like  tire  ttnfkering  of  a  thonsand  kettles,  and 
ngly  cuts  were  given  and  taketi,  and  more  than  one  saddle 
emptied.  The  foremost  sqtad  of  Fitzgerald-* be  bimsdf-— 
lima  neatly  lost,  when  bis  i^ar  catne  np  m  separate  bodies  each 
producing  its  effect  upon  the  field.  The  young  Irish  lord, 
biruised  only,  recovered  bis  legs  and  saddle.  A  few  more 
mounted  men  galloped  up  from  Rawdon's  army ;  others  were 
beginning  to  appear;  the  enemy  was  inereasing,  and  St.  Jnlien 
was  ^ced  oiMje  more  to  show  bis  badk  to  the  pursuers. 

Tliey  pressed  him  closely,  ffis  troop  -^as  much  more  jaded 
than  the  enemy.  His  several  charges,  upon  the  tories  first,  and" 
snb^quently  upoh  tfce  force  of  Fitzgerald,  began  to  tell  upon 
bi»  horses,  wbfflfc  his  pursuers,  on  the  other  hand,  their  move- 
ments timed  to  those  of  a  fagged  and  exhausted  infantry,  were 
comparatively  fresh. 

'  •  Tlie  ffigbt  began  to  falter ;  t!ie  chase  infereased  in  earnestness. 
T\m  parties  w^re  now  but  a  mile  from  Orangeburg,  and '  again 
fbey  minglW  in  pell-mell  cottflkt. 

It  was  now  fbrced  upon  the  partisans  agahist  theftr  desires. 
The  game  became  serious.  St.  Julien  was  hardly  pressed,  and 
several  of  his  men  wei-e'  down.  The  wliole  of  tlie  mmmted 
fO!*ce  of  thfe  BtitMi,  numbermg ninety  men  or  more,  had  reathed 
tlHB  field  df  strife,  and,  for  hnlf-a-mile,  alon^  the  main  road,  the 
conflict  was  going  on  among  the  separated  groups. 

"  Yield,  Captain  St.  Julien,  and  have  good  terms,"  cried  Fitz- 
gerald approaching  him. 

"  It  will  be  time  enough  for  that  hereafter,"  was  the  reply  of 
St.  Julien.  The  swords  of  the  two  again  crossed.  It  was  quick 
work.  Both  were  good  swordsmen ;  both  good  riders ;  both  of 
similar  build,  and  probably  the  same  degree  of  strength. 

One,  two,  three !  — 

Cut! — point!  — 

How  beautifully  the  sabres  flashed,  clashed,  clove  together  and 
recoiled. 

But,  suddenly,  the  champions  were  dashed  asunder.  Wave 
after  wnve  rolled  in  between  thptn.     The  stunnine'  blsrp  fr^^m 
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twentj  bugles — the  stuuiung  shouts  Irom  five  hundred  gieat 
stentorian  throats — startled  all  the  echoes  of  Caw-caw !  Hts- 
gerald,  he  knew  not  how»  found  himself  suddenly  in  full  flight, 
followed  close  by  all  his  troopers;— his  fin6,painted  volunteer 
cavalry — his  handsome  painted  knights — with  scarlet  coats, 
flaring  feathers,  and  any  quantity  of  gold  lace  and  crimaon 
sashes,  were  driving  wildly  a-hea"^  muve  pU  pent,  sounding  in 
the  ear  of  every  instinct. 

Fitzgerald  was  a  little  stunned  — had  some  curious  sensations 
about  the  head  and  ears — was  about  to  ask  of  a  dozen,  as  they 
hurried  up,  after  the  secret  of  this  new  uproar — when  he  began 
to  distinguish  the  meaning  of  the  shouts  which  followed  bkn. 

**  Marion's  men  1  Marion's  men  I  Hurrah  for  the  old  swamp- 
fbx!" 

It  was  Marion,  indeed,  just  coming  up  from  hia  dash  at 
Stewart's  convoy.  He  brought  with  him  four  hundred  mounted 
men.  Hotly  was  the  chase  pressed  upon  the  young  Irish 
gallant.  Trooper  after  trooper  of  his  handsome  little  squad- 
ron was  picked  up  or  cut  dovm  as  they  rode  and  rant  It 
was  with  the  cheer  of  half-drowning  men  that  the  fugitives 
hailed  the  sight  of  fiawdon's  red*coats,  coming  on  at  a  trot,  and 
opening  to  receive  and  shelter  them,  with  oresented  bayonets 
toward  their  foes. 

The  mudcetry  now  began  to  speak  from  the  mdvaneing 
columns,  and  the  troopers  of  the  swamp-fox  drew  in  their  bridles 
and  yielded  slowly  and  sullenly,  before  the  advancing  infRUtry 
of  the  British. 
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The  BritiBh  army  was  able  to  repel  the  mounted  men  of 
Harioa— *to  compel  tbem  to  maintain  a  respectful  distance — 
\mi  not  to  drive. them  off.  It  was  with  a  sore  and  angrj  spirit 
that  Lord  Bawdon  beheld  the  squadron  of  the  partisans  hover- 
isg  on  front  aod  flank«  ea^erl f  watching  for  the  opportunity  to 
swoop  down  and  cut  off  straggleirs,  «nd  carry  off  baggage^wagons* 
And  he  eonld  do  nothing,  wanting  cavalry.  His  flanks,  and 
front,  and  rear»  were  closely  watdb^d  by  his  musketry,  and  at 
a  meaflnredpaee,  drooping  forward,  in  depression  and  exhans- 
tion,  he  moved  on  in  order  of  battle,  momently  expecting  its 
shock  ffom  the  army  of  Greene. 

"Heavens!"  said  Marion  to  his  officers,  as  he  watched  the 
progress  of  the  foe  with  the  eager  appetite  of  the  hawk.  *'  If 
tmr  infkotiry  were  but  present  \  How  we  should-  cut  them  up. 
They  are  ready  to  drop  with  exhaustion.  It  is  .our  presence 
only  that  keeps  ihetlk.  up." 

Such  was  the  case !  Never  was  army  so  broken  in  spirit,  by 
the  terribly  exhaiusting  efiects  of  a  forced  march  in  midsummen 
and  by  the  dispiriting  and  demoralizing  effect  of  such  a  situation, 
lacking  in  the  ome  arm,  that  of  cavalry,  which  alone,  against 
such  a  force  as  that  of  Marion,  coidd  protect  them  from  insult. 

And,  staggering  forward,  the  British  army  slowly  worked 
along,  as  compact  in  mass  as  it  could  be  made,  with  bristles 
every  side  presented,  not  daring-to  pause,  not  daring  to  huiTy, 
with  those  keen  sabr^at  and  eager. horseaien  dinting  and  sweep- 
ing all  abou^  thett),  usatchfol  of  the  opportnsity  to  swoop  and 
strike ! 

But,  suddenly,  they  send  up  a  cheer.  Bagles  were  heard  in 
fk'oni,  the  drums  were  rolling  of  approaching  forces  from  below 


49$  THE  FORATnS. 

Stewart  had  marched  from  Orangeburg  with  his  regiment  of 
buffs  and  the  cavalry  of  Ooffin»  for  the  relief  of  his  sapeiior. 
As  the  two  bodies  drew  near  to  a  junction,  the  bugles  of  Marion 
sounded,  and  his  mounted  men  seemed  to  melt  awaj  in  the 
woods  between  them,  passing  out  of  sight,  and  upward,  to  the 
road  crossing  the  Caw-caw,  the  one  which  St.  Julien  was  com- 
pelled to  avoid,  in,  consequ^ce  x>i  ttie-.rj^ort  of  his  scoots. 
Coffin's  cavalry  made  a  demonstration  upon  the  rear  of  our  par- 
tisans, seconded  by  the  s<|uad  of  Fit^^ger^,  but  they  were 
roughly  handled  in  the  brief  collision,  and  fell  back  upon  their 
columns  of  infantry. 

Marion  drew  rein  just  above  the  crossing  of  the  Gnftr-cvw. 
He  could  dispute  this  passage.  But  the  British  were  in  no  ctmr 
dition  to  pursue.  No  sooner  had  the  junction  of  the  two  cio/m^ 
mends  been  effected,  than  they  pi-essed  on  £dr  OaMj^hui^,  in 
no  temper  for  coiiflict ;  and  assooa  as  they  hid  gobe  intoqmar* 
ters,  the  scouts  of  Marion  were  all  abovt  tiie  place.  Their 
allies  within  it  were  not  idie;  awd  the  parties,  singly,  slofe  in 
and  out  during  the  day  aad  night,  under  c»^er  of  the  (rwanps 
of  iSdisto. 

That  very  day  Marion  sent  a  despatch  to  Gteeme,  of  whidi 
we  need  ^ote  but  a  nngle  sentence  t--^ 

*<  They  are  neither  able  to  fight  nor  fiy.  They  are  in  a  stale 
of  utter  exhaustion*  toe  fatigued  to  move.  The  repott  itt  that 
thuee  regiments  were  going  to  lay  dows  their  aims  to-<l«y ,  and 
they  will  certainly  do  so,  if  required  again  to  mareh'.  They 
have  no  notion  that  any  foree  is  near  them  except  mine.  Let 
the  army  oome  on  before  they  'caB're&o%'er.  We  have  them  in 
a  ti*ap.  One  vigorotu  effort  may  close  the  w»r.  Their  Iriah 
troops  need  butfe^^  arguments  to  tnm  tiieif  hay^eW  agaiMt 
their  masters." 

And  Greene  eagerly  prepared  to  adopt  this  eoannel,  issokig 
his  orders  instantly  for  the  coneenfrati<m  of  all  his  Ibrces  aboot 
Orangeburg,  except  that  single  command? under Pit^ens,  whidi 
was  foUowing.obsdy  npm  tfie  fortsttfit  of  ttrogitt'  an#  hlft  ley* 
aliats,  haMssing'theniy  whenever  ]90M)lJtor'<fti  di«fr  MMkU 

But  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  St.  Julien  suffered  all  these 
proceedings  of  the  aitoy  to  contiane,  witltfoiit  giving  any  heed 
u>  th«*  condition  off  the  tmvelbin^  partv  whom  he  hAwl  ii#^r<#e^ 
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in  dM  Wfieds.  While  the  actual  pressure  continued  ef  the  fight 
with  the  oavalrj  of  Fitagerald>  and  subsequent] j,  while  Marion 
hovered  about  the  British  army*  and  up  to  the  moment  when 
its  junction  with  Stewart  forbade  any  further  hope  of  a  success* 
fill  deafeonatoation  upotn  it,  there  was  no  escape  for  the  little 
command  whieh  St  Julien  led.  There  Imd  been,  in  fact,  no 
time  £>r  anj  explanation  with  his  superior*  until  the  moment 
when,  crossing  the  Caw-caw,  they  had  driven  back  the  cavalry 
of  Coffin.  Then  it  was  that  St.  JiiUeo  bad  an  opportuiuty  of 
communicating  with  Sinclair,  to  whom  be  i^vealed  the  particu- 
lars ojf  his  progresA  Meanwhile  hours  had  passed.  The  day 
was  Slow  late  in  the  afternoon. 

*^  Good  heavens,  Peyre,  what  a  tediovs  time  they  must  have 
had  of  it,  and  where  shall  we  be  ahie  to  get  them  to,  to*night  V* 

**  Nj^,  kt  l^t  be  the  afb^-thought.  We  must  be  content  to. 
recover  Ihem  first  and  relieve  then*  anxiety.  Oet  leave  for 
me  at  once,  unless  you  desire  to  go  yourself.'' 

**  We  shall  both  go.     I  will  see  the  general  for  a  moment/' 

And  to  Marion  he  went.     The  latter  did  not  hear  him  out. 

**  To  be  sure,  Sinclair ;  relieve  the  ladies  as  soon  as  possible. 
What  a  time  they  have  had  of  it.  But,  bring  them  along  with 
you.  Tbey  can  find  the  way  up  to  Herraaperger^s  to-night,  and 
tootnerrow  you  can  send  Ihem  directly  across  the  country  to  the 
Congaree.  Do  not  delay,  ? emember*  We  can  not  spare  you 
-^can  spare  nobody  now  for  aaty  Length  of  time.  To-morrow 
we  may  liave  work.  Bemember,  the  wishes  ef  the  ladies  must 
give  way  to  our  necessities.  They  must  come  with  you.  I 
can  aet  spare  you  to  go  with  them.  Take  Si^  Julian's  tiroop. 
They  will  suffice." 

And  Sinclair,  with  St.  Julien,  started  off  at  a  smart  canter, 
without  heeding  the  laggard,,  limping  movement  of  tiieir  steeds* 
They  talked  as  Uiey  rode^  compared  notes,  reported  mutual 
progress,  and  without  loss  of  time,  made  their  eahmlations  and 
arrati^pments  for  the  future.  It  was  arranged  that  Mrs.  Travis 
and  l5tMlha  would  need  no  eeeort  the  next  day,  taking  the 
upper  route  to  the  Congaree,  in  a  progress  over  a  regioti  which 
the  patriots  almost  wholly  covered*  now  that  Rawdon's  force 
was  wkhdYawn  from  it  They  were^at  all  events,  oempelled  to 
see  that  no  escort  fro  n  tfa«  army  could  now  be  accorded  to  tbak 
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wishes.  Of  coarse)  there  was  eomething  said  of  Mr.  Travis 
and  Henry,  and  some  speculations  as  to  the  mode  of  seeking 
and  recovering  them ;  but  this  was  necessarOj  a  matter  of  more 
remote  consideration.     For  the  ladies  now. 

And  so  scheming  and  arranging^  they  at  length  reached  the 
spot  where  the  carriage  had  sought  harborage,  and  where 
Bertha  had  been  counselled  how,  and  with  what  iDgredieats*  to 
fashion  her  bouquet. 

'*  This  is  the  place.  Here  they  put  iii»  you  see,"  said  8t 
Julien,  and  he  led  the  way. 

The  carriage-wheels  were  followed  deep  into  the  woods,  as 
deeply  as  it  could  go.  Here  they  came  to  a  halt  Thehr  yiaagea 
grew  blank.  St.  Julian  picked  up  a  bouquet  of  wild  flowers, 
very  rich,  fashioned  very  much  i^r  his  ^reetiona.  Bivelair 
found  a  handkerchief,  with  Bertha's  initials  in  the  o(umer. 
Gato's  hat  was  also  upon  the  ground.  But  carriage,  ladies 
Cato — all  were  gone ! 

*'Good  heavens,  Peyrel  what  can  this  mean?  What  has 
become  of  them  V* 

♦•  Let  us  look  about,  Willie." 

Trembling  like  a  leaf  in  the  winds  of  autumn,  with  thd 
agitating  appreliensiont  of  kis  soul,  Willie  Sinclair  leaped  from 
his  steed,  and  examined  the  ground  more  closely.  So  did  St. 
Julien.  The  troopers,  meanwhile,  oeuraed  about  in  search  aku 
At  length,  sickening  as  he  spoke»  Sinclair  stooping,  sank  upon 
his  knees,  and  cried  out,  in  voice  at  oaoe  hoarae  and  feeble: — 

"Peyrel  Peyre!     Isitbkwdl" 

He  pointed  as  he  spoke  to  a  dark  erimaon  puddle  at  his 
feet. 

**  It  tjr  blood !"  answered  St.  Julien  in  husky  lones»  and  b^ 
shuddered  with  terrible  fimcies  as  he  spoke. 

"  Oh,  God !  be  mereifiil  1"  murmured  the  strosg  man,  aa  he 
ga«ed  into  the  puddle,  as  if  seeking  to  discover,.£ron  its  quality, 
from  whose  heart  it  had  issued.  There  were  drops  of  the  same 
dark  hue  scattered  freely  aboi;^  All  was  dotted,  hard,  and 
drying  rapidly. 

"  Get  up,  Willie !  Arouse  you  I  We  must  try  and  find  the 
Iratk  of  the  carriage,  and  follow  it     They  are  0o»e  f>'<tfQ 
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*•  Oh  !  Peyre !  Pcyre !  Why  did  yon  leave  them  for  a  mo- 
ment T 

'  Do  not  reproach  me,  Willie;  let  ne  be  men  now.  Let  as 
search.    Let  us  follbv !" 

For  a  few  moments,  Sinclair  gave  ftiU  way  to  his  grief,  in  a 
wild  bnrst  of  reproach  and  anguish. 

"You  were  my  friend,'' Peyre**- my  more  than  brother.  I 
trusted  you  with  the  woman  whom  I  had  planted  in  my  heart, 
and  yon  have  left  her  to  be  mni^dered." 

"  I  will  recover  her,  Willie  Sinclair,  or  perish  myself.  She 
is  not  murdered  !     Who  would  murder  her  ?    What  motive  V 

<«The  blood!  the  bkod!"  shrieked,  rather  than  spoke,  the 
strong  bnt  suffering  man. 

'*  It  is  not  hers !  My  Kfe  dn  it,  it  is  not  hers !"  was  the 
stem  and  confident  reply  of  St.  Jullen.  *'  But  we  must  waste 
no  time -^  lose  no  opportunity  in  the  indulgence  of  our  weak" 
ness*  Let  us  look  farther.  I^t  us  see  if  ve  can  not  track  the 
carriage." 

Sinclair  aroused  himself  with  a  prodigious  effort. 

They  searched.  They  fbnnd  the  place  where  the  veliide  bad 
been  whe^d  about-*- had  been  drarwn  into  the  road  again, 
some  fifty  yards  from  where  it  had  entered — traced  its  track 
into  the  old  frirrows  of  the  road,  and  there  it  merged  in  with 
others  so  as  to  become  indistingni^able.  It  had  evidently 
pursued,  for  awhile,  a  due  northerly  direction. 

To  dash  ahead,  to  review  the  eroding  at  the  old  mill-seat 
where  St.  Julian  had  surprised  the  tories  under  Watkins,  to 
stretch  on  a  fsw  miles  farther  to  another  crossing,  at  another 
abandoned  niiti*teat,  was  the  work  of  comparatively  little  time. 
Here  they  fancied  they  again  found  traces  of  die  carriage • 
wheels.    They  were  mistaken ;  but  of  this  hereafter. 

"^Tkey  have  crossed  here  into  the  Qranby  road,"  said  St. 
Julien. 

**  It  is  more  than  probable.  Let  us  push  after  them,"  said 
Stneiair^  we  can  surely  overtake  them.  In  that  heavy  carriage 
tbey  can  move  but  slowly." 

**  Willie,  lei  me  prosecute  the  search.  Qive  mt  but  ten  men, 
and  do  you  htirry  baek  to  camp,  and  obtain  my  excuse  from 
Marioo.^' 
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"  AhcI  why  should  yen  pursue  the  search  and  aot  me  t  Wbat 
is  Bertha  Travis  to  you  ?  No !  Peyre ;  do  you  go  back  to  die 
general,  and  state  the  facts.     Leave  m«  the  ten  men/' 

"  But,  Willie,  remember  your  responsibility.  Ytm  commsiMl 
a  battalicm.     7  cam  be  better  spared." 

"  Do  as  I  tell  you,  Peyre  V 

"  Willie,  we  are  on  the  eve  of  n  battle !  >Y<m  m«8t  nof  be 
absent.     You  heard  what  the  general  said." 

<'Tou  talk  as  if  I  should  be  suspected  of  dndking  from 
baUle." 

^  I  talk  as  I  should  to  my  brother.'* 

"  What !  you  would  peril  your  reputation  for  mine !  Is  that 
it  ?  Do  I  not  know,  that  your  absence  at  su^  a  moment  is  as 
fearful  a  trial  foi*  you  as  for  me,  Peyre  %  No  I  no !  my  brolher ! 
The'  discredit  is  e<|ual  with  both  of  us,  if  any  there  be,  and 
mioe  is  the  chief  stake  Sn  this  pursuit— -* mine  is  tke  loes  and 
danger  which  alone  could  justify  absence,  at  snob  m  tone,  frtm 
the  army.  Go  you  back.  Tell  the  general  the  simple  truth. 
You  shall  peril  nothing  of  reputation  for  me,  Beyre,  and,  mor- 
tifying as  it  will  be  to  me  to  be  absent,  jet  I  dare  not,  even  at 
the  peril  of  my  reputation*  consent  that  Bertha  Travis  should 
be  exposed  to  danger  and  insult,  when  a  bold  eflbrt  of  nrane 
might  save  her." 

'*  Let  me  seek  and  save  her>  dear  Willie ;  it  is  almost  a  right. 
It  was  I  that  lost  her."   ' 

"  No,  Peyre  1  you  must  return.  I  was  unjust  to  j<».  Ton 
could  not  have  dene  otherwise  than  you  did.  Back  with  you, 
with  all  speed,  and  teU  the  whole  aAdr  to  Marion.  He  will  da 
me  justice.  I  will  push  the  pursuit  to^night-^to-aMrrow  I 
will  be  back  to  camp  by  midnight  In  that  time,  should  I 
fail  to  overtake  her,  I  shall  know  ^lat  I  have  taken  the  wreii^ 
track.  HBre»  it  seeans  to  be  suficimitiy  mailed  to  wairant  my 
taking  it.  I  will  do  aU  that  I  can  that  I  may  not  suffer  loture 
self-reproach  for  supineness  and  timidity  bow." 

We  shall  understand  the  generous  impulses  of  these  young'  umb, 
when  we  remember  how  much  a  milttmry  reputatton  depends 
upon  the  prompt  recognition  of  the  claims  of  du^,  over  all  Other 
ooueideratioast  no  matter  of  what  sort,  wken  araies  are  about 
to  be  pitched  for  battle.     Smdair  was  the  military  Mipetior  s^ 
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Bt  JuHen.  He  was  tlie  elder  alto.  His  wee  the  lose  in  the 
abdacCkn  of  Bertlia*  All  thinge.  all  argaments  concurred  io 
eompeHing  the  subtaiiasioii  of  the  subordixiAte.  Bit  it  was  with 
^peemi  relitctitfiice  tbat  be  tore  himself  Away,  leaving  to  Willie 
diDclair  the  tlisk  of  pursviiog  the  Iniiher  search,  with  the  ten 
troopers,  after  his nistress  and  hormotber. 

And  the  two  vode/difiereAt  wa^re. 

*«Bioedlbleod!     Oh!    Gbd  1  if  H  dioald  be  hen !" 

Afid  mminming  thus  erer  aa  he  waitf  Willie  Sindatr  dashed 
away  on  the  supposed  traoks  of  the  fogitivea,  crossed  the  Gaw* 
caw  at  the  M  a[iiU*0eat,  and  coorsed  up  the  road  whaoh  led  te 
Granl^. 

And  as  St  Julieil  rode  baek  te^eampt  hts  aul^^t  of  musing 
waa  tSUat  si^aking,  .yet  uninteltigible  blood,  proof  also — proof 
ef  criflie  and  vddenee  and  sufferiJig  1  but  whose  ?•-*- proof  of  su^ 
fering^-^bnt  not  of  the  yietiml  Th«t  terrible  doubt.  The 
agony  of  it  to  both. 

^It  10  not  her4/  not  her^!  No!  no!  of  that  I  am  sure. 
Who  would  stab  or  «iurder  that  young  creature  1  or  her  mother  f 
Why!  witli  what  purpose 2  To  what  end?  No!  If  any- 
body, it  is  poor  old  Cato  that  has  been  slain !  The  good  old 
fellow  has  undertaken  to  defend  his  mistress*  and  hae  been 
butchered. 

<*But  who  are  the  murderers?  Where  eeuld  1ihe)r  spring 
from?" 

St.  JuHen  was  soon  bewildered  in  the  maees  of  his  own  cen« 
jeetuie.  The  natusal  suggpeetion  wasvthat  ef  the  interposition 
of  some  strolling  body  of  tories,  smaU.  squads  of  whom  were 
ayerywhere  scattered  about,  the >^o«iitcyi,  engaged  in  all  oat* 
lawed  praeticel,  m4i\mmi  iriboU^,enpovato.rerenge«.aiid  iadis* 
erimiuttte  plunder.  The  thought  that  Bertha  Travis  and  her 
mother,  had  fallen  into  such  hands^  Aken^  not  calculated  to 
produce  any  serious  apprdteaaions  for  their  li^tea*— for  women 
are  not  usuaUy  riotfma  to  violestee  in  the  south -^  was  yet  very 
fj»r  .from  a '^iaiefiil..or  .aMuringv  on^  Theara.  w»re  otimfls  ta 
whiift  ayan  that  ofrvmidar  might  irtor  a  aompaxativel^  iwiaeial 
complexion. 

But  we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  with  the  mufeings  <^  6L 
Jnlien.     He  reached  Marion  after  dark,  and  made  his  report 
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The  swamp-fox  was  one  of  the  most  indulgent  of  commsndfln 
in  the  case  of  snch  of  his  officers  as  be  knew  to  be  faithftil  md 
honorable.  In  respect  to  Sinclair  and  St.  Jnlien,  he  was  very 
well  assured  that  neither  of  them  had  the  lightest  disposkkm 
to  skulk  from  duty.  The  Case  of  Sinclair  he  fidt  to  be  one  to 
justify  a  more  decided  departure  from  orders  than  the  one 
for  which  St  Julien  apologised.  Marion  was  not  only  no  Mar- 
tinet, but  he  was  perhaps  a  little  disposed  to  regard  the  regular 
service  as  quite  too  exacting,  and  as  not  sufficiently  reeogmttng 
the  claims  of  humanity.  But  for  the  crisis  in  army  afinrs, 
which  was  generally  supposed  to  be  pending — but  Uiat  he 
hoped  to  see  the  main  army  brought  into  the  field  in  twenty* 
four  hours,  and  Bawdon  forced  to  the  final  arbhraikient  of  the 
sword  in  that  space  of  time «— he  wonld  have  sufiered  St  Julien 
to  depart,  with  all  his  oommaad,  in  support  of  bis  fri^ftd.  It 
was  with  A  fediDg  of  great  uneasiness  that  he  resolved  not  to 
do  so ;  and  with  some  misgivings,  when  he  threw  himself  down 
beneath  bis  tree  that  night,  whether  he  had  not  been  a  little 
too  exacting,  in  not  tendering  him  the  leave  of  abeence,  inA 
his  troop,  which  might  better  enable  Sinclair  to  recover  Ins 
mistress. 

Meanwhile,  our  major  of  dragoons  crossed  the  Oaw-caw  and 
pressed  northward.  He  rode  till  night,  sometimes  fancying 
that  he  had  recovered  the  tracks  of  the  eairiage,  but  much  won- 
dering at  its  rapid  progress.  He  camped  at  night  in  a  thicket 
near  the  trail,  which  he  eouid  no  longer  pursue  in  the  dai^ness, 
and  resumed  the  chase  widi  the  dawn.  He  rode  half  the  day. 
but  rode  m  vain.  He  had  watdbed-  the  road  narrowly ;  locked 
lieedftilly  4it  every  oiosfHroad  and  tum-oot;  sear^ed  ot  in* 
quired  at  eveiy  home  or  hovel;  saw  wsthitag;  heard  Mdung; 
and,  at  the  close  of  another  day,  was  compelled  to  feel  that  he 
had  lort  all  traces  of  the  fugitives. 

Marion,  meanwhile,  with  his  brigade  of  mounted  men,  had 
rec^rossed  the  Oaw-*caw,  and  taken  pest  on  die  ncnrth  side  of  the 
creek  wUch  oresses  the  old  Onuigrtttrg  road  to  Ghranby,  torn 
milet  aiio<ve  the  village  .  H^te  ^  a>raitid:the-  apptoadi  of 
Greene,  maintaining,  all  the  while,  a  vigilant  watdi  upon  his 
cmemy  in  Orangeburg.  His  cavalry  wms  in  such  strength, 
compaiXMl  to  thot  of  Rawdon,  6i«t  lira  parties  approached  tha 
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Fillage,  and  swept  audaciouslj  around  it  without  challenge  or 
pTiTsait. 

On  the  10th  of  J11I7,  Greene  had  collected  together  most  of 
his  detachments^  and,  rein&nreed  by  Sumter  with  his  brigade/ and 
scHne  small  parties  of  militia,  he  marched  down  to  gire  his  en- 
emy battle.  After  he  had  joined  Marion,  it  was  found  that  the 
whole  American  army  numbered  a  little  over  two  thousand 
men;  but  of  these  only  eight  hundred  were  infantry.  The 
force  of  Bawdon,  including  Stewart's  cosmiand,  was  aboutsix- 
teen  hundred  disciplined  men,  and  perhaps  two  hundred  super- 
DUm^^ries  nppn  whom  no  reHaace  could  be  placed.  With  so 
small  a  force  of  infantry,  in  ptoportion  to  kis  caralry,  Greene 
could  not  have  encountered  Bawdon  in  a  |ntched  battle,  unless 
with  some  peculiar  advantage  of  position ;  while  Bawdon,  hav- 
ing no  cavalry,  eouU  venture^  upon  no  enterprises  which  might 
remove  him  &om  his  covered  position.  In  artillery  the  two 
armies  were  nearly  equal. 

At  the  point  where  Marion  (and  afterward  Greene)  took  post, 
only  four  miles  from  Bawdon's  garrison,  the  fact  of  doing  so 
was  an  invitation  to  battle.  To  take  ground  within  eight  or 
ten  miles  of  an  eDemy's  position  is  a  military  chall»ige.  But 
Rawdon  surveyed  his  aatagonist  fr^om  his  sheltered  places,  with 
a  grim  sort  of  contempt,  taking  no  notice  app^ently  of  the  in- 
dignity offered  him.  Nothing  would  have  better  pleased  this 
gentleman  than  to  march  out^  as  he  had  done  at  Camden,  and 
give  his  ^indent  opponent  battle.  But  he  had  too  much  at  stake 
to  peril  anything  for  the  present,  and  he  preferred  waiting  until 
the  arrival  of  Groger  from  Ninety^Six  should  give  him  such  a 
preponderating  force  as  would  make  the  issue  almost  certain  to 
be  fiuceefisfriL  His  hope  was  that  Greene,  pleased  with  the 
inortifying  position  in  whieh  his  j^esenoe  placed  the  British 
army,  would  linger  in  the  ne^hborhood  suiBciently  long  to  en- 
able him  to  realise  the  junction  with  Oruger.  He  took  no  oc- 
caaiim  therefore  to  show  disquiet,  or  to  beat  up  the  American 
quarters.  He  made  na  sorties ;  he  attempted  im  n^;otiatioins» 
Still  he  was  uneasy.  The  Americans  had  cut  off  his  resources. 
He  was  for  the  time  isolated.  The  parties  of  Marion  swept 
roui^d  him  hourly,  and  the  only  outiet  left  him  was  by  the 
bridge  over  the  Edisto  uid  into  the  forks  between  the  tw^ 
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branclies  of  that  Btreain,  which  liis  batteries  covered.  And  dn* 
was  a  region  which  was  now  almost  reduced  to  barrennesB. 

Greene  dreaded  ihe  appearance  of  Grn^r  quite  as  gre^lj 
as  Rawdon  desired  it.  He  knew  tbal  the  jnactkni  of  the  two 
would  increase  the  force  of  Rawdon  to  nearij  or  quite  three 
thousand  raen»  and  tliose  whom  Omger  bvoughtinth  him  were 
vet^ans,  and  not,  like  the  new  IHsh  regiments  of  Rawdon,  of 
uncertain  ^elitj.  He  determined,  Ihenefbre,  if  possible,  to  an- 
ticipate the  approach  of  Oruger^  by  foming  vJEUwdon  t#  battle. 

We  have  already  described,  the  position  of  Oraagebug,  but 
it  may  be  necessary  in  this  pkice«  to  state  that,  lying  en  the 
east  bank  of  the  North  Edisto^  the  river  so  winis  abent  it  as  tn 
cover  one  half  of  its  droum^renee.  To  the  north  and  south 
are  swamp6  and  rftvines,  which  not  only  foibid  the  free  use  €i 
cavalry *-*«in  which  so  nraeh  ef  Greene's  strength  consisted*— 
but  these  swamps  and  ra;dnes  make  so  near  an  approach  to 
each  other,  as  to  leave,  on  the  east  side,  Imt  a  narrow  istlnnns, 
uneven  and  broken,  upon  which  an  assailant  couid  operate. 
The  jail,  a  strong  brick  building  of  two  stories,  w«s  a  good 
substitute  for  a  redoubt,  and  this  building  with  others  cottCign' 
ous,  commanded  the  )4>proach.  AH  of  ^ese  Bawdon  ooeupied. 
The  crown  of  the  h^l,  on  which  this  bvilding  stood,  was  snft- 
ciently  spacious  for  the  formation  and  manoBuvres  of  t^  whole 
British  army.  To  these  chie^  defences,  when  yon  add  ihe 
houses  and  fences  of  the  town,  it  i^irill  be  seen  that,  against  a 
foree  consisting  chiefly  of  mounted  ^nHtiA,  tlie  plaee  wm  one  of 
considerable  strength. 

Greene's  reeanMonHmres^  which  ptM;  him  in  possession  of  liiese 
facts,  compelled  him  to  hesitate  in  his  €r8t  resolutioa  ef  foroii^ 
the  British  general  to  battle.  A  oonfn^ence  with  his  <^lteers— 
not  exactly  a  counoil  ef  war-^followed,  which  renrfted,  as 
usual  in  such  cases,  m  the  adoption  of  tl^e  safBt  policy ;  we  are 
not  prepared  to  say  the  wiser  ene*  The  Americans,  for  tiie 
moment,  were  in  high  spirits,  the  British  depressed  by  latigne, 
and  vexed  with  discontent  The  impedittients  of  the  ground 
were  not  such  as,  in  tie  prewent  stale  of  militaiy  sdience,  wouM 
be  caHed  strong.  The  houses  oecu]^  by  Bawdon,  widi  the 
exception  of  the  jinl,  were  wood.  The  emitience  tfcey  occu- 
pied was  exceedingly  slight  and  of  gradnd  rise.     The  q»- 
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proaches  might  be  made  on  several  quarters,  and  artillery  .night 
have  been  successfully  employed  upon  the  jaiL 

No  doubt  the  true  reason  why  the  assault  was  not  made,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  American  want  of  infantry  and  the  proper 
arms  and  implements.  •  With  a  thousand  bayonets,  supported 
by  artiUery,  and  accompanied  by  a  cloud  of  riflemen,  there  is 
no  question  that  the  natural  defences  of  the  place  would  have 
been  wholly  disregarded  and  easily  overcome.  Even  with  the 
force  he  had,  wexe  they  well  supplied  with  rations,  Greene 
might  have  made  a  successful  demonstration.  But  a  few  ounces 
ot  rtee»  and  two  ounces  of  lean  beef,  per  diem^  to  a  man  who  is 
expecte«l  to  chai^  up  a  rising  ground  in  the  iaee  of  a  woll^ 
appointed  garrison,  off^r  but  smaH  incentiTes  to  valiant  enter- 
prine. 

Contenting  liimself  with  mardiiog  before^  and  in  sight  of 
Rawdon's  positiou^  with  his  whole  army,  on  the  12th»  Greene 
tlien  drew  off  his  forces.  He  had  put  a  military  insult  upon 
hi»  enemy,  and  there  is  always  sone  satisfaetion  in  that  achieve^ 
menu  to  botli  regvlarft  and  militia.  He  drew  back  to  his  camp 
tliat  flight,  and  before  morning  was  advised  by  Us  sconttiiig 
parties  of  tlie  progress  downward  of  Cmger's  division.  In  an^ 
other  day  he  might  be  expeeted  to  arrive.  It  became  neces-i 
sary  to  prepafo  for  early  removal,  since  there  could  be  no  qnes* 
ticm  but  that  Rawdon,  as  soon  as  the  juncticm  could  be  made 
with  Gntgen  would  mardi  out,  and  wHh  a  force  with  whieb  the 
Americans  eould  hardly  hope  to  contend.  We  may  mentietty 
in  addition^  that  6reone*s  marches  had  not  been  made  wtdiout 
eonsiderable  exhaustion  to  his  own  troops.  His  in&ntry  needed 
rest.  It  was  rapidly  suecumblng  to  fa<»g«e,  the  waat  of 
proper  food  and  the  terrible  severity  of  the  clhoate.  But  a 
good  supper  on  the  Edisto  M$ta  necessary  to  fit  thera  for  Airth^r 
fatigues,  i(nd  for  this  the  camp*kettles  weve  pnt  in  requisitioii  at 
a  veiy  early  hour.  What  sort  of  supper  .was  to  be  had^  and 
where  it  was  to  come  iBrom,  were  questions  that  exercised  the 
conjectural  ingenuity  of  all  parties  to  a  Ictr  gieoier  extent  than 
did  the  f^ttiire  prospects  and  possibilities  of  die  war  I 
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CHAPTER   XLIII. 

THB    PROO   CONCERT   AND   CAMPAfON. 

The  atmj  of  Greene  were  taking  rest  for  the  firet  tine  fot 
Beveral  days,  at  the  close  of  that  whick  witnessed  their  insoltitig 
demonstrations  before  the  garrison  of  Orangeburg.  We  have 
seen  that  their  camp  lay  only  four  miles  from  that  villager— a 
mellow  sunset  overspread  the  scene,  and  gentle  broeses  from  the 
west  cooled  off  sweetly  the  heat  of  a  day,  the  ardency  of  which 
bad  severely  tried  ti*ied  all  parties.  The  utmost  languor  for 
a  while  pervaded  the  encampment.  .  The  troops  lay  about  upon 
tlie  grass,  under  the  trees,  with  half-shut  eyes,  ei\joying  that 
dreamy  sensation  which  supervenes  after  fatigue,  and  before 
recuperation-^muid  and  body  in  concert,  as  it  were,  for  mutual 
restoration.  But  few  of  the  groups  visible  in  our  foreground, 
were  capable  of  exertion,  and  but  fow,  indeed^  of  those  whom 
we  do  not  see,  were  any  more  equal  to  it  than  th^se  immediate- 
ly before  our  eyes.  Here  and  there,  waae  important  adjutant, 
ensign,  or  coq)oral,  might  be  found,  restlessly  empUyed,  giving 
orders  about  the  use  of  moonshme.  Troopers  who  had  thrown 
their  chief  burdens  on  the  loins  of  tlieir  horses*  weare,  perhaps, 
tiie  most  lively ;  and  groups  of  these  were  to  be  seen,  busy  in 
consuming  the  last  drops  of  simshiae  and  Jamaica  at  command, 
while  flirting  the  cards  M  *'  old  sle4ge"  from  well-thumbed  and 
greasy  packs  of  **  pictures,"  pitching  quoits,  or  grooming  horses. 
We  confess  that  Marion's  men  were  the  chief  sinners  after  this 
foshion ;  his  boys  of  Santee,  Pedee,  Waccamaw,  and  the  parish 
country  generally,  havhig  a  sort  ^f  natural  calling  for  the  fine 
arts,  were  busy  with  cards  and  coppers  at  every  rest  Cards 
and  dice  constituted  so  many  fine  arts  in  their  hands.  It  was 
the  boast  of  some  of  them  that  they  could  extract  all  sorts  of 
music,  fon,  and  philosophy,  from  the  four  aces. 
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To  this  general  rest  and  langaor  of  the  army,  there  were, 
howerer,  some  striking  exceptions.  The  command  of  Marion 
stretehed  toward  the  Gaw-csw.  /  In  the  woods  of  this  region,  an 
hour  before  sunset,  there  might  be  seen  a  squad  of  twenty 
troopers,  dark,  bronzed,  half-naked  young  savages,  following, 
with  some  interest,  the  speech  and  morements  of  a  large, 
broad-shouldered,  and  great-bellied  personage,  wearing  the 
uniform' — somewhat  doubtful,  indeed,  because  of  rents,  stains, 
and  defioiencies-*— of  a  captain  of  dragoons.  He  was  on  foot, 
and  by  no  means  active  of  movement,  though  taking  his  steps 
with  the  eonfidence  of  a  war-horse,  and  the  solid  firmness  of  an 
elephant  He  was  a  fine-lookrag  fellow,  in  spite  of  the  too 
great  obtrusion  upon  the  sight  of  his  abdominal  territory,  a  re- 
gion which  be>  nevertheless,  endearoi'ed  to  circinnseribe  within 
reasonable  bounds  by  a  girthing  of  leather,  only  half  covered 
with  a  crimson  sash,  which  no  doubt  had  the  desired  effect  in 
some  degree,  though  at  some  sacrifice  ot  the  wearer's  comforts 
His  face  was  full  almost  as  the  moon  at  full,  of  a  ruddy  brown, 
bk  bead  massivo,  chin  large  and  prominent  eyes,  bright  but 
small,  and  mouth  eager  with  animation.  His  nose  was  decided- 
ly intellectual.  At  his  elbow  stood  a  negro,  jacket  off,  and  arms 
akimbo,  who  ft>llowed  the  motions  of  his  superior  with  a  mixed 
air  of  defbrence  and  assurance.  Ajround  theto  two  the  troopers 
were  gathered.  Before  the  group,  slaughtered  and  skinned, 
hanging  f^om  a  tree,  was  one  of  the  lean  beeves  of  the  country 
—a  poor  skinny  beast,  weighing  some  two  hundred  poundb. 
gross,  bone,  meat, skin,  offal  1  Near  at  hand  stood  a  small,  rick- 
ety, oovered  wagon,  the  contents  of  which  we  may  coi\jeeturo. 
It  was  one  of  Marion's  recent  captures  fh)m  the  convoy  of 
Stewart  I  and  contained,  no  doubt,  some  resources,  the  value 
of  which  may  be  gnessed  from  the  mysterious  looks  which 
were,  every  now  and  then,  cast  upon  it  by  passing  groups  of 
thirsty  dragoons,  the  very  glances  of  whom  are  apt  to  burst 
looks,  and  cdnstmie  stores. 

Our  captain  was  busy  with  the  commissariat  of  the  brigad<» 
—not  as  the  liead  of  it,  by  no  means,  but  as  premier — head- 
counsellor,  and  legal  and  moral  adviser. 

"  I  tell  you,  Fickling,  it  will  never  do.  Tell  me  there  were 
no  better  beeves  to  be  had  !     You  have  just  taken  what  they 
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please  to  give  you.  You  are  too  modest*  It  k  th«  infirttiity 
of  your  family,  vbeneTer  the  interest  is  tiot  absolutely  and 
directly  your  own.  We  do  this  bttsiness  ef  foraging  for  all  ike 
anny,  yet  it  seems  that  the  meanest  share  is  always  to  fall  to 
us.  Tell  me  nothing  of  Colonel  Lee.  He  hat  an  independent 
legion;  let  him  pick  up  hid  own  beeves.  As  for  the  field- 
oifficers,  I  do  nut  see  tliat  their  official  position  confers  upon 
them  any  right  to  better  tastes  and  appetites  than  a  poor  cap- 
tain of  partisan  cavaby.  I  thank  my  stars  that  I  have  tastes 
which  are  as  well  cultivated  as  any  brigadier  or  colonel  in  tlie 
army.  And  shall  my  tastes  be  defiranded,  beeaose  these  epaii- 
letted  buffaloes  are  greedy r  and  you  are  meaiy-moatlied  I  Why 
the  devil  don't  yon  assert  youi-self,  man,  and  assist  os,  as  yoa 
should,  when  the  distribution  of  the  beef  takes  place  f  You  are 
a  fool,  Fickling,  for  your  submission !  Colonel  Lee's  maa  steps 
before  you,  and  says, '  Colonel  Lee ;'  and  Colonel  Waahiaglon'a 
roan  starts  up,  and  says,  'Cf^onel  Washington'-^aad  these, 
and  a  score  of  others,  even  while  they  speak,  clap  hands  on 
the  best  pieces,  and  choose  the  fattest  flanks ;  and  when  lUl  are 
served,  you  steal  np,  with  finger  in  yotir  month,  and  mnrmnr, 
'  Is  anything  left  for  General  Marion  V  Is  tiiat  the  way  to  do 
business  f  I  tell  yon,  *  No,  sir  T  Your  true  way  is  to  take  tlie 
best  that  offers — lay  bold  hands  on  it — nay,  thmst  it  tbroi^ 
with  your  naked  sabre,  and  say, '  MaiKte*^  brand !'  De  the 
thing  as  you  should,  with  the  proper  look  and  manner,  and  not 
a  rapscallion  in'  the  army,  representing  no  matter  what  divisioxi, 
dare  lay  hands  on  it  after  that !  If  &ey  do,  let  me  be  at  yo«ir 
elbow  next  time,  with  two  or  three  feUoira  of  my  cheonag  l** 

*•  But,  Captain  Porgy— " 

*'  But  me  no  bnts,  Mr.  Fickling.  Ill  have  yon  out  of  your 
office,  if  you  do  not  but  against  tiiis  sort^  of  fUstribotion.  Yoaj 
are  to  provide  us ;  and,  if  you  do  not  comprehend  Aat  our  sol 
diers  are  just  as  deserving  of  good  food  at  any  coQitnentals  in 
the  service,  you  are  not  fit  for  our  service,  and  I'll  hare  yon 
out  of  it.  Oeneral  Marion  himself  submits  quite  too  much  to 
ibis  sort  of  treatment.  If  there  is  a  fine  horse  in  ^e  brigade, 
it  is  immediately  wanted  for  some  one  of  Lee's  dragoons ««<^8oaRC 
d-^  henchman  or  bugleman— and  off  the  colonel  goes  to 
Oreoni"  and  tdls  him  that  liis  legion  wants  horses,  Md  thaf 
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Marion  has  enougli  and  to  spare,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  dis- 
motint,  and  provide  other  people.  Yet  are  wo  kept  day  ancs 
nigbt  on  tbe  trot— *  off  to-day  for  the  Pon-pon  and  Savannah, 
to-mon-ow  for  the  P«d«e  —  now  running  down  tones,  now  cat- 
tlo.:  seeking  informaftk>n,  sooutiiig,  spying,  called  out  at  all 
hours;  and  how  is  this  to  be  done,  if  we  are  to  give  up  our 
horses.  The  brigade  has  covered  all  this  low  cMrntry,  fixnn  the 
P<e4ee  to  the  Bavsnnah,  for  three  years  and  more,  and  tbe  best 
that  is  got  in  the  forays  that  we  alone  make,  are  served  out  to 
iheso  hungry  feedertfr  I  wo&'t  submit  to  it.  "They  shall  neither 
Itave  my  horses  u^  my  eaitle ;  and  if  yon  take  any  more  0neh 
beef  as  this,  Pickling,  when  better  is  to  be  had,  we'll  tarn  you, 
nock  and  heels,  out  of  your  department" 

"But,  Captain  Poegy— " 

**8eei:oit!'' 

"But—" 

"  See  to  it !     'ThtLVs  all !     I  say  no  more — to  you ! — Tom !'' 

-Sahr 

**  Get  our  share  of  that  carrion  !  See  what  you  can  do  with 
It.  We  must  iMve  soup,  I  suppose.  Make  a  pilaw.  We  have 
plenty  of  pepper  now.  You  ean  hardly  get  a  decent  steak  from 
the  beast.  But  Ao  what  you  ean.  I  must  see  af^er  something 
more.  We  are  to  have  company  to-night.  I  hove  asked  the 
great  men,  the  big-wigs,  the  governor,  Oenerak  Marion  and 
Sumter,  the  colonels  of  the  brigade,  Maham,  Singleton,  and 
a  few  others.  Have  everything  ready  by  ten  o*e}oek.  Did 
you  succeed  in  getting  any  melons  V* 

"  I  empty  one  patch,  maussa.'' 

"  Whose  r' 

"  I  dunn  know  quite  'zackly,  but  he's  a  ficP  jes'  yer  on  do 
back  ob  de  village.    De  melons  is  quite  'spectable." 

*  Riper 

^  As  de  sunshine  kin  make  'em.^ 

*'  Good !  Do  as  much  stealing  in  an  honest  way  as  you  can  1 
1>— ^  the  patriotism  that  can't  eat  stolen  fruits  V* 

"  Wha'  else  you  giiine  hab,  maussa.*' 

"  Who  knows  what  I  can  get  1  I  must  look.  There  ought  tc 
tie  frog^'her6  in'  abotrndanee,  and  of  good  size.  Not  such  as  we 
tin  And'  in  Aric^f  ^reserx'e,  Toiai«  but  passable  in  war-time,  and 
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delicate  enough  for  hot  weather.  I  shall  look  o«t  ftr  a  yong 
alligator  or  two." 

"  Datll  do !  Gi'  me  two  joong  alligator  tail,  and  do  fineg, 
and  I  gi'  you  fns'  rate  tnttk  sonp  and  haU,  and  steak." 

"  Must  have  a  ragout,  Tom.  Have  yen  seen  no  pigs  aboot. 
Tom !" 

<'  Nebber  y w  de  fns'  squeak,  manssa." 

•'Well" — with  a  grunt  — "we  must  do  as  we  can.  OeaM, 
boys,  are  you  ready?" 

"  Ay,  ay,  captain !"  ficom  a  score  of  Toiees;  and  a  dasen  ac- 
tive young  fellows  presented  thentselves,  anned  with  woodem 
spears  and  knives. 

••Where's  George  Denniaon?" 

A  voice  answered  from  the  foot  of  -a  tree. 

-  Come  along,  George ;  don't  be  la«y.  What  you  shatt  see 
this  evening  will  enable  you  to  beat  Homer  in  a  new  epic,  in 
which  cranes  and  frogs  shall  figure  to  posterity.** 

And,  following  the  corpulent  captain,  the  whole  party  pushed 
down  to  the  swamp. 

"There's  a  battalion  for  you,  George  Demiison.  Not  a 
rascal  under  six  feet — half  a  doaen  nearer  seven.  I  chose 
them  specially  for  the  expedition.  They  are  our  cranes,  and 
are  all  eager  for  the  war/' 

••  And  the  frogs  ave  sounding  for  the  coniiet.  Hear  their 
tongues,  already.  The  concert  for  the  evening  is  begun.  Hear 
the  chirruping  overture:— 

♦• « Fry  baeoD— tea-Ubl« ! 
Cojong!  eoyongt  ooyoagt 
Supper  on  table — supper  on  table, 
£at  if  jonVe  able  I 
Blood  AD*  'ounda— blood  an'  'oanda' 

"  By  the  way,  captain,  a  frog  concert,  would  not  be  a  bad 
speculation  in  the  great  cities  of  Europe.  How  a  score  or  two 
of  musical  fellows,  who  had  once  or  twice  slept  in  our  swamps, 
or  lingered  after  sunset  along  our  rice-fields,  would  make  capi- 
Ul  out  of  it !  And  such  a  sensation.  What  a  hnrlyArarly, 
subdued  to  order,  they  could  make  of  it" 

«  No  doubt  I  The  notes  anc(  .^tpef  »fitfMMMMMilVA^ 
^fomuf  /     It  is  a  rare  original  mi^^  ^j] 
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iu  iiiakiiig  tLe  mnsic  tributary  to  satire.  The  frogs  should  fur- 
nish a  running  commentary  on  the  follies  and  vices  of  society. 
as  in  Aristophanes,  only  adapted  to  our  times.  It  would  task 
art  admirably  to  work  out  of  it  an  opera ^- the  Lores  of  the 
Frogs !  Little  Squeaka,  the  dreaming  sentimental  damsel,  just 
emerging  into  society — coming  out;  in  her  train  some  half  a 
dozen  Jockos — minnows  of  fashion,  that  sing  in  a  Ipve-lisp 
always  —  Theruhina!  ah!  Thembina!  Oh  the  rich  fun  of  such 
a  farcical !  Of  what  a  delightfnl  variety  would  the  affair  admit ! 
The  lover,  the  villain,  the  priest,  the  mother — all  the  usual 
varieties,  not  forgetting  Arlecchino.  Of  course,  the  frogs  are 
not  less  fortunate  than  their  betters.  They  have  a  Jack  Pud- 
ding among  them.     The  squirrels  have  I  know." 

'* Don't  forget  the  duenna!      Hear  her  falsetto,  squeaking 
through  A  score  of  crevices  in  her  broken  teeth : — 

"*0n  jour  koee%  O, 
Not  a  sneeze,  O, 
Don't  you  bear  your  mother  coming  P 
•To  be  kissed,  0, 
By  the  priest,  0, 
fa  the  saintliest  sort  of  mumming  ' 

"•O,  alack,  O, 
Such  a  smack,  0, 
Makes  the  yery  echoes  Jealous;* 
'But  it  proves,  O, 
Holy  loves,  O, 
Most  particularly  BealousL* 

"'Hark  that  drummingf 
'Mother  coming  I' 
'And  that  pother f 
"Tisyourfstherl' 
'Awful  4ound^  01* 
•Blood  and 'ounds^  01'— 

"In  foil  fresco  swells  the  ohoru% 
IVom  the  motley  group  before  us; 

Sighing,  swelling, 

Barking,  belling — 
Such  a  moaning,  such  intoning; 
So  maeh  groaning,  honing,  droning; 
Oalliog;  CslUng,  bawling;  drawling,    . 
Speaking,  shrieking,  squeezing,  squeaking; 


512  THE  FOBATEBS. 

"  All  stibsiding  to  a  qtiirer. 
And  A  diiror, 

OdIj  to  Meead,  in  timndei; 
Boiling  up  and  roaring  under — 
Blood  and  'onnda^  Ot  blood  and  'oimd^  Of 
Awful  aounds,  breaking  bounday 
Setting  all  the  woods  a-ehaking; 
Setting  all  the  bog  a-quaking; 
All  the  kwanipjr  empire  waking; 
With  the  eternal  M#od  iin4  'oondi^  O 

** Bending,  raging; 
Bkttle  wagini^ 
Tond  ail  muaical  aasuaging— 
O'er  nil  mortal  toands  uproarioqi^ 
0*er  nil  mortal  tenae  victorious^ 
like  the  diapnson  glorious, — 
That  through  pipes  and  stops^ 
Shrieks,  and  bound^  and  hop€^ 
Foams,  and  friskv,  and  frolics, 
Bolls  and  rages,  rooks  and  rollioki^ 
Peeking  every  hiortal  stopper,  ali  I 
Of  the  grand  Italian  opera T 

Thus  it  was  that  tbe  rustic  poet  of  the  partisaus,  gave  fort' 
extempore  an  embodiment  of  the  music  of  the  frogpondians. 

"Hurrah!"  cried  Porgy,  "hurrah,  Geor^ie  -whj,  man,  you 
are  native,  to  frog  manor  born,  with  all  the  jtipes  and  bellows 
of  the  swamp  in  your  own  wind-bags ;  or  to  requite  yon  in  yonr 

own  coin : — 

"Worthy  Tenison, 
Geordie  Dennison, 
You  will  soon  require  a  stopper,  O, 
Scaring  off  with  greater  clamor. 
Every  leap-frog  from  hid  amour. 
Turning  every  mother*s  son  of  'em 
Making  fun  of 'em, — 
To  a  hopper  off,  from  a  hopper,  01* 

And  thus  doggrelizing  as  they  went,  the  two  led  their  laugh 
ing  cohort  down  into  the  swamp. 

The  Caw-caw  was  in  ^11  concert.  Bull  and  bell,  squeak  and 
shriek,  moan  and  groan.  All  the  artistes  were  in  exereise,  en- 
gaged, no  doubt,  in  some  rehearsal,  preparatorjr  to  some  great 
ceremonial — the  bridal,  possibly,  of  the  young  princess  of  th«> 
pondians. 
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Porgy  and  Lis  corps,  with  their  pointed  spears  of  wood, 
wooden  JTorks,  baskets,  and  knives,  stole  down  into  the  laguncs. 
What  a  picture  for  the.  stage !  What  an  action  for  the  hur- 
lesqne  drama !  But  the  matter  was  a  serious  one  enough  fox 
one  of  thf  parties.  Long  will  the  frogs  of  tliat  ilk  remember^ 
with  wailing  the  raid  of  the  craifes  of  that  day.  Could  you 
have  seen  those  long,  gaunt  backwoodsmen,  each  with  shaft, 
prong,  or  trident,  striding  hither  and  thither  in  the  bog  and 
lake,  striding  right  and  left,  poised  above  their  great-eyed  ene- 
mies, and  plunging  forward  to  grapple  the  wounded  and  squal- 
ling victim  before  he  should  sheer  offi  or,  as  George  Dennison 
aaid  afterward,  describing  the  affair  in  sonorous  heroics : — 

**Coq1|J  you  hKV  Been  that  theatre  of  fveg% 
As  eadi  in  due  deUglit  nnd  bog.iioinei'sad, 
Sprawled  out,  at  leuglh,  in  eliine  ODd  sundy  bed; 
Great  legs  of  green  or  brown  outstretching  wii)e; 
Great  amas  throvirn  out  ns  if  eiubmcing  heaven ; 
With  eyei  ^laiinf^,  big  as  BtiUaoe  grapes, 
Upturned,  and-gloaAing  as  wi^h  rfiftevous  rage; 
Great  flattened  jaws^  that^  ever  and  afioa, 
Distending  witli  volurainoiis  harnDonies, 
Sent  fortli  their  correspondences  of  sound, 
In  due. obedience  to.  the  oboragua, 
Who  sUn,  at  proper  intertals.  pour*d  lut 
The  graii4  refrain — sonoreM,  9Wi>1Iing  still, 
Tilly  at  the  \$t^  the  apex  dtnf>nao« 
Wiis  caught^  WAS  woo,  in  gloriouji  *  Ulood  aud  '000984*^ 

II  was  a  war  of  shallow  waters.  Habitual  croakers  are  only 
justified  when  they  perish.  They  have  nothing  to  coAiplaiu  of. 
They  always  seem  to  anticipate  their  fate,  and  this  seems  to 
prove  it  only  just  execution  after  judgment— which,  of  course, 
is  legal  and  becoming.  Our  partisans  had  grown  expert  in  this 
sort  of  warfare.  The  Caw-caw  swamp  was  a  region  in  which 
the  frogs  held  populous  communities  and  cities,  and — you  know 
the  proverb — "Thick  grass  is  easier  cut  than  thin."  It  was  a 
massacre !  Every  spearman  could  count  his  score  or  two  of 
slain,  and,  really,  a  very  pretty  spectacle  they  made  when, 
emerging  from  the  swamp,  each  carried  his  victims  aloft,  trans- 
fixed upon  a  sharp  and  slender  rod,  run  through  at  the  neck, 
eyes  wider  than  ever,  and  legs  and  arms  spread  about  in  all 
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dircctiouc.  Nor  was  this  all.  No  less  than  three  young  alliga- 
tors and  three  times  as  many  terrapins  were  surprised  and  cap- 
tured, almost  without  a  struggle,  and  home  off  in  triumph  to 
the  camp !  The  wailing  in  the  Caw-caw.  that  night  was  not 
greatly  lessened  by  the  loss  ,of  so  many  sonorous  voices,  since 
we  may  reasonably  suppose  that  maternal  suffering  sent  up 
such  extra  clamors  for  the  absence  of  precious  youn^  ones,  as 
more  than  atoned  for  the  diminished  forces  of  the  community. 

"  On  your  lives,  boys,  not  a  word  of  what  we  have  been  do- 
ing," said  Gaptaiii  Porgy.     They  all  swore  to  keep  faith. 

"There  are  thousands  of  clever  people  in  the  world,"  lie 
V  added,  "  who  require  to  be  surprised  into  happiness.  Some  of 
my  guests,  to-night,  are  probably  of  this  description.  I  shall 
teach  them  a  new  pleasure^* nay,  a  new  moral  in  a  new  pleas- 
ui-e — teach  them  how  absurd  it  is  to  despise  any  of  the  gifts 
of  Providence." 

And,  following  out  this  policy,  it  was  with  great  sttcrecy  that 
the  spoils  of  the  frog  campaign  were  conveyed  to  his  quarters, 
and  delivered  over  to  the  custody  of  Tom,  his  cook.  Tom,  we 
may  add,  like  every  sensible  cook,  made  a  sufficient  mystery  of 
his  art  to  keep  prying  curiosity  away  from  the  kitchen  when- 
ever he  was  engaged  in  any  of  his  culinary  combinations.  Let 
us  leave  these  for  other  parties,  and  for  proceedii^  of  more 
imposing  consequence  if  less  attractive  perfbrmance.  We  shall 
seek  to  be  present  when  sapper  is  on  the  table. 
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While  our  cranes  were  busied  in  the  assault  upon  the  green 
jackets  of  the  pond,  the  American  general  had  assembled  about 
him,  in  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  his  encampment,  all  the  leading 
persons  of  his  army.  Sentinels  were  duly  stationed  around  for 
the  keeping  off  of  intruders.  The  assembly  was  a  somewhat 
primitive  one  in  the  fashion  of  its  grouping,  if  not  its  materials 
The  greensward  offered  the  only  seats.  The  green  boughs  of 
oak  and  pine  furnished  the  only  roofing.  A  few  logs  afforded 
places  for  persons  of  distinction ;  but  the  greater  number  were 
£ain  to  make  themselves  level  with  the  green  bosom  of  their 
mother  earth — at  this  season  covered  with  a  plentiful  clothing 
of  verdure ;  crab-grass  and  crowfoot,  to  say  nothing  of  dock, 
fern,  and  a  pretty  variety  of  wild  flowers.  General  Greene  re- 
ceived the  several  persons  as  they  presented  themselves.  He 
was  a  person  of  imposing  size  and  figure — too  portly  for  the 
ethereal,  but  of  goodly  make  for  a  major-general  of  provincials 
—of  fine,  commanding  form — of  mild,  intelligent  countenance, 
which  a  slight  obliquity  in  one  of  his  eyes  did  not  impair :  of 
simple  manners,  easy  and  not  ungraceful  carriage.  Oreene  was 
a  man  of  good  military  abilities; — we  are  not  prepared  to  call 
them  extraordinary ; — of  cool,  sedate  mind,  and  ready  resource ; 
not  very  daring ;  not  brilliant  of  conception ;  too  Fabian  of 
policy  for  the  proper  use  of  cavalry — which  implies  the  neco^ 
iity  of  daring ;  and  perhaps  a  little  wanting  in  that  promptness 
which  secures  and  Axes  victory  at  the  moment  of  crisis,  when 
she  trembles  from  side  to  side,  uncertain  where  to  settle.  Tn 
the  sort  of  warfkre  which  he  was  called  upon  to  conduct,  during 
the  war  of  the  Sevolntion,  in  the  South,  he  was  particularlv 
TMefuU  perhaps,  because  of  his  caution — in  not  perilling  the 


Oi6  THE  FORAYERSt. 

cause  upon  any  single  action,  where  defeat  migbt  bo  certain 
ruin,  and  in  tempering  a  very  sanguine  and  impetuous  people. 
He  was  cautious,  like  Washington  ;  but  in  greater  djegree 
*han  Washington ;  and  did  not  aim  at  any  brilliant  performan- 
ces. In  a  service  so  inexperienced  as  that  of  the  American, 
during  the  Revolution,  and  with  such  incoherent  elements  to 
manage,  caution,  perhaps,  was  an  clement  of  the  greatest  itiili- 
tary  virtue  in  a  general.  It  might  lose  many  opportunities,  and 
very  possibly  did,  but  it  incurred  no  extraordinary  perils,  such 
as  might  not  be  repaired  without  great  embarrassment 

The  bluff,  manly  person  and  well4>rQii9God  face  of  Wflllam 
Washington,  a  man  even  more  massy,  of  boild  than  Qreene^  wftt 
the  first  to  present  itself.  Washington  was  famous,  at  »  charge. 
He  affected  no  militaiy  refinements  or  science.  Tbere  is  our 
enemy.  He  is  in  the  way.  No  more  was  Becessaryi.  Wa^ 
ingtou  understood  the  rest,  and  rushed  at  once  feo  his  peEfon»- 
ance.  And  Marion  followed,  sligjht  of  form,  brown  of  aapeet. 
with  his  keen  black  eyes,  and  vulture^like  hook  of  nose,  ftomaa 
all  over ;  quiet  of  manner,  retiring  of  habit ;  nndislii^isbed  m 
carriage ;  and,  next  to  Pickens,  one  of  the  most  uiqnresiiming 
of  persons*  almost  shy  and,  timid  of  approach  in  society.  Too 
modest,  in  fact,  for  the  assertion  of  bis  own  rights. 

Harry  Lee»  of  the  legion,  next  presented  himself  a  pcsson  of 
much  more  pretension  savd  of  genuine  dragoon  awdaeity ;  arkem 
spirited  soldier ;  who  kept  his  legion  in  first-nate  orders  at  the 
expense  of  everybody  else ;  something  of  a  martinet;  sometbini* 
of  a  carpet  knight ;  but  full  of  talent»  vhieh  only  needed  ft  more 
wholesome  training,  to  develop  into  fh-st^ral^  ezcaUenoe.  Ha 
took  the  generars  hand,  smiled  oomplacently  aroiuid  upon  thft 
^'oup ;  sauntered  about  for  a  whilcj ;  bis  drago<m  sword  jostling 
the  gpround  as  he  walked,  as  was  d^  ^my:  with  Tarleton's^  from 
its  great  length.  He  seemed  quite  too  mercurial  to  seek  a  seat. 
He  kept  the  turf  until  he  suddenly  encountered  the  sardonic 
smile  of  Sumter ;  when  he  let  himself  down  quietly  enongb  upon 
the  roots  of  an  oak,  and  watched  the  approach  sf  th^  snocessivs 
parties  to  the  conference. 

SumterVfino  features  weore  remarkaUy  composed ;  eon^esed, 
perhaps,  with  some  effort  ^^^  Dor  Sumter  was  ia£  no  good  faamoor 
-■'ith  Greene  or  Lee  at  this  period.    He  Uioaght  hknsclf  wreni^ 
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by  boHi.  The  latter  had  eontiTred  to  give  offence  to  both  him- 
self and  Mariop,  by  bw  propensity  to  overbear  and  manage  ;  and 
Greene  bad  somewhat  become  the  instniment,  blind  or  otlier- 
wise,  of  this  dashing  self-complacency  of  the  legionary  colonel. 

Bttt  Greene  had  erred,  besideSi  of  his  own  head,  and  both  of 
the  partisan  generals,  Snmter  and  Marion,  were  by  tliis  time 
made  aware  that,  while  dealing  with  them,  quietly,  in  the  hjtnd* 
8om est  terms  of  compliment,  he  haid  been  writing  letters  to 
other  persons  which  spoke  slightingly  of  diemselves,  tlieir 
followers,  and  performancee.  Perhaps,  bnt  for  Bntledge,  both 
of  them  wonld  long  befoi^e  have  abandoned  the  service.  Marion 
^d  seek  an  occasion  to  resign,  from  ofibncea^en received;  and 
Sumter  finally  disbanded  his  brigade,  in  indignation,  not  long 
after  this  very  council    « 

But  Hutledge  himself  appears,  having  reached  the  camp  an 
bovnr  beibre.  He  is  followed  by  Colonel  Williams,  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  army,  a  Marylander  of  good  abilit4es ;  cool,  cir* 
cumspect,  vigilant,  and  of  considerable  military  talents.  Oolonel 
Garrington  tame  with  him — a  high-toned  officer,  in  whose 
judgment  Greene  entertained  considerable  confidence. 

These  were  all  present  at  the  conference,  which  was  not  a 
council  of  war,  by  the  way,  but  a  sort  of  military  conference  for 
the  interchange  of  opinions.  Greene  welcomed  them  all  with 
proper  breedings  offered  then  pleasantly  a  choice  of  seats,  and» 
m  a  few  brief  femarke,  congratulated  them  on  the  prospect  of 
a&irs.  He  then  motioned  Butledge,  with  whom  he  h^  already 
enjoyed  a  private  conversation.  To  Butledge  he  was  greatly 
disposed  to  defer,  finding  him,  as  he  himself  confesses,  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  persons  he  had  ev^er  met. 

And  he  «vi#  such  !  The  genius  of  John  Butledge  was  emi- 
nently executive.  He  possessed  that  grand  sweep  of  vision,  in 
civil  affairs,  which,  in  the  military,  is  perhaps  somewhat  dis- 
paraged by  the  French  descriptive  phrase-*- the  cawp  d'mL 
With  a  grasp  of  the  eye  he  not  only  took  in  tlie  whole  field,  in 
generals,  but  he  grouped  the  details  of  it,  in  proper  relationship, 
and  at  the  same  glance,  with  equal  confidence  and  facility. .  His 
mind  was  wide,  expaneive,  penetrating — KBd-^hwutL  All  its 
instincts,  if  we  may  so  speak,  were  tmthftU.  The  true  was  its 
uatuial  aim ;  its  impulsive  fte^king .    Me  wim  at  once  finank  and 
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caruest;  lieace.  he  was  a  poplar  orator  of  great  commang, 
ready  at  the  emergency,  and  always  compelling  reapeet,  and 
wimiing  confidence.  He  waa  bojd,  ardent,  just  He  conceived 
readily 'the  grandeur  of  the  trust  xeposod  in  him,  and  he  had  no 
such  small  passions  as  could  divei^t,  or  dissuade,  from  its  exec^ 
tion.  He  merged — and  this  is  the  grand  secret  of  patriotism 
always-— he  merged  his  individual  pride  and  pleasure — hit 
mind  and  his  affections,  equftlly,  in  the  cause  which  he  had  un- 
dertaken. We  hardly  expiress  our  fiill  meaning  in  these  words. 
He  was  not,  briefly,  so  much  John  Butledge,  as  the  man  of  the 
times  and  country.  In  these  he  lived,  and  was  properly  him- 
self. He  was  at  onoe  an  individual  and  a  representative  man ! 
and  such  are  the  greiateiBt  1 

He  spoke — and  with  that  ease,  sweetness,  strength,  and  ear- 
nestness, which  command  attention  a&d  secure  confldeace. 
His  words  entwed  men's  ideas,  and  gate  them  the  necessary 
utterance.  Not  a  man  present  but  fancied,  as  he  spoke,  that  he 
himself  had  furnished  the  motif  for  every  syllable  that  was 
uttered. 

"  I  congi*atulate  you,  general,  and  you  gentlemen,  all,  at  this 
present  meeting,  and  under  such  favorable  auspices.  Our  af- 
fairs, in  one  little  month,  have  wonderfully  brightened.  The 
prospect  is  now  good,  that  we  shall  compel  our  enemy  very 
soon  to  lift  his  foot  entirely  from  the  breast  of  our  little  state. 
Tou  have  already  freed  her,  in  great  pari^  frcmi  his  iron  foot- 
steps. He  has  been  driven  from  all  his  strongholds  in  the  in- 
terior. His'  fortresses,  everywhere,  have  been  dismantled.  0am- 
deu  is  now  ours  ;  Ninety-8ix,  Augusta,  Granby,  Forts  Galphin* 
Grierson,  Motte;  and  it  needs  but  a  thousand  bayonets  to  expel 
him  from  the  post  of  Orangeburg,  which  lies  before  us  now  I 
And  this  conquest,  under  our  present  auspices,  can  not  long  be 
wanting.  You  have  cireumscribeu  his  bounds,  and  it  is  only 
Between  the  Santee  and  the  Edisto,  that  he  makes  a  show  of 
pDssession ;  and  it  is  only  in  the  garrison  of  Charleston  that  he 
makes  any  show  of  security.  Ihre^  if  he  dares  to  linger  until 
we  can  recruit,  we  have  him— to  be  destroyed  at  pleasure^  like  an 
elephant  in  a  morass.  These,  gentlemen,  have  beea  the  firuita  of 
our  toils  since  the  opening  of  the  ^ptesent  campa%n.  They  are 
•uffieiently  encouraging-  to  jus^^  the  most  sanguine  h^pes,  that 
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we  Bhall  finally  expel  the  invader  from  his  secnrities — from  all 
our  tenrUorj-,  even  before  the  close  of  the  present  season. 

"  But  you  need  respite !  Our  summer  is  even  more  tcmbly 
hostile  to  man  than  the  winters  of  Siberia !  Tour  toils  have 
been  already  too  much  prolonged,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
those  who  have  so  nobly  come  to  our  succor,  from  the  sister 
states  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Iforth  Carolina,  and  Delaware. 
We,  who  know  oir  climate,  must  not  suffer  your  patriotism  to 
peril  your  lives,  unnecessarily.  You  must  bo  respited  !  You 
must  seek  the  salubrious  hills  of  the  San  tee,  where  I  have 
already  made  such  provisions  for  your  comfort,  as  was  possible 
to  our  resources.  There,  your  general  can  reorganize  his  in- 
fantry, and  establish  it  on  a  better  footing  for  performance. 
There,  while  you  rest,  you  will  probably  receive  such  supplies 
from  Congress,  of  arms  and  ammunition,  as  ivill  enable  you  to 
face,  and  grapple  with  the  best-appointed  veterans  of  Europe. 
I  am  promised  these  supplies,  and  doubt  not  that  we  shall  sea- 
sonably receive  them. 

"  Meanwhile,  our  cavalry  and  mojintcd  riflemen,  in  which  lies 
oiw  greatest  strength,  need  not  be  idle.  I  am  about  to  propose 
to  them  a  service,  in  which,  I  am  sure,  their  patriotism  will  not 
fail,  and  from  which  I  hope  that  wo  shall  derive  the  happiest 
advantages  to  the  country.  You  have  seen  with  what  efficacy 
we  wrought,  when  our  troops  "^ere  thrown  between  the  out- 
posts of  the  enemy,  and  his  base  of  operations.  We  have  seen 
that  the  movement  has  compelled  l^im  to  contract  his  circle  of 
control,  within  the  narrowest  limits.  I  am  for  pursuing  the 
same  process,  for  compelling  him  to  quit  all  his  interior  posts — 
Orangeburg,  Eutaw,  Wan  toot,  Watboo,  Biggin,  Monk's  Comer, 
and  Dorchester — by  once  more  passing  between  him  and  his 
Charleston  garrison.  With  the  overwhelming  force,  in  cavalry, 
which  we  command,  we  can  cut  him  ofTfVom  all  supplies — fVom 
all  communication  —  and  alarm  him  lest  he  himself  be  cut  off  in 
the  interior.  To  do  this,  all  that  needs,  is  to  hurl  our  mounted 
men  across  the  country,  from  Orangeburg  to  the  seaboard, 
covering  the  space,  patrolling  it  everywhere,  cutting  his  scattered 
bands  to  pieces,  and  thundering  at  the  very  gates  of  Charleston. 
If  this  proceeding  does  not  make  the  British  lion  turn  tail 
on  the  Edistd  fbr  ever,  he  is  of  much  toii^icr  -material  than 
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we  bav«  ever  found  him  jet !  Do  not  understand  me  as  dis- 
posed to  disparage  his  courage  or  his  firmness,  his  valor  or  his 
resources ;  but  onlj  to  say  that  our  process  is  one  to  shake  even 
a  greater  firmness  and  courage,  than  he  has  ever  yet  shoMm« 
brave,  and  stubborn,  and  audacious  as  he  is  !  What  think  jou, 
gentlemen,  of  the  scheme  of  opcrations«  It  is  understood,  gen- 
tlemen«  that  the  call  is  for  vnhmUai — it  is  not  an  abaolute 
command  for  service !  It  appeals  to  a  portion  only  of  the  army, 
and  presupposes  repose  for  the  reat.  To  command  this  would 
be  a  hardship.  To  appeal  to  the  mounted  mMi,  by  whom  aloM 
the  duty  can  be  done,  is  all  that  remains  to  me,  as  governor  of 
the  state.     I  wait  for  yom*  reply." 

Sumter  instantly  amjwered : — 

"  The  scheme  ia  a  good  one,  governor — admirable,  in  &ct 
— and  can  hardly  fail  to  produce  the  results  expected.  I  pre- 
sume you  can  hardly  doubt  that  I  am  ready  at  any  moment. 
I  think  I  may  safely  answer  foi  my  command.'' 

"  What  says  General  Marion  V* 

Marion  smiled  as  ho  answered  : — 

*'  I  am  so  constantly  in  tlTo  saddle,  governor,  that  I  am  afraid 
I  should  find  sommer  quai-ters  tedious.  You  will  please  take 
for  granted  that  my  people  are  prepared  for  duty." 

"  Colonel  Lee  ? —  Colonel  Washington  ?" 

Lee  answered  for  the  legion;  and  Washbgton  made  his 
great  sabre  answer  for  him,  drawing  it  half  out,  and  thrusting 
it  back  with  a  clang  that  sounded  effectively  his  only  half- 
spoken  sentence  of  apfa*obation.  He  was  a  man  of  few  words, 
and  his  bi*ight,  upward  look,  declared  his  readiness  for  a  share 
in  the  enterprise. 

It  was  then  scanned  in  all  its  details. 

**  And  now,"  said  Ilutledge,  **  if  you  will  suffer  me,  Greneial 
Greene,  I  will  nominate  General  Sumter  fpr  the  command  of 
the  whole  enterprise." 

Greene  bowed  his  head  affirmatively,  and  Sumter  quickly  said : 

"  I  am  ^'eatly  honored*  sir,  in  your  own  and  the  choice  of 
the  governor.  I  accept  the  appointment  with  pride,  and  tniBt 
that  my  abilities  will  prove  worthy  of  your  confidence ;  will 
equal,  with  proper  performance,  my  own  desires,  and  realize  all 
the  results  which  ypu  anticipate  from  the  Q3(peditiQiu'* 
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Hotledge  eontintied  ^-:> 

"  Gcmeral  Marion  gives  me  to  understand,  General  Snmtei; 
Ibat  he  will  gladly  serve  under  joor  banner :  I  know  that  he 
will  admirably  and  earnestly  second  all  your  enterprises;  I 
take  for  granted  that  you  will  be  supported  with  equal  ardor 
by  (3olone]s  Washington  and  Lee,  Colonels  Jjacy  and  Singleton, 
the  Hamptons,  Taylor,  Maham  and  Harden ;  all,  I  know,  will 
rejoice  to  engage  in  an  expedition,  the  duties  4>f  which  are  so 
bonorable,  aad  so  arduous,  and  which  promise  such  glorious 
Yeeults  to  the  country. 

'*  Your  command,  General  Sumter,  as  General  Greene  advises 
me,  win  consist  of  all  the  state  troops,  the  legion  of  Oolonel 
Jjee,  and  a  detachment  of  artillery  with  a  single  £eld-pieee  ;  in 
the  whole  about  one  thousand  men.  To  such  a  foroe  of  mounted 
men,  the  foe  can  oppose  nothing.  With  this  particular  arm, 
moving  with  your  accustomed  celerity,  yom  may  surprise  all 
his  otttposts  below,  capture  nil  his  detachments,  or  compel  their 
rapid  flight  to  the  city.  These  are  the  objects  of  the  expedi- 
tion ;  the  farther  results  of  which  must  be  to  compel  the  army 
of  Rawdon  to  fall  back  for  its  own  safety,  upon  tlie  seaboard, 
where  we  hope  to  confine  him  for  the  futnve,  and  finally  con- 
quer and  expel  him  thence. 

"  With  your  permission.  General  Greene,  I  will  reserve  Major 
Sinclair,  whom  I  design  to  advance  to  a  colonelcy  in  the  state 
line,  for  a  separate  duty,  with  the  single  company  of  Captain 
8t  Julien.  He  will  co-operate,  as  occasion  serves,  with  the 
command  of  General  Sumter,  being  also  designed  for  servioe 
below.  The  command  of  General  Pickens,  will  need  the  same 
temporary  respite  with  the  infantry.  His  horses  are  exhausted 
in  the  pursuit  of  Oruger  and  the  tories,  as  he  himself  writes : 
'  So  exliausted  that  they  eonld  neither  get  up  with  the  eaemy, 
nor,  if  they  could  succeed  in  doing  so,  get  away  from  him.' 
It  is  fortunate  that  ours  are  in  better  condition  for  the  great 
foray  which  we  .now  contemplate — a  foray,  gentlemen,  which, 
I  trust,  will  make  itself  known  to  future  times,  as  the  *  Raid  of 
die  Dog-days,'  constituting,  as  it  will,  a  novelty  in  our  cam- 
paign, an  episode  of  peculiar  character  and  interest,  by  reason 
equally  of  its  own  gloriotta  results,  and.  <^  the  neaeoa  in  whiok 
it  is  tuKlTtdi»ji*^a  seasoq,-whiehr  hith#i|^  hm  ttSMiHy  ghoen 
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entire  repose  to  our  armies;  the  ardency  of  oiu*  sun  nsuallj 
proving  quite  sufficient  to  subdue  the  ardency  of  our  patriotism. 
That  you  are  thus  prepared  to  deny  vourselves  the  usual  re- 
spite, adds  the  crowning  laurels  to  your  chivalry.  May  the 
God  of  battles  accord  you  the  health,  the  strength,  the  energy, 
which  arc  essential  to  render  your  patriotism  famous  for  all 
Aitme  times.'' 

And,  with  tlie  grace  of  the  accomplished  orator,  when  his 
task  is  done,  Rutledgc  bowed  to  his  hearers,  then  especially  to 
Greene,  and  receding  a  pace,  remained  standing  while  the 
latter  came  forward. 

Greene,  without  being  an  eloquent  ur  striking  speaker,  was 
an  impressive  one.  He  had  no  arts ;  his  manner  was  one  of 
gi-eat  simplicity,  but  of  great  directness.  Speaking  briefly,  and 
directly  to  the  point,  he  always  commanded  attention. 

"You  have  heard,  gentlemen,"  he  said,  "what  Governor 
Ilutledge  has  so  well  delivered.  He  has  delivered  our  mutual 
wishes  and  opinions  already  agreed  upon  between  us,  and  has 
spoken,  I  am  glad  to  think,  your  sentiments  no  less  than  oars. 
In  the  selection  of  General  Sumter  for  the  command  of  this 
noble  enterprise,  in  which  you  are  to  engage,  his  choice  is  mine. 
In  the  indication  of  your  objects,  we  are  both  agreed  as  to  their 
results ;  and  in  your  hands  I  am  sure  we  shall  not  be  disap- 
pointed of  our  hopes.  It  remains  to  me  to  indicate  to  you  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  best  routes  to  pursue  in  this  expedition. 
To  a  certain  extent,  several  bodies  of  troops  must,  for  awhile, 
act  independently.  They  will  consider  themselves  detached 
for  the  purpose,  subject  only,  to  the  general  plan  of  operation, 
which  requires  their  early  return,  as  soon  aa  each  special  separate 
object  is  attained,  to  the  headquai-ters  of  General  Sumter. 
These  detachments  will  sweep  down  by  evoiy  road  or  avenue 
Avhich  may  conduct  to  Charleston.  General  Sumter,  himself, 
with  such  a  force  as  he  shall  pkaae.  to  reserve  to  himself,  wiU 
pursue  the  Congaree  road  on  the  south  side  <)f  that  river,  and 
the  east  side  of  Cooper.  Colonel  Lee  with  the  legion,  will 
attempt  the  post  at  Dorchester.  But,  as  we  may  reasonably 
calculate  on  a  stout  resistance  from  the  garrison  at  that  places 
Colonel.  Henry.  Hiimptoo,  wiU.co^perat^  with  bun  iu  this 
<»Vj«ctf  ffiikd.  aft«r  spring  the.brtdgftiitL  Dorohoiten  vith  a  d« 
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tachment.  will  unite  the  rest  of  his  command  with  that  of 
Colonel  Lee.  Colonel  Wade  Hampton  will  also  co-operate 
with  these  bodies,  with  a  detachment  of  Sumter's  cavldrj.  To 
one  of  these  parties,  must  be  assigned  the  task  of  securing — 
holding — the  bridge  over  the  Four-Holes  creek,  in  order  that 
the  several  detachments,  operating  below,  may  be  advised  of 
the  movements  of  Eawdon's  force  at  Orangeburg.  A  detach- 
ment of  Marion's  men,  under  Colonel  Maham,  passing  the  head 
of  Cooper  river  and  Watboo  creek»  will  penetrate  below  to 
the  eastward  of  Biggin's  church,  and  destroy  the  bridge  of 
Watboo.  This  will  help  to  obstruct  the  retreat  of  the  garrison 
at  Biggin  and  Watboo.  A  detachment  passing  to  the  east  of 
Dorchester,  will  take  the  Wassamasaw  road  to  Goose-creek 
bridge,  and  cut  off  all  communication  between  Dorchester  and 
Monck's  Corner,  and  between  the  latter  place  and  Charleston 
by  the  route  west  of  Cooper  river.  You  thus,  General  Sumter, 
cover  all  the  possible  routes  for  the  escape  of  the  enemy  below. 
You  cut  off  all  his  communications..  You  isolate  him  at  Orange- 
burg, and  destroy  every  post  of  rest  or  supply  between  him 
and  the  sea..  His  necessities  will  then  be  to  cut  his  way, 
through  w,  to  Charleston;  and,  I  trust,  that,  with  the  rest 
afforded  us  now,  the  main  army  will  soon  be  in  a  condition  to 
rendei*  this  a  fruitless  attempt !  We  may  even  hope,  gentle- 
men, to  add  to  the  laurels  of  the  south  a  Rawdonade  of  equal 
importance  with  the  Burgoynade  of  Saratoga. 

"  The  farther  details,  General  Sumter,  I  yield  with  confidence 
to  your  judgment  and  discretion. 

"  Gentlemen,  wo  shall  marcli  with  the  dawn  for  the  Gongaree. 
Generii}  Pickens,  ui  a  letter  just  received,  advises  me  that  Cm- 
ger  will  effect  his  junction  with  Eawdon  sometime  to-night. 
This  junction  will  place  him  in  command  of  three  thousand 
troops.  We  must  not  wait  for  his  lordship  when  he  shall  be 
thus  strengthened.  Your  mounted  men  will  be  required  to  es- 
cort the  army  to  a  point  of  safety,  where  we  may  dispense 
with  your  further  assistance.  Colonel  Williams  will  see  that 
due  instructions  will  be  issued  in  general  orders  before  night. 
For  the  present  our  conference  is  ended.  Our  official  tasks  are 
nver.  — Governor  Eutledge,  General  Sumter,  General  Marion — 
geiitlefnc?  oil.  may  I  Jmvc  the  pleunue  cf  yoijt  company  at 
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iupper.  1  know  not  whit  the  commissariat  and  ecok  can  do 
for  u» — tbere  is  nothing  promising,  I  fear,  in  our  larder;  but  1 
suspect  we  can  oflfier  yon  as  wholesome  a  variety  as  can  be  found 
in  camp,  and  T  certainly  tender  yon  as  warm  a  welcome.** 

The  invitation  was  received  in  silence.  There  was  apparently 
some  embarrassment  among  the  group.  Greene  himself  began 
to  look  with  embarrassment  ai-ound  liim — not  knowing  what  the 
silence  meant — when  Rutledge  with  a  merry  laugh,  exclaimed : — 

"  I  am  afraid,  general,  yon  are  quite  too  late  with  these  gen- 
tlemen as  with  myself.  I  fancy  they  lire  all  engaged  else- 
where." 

Greene  looked  about  bim  with  the  air  of  a  man  who  thought 
it  exceedingly  strange  that  anybody  in  the  army  should  be  able, 
in  tlie  present  condition  of  the  commissariat,  to  give  a  dinner. 
but  he  did  not  say  so.  He  knew  that  it  occasioned  liim  no 
small  effort  to  supply  the  adequate  provision;  and  who,  b^ 
sides,  so  capable?  As  if  fnlly  comprehending  his  thoughts, 
Butledge  continued :  — 

"  When  you  fancy,  general,  that  nobody  in  camp  is  Hkely  to 
offer  80  Svholesome  a  variety  of  edibles  for  dinner  as  yourself,  / 
fancy  that  there  is  hardly  a  gentleman  present,  who  does  not 
please  hhnself  with  the  idea  that  you  arc  mistaken.  Come,  sir, 
dp  not  look  so  distressed.  You  are  yet  to  learn  what  resources 
are  possessed  by  tliese  wild  riders  of  our  friend  Marion.  I  do 
not  knaiD  the  fact,  but  I  will  venture  a  goodly  dozen  of  old 
Madeira,  M'henever  we  shall  be  able  to  ^et  at  the  Charleston 
cellars,  that  we  are  all  invited  to  the  same  mess.  I  confess 
myself  committed  too,  and  with  my  own  grateful  will,  and  grat- 
ified consent,  to  the  supper  of  Captain  Porgy  of  MarionV* 

••  And  I." 

«*AndI."     ' 

*•  And  I," — fi-om  all  present,  the  general  bimself  and  Colonel 
Lee  excepted. 

**  Captain  Torgy !"  said  Greene,  "  Captain  Porgy !  Where 
have  I  heard  of  Captain  Porgy." 

"  From  me,  sir,  I  suspect,"  said  Lee  rather  sullenly.  "  I  have 
dined  and  supped  with  Captahi  Porgy.  He  is  a  rare  corapaa 
ion — a  strange  fellow,  with  a  clever  French  faculty,  of  nudduf 
a  dish  out  of  a  Jun^  bug.  and  a  dinner  out  of — out  cff-^-** 
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"A  ranpre  matter  of  moon^hine!*'  added  Ilutledge.  "And  a 
g>x>d  disband  dinner  he  makes  of  it  too,  let  me  teU  jo\i,  ^^ 
will  .C4jiiiii  c  i^.>  ^up  boan»ifully  i|ppn  eleijnepta,  nppti  irhicb 
riiiupJcr  folki  would  starvc^  It'  Colonel^  Le^  would  fii^sh  now. 
lir  x^  toll  f 9U  ibat  be  never  sup^ied  better  jn  bis  life  tbiqi 
wlimi  |ic  8upjcd  with  Captain  Porgy." 

"^m^,£at\^  ^dmit  it.  1  did  not  feed  witb  tbe  leas  pleas- 
ure tbaU  uiivr  oQco  guessed  what  were  tbe  iiigredients  of  the 
clisli/'    ^ 

''  liea]ly^gm:U^uaQ>/'  said  Greeiiei "  I  badnoi^ea  that  I  had 
such  a  cornpetiru.-  And  what  am  I  to  do?  |  have  ordevcid 
Hupper  for  l^nt^r.  ^wL  ^^^^  m  j«elf  witbput  a  gii^-*' 

And  tin-  jjenenl  realiv  appeared  mucb  mortified^ 

**  Were  it  i|p9#^^yi|^t]i  prapi^r  discipli^^  and  mUitarj  prac- 
ticct  general/'  quo^^  Biill<:dgc,  "  I  fihoajd  coui^pel  jou  to  do  aa 
the  rich  n^an  bad  r  j  do  m  scnptnre,  who  mi^de  a  gr^t  feast, 
and,  like  your:j|)^  ^^^^Jj^qjpoiiited  in  bis'  fine  cQinpany — so 
Kent  out  ^vith  u  4$9§i\9$btaii  tnnk  in  the  tame,  bait,  hliad*  and 
eveiy  way  dtsiiHidft,  JMM^iJ-  ^vil!  hardly  au$wef  in  our  day 
and  eouiitry.  h'.,t^  if  vou  will  >-n\h-r  me,  I  will  reconcile  all  dif- 
ficulties. If  you  ^JlK^^miaiAJiK  tri  r>vder  your  eook  and  butler 
t*>  send  all  your  sij|n|J|ic.^  ti»:llli  qumlers  of  the  swamp'fox,.  witb 
my  respect  to  tho  fl^hytAiopiNU  Porgy,  apprizing  bim  that 
you  will  honur  hh  ia^k^iftrm^hX,  ',i\[  will  he  right  I  will  take 
leave  to  include  Coloi^  1  i^iirthr  invitation.'' 

"But  this  would  be  Ih^M  tihcrty,  goyenior>"  said  Grcena. 

"Not  a  whiti  mr.  Captain  Porgy  will  fe^el  himself  honored, 
I  assure  you ; — nay,  will  be  greatly  pleaaed  that  we4iave  dealt 
with  him  &>  iraukly*  He  is  a  gentleman,  aii*,  of  an  old  house 
and  feather,  and  knows  how  to  r^equite  a  comrtesy  wbatevei  its 
as])ect/' 

'*  But-p->we  shall  take  him  by  snrpriaA — so  many." 

'*  You  forget  that  nearly  all  of  us  are  already  secuoad  as  hiu 
guests.    Beside,  you  will  aend  ovc^r  your  own  supplies." 

Marion  ioiCo  voce^^"  If  Porgy  will  suffisr  them  to  be  brought 
on  table." 

And  he  wbispei-ed  to  Butledge  :— 

**  Let  the  meats  b3  sont  aver  befbre  the^  ^neraFfei  eo<di  baa 
touched  then." 
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"  Right !     I  comprehend,"  said  Butledge,  in  a  wMiper  slbo. 
Then  aloud  — 

**  Trrist  to  me,  general ;  I  knaw  my  man —  I  A<d^  ^"I^V^^^ 
not  to  commit  you.  I  confess  mj  anxiety  tHti'vfi^RmJii 
know  Captain  Porgy,  und  see  what  are  the  ^^^oMBf^S^mLtG^w^ 
Country  partisan^.  He.  will  be  honored,  1  r^Httnlrf^V  frmnk 
proceedings;  and,"  in  a  whisper — "  the  effe Aitl S& |{tf  <!  upon 
our  people.  They  love  to  see  a  frank  simp4l6}*'a«i^en  con 
fidence  in  great  men." 

Greene  simled  at  the  t^ompHmentf  his  blo^iyiftMHi^g  archly 
into  those  of  Butledge  :  —  t    '     *^^ 

"  Ah !  governor,  you  nrt  more  of  a  ipicSllMWi  any  mill- 
tary  man  I  know."  fc*  «^«<ttf 

**  In  the  eommissariatt  perhaps,"  respflUfc^  fhi^her.  "  WeU. 
you  give  me  permission,"  "I*  * 

"  If  you  say  so."  ^  ^ 

''I  do!  and  will  give  all  the  BcflfMtj' iBerSt  despatch  a 
a  note  to  our  host,  and  send  aymmii&  fftnKhiojis,  Bnt  the 
latter  must  be  done  at  oncc^,  and  ^BM  yMP>^eook  ha^  Handled 
them."  .frrnr/W.fi 

"Why  so-^why  not  let  themJiMtilMjtff"  said  Greene. 

"  For  the  best  of  reaBon<^.  ^  Wta^^Hy  would  be  held  in 
no  condition  for  Captain  Forgj'^|^^^^Pi^ot  he  uiortifiedi  gen- 
era), to  be  told,  that  your  r'//i>/jfHHMHit\  er  receive  his  diplo- 
ma from  the  hands  of  O^i  phi  iit^Wgy  nie  ifi  fL  martinet  In  the 
kitchen.  He  refines  upon  soups!  **r  i^l  1  ir*  in  Brtncee^  and  alto- 
gether scorns  and. despises  the  cruel  maceration  of  meat  in  hot 
waters,  which  is  the  vulgar  usage  of  our  cooks  in  camp.  Un- 
derstand, again,  that  Captain  Porgy  is  no  valgar  person ;  but  a 
rare  fellow  for  company,  a  mMi  of  soul  and  humor,  and  at  hia 
table  you  will  be  sure  to  find  an  appetite  though  you  had  al- 
ready fed  to  surfeit  As  Colonel  Lee  says,  you  must  be  wise 
enough  to  take  your  supper  as  you  take  your  religion  with  a 
perfect  faith,  which  is  never  gailty  of  the  impertinence  of  Peter, 
of  questioning  the  cleanness  of  the  meats  which  Plrovidence  has 
furnished." 

''But  everything's  wholesome!*^  said  Ghreene>  with  a  aim- 
pi  ici^  which  argued  his  Bhode  Inland  ignorance  of  sncli  an- 
thorities  as  Ude,  and  Glass,  and  Savarin. 
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"Wholesome!"  exclaimed  Lee  —  "By  Jupiter,  General 
Ghreene,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  tasted  wholesome  food 
since  my  last  snppcr  with  Captain  Porgy.  I  know  not  why 
he  has  not  invited  me,  since  I  am  very  sure  no  man  could  have 
done  more  justice  to  his  fare." 

Lee  was  evidently  piqued. 

"  An  omission  easily  accounted  for.  Colonel  Lee,"  answered 
Bntledge  promptly,  '•since  you  had  not  come  in  from  below, 
when  the  invitations  were  sent  out;  no  one  could  say  that  you 
would  be  in  to-night.  I  take  upon  myself  to  say  that  no  ono 
will  be  more  welcome  to  his  table  than  yourself." 

"Well,  if  the  taste  to  do  justice  to  his  tabic  is  sufficient  com- 
mendation, I  may  safely  assert  that  you  are  right,*'  said  Lee, 
his  complaeency  always  making  belief  easy,  in  respect  to  his 
own  welcome.  Marion  looked  grave,  but  said  nothing.  He 
knew  that  Porgy  would  not,  of  himself,  invite  Lee.  He  had 
too  seriously  displeased  the  partisans ;  but  Marion  was  not  dis- 
pleased that  Lee  should  invite  himself,  which,  m  his,  as  in  the 
case  of  Greene,  was  substantially  the  fruit  of  Rutledge's  diplom- 
acy. The  latter,  as  usual,  had  his  own  way.  The  despatch 
was  sent  to  Porgy,  and  Greene's  cook  was  seasonably  arrested 
in  the  very  act  of  doing  murder  upon  his  edibles.  The  party 
a^ounied  to  meet  at  the  sylvan  camp  of  the  swamp-fbx 
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OcH  partisan  division  of  tliaarmy,  wit|i  tlieir  boraes*  oocupM 
uo  smAll  extent  of  territory.  Onr  Gaptiun  Por^y^  hhnaeti  wiUi 
his  little  personal  equipage  deia^nded  conpiclerAble  space.  9« 
was  the  person  always  to  secure  that  ^*  ample  rooiH  and  ver|fe 
enough,"  which,  as  he  himself  said,  were  essential  to  his  indi- 
vidual firth.  **  3Cy  hreadth  of  belt,"  he  was  wont  to  say,  "  in» 
plies  a  f#ir  field ;  and,  having  thi^t,  I  ask  no  favors."  Beaidea* 
being  of  soi^ial  habits,  his  mess  was  always  a  large  one.  Among 
his  immediate  associates,  retainors  ratlier,  he  kef/t  »ot  only  bis 
cook,  but  his  poet ;  the  one  almost  as  necessary  as  the  other. 
Then,  ^te  never  W4S  witliout  a  guest,  and  whenever  his  commis- 
sariat was  particularly  well  supplied*  he  was  sure  to  have  a  foil 
table.  Such  an  idea  as  a  good  table,  wil^outfui  adaqmate  ntm- 
ber  of  guests  to  enjoy  it,  seemed  to  him  a  thing  vile,  unreason- 
able, inhuman,  and  utterly  unchristian.  We  have  seen  that, 
particularly  fortunate  in  his  foray  among  the  green-jacketed 
denizens  of  the  Gaw-caw,  he  had  made  arrangements  for  a 
larger  circle  than  usual.  His  own  tastes  and  purposes  requiring 
it,  Captain  Porgy  usually  chose  his  own  ground  whenever  tents 
were  to  be  pitched.     He  had  a  great  eye  to  proper  localities. 

''The  open  woods,  on  the  south  and  west,"  was  his  rule. 
*'  Let  the  swamp  and  thicket  cover  my  back  on  the  east  That 
east  wind  has  been  of  evil  tendency  from  the  earliest  periods  of 
time.  The  Bible  speaks  of  it.  A  bad-tempered  person,  soured 
and  surly,  growling  always,  and  insufferable  front  bile  and  con- 
ceit, is  said  to  fill  his  bowels  with  the  east  wind.  It  has  a  bad 
effect  on  the  best  bowels.  Oive  me  just  opening  enough  on  the 
east  for  the  purposes  of  draught,  but  let  your  tent  be  open  to  the 
full  pressure  of  tlie  winds  from  south  and  west.    Yon  need,  iti 
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our  clhnAte,  an  eastetm  opening  at  the  dhmer^honr,  dining  at 
three,  or  thereabont;  but  beware  of  it  after  the  sun  has  set. 
Don't  sleep  with  the  east  wind  blowing  upon  you.  If  you  do, 
face  it — let  your  feet  receive  it  first.  Every  wind  that  blows 
has  a  specific  quality.  The  east,  northeast,  and  southeast,  are 
all  moi*e  or  less  pernicious,  muddy,  insidious,  hateful  Our  natu- 
ral winds  in  midsummer  are  ftotn  the  south  and  west^The 
south  persuades  you  to  languor,  pleasantly  relaxes,  discourages 
the  exertion  which  would  be  too  exhaustive  for  the  season.  The 
west  IS  jhe  agitator,  the  thunder-storm  windy'tliat  purges  and 
purifies ;  the  northwest  is  the  cleaning  wind,  that  sweeps  up  the 
sky,  and  brushes  off  all  its  cobwebs.  !Eaeh  wind  having  thus  a 
specific  mission,  it  is  wonderfbl  that  men  who -build  know  so 
little  of  the  means  of  veutilatidn.  Now,  you  seor  I  choose  my 
ground  with  an  open  pine-forest  in  front,  that  is  scn^  and  west 
and  northwest.  I  take  care  that  the  land  slopes  d<mn  fh)m  me 
in  all  these  directions.  If  there  be  hill,  swamp,  or  denser  thick- 
et, I  put  them,  with  the  devil,  behind  me.  I  liave  here  chosen 
the  very  pleasantest  spot  in  the  whole  encampment.  There  is 
not  one  of  these  continental  officers  who  knows  anything  of  the^ 
subject.  Yet,  to  the  health  of  an  army,  a  difference  of  fifty 
yards  in  the  location  ot  a  camp,  is  very  frequently  all  the  dif- 
ference between  life  and  death !" 

And,  in  that  broad,  tet*race-like  spread  of  wood  and  thicket, 
he  had  chosen  the  most  agreeable  region.  The  pine-^woods 
opened  at  his  feet,  and  spread  away  almost  intemtfnably,  giv- 
mg  the  necessary  degree  of  shade,  yet  leaving  free  passage 
for  the  wind. 

"Free  circulation, Geordie  Denni^on,"  said  he,4is  witli  liands 
outspread  he  seemed  to  welcome  the  gentle  play  of  the  breezes 
reeking  up  from  the  southwest — "that  is  the  secret  of  heaHfa 
— free  circulation  for  the  winds,  the  waters,  and  the  blood.  It 
is  stagnatimi  that  is  death.  This  is  the  reason  why  a  pine- 
foresi  is  more  healthy  than  any  other.  It  is  the  only  forest  that 
suffers  free  play  to  the  winds.  Hence  you  hear  the  music  in 
\  pine-forest  which  you  hear  m  no  other.  The  breeaes  pour 
througli,  and  swell  up,  until  all  the  tree-tops  become  so  many 
organ-pipes.  The  vulgar  notion  is  that  there  is  some-  virtue  in 
tibe  t>dor  of  the  pines  to  neutfUKlife  malariat    ttnt^thla  i«^iioD« 
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tense.  Pine* woods  that  have  a  dense  ondergiowth,  a  e  Jiot  more 
healthy  than  any  othor.  It  is  the  shape  of  the  tree*  a  tail  eol- 
umn,  without  later4il  branches,  naked  a  hundred  feet  high,  and 
arching  above,  umbrella  fashion,  into  a  grand  ceiling,  which 
shuts  out  the  intense  heat  of  the  sun,  and  suffers  free  exercise 
to  the  breezo.  Here  it  plays  with  delight  and  impunity.  In 
the  dense  thickets  it  trickles  only,  and  finally  stagnates ;  and 
hence  the  fevers  of  uncleared  lands.  Bays,  swamps,  ponds,  are 
unhealthy^  not  because  of  the  water  which  they  contain,  but  be- 
cause of  the  dense  thickets  which  they  nurture.  The  hottest 
place  in  the  world  in  midsummer,  is  a  deep  forest  or  thicket, 
with  a  close  undergrowtli.  Fools  talk  of  decaying  vegetation 
as  the  secret  of  disease ;  yet  when  our  fevers  are  raging  mos^ 
vegetation  has  not  begun  to  decay.  Gardens,  fields,  forests,  are 
never  more  firesh  and  beautiful,,  never  more  vigorous  and  ver- 
dant, than  when  death  seems  Uirking  im^er  every  flower,  like 
some  venomous  reptile  watching  for  and  creeping  to  the  ear  of 
the  unconscious  sleeper.  But,  Geordie  Dennison.  boy,  once 
suppose  that  the  air  is  stagnant  in  any  locality,  and  you  need 
not  suppose  the  necessity  for  its  impregnation  by  any  deleteri- 
ous agent.  A  stagnant  atmosphere  is,  'per  se,  malaria.  And 
that  £kct  that  we  can  assign  a  distinct  locality  for  the  disease — 
that  we  can  say  with  confidence,  to  sleep  here  is  death,  while 
yon  may  sleep  with  safety  within  half  a  mile — establishes  tlie 
fact  conclusively  that  the  atmosphere  is  localized — no  matter 
by  what  cause — though  even  il^ai  is  a  matter  which  I  have 
considered  also — and  once  let  the  atmosphere  be  fixed,  and  it 
is  only  in  degree  that  it  differs  from  that  of  an  old  sink  or  well. 
It  is  putrid,  and  to  inhale  it  is  a  danger.  You  <can  not  impreg- 
nate with  miasma  any  region,  wbere  the  wii^  are  allowed  to 
penetrate  fireely  from  three  points  of  the  compass,  and  where 
Aey  do  penetrate.  When  we  are  very  sickly,  you  will  always 
find  a  pressure  of  winds,  daily  firom  a  single  quarter,  for  a  long- 
continued  period  of  time.  The  atmosphoi*e  loses  its  eqailib- 
rium,  as  it  were;  the  winds  lack  their  balance;  and  running 
^one  coarse  only,  they  run  into  t^  eul  de  sacy  as  water  that  can  not 
cseape^  rises  to  a  level  with  its  source,  becomes  a  pond,  and  stag- 
nates. A  thunder-storm  purifies,  not  from  its  electricity,  as  some 
oQQtettd,  but  because  it  is  a  atQim.    AU  ttffnns  purify  beeaaM 


DOINGS   IK  THE   APOLLO   CHAMBER.  581 

they  agitate.  They  disperse  the  local  atmosphere  oyer  a  thou- 
sand miles  of  space*  and  restore  its  equilibrium.'' 

*  But,  Captain  Porgy,  were  it  not  better  that  you  should  be 
thinking  of  your  supper  and  company,  instead  of  philosophizing 
here  about  the  atmosphere  V* 

"It  is  because  I  am  thinking  of  my  company  and  supper. 
Master  Geordie,  that  I  do  philosophize  about  the  atmosphere. 
A  wholesome  atmosphere  is  half  of  a  good  supper.  We  can 
eschew  the  water.  We  need  not  drink  that,  if  we  can  find  any 
other  liquor ;  but  liiake  what  wry  faces  we  will,  the  atmosphere 
we  must  drink,  even  though  we  know  it  to  be  impregnated  with 
poison.  Better  drink  the  vilest  ditch-water  a  thousand  times. 
That  may  disorder  the  stomach,  but  the  otiier  must  yidate  the 
lungs  and  so  directly  disease  the  blood  and  the  heart  I  am 
trying  to  teach  you,  sir,  that  in  giving  a  good  sapper  or  dinner 
to  your  friends,  you  are  to  serve  it  up  in  properly^ventilatod 
apartments." 

"  Well,  we  have  it  airy  enough  here." 

"  True  5  but  had  it  been  left  to  anybody  else,  ten  to  4toe  you 
would  have  had  our  tents  pitched  in  a  villanous  thicket  where 
we  never  could  have  got  a  breath  of  air.  Look,  now,  at  the 
Legion  encamped  on  the  left ;  they  are  in  a  bottom,  the  breeze 
passing  clean  over  their  heads.  Their  camp-master  Itad  no 
idea  of  what  was  the  duty  to  be  done,  beyond  the  simply  get- 
ting room  enough  for  the  horses  and  wagons  of  some  thi*ee  hun- 
dred men.  Bir,  the  partisan  cavalry  have  never  been  so 
healtliy  as  whea  I  have  been  permitted  to  select  the  ground  for 
their  bivouac." 

"  That's  true  I" 

*'  To  be  sure  it's  true ;  and  you  see  the  frjutts  of  it  in  the 
pleasant  sleeps  that  we  enjoy,  and  the  hardy  elasticity  with 
which  we  ti-avel.  There  never  was  any  people  so  exposed  as 
ours  have  been,  night  and  day,  in  all  weathers,  and  tlic  most 
wearisome  marches,  that  have  ever  enjoyed  such  ndinii'ablc 
health.  And  they  owe  it  to  me,  sir — to  me,  Geordie  Deunison 
— yet,  d— *n  'em,  they  are  not  half  so  grateful  for  this  blessing 
as  for  my  soups  and  suppers.  They  would  readily  compound 
to  drink  Any  quantity  of  malaria,  if  they  could  swallow  a  pmt 
of  my  rum-punch  after  it."  .  .    .  -  -  ',  - 
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*' All,  thej  regard  tlie  ram-panck 'as  the  antidote,  md  tben 
is  nothing  unreasonahle,  therefore,  in  their  practice.  But,  cap- 
tain, the  hour  latens." 

"  Laiem  /'   B7  what  right  do  yoti  nse  diat  w<erd  t" 

"  It*8  a  good  word,  captain/' 

"  So  it  is ;  but  I  neyer  heard  it  used  before." 

"  Very  likely ;  but  would  you  permit  that  argument  tc  be 
used  against  any  new  disli  that  Tom  should  put  on  the  fable 
tQ-ni^t !" 

'*  No,  sir ;  no,  Gheovdie,  you  are  right  You  could  not  hare 
answered  me  better  if  you  had  argued  a  thousand  years.  And 
I  will  remember  the  word ; — so,  as  the  hour  latetts,  Oeordte,  get 
up  and  help  me  widi  these  tables.  I  must  summon  Framptoa 
and  Millhouse.  We  shall  need  their  knives  and  hatchets.  I 
have  invited  tkirty*one  guests,  Oeordio,  not  couniing  you  and 
Lance ;  we  three  will  make  the  number  thirty-lbur.  There's  no 
such  table  to  be  spread  in  camp  to-night.  Think  of  it;— -a  sini 
pie  captain  of  militia  giving  a  supper  to  thirty  guests,  and  upon 
such  short  commons  as  are  allowed  us.  Bblf  pf  the  poor  devils 
in  camp  think  it  monstrous  impudent  of  me  to  give  a  supper  mX 
all— and  to  thirty  persons " 

"  They  can't  guess  how  it's  to  be  done." 

'*  No !  indeed !  the  blockheads !  But  their  vexation  increases 
when  they  find  my  guests  all  outranking  myself.  Tlie  envious 
rascals !  Beware  of  envy,  Geordie— **it  is  the  dirtiest,  sneak- 
ingest,  meanest  little  passion  in  the  world,  the  younger  brother 
of  vanity,  fiimishing  all  the  venom  to  its  sleek-skinned  and 
painted  senior." 

*'  And  you  are  to  have  the  governor,  captain  I" 

"Ay,  he  accepts.  John  Butledge  is  a  great  follow,  without 
affectation,  Q«ordie — no  pretender— one  of  the  few  men  who 
really  do  thmk.  The  greater  number,  even  when  they  greatly 
rank,  only  repeat  each  other  —  tbey  do  not  think  Thought, 
George  Dennison,  is  really  confined  to  a  very  few  Men,  as  a 
race,  are  not  thinking  animals.  They  are  gregaiious  and  imi- 
tative. They  go  in  droves  and  follow  a  leader,  whom  they  con- 
trive after  a  while  to  mimic  after  a  monkey  fashion.  Thought 
is  always  an  individual.  But^-** where  is  that  boy  Fmmpton ' 
Sound  your  whistle,  G^rge."  
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The  vhifftle  was  «ounde<L 

"  Now  help  me  with  these  poles.  There  ttke  forty  cut.  We 
must  have  crotch-sticks — two,  four,  six,  eight«  ten,  twelve'— it 
will  reqniire  twenty-four ;  we  must  make  ofir  tables  solid/' 

Laju>e  Frampton  now  i^eared>  foUiowed  by  half  a  dozen 
stout  youni^  roopers,  bearing  slim  green  poles  upon  their  shoul- 
ders, forked  sticks,  and  all  the  appUanoes  necessary  to  the  con- 
stiliction  of  the  rustic  tables  and  seats  of  the  company.  Long 
practice  had  made  all  of  them  famiUar  witli  the  rude  sort  of 
mannfooture  which  wap  required.  The  crotcb*sticks  were  soon 
driven  upright  into  the  groundi  in  frequent  paralleU;  ^ross 
pieces  were  laid  in  the  crotchets  of  these,  and  the  poles  were 
fitpetched  alpng,  forming  a  crossed  tabic  with  fotvr  ends,  for  so 
many  dignitaries,  and  capable  to  ac^onunodate  forty  guests 
with  ease.  Of  a  similar,  but  stouter  iashion,  wore  the  seat^  for 
th^  guests.  It  was  surprising  how  soon  the  area  was  filled — how 
soon  the  mechanical  preparations  for  the  feast  were  fashioned. 
The  amphitheatre  beneath  the  pines  was  ample.  Porgy,  as  he 
boasted,  had  the  proper  eye  for  a  locality.  When  reared  and 
steadied,  stanchioned  and  strengthened,  the  tables  were  covered 
with  great  oak-loaves,  green,  looking  very  clean,  nice,  and  fi*esh 
— aTcrdant  tablecloth. 

•'Now,  see  that  you  have  torches,  Lance;  for,  though  we 
have  a  glorious  moon,  we  need  torches  for  the  dark  comers. 
Many  of  the  guests  will  bring  their  negroes  to  wait.  But  we 
shall  need  some  waiters  besides.  Engage  same  of  these  yoking 
chaps.  They  shall  sweep  the  phiKers  clean.  Forget  nothing, 
boy.  We  are  to  have  big  wigs  to  supper,  remember.  Geordie, 
come  wit^  me  to  our  wagon.  T  think  we  shall  astonish  these 
epauleted  gentry  to-night" 

And  the  two  turned  off  to  another  part  of  the  wood  where 
stood  the  little  wagcm  already  described — a  sort  of  covered 
,|,ox — a  thing  which  one  man  might  have  rolled,  but  to  which 
a  couple  of  stout  hackneys  were  harnessed,  whoa  taken. 

''  Littlo,"  said  Porgy,  as  he  unlocked  the  cover  of  the  vehiele» 
"little  did  stuttering  Pete  dream  whut  ho  lost  and  we  gafaied, 
when  we  cut  off  the  four  wagons  of  Stewart.  Uis  eyes  o|)ened 
only  upon  the  big  wagons.  He  never  gave  a  look  at  the  one 
little  one' upon  wl  ich  I  jGasteaed-^nd  if  the  most  precious  com- 
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modities  were  not  always  packed  in  the  smallest  compass! 
Tct,  look  there,  thsordie." 

The  poet  looked  in : — 

"  Lemons,  captain." 
/  "  Aj,  lemons  and  white  sngar,  and  nntmegs,  and  cloves,  and 
spices  of  all  sorts,  and  an  anchor  of  Greneva,  and  a  box  of  cocoa, 
and  a  bag  of  coffee,  and  a  good  snpply  of  old  Jamaica,  and,  see 
you  that  keg? — tongaes,  beef-tongnes,  English  beeMongnea. 
Now  please  you  to  read  the  name  on  the  cover;  ay!  Lord 
Rawdon*8  own  prog,  by  die  pipers,  specially  selected  for  bis 
table  and  palate.  We  shall  astonish  these  wooden-headed 
continentals  to-night,  Gfeordie  t  won't  we  ?  Ton  thought  me 
mad*,  didn't  yon,  when  I  invited  so  many  ?  "But  I  knew  what 
I  was  about.  They  shall  stare,  they  shall  sup,  though  they 
If.irient  for  ever,  after  the  acquisition  of  such  a  taste  as  their 
vulgar  fortunes  can  never  hereafter  satisfy.  But  mum !  Not 
a  word  in  anticipation.*' 

And  Forgy  closed  the  wagon  with  haste  and  locked  it,  as 
half  a  dozen  troopers  loiftiged  carelessly  by,  looking,  with  some 
curiosity  as  they  passed,  to  the  proceedings  of  the  two. 

'*  Stay  here,  Geordie,  and  keep  watch  till  I  return.  I  must 
put  Millhouse  on  duty  over  this  wagon,  or  there  will  be  a  Flem- 
ish account  .of  its  fcontent^  when  supper's  called.  The  morals 
of  the  dragoon  service,  im^ily  theft  as  a  necessity.  A  good 
scout  has  all  the  capabilities  of  a  ^ood  pickpocket" 

And,  moralizing  as  he  went,  Porgy  hurried  off  for  succor. 
Dennison  was  relieved  by  MUDiousc,  a  one-armed  trooper  of 
iron  aspect,  and  as  stubborn  of  purpose  as  a  mule.  Tlie  wagon 
was  safe  in  his  keeping  as  long  as  his  left  arm  could  lift  sabre 
or  pistol  —  and  ho  was  duly  armed  with  both. 

The  next  visit  of  our  host  was  to  Tom,  the  cook,  who  had  a 
precinct  of  his  own,  some  twenty-five  yards  from  tue  spot  where 
tlie  tables  had  been  spread.  The  terrapin  soup  was  discussed, 
iheragoiU;  die  stew;  the  boiled  tongues;  nothing  escaped 
attention.  Then,  a  survey  was  taken  of  the  crockery ;  the 
bowls,  plates,  dishes ;  the  knives  and  forks ;  the  spoons  of  iron, 
the  drinking  vessels  of  delph,  tin,  or  calabash.  These  conmiod- 
ities  were  too  frail  of  character,  not  to  need  the  greatest  care 
and  attenti3n ;  and  every  feast  given  by  our  captain,  mortified 


D0ING6  IM   THE  APOLLO  CHAMBEB.  6ii5 

him  with  the  slendemess  of  his  resources.  Bat  there  was  no 
remedj.  If  half  a  dozen  good  bowls  of  delpb,  and  platters  of 
tin,  could  be  provided  for  the  more  distinguished  guests,  the 
rest  might  surely  be  satisfied  with  clean  calabashes.  We  will 
suppose  our  captain  satisfied  in  respect  to  these  things.  He 
was  in  the  midst  of  the  examination,  however,  venting  his  an- 
noyances at  his  limited  resources,  in  uneai^  exclamations,  when 
a  messenger  from  Eutledge  brought  him  the  note  from  that  per- 
sonage apprizing  him  that  Greene  and  Lee  would  appear  among 
his  guests.    The  governor  wrote  :-^ 

"  I  shall  take  the  liberty,  my  dear  Captain  Porgy,  of  bring- 
ing with  me  a  couple  of  additional  guests,  in  General  Greene 
and  Colonel  Lee,  knowing  that  your  provision  will  not  only  be 
ample,  but  that  the  taste  which  usually  presides  over  your  ban- 
quets will  give  to  our  friends  from  Hhode  Island  and  Virginia 
such  a  notion  of  the  tastes  of  Apicius  and  Luoullus,  as  certainly 
never  yet  dawned  upon  them  in  their  own  half-civilized  regions. 
Tour  own  courtesy  will  do  the  rest  and  will,  I  trust,  sufficiently 
justify  the  confidence  with  which  I  have  insisted  upon  their 
coming.  **  Yours, 

"John  Eutledge." 

"  Humph  !"  exclaimed  Porgy,  "  I  should  not  have  ventured 
to  ask  General  Greene,  not  that  I  stand  in  awe  of  his  epaulettes, 
but  it  is  so  rare  to  find  a  parvenu  who  would  not  hold  such  an  in- 
vitation from  a  poor  captain  of  militia,  to  be  a  piece  of  imper- 
tinence and  presumption.  Our  own  folks  know  roe  too  well  to 
exhibit  any  such  gaucherie.  As  for  Lee,  he  is  a  popinjay  !  I 
should  never  ask  him  myself;  but  have  no  objection  that  he 
should  occasionally  appear  among  gentlemen  who  can  teach 
him,  by  example,  how  gentlemen  can  be  good  fellows  without 
any  loss  of  dignity.— Geordie — your  pen  and  a  scrap  of  paper. 
I  hope  I  diminish  none  of  your  verses  by  consuming  your 
foolscap." 

The  pen  and  paper  were  had,  and  our  captain  wrote: — 

"  Govern  ^r  Eutledge  can  take  no  liberty  for  the  propriety 
of  which  his  name  is  not  a  sufficient  guaranty.  Captain  Porgy 
will  bo  most  happy  to  welcome  any  guests  whom  he  may  think 
proper  to  bring." 

This  written,  he  handed  it  to  the  messenger.     It  was  thei) 
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(bat  Greene's  cook  uneovered  a  small  imnbril  or  box  u  a 
vrbeelbarrow,  containing;  tbe  nncooked  prorisionfl  wbick  bad 
been  destined  for  bis  own  table.  Porgy  looked  at  the  bloodj 
and  livid  meats  witb  nnqualificd  dis^st. 

**  But,*'  said  he  sotto  voce,  **  we  can't  reject  them.    Here,  Tcbi*'' 

The  cook  appeared,  apron  in  front  and  kmfe  in  band. 

"  Tom,  take  charge  of  these  provisions.  They  are  sent  bj 
the  general — General  Greene,  do  you  bear  ?  Use  them.  Oook 
them.  Tom  them  into  sonp,  bash,  steak,  wbat  yon  wfll!** 
then,  as  the  messengers  of  Btitledge  and  Greene  disappeared  — 
"  but  d— m  you,  boy,  don't  let  them  show  themselves  upon  my 
table.  The  meat  is  vlllanously  butchered.  That  alone  should 
condemn  it.  Make  it  up  for  some  of  these  young  fellows  tbat 
have  been  working  for  us.     And — Tom — " 

'Well,  maussa — talk  quick.'' 

*'  Don't  fbrget  the  balls.    Let  there  be  a  plenty  in  the  aoup.** 

"  Psho,  maussa,  enty  I  know." 

"Enough!     Begone  1" 

The  active  mind  of  our  corpulent  captain  began  to  ^reir 
reslless.  He  had  seen  to  everything  that  he  could  think  of.  and 
grew  peevish  from  nothing  to  do.  Suddenly  he  stuck  his  fin- 
gersnnto  his  hair. 

"  No !  the  vessels  for  tbe  punch ;  Qeordie.  By  heavens,  I 
had  almost  forgotten.  Let  us  after  tbe  punchbowls,  and  then 
for  the  maniifkcture.  You  are  good  at  that ;  a  poet  should  be. 
Curious  problem,  Geordie — tbe  affinity  between  poetry  and  tbe 
bottle." 

"  Not  at  all.  It  only  implies  the  ardency  of  the  poet  It  is 
so  with  the  orator.  You  never  saw  poet  or  orator  yet,  tbat  was 
not  ardent  and  fond  of  the  juices  of  the  ^ape." 

"  Not  tlie  didactic  orders,  surely.  But  how  is  it,  then,  tkat 
Bacohua  is  not  your  deity  instead  of  Apollo  V* 

**  Because  Apollo,  with  virtues  of  his  own,  includes  tfaooe  of 
Bacchus.  He  is  a  ripener  of  Bacchus,  and  loves  not  tbe  wine 
less,  nor  is  less  the  true  god  of  it,  because  he  employs  a  vintner 
I  see  no  difficulty  in  the  matter." 

**  And,  perhaps,  there  is  none.  Tet  what  would  ApoQo  tty, 
or  Bacchus  even,  to  such  a  punchbowl  as  ours." 

And  be  pointed  to  an  enormous  cahtbadi,  hd^dbig  a 
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ol  gallons  at  tbe  least,  tht  t,  duly  valued  avid  taken  care  of,  bad 
survived  all  the  vioissitudea  of  the  campaign. 

"  They  would,  either  of  them,  feel  that  there  was  iidioletome- 
propriety  in  tlie  vessel.  It  Is  one  which  Ceres  has  presented 
for  the  occasion,  to  a  kindred  deity.  Boon  nature  has  provided 
where  vulgar  art  has  failed.  It  would  be  much  more  staggering 
to  either  of  the  ancient  gods  to  try  them  with  the  Jamaica, 
instead  of  the  blood  of  Tuscany." 

"  Ah  !  they  never  got  sudi  liquor  on  Olympus,  Their  nectar 
was  a  poor  wisliy-washy  sort  of  stuff,  of  not  moro  body  than 
some  of  those  thin  vaporing  Freach  and  German  liquors,  of 
which  we  have  had  a  taste  occasionally.  Their  wine  of  Tus- 
cany, nay,  the  Falemian  of  Horace,  would  not  take  rank  now-a* 
days  with  the  juices  of  the  common  com,  prepared  <iccording 
to  our-  process.  Drinking  whiskey  or  Jamaica,  Nero  might 
LavB  beea  a  fool,  a  wretch,  a  murderer— might  fix*e  his  city  or 
butcher  his  mother-— might  have  committed  any  crimey  but 
cowardice!  Whi^Loy  ox  Jamaica  might  hare  saved  Some 
from  Gaul  and  Vandal.  The  barbarians,  be  sure,  drank  the 
most  potent  beverages." 

**  A  notion  deserving  of  study.    We  drink  deep  uow-ardays. 
Will  our  descendants  beat  us  ?    Will  they  laugh  at  cm-  potationsr . 
whieh  rarely  leave  a  gentleman  on  \m  legs  after  midmght  V* 

**  Ah !  sity  nothing  of  our  progeny.  Do  not  build  upon  the 
degenerates.  It  may  be  that  the  milksops  will  fancy  it  *bad 
taste,  nay,  even  immoral,  on  the  part  of  their  ancestors,  to  luve 
swallowed  Jamaica  or  whiskey  at  all.  In  proportion  aa  their 
heads  ace  weak,  will  they  pronounce  ours  vicious;  and  just 
because  we  have  a.  certain  ampunt  of  strength  in  pnx  virtue — 
a  c^tain  quality  of  brawn  and  blood  and  muscle^  to  keep  our 
eentiment  from  etherealizing-*  growing  into  mere  tliin  air— 
will  they  presume  to  stroke  their  beards  in  self-eomplaisaut 
BatisfSaotiony  thanking.  Otod  that  such  poor  ptMiccans,  have  given 
way  to  a  more  saintly  race  of  sinners.  I  am  half  inclined  to 
thank  my  stars  that,  when  I  disappear,  the  race  of  Porgy  will 
iiot  be  continued  in  the  person  of  one  who  prides  himself'  upon 
having  no  head — for  a  bottle  !'* 

"  Yes !  save  us  from  all  degenerate  cliildren.  But,  caintain, 
will  this  <mr  calabash  of  puneli  suffice  for  forty  ?    Impossible, 
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Two  gallons  among  forty !  Never  in  the  world !  Why,  air, 
there  are  three  generals,  and  one  governor,  a  score  of  colonels, 
and  others  of  inferior  rank,  who  are  emnlons  of  great  men's 
virtues.     Two  gallons  to  forty  sncli  persons." 

"  Oh !  don't  stop  to  calculate.  Luckily  there  are  two  cala- 
bashes." 

And  the  little  wagon  yielded  up  the  desired  article. 

"  Make  it  rich,  Geordie." 

**  Captain  Porgy,  when  they  drink  of  this  liquor,  each  man 
will  feel  that  his  will  has  been  made.  He  will  feel  that  he  has 
no  more  care  in  life — will  fold  his  robes  about  him  for  flight" 

"  Or  fall !  Well,  give  us  a  taste.  I  profess  to  be  a  very 
competent  judge  of  what  a  good  Jamaica  punch  should  be." 

Smacks  his  lips. 

'*  The  proportions  are  good :  the  acid  has  yielded  to  the 
embrace  of  the  sugar  with  the  recognitiorf  of  a  perfect  faith, 
and  both  succumb  to  the  spirit,  as  with  die  recognition  of  a 
perfect  deity.  Next  to  poetry,  GreDrdie,'^oii  are  an  adept  at 
punch." 

Geordie  somewhat  proudly : — 

''Yes,  captain,  on  this  score  I  feel  safe.  I  am  not  always 
certain  of  my  verses.  I  sometimes  feel  that  they  lack  the 
sweet  and  the  ardent— bat  I  am  never  doubtful  of  the  perfect 
harmony  that  prevails  among  all  the  elements  when  I  manufac- 
ture punch." 

Porgy  quaffs  off  the  contents  of  the  dijfper, 

**  Geordie,  you  are  a  benefactor.  When  this  war  ceases,  you 
shall  partake  my  fortunes.  You  shall  live  with  me ;  and,  be- 
tween punch  and  poetry,  we  will  miJce  the  latter  end  of  life 
a  felicitous  ^n€Ue  to  a  very  exciting  drama.  By  the  way, 
Geordie,  talking  of  poetry  and  ptmch  reminds  me.  You  must 
be  prepared  with  something  good  to-night.  I  shall  have  you 
out  You  shall  give  us  some-  heroic  ballad.  I  know  you  have 
not  been  drowsing  in  that  thicket  for  nothing.  Have  you  got 
anything  ready  ?" 

"  I  have  been  doing  a  trifle,  but—" 

"  None  of  your  bnts.  Get  aside,  and  memoriae  it  These 
two  vessels  of  punch,  meanwhile,  we  will  put  under  lock  and 
key,  and  yieli  to  the  guardianship  of  Sergeant  MOlhouae." 
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HOW   PORGY   FEASTED   THE    CAPTAINS. 

W  m  vulgar  people,  a  dinner  party  is  th^  occasion  of  much 
fttss  and  fidgeting.  The  vulgar  egotism  is  always  on  the  qut 
vive  lest  something  should  go  wrong  —  lest  something  should  be 
wanting  to  the  proper  effect — lest,  in  Brief,  some  luckless 
excess  or  deficiency  should  certainly  convey  to  the  guest  the 
secret  of  those  deficiencies,  in  taste,  manners,  experiences,  and 
resources,  which  would,  if  known,  be  fatal  to  the  claims  of  good 
breeding  and  high  ton  which  the  host  is  most  anxious  to  estab- 
lish. Those,  on  the  contrary,,  who  feel  assured  on  such  points 
are  apt  to  take  the  events  of  a  dinner-table  coolly  and  with 
comparative  indifference.  A  blunder  or  a  deficiency  of  steward 
or  servant,  occasions  little  oy  no  concern  ;  is  never  allowed  to 
disturb  the  equilibrium  of  the  master,  who. takes  for  granted 
that  such  small  matters  will  be  ascribed,  by  every  sensible 
guest,  to-  the  right  cause ;  and  for  the  opinion  of  all  other  per- 
sons he  cares  not  a  button. 

The  result  of  this  equanimity  is  to  enable  him  to  keep  hU 
mind  "  in  hand^^  for  the  entertainment  of  his  company.  He  is 
able  to  observe  and  to  minister  with  promptness  and  ftill  re- 
source, as  his  wits  are  not  disordered  by  any  feverish  workings 
of  his  amour  jrroprt.  He  sees  what  is  wanting  at  a  glance ; 
supplies  the  deficiency  with  a  nod ;  his  servants  are  duly  taught 
in  the  value  of  his  nod  and  glance ;  and  the  skill  of  the  host, 
by  which  the  guests  are  diverted,  enables  Jack  and  Gill  to  wipe 
uy  the  water  which  they  have  spilt  so  awkwardly,  in  their 
uphill  progress,  without  attracting  any  notice — without  filling 
the  scene  with  mdst  admired  disorder. 

Our  host  knows  his  company,  and  conjures  up  the  special 
topic  which  appeals  directly  to  the  tastes  or  the  fancies  of  each. 
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He  is  vigilaut  even  while  he  seems  most  at  ease ;  when  his  in* 
difference  is  most  apparent,  it  is  made  to  cover  a  becoming 
solicitude  for  the  comfort  of  the  hnmblest  person  pres^it.  He 
provides  himself  with  the  proper  cne  to  all  your  prejudices  and 
affections,  as  by  a  divine  instinct,  so  that  he  steers  clear  of  the 
one,  and  shapes  his  course  directly  for  the  other ;  and  when  the 
*  waters  are  unluckily  ruffled,  by  some  bull -headed  companion, 
who  treads  on  his  neighbor's  toes  without  even  suspecting  that 
he  has  corns,  our  host  is  at  hand  to  pour  oil  upon  the  troubled 
waters,  and  soothe  to  calm  the  temper  which  is  ruffled.  He 
contrives,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  offender  shall  be  taught  the 
nature  of  his  offence,  without  bein^  brought  up  to  the  halbesdi 
and  set  in  pillory, 

"  Pour  le$  en4Quraggr  Um  AWrNt,** 
There  was  nothing  doubtful  aixkut  the  ophnA  of  Captain 
Porgy.  Having  prepared  his  fea^t  according  to  the  fuU  oxtent 
of  his  resources;  drilled  his  awkward  ai|nAd  to  the  tKmosI  of  bis 
capacity  and  their  soaceptibiliti^^seim  Uiat  they  wore  in  mT- 
ficient  numbers  for  proper  attendance ;  and  madc»  in  brief,  all 
hid  preparationfi,  he  gave  himself  no  f^rthor  couecm,  but  pro- 
pared  tp  receive  \n%  guests,  with,  the  ea«y  g^od  oature^  the 
frank  politeness,  the  stalling  grac^  of'  an  old^sobool  ipantloman. 
And  it  is  quite  an  ert<M:  to  t^,  ap  wo  are  apl;  t^  do«  of  tho  for- 
mality of  the  old-sehool  gentleman.  'I'he.  gquitlemaii  of  two 
hundred  or  one  hundred  years  i^g^,  diffwexl  very  idigbtly  iu  hi^ 
bearing  from  the  same  class  at  the  proMMl  di^**  I^  doe  dibgiea 
a^  his  ceremonials  van  into  formalities,  did  lid  loaotlieebara^ler 
of  the  gentleman.  In  no  period  waa  mete  form  and  buckram 
ever  confounded,  by  sensible  people,  with  politeness  and  re- 
finement. 

Never  was  gentleman  more  perfectly  at  ease  in  crowded  as- 
sembly, yet  more  solicitous  of  the  claims  of  all  about  him,  than 
our  corpi4ent  captain.  His  shrewd  good  sense,  nice  tastoft, 
playful  humors,  and  frank  spirit*  all  harmomzing  happily,  en- 
abled him  to  play  the  host  generally  to  the  equal  satis^iusiion  of 
all  his  compainy«  He  had  the  proper  welcome  &r  each  as  he 
drew  nigh ;  the  proper  word,  which  set  each  punofnk  at  hiseasek 
and  prepared  him  for  the  deveilopnient  of  all,  his  eonvefsa^onal 
resources.  ^ 
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Among  the  first  of  his  guests  to  appear  were  Governor 
Rutledge  and  General  Greene.  "  The  really  great,"  said  Porgy 
to  Lance  Frampton  who  stood  behind  him,  **  never  keep  the 
fable  waiting." 

The  approach  to  the  sfcene  was  through  a  gi-eat  natural  aVenue 
of  lofty  green  pines,  through  which  the  moon  was  peeping  curi- 
ously with  a  bright  snifle,  a  disinteresteu  spectator  df  the  pro- 
ceedings. Music  timed  the  approaches  of  the  guests,  the  army 
band  having  been  secured  for  the  evening.  Porgy  welcomed 
his  guests  at  the  entrance  of  tlic  area  in  which  his  tables  had 
been  ppread. 

*•  General  Greene,  Captain  Porgy,"  said  fiutledge.  Greene 
took  the  outstretched  hand  <^f  the  host,  saying : — 

"  What  I  have  heard  of  you,  Captain  Porgy,  makes  tne  tres- 
pass without  fear  of  the  consequences." 

"  And  what  T  know  of  General  Greene  enables  me  to  welcomie 
him  with  every  hope  of  the  consequences.  I  am  yety  gratefVd 
to  Governor  Rutledge  for  doing  that  which,  as  a  poor  captain 
of  militia,  I  should  scarcely  have  ventured  to  do  mysielf." 

"  1  knew  my  customers  both,  my  dear  captain,"  said  Rut- 
ledge, "  and  knew  how  little  was  necessary  to  render  the  regular 
and  volunteer  service  grateful  to  each  other." 

"  Be  seated,  gentlemen,"  said  Porgjr,  "  while  I  put  myself  on 
duty  for  a  while ;"  and  he  resumed  his  place  at  the  opening  of 
the  avenue,  while  Sumter,  Marion,  and  the  rest  severally  pre- 
sented themselves,  were  welcomed  and  conducted  to  the  interior 
by  young  Frampton,  who  did  the  duties  of  an  aid.  Colonel 
Lee  was  among  the  latest  to  appear. 

"My  dear  Porgy,"  said  he  condescendingly — "I  am  late; 
but  the  cavalry  of  the  legion  is  on  vigilant  duty  to-night,  and 
a  good  officer  you  know  —  cb  1" 

And  he  left  it  to  our  host  to  conceive  the  rest. 

"  Col.  Lee  may  be  forgiven,  If  late  among  his  fViends,  when  we 
know  that  his  enemies  rai-ely  reproach  him  for  a  like  remissness." 

The  grace  of  Porgy's  manner  happily  blended  with  the  giave 
dignity  of  his  address.     Lee  smiled  at  the  compliment : — 

"  Always  ready,  Porgy — never  to  be  outdone  in  the  play  of 
compliment,  or  the  retort  courteous  ;**  and  while  speaking  fafe 
was  nsherod  in  with  other  visiters. 
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The  company  was  at  length  assembled.  The  music  ceased. 
A  single  bugle  sounded  from  the  amphitheatre,  and  the  gueste 
disposed  themselves  without  oonfiasiou  under  the  whispered 
suggestions  of  Lieutenant  Frampton.  Porgy  took  his  place  at 
the  head  of  the  table,  standing,  till  all  were  seated. 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "  be  pledl^ed  to  find  places  at  the 
board.  Colonel  Singleton,  you  are  my  vU-a-vu,  Grovemor 
Hutledge  will  you  honor  me  by  sitting  at  my  right.  Greneral 
Qreene,  I  have  presumed  to  assign  you  the  seat  at  my  loft." 

Right  and  left  of  Singleton,  Marion  and  Sumter  were  placed. 
At  one  end  of  the  table  crossmg  the  centre  of  the  board.  Colonel 
Lee  was  seated,  Colonel  Maham  occupied  the  other.  Carrington, 
Horry,  Mellichampe,  St.  Julien,  iind  others  found  places  be- 
tween these  several  termini.  Scarcely  had  they  been  seated 
when  four  great  calabash  tureens  were  placed  severally  at  the 
extremities,  the  odorous  vapors  from  which  appealed  g^ratefully 
to  every  nostril  in  company. 

"  Turtle  soup !"  was  the  delighted  murmur. 

"  And  lemons !" 

And  as  the  smoking  vessels  were  set  before  the  governor  and 
General  Greene,  the  former  exclaimed ; — 

**  Faith,  Captain  Porgy,  your  last  voyage  to  the  West  Indies 
seems  to  have  been  a  highly  prosperous  adventure." 

"  In  truth,"  said  Greene,  "  I  am  half  inclined  to  think  that 
there  must  have  been  some  such  enterprise,  of  which  General 
Marion  has  forgotten  to  apprize  me." 

"  I  begin  seriously  to  suspect  him,"  said  Butledge.  "  The 
fact  is  that  General  Marion  is  so  fond  of  secret  enterprises,  and 
audacious  ones — does  things  with  so  much  despatch,  and  thinks 
it  so  easy  to  do  the  impossible,  that  I  half  believe  ho  has  made 
a  three  nights'  run  for  the  Havana^  or  sent  off  a  favorite  squad 
on  a  sortie  in  that  direction.  Say,  general,  is  it  not  so  ?  Let  us 
know  the  truth  of  it.  You  found,  among  your  captures  at 
Georgetown,  some  ready-rigged  sloop  or  schooner,  and  sent  her 
out  on  a  cruise  in  anticipation  of  this  very  occasion." 

*'  Nay,  governor,  the  merits  of  the  enterprise,  such  as  it  wai» 
and  the  fruits  thereof,  are  due  entirely  to  our  host.  It  was  hif 
adventure  wholly,  though  we  share  the  spoils." 

"But,  where — where — where — "  began  Peter  Horry,  shrt. 
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teiingt  "  wh#Pe  tlie  devfl  did  li©-^— clW  he — get  *em — ttortleffand 
lemons!     I  don't — don't — understand  it — at  all." 
-  ^  Bdti«r  tM  pteM  ihe  ifi^ttj*  H6ity»*'  s^'Siiligleto^  with  a 
sly  smile  upon  the  company — "the  discovery  will  hatilly  aAit 
to  your  owF-^       TtTT' 

"How — my  laui^l  Wkat— what— I  want  to^^— to  know 
-^luve  my  lamrrtii— td  d^^to  do-^wHh  the  matteK^?" 

*«L6t'fthiiT%  it,  0Dl6n^  Sb^loii/'  sutd  ButMl^  eirgeriy. 
"  Ooe wkk'th^sfoiyi    Oo^-^  Jiorry  is  m  *eld*m  to  be  cati^l^i 
ii«ppliftg^b«»  i'fiikall'tej%ta&  t^  hirve  oi^e  std^  atMs  e^j^ilfi^." 

"  Ay,-a^  flfe^  Afory,  8i(t^leC6fli"  fif^fnv  a  diMeh  v<yie^  ai^ottnd' 
the  board. 

"Tl»*— l^l»ii-ttcH  if  y»*  w^,*^  sWittertd  Horijr^"  only'  be 
sure,  and  tdl — the— die  troth*  axid  sUkih^'^yM  kni>w^-* 

"  The  adrentttre  ilhtstfat^dihe  milftary  ehaMcter  6t  Hie^  two 
gentlemen  most  admirably,"  said  Sittgleton.  *  Colonel  Horry 
is  a  gentleman  of  iargi9  eyed  and  grapples  wicH  dbjects  of  mag- 
niM^  always.  It  is  Gapt^m  Forgy's  pl^stlre  to^  be  di^rhnkia- 
tiligf  and  seteet.  Hie  lemonritAd  a  variety'of  other  edibles are^ 
fdttt4shed»  tttiwiilinj^lyj  I  grant  you,  bjr  Lord  Bawdon  himself. 
Ifhify  fwm  a  part  of  the  supplied  brougbt  up  hf  Ootonel  Stewart. 
In  dashing  at  Ste#art^  eonrojr^,  R^ftty  passed  a  m^n  little 
wKigfon  in  the  reat,  as  quite  m»^i<rortky  h»  regains.  He  swept 
oiF  as  you  know  three  or  few  oHiers  of  eoiksid^rable'  value  to 
the  army.  But  the  very  littlenB^  of  this  wagon  whi<*h  Horry 
had  despised,  fixed  the  regAi^s  of  onr  h)08t.  He  quietly  pos- 
sesMfA'him^lf  of  it,  and  wad  reHvarded  with  i^e  private  stores 
designed' for  Lord  Bnwdoit  himself.^  The*  story  produced  a 
laugh  k%  the  expense  af  Horry. 

"  Wlioi— who — who — the  devil;''  s«fd  h«,  wotfld  ba've  thouglit 
— of — of — anything  good  in — that  rickety  concern  ?  I'd  like 
to  know,  OaptrihrPorgy,  wh*t-yow  got  besidies  the  lenWhs  V^ 

*^ WhH;,  sirg*«r,  ceiide,'  tea^  dpicea,  Spinlsk  swet^tmeatdrpre^ 
sertted  gitfg«iv  ^Mie  kegs  efJiiaikiea;  and  a  goodty  viiMty 
besides!" 

"  The  d— 1 !— and— Mid-Jl  to  MriAi-'eA  Alt'^ 

** Btt  y«Qii fttt  UMte  of 4>aeoir«lid  f|(Hu^  B^Mf*" 

*  Several  bales  of  WankeCtr    ■'• ' 
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**  Ay,  m^  a  bathing-tub  and  complete  Bet  oH  cbamber  oddqIl* 
ery !" 

'*  Wbai,"  said  Boiledge,  <«  wi«  thore  a  bAthiiifH«b«iid  ehami- 
b»r  crockery  ?" 
,     "Yes,  indeed." 

"  Who  could  have  iraated  that,  I  vondeor  t" 

"Some  youog  eotign  of  the  bii&  or  bhiea/'  iaid  Poi)g7» 
"  vhoBO  mother -wms  duly  coneiderate  of  the  young  man's  skm 
19  a  wana  climate*  Xo«  0^0^^  bare  d4MM>Tered  Colonel  Hioiry's 
visage  when  thait  wagon  was  burst-open  And  die  eoaleatt  oa> 
vi»aled«    The  bathing-tub  and  furniture  filled  the  wagon." 

"  What  did  he  say,  Porgy  I     Tell  ns  that  I" 

"Say I  .Ahl  What  was  it.  eolonelt  DeMrer  U  yowself: 
nobody  oanm^ifiaiit  half  ao  wolL" 

" Ee — re — repeat  it  yourself,  if  yon  can!"  said  Hony  atat* 
tering  and  dipping  up  hia  soup  with  increased  m/Mit^^ 

"  Out  with  it,  Captain  Poigy.    Horry's  sp^sech. " 

Porgy  nodded  to  Singleton,  who  answered  «•—* 

"  I  heard  it,  and  as  Horry  pennits  will  deliTcr  it  He  mai, 
stiunping  his  feet  in  a  rage :  *  Threw  out  the  d-  d  badns^  and 
break  up  the  Unsted  tub.  Who  would  have  thought  of  mbj 
fellow  being  sn^h  a  bloody  booby  as  to  bring  «  bathinf^^ob  and 
chiunber  crockery  into  a  pond  a^d  bu^h  country  I* " 

And  slightly  imitating  the  stammer  of  H<Hiy  so  as  to  give  a 
lively  idea  of  his  manner,  Singleton  set  the  iMb  in  a  ooar* 
When  the  laugh  had  subsided  :«— 

"  But  did  he  break  up  the  crock^y,  Poi^t*' 

"Every  bowl  imd  basin*  He  was  merciless.  Yon  never 
saw  such  havoc  His  broadsword  played  elephant  in  Ae  crock- 
ery shop  to  perfection,  and  the  dcegeoiia,  delii^ited  wilii  the 
hfunors  of  their  ookmel,  went'into  the  work  of  demolition  with  a 
rush/' 

"I   had— no -^no-^ no  use^  for   the  d d*^"d'    ..d— 

d-....<-4  thii^;a»"  said  Hony;    "and  I  wM-^4e — de«*-«de— 
t^rmine^  to  give  the  d        d  pnppy  that  ikwaed  dien  a  IcMaa'' 

"Ha!  ha!  ha!" 

"  But  where  did  the  turtki  eeite  flwBi  t' ' 

"From  the  g^f|io$  of  mf  ^mk*  Tosu*'  said  Bstggr*  'The 
turtle  are  terrapin.fit>in  the  Oaw^cam^  .-.,     -- 
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*  Net  tb«  AlKg«ti>r  terrapin,  captahi,  I  hope,"  %tM  SkmHev, 
•*i  eonld  nerei*  bring  myfleU*  to  est  any  o£  that  order.** 

**  Yoii  <h«re  4mBib  it  en  tfau  oeoation/*  bmA  Porgj. 

**A]id  rery  eflbetaaUy  too^  generai,"  said  Singleton,  "rinee 
I  have  helped  you  to  a  second  Bnpply,  and  you  seem  in  a  Mr 
y^my  to  need  a  tfaird«*'  i 

fimrter  looted  a  little  Uaak. 

^'Dd  nat  be  diaeonitted,  generaly''  said  Poigy»  *'  tfaice  i  took 
the  precautiev  to  have  all  tbair  taib  onl  off  belbre  they  wem 
iMMbediip  fcv^be  sovp.** 

<<  But  what  dii  yon  do  witi  Ae  ttdhrr* 

''Ah!  they  were  made  into  balls,  with  a  ive  pivportion  of 

POaa  8B€r  aCKMI* 

- ^ Tow  liavecaught  me  beyond  encs^e,  oifptaiir,  since  I  eoiAss 
to  harodone  as  much  exeeotion  on  the  balls  as  on  the  soap*" 

''And  yo«  ara  sufnsad  into  a  wisdom,  g^uMal,  that  has 
curad  'you  of  the  ptejudfet^s  of  twenty  years!  What  we  call 
the  all^iator  terrapin  is  ^e  best  of  the  tribe^^tfae  Avttest,  rich- 
eatf  best  flavored.  It  requires  only  that  skill  in  the  ^hressing 
idneh  my  man  Tom  supf^es/' 

The  bugle  soniided.  Ser^oant  Millhotise  maMhaHed  the  wait* 
era  to  ^dr  statiom^  atod  the  emptied  tsssoIb  were  removed. 
With  aAotiier  blast  of  the  bugle,  new  dishes  weve  set  on  the 
Uble. 

"A  noble-looki]^  fish^"  aaid  Ghreene.  ''What  fisli  is  this, 
Captain  Porgy  1" 

''The  greatest  delicacy  of  a  fresh- water  river,  this  is  .the 
Kdas^  bloe  «at-^for  very  nieo  people  a  most  disoouragiiig 
nam  p. — Geutlcmon,  look  to  yourselves.  Here  is  boiled  flsb, 
snob  as  fireoi^  the  Third  can  not  prooare;  dcesaed  in  i^  style 
whidi  ¥K>u]d'not  diseredit  the  tafate  o(  oar  great  aBy,  the  hing 
of  France.  Men  of  gout  will  of  course  prefer  the  boiled**— fbr 
the  undeveloped  taata,  tiho  £ry  k  abundant  Thero  ai^  perch 
and  trout  m  thale  oeveral  dbbes.  Tbay  aoa  all  fcsah  It^nat  the 
Bdiato  iritUaAfe  haui!*.^' 

"  Your  troopers  have  beei;  busy,  captain." 

''Ay,  Ar,  mtd  mf  took,  fie  tras  taMmala  iar  Ids  search 
along,  the  w»  Aae  mocaing,  to  «onie  vpifn  ti»e^  or  fbar  fidi^ 
tnfs,  which  he  anptiai  aiihuul  kava.*  GmmnMr,  tbe  melted 
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b«ll«r is  bMide  7011.  Byt^t^mnyi  tfaotd  nsml^  bisc«l-  sMS'Vbo 
from  the  MoBM  of  oiy  Lord  Brnwiom^^^^enoMf  d»  not  dreair 
of  defiling  ths^fiA  witii  tiiio§wi>  It  is  an  akmatim^Amtki  tins 
cftse/^  The  fi«b  onlj  eritiJattto  ^e  ImMicv  ukl  the 
cfiififete^'' 

The  eye  of  Porgj  swept  the  table.    Thegnest^  • 
the  fish  with  the  relish  of  starring  insiL    Tbfeie  w«^4i  < 
Thefii99r«f  Pfltgy  was  litftodi    liffihbaM*8  lNi^e«at««fligQe» 
attd^the^'fiA  wl»^8u^6rs«ded  with  «trMiel^A£  diskn;; 

''General  Greene — Governor  RntleJgiiii  o«ftrnigft4-fP' 
soade  you  both  to  the  r^gdtifc  w&idl  m  hdlonnkJ* 

'<  WWirkrit,  <M4pt«iikf^ 

**  Try  it>  generaL  It  is  the  alerta-^the  greett  ttmik'*>^m  isi** 
ot  eUekrni  yott  wOl  find  k»  but  fiur  sapanois.  Xis^iltow^ii  tf 
the  hgarUn  aeeonding'  to  tiie  Spauaadsi  and  a^diab  qnHa  » 
raw  a»  ezqaiflita  «i  lablek  Geii<tomen»^Sntoaji«tteJt  wtth-Aeae 
dishes  you  will  find  more  fMuKar^  b«fe  iniarier  owba.  Ttrnm 
are  hams  aftd  tDagaeS>  both  from  the  atans^f  Lord  BsMtdaa, 
«id»  in  lict,  most^  thia  eome  wfll  beibmld  of  fwaigti  i 
ter.  You  will  please  ask  me  for  Ha  msae  rewel^ti 
my  mode-of  ytiotnaog  M^pIteK  as  I  hnfe  na  wmIi  to«EpM»-lihe 
hifiahing  of  nny  mOie^roA>iqr*  It  b  nsi-e»esy  one  <tf —r  pa^ 
tisins  who  cmk  beitf>  wiA  sa  mncb  iiffnaairtity  an  Onlsmnl 
Hony>  the  story  of  his  own  acqnisitionst  and  how  made." 

^^Tlns-^what  do  you  call  it  f*  aaid  Qnensi 

"Al«rur 

'"ladalicioaB!" 

''And  nothing eonld  be moie ssraiy timn  dkii>istMv  Cafldhi 
P«gy." 

"Yesi  indeed^  %09mam^^iim  Spaniaids  fanre  tke  merit  «f 
th»  tfsaoToij.  Bnl  gnnthmeu,  inA  itoB  tmum,  ft  is  tfase  tn 
siaiitnniiao  the  feast/' 

The  sfoakav'a  fingar  wm-wfM^  smd  ttm  miSMBOnrto#is  <f 
pnaek  w itn^Bl  temmt^ie  two  ends  of  ^^y^abief 

'^ Gentlemen,  we  owe  a  great  deal  to  lim  piu>iiimi»ef  liaatf 
Bewdon^'* 

^Aadlh^iBiiii  ill  HI  aHB[eMy."a«nimeJ'Bansiny*lbr, 
of  e  ireaQ->  kad-he  1  aptm  iwl  Aeae  spaas,Jm  aOiM  MW»  Imw 
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^  Sir/'  said  Porgj  with  soleinmty/  ^Jie  iwoyd  have  jRMted 
4bea**^in]9ed»»poB'UB.dngoMUL-^£kBtleBMn>  yon  wfllpleMe 
:fiU.£ur  ji  Mniineirt.  Oolmel  fittgkton  aafttfaat  jaur«odo£iIw 
table  charges  duly." 

^^  We^are  xeadgTf  jcaptaiiL" 

Pfiotgyrifliogt'r- 

<<(3«Ddem#ii*  fiw  firflt  ^segiidar.aontiB^  « Tie  Muse  of 
liheitjr^tke^caatoofitbeiidaeikaD  4iaiitiiiert  of 

aU  cealiMiMls  irfcemFer  0raB-Jia8ta*liniig  «^ 

^^MoMm/*    And-tlie^baDdafllMuskiTip. 

^.GaftekiFQig^f^^'jaaii  Leet  f^jgeodflfte^Sf  yon  please  ar«eeciBd 
aofifiy  of  that  diihvhioh  yo^  eidl  the^dcrtia.  I  doiift|ni«ir 
vhtfulitortiof  i)iM  ilja^'biit>tiie;45aiiriNr  is  iiuii«f  y^nagpig^oaa. 
•Iti  is  wiMwtfs^iHy.  ntae." 

^SliagBie  vMi  jm«»  Lea^''  aaid  Ooloaei^WaBams,  ^A<mgh  i 
JmfmKiCfimcno  idea  m^it  ttaarinrd-fs-tliaii  of 'the  iiumiiotti  4f  like 
-moon.    l4^a»tKotd)kj7«n«lao^<Oaptai»'Pcvg^.'' 

*<  J  .mwfc '  ajao  >tra^aas«  -aap^k/'  8*id  Cbmrinetbn.  •*  Ondi- 
narilj,  I  seldom  suffer  mjsrif  4fO-i8atof  tdkbas-^if  jvrkiafa  I.kBOr 
jHithoig^  fani:4liBiplSqpreigii  maatseoBAe  to  us  wader  -gaod  ^guar- 
anties, though  half -tbetiade  withost^aaamfr  at^alL" 

**  UokM  Fr«aa]|,  iRfaicb  isJOii&iichtOrealB^eiaM,'^  «aid>liaham. 

^'Qio^emwmA  haML^iii iSuvope  eajoya  Ae  > l^e.  diMiH  I  >]i^ 
jrou,.CMoftel  Jiahatt  r 

^<  ThMlk^ym,  jrw.    Butl  thought  79a^«all«d  it  ^fofaigir/' 

*'S#tit>iaff^kiio&e  aenae;  >hi;^ithia  Js<iot'iaipoffC0d.  It  4s 
mMliy4mamtMJ' 

<«  WeU.JnrMgB  oradan)aatic,it:iftlrst«ate«''aaUl«hNM|ie.  «« 
ariU  iqr  «^ilHde4ji|kOM4il^stf^aap^ 

^'Ah!  general,"— with  a  smile— "suffer  me  to  sajAttt^lt 
tM  <Nfl7  'mUkb  wmlMA  ^ewiaefiafter  <iai,itiial  'tba  taaia  pf^^rly 
refines.    Oovemor,  shall  I  serve  jou  ?" 

i*  Th^ijfsoh  \l  idll  «nce jai^tlift  #f  lyovr  iagafiu,  aapiilb/' 
and  a  sly  gUoiae  isf  <fislilB%eiaffariz0ditha  eiqptain  ^^4iia's«l- 
^ioioiia.    Bwtithe.fiMeof  Borgywi^noiriPi^kliotis^ 

'!  Qit^evl0m''^Mi:  Ssagktai, «trtha  «thiip  :«ttd^^fitiM4ftM6, 
H;AI  ^wejglaflMk^' 

«$  Bjad7»  ^"laaid.fioagy. 
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Siogletoa  rote>  and  gave  t-^ 

'« Boutfa  0aroHB»~almO8t  freed  fnm  the  footstep  of -Ae  l» 
.eign  tjrant,  aad  risuig  to  tke  fall  assertion  of  lier  •wn  sover- 
eignty !" 

A*brilliant  burst  from  John  Butledge,  briefi  hut  like  a  fierj 
tongue  speaking  to  the  soul,  followed  this  sentimeiit ;  and  the 
music  rose,  into  a  tnnmphant  peal'«s  his  yoiee  died  awaj  upon 
the  echoes.  OdiersentiiiMnis  sueceeded  o^ier  speeches;  Bat- 
ledge,  Greene,  Hiirien,  Snmter,  LeOrireie  all  dnfy  beaeved  widi 
toasts,  and  all  responded^  ea^  after  kis  own  fashion,  all  miaffect- 
^dlj,  shnidyi  and  w^  ike  proper  eameslness  of  BokUen.  And 
the  punch  flowed  anew  into  friish  goblets,  and  the  merriment 
grew  high*  aad  some  of  the  gtave  barons  began  to  sisg  in 
snatches,  and  the  volunteer  toasts  filled  up  the  pauses  in  the 
conversation.  Meanwkile,  a  seove  of  laeloBs  were  plaeed  upon 
the  board,  and  the  preasrved  fhuls  fren  *^he  West  Indies, 
guava  and  ginger,  were  crowded  upon  the  boards  and  pro- 
voked new  DfterrimfRit  at  the  eKpense  of  Bawdos,  who  lost*  and 
Horry  who  refosed  to  find  die  prise. 

And  while  tkey  gashed  deeply  the  pmrpk  centres  of  the 
melons,  Butledge  suddenly  said  to  Pocgy  ^^* 

''And  now,  captain,  that  yon  hare  had  ye«r  IriunpU  that 
all  present  have  borne  testimony  in  tiie  least  equivocal  mannm 
,  to  the  Ibetits  of  jreur.fiBast,  I  would  filin  Iemsw  of  what  those  for- 
eign dishes  were  compounded,  of  whidi^  knowihg  aotking,  idl 
have  partaken. so  freely*  Hams  and  tongnesriraph  fbom  Brit- 
aiai  designed  fi^r  my  Lord  Bawdon's  own  table,-  have  been  sent 
away  from  yours  uncut — proof  of  homage,  tha  Kost  profeimd, 
ito  yet  preferable  ineats.  Pray  tell*tn»  then,  what  were  ike  ele- 
ments of  your  lagartm  aad  ymor  oiei^a^-^jFoitt'  wgopar  aad 
•tfJim" 

.    ''Ay*  ay/!  seooaded  the^  company,  ^<iet  «s  know.    What 
were  the  birds  r* 

«« I  sboald  really  be  pleased  io  knaiw,  Oaptain  PMgjr,"*  said 
3en#ifal  Greene^  benring,  "  toaahiag  those  l»rds.'>* 

"  There^  need  be  90  mystery  in  it  now,  ^neial,  nttee>  as 
O^ir^mH^rtBatiMfa  saysL  tke  fiMSt  kaa  trkunpksd.  B^  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  too  greatly  confound  you,  wfaea  I  -atata  timi  the 
dishes  contained  no  birds  at  all.    The  stew  of  aUrUiW9m^  eom 


HOW   POBaY   FEASTED  THE   CAPTAINS.  649 

pouaded  ohieflj  of  the  race  whicb  helped  Homer  in  the  eon- 
•tmotion  of  ae  epic^^a  race  which  Milton  descrihes  as  the-* 

•"Small  infantry 
Warred  on  by  «raD««.** 

«*  YoU  rarelj  do  not  mean  frogs,  Oaptain  Porgy  ?"  cried  Lee, 
wilh  affscted  horror  in  his  accents. 

*'  Yonr  guess  is  a  sagacious  one,  and  worthy  of  the  legion, 
Colonel  Lee." 

**  Good  heavens !  and  is  it  come  to  this,  that  the  soldiers  of 
liberty  shonld  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  frog-eating  ?** 

•* Necessity,  Colonel  Lee!"  exclaimed  Rntledge.  "By 
beayen^  sir,  it  should  be  matter  of  taste  and  preference,  sir, 
if  only  in  due  deference  to  our  great  Gallic  ally ;  but,  of  a 
tmth,  sir,  after  today's  feast,  it  should  be  a  new  argument  in 
behalf  of  liberty,  that  she  has  brought  us  to  such  rare  fine  feed* 
ing  and  such  improved  tastes." 

*'And  ^kt&  other  dish.  Captain  Porgy,"  demanded  Sumter, 
"  the  stew  with  the  Spanish  name  t" 

•*The  name  speaks  for  itself — lagarta.    It  is  of  the  great  ' 
lizard  family — the  cayman — in  vulgar  speech,  the  alligator. ' 
But  the  specimens  employed,  gentlemen,  were  mere  juveniles ; 
young  vagabonds,  whose  affectionate  parents  had  hardly  suffered 
them  out  of  sight  before.    They  had  probably  never  fed  on 
larger  prey  than  their  neighbors  of  the  alerta  family." 

**One  question,  Captain  Porgy,"  said  Carrington;  "be  so 
good  ss  to  infbrm  me,  if,  among  your  several  unfamiliar  dishes, 
I  have  had  the  happiness  to  eat  of  the  rattlesnake,  the  viper, 
-the  moeeasin,  or  the  boa-constrictOr  t"        ' 

**  Alas !  colonel,  I  grieve  to  say  that  you  have  not.  I  should 
have  been  pleased  to  have  got  a  couple  of  young  chicken-snakes, 
but  I  was  not  fortunate  in  the  search.  We  got  glimpse  of  a  few 
rtimiers  [black^snakes],  but  they  were  quite  too  swift  of  foot  for 
the  hunters.  The  chicken-snake  is  of  unexceptionable  tender- 
ness'; tie  runner  is  a  little  too  muscular,  if  not  previously  well 
sodden }  but,  unless  near  a  hencoop,  or  a  ciymcrib,  it  fe  not  easy 
to  find  the  chicken-snake.  I  repeat  myTegrets  that  I  could  ndt 
secure  this  delicacy  for  my  table.  But  another  time,  Colonel 
Carrington,  should  you  sup  with"  me,  I  will  make  a  speoittl 
effort  in  your  behalf." 
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**  I  thank  70a,  ^ir ;  do  Boi  raffer  jour  tegret»  to  diilnrt)  700. 
iPov  t^at  m^ti^t  I  am  half  donbtM  wbetiier  your  Mieria  tmd 
lagartUf  of  which  I  havie,.ui  my  ignorance,  partaken  somewhat 
too  freely,  will  contmue  to  lie  lig^ly  on  my  soul  or  stomach." 

"Have  no  feaiwi,  sir;  and  the  hotter  to  secure  tlieir  lepose, 
do  me  the  honor,  sir,  of  a  howl  of  punch , with  me.  Gtonilg»<n« 
I  entreat  the  whole  tahje  to  our.cpmpanio^ipw" 

And  the  vessels  were  filled  and  emptied. 

"And  now,  gentlemen,"  contijitted  the  hostel ; give , yon — 
'  The  poets,  who  roiniiiter  at  once  to  Apollo,  to,  Baeebns,  and  to 
Hars,  and  heg  to  introduce  you  to  the  only,  repregentartve  of 
the  faculty  in  our  squadron,  Mr.  George  Denni^on,  m^  ^nngn. 
If  I  mistake  not,  he  has  been  this  day  as^biisy  v^ith  the  moae, 
as  I  with  my  cook  ;  and,  if  we  will  suffer  him,  I^  will  hring  «s 
^fts  from  Parnassus  not  unworthy  of  th^iOjwhi^.we  ba^e  en- 
joyed from  the  provision- wagon  of  Lprdji^wd^^n/' 

"In  which  Horry,  going  i&om  JD|an. to  B^vahebftf  ooai^d  see 
nothing." 

"  Haviiig  a;ta#tc  for  haths,  waj^in^jpa^Sf^i^i^d^d^t^iheivfiimi- 
ture." 

**  'Nough  of  that — that  — Singleton  I  J  - — I  rmrm  a .  aiiUKr 
he — he — beyond  salvation^  if  I  ever  pa^>  little  mefMii-lpfiking 
wagon  again,  without  seeing  what's  in  it." 

"  But — Mr.  pennison,"  said  Butle^g^ 

"  George !  Geordie !"  said  Porgy,  gjood-luMnimtdly.  The 
poet,  hitherto  the  only  silent  .person  at  table,  noW;r09e-^&4/iU. 
slender  person^  of  bright,  lively  c^ye,  mouth  foil  of  eaipywrioUt 
Grecian  nose,  and  great  forehead  rising  up  like,atQW«r.  SQa 
cheeks,  were  flui^hodt  h^^&am^  trep4>l^>  ^^P^  ^here  wtas  aa  evi- 
dent quiverii^g  of  the  lip  which  .wjts  disQernihl^tto  tfv^iVj  ^jie 
about  him.  Dennisosi  sang  the  yers^  jwhjfh  he  ivnscMie,  hi  it 
clear,  miliary  voice,  shrill  lUce  a. clarion.  Xhere  :wiM^  peritjaps, 
no  great  deal  of  in^sic  in  his  <on^position,  hut  en(»^h,for  the 
present  ,purpose,  and  of  the  kind  best  sni|ed,  rperh^yp,  :lbr  a 
military  gathering — bold,  free,  eager  .lutd  full  ^f  t^nim^tjton. 
JSis  ballad  hftd  been  the  work  of  that  yegy^^ft^^q^n. 

lE^e  had  no  prefaces.  But,  ,wiMting  till.t^,^Qi|fi^  b<#iad«ia9d 
j^  v^9ic9s,,l^p  theA,^a^ : — 
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THE   BATTLE    PBAST. 

To  the  dark  and  bloodj  feast^ 

Haete  ye  battle  valtores,  haste; 
There  is  banquet,  man  and  beast^ 

For  jTOtir  savage  taste : 
Never  on  such  costly  wassail 

Did  ye  flesh  your  beaks  before; 
Come»  ye  slaves  of  Hesse  Cassel,* 

To  be  sold  no  more  I 

Small  your  eost  to  George  of  Britain, 

One  and  sizpenee  steriing  down  ;f 
Yet  for  this,  ye  sorry  chapmen, 

Each  will  lose  his  crown ; 
Freedom  knows  no  price  for  ralor. 

Yours  is  measured  by  the  groat» 
Britain  pays  in  gold  and  silver, 

We  in  steel  and  shot 

Recreants*  ye  from  Scottish  Highlands, ( 

Lately  rebels  to  the  throne 
Of  that  brutal  foreign  despot, 

Now,  whose  sway  ye  own ; 
Ye  are  welcome  to  the  banquet, 

Which  is  spread  for  all  who  oome^ 
Where  the  eater  is  the  eaten. 

And  the  deathsman  goes  to  doom. 

And  ye  braggart  sons  of  Erin, 

Loathing  still  the  sway  ye  bear, 
Groaning  in  the  very  fetters, 

Ye  would  make  us  wear; 
Ever  writhing,  ever  raging, 

'Neath  the  bonds  ye  ean  not  braak-^ 
Here  the  bloody  banqnel  wooe  ye. 

Gather  and  partake  1 

*  The  HndMit,  hired  at  so  maefa  per  bead  to  the  crown  of  BriUln.  for  tbf  war  lo  Amer- 
lea,  formed  no  Mnall  portion  of  the  British  army. 

t  We  are  not  sore  that  Master  Oeorgo  Dennison  la  altogether  rlffat  in  this  statement  of 
the  hire  of  the  Hessians  pur  hoad,  but  the  diferenoe  Is  Immaterial,  whether  in  poetry  or 
history. 

X  The  exQed  rebels  of  '45,  when  settled  in  America,  almost  wholly  proved  adherents  of 
that  monarch  whom,  as  followers  of  the  dcuartt,  they  opposed  to  the  kulle.  Hie  disasters 
of  '45  -samd  them  of  all  propensity  to  rebellkm.  Bv«n  the  Maedonaldt,  the  ftmont  Heetor 
—  flora  «^  eared  the  Pretender -^  an  became  loyal  to  QeoTfe  the  Third  In  Aiasrias,  and 
eiiB«lit  aeafa^JlM  iMitrlofii 
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Stoop,  ye  vultares,  to  the  ifisue, 

It  will  b«  ere  8«t  of  rani 
Mark  whose  valor  bidee  the  longeel^ 

Blood  of  price  or  blood  of  none. 
Gomat  the  Tartan  of  Glenorcby, 

Cornea  the  sullen  Saxon  boor. 
Comet  the  light-heeled  German  yagttv 

Crowding  to  the  shore! 

Who  shall  meet  them  bj  the  water 

On  the  mountain,  in  the  yale, 
Meet  them  with  the  strokB  of  slanghtM; 

Till  the  right  arm  fail  I 
Wherefore  ask!    Yon  pealing  summon^ 

Finds  fit  answer,  sharp  and  80on» 
Answer  fit  for  peers  and  oommous, 

Yager  and  dragoot.. 

Lot  the  soul  that  makes  a  nation. 

Which,  from  out  the  ranks  of  toil. 
Upward  springs  in  day  of  peril, 

Soul  to  saye  the  soil ! 
Comes  a  high  and  mighty  aspect, 

From  the  shores  of  Powhatan  ;•» 
Lol  in  him  the  nation's  hero^ 

Glorious  perfect  man  I* 

Follows,  rugged  as  his  mountain^ 
.  Daring  man  from  Bennington  ;f 
Blacksmith  stout  from  Narraganset,| 

Good  where  deeds  are  done: 
Comes  the  keen-eyed  Santee  rifle^ 

Sleepless  still  and  swift  as  flaDM^ 
Rowel  rashing,§  bullet  wingingf 

Man  of  deadly  aim. 

Stoop,  ye  Tultures,  to  the  issne^ 

8to6p^  and  soDur  the  bloody  plain ; 
Flesh  your  beaks  where  fat  the^  oarnagi^ 

Mountains  up  the  slain : 
Whose  the  skull  your  talon  rendeth: 

Eye,  within  your  dripping  beak, 
Speechless  tongue  that  loosely  lolletb 

On  divided  cheek? 

In  the  tartan  of  Glenorchy, 
Scarlet  of  the  Saxon  boor, 

•WwblBftoo.  f  Stark.  ( Grecoe.  $  SuaWr 
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Gray  frock  of  the  HeaaiAn  yager 

Strewn  from  monnt  to  shore; 
Read  the  fate  of  hireling  ralor, 

Read  the  doom  of  foreign  foe, 
Know  that  he  who  snaites  for  freedom, 

Eyer  atrikee  the  deadly  hlow  1 

It  was  in  the  midBt  of  the  compliments  of  the  party  to  the 
poet,  that  Willie  Sinclair  stole  in  to  the  tahle,  and  plucked  the 
deeve  of  Marion,  who  rose  quickly  and  quietly,  and  went  out 
with  him  in  silence.  The  company  sat  at  the  tahle  some  time 
longer. 

''  Why  your  poet  seems  a  genuine  Birserker,  Oaptain  Porgy. 
This  chant  was  worthy  to  be  sung  in  the  hall  of  Odin,  Does 
he  fight  as  bravely  as  he  sings." 

**  Every  bit,  sir,  and  he  goes  into  battle  with  the  same  con- 
vulsive 8oi*t  of  tremor  with  which  he  begins  to  sing  or  to  recite. 
But  that  passes  off  in  a  few  moments*  and  then  he  fairly  rages. 
In  fact,  sir,  it  is  not  easy  for  him  to  arrest  himself,  and  he 
sometimes  shows  himself  rather  too  savage  in  strife — with 
rather  too  great  an  appetite  for  blood.'' 

"  You  are  as  fortunate,  Captain  Porgy,  in  your  poet  as  your 
cook;  I  would  I  could  persuade  them  from  you !— Who? — Do 
you  say  t" 

These  last  words  were  spoken  to  Lieutenant  Frampton,  who 
had  whispered  something  into  Butledge's  ear. 

"  Colonel  Sinclair,  your  excellency.  He  waits  you  without* 
along  with  General  Marion." 

*' Instantly" — and,  watching  his  opportunity*  while  beakers 
were  filling,  Butledge  stole  away.  Greene  followed  his  exam* 
pie,  so  did  Sumter  and  the  elder  officers ;  the  young  ones  re- 
mained, and  soon  Captain  Porgy,  his  veneration  no  longer 
active,  was  in  full  flight,  keeping  the  table  in  a  roar,  with 
merry  jest,  jibe,  and  story,  till  the  hours  grew  something  smaller 
than  the  stars,  and  the  moon  had  a  hooded,  downcast  looking 
visage,  as  if  she  had  seen  or  heard  something  to  shock  her 
modesty.  Let  us  leave  the  revellers  while  they  make  a  fizia) 
onslaught  upon  the  punchbowls. 
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OHAPTEB  XLVII. 

JCBNB  CLOSB8   IN   CLOUD  AND  MY8TFBY 

It  is  a  necessarj  law  of  our  existence  that  we  are  not  al- 
lowed to  hare  tilings  just  as  we  wish  them.  Life  runs  cot  mora 
smoothly  than  love.  The  course  of  both  is  broken  with  fre« 
quent  impediments,  if  only  in  order  that  the  stream  should 
possess  a  due  degree  of  Titality  for  its  own  strength  and  puri« 
fication.  W^  are  not  allowed  to  feel  secure,  at  any  taoment, 
in  our  possession,  or  in  the  fhll  realieation  of  our  fkvorite  pur- 
poses. Use  all  precautions,  exercise  all  our  vigilance,  assert 
duly  all  our  resources  of  bought  and  genius,  and  stni  we  find 
ourselves  thwarted  by  impediments  which  we  are  rarely  able 
to  foresee^  and  not  often  able  to  contend  widi. 

Willie  Sinclair  had  prored  himself  as  circumspect,  vigilant 
and  industrious  as  brave.  He  had  cheerfhlly  gone  to  his  tasks 
and  these  were  as  various  as  exacting.  He  had  calmly  under- 
taken the  most  perihHis  situations,  and  had  encountered  their 
diffienHiM  and  ^dangers  with  an  ability  which  had  resulted,  dins 
far,  in  the  most  perfect  success,  in  all  those  respects  which  con- 
cerned'the  interests  of  the  army  and  the  country.  He  had 
won  the  admiration  even  of  suoti  admirable  judges  and  per- 
ormers  as  Butledge  and  Marion.  But  in  his  personal  fortunes 
— in  respect*  to  those  interests  which  concerned  his  individual 
sympathies  and  affections — everything  had  gone  wrong.  He 
had  o£fetided  his  father  by  his  patriotism  —  had  still  further 
offended  him,  by  suffering  his  heart  to  go  astray  into  pastures 
which  were  forbidden— and  now  the  added  mortification  of 
seeing  the  ebfeet  of  his  aflfections,  and  all  her  fiimily,  involved 
in  dangers,  including  sundry  forms  of  peril,  while  in  bis  \efifP 
ing  partially,  and  mostly  because  of  their  connection  with 
himself; — in  this  lay  the  chief  sting  of  his  present  sufiering. 
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Ho:*1iacl 'failed  utterly  in  hk  seareh  after  Bertlia  aiul  her 
iamther.    They  kad  left  no  tcaces 'witioh  be  ccrald  tight  tipon, 

Smh  as  he'had.fotiowed^thafl. only  deluded  htm  firom  the  ri|;iit 
path ;  and  he  retamed  to  <mi9p  in:deBpair.  He  had  lost  orrery 
cine. to  the  pnrsnit.  ^or  the  momeiit,  he. appeared  *nntBanned ; 
and  when  he  had  reported  the  reeolte  of  his  axpeditioti  io 
MaNOn,  it  ^re^aiied  ^ail  -thet  iagentiify  of  the  fameas  partisan  to 
inspirit  him.  Not  that  he  was  disposed  to  larego  liitave  exoi*- 
tion  in»th4l  polSBuitiof  his  ol^eet. '  That  was  the  one  purpose 

.which  like  had  in  oimtemplatiQn ;  and  3v>hen  he.fimiiMoedhis 
general  ont  to  a  eoBference,  it  was  wi^ithe  Yum^io  ohtaimag 
the  desired  permission  to  contanae  his  oearoh  jifter  the  ifsmiiy 
0f  <Em»Uf  fwsthout  fregaird  to  the  taction  ^  ef  the  4irmy. 

Mndoniallyisynipathiaecl  irUhthe^toral  jgridf  aad  appin- 
hension  of  our  hero,  fie  hnew^ just  as  w^jae  anyhody  "felse, 
•arfaat  shoilU'be'tfaB.ap^elttasieii&  feh  iANr.tiie,aafety^^  Mrs. 
TraaiftjaQd  iier  iaiigbtor^t-toaay  tu^hhig.ofithe'fiither.andecK. 
Hetknewihe  wild . oHtlaeby  vangnig  'Ihsoagli  theiooaptry ;  tile 
If ckless  hmiaMty  of  the  r^fugeea  ^n  hotfaakks^^  the  eold  aad 

.ai(v«{|8  iMftove  of 'Jaglehaadt;  JthiB  dangeas  whieh  threatened 
laadeaDditenale  e<}ually  of^e  seiUteMid  ikoaly.  (BntheliAd 
■his  eeneelatMs*  He  igave^Sinolair  «iull  import  <tf ^ the  resohces 
made.m  eotincii^taQd  aoantMud  ithe^tetJthait^ilrith  iGhreenn's 
famiisieni  Autledgevh^  leserved  ihimseif  (fiiaekir)  ^inth  the 
4Marps.ef>^  Jiili4n»  £or  spen^  liaties,  whidt^he  faefi yettkept 
pmpte; 

•Bier  ie  gif«  Jm^aaifiBMmHi^^ni^sfedalm98u^u^^i<^.ik^ 
Trm'w^atAj.   ^Bo«.h«0eileieplues«" 

BvdedgB  appeared  at  the  «ena»k,.pHu[^ie(4i'#bekirte  Jialid 
intli^eeiionate.synpadiy. 

^'iCoBsefbithor^this way^gfenetal^^said^kej  AaoAtlmywtiimd 
^o^aiMlen  tree  en  tiie/edge  ^i»4hiAot^iaad  Jthan/^ealed'tkein- 
^aehrei.    **  Xen  liaire  been vttnrae^esBfnl^SiDekitf<}"'  • 

^  YihMf  so,  getatiHir/^ 
>Koekiear 

ii*ibU)ner  sir  I  i  MltmBi^masHk  n&ly  ^aa^  nriried  nne.  I  k«re 
iuot  tiM  ^e  4i^it«s*'idea  iwkat  -eowfe'Vber  tt  Jfasene.    I  Jtii;re 
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« Ideas,''  said  Batledge,  dieerilj,  ''do  not  obey  itm  will! 
They  come  withcHit  prenteditaAaon.  Ton  may  not  ha^e  ilian 
to-nigbt,  but  they  will  oeme  with  the  moming.  You  know  not 
how  wonderful  is  sle^  m  giving  freedom  to  ccmjectnre.  Yo« 
are  exhanated*  Ton  have  not  slept  ;-^  with  sneh  a  atato  of 
yoar  nenrons  system,  to  tiiink  would  be  impeasiUe." 

And  be  £ak  ^e  palse  of  the  dvafoon  c^ioev  at  be  spoke,  and 
looked  into  his  eyes. 

''Tonr  nervous  system  is  cut  of  order.  You  have  nettber 
slept  nor  supped.  You  must  do  both,  or  you  wiU  be  akk.  Tour 
tone  is  enfeebled.  You  must  especially  exert  your  will,  tf  yim 
would  be  usefully  aedve.  Hear  me,  colond-^and  by  the  wi^. 
here  is  your  commission.  You  will  do  me  the  faonw  to  accept 
this  proof  of  my  high.appreoiatiott  of  your  reeent  aeBvicea.** 

Sinclair  bowed  as  he  took  the  paper. 

"  Hear  me,  fitnelair*  You  are  physically  weak,  mentafiy 
auffecing — morally  and  physically  prostrated,  if  jmt  do  not 
briog  up  your  body,  by  the  exeroise  of  your  mind,  you  wiU 
have  fever  in  twenty*four  hours.  Now,  my  dear  £rilow«  da  yen 
aonceive  the  misahlef  of  that  fever  I  Itiwill  incapacitata-yaii 
lor  this  search  aftte  the  Travis  fiumily  1  I  have  aet  my  heart 
on  this  search*  which  can  be  ezeouted  by  nobody,  aa  wett  as 
yourself.  That  damsel,  BMha  Travk,  and  h&r  exeeUent 
moth^  succeeded  in  the  bnef  meetkig  iK^ch  I  faadwkkiheBi, 
in  twining  themselves  about  my  heart:  I  am  resolved  timi 
you  shall  recover  them !  For  this  purpose,  anticipating«-^or 
holding  as  poasiUe — your  |itesent  £ulnre,  I  obtaiiiad  General 
Marion's  consent  to  the  appn^riatSon,  to  ay  awn  ai)jeclp.af 
your  services  and  those  of  Oaptain  St  JuHen  wUh  hia  troap. 
YouaretoeB$(^&JoviiifgeonMussioD;.  moving  at  your  ovn  dis- 
cretion, and  only  required  to  co-opemto  witfa'fienaralfinmter*s 
ooaaand  vriien  ocaasion  offers*  ¥ow,  my  dear  flittclasr*  unless 
you  assert  jmet  wil^for  the  benefit  of  yaur  lied^  thia  aammis- 
sion  will  be  of  no  value  isi  your  handB«  Yon  wiU  be  on  yenr 
back,  prostrate  with  fever,  in  less  thanciwenty-four  hows.  Now, 
it  is  useless  to  tell  a  man  that  he  must  feed,  or  physie^  rest,  or 
work,  if.  his  wkA:  does  not  spring  in  •ednoeii  widi  thejodnnseL 
I  teU  you  what  ia  hefiire  you«^ what  is  the  tnst  given  -^  yaor 
hands— what  is  the  dangeitathaoI^iectawhaBh jNtt  1 
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what  is  ibe  degree  of  fcnrce  that  ire  oani  aoeord  to  yon  in  the 
proieeatioii  of  your  duties.  We  can  do  no  more.  Nobody  can 
do  more  fbi  yon.  Yon  ainst  do  the  rest  for  yomself.  Look  to 
the  danger*^ look  to  the  trust.  Let  yonr  mind  rise  to  the  exi- 
gency, sood  yon  will  grew  strong;  you  must  will  it— -tnW  it— 
and  sleep  and  eat,  under  the  will  which  demands  that  yon  be 
strong.  These  ladies  you  ean  resene — no  doubt  of  it — if  you 
gire  yourself  a  little  time,  and  work  with  heart  Travis  you 
may  resone.  I  eee  nothing  to  alarm  you  for  the  aaftty  of  either 
of  these  parties,  if  yen  only  feel  what  yon  ha^e  to  do,  and  re- 
eelyete  de  it  with  yonr  usual  promptness.  If  not — then  QcA 
be  mereifnl  to  this  poor  family,  fbr  they  are  all  in  a  most  serions 
danger/' 

"Ah!  if  it  be  not  too  late,  sirf'  answered  Sinolaur,  in 
oheking  accents.  ^ 

**  We  are  not  to  suppose  this  uikler  any  eirenmstances.^  It  is 
ifficient  te  ^d  it  too  late.  The  very  fear  that  it  hi  so,  Is  apt 
to  eafbeble  the  exei^ion,  which  would  else  provide  the  remedy. 
Bnt>  in  ^e  ease  of  Travis  and  his  son^  it  can  not  be  too  late, 
we  know.  We  know  the  game  of- their  captor,  supposing  him 
te  be  Ibglehardtv  His  profit  Jies  in  keeping'  the  sewet  irf 
Travis»  and  using  it  agauist  the  terrors  of  his  prkener.  It  is 
only  when  he  finds  that  nothing  can  be  gahied,  in  this  way,  that 
ho  will. betray  him.  Meanwhile,  we  may  be  vety  sure  that 
Ii^lehardt  will  keep  Aither  and  son  as  secretly  as  safely.  H^ 
wonld  lose  all  hold  upon  the  family  were  they  surrendered  as 
prisoners  to  the  British.  He  has  the  two  somewhere  in  privMe 
bends.  In  respect  to  Mrs.  Tr a^  and  her  daughter,  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  have  been  carried  off  is,  itself,  in  some  degree^ 
proof  of  thew  safety.  Brutality  and  outrage,  if  designed,  wouM 
be  perpetrated  instantly,  and  their  captors  wonld  not  have  bur- 
dened themselves  with  the  prisoners.  They  ate  cleaviy  kept 
Ibrranseai;  and  tUs  prs^es  ^tliait  they  have^bden  taken— if 
taken  at  all— by  those  who  are  not  eonn^cted  with  the  regnlar 
service ;  some  outlying  bands  of  tories ;  and  we  know  that  there 
have  been  eevetnl  sknlkiBg  abont  itk  this  region.  There  has 
been  some  dever  trisk  by  which  the  ttaohs  of  the  earriage  have 
been  concealed.  In  yenat  impetnosity,  yon  have  probably  faOed 
te  eaaadne  the  greuttd  with  snffieieBt  care.    In  all  prohabiUtf 


tkpm  bus.  boeaaome^ro^^  MMirom  tbft^awrcav  naMMcduAjAe 

tftbe»,    Iti»ti»9t  jni|iK)Mibl0>  iivteedfifckaA  theyJuwre  .cwiwrf.ifa 
l])6  Uitick;ottlid,BritiA»ano7,  and. havfli gone  inJao-Oiaiigftlwm^^* 

'*  If  .Ballot  were  .here !  or  qv^h  fBra9  P'  iwid  &iadiir. 

And  :Jbe  vuioed,  and  capaQtibtad  aloud^  JSis  jnmlwaa  omm 
more  beg^nniog  .to  wock,  opdor  the  .{icaoliaal.  oowdon  .«f:  Aal 
of  Bi]4i«4ge.  The  laUejr.Ju^efWjqQite  wellid)a(ttb»lMatraliQf 
for  ib^  i3i^99fmAancy  of  .an  9*g6r,  Hand,  is  «aw  ceipoQattiUtyvaiid 
.provo«atioiiTrMMaid,he4(aT#^ it  (The  idiaaiaflpioii  ,>af.pff»hafaUkiM 
lawc^^ddd.  Tbo  igeiMf^.  plm.  #f t  tba  rail  ^ofiAemplatedahf.  the 
rpartiaaas.w^  unf^ldadi  in.  ^all  Jte  jieeaaaagy  ^etofla,  for  amdtihfli 
information ;  and,  in  its  examination,  he  gradually  8hov«|El  .to 
fbis,  baftrar»  tbat{]»e  w^  boginpiiig  to  ,exart  tlMt  wiU»  the  methr- 
itj  of  which,  Butledge  insisted,  was  necessary  tOilMf»thjm  Awn 
^rmtr^/iimkyjimmfi^^   AtJMglhtMarion^aaidi-rf* 

"^uft«lair  ,kA0i|rs.A)l  that  m^  ne«d  jteU.ham».gi»v«rttaE.  .I^m, 
,b}m.IHPPdrt<M^}g^--•whftt  there  lia^l^  of ittf-^onrar  idiai  Iw 
)fmws,  M^milltkBi^ekx9WSoe,lemwe  ;in  ithe  ontmin^ jdso»  stnee 
fOOne  ,fif  (the  QHMMMtod  mep  wilLtaka  *tip  >the  >Uiie  .af  dnaaah 
UptlL ^ iii£f^t^iia,9«ffi^e]iay. iHlvMpo^  W^^auiifcilieep ov 
^ro|indJM«9»il^d  pover  ttb^  dapai;lwe>ib)niiA0  M»qiy.  JF 
Jiainrdamiimc)NB9^!iti4<mi  Orfti^bwg,ja^amti»^  ^llie 
jOf.Gniftr/iiddeiitQibaa  '««rnrmeiQi»ihea4  itiienijit 
Olir  fri^,  bara,  .will  ^hme^  wed  jIo  Mtbiak  f^c  the  iwU*ti(«haB 
^qi:#,^,|^  }m ^wia  pUud  of. 0p«ra(M»i8.  {In jthet  ttiiii* Jietnaf 
jiaar  l^ro^a  bia  jftowla.  A%  alLevatilai  twlurtbar  iia  ibaii»  m  >jh^ 
^ipalkyiistiioiir  io  baidam>arate.:  Bm  aooii  *i»)a3uittiikaHAte 
gtff^i  wbave  Ihe  4^firria9e  wtv  MHicoakd ^vaiidi^ido  tiU*  thav- 
Mgblyt 4et.bim taka.»i«ir«soMt  jto^iplaMpoo^faift  MfmaCHUoaai 
BaUon,  if  b^  oaanaa  in  ia  i«eiiiQti»  ia  iirartbihaiiPvMet  jef  ibpmt 
b^tif  t)Ot„thaire  a«a  jnaoy  wbo  i<i^u§bt  ix)  be  irtb  jtoufphi  MWJ 
keep  tbe  IraA^f  ■a/ftmr^wheelftdtcaaptagp  dlwwt>^;iMiB  Awwa 
Iiat  4ia,  laaire  (1h0  raaitiio  ihim^" 

TbA.iWny  mi^^  ^fftbgr  d«w««  Iwriig4b6*g»wnt<ii>wb%<iad 
#avAUy  44»iaa^With04trMwd.«aiidjeAac6al  ibtfiM^fjA^»4ap» 
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nWlttkwei-t'^cfi';  d^rYii^miu  nsmnraJ!  ^l^,  and  iti^udl^n 

■tendmi  ihm  eainp  iMnin^ht;  $,nA  ftisiif^r  hbttie^ard^  allti»g«i 
mmbeF  IwviBg  libei^  des^fi«li;  fli^bftii7^(ft>d€>lx4d'becioMi8 
•n-afas^vfolj  disorderly  €fev — ^di^mdM^i^edbyBtntraliidit/want 
tti^  doibem  and  tbe  «xb«Qdltob  of  fbtb^  m&jrclied.  Th^  ttilklft 
werB^^eneroUyr  discbntoiit^  all«ijgittg>'  Ih  jtidtiflWktfem,  t!i*  p*r^ 
tiAUb7'i8faoi^it<»  tM  coBlliwMiklg  \  ani,  e»p)ieklly>  ther  pettltig 
9^^nrtimMm'caaitowmdB  at  th«  ^kpenl^-of  tbie>  wiiole'  aftli&^fi 

in  safety  to  their  salubrioiia  camp  upon  the  Santee  hills,  we 
ahall  linger  a  few  mofiwolfeiii'  that  of  tke^priS^isans — the  monnted 
nieit»,whQ».  after  covering  the  retreal  ^  the  iofatttry^  we»6*  4W 
lined  tor  a<;tiye  sexy  ice  on  so  many  points'  balowi 

At  two  oVlock,  on  the  morning,  of  tbe^  ISik  Jii]y»  tlie  arnig^ 
was  in  motion.  At  dawn,  the  general  followed  with  his  escort. 
So  well  did  the  monnted  men  cover  the  ground,  and  cut  off  all 
communications  with  Orangeburg,  that  Greene,  with  his  foot, 
was  beyond  the  Oongaree  before  Bawdon  suspected  his  depart- 
ure. 

Then  were  the  mounted  men  let  loose  upon  that  memorable 
incursion  into  the  Low  Country,  which  drove  the  scattered  parties 
of  the  enemy  into  the  walls  of  Charleston,  and  prostrated  the 
royal  power  to  the  very  gates  of  that  city.  On  the  14th  July 
the  detachments  of  Sumter  were  sweeping  all  the  avenues  that 
led  below,  while  he,  with  the  main  body,  was  pursuing  the 
road  along  the  southside  of  the  Oongaree,  leading  to  the  east  of 
Cooper  river.  At  the  same  time,  Willie  Sinclair,  with  the 
troop  of  St.  Julien,  was  once  more  traversing,  with  measured 
steps,  and  keen  scrutiny,  the  track  pursued  by  the  carriage  of 
Mrs.  Travis,  to  the  moment  when  it  turned  aside  for  temporary 
reftige  in  the  thicket.  Our  dramatis  persance  are  thus  "  all  at 
.sea.'* 

Here,  a  curtain  falls,  for  the  present,  over  the  several  parties. 
There  is  a  necessary  interval  in  which  all  is  obscu^ty.    A  cloud 
'envelopes  the  fortunes  of  Travis  and  his  son ;  a  mystery  wraps 
the  fate  of  his  wife  and  daughter.    But  the  pursuer  is  every 
where  upon  their  heels,  and  a  genius,  courage,  fortitude,  and 
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ie«l,  which  we  sore  to  reeoyer  the  fbgitiTes,  if  this  be  poarfUe 
to  human  enterprise  and  eodeavtMrl  Meanwhile,  ^e  two 
great  rivals,  the  generals  oC  Britain  and  America,  are  makiiig 
their  preparations  for  the  tnal  trial  of  strength  between  them. 
In  their  posts  of  watch  and  rest,  they  are  recrmting  dimferoei 
and  bracing  their  sinews  for  the  last  wrestle  for  possession  of 
the  state.  Meanwhile,  the  partisans  are  in  motion,  prompt  in 
enterprise,  and  eagw  for  performaaee.  The  details  of  their 
sevtf  al  progresses  most  be  reserved  for  aaother  yekHie,  when 
we  shall  seek,  in  the  tale  of  the  bloody  field  of  •^Bntaw  '*  to 

""lUTSloilt 

Tffl  then,  we  pray  the  patienoe  6f  snoh  readers  as  are  carious 
to  learn  the  hie  of  those  who  have  been  the  principal  olgeets 
ef  our  r^ard  in  the  preceding  chapters. 
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